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ON ARCHITECTURE
Kudos to Williams, one of the 

great energy companies world-
wide, for keeping its home base 
through the years in Tulsa. Two 
brothers, Miller 
and David Wil-
liams, moved 
their business to 
Tulsa in 1919.  
Next year will 
mark the compa-
ny’s 100th year  
in the city that they helped become 
“The Oil Capital of the World.”

For the first six decades, the 
company name was Williams 
Brothers. With the growth in scale 
and business, the company in the 

1970s changed its name to The 
Williams Companies, Inc. Today, 
the company is called Williams.

Williams, includ-
ing its assets held 
through  Williams 
Partners L.P., is 
an energy infra-
structure compa-

ny focused on connect-
ing North America’s significant 
hydrocarbon resource plays to 
growing markets for natural gas 
and natural gas liquids (NGLs). 
Williams’ interstate gas pipeline 
and gathering and processing op-
erations span the United States, 
including strategic assets in the 

deepwater Gulf of Mexico, the 
Rockies, the Pacific Northwest 
and the Eastern Seaboard.

Williams owns and operates 
midstream gathering and pro-
cessing assets and interstate nat-
ural gas pipelines.

During a period from the mid-
1980s to the beginning of this 
century, Williams played a foun-
dational role in today’s digital 
world with the development of 
vital fiber-optic telecommuni-
cations networks that span the 
United States.

Thank you Williams for doing 
so much for so many through the 
years in Greater Tulsa!

HEADQUARTERS: The 52-sto-
ry BOK Tower has been a catalyst 
in the resurgence of downtown 
Tulsa.  It was built in 1976 and 
designed by  Minoru Yamasaki & 
Associates, designers of the World 
Trade Center in  New York City.

New Playground Opens at Ochoa Elementary
It’s playtime at the new Ellen 

Ochoa Elementary, 3303 S. 121st 
E. Ave., as the school opens its 
playground for the first time.

“We opened the playground on 
June 20, and the kids just love 
it,” says Principal Rita Long. The 
school is hosting summer school 
programs for its students and 
neighboring students from Rosa 
Parks Elementary.

Ellen Ochoa, Union’s newest 
elementary, opened its doors last 
fall, but did not have access to 
most of the playground. Now, stu-
dents have access to lots of play 
areas that will eventually serve 
more than 1,000 students when 
the school opens its second wing 
in fall 2020.

The new playground boasts a 

large hard surface area with two 
basketball goals, two swings sets 
with six swings each, one with 
an ADA seat; five slides, boulder 
walls for climbing, a shade pavil-
ion/outdoor classroom, a dig site, 
seating wall steps, a “big toy” with 
wood fiber safe surface for kids to 
climb on and more. 

Next to the playground is a 
5,000-square-foot area that is un-
der development for a food forest 
and garden space. More than 60 
trees have been planted nearby 
and an outdoor water fountain will 
be installed. (Access to some of 
the newly-sodded area is tempo-
rarily limited to give the grass a 
chance to grow over the summer.)

The playground features a 
walking path; seven laps will 

make a mile. It will also have 
space for three small soccer 
fields and artificial rocks for 
climbing.

Lighting and security cameras 

are in place, as well as fencing and 
lighting. There will also be wire-
less access to the Internet and a 
handicapped-accessible ramp as 
well as a teacher overlook.

Gathering Place Salutes Union School

Congratulations to Union’s 
Grove Elementary for win-
ning The Reading Tree Chal-
lenge sponsored by The Gathering 
Place. Students were recently hon-
ored for reading the most books 
of any school in the participating 
area.  Grove students read 121,307 
to win a pizza party and a medal 
for each student.

Leanne Taylor, Channel 6 morn-
ing news anchor, Tony Moore, di-
rector of The Gathering Place, and 
Ariana Reagor, of Moore Elemen-
tary and the spokesperson for the 
Reading Challenge, helped pass 
out medals for special pictures.

Reagor helped lead the assem-
bly, even reading to students. 
Students also enjoyed a game in 
which three teachers played mu-
sical chairs with a blindfold. After 
the assembly, all of the students 
received their own medal – no oth-
er school in the area received this 
medal – and then they went back 
to their class for a pizza party.

Grove Elementary is located at 
10202 E. 62nd St. in Tulsa.

The Reading Challenge is still 
in the midst of its campaign. 
More than 1,657,000 books have 
been read. The goal is to read 
2 million books by the time the 
park opens.

For more information about the 
Reading Challenge, see www.tul-
sareadingtree.org.

About Gathering Place
A project of George Kaiser Fam-

ily Foundation, Gathering Place 
will transform nearly 100 acres of 
Tulsa’s waterfront along the Arkan-
sas River into a dynamic and active 
space when the project is complet-
ed. A public-private partnership, 
GKFF and numerous corporate and 
community philanthropists gave 
ownership of the $465 million park 

to River Parks Authority who in 
turn signed a long-term operation-
al and management lease back to 
an entity of the foundation to en-
sure the highest quality operation, 
maintenance and programming for 
the life of the park.

 Gathering Place for Tulsa is do-
ing business as Tulsa’s Gathering 
Place, LLC. To learn more about 
the project, visit gatheringplace.org.

Grove
Elementary

Wins Reading
Challenge

Union Boundary photo

PROLIFIC READERS:  Grove Elementary students celebrate their Reading Tree success at a recent assembly 
with Channel 6 morning news anchor Leanne Taylor, left, and Director of the Gathering Place Tony Moore.

Courtesy photo
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SHOPPING:
Canterbury Gifts
Donna’s Fashions

Sweet Pea Couture

SERVICES:
AAA Oklahoma

ELAN by Dr. Hodges
Enrique’s Salon

Hunter Construction
Pür Lux Nails

Raymond James  
Financial Services, Inc.

Red Canyon Therapy
Sarah’s Tailor Shop

South Tulsa Dance Co.
Spiffy’s Cleaners

State Farm Insurance
Wink Optique

The Winbury Group
Zeller Photography

DINING:
The Bistro at Seville

Levain Kitchen and Bakery

101st & Yale

Come enjoy the Music and visit the Shops of Seville, which 
will be open for you during those hours.

Call 918-299-7100 for weather date changes

July 19 –  Weather date July 26
Aug. 16 –Weather date – Aug. 23
Sept. 13 – Weather date Sept. 20 
Oct.11 – Weather date Oct. 18    

LIVE MUSIC
at Shops of Seville
Thursdays, 7 – 9 p.m.

Upcoming Dates:

Cox Business Center Undergoing $55 Million Renovation
The Cox Business Center in 

downtown Tulsa recently hosted a 
project launch to mark the begin-
ning of the national award-winning 
venue’s $55 million Vision Tulsa 
funded renovation. The event was 
hosted by the venue’s Assistant 
General Manager Kerry Painter, 
and included three speakers: Tulsa 
Mayor G.T. Bynum, Cox Commu-
nications Vice President and Mar-
ket Leader Roger Ramseyer, and 
SMG Tulsa General Manager Jeff 
Nickler.  

“Through the strong support in 
our city for the Vision Tulsa pro-
gram, the investments that we will 
make in our Cox Business Center 
will keep Tulsa at a competitive ad-
vantage and serve as a vital project 
for our tourism industry,” Mayor 
G.T. Bynum said. “These improve-

ments will help enhance our tour-
ism client base and improve the 
experience for Tulsans and visitors 
that utilize the venue.”

The project team—Vision Tulsa 
Builders (including project partners 
from both Flintco and Manhattan 
Construction), City of Tulsa, SMG 
Tulsa, MATRIX, and Forest For 
The Trees Architects—will present 
project information and visuals, 
and touch on how the project will 
make Tulsa a bigger competitor for 
state and national events while fur-
ther connecting the over 300,000 
square-foot venue with its down-
town neighbors.

The venue marked the close of its 
historic arena with the event and 
welcomed in a new era. The project 
construction begins immediately 
and will be completed in June 2020.

Courtesy photo

READY TO BUILD:  All smiles at the announcement of the start of the renovation of the Cox Business Center 
are, from left, Cox Business Center Assistant General Manager Kerry Painter, Tulsa Mayor G.T. Bynum, SMG Tul-
sa General Manager Jeff Nickler and  Cox Communications Vice President and Market Leader Roger Ramseyer. 



The 2018 Stacked Deck 
ACES have been revealed and 
are pictured at right.  ACES are 
dedicated volunteers and support-
ers who have each committed to 
raising a minimum of $10,000 
in funds/in-kind items toward 
the Resonance Center for Wom-
en’s annual fundraiser Stacked 
Deck: A Night at the Movies, 
Oct. 5 at the Bond Center. The 
cinema-themed event will in-
clude a premier viewing of That 
Time in My Life, a short fiction 
film produced by Kirkpatrick and 
Kinslow Productions.

The event, chaired by Nicole 
Watts of KKT Architects, raises 
funds for Resonance programs 
aimed at helping women in the 
criminal justice system become 
clean and sober, employed and 
caring for their children. Reso-
nance Executive Director Deidra 
Kirtley notes, “Stacked Deck is 
a casual, fun evening that helps 
raise almost 10 percent of the 
agency’s annual revenue. The 
event has sold out in years past, 
and I suspect it will again this 
year too.”

Eleanor Hill founded Resonance 
in 1977 as a volunteer-based non-
profit organization dedicated to 
providing a support system for 
women facing life’s challenges. 
Having been suddenly widowed 
when her husband was overseas, 
Hill knew from personal experi-
ence the desperate need women 
have for a support system when 
facing the challenges of life. 

She established Resonance in a 
house on the grounds of St. John’s 
Episcopal Church and along with 
a group of volunteers, began of-
fering services that included 
free listening sessions, on-going 
support groups and educational 
workshops.

Today, Resonance has evolved to 
meet the ever-changing needs of 
the Tulsa community and is a dual-
ly accredited, gender specific, out-
patient drug and alcohol treatment 
facility. Resonance is working to 
change Oklahoma’s distinction 
of having the highest per-capita 
female incarceration rate in the 
world. Through reentry services, 
job counseling and partnerships 
with agencies such as Drug Court, 
Resonance is doing its best to cre-
ate a brighter future for its clients,  
community and state.

Sponsors this year are George 
Kaiser Family Foundation,  The 
Chapman Foundations, Coretz 
Family Foundation, Eric Bohne 
of Security Bank,  Alliance Re-

sources,  Webco,  Blue Cross Blue 
Shield and Ruth Nelson.

For tickets, sponsorships or 
more information, contact Debbie 
Gordon at 918-587-3888. 
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2018 Stacked Deck ACES
Volunteer for Resonance

GTR Newspapers photo

FUNDRAISING TEAM:  Resonance’s extraordinary 2018 ACES 
with the event chair are, from left, Mercedes Millberry Fowler, Blue 
Cross Blue Shield; Event Chair Nicole Watts, KKT Architects; Christie 
Little, Hogan Taylor LLP; Stephanie Cameron, AAON Inc.; and Eric 
Bohne, Security Bank. Not pictured are Molly Aspan, Hall Estill, and 
Bret Little, Hogan Taylor LLP.
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August
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Best of



By RON PETERS
Tulsa County Commissioner

Every day there are folks looking 
for new careers or a new place to 
continue on their career path. One 
of the best employment opportu-
nities is working for Tulsa Coun-
ty. Whether you are new to the 
workforce or looking for a change, 
working for Tulsa County provides 
opportunities to enhance your train-
ing, provides a career ladder for 
both professional and nonprofes-
sional workers, and has one of the 
best benefit packages in the Tulsa 
County region. 

At Tulsa County, we understand 
the importance of a diverse work-
place. We endorse and strive to 
create an environment of mutual 
respect. Our commitment relies on 
the fact that all individuals have 
the opportunity to contribute to the 
overall growth of the Tulsa County 
workforce. 

Tulsa County is a full-service 
public organization with over 2,300 
employees.  We have a workforce 
in parks, engineering, highway 
construction, information technol-
ogy, administrative services, build-
ing operations, fleet management, 
law enforcement, and social ser-
vices, just to mention a few.  There 
are always job openings in some 

departments. Some require a col-
lege degree, but many do not. 

Tulsa County employees are of-
fered a comprehensive, competi-
tively-priced health care package, 
a paid-time-off program including 
vacation pay and holidays, life and 
disability insurance, and outstand-
ing retirement benefits. In addition, 
employees can also participate in the 
Educational Assistance Program. 

Training and personal develop-
ment is a very important part when 
working for Tulsa County. Whether 
it’s to improve your job skills and 
performance or for personal growth 
and development, there is a regular 
schedule of classes and seminars 

available to support your work and 
personal life.

When working for Tulsa Coun-
ty, we support the employee in 
planning for their future once they 
have left their job. With the retire-
ment plan, Tulsa County contrib-
utes 14 percent of an employee’s 
base pay with the employee con-
tributing 2.5 percent of base pay 
each month.  Vesting comes after 
five years of working for the coun-
ty. This retirement package is one 
of the best in our region. 

As part of the benefits offered, 

the employees are provided the 
opportunity to participate in the 
post-employment health care plan. 
This allows the employee to have 
money placed into an account they 
can use for qualified health care 
expenses. 

We also encourage our employ-
ees to give back to the communi-
ty by participating in many of our 
outreach programs. Whether it’s 
through United Way, the Day of 
Caring, blood drives, or other com-
munity events, we are deeply com-
mitted to the Tulsa County commu-

nities we live and work in. 
If you or someone you know is 

looking for a new employment 
opportunity the best place to learn 
more about working for Tulsa 
County is on the Tulsa County 
website at www.tulsacounty.org.  
You start by going to the Govern-
ment dropdown and find the Hu-
man Resources Division. There 
you will find a link to the current 
job openings, job applications, con-
tacts for questions, and all the in-
formation about job opportunities 
and benefits.

Since taking office, I’ve asked 
Tulsans to join 
me in dreaming 
big and making 
Tulsa a world-
class city. As we 
continue to renew 
our high expec-
tations, we can’t 
overlook the 
glaring dispari-
ties that exist in 
Tulsa. It’s heart-
breaking to know 
that children born 
in north Tulsa are 
expected to live 
10 years less than 
others in our city. 
We must address 
this. I ask you to 
join me in help-
ing to change that 
trajectory.

Recently, DeV-
on Douglass, 
the City’s chief 
resilience of-
ficer joined by 
Otis Rolley, managing director 

of North America at 100 Resil-
ient Cities, and I 
unveiled Tulsa’s 
First Resilience 
Strategy – Resil-
ient Tulsa. Our 
Resilient Tulsa 
strategy is an 
action plan for 
building a city 
where every 
person has an 
equal shot at a 
great life. I also 
established the 
Mayor’s Office 
of Resilience & 
Equity. Now the 
most challenging 
but rewarding 
part begins – to 
build a better city 
for future genera-
tions of Tulsans.

Chief Resil-
ience Officer 
DeVon Douglass 
will coordinate 
the implemen-

tation of this plan, which serves 

as a collaborative roadmap for all 
of Tulsa. With racial equity at its 
core, Resilient Tulsa will address 
critical resilience challenges 
ranging from economic inequal-
ity and disaster preparedness, to 
localized civic services and im-
proved health outcomes. 

Local partners include the Tul-
sa Police Department, Tulsa 1921 
Race Riot Commission, Work-
force Tulsa, and the Zarrow Fami-
ly and Tulsa Community Founda-
tions, as well as 100RC Platform 
Partners Hustle and SBP – they 
have all committed their support 
in realizing the strategy’s 41 tan-
gible actions. 

The Resilient Tulsa strategy is 
an actionable set of visions, goals, 
and actions to address the city’s 
most pressing stresses. It seeks to 
build the ability among residents 
and city systems alike to better 
withstand future shocks.

Resilient Tulsa is organized 
into four overarching visions that 
strive to produce long-term solu-
tions to challenges ranging from 
extreme weather events to signif-

icant, racial, economic and health 
inequities. Each action outlines 
success metrics that the city will 
use to track progress. The Strate-
gy’s visions include: 

1. Create an Inclusive Future 
that Honors All Tulsans; 2. Equip 
All Tulsans to Overcome Barriers 
and Thrive; 3. Advance Economic 
Opportunity for All Tulsans; and 
4. Transform City and Regional 
Systems to Improve Outcomes 

for All Tulsans.
Through our Resilient Tulsa ef-

forts, we will build off of a wealth 
of existing City plans dedicated 
to further shaping Tulsa into a 
world-class city. I invite you to 
read the Resilience Strategy at: 
www.cityoftulsa.org/Resilient-
Tulsa 

Together, we can build the kind 
of city we will be proud to pass on 
to the next generation.
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Get your shot back!
Orthopedic Care from Head to Toe

Utica Park Clinic orthopedic providers offer comprehensive 
surgical, rehabilitative and therapy services ranging from 
spine care and joint replacement, to sports medicine and 
other orthopedic issues. State-of-the-art care offers you 
more treatment options, less pain and faster recovery time.

918-579-DOCS (3627) • UTICAPARKCLINIC.COM

Resilient City Strategy Moving Tulsa Forward

Tulsa County an Excellent Career Opportunity
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HONORED FOR SERVICE:  Susan Gross, center, was honored for her long-time service to the Child 
Abuse Network (CAN) at the organization’s annual reception in June.  At left is CAN Chief Executive 
Officer Anna America.  In the background is CAN Chief Operating Officer Rose Turner, and at right is 
former CAN President Kala Sharp. Gross first joined CAN’s board of directors in 2005 and has been 
a dedicated volunteer, serving in many roles.  The new CAN President, Tim Neuman, and the board of 
directors are profiled in the Business and People Notes section in this issue on page 21.
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Susan Neal Leads Gilcrease During Time of Growth
By EMILY RAMSEY
Contributing Editor

Editor’s Note: Susan Neal, exec-
utive director of Gilcrease Muse-
um and vice president for public 
affairs for the University of Tulsa, 
is one of Greater Tulsa Reporter’s 
“10 to Watch in Greater Tulsa 
2018,” as announced in its Janu-
ary 2018 issue. GTR was the first 
news group in Greater Tulsa to 
introduce “10 People to Watch,” 
which launched in January 2009. 

Throughout the year, GTR is pub-
lishing a series of articles, featur-
ing each of its “10 to Watch,” with 
next month’s issue to feature Ken-
ny Alexopoulos, chief operating 
officer of the Oklahoma Aquarium 
in Jenks.

Susan Neal holds strong ties to 
both Tulsa, as a native daugh-

ter, and to Gilcrease Museum—
she was married there. Add to that 
her broad range of professional 
experiences, and she becomes the 
ideal candidate to lead Gilcrease 
Museum during a time of change 
as it grows new programming and 
prepares for a $65-million renova-
tion.

Neal was appointed executive di-
rector for Gilcrease in September 
2017. She also holds the role of the 
University of Tulsa’s vice presi-
dent for public affairs, research 
and economic development.

Neal’s professional life, largely, 
of political service had its small 
beginnings long ago, she says. 
Her parents’ joint interest in local 
activism contributed to her com-
munity interest. She was active 
in student office in high school 
and served on the youth advisory 
board for then-Tulsa Mayor Rob-
ert LaFortune. 

Neal earned her political science 
degree from Oklahoma State Uni-
versity, and she attributes her first 

trip to Washington, D.C., which 
took place during her senior year 
of college, as setting her on her 
path of politics in the nation’s cap-
ital. After graduating college, she 
spent eight years working on Cap-
itol Hill as chief of staff for U.S. 
Representative Mickey Edwards 
and as a House and Senate lobby-
ist for the National Federation of 
Independent Business.

Those years working with leg-
islative issues and public policy 
provided her much experience 
that would serve her very advan-
tageously in the years to come, she 
notes.

After returning to Tulsa due to 
her husband’s job and her fami-
ly’s Tulsa roots, she took the role 
of vice president of marketing for 
Downtown Tulsa Unlimited, a 
business organization for down-
town development and advocacy. 

The role “allowed me to take my 
previous work at the federal level 
and bring it to the state and local 
level,” Neal says. 

Her position allowed her to im-
merse herself in both downtown 
Tulsa, an area that she loves, and 
all aspects of the community, in-
cluding the philanthropic and 
non-profit worlds and city gov-
ernment. She played a role in the 
passing of legislation that allowed 
for TIF (tax increment financing) 
districts, which have largely con-
tributed to downtown’s redevelop-
ment, she says.

Following seven years in that 
role, Neal moved into motherhood 
and began a public relations firm 
before running for two successful 
city council terms. She, later, led 
the JumpStart early childhood ed-
ucation program with the Commu-
nity Service Council and worked 
in both the Kathy Taylor and Dew-
ey Bartlett administrations as di-
rector of community development 
and education. 

During Neal’s time in Taylor’s 
administration, she was tasked 
with assessing the city’s man-
agement system for Gilcrease, as 
Gilcrease is owned by the City of 
Tulsa. Her research included look-
ing into the management of mu-
nicipally-owned museums around 
the country, and she found that the 
management “usually involved 
bringing in a likeminded partner 
or the creation of a separate trust 
to oversee the museum,” she says.

As it would turn out, TU soon 
surfaced as a viable partner for the 
museum, and a partnership offi-
cially began in July 2008.

“TU has done a great job of con-
serving Gilcrease’s archives and 
has been a good steward of the 
collection,” Neal says.

Just how large is Gilcrease’s col-
lection?

Gilcrease holds over 400,000 
historical documents and anthro-
pological artifacts—“the largest 
collection of Americana artifacts 
in the world that has been owned 
by one person,” says Neal.  The 
museum’s archival collection 
ranges from 1494 to the present.

With the breadth of its collection, 
Gilcrease has many narratives to 
tell but needs a proper space to do 
it, Neal adds. Yet, Gilcrease has not 
seen a renovation in over 30 years.

It was in 2014, when Neal was 
serving as Gilcrease’s interim ex-
ecutive director, that she began to 
think about proposing the possi-
bility of including Gilcrease in the 
upcoming Vision Tulsa package.

James Pepper Henry was named 
Gilcrease’s executive director in 
2015, and he played a role in get-
ting Gilcrease included in the Vi-
sion Tulsa package that was subse-
quently passed in 2016.

After Henry resigned from Gil-
crease in 2017, Neal once again 
took the helm as interim executive 
director.

“Her interim leadership of the 
museum in recent years during 
two transitions have made it clear 
to the TU community and its 
Board of Trustees that the person 
we need at the helm of the mu-
seum is none other than Susan 
Neal,” said TU President Gerard 
Clancy when announcing her pro-
motion.

“When the executive director 
position came available again,” 
says Neal, “the Gilcrease adviso-
ry board was thinking about what 
skill sets are needed to be in place 
at this unique time for the muse-
um.

“I have managed institutions, 
and I speak the City of Tulsa, Gil-
crease and TU.”

Currently, Neal and Gilcrease 
are focused on increasing its com-
munity engagement and public 
programming. Gilcrease After 
Hours was recently launched, tak-
ing place on the fourth Friday of 
the month with cocktails and cul-
tural activities. In July, Gilcrease 
opened “T.C. Cannon: At the Edge 

of America,” a traveling exhibit 
running through Oct. 7 that ex-
plores the works of T.C. Cannon, 
who is considered one of the most 
influential and inventive Native 
American artists of the 20th cen-
tury.

Additionally, Gilcrease is fo-
cused on moving forward with 
the planned 100,000-square-foot 
Vision renovation. Because the 
project itself will be handled by 
the City of Tulsa, we want to hand 
over a plan that will show the city 
how our collection can be best uti-
lized, Neal says.

That Interpretive Plan, to be cre-
ated by Gallagher and Associates, 
will look at the museum’s collec-
tion in order to create an improved 
visitor experience, determine the 
stories behind the collection and 
assess the best use of space for the 
collection, she continues.

“Gilcrease has an extraordinary 
reputation around the world be-
cause of its collection. We want to 
continue to grow that awareness,” 
she says.

EMILY RAMSEY for GTR Newspapers

UNIVERSITY OF TULSA EXECUTIVE: Susan Neal, executive director 
of Gilcrease Museum and vice president for public affairs for the University 
of Tulsa, stands in an exhibit hall at Gilcrease Museum. Neal took the role in 
September 2017, and will oversee the $65-million renovation.



Summer fun. Something light. 
The hot months lend themselves 
to kick-back entertainment.

If you’re a Beatles fan, you’ve 
probably rocked out to the Fab 
Four’s “1964” homage show. 
Those early Beatles tunes com-
prise some the best 
that Lennon and 
McCartney ever 
wrote. Celebrity 
Attractions hosts 
the most enjoyable 
“1964 … The Trib-
ute” at the Tulsa 
PAC, July 20.

There’s no dance 
desert during the 
summer months, 
thanks to the Sum-
mer Heat Inter-
national Dance 
Festival, present-
ed by Choregus 
Productions at the 
PAC. First up is 
Doug Varone and 
Dancers, July 28. 
Varone is a star 
dancer in his own 
right, having per-
formed with the renowned Lar 
Lubovitch Dance Company. He 
also is a sought-after choreogra-
pher and director of dance, theatre, 
opera, fashion and film, fronting 
one of the leading contemporary 
dance companies in America. This 
will be its Oklahoma debut.

Presented in Chapman Mu-
sic Hall, July 29, the Beijing 
Dance Theater has appeared in 
the world’s most prestigious ven-
ues. The troupe will perform its 
signature work “Haze,” which is 
danced on a mattress-like material 
that covers the stage. “Haze” is the 
work of Wang Yuanyuan, formerly 
the choreographer of the National 
Ballet of China and a celebrity in 
her home country.

I attended the Parsons Dance 
performance in 2015 when Cho-
regus brought them to Tulsa, and 
it was riveting. For their July 31 
show, the troupe will reprise the 
Miles Davis tribute number “Kind 
of Blue,” and the show-stop-
ping “Caught.” The latter uses 
strobe-lighting to catch a dancer 
at the height of movement so that 
he appears to be suspended in air. 
It’s gasp-worthy! Four other se-
lections will be featured. Parsons 
Dance also will offer a “relaxed, 
autism-friendly” performance on 
July 30.

The show “Lizzie” is about dou-
ble axe murderer Lizzie Borden. 
That wouldn’t qualify for light 
summertime entertainment if it 
weren’t for the rock music, played 
by six-piece band, that gives levity 

to the piece. At the center of this 
production are two singers from 
Oklahoma City who share the title 
role. Tulsa Project Theatre pres-
ents “Lizzie” at the PAC, July 13-
22. 

For something lighter still, check 
out comic Gabri-
el Iglesias’ “One 
Show Fits All” 
show, July 20 at 
the River Spirit 
Casino Resort, 
and the forev-
er-young Oak 
Ridge Boys, 
also at River 
Spirit, July 26. 
The group is 
known for their 
four-part harmo-
nies and upbeat 
songs.

The Brady 
Theatre wel-
comes a show 
devoted to the 
rock band Queen 
titled “Killer 
Queen,” July 29. 
Then, relive the 

best moments of American Idol’s 
Season 16 when its top seven fi-
nalists stop in Tulsa on their 40-
city American tour. Winner Mad-
die Poppe is a deserving winner, 
and she’ll be joined by Season 8 
winner Kris Allen, Aug. 8.

The BOK Center continues to go 
big with some of the most popu-
lar names in entertainment. Singer 
Jennifer Nettles rejoins Kristian 
Bush for a Sugarland concert and 
songs from the country duo’s new 
“Bigger” album. Canadian coun-
try music singer Lindsay Ell and 
Frankie Ballard open the show, 
July 19.

Former member of the band One 
Direction Niall Horan brings his 
Flicker World Tour to the BOK 
Center, July 28. The Irishman is 
relishing a lot of airplay with his 
sexy “Slow Hands” hit. He’s also 
known to be the “other guy” Ed 
Sheeran alludes to in the song 
“Don’t,” concerning Sheeran’s ro-
mance missteps with singer Ellie 
Goulding. That aside, Horan has 
a dynamic voice and songwriting 
chops. His new release “Finally 
Free” is featured in the animated 
film “Smallfoot.” Texas-born Mar-
en Morris opens the show.

The Las Vegas-based pop rock 
band Imagine Dragons had the 
breakout hit “Radioactive,” fol-
lowed by “Demons,” “Whatever 
it Takes,” “Believer” and “Thun-
der.” Their Evolve Tour come to 
the BOK Center Aug. 1, followed 
on Aug. 5 by another group that 
originated in Las Vegas, Panic! At 

the Disco. Led by the hyper-talent-
ed Brendon Urie, the group will 
perform their hits and songs from 
their new “Pray for the Wicked” 
album. Their charismatic tenor Uri 
has a four-octave range. In 2017, 
he played the lead on Broadway 
in Cindy Lauper and Harvey Fier-
stein’s “Kinky Boots.” He’s theat-
ric and fun to watch. 

The Hard Rock Casino contrib-
utes to the summer scene with 
Hank Williams Jr., Blondie and 
Martina McBride. Country singer 
Williams has six platinum albums, 
20 gold albums, 13 No. 1 albums 
and 10 No. 1 singles. His concert 
sold out the last time it played 
here, so get tickets soon for his 
July 20 show.

The eclectic band Blondie, fea-
turing co-founder Debby Harry, 
released their eleventh studio al-
bum, “Pollinator” in 2017. Known 
for “Heart of Glass” and other 
global hits, Blondie continues to 
attract loyal fans who will be out 
in force on Aug. 9.

Singer/songwriter Martina Mc-
Bride has been nominated 14 
times for a Grammy but never 
won! That’s not deterred her in-
terest in writing and performing. 
She’s released her 13th studio al-
bum, “Reckless.” McBride has 
been called the “Celine Dion” of 
country music due to her soprano 
range. Check out her latest work at 
the Hard Rock, Aug. 10.

For more easy-going summer-

time fare, catch up with humor-
ist and singer Kinky Friedman at 
the Oklahoma Jazz Hall of Fame, 
Aug. 1. Never one to rest on his 
laurels, the 77-year-old Friedman 
is back in the saddle with a new 
album, all original work, called 
“Circus of Life.”

And so it goes: Much music, 
electrifying dance, a bit of theatre 
and a few nights of comedy. Relax 
and enjoy.
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Show Buzz

By NANCY HERMANN

Relaxing Summer Shows on Tap

bringing balance and beauty to life

918.587.2566 • ihloffspa.com
Utica Square  •  83rd & Memorial  •  Hyatt Regency Downtown

EXPERIENCE OKLAHOMA’S MOST AWARD  
WINNING SALON & SPA

HANK WILLIAMS JR.: The 
country music stand-out returns to 
the Hard Rock Casino July 20.

NIALL HORAN:  The One Di-
rection alum comes to the BOK 
Center July 28.LIZZIE: Ellie Valdez shares the 

title role in the musical “Lizzie,” 
based on ax-murderer Lizzie Bor-
den July 13-22.

PANIC! AT THE DISCO: Char-
ismatic Brendon Urie fronts the 
popular rock band Aug. 5 at the 
BOK Center.

BEIJING DANCE THEATER: The globe-trotting troupe will perform 
its signature work, “Haze,” July 29 at the Tulsa PAC.

IMAGINE DRAGONS:  The indie rock band brings its Evolve Tour to 
the BOK Center Aug. 1.
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Advisory Services offered through  
Northpoint Wealth Financial Services, LLC. 

CHIEFCHIEF  

FAMILY FAMILY   
FUNFUN  

TIMES HAVE CHANGED.  RETIREMENT HAS CHANGED  
How have your income investing needs changed? 

 

Previous generations spent their retirement in a rocking chair, but you will spend them at rock 
concerts.  Will you have the income to support the retirement you’re hoping for?  

To learn about investment strategies that can help you generate dependable income,  
Call me today, 918-518-5910. 

Merle Norman

Bill Davis was Tulsa’s Master of Musical Sounds

By TERRELL LESTER
Editor at Large

 
For a half-century, Bill Davis 

kept the bright lights of Tulsa’s 
night life aglow and incandescent.

He was the mighty oak tree tow-
ering above and casting a shadow 
over Tulsa’s fertile musical gar-
den.

Every city with any level of me-
lodic worth boasts a signature per-
former. A must-see. The essential 
entertainer.

New York had Bobby Short.
New Orleans had Allen Tous-

saint.
Tulsa had Bill Davis.
He was Mister Tulsa Music. Tul-

sa’s Musical Ambassador.
Rhythm and blues. Rock and 

roll. Soul.
He had the voice, the timing, the 

phrasing to capture and to hold the 
essence of every lyric.

He was inspired by James Brown. 
And it showed. In Davis’ soaring 
vocals. In Davis’ moves and mo-
tions. In Davis’ stage presence.

Davis was the spirit of soul mu-
sic. The original blue-eyed soul 
singer.

Ever the showman, always the 
headliner, Davis died June 15 at 
the age of 80.

His funeral in Bixby attracted a 
parade of Tulsa musical luminar-
ies, from sidemen to front men. 
All had worked with or were in-
fluenced by the man who, hands 
down, was always the coolest cat 
in the room.

Davis had carved out a musical 
career that spanned 50 years, sum-
moning up a voice that emanated 
from deep within, a voice that 
could roar, a voice that could soar.

He might have been labeled a 
cover singer, covering the songs of 
others.

But with his electric personality, 
his high-octane energy, his play-
to-the-audience passion, Davis 
could make any song his own.

“Mustang Sally.” “You Are So 
Beautiful.” “Dust My Broom.” 
“Suzy Q.”

Pulsing rhythm and blues. Emo-
tional ballads. Dynamic rock.

He delivered each and every 
number with a flair, an excitement, 
a charge. He was true to every 
note.

His articulation, his command 
of the lyrics was surreal. He could 
bend a note, embrace a note, make 
a note jump through hoops.

Davis had no off nights. He nev-
er failed to come through. He was 
always “on.”

He played the nightclubs and the 
private parties, the joints and the 
parking lots. He played in the era 
of liquor-by-the-wink, in beer bars, 
in hotel showrooms. He played in 
tailored suits and cutoff jeans.

He and his brilliant three-piece 
band packed Tulsa landmarks such 
as “The Showboat,” “The Sta-
bles,” “Checkers,” “The Sideline,” 
“The Vapors.”

For a change of pace, he and Tom-
my Tripplehorn on upright piano 
performed somewhat calmer sets 
on Sundays at “The Shy Clown.”

Over the past three decades, 
Tripplehorn on guitar and David 
Teegarden on drums formed the 
core of the Bill Davis Band. Bass 
duties were handled in line by 
Gary Cundiff, Gary Gilmore and 
Casey Van Beek.

More than once, the story goes, 
musical pros insisted that Davis had 
a better band than Leon Russell.

In 2009, Davis was inducted into 
the Oklahoma Blues Hall of Fame.

People went to see Davis not for 
one song but for a set, for an entire 
evening, for his voluminous flow 
of one-liners that would make 
Henny Youngman proud.

He was more than just a singer 
of song. More than a front man for 
Tulsa’s best blues band. He was 
the consummate entertainer.

Bill Davis. Boppin’ Billy the 
King of Silly. The purveyor of 
Carp on a Stick.  The Mayor of the 
Midway.

His nicknames ran the gamut, 
much like his musical repertoire.

He graduated from Tulsa’s Cen-
tral High School in 1956, a class-
mate of Johnny Cale.

As Cale and 1959 Will Rogers 
graduate Leon Russell led a musi-
cal migration to the West Coast, cir-
ca 1960, Davis remained in Tulsa.

He perfected his craft, singing in 
churches and dive bars.

Before the decade of the ’60s 
had faded, Davis had put together 
a show band, Soul Inc. With Don 
White leading the band on guitar, 
Davis was stepping into the spot-
light, bathed in soul, outfitted in 
James Brown-inspired jumpsuits,

Davis was the brightest star in a 
Tulsa constellation that lit up the 
nights in bars on every corner and 
with music from every genre.

He was a butcher by day, a cut-up 
by night.

He enthralled with his vocals, be-
guiled with his charisma. He was 
beloved by fans, respected by mu-
sicians, favored by club owners.

Jim Smith was general manager 
of radio station KMOD for more 
than two decades during the peak 
of Davis’ reign as Tulsa’s king of 
the blues, sultan of soul.

During the funeral service, in 
which a half-dozen gospel num-
bers recorded by Davis were 
played for the congregation, Smith 
spoke eloquently of his friendship 
with the star.

“Bill will be missed,” Smith said. 
“But he lives on in my CDs and in 
my heart.”

Davis often wrote songs, in col-
laboration with pianist Walt Rich-
mond, for Christmas releases and 
for friends. He recorded on cas-
sette tapes and compact discs. He 
sold some, gave away more.

Over the years, offers were rou-
tinely extended for Davis to join 
the touring heavyweights.

Just as routinely, he declined.
He opened for national acts. He 

joined on stage the likes of Leon 
Russell, Joe Cocker, Bugs Hender-
son.

That was enough for Davis. He 
had a family, a good life. He had 
golf courses to play, nice cars to 
drive. He had songs to sing, fans 
to hail.

Still, he did enjoy the occasional 
turn in the national spotlight.

 He contributed handsomely to the 
songbook of rock icon Bob Seger.

 One of Davis’ compositions, 

written about his daughter, Kelly, 
caught the ear of Seger. In 1991, 
Seger’s album, “The Fire In-
side,” included the Davis-penned 
number “She Can’t Do Anything 
Wrong.”

The album was certified plat-
inum, indicating one million in 
sales.

Bob Seger gave Davis a national 
platform.

Bonnie Raitt gave Davis a shout 
out and posed for pictures.

Leon Russell gave Davis a spot 
on his annual birthday bash.

Russell once signed Davis to a 
recording contract with Shelter 
Records.

Russell urged Davis to hit the 
road, to relocate to Los Angeles.

In a typical Davis response, 
looked around the bar in which 
he was headlining, and said: “I’d 
rather be somebody in Tulsa than 
nobody in L.A.”

Indeed. Bill Davis was some-
body in Tulsa.

 A once-in-a-lifetime talent.
 Consider a Mount Rushmore of 

Tulsa’s musical talent of the rock 
and roll era.

 Bill Davis belongs there with 
Leon Russell, Don White, and disc 
jockey-historian John Henry.

 Davis frequently borrowed from 
the Little Richard playlist.

 From “Baby Face,” one line 
might best characterize Bill Davis.

 “There’s not another who could 
take your place.”

His 50-Year Career
Was Highlighted With 
Blues, Rock and Soul

Courtesy photo

GOOD DAYS:  Bill Davis, fourth from left, with fellow band members and friends in about 1990 at the Hilton 
Inn in Tulsa.  From left are musician David Teegarden, author Terrell Lester, musician Tommy Tripplehorn, Bill 
Davis, musician Gary Cundiff and Sol Bayouth, who had booked the Bill Davis Band for a one-night dance.



By NANCY HERMANN
GTR Variety Editor

One of the most involving, 
stimulating and value-for-mon-
ey event series Tulsa has to offer 
marks its 84th year with anoth-
er extraordinary roster of guest 
speakers. 

Each season, Tulsa Town Hall 
culls global newsmakers and a 
diverse range of creative genius-
es from scores of candidates to 
forge a compelling series. “When 
choosing speakers, first we look 
for someone with a great story 
to tell ― someone who can cap-
tivate an audience with that story 
for one hour,” relates Tulsa Town 
Hall Executive Director Kathy 
Collins. “Beyond that, we want 
speakers who are dealing with 
current issues, and we look for a 
variety of speakers.” 

Tulsa Town Hall leads off the 
2018-19 season on Oct. 5 with 
Mexico’s 55th president, Vicen-
te Fox. His timely talk is titled 
“Immigration, the Wall, and the 
Future of U.S-Mexico Relations.” 
He is Town Hall’s Sandra West 
Memorial Speaker

“Having a former head of state 
come to Tulsa Town Hall is a rare 
and privileged occasion in itself,” 
says Town Hall program commit-
tee member Pam Hillis. “Presi-
dent Fox is an exceptional person 

in his own right, being a native 
son of Mexico and the grand-
son of pioneers from the United 
States and Spain. He worked his 
way up from truck driver for Co-
ca-Cola to the youngest CEO of 
Coca-Cola Mexico. When he won 
the presidency in 2000, he broke 
the dictatorial one-party rule that 
strangled Mexico for 70 years. 
Stay tuned for a dynamic, fiery, 
accomplished statesman!” 

Slated for Nov. 16 is a talk ti-
tled “Still Alice: Understanding 
Alzheimer’s” given by Dr. Lisa 
Genova, a PhD in neuroscience 
from Harvard. She is the best-
selling author of the novel “Still 
Alice.” The book’s poignant sto-
ry centers on a woman who dis-
sipates with the onslaught of ad-
vancing disease.

“The type of speaker that Tulsa 
Town Hall looks for has to have 
the ‘wow’ factor,” notes Hillis. 
“Gripping, interesting, exciting 
— leaving us smarter. We want a 
speaker who will have us talking 
about their topic long after they 
have gone and hopefully mak-
ing a change in our community 
and/or in us. For instance, we’ve 
made sure to have Dr. Lisa Geno-
va available for the Alzheimer’s 
Association’s AWARE luncheon 
while she is in Tulsa. This not 
only brings awareness to Alz-
heimer’s but also raises money 

for the Association.” Genova is 
Town Hall’s Senior Star Speaker 
presented in honor of the Alzhei-
mer’s Association.

War zone reporter and “60 Min-
utes” correspondent Lara Lo-
gan takes the PAC stage on Feb. 
1, 2019 for a talk titled “On the 
Front Lines with Lara Logan.” 
Her dedicated coverage of incen-
diary events around the world has 
earned her the respect of viewers 
and fellow correspondents. One 
such event was the fall of the 
Mubarak regime in Egypt when 
she was violently attacked in Cai-
ro’s Tahrir Square. Since that time, 
she’s dealt with recovery from 
the attack and from breast cancer. 
Her tenacity and compassion have 
earned her a continuing spotlight 
in the ever-challenging world of 
television journalism. She is Town 
Hall’s Atkins-Pritchard Founda-
tion speaker.

Guest photographers who share 
back stories behind their famous 
photographs have proven to be 
immensely popular with Town 
Hall audiences. On Mar. 8, 2019, 
internationally acclaimed photog-
rapher Platon will present “Pow-
erful Portraits: An Intimate Look 
at Humanity and Leadership.” 
Says Collins, “Platon is not only 
a photographer but also a story-
teller. While our subscribers may 
not be familiar with him, they 
will love hearing the insight he 
gained into people like Russia’s 
Putin, Willie Nelson, many for-
mer presidents and others while 
photographing them. We are in 
for a rare treat!”

Closing out the series on Apr. 
12, 2019, is the Helmerich Trust 

speaker, space archaeologist and 
Egyptologist Sarah Parcak. Using 
the most advanced technology, 
she has pinpointed thousands of 
previously unknown archaeologi-
cal sites and developed an online 
platform to allow citizen-scientists 
to conduct their own searches for 
lost civilizations. “Dr. Sarah Par-
cak will most certainly open our 
minds,” offers Hillis. “Being a 
space archaeologist, she will ex-
plain how she uses NASA satellite 
imaging to see things underground 
and under the sea. This $1 million 
TED Talk winner will be a delight 
from start to finish!” 

In addition to her Friday morn-
ing appearance, Parcak is this 
season’s featured speaker at Tulsa 
Town Hall After Dark, now in its 
second year. Tickets to Parcak’s 
evening talk on Apr. 11, 2019 will 
be sold separately, beginning in 
the spring.

“For the last five years,    as 
Friday morning audiences have 
reached capacity at the PAC, the 
desire to share these compelling 
speakers with a broader audience 
became more real,” explains Col-

lins. “Tulsa Town Hall After Dark 
was created to provide an evening 
lecture with one of our speakers, 
sell individual tickets and market 
to a different audience,” she adds. 
“The first After Dark lecture last 
spring with Piper Kerman (“Or-
ange is the New Black’) was a 
huge success and we are antici-
pating the same next April with 
Dr. Sarah Parcak. Our mission is 
to open minds and stir curiosities. 
The more people who can hear 
our speakers, the closer we come 
to fulfilling that mission.” 

One might expect to pay $35 or 
$40 to attend a single event, but 
Tulsa Town Hall sells the entire 
series (five speaker events) for 
one $100 subscription. An op-
tional luncheon with the speaker 
is $25 “During the last 20 to 30 
years, as we all are inundated 
with more information than we 
can possibly absorb, the person-
al connection our speakers have 
with our audiences has grown in 
importance,” sums up Collins. 
“And, finally, Tulsa Town Hall 
has always been and remains the 
best value ever!”
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Vicente Fox Jumpstarts tulsa town Hall series

AW18-1013

We Cover What MEDICARE Does Not
At last! Affordable coverage1 for the important 
health services2 that Medicare does not cover.

Get more information at:  
www.WeCoverDVH.com/tulsa

1. Policy provisions and benefits may vary from state to state. Some benefits may not be 
available in all states. 2. Dental and Vision plans may be purchased individually. Hearing plan 
available as part of a Dental/Vision package.

VICENTE FOX DR. LISA GENOVA LAURA LOGAN PLATON DR. SARAH PARCAK



Peter Aran, M.D. has been 
named the Chief Medical Officer 
and Associate Dean of Clinical 
Affairs for OU Physicians-Tul-
sa.  He will also serve as Assis-
tant Professor in the Department 
of Internal Medicine and Medical 
Informatics.  

Aran comes to OU-Tulsa with 
nearly three decades of service to 
Tulsa.  Most recently, he was the 
Medical Director of Population 
Health Management at Blue Cross 
Blue Shield of Oklahoma.  Prior to 
BCBS, he served as a Senior Vice 
President and Chief Medical Of-
ficer for the Saint Francis Health 
System in Tulsa.

He is board certified in Internal 
Medicine and Gastroenterology 
and brings an enthusiasm for pop-
ulation health management and 
medical education.  He serves on 
several national organizations, 
including the American Medical 
Association and the Accreditation 
Council for Continuing Medical 
Education.  

Aran will supervise all medical 
aspects of the OU Physicians-Tul-
sa which is a multi-specialty group 
practice with more than 300 phy-
sicians and specialists in the Tulsa 
area.  They perform over 250,000 
patient visits each year and pro-
vide clinical care at six OU Phy-

sicians clinics, as well as at most 
local hospitals.  For more informa-

tion or to make an appointment, 
visit OUPhysiciansTulsa.com.
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Dr. Peter Aran Named Chief Medical Officer at OU-Tulsa

DR. PETER ARAN

Hillcrest Medical Center First in Tulsa to Achieve 
Baby-Friendly Designation

Hillcrest Medical Center is the 
first hospital in Tulsa to receive 
international recognition as a 
Designated Baby-Friendly birth 
facility for its commitment to 
breastfeeding mothers and their 
babies. Baby-Friendly USA, Inc. 
is the U.S. authority for the im-
plementation of the Baby-Friend-
ly Hospital Initiative, a global 
program sponsored by the World 
Health Organization and the 
United Nations Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF).

The initiative encourages and 
recognizes hospitals and birthing 
centers that offer an optimal level 
of care for breastfeeding mothers 
and their babies. Based on the Ten 
Steps to Successful Breastfeeding, 
this award recognizes birth facili-
ties that offer breastfeeding moth-

ers the information, confidence 
and skills needed to successfully 
initiate and continue breastfeeding 
their babies.

“To be recognized for our com-
mitment to serving the mothers 
that trust us to care for them and 
their babies in this most precious 
stage of life is incredibly mean-
ingful to our entire team,” says 
John Tucker, service line admin-
istrator of the Peggy V. Helmer-
ich Women’s Health Center at 
Hillcrest Medical Center. “We 
strive to provide an environment 
of support for our mothers that 
breastfeed, including lactation 
consulting and other resources 
to help breastfeeding moms and 
their babies thrive.”

There are more than 20,000 des-
ignated Baby-Friendly hospitals 

and birth centers worldwide and 
527 active Baby-Friendly hospi-
tals and birth centers in the United 
States. The award is maintained 
by continuing to practice the Ten 
Steps as demonstrated by quality 
processes.

About the Peggy V. Helmerich 
Women’s Health Center at 
Hillcrest

The Peggy V. Helmerich Wom-
en’s Health Center at Hillcrest 
offers care for women throughout 
all stages of life. Hillcrest Medical 
Center offers a Level III Neonatal 
Intensive Care Unit (NICU) and 
the state’s only hospital-based 
perinatal palliative care program, 
the SILAS program. The Leta M. 
Chapman Breast Center at Hill-
crest Medical Center provides 3D 

mammography and other breast 
health care. 

For more information on the Peg-

gy V. Helmerich Women’s Health 
Center at Hillcrest, visit helmer-
ichwomenscenter.com. 

Courtesy photo

WELCOMING BABIES:  The Peggy V. Helmerich Women’s Center at 
Hillcrest Medical Center is designated Baby-Friendly for its support of 
breastfeeding moms and their babies.
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Kimberly-Clark Honors Holland Hall Student
Kimberly-Clark Corporation re-

cently announced the recipients 
of its 2018 Bright Futures Schol-
arships. In Jenks, where Kimber-
ly-Clark has a tissue manufactur-
ing facility, a college scholarships 
was awarded to: Andrew Draheim, 
a recent graduate of Holland Hall 
School in Tulsa and the son of 
Erin and Leslie Draheim.  Andrew 
plans to attend St. John’s Univer-
sity.

Draheim was selected based on 
academic achievement, leadership, 
work experience and involvement 
in extracurricular activities. Kim-
berly Clark is benelovent in the 

awarding of schoarships to various 
students.  

 “The students demonstrate a 
commitment to academic excel-
lence and community service, so 
we are proud to recognize each of 
them with a 2018 Bright Futures 
scholarship award,” says Kim 
Jones, interim mill manager at 
Kimberly-Clark’s Jenks Mill. “We 
are delighted to support their pur-
suit of higher education and wish 
them the best for continued aca-
demic success.”

Marking its 26th year, the 
Bright Futures program is admin-
istered by the Kimberly-Clark 

Foundation and awards college 
scholarships to children of Kim-
berly-Clark employees across 
North America. Each scholarship 
is worth up to $20,000 ($5,000 
per year for up to four years) 
for full-time students studying 
at accredited colleges and uni-
versities. This year, 60 scholar-
ships totaling $1.2 million were 
awarded to students in 17 states.  
Since its inception, the program 
has awarded over $40 million in 
scholarships to more than 2,000 
students.

The average GPA for this year’s 
scholarship class is 3.96, and 

awardees will attend such top col-
leges and universities as Brown 
University, Duke University, the 
Georgia Institute of Technology, 
the University of Wisconsin and 
Yale University.  Past scholarship 
recipients have gone on to pursue 
successful careers in medicine, ed-
ucation, the armed forces and en-
gineering.

The Kimberly-Clark Foundation 
is the charitable arm of Kimber-
ly-Clark Corporation and is dedi-
cated to supporting and strength-
ening families around the world. 

For more information, visit kim-
berly-clark.com ANDREW DRAHEIM

Students Create Monarch Waystation
A year-long research and com-

munity service project culminated 
with the recent dedication of a new 
Monarch Waystation at the TCC 
Southeast Campus. TCC students, 
faculty and community members 
part and planted milkweed.

The Monarch Waystation is part 
of TCC’s Outdoor Classroom used 
by biology classes on the South-
east Campus. Starting fall 2017, 
TCC students in Mary Phillips’ 
biology courses researched ways 

to germinate varieties of milkweed 
and collected data to determine the 
best conditions. Their work in the 
lab with milkweed seeds produced 
the plants for the Monarch Way-
station.

The project will become an offi-
cial waystation with a plaque and 
is part of a strategic effort to help 
increase the monarch population 
since Oklahoma is in the migra-
tory path. As part of the communi-
ty service, TCC students presented 

the research findings and project at 
the May Sustainable Tulsa meet-
ing at the Thomas K. McKeon 
Center for Creativity on the TCC 
Metro Campus.

Taking part were TCC students, 
faculty, staff and community part-
ners including Monarch Watch, 
Okies for Monarch, Sustainable 
Tulsa Monarch Initiative, Grogg’s 
Green Barn, and Dr. Kristen Baum, 
associate professor at Oklahoma 
State University.

GTR Newspapers photo

PLANTING MILKWEED:   Mary Phillips, left, TCC associate profes-
sor of biology, with TCC students who planted milkweed during the ded-
ication of the new Monarch Waystation at the TCC Southeast Campus. 

TCC Announces Administrative Advancements
Tulsa Community College has 

announced two strategic admin-
istrative position advancements.  
Lindsay White has been named 
as senior strategy advisor to TCC 
President and CEO Leigh B. 
Goodson, Ph.D., and Peter “Pete” 
Selden has been named the new 
vice president of workforce devel-
opment.

 In her new role, White will sup-
port Goodson, in overseeing and 
managing initiatives related to 
student success through the Path-
ways Project and the TCC Strate-
gic Plan. The prioritized projects 
involve ongoing complex work 
and require constant coordination. 
White will facilitate communica-
tion and decision-making among 
leadership at various levels which 
is critical as the college transforms 
itself from access-focused to ac-
cess-and-completion-focused for 
all students. In addition, White 
will work closely with the TCC 
Board of Regents.

White previously served as di-
rector of project management in 
Academic Affairs at TCC where 
she worked closely with the Senior 
Vice President and Chief Academ-
ic Officer. She directly led multi-
ple projects, helped identify and 
troubleshoot issues with other high 
priority initiatives, consulted and 
trained various college leaders on 

project and change management, 
and managed Academic Affairs 
communication. Prior to that role, 
she served as director of diversity 
outreach programs and director of 
student and community engage-
ment. This included oversight of  
all aspects of TCC’s Education 
Outreach Center, including class-
es (GED, ESL, credit), schedules, 
facilities, program evaluation, 
scholarship and grant administra-
tion, and budgets as well as admin-
istrative leadership in academic 
service-learning and the America 
Reads American Counts tutor pro-
gram.

In addition to working at TCC, 
she has worked at OU-Tulsa, 
spent time as a Peace Corps vol-
unteer in South America, taught 
English in Asia, as well as con-
ducted other contract work around 
the globe.

White is pursuing her doctorate 
at the University of Oklahoma in 
Educational Leadership and Poli-
cy Studies with an organizational 
change research focus. She is a 
Prosci Certified Change Man-
agement Train-the-Trainer. She 
earned a master’s in Psychology, 
Organizational Dynamics from 
OU, with a concentration in proj-
ect management, and a bachelor’s 
in business administration from 
Oklahoma State University.

Selden has been named the new 
vice president of workforce devel-
opment at Tulsa Community Col-
lege. The TCC Board of Regents 
approved his appointment at the 
April meeting and Selden started 
his position on May 14.

As vice president of workforce 
development at TCC, Selden 
works across the college’s 38 
workforce degree programs and 37 
certificate programs that prepare 
students to go directly into the 
workplace. He also assesses work-
force needs in the Tulsa area and 
collaborates with employers and 
workforce agencies to establish 
training programs to prepare TCC 
students for employment. Selden 
provides leadership to TCC’s 29 
community advisory committees 
that help guide and review the 
college’s workforce development 
programs.

Selden most recently worked at 
Arkansas State University Mid-
South in West Memphis, Arkansas 
where he served as associate vice 
chancellor for workforce pro-
grams. He oversaw faculty and 
staff across all Technical Center 
program areas including weld-
ing, process technology, diesel 
technology, mechatronics, ma-
chining, hospitality management, 
information systems technolo-
gy, medical professions, aviation 

maintenance, career services, and 
business and industry services. He 
worked with the Greater Memphis 
Alliance for a Competitive Work-
force (GMACW) and the Arkan-
sas Delta Training & Education 
Consortium (ADTEC) on training 
and course development and stu-
dent placement initiatives. He also 

helped secure and manage federal 
and state workforce grants.

Selden is pursuing his doctorate 
at the University of Arkansas at 
Little Rock. He earned an M.B.A 
from Arkansas State University, 
and two bachelor’s degrees (psy-
chology, communication) from the 
University of Buffalo. 

PETER “PETE” SELDEN LINDSAY WHITE



In addition to providing exciting 
courses for high school students 
and award-win-
ning business and 
industry training 
opportunities, Tul-
sa Tech also offers 
hundreds of part-
time classes that 
allow students to 
pursue their indi-
vidual career goals 
or simply explore a 
variety of interests.  
A wide assortment 
of class subjects 
includes every-
thing from sewing 
and quilting to ma-
chining.

Whether it’s 
earning hours to-
wards an HVAC 
journeyman ap-
prenticeship, child 
development asso-
ciate (CDA) cre-
dential, becoming 
a Certified Medi-
cation Aid (CMA) 
or learning to make sushi from an 
award winning chef, Tulsa Tech 
invites all individuals to explore 
their Part-Time Class Catalog to 
find the classes that fit their inter-
ests.

Although most part-time classes 
average 30 hours in length, ac-
cording to Russell Parker, direc-
tor of Adult Career Development, 
there are classes available to meet 
a variety of student schedules. 

“The majority of our classes are 
offered Monday through Thursday 
and usually last from 6 p.m. un-
til 9 p.m.,” Parker says. “But we 
also have classes where students 
receive a certification in a single 
session of eight hours or less.” 

Part-time classes have been a sta-
ple of Tulsa Tech since 1965 and 

since that time, have not only in-
creased, but also evolved to keep 

pace with to-
day’s workplace 
training needs 
and to reflect in-
dividual student 
interests related 
to current tech-
nologies.

“Anyone can 
propose a class 
on any subject 
to be offered 
through ACD.  
Once the pro-
posal is received, 
it goes through 
a research and 
needs analysis 
process,” Park-
er explains. “It 
all depends on 
the demand and 
meeting work-
force needs in 
the Tulsa Metro 
Area.  We have 
started residen-
tial and com-

mercial electrician classes that are 
designed to help students enter the 
workforce as a Journeyman Ap-
prentice while also earning hours 
that count towards their journey-
man’s license.  We have also add-
ed to our health care offerings to 
address the needs within our com-
munity.”

Other courses are not just indus-
try-driven but provide students 
with more flexibility in completing 
their individual career objectives. 
Tulsa Tech offers classes that train 
students to go into a field they are 
passionate about either for them-
selves or in the existing workforce 
such as floral design, taxidermy, 
upholstery, just to name a few of 
the many options available.

All of Tulsa Tech’s part-time 

classes are taught by certified 
instructors who have not only 
worked in the industry but also 
have years of valuable experience.

“It doesn’t matter if the class is 
related to maintaining your cre-
dentials, like Insurance CE, or 
simply an interest in a new hobby 
like sewing, our instructors have a 
professional background with ex-
perience related to each subject,” 
Parker says.

Anyone interested in how Tul-
sa Tech can further their interests 
or future goals is encouraged to 
explore the opportunities part-
time classes can provide. From 
Education and Creative Arts to 
healthcare certification and manu-
facturing, subjects are available to 
interest just about anyone. Each of 
the classes are designed with stu-
dents in mind.

Make this the year that you earn 
an industry recognized credential, 

upgrade your skills, or learn some-
thing new just for the fun of it! 

If you’re currently looking for 
exciting classes for high school 
and adult students, quality busi-
ness and industry training, or an 
opportunity to discover new goals, 
Tulsa Tech invites you to visit to-
day.  For more information, please 
call 918-828-5000 or visit us on-
line at tulsatech.edu
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News From
Tulsa Tech

By DR. STEVE TIGER
Superintendent

1st–12th Grade 

May 22–august 10
Join us on our 120-acre wooded campus complete 

with two gyms, athletic fields, barnyard, splash pad, 
hiking trails, and picnic areas.

2433 West 61st Street • 918.446.3553 • riverfield.org

T R A I N  F O R  A  C A R E E R  
I N  H E A L T H C A R E

Broken Arrow Campus 
4000 W. Florence St.

Lemley Memorial Campus 
3420 S. Memorial Dr.

Owasso Campus 
10800 N. 140 E. Ave.

Peoria Campus 
3850 N. Peoria Ave.

Riverside Campus 
801 E. 91st St.

Sand Springs Campus 
924 E. Charles Page Blvd.

(918) 828-5000
info@tulsatech.edu

Prepare for your future and learn the skills to achieve your goals. Apply online  

at tulsatech.edu/apply or for more information, call (918) 828-5000.

» Over 90 Career Majors     » State-of-the-Art Classes & Labs      
» No Tuition for H.S. Students     » Affordable Tuition for Adults

AT TULSA TECH,  WE 
HELP STUDENTS GET  

ON THE PATH TO A 
SUCCESSFUL CAREER

Part-Time Classes Offer Something for All

Oral Roberts University is ex-
cited to announce it will break 
ground on the University’s 
first new housing in 42 years. 
The apartment-style housing 
will be built where the Brax-
ton Residence Hall used to sit, 
between Christ’s Chapel and 
Howard Auditorium.

ORU President Dr. William 
M. Wilson joined the Universi-
ty’s Board of Trustees includ-
ing its Chair Dr. Mike Rakes, 
Tulsa Mayor G.T. Bynum, Tul-
sa City Councilor Jeannie Cue, 
Tulsa County Commissioner 
Ron Peters, and Tulsa Cham-
ber Executive Vice President & 
COO Justin McLaughlin for the 
groundbreaking on Wednesday, 
April 18, immediately follow-

ing chapel at 12:15 p.m., just 
west of the Prayer Tower.

The apartment-style housing 
will have separate towers, one 
for the men and one for the 
women with a lobby connect-
ing the two. Each suite will 
include a kitchen and a washer 
and dryer, plus living and din-
ing areas. The rooms will also 
include unique recessed sleep-
ing areas that will give students 
their own space.

The new residence hall con-
tinues a decade of new con-
struction at ORU. The Armand 
Hammer Alumni-Student Cen-
ter opened in 2013, followed by 
the Global Learning Center in 
January 2017 and the ONEOK 
Sports Complex last October.

Oral Roberts University 
To Build New Housing

Courtesy Tulsa Tech

HVAC: Earning hours towards an HVAC Journeyman Apprenticeship is 
one of the many options to pursue through Tulsa Tech’s part-time classes. 
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Union-Area Chick-fil-A Awards College Scholarships
By LEIGH-ANNE CRITES
Contributing Writer

Arthur Greeno, owner/operator 
of Chick-fil-A stores at Eastside 
market and Woodland Hills Mall, 
is honored to be able to award 
$5,000 in scholarships every year 
to dedicated students.  The schol-
arship winners know first hand 
that hard work, dedication, and a 
spirit of giving pay off. This year’s 
recipients are Chase Greeno and 
Daniel Terrill.

Chase Greeno of Chick-fil-A 
Woodland Hills Mall plans on 
attending the University of Okla-
homa in the fall of this year to 
pursue a music education degree.  
Greeno maintained an exception-

al academic record, is an accom-
plished Marimba player and four-
year member of the Union High 
School Regiment Band. He has 
served in many volunteer capac-
ities with his recent time devoted 
to Tulsa Pop Kids.  He is the son 
of Arthur & Noell Greeno and 
sibling to five brothers and sisters.

“While some leaders storm in 
and take charge, Chase prefers a 
more subtle approach. Chase mod-
els the behavior he wants then en-
courages others thereby creating a 
team of individuals who are a part 
of something much bigger than 
the sum of their parts. Chase likes 
to make work fun but also knows 
how to dig in and get work done 
when that’s what’s needed,” says 

General Manager Christine Rand. 
Daniel Terrill is a nursing major 

working towards his doctorate 
in nursing at Oral Roberts Uni-
versity.  Terrill plans to become 
a nurse practitioner. He carries 
several certifications and is a reg-
istered and licensed EMT.  He is 
currently a nurse tech at St. John’s 
Hospital.  Terrill enjoys skeet 
shooting and is a certified Ameri-
can Skeet Shooting Instructor.  

Terrill grew up in a military fam-
ily and is the second of four chil-
dren.   He volunteers at Victory 
Christian Center as well as Oral 
Roberts University Outreach. In 
the five years he has worked at 
Chick-fil-A, four of those years 
have been in leadership. 

Courtesy CASEY GREENO

EDUCATING EMPLOYEES: Arthur Greeno, left, owner/operator of 
Chick-fil-A Woodland Hills Mall, presented team members Daniel Terrill 
and Chase Greeno $2,500 each in scholarships recently. Chick-fil-A Inc. 
will present more than 5,700 scholarships in 2018. 

OklahOma FOundatiOn FOr ExcEllEncE 
hOnOrs uniOn acadEmic all-statErs

Union High School teacher Marie 
Pfaff-Taylor congratulates Ferdinand 

Mudjialim, an Academic All-Stater from 
Broken Arrow, during the Oklahoma Foun-
dation for Excellence Academic Awards 
Banquet, held recently in Norman.  Mudji-
alim, a 2018 graduate of Union High School, 
was among 100 outstanding seniors from 
Oklahoma public schools who were honored 

by the foundation as Academic All-Staters. 
He received an Academic All-State schol-
arship, sponsored by Ruth Nelson of Tulsa. 
The Oklahoma Foundation for Excellence is 
a statewide nonprofit organization that rec-
ognizes and encourages academic excellence 
in Oklahoma’s public schools. Pfaff-Taylor, 
who teaches engineering, was Mudjialim’s 
honored teacher guest at the banquet.

Union High School teacher Philippa Kel-
ly (right) congratulates Josie Uerling, 

an Academic All-Stater from Broken Ar-
row, during the Oklahoma Foundation for 
Excellence Academic Awards Banquet, held 
recently in Norman. Uerling, a 2018 gradu-
ate of Union High School, was among 100 
outstanding seniors from Oklahoma public 
schools who were honored by the founda-

tion as Academic All-Staters. She received 
an Academic All-State scholarship spon-
sored by the Williams Foundation of Tulsa. 
The Oklahoma Foundation for Excellence 
is a statewide nonprofit organization that 
recognizes and encourages academic excel-
lence in Oklahoma’s public schools. Kelly, 
who teaches history, was Uerling’s honored 
teacher guest at the banquet.

FERDINAND MUDJIALIM JOSIE UERLING
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UNION SPORTS

Union Celebrates Winning State Soccer Crown
By MIKE MOGUIN
Union Boundary  Sports Writer

It was a big moment on the pitch 
for Union, as the Redskins suc-
cessfully completed an unbeaten 
season by winning the Class 6A 
boys state championship in May.

The Redskins (18-0) won the ti-
tle game with a 4-0 shutout of ri-
val Jenks at Memorial Stadium in 
Sand Springs. It marked Union’s 
first state championship in boys’ 
soccer since 2007, and it came on 
a day when the Redskins’ baseball 
team also won state at Johnson 
Stadium at Oral Roberts Univer-
sity.

“It is a special feeling and I can’t 
believe that we won it and not just 
how we won it,” says senior for-
ward Ruben Carrasco. “We played 
in really good fashion. We played 
well.

“It’s a great feeling,” Carrasco 
says. “I’m glad baseball won it. A 
shout out to them. Now, it was our 
turn to bring one (title) to Union 
and that’s what we did.”

“It’s incredible,” says goalkeeper 
Logan Campbell. “It’s something 
we’ve been working on for a very 
long time. It was a goal of ours to 
keep a clean sheet all through the 
playoffs.”

Campbell got the shutout. It 
was the fourth straight for Union, 
which started the streak of keep-
ing opponents scoreless in the 
first round of the postseason. The 
Redskins got wins against Bar-
tlesville (4-0), Stillwater (3-0) and 
Edmond North (1-0; OT) before 
meeting Jenks in the final. They 
allowed only one goal in their final 
six games.

Campbell made a pair of big 
saves in the first half. He finished 

the game with only three, which 
means his defense kept the ball 
away from him most of the time.

“It makes my job so much easi-
er whenever they can just hold the 
ball and keep possession,” he says. 
“Makes my life 100 percent easier.”

Union got goals from Carrasco, 
sophomore Ruben Torres and mid-
fielder and freshman forward Ry-
lan Franca in the first half. Senior 
defender Cooper McCombs added 
the last one in the second half.

Carrasco scored the first goal 
from over 10 yards from the left an-
gle with 16:22 left before halftime.

With 4:03 remaining before the 
break, Torres scored on a penalty 
kick.               

“I felt pretty confident,” Torres 
says. “I knew it was my time to 
step up. My teammates had been 
stepping up the whole game, so I 
knew it was my turn. So, I felt pret-
ty confident. I knew everyone was 
confident about me finishing that 
PK (penalty kick).

Torres’ goal was considered to be 
the defining moment of the game 
by Union. He certainly agreed after 
the game.  

“They kind of slowed down after 
that,” Torres says. “They liked to 
push a lot on our shoulders and we 
opened up the game and it started 
going our way.”

Franca added another goal quick-
ly on an empty-netter with 15 sec-
onds to go before halftime. The 
Trojans’ goal keeper was a few feet 
away, out of place.

“He kind of got a touch on it and 
it bounced right to me, and the de-
fender was right in front of me, and 
I just tapped it in. Just a great feel-
ing today,” Franca says.

It was also considered another 
key moment in the game.

“I think the key moment was 
when we scored the second one,” 
Carrasco says. “And we kept go-
ing and going and going, and we 
pushed them through and the third 
one came right before half, which 
gave us more confidence going into 
the second half.”

“I’d say the second goal definite-
ly helped,” says coach Michael 
Young, who led the team to a title in 
his first year at the post. “I thought 
the third goal going in, right before 
the half, I think that was definitely 
a moment.”

With 31:29 left in the game, Mc-
Combs scored the Redskins’ last 
goal from short range.

While winning state was big, 
beating Jenks made it more spe-
cial.

“Yes, it is,” Campbell says. 
“They were a tough team and it 
was a tough game. They gave a 
lot of pressure in the first 30 (min-
utes) of the first half. But we came 
through.”

Having a new coach had a big im-
pact.

“I think our coach brought in a 
new set of discipline, which really 
brought the program together to 
play a little bit better under a new 
system,” Franca says. “That’s one 
of the reasons why we were able to 
bring home the trophy.”

“It is absolutely fantastic,” Young 
says. “The boys trusted me when I 
came in and listened to the things 
I say, and we had a great year to-
gether.”

Teamwork was the key to win-
ning, Young says.

“Playing as a team, every single 
player that plays, every single per-
son did their job, I’m really proud 
of them,” Young says.

 “I’m speechless,” Franca says 
“It’s like an emotional moment for 
our whole team. Haven’t won it in 
11 years. Just a great, great feel-
ing.”

“It feels great to be a state cham-
pion,” Torres says.

DEAN ATCHISON for GTR Newspapers

CHAMPIONS:  Union soccer players celebrate winning the Class 6A boys state championship while hoisting 
up the trophy in May. 
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OKC THUNDER NGIHT
AND BAG GIVEAWAY

Sat, Aug. 18
7:05PM
Presented by:

BACK TO SCHOOL 
BACKPACK GIVEAWAY

Sat, Aug. 4
7:05PM
Presented by:

FIREWORKS NIGHTS
AUG 3

Presented By: 
FOX23

AUG 17
Presented By: 

FFOX / 9-1-1 First Responders

AUG 25
Presented By: 

Tulsa’s Channel 8

AUG 31
Presented By: 

River Spirit Casino

 918.744.5901TICKETS AVAILABLE NOW: R O U G H N E C K S F C . C O M  |  9 1 8 . 7 4 4 . 5 9 0 1

SAT. AUGUST 11
|| 7:30PM ||
ONEOK Field
Back to School Night
& Team Poster Giveaway

WED. AUGUST 8
|| 7:30PM ||
ONEOK Field
Bark in the Park
& Buck Night

SAT. JULY 28
|| 7:30PM ||
ONEOK Field
TRFC Scarf Giveaway

TICKETS AVAILABLE NOW

  Upcoming
  Ma t c h e s

John Phillips Sees Basketball Career Wind Down

By TERRELL LESTER
Editor at Large

 There’s this thing between John 
Phillips and basketball.

 Call it passion. Respect. Admi-
ration. 

 Call it love.
 Since his days as a teenager in 

Tulsa, basketball has been the ele-
ment that completes John Phillips. 

 Playing the game. Learning the 
game. Coaching the game.

 Basketball changed John Phil-
lips’ life.

 And, through basketball, John 
Phillips changed a lot of lives in 
return.

 Today, at the age of 71, he is 
putting the wraps on a career in 
coaching that began in 1972 and 
stretched across parts of five de-
cades, through seven high schools 
and two universities.

 He has savored the fruits of vic-
tory.

 He has swallowed the bitter pills 
of defeat.

 His name is inexorably linked 
to a sport that develops boys into 
men.

 His life, his career path, was not 
so clearly defined in the beginning.

 There were those who set loftier 
goals for young Phillips.

 His mother expected him to en-
ter the field of law.

 A nun envisioned him entering 
the priesthood.

 Reared in a Catholic home, Phil-
lips attended Immaculate Concep-
tion school near downtown Tulsa 
through his eighth grade. At the 
urging of a nun, he spent his fresh-
man year of high school in a sem-
inary located in Bethany. He cele-
brated his 15th birthday immersed 
in the ecumenical environment.

 It lasted one school year.
 He admits now that he might 

have been a little too young to 
make such a life commitment.

 He was placing all his faith in 
others.

 He was not fully aware of the 
sacrifices he must make.

 He did, however, embrace his 
challenging academic workload.

 The discipline of the seminary 
was not unlike the discipline he 
acquired at Immaculate Concep-
tion.

 But the vow of celibacy, now 
that was something he had not ex-
pected.

 “When I was told that I couldn’t 
have a girlfriend for the rest of my 
life,” he said, he began making 

plans to return to Tulsa.
 “I really didn’t realize the finali-

ty of being celibate,” he said.
 Along with the heavy schedule 

of chores, studies and theology, 
Phillips was able to carve out time 
in the church gymnasium. For the 
diversion of basketball.

 “I really fell in love with the 
game that year,” he said.

 Returning home, he convinced 
his mother that attending McLain 
High School would be more ad-
vantageous for him and his future 
in basketball than would continu-
ing along the Catholic line of edu-
cation that included Bishop Kelley 
High School.

 It was at McLain that Phillips 
came under the watchful eye of 
basketball coach Joe Shoulders.

 Phillips made the varsity roster 
as a sophomore and through his 
graduation in 1965.

 The presence of Shoulders in 
Phillips’ life remains a defining 
period. 

 “He was a special human be-
ing,” Phillips said. “I loved him. I 
wanted to be like him.”

 During his time at McLain, be-
ing around Shoulders, Phillips be-
gan to view coaching as a career 
choice. 

 “I knew that the game meant 
more to me than it did to my team-
mates,” he said. “I could tell that I 
loved it immensely.”

 He went off to play basketball at 
Paris, Texas, Junior College, only 
to have the Army intervene by way 
of a draft notice in 1966.

 Once his hitch was up, Phillips 
enrolled at Oklahoma State Uni-
versity. He did not try out for the 
varsity, instead concentrating on 
his studies and watching basket-
ball practices. He met his wife-to-
be, Leah, while a student. 

In 1972, he landed his first coach-
ing assignment, as an assistant at 
Broken Arrow. He added the girls 
head-coaching title in 1975. 

 His future was solidified.
 He was following in the formi-

dable footsteps of his high school 
mentor Joe Shoulders.

 Phillips had been working sum-
mer basketball camps during those 
years and had caught the eye of 
University of Tulsa coach Jim 
King. Beginning King’s third year 
at TU, 1977-78, he brought aboard 
Phillips as a graduate assistant.

 The experience propelled Phil-
lips to his first head-coaching job 
in boys at Mannford (1978-80). 
He moved on to Bartlesville Soon-

er (which closed after the 1981-82 
school year) and to Edison High 
School in Tulsa (1982-88).

 At Edison, he coached future 
collegiate stars Archie Marshall 
and Kevin Pritchard while posting 
a record of 130-32. Included were 
two state runner-up finishes.

 The success landed Phillips a 
position on the Oklahoma State 
University staff in 1988 under 
Leonard Hamilton. A fellow assis-
tant coach was Bill Self.

For two seasons, Phillips and 
Self generated a bond that would 
endure.

 “I got my overall understanding 
of what the game was all about 
during my time at OSU,” Phillips 
said. “I really came to believe at 
that point that teamwork was what 
it was all about. That you didn’t 
have to have the best talent, you 
just had to have a team that played 
together. 

 “You have to do the fundamen-
tals, but you have to stress the im-
portance of teamwork.”

 When Hamilton departed for 
the University of Miami (Flori-
da), Self remained at OSU  under 
Eddie Sutton and Phillips took the 
head-coaching job at Stillwater 
High School.

 After three seasons, Phillips re-
turned to Broken Arrow as head 
coach. In his fourth season, 1996-
97, his Tigers team captured the 
Class 6A state championship.

 In the spring of 1997, Self was 
hired by the University of Tulsa. 
Immediately, he brought in Phil-
lips as a member of his new staff.

 The three-year run of Self and 
Phillips reached unprecedented 
heights at TU. The 1999-2000 
team surged into the Elite Eight 
stratosphere and the 32-5 record 
earned Self a promotion to the 
University of Illinois.

 Phillips chose to remain in Tul-
sa. When Buzz Peterson was hired 

to succeed Self, Phillips continued 
as a top aide.

 It was not to last. 
 Peterson bolted after only nine 

months on the job. 
 Phillips wanted the job. But he 

had to convince others.
 TU players preferred Phillips. 

He had been on staff for four sea-
sons. A new coach would be the 
third in three years. Phillips would 
provide needed continuity.

 Weeks passed after Peterson’s 
departure. Phillips finally was 
approved for the job in April 
2000. He was 54 and was hand-
ed the reins to his first collegiate 
head-coaching position. In his 
hometown.

 “I was not foolish enough to 
think that I was the best candidate, 
but I was the best candidate for 
what TU needed,” he said. 

 What TU needed was for the new 
coach to maintain the momentum 
that began on Self’s watch and 
had continued with Peterson’s NIT 
championship.

 Phillips was ecstatic. If the TU 
job had not been a lifelong dream, 
it was nevertheless a dream job.

 “I loved it,” he said.
 He cried when TU Director of 

Athletics Judy MacLeod handed 
him the contract to sign.

 Phillips also signed another let-
ter, one that he delivered to TU 
President Bob Lawless.

 It was a letter of resignation.
 “I told him that this will give 

you an out at the end of the bas-
ketball season. If it doesn’t work 
out for you, then it’s OK with me,” 
Phillips said.

 Things did work out. Quite well.
 Phillips guided TU to the second 

round of the NCAA tournament 
in consecutive seasons, finishing 
with 27-7 and 23-10 records.

 He is only the second TU coach 
to record 50 victories in his first 
two seasons.

 As TU slipped to 9-20 in 2003-
04, the glow was fading from the 
Phillips honeymoon. He was be-
ginning to feel pressure from out-
side the university.

 By the start of the next season, 
some of that pressure was turning 
personal.

 TU was 2-5 in December 2004 
and Phillips had endured enough.

  “My family was real important 
to me,” he said. “I could tell that 
they were hearing that their dad 
wasn’t ….” His voice trailed off. 
His head slumped.

 After a moment, he continued.
 “It affected my family and I 

didn’t want to put up with it. I’d 
rather go be a high school coach. 

 “You can put up with it if you 
want it badly, but it wasn’t worth it 
to me. I’ll go to my grave, it’s not 
worth it,” he said.

 He wrote another letter of res-
ignation. He delivered it to Judy 
MacLeod on Christmas Day 2004.

 “It was the hardest letter to 
write,” he said.

  He accepted TU’s offer to re-
main in the athletics department as 
an assistant AD. He remained for 
almost two years before returning 
to coaching at the high school lev-
el.

 He took control of the McLain 
program for two years, left to be-
come general manager of Indian 
Springs Country Club and was in-
troduced as head coach at Summit 
Christian Academy in Broken Ar- 
       (Continued on page 16)

Former Coach a Success
On and Off the Court

GTR Newspapers photo

HURRICANE MEMORIES: 
Coach John Phillips in 2004, cen-
ter, when he was the TU head bas-
ketball coach, with former Univer-
sity of Tulsa great James “Country” 
King, left, and Bill Kusleika during 
an Eastern Oklahoma Orthopedic 
Center Barbecue.  Phillips was a 
student assistant for King in the 
1970s when King was the head 
coach. King, an all-American at 
TU, went on to play for the Chicago 
Bulls and Los Angeles Lakers of the 
NBA before coaching the Athletes 
in Action and then TU. Kusleika 
served as a high school coach in the 
area after his graduation from TU. 

GTR Newspapers photo

PLAYER APPRECIATION:  Indian Springs Country Club in Broken 
Arrow was packed with former players, colleagues and friends earlier 
this year for the John Phillips retirement party.  In the photo, Phillips is 
surrounded by former players.
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Dale McNamara, Melissa McNamara Luellen, 
Kenny Monday Honored at 25th Iba Awards

This year’s Iba Awards was anoth-
er success as former University of 
Tulsa golf coach Dale McNamara, 
her daughter and former TU golfer 
Melissa McNamara Luellen, and 
former Oklahoma State University 
wrestler Kenny Monday were hon-
ored.  The Keynote Speaker was 
Doug Gottlieb, Fox Sports Radio 
and former OSU basketball player.  
Dave Hunziker, the “Voice of the 
Cowboys” on the Oklahoma State 
Cowboy Radio Network, served 
as the master of ceremonies.  The 
event was held the Hard Rock Ho-
tel and Casino in June.

The Iba Awards were created in 
1994 by the Rotary Club of Tulsa 
to recognize an influential male 
and a female premier athlete for 
their success in their sport, and 
more importantly, for being pos-
itive role models who give back 
to their communities – not only 

by donating to worthy causes but 
by being personally dedicated and 
involved in their chosen charities.

The awards are named after Hen-
ry P. Iba, former Oklahoma State 
University basketball coach and 
coach of three U.S. Olympic bas-
ketball teams. He was an unpar-
alleled success as a coach, lead-
er and citizen, and these awards 
recognize and honor athletes who 
best exemplify a high degree of 
citizenship in his image.

Dale McNamara and her daugh-
ter Melissa McNamara Luellen 
are the first female recipients of 
the Henry P. Iba Citizen Athlete 
Award.  Dale McNamara was an 
overwhelmingly successful gold 
coach at TU, leading the team to 
a national championship.  Her 
daughter Melissa was a great golf-
er at TU and went on to play pro-
fessionally.  She is now the head 

golf coach at Auburn.
Kenny Monday is a native Tul-

san who started his successful 
wrestling career at age 6 at the 
local YMCA where wrestling be-
came his passion. Monday won 
four State titles and went undefeat-
ed in high school with an amazing 
record of 140-0. In his collegiate 
career at Oklahoma State, he was 
a three-time NCAA finalist, who 
took top-prize in 1984 as the 
NCAA National Champion.

He was a three-time Olympian 
and two-time Olympic medalist, 
earning gold in 1988 in Seoul, 
South Korea, and silver in 1992 
in Barcelona, Spain. He won the 
World championship in 1989 and 
finished with World silver in 1991. 
In 1988, he won gold at the Tbilisi 
Tournament, which was consid-
ered the toughest in the world at 
the time.

GTR Newspapers photo

IBA CITIZEN ATHLETE CELEBRITIES:  Honored celebrities at this 
years Henry P. Iba Citizen Athlete Awards event are, from left, Melissa 
McNamara Luellen, Kenny Monday, Dale McNamara and Doug Gottlieb.

Sutton Named Honorary Chair of 2018 POSSE Auction
Former Oklahoma State head 

coach Eddie Sutton will be the 
honorary chairperson at the 2018 
POSSE Auction on Saturday, Aug. 
11 in Gallagher-Iba Arena.

“We are extremely honored to 
have our legendary coach as the 
honorary chair of this year’s POS-
SE Auction,” said Larry Reece, 
OSU’s senior associate AD/De-
velopment. “Coach Sutton and the 
Cowboys produced so many magi-
cal moments in Gallagher-Iba Are-
na, and I know our fans will really 
enjoy being a part of another.”

Sutton led the Cowboys for 16 
seasons and piled up a 368-151 
(.709) record that included runs 
to the NCAA Final Four in 1995 
and 2004. Under his guidance, 
Oklahoma State advanced to post-

season play in 15 of his 16 seasons 
in Stillwater, including 13 NCAA 
Tournament appearances, and he 
won 20 games or more 13 times.

In 37 years as a head coach, Sut-
ton posted 804 wins at Creighton, 
Arkansas, Kentucky, OSU and San 
Francisco.

The POSSE Auction is OSU’s 
biggest and most exciting fund-
raiser of the year and features live 
and silent auction items and a first-
class dinner and entertainment ex-
perience. This year’s auction items 
include exclusive OSU experienc-
es, memorabilia and autographs 
from favorite Cowboy and Cow-
girl greats.

To attend or donate an auction item, 
call the POSSE office at 405-744-
7301 or visit okstate.com/auction.
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KISSES FOR GRANDDAD:  Eddie Sutton is all smiles as he receives kisses from his granddaughters Mary 
Catherine and Caroline Elizabeth during the recent Iba Awards Banquet held at Hard Rock Hotel and Casino. 

Courtesy photo

NEW VIDEO BOARD:   The fan experience at Oklahoma State football games 
in Boone Pickens Stadium will be significantly improved in 2018 with the addition 
of one of the largest video boards at a college football-only stadium. The Cowboys 
open the season when they host Missouri State on September 1 and have seven 
home games this season.
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John Phillips Impacted Many Lives
   (Continued from page 14)

row in 2012. 
 When he announced his retire-

ment from Summit in March, Phil-
lips walked away from coaching 
with more than 400 high school vic-

tories. His record at TU was 61-42.
 “The innocence of the high 

school level is beautiful,” he said 
as he looked back on his career. 
“They are playing because they 
love to play.”

 Phillips coached because he 
loved to coach.

 In full retirement now, Phillips is 
relaxed, comfortable, content with 
life.

 “It’s 45 years (since he entered 

coaching) and I can’t remember 
having a problem,” he said.

 “I think I summed it up when I 
said, ‘Man, I’m lucky.’

 “I’m happy that I’ve had the life 
I’ve had.”

LA Dodgers Providing Quality Players to Tulsa Drillers
By GLENN HIBDON
GTR Sports Writer

 
 After 42 seasons in the Texas 

League, the Tulsa Drillers are fi-
nally reaching their Golden Age. 
They can say thank you to the Los 
Angeles Dodgers.

 With three trips to the playoffs 
since becoming the Dodgers’ AA 
farm team in 2015, Tulsa is win-
ning consistently on and off the 
field, and the trend is expected to 
continue.

 ”The Dodgers are an iconic 
brand to associate our city with. 
All their pennants and World Se-
ries success attribute to us in na-
tional exposure,’’ says Drillers 
General Manager Mike Melega. 
“The Dodgers have a large fan 
base and Tulsa fans can see our 
players on national television.

 “We loved the Rockies too, but 
they didn’t have the national ex-
posure the Dodgers get. They’ve 
won the National League West 
each year we’ve been affiliated 
with them and Cody Bellinger and 
Corey Seager were in the World 
Series last season.’’

 The marriage between the Drill-
ers and Dodgers has been a study 
in how the right romance can 
blossom into baseball bliss. After 
switching mascots from the Oilers 
to Drillers in 1977, Tulsa spent 26 
seasons with the Texas Rangers 
and 12 more with the Colorado 
Rockies. Neither relationship pro-
duced the joy experienced with 
Los Angeles.      

 “One of the greatest things that 
ever happened to me came when 
the Rockies made the World Se-
ries in 2007. It added credibili-
ty to our relationship,’’ Melega 
says. “The Rangers are not a 
perennial contender and never 
made the World Series in the 26 
seasons we were with them. The 
Dodgers have been in the play-
offs all three years we’ve been 
affiliated.’’

 So far it’s true the Drillers have 
benefitted more from their short-
term association with LA than 
with the Rangers or Rockies. Tulsa 
has worked the ancient major-mi-
nor league structure to the hilt. The 
original idea was for “farm teams’’ 
to provide players to the majors. 
Prospects who needed work were 
sent down and players who ex-
celled were called up. However, 
the plan worked best for the minor 
teams according to the quality of 
players signed by the big league 
club.

  Today, the majors and minors 
have a system in place where 
every year there is a two-week 
post-season window allowing 
teams to change affiliations. The 
Drillers used it to their advantage 
four years ago.

 “You can sign a two-year or 
four-year contract. You can extend 
it or let it play out,’’ says Melega. 
“At the end of the 2014 season, 
when our contract with the Rock-
ies played out, we interviewed 
with the Diamondbacks, Twins 
and Dodgers. Sometimes teams 

change affiliation two or three 
times in 10 years.

 “In 2014, we had built a new 
stadium and the Dodgers had 
more talent (than the Rockies). 
The Dodgers had the No. 1 orga-
nization in baseball in 2015 and 
have been in the top three ever 
since.’’

Los Angeles bought Oklahoma 
City’s AAA International League 
team in 2015, creating a comfort-
able geographic area for players to 
move up or down from Tulsa. Mel-

ega calls the Drillers’ merger with 
the Dodgers a win-win situation.

“We’re selling the fan experience 
and fans know they will have a 
good time, win or lose,’’ Melaga 
says. “It’s about the family and 
food and fireworks. We don’t con-
trol the play on the field, but when 
we win it helps business.

“Fans are excited to see our guys 
move up and they love getting 
autographs. It’s like a TV show 
where roster moves change the 
storyline and create plot twists.’’

A couple of big moments in 
the show came when Seager was 
named the Major League Rookie 
of the Year in 2016 and Bellinger 
repeated last season. Caleb Fergu-
son, Daniel Corcino and Dennis 
Santana, Tulsa’s top three opening 
day pitchers, were called up this 
season.

“We’re doing our part,’’ says 
Melega “The Dodgers have a deep 
farm system and we’re fortunate to 
have stability. We’re planning on 
staying with the Dodgers.”

MATT CHRISTENSEN

WILL SMITH:  Will Smith is one of the Drillers’ top players this season and projects to be in Los Angeles 
with the Dodgers in the next couple of years.  
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Tulsa Automobile Dealers Association 
Donation Fuels IMPACT Kids Program

It can take more than drive to get 
ahead. An early start accelerates the 
potential of a successful career for 
elementary students facing signifi-
cant odds against realizing their po-
tential and full contribution to our 
community.

“Tulsa Automobile Dealers Asso-
ciation (TADA) chose the Cross-
over Community Impact (CCI) 
award-winning IMPACT Kids 
After School and Summer Enrich-
ment Program at Hawthorne Ele-
mentary as our 2018 philanthropic 
partner because it is dedicated to 
students’ success, beginning at the 
elementary school level,” says Tom 
Bloomfield, Don Thornton Auto-
motive Group general manager 

Bloomfield was joined by other 
TADA members at a recent recep-
tion at Hawthorne to present the 
TADA $34,000 donation to CCI 
IMPACT Kids.

“The proceeds from the Tul-
sa Auto Show allow the TADA to 
make this generous contribution to 
the community,” says Bill Knight, 
president of Knight Automotive 
Group. “We thank Tulsa Auto 
Show attendees who make it pos-
sible for TADA to assist in support-
ing important programs benefiting 
our community.” In 2017 TADA 
made a donation to Pencil Box fol-
lowing the 100th anniversary Tulsa 
Auto Show.

“CCI is a Tulsa-based Christian 
organization committed to restor-
ing the north Tulsa community 
through reconciliation, love and 
justice,” says CCI Executive Direc-
tor Philip Abode.

Both a united community and 
an individual mentor are powerful 
forces to direct young students liv-
ing in an area where 46.4 percent of 
eligible residents are not in the labor 
force, average household income is 
$22,000, and 41 percent live below 
the poverty line.  Addressing the 
educational needs of its students, 
IMPACT Kids matches north Tulsa 
high school students in CCI’s Stree-
tLeader or Youth Jobs Program 
with Hawthorne students. Each 
high school student mentors, coun-
sels, and tutors the elementary-age 
students while developing both soft 
and hard job skills, experiencing 
daily coaching or professional de-
velopment, and receiving ACT prep 
and academic support in a nurturing 
environment. CCI operates sever-
al additional programs directed at 
community medical, economic de-
velopment and housing needs. 

Other TADA members attend-
ing the reception included Greg 
Kach, Tim Hensley and Nip Karn 
of Jackie Cooper Auto Group, Don 
Thorton with Lexus of Tulsa, Jer-
ry and Ryan Ferguson of Ferguson 
Superstore, Dave Croteau of Jim 
Norton Auto Group, and David 
George and Brandon Murphy of 
Nelson Nissan Mazda. The Tul-
sa Automobile Dealers Associa-
tion is a non-profit organization 
that exists to serve and promote 
the franchised new motor vehicle 
dealers of metro Tulsa and is the 
owner of the Tulsa Auto Show, 
one of the largest consumer shows 
in Oklahoma.  Among the 27 au-
tomaker brands participating in 
the show are Acura, Audi, Buick, 
Cadillac, Chevrolet, GMC, Chrys-
ler, Dodge, Fiat, Ford, Honda, In-
finiti, Jaguar, Jeep, Land Rover, 
Lexus, Lincoln, Maserati, Mazda, 

Mercedes-Benz, Nissan, Porsche, 
Ram, Subaru, Toyota, Volkswagen 
and Volvo.  

For more information on Cross-
over Community Impact, visit 
crossoverimpact.org.

TADA MENTOR:  TADA member Tom Bloomfield talks with Hawthorn 
Elementary students, TASA members and CCI staff.

SIGNIFICANT GIFT:  TADA donated $34,000 to CCI IMPACT Kids. 
Left to right are TADA member Tom Bloomfield, CCI Executive Director 
Philip Abode, IMPACT Kids program coordinator Leah Pickard, and 
TADA member Greg Kach.
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CHAMBER SUCCESS: The Tulsa Regional Chamber’s 24th annu-
al Resource Campaign concluded recently, raising over $3 million.  
From left in the photo are Steve Bradshaw, president and CEO, BOK 
Financial Corp.; Shane Fernandez, president, Nabholz; Sharon Fletch-
er, president & CEO, CommunityCare;  Mike Neal, president & CEO, 
Tulsa Regional Chamber; Justin McLaughlin, COO, Tulsa Regional 
Chamber; Allison Walden, senior vice president of resource develop-
ment, Tulsa Regional Chamber; and Karen Humphrey, executive direc-
tor of the Resource Campaign, Tulsa Regional Chamber.  See page 18.
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The Tulsa Regional Chamber’s 
24th annual Resource Cam-
paign recently concluded, raising 
$3,410,368.

Revenue generated during the 
campaign makes up nearly 25 
percent of the Chamber’s annual 

budget. Over the course of the 10-
week campaign, 100 volunteers 
sold sponsorships to 330 mem-
ber companies for the Chamber’s 
programs, meetings, events and 
publications.

“The annual resource campaign 
is an integral source of funding 
for the Chamber,” said Steve 
Bradshaw, president and CEO of 
BOK Financial Corporation and 
2018 Tulsa Regional Chamber 
chair. “We thank the campaign 
leadership team, the volunteers 
and our member companies for 
believing in the Chamber’s mis-

sion. These funds will allow the 
Chamber to build on our region’s 
current momentum and move 
northeast Oklahoma forward.”

Revenue generated through the 
campaign supports the Cham-
ber’s member services and pro-
gramming for small business, 
entrepreneurship, education, 
workforce attraction and legis-
lative advocacy. It also supports 
the contributions the Chamber 
makes to its regional economic 
development partnership, Tul-
sa’s Future; and the convention 
and visitors bureau housed at the 

Chamber, VisitTulsa.
The 2018 campaign—which 

had a cooking theme and was ti-
tled Recipe for Success—was led 
by Shane Fernandez, president 
of Nabholz Corporation, and co-
chair Sharon Fletcher, president 
and CEO of CommunityCare.

“Most importantly, I want to 
thank the dedicated volunteers 
who have worked tirelessly on 
this campaign for the past 10 
weeks,” said Shane Fernandez. 
“The success of this campaign is 
a direct reflection of their com-
mitment. I’m proud we are able to 

support the Chamber’s outstand-
ing program of work through this 
campaign.”

The top producing teams were 
led by team captains Lynda Win-
go, Julie Rethmeyer and Shirley 
Bailey. The top individual pro-
ducers were Mark Poole and Gary 
Broom, who both had more than 
$100,000 in cash sales.

The Tulsa Regional Chamber’s 
Resource Campaign is considered 
a model program by chamber 
peers and continues to be one of 
the largest campaigns of its kind 
in the nation.
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Chamber Volunteers Raise $3.4 Million in Resource Campaign

Jim Wilburn
Receives ADDY

Longtime Tulsa advertising 
and marketing executive Jim 
Wilburn has received the covet-
ed Silver Addy (SA).

Wilburn, who is the gener-
al manager of Major League 
Fishing, received the honor at a 
recent dinner at Tulsa Country 
Club.

He is the 57th Silver Addy 
honoree.  The award was orig-
inated by the Tulsa Advertising 
Federation but in recent years 
the selection and dinner event 
has been managed by past Sil-
ver Addy recipients.

The award is given “to rec-
ognize men and women who 
have made outstanding contri-
butions to advertising, creative 
excellence, industry’s standards 
and addressed social concerns,” 
said Charles Halliburton, who 
presented the award.  Hallibur-
ton was last year’s honoree.

Wilburn graduated from the 
University of Tulsa and became 

the top sales performer for local 
ABC affiliate KTUL.  In 1981, 
he left KTUL and co-found-
ed Winner Communications, 
which led to a storied career 
producing nearly 50 percent 
of ESPN’s Outdoors program-
ming.  During that span he re-
ceived 13 Emmy awards and 
two Eclipse awards.

JIM WILBURN

Tulsa World’s Susan Ellerbach
To be Honored at Tulsa Press Club

The Tulsa Press Club has named 
Tulsa World Executive Editor 
Susan Ellerbach its 2018 Tulsa 
Press Club Media Icon. Eller-
bach will be honored at the Tul-
sa Press Club on Aug. 3 at the 
organization’s annual Newsies 
event. A reception for Ellerbach 
begins at 6 p.m. and the program 
begins at 7 p.m. The Tulsa Media 
Icon award is bestowed annual-
ly to a local journalist who con-
sistently exemplifies the highest 
quality and commitment to jour-
nalism and journalistic ethics. 
“I am extremely honored to be 
recognized by the Tulsa Press 
Club as a ‘Media Icon,’” Eller-
bach said. “The Press Club con-
tinues to support local journalism 
and journalists which is a mission 
that I strongly support. Now, more 
than ever, the importance of a 
strong journalistic community en-
compassing all aspects of our pro-
fession is of utmost importance.” 
Ellerbach has held the position of 
executive editor since 2014 when 
she became the first woman to 
lead the Tulsa World newsroom 

in its more than 100-year histo-
ry. A graduate of the University 
of Kansas, Ellerbach worked for 
smaller newspapers in Kansas 
and Oklahoma before joining the 
Tulsa World in 1985 as a business 
reporter. In the 33 years since, 

she’s covered real estate, energy, 
politics and everything in be-
tween. Prior to being named ex-
ecutive editor, Ellerbach held the 
positions of business editor, Sun-
day editor and managing editor. 
Married to Richard Ellerbach since 
1988, the couple has three daugh-
ters and two granddaughters. 
The Newsies recognizes Tulsa’s 
favorite journalists across several 
news and information platforms. 
Nominees represent print, televi-
sion, radio and online platforms.  

The Tulsa Press Club created 
the Newsies awards several years 
ago to celebrate local journalists 
and support the organization’s 
mission to promote journalism in 
the Tulsa area through program-
ming, scholarships and a club-
house. A fun, lighthearted event, 
the Newsies showcases the Tulsa 
Press Club inside the historic At-
las Life Building, 415 S. Boston 
Ave., while bringing journalists 
from many outlets and plat-
forms together to celebrate one 
another. For more information, 
see www.tulsapressclub.com.

SUSAN ELLERBACH

GTR Newspapers photo

FEDERAL RESERVE CHAIR VISITATION:  Rose Washington was the guest 
speaker at a recent Rotary Club of Tulsa luncheon meeting.  At left is Immediate Past 
President of the club Michael H. Homan of Terracon, and at the right is Rotarian of 
the Day James D. Dunn of Mill Creek Lumber and Supply.  Washington serves as the 
Chair of the Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City and is also the executive director 
of the Tulsa Economic Development Corporation.



As Chairman of People to Peo-
ple International (PTPI) from 
2009 to 2013, it was an honor for 
me to work with Mary Eisenhow-
er, granddaughter of former U.S. 
President Dwight Eisenhower and 
CEO/President of PTPI.  Mary 
shared her views and vision about 
U.S. energy in a letter addressed 
to the 20th Annual 2012 Interna-
tional Energy Policy Conference 
held in Oklahoma  

“Energy is more than an ‘Amer-
ican issue.’  Energy is a global is-
sue, as we are all interconnected.  
It is the topic at hand, whether we 
are discussing the future of Amer-
ica’s energy needs, or following 
the United Nations Human De-
velopment Index, which many of 
you know relates quality of life 
with access to energy.  As James 
Conca shared in Forbes, ‘The 
world will not be rid of poverty, 
war, or terrorism until almost ev-
eryone on Earth is in the middle 
class.  And that requires energy.’  
We are all in this together!

Conca further stated, ‘That en-
ergy use is one of the most accu-
rate indicators of what is consid-
ered prosperity and happiness is 
a powerful concept.  Even more 
important to national security is 
that energy use trends with life 
span, peace, and democracy.’  
Conca’s view is that it is ‘uneth-
ical and unjust, as well as not in 
our national security interests, not 
to ensure that the rest of humanity 
achieves prosperity and long life.’

As we explore the future of 
energy, I hope that you will re-
member that point:  we are all 
interconnected.  When my grand-
father, U.S. President Dwight D. 

Eisenhower, gave his famous, 
‘Atoms for Peace’ speech in 
1953, the top-
ic was atomic 
warfare.  He 
said, ‘Occa-
sional pages 
of history do 
record the 
faces of the 
‘great destroy-
ers,’ but the 
whole book of 
history reveals 
m a n k i n d ’ s 
n e v e r - e n d -
ing quest for 
peace and 
m a n k i n d ’ s 
G o d - g i v e n 
capacity to 
build.  It is 
with the book 
of history, and 
not with iso-
lated pages, 
that the Unit-
ed States will ever wish to be 
identified.  My country wants to 

be constructive, not destructive.  
It wants agreements, not wars, 

among nations.  
It wants itself to 
live in freedom 
and in the con-
fidence that the 
peoples of every 
other nation en-
joy equally the 
right of choosing 
their own way of 
life.’  So wheth-
er we are facing 
the specter of 
atomic warfare 
in the 1950s or 
the future of 
natural gas to-
day, it is you, the 
innovators and 
the visionaries, 
who will ensure 
a brighter future 
for all.

In my role as 
People to Peo-

ple International’s President and 
Chief Executive Officer, I have 

the great pleasure of working to 
connect people of all countries 
and cultures.  Granddad believed 
that ‘peaceful relations between 
nations require understanding 
and mutual respect between in-
dividuals.’  It takes each of us, 
working together, to combat 
misperceptions, and it will take 
each of us, working together, to 
address the issues of energy in 
America and beyond.  We owe 
it to ourselves and to each other 
to address these needs in terms 
beyond today.  The future won’t 
wait!”-MJE 

Mark A. Stansberry, is chair-
man of The GTD Group, an 

award winning author and En-
ergy Advocate.  Facebook:  Na-
tional Energy Talk.
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Eisenhower’s Energy Message Then and Now

Creative Hair Center Celebrates 18th Year

By ELIZ HOLLIS
Contributing Writer

There has been a noticable resur-
gence in individuals exploring hair 
options.  Undoubtedly, self-es-
teem and personal identity impact 
lives socially and professionally.  
The appearance of a person’s hair 
plays an important role in how 
they choose to be recognized in 
the world.

Older people are not the only 
ones struggling emotionally with 
hair loss. Young adults and chil-
dren are devastated, often to the 
point of feeling isolated and de-
pressed. “Modern technological 
advancements in state-of-the-art, 
non-surgical hair restoration solu-
tions and cranial prosthetics are 
life-changing for most people,” 
says Michael Son, owner of Cre-
ative Hair Center.  

Creative Hair Center is celebrat-
ing its 18th year, located in Tulsa’s 
Bridgepointe Shopping Center 
(71st Street, west of Lewis Ave-
nue).  The setting offers easy ac-
cess and free parking. The owner, 
Son, created a fashionable Tuscan 
styled design only surpassed by 
his gracious understanding of dis-
creet, professional consultations 
and confidential styling services in 
private rooms. 

“I’m very happy to see the in-
creased acceptance for men wear-
ing man-weaves, more formally 
referred to as cranial prosthesis, 
hair replacement units or hair sys-
tems,” Son says. “My sincere hope 

is for society to continue to re-
move the stigma around wigs and 
hair replacement.”

Recently, upgraded wigs, exten-
sions and hair pieces have grown 
in popularity with the younger 
crowd.  Nonsurgical hair replace-
ment units are designed for most 
hair types, including Caucasian, 
Latino and African-American. In 
most cases they are 100 percent 
human hair, although some are 
blends with synthetic hair. Trans-
gender and gender fluid persons 
want to look natural.  Their tran-
sitional changes need to be precise 
to avoid comments. Today‘s hair 
additions offer realistic appear-
ance from all angles.

There’s a key difference between 
wigs and hair prostheses, says 
Son. A wig refers to any sort of 
head covering made from natural 
or synthetic hair and can be used 
for cosmetic or medical purposes. 
A hair prosthesis is a wig that has 
been molded, custom made for a 
person who has experienced hair 
loss due to a medical condition.

“We take everything into ac-
count when creating a custom 
unit. Texture, density, and color 
play a major part in creating the 
look and style to fit personal pref-
erences. It’s designed to achieve 
the look and feel of natural hair,” 
Son explains. “It enables the user 
to participate in sporting and water 
activities with complete comfort 
and confidence.  We have been the 
number-one choice for a number 
of celebrities and sportsmen.” 

While modern technology has 
enabled the creation of the most 
realistic, undetectable hair re-
placement systems to date, current 
hair replacement techniques bond 
the hair replacement system to the 
scalp with a translucent, hypoal-
lergenic medical adhesive, acting 
as a second layer of skin.  

Most importantly, no one should 
underestimate the importance at-
tached to the creative skill of those 
performing the procedures. Specif-
ic training is required for design-
ing, cutting and blending in a hair 
replacement system.

Award-winning technicians Kaci 
Listar and Melony Moore have 
more than 30 years of combined 
experience, ongoing education/
certifications and advanced skills. 

They have each won multiple na-
tional honors and served as con-
tinuing education instructors (lo-
cally and nationally). 

“Staying on the cutting edge 
of this technology sharpens our 
skills, expanding our knowledge 
to focus seriously on the health of 
the scalp, existing hair and custom 
hair prosthetics,” adds Listar.  

“Some stylists are uncomfort-
able with the level of responsi-
bilities necessary,” says Moore.  
“My nursing degree is enriched 
as we create solutions for those 
losing their hair whether it be nat-
ural genetics, hormone replace-
ment therapies, cancer treatments, 
head traumas, cranial surgeries or 
burns.”

“As non-surgical hair replacement 

specialists, we are just as passionate 
about modern hair makeovers for 
children who suffer from hair loss,” 
adds Listar.  “The instantaneous 
smiles on young faces are reflected 
in the salon mirrors as they regain 
confidence in their new look. One 
child explained, ‘I am disguised as 
myself.’  I am proud to be the side-
kick to their heroic status, helping 
them be their best self after losing 
their hair.”  

Hair loss is usually the result of 
stress, medical challenges or phys-
ical accidents. The staff at Cre-
ative Hair Center is ready to help. 
Call 918-492-1919 to schedule an 
appointment for a free analysis 
of your hair and scalp. For more 
information, visit www.Creative-
HairCenter.com. 

Hair Restoration, Replacement 
Becoming More Popular

Courtesy photo

CREATIVE HAIR TEAM:  Offering solutions for hair problems are, from the Creative Center staff from left, 
Melony Moore, manager and technical stylist; Michael Son, owner; and Kaci Listar, technical stylist
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  CALL 918-254-1515 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION

GTR CLASSIFIEDS
To place a GTR classified ad, please email advertising@gtrnews.com, or call 918-254-1515

Auto DonAtions

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! 
Help and Support our Veterans. Fast 
- FREE pick up. 100% tax deductible. 
Call 1-800245-0398 

Autos WAnteD 

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/Models 2002-2018! Any Con-
dition. Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We’re Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-985-1806 

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! 2002 
and Newer! Any Condition. Running 
or Not. Competitive Offer! Free Tow-
ing! We’re Nationwide! Call Now: 
1-888-416-2330

Business opportunities

$500 - $1000 Daily Returning Phone 
Calls! No Selling, No Explaining! Not 
MLM! Call 1-844-427-0313

eDucAtion 

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get FAA 
approved hands on Aviation training. 
Financial Aid for qualified students - 
Career placement assistance. CALL 
Aviation Institute of Maintenance 888-
686-1704

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING - 
Get FAA Technician certification. Ap-
proved for military benefits. Financial 
Aid if qualified. Job placement assis-
tance. Call Aviation Institute of Main-
tenance 866-453-6204

PHARMACY TECHNICIAN - ON-
LINE TRAINING AVAILABLE!  
Take the first step into a new career!  
Call now:  855-669-2185

 

employment 

25 TRUCK DRIVER TRAINEES 
NEEDED! Earn $1000 per week! 
Paid CDL Training! Stevens Transport 
covers all costs! 1-877-209-1309 dri-
ve4stevens.com 

FinAnciAl 

IRS TAX DEBTS?$10k+? Tired of the 
calls? We can Help! $500 free con-
sultation! We can STOP the garnish-
ments! FREE Consultation Call Today 
1-855-823-4189 

HeAltH/Fitness

Generic VIAGRA 100mg Generic 
CIALIS 20mg. 80 for $99 GREAT 
DEAL!!!! FAST FREE SHIPPING! 
100% money back GUARANTEE! 
CALL NOW 888-669-9343. Se habla 
espanol.

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 100 
Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00 FREE 
Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 
CALL NOW! 888-445-5928 Hablam-
os Espanol

HeAltH & meDicAl

Male Enlargement. Gain 1-3 inch-
es permanently, safely. Resolve 
ED. Licensed medical vacuum 
pumps or surgical. Free consul-
tation. Call Dr. Joel Kaplan 888-
978-HUGE (4843).  www.getbig-
gernow.com

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for 
$99. 100 pills for $150 FREE ship-
ping. NO prescriptions needed. 
Money back guaranteed!  1-888-278-
6168

Home improvement

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. 
EASY, ONE DAY updates!  We spe-
cialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, no 
slip flooring & seated showers. Call 
for a free in-home consultation: 888-
912-4745

meDicAl

FDA-Registered Hearing Aids. 100% 
Risk-Free! 45-Day Home Trial. Com-
fort Fit. Crisp Clear Sound. If you de-
cide to keep it, PAY ONLY $299 per 
aid. FREE Shipping. Call Hearing 
Help Express 1-855-409-6129

OXYGEN - Anytime.  Anywhere.  No 
tanks to refill.  No deliveries.  The  
All-New Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 
pounds!  FAA approved! FREE info 
kit: 844-558-7482

misc. For sAle
 
DIATOMACEOUS EARTH-FOOD 
GRADE 100% OMRI Listed-Meets 
Organic Use Standards. BUY ON-
LINE ONLY: homedepot.com 

KILL BED BUGS! Harris Bed Bug 
Killers/KIT. Available: Hardware 
Stores, The Home Depot, homedepot.
com 

miscellAneous 

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to-
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga-
tion. CALL 1-844-722-7993 

A PLACE FOR MOM has helped over 
a million families find senior living. 
Our trusted, local advisors help find 
solutions to your unique needs at no 
cost to you. Call 855-741-7459

Attention VIAGRA and CIALIS Users! 
Satisfy Your Partner! Today’s SPECIAL: 
60 pills $99, 100 pills $150. All Generic. 
100% Guaranteed!! FAST FREE Ship-
ping. CALL NOW: 888-885-4096 

Behind on your MORTGAGE? Denied 
a Loan Modification? Bank threaten-
ing foreclosure? CALL Homeowner 
Protection Services now! New laws 
are in effect that may help. Call Now 
1-877-212-1490 

Call Empire Today to schedule a FREE 
in-home estimate on Carpeting & 
Flooring. Call Today! 1-800-508-2824 

miscellAneous 

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any Condi-
tion Vehicle, 2002 and Newer.  Nationwide 
Free Pick Up! Call Now: 1-800-864-5960

Cross Country Moving, Long distance 
Moving Company, out of state move $799 
Long Distance Movers. Get Free quote on 
your Long distance move 1-800-511-2181 

DIRECTV SELECT PACKAGE! Over 
150 Channels, ONLY $35/month (for 
12 mos.) Order Now! Get a $100 AT&T 
Visa Rewards Gift Card (some restric-
tions apply) CALL 1- 855-781-1565 

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels 
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free In-
stallation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-855-837-9146 

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet.   Free 
Installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote.  Some restrictions 
apply 1-800-718-1593

Do you owe more that $5000 in Tax Debt? 
Call Wells & Associates INC. We solve 
Tax Problems! Personal or Business! IRS, 
State and Local. 30 years in Business!  
Call NOW for a free consultations at an 
office near you. 1-877-242-6911 

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As Low 
As $14.95/month (for the first 3 months.) 
Reliable High Speed Fiber Optic Tech-
nology. Stream Videos, Music and More! 
Call Earthlink Today 1-855-520-7938 

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 100 
Pills $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100% guar-
anteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-889-5515

HOME SECURITY - Leading smart 
home provider Vivint Smart Home has 
an offer just for you. Call 888-508-5259 
to get a professionally installed home 
security system with $0 activation

HughesNet Satellite Internet - 25mbps 
starting at $49.99/mo! FAST down-
load speeds. WiFi built in! FREE Stan-
dard Installation for lease customers! 
Limited Time, Call 1-800-610-4790 

INVENTORS - FREE INFORMATION 
PACKAGE Have your product idea de-
veloped affordably by the Research & 
Development pros and presented to 
manufacturers. Call 1-888-501-0236 for 
a Free Idea Starter Guide. Submit your 
idea for a free consultation.

LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK 
PAIN?  Medicare recipients that suffer 
with pain may qualify for a low or no cost 
knee or back brace.  Call 844-308-4307

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+? You And 
Your Family May Be Entitled To Significant 
Cash Award. Call 866-428-1639 for Infor-
mation. No Risk. No Money Out Of Pocket. 

MEDICAL BILLING & CODING 
TRAINING! Train at home to process 
Medical billing & Insurance! CTI can 
get you job ready! 1-833-766-4511 
AskCTI.com HS Diploma/GED needed 

miscellAneous 

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! Page 
Publishing will help you selfpublish 
your own book. FREE author submis-
sion kit! Limited offer! Why wait? Call 
now: 866-951-7214

Over $10K in debt? Be debt free in 24-
48 months. Pay nothing to enroll. Call 
National Debt Relief at 866-243-0510

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you behind 
paying your MORTGAGE?  Denied a 
Loan Modification? Is the bank threat-
ening foreclosure? CALL Homeowner’s 
Relief Line now for Help! 855-794-7358

Sleep Apnea Patients - If you have 
Medicare coverage, call Verus Healthc 
are to qualify for CPAP supplies for lit-
tle or no cost in minutes. Home Deliv-
ery, Healthy Sleep Guide and More - 
FREE! Our customer care agents await 
your call. 1-844-545-9175 

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, Internet & 
Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per sec-
ond speed No contract or commitment. 
More Channels. Faster Internet. Un-
limited Voice. Call 1-855-652-9304 

Stay in your home longer with an 
American Standard Walk-In Bathtub. 
Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-844-374-0013 

SUPPORT our service members, vet-
erans and their families in their time 
of need. For more information visit the 
Fisher House website at fisherhouse.org

Were you an INDUSTRIAL TRADES-
MAN (machinist/boilermaker/pipefit-
ter etc) and recently diagnosed with 
LUNG CANCER? You may be entitled 
to a SIGNIFICANT CASH AWARD. 
Risk free consultation! 877-781-1769 

WAnteD to Buy 

Wants to purchase minerals and other 
oil and gas interests. Send details to 
P.O. Box 13557 Denver, Co. 80201 

Cash for unexpired DIABETIC TEST 
STRIPS. Free Shipping, Best Prices & 24 
hr payment! BBB Rated A+. Call 1-855-
440-4001  www.TestStripSearch.com.

ADVERTISE to 10 Million Homes 
across the USA! Place your ad in over 
140 community newspapers, with 
circulation totaling over 10 million 
homes. Contact Independent Free Pa-
pers of  America IFPA at daniellebur-
nett-ifpa@live.com or visit our website 
cadnetads.com for more information
Reader Advisory: The National Trade Association we 
belong to has purchased the above classifieds. Deter-
mining the value of their service or product is advised 
by this publication. In order to avoid misunderstand-
ings, some advertisers do not offer employment but 
rather supply the readers with manuals, directories 
and other materials designed to help their clients 
establish mail order selling and other businesses at 
home. Under NO circumstance should you send any 
money in advance or give the client your checking, li-
cense ID, or credit card numbers. Also  beware of ads 
that claim to guarantee loans regardless of credit and 
note that if a credit repair company does business only 
over the phone it is illegal to request any money before 
delivering its service. All funds are based in US dol-
lars. Toll free numbers may or may not reach Canada. 

DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help get
the dental care you deserve

If you’re over 50, you can get coverage for about $1 a day*

Keep your own dentist! NO networks to worry about

No wait for preventive care and no deductibles – you could get a checkup tomorrow

Coverage for over 350 procedures – including cleanings,exams, fi llings, crowns…even dentures

NO annual or lifetime cap on the cash benefi ts you can receive

FREE Information Kit
1-877-308-2834
www.dental50plus.com/cadnet

*Individual plan.Product not available in MN, MT, NH, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of thistype. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY;call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN)6096C                                                                MB16-NM001Gc

Product not available in MN, MT, NH, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of 

Your Family Deserves The 

BEST Technology...
Value...
TV!...

1-855-677-6915CALL TODAY
Save 20%!

190 Channels

$14./mo.
95

Add High Speed Internet

Subject to availability. Restrictions apply. 
Internet not provided by DISH and will be billed separately.190 Channels

$
Add High Speed Internet

190 Channels

$
Add High Speed Internet

Upgrade to the Hopper® 3 
Smart HD DVR

• Watch and record 16 shows at once
• Get built-in Net�ix and YouTube
• Watch TV on your mobile devices

Hopper upgrade fee $5/mo.

Smart HD DVRSmart HD DVRSmart HD DVR

O�er ends 7/11/18. Savings with 2 year price guarantee with AT120 starting at $59.99 compared to everyday price. All o�ers require credit quali�cation, 2 year commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. 
Hopper, Hopper w/ Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. Upfront fees may apply based on credit quali�cation. Fees apply for additional TVs: Hopper $15/mo., Joey $5/mo., Super Joey $10/mo.  All new customers are subject to a one-time, nonrefundable processing fee.

 
 

W/ 24-mo. agreement. Redemption required.
 

 

IV SUPPORT HOLDINGS LLC
Ask me how to Bundle and save. CALL TODAY!

   877-625-0069   

Get a $200 AT&T Visa® Reward Card† when 
you sign up for DIRECTV SELECT™ Package 

or above.

OUT WITH CABLE.
IN WITH SAVINGS.

†$200 Reward Card for purchase of qualifying DIRECTV SELECT and above; O�er not available in select locations. For new residential customers in the U.S. (excludes Puerto Rico and U.S.V.I.). Residents of select multi-dwelling units are not eligible for this o�er. Reward Card: Will be sent letter with redemption requirements. 
Redemption req’d w/in 75 days from reward noti�cation mail date. Reward Card delivered within 3-4 weeks after redemption to customers who maintain qualifying service from installation date and through reward ful�llment. Card expires at month-end, 6 mos. after issuance. No cash access. For cardholder agreement, go to 
rewardcenter.att.com/myrewardcard/agreement_FSV.pdf. AT&T Reward Card issued by U.S. Bank National Association, pursuant to license from Visa. U.S.A Inc. May not be combined with other promotional o�ers on same services. O�er ends 3/31/18. DIRECTV SVC TERMS: Subject to Equipment Lease & Customer 
Agreements. Must maintain a min. base TV pkg of $29.99/mo. Programming, pricing, terms and conditions subject to change at any time. Visit directv.com/legal or call for details. ©2018 AT&T Intellectual Property. All Rights Reserved. AT&T, Globe logo, DIRECTV, and all other DIRECTV marks contained herein are trademarks of AT&T 
Intellectual Property and/or AT&T a�liated companies. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

EARLY TERMINATION FEE OF $20/MO. FOR EACH MONTH REMAINING ON AGMT., $35 ACTIVATION, EQUIP. NON-RETURN & ADD’L FEES APPLY. 
New approved residential customers only (equipment lease req’d). Credit card req’d (except MA & PA).



 July 2018 GREATER TULSA REPORTER NEWSPAPERS Page 21

  GTR Newspapers: Oklahoma’s Largest Monthly News Group

Dewberry, a 
privately held pro-
fessional services 
firm, announces 
that Christopher 
Cox, PE, has been 
hired as a senior 
project manager 
in its Tulsa office.  
Cox, who has 
more than 30 years of experience, 
is working in the transportation 
group and has a specific focus on 
municipal roadway and utility proj-
ects. Prior to joining the firm, he 
spent nearly 25 years working for 
the City of Tulsa and most recently 
served as the transportation reha-
bilitation manager. In this role, Cox 
was responsible for the long-term 
engineering and funding for the 
maintenance of all streets, bridg-
es, and railroad crossings in Tulsa. 
Now at Dewberry, he is working on 
projects for the cities of Tulsa, Bro-
ken Arrow, and Owasso, and road-
way improvements for an industrial 
park in Pryor, Oklahoma.

Cox earned a bachelor’s degree 
in civil engineering from Missis-
sippi State University (1981) and is 
a member of the American Public 
Works Association and the Ameri-
can Society of Civil Engineers.

Truman O. Criss, president of 
ROI Media Services LLC, an-
nounces the merit-based promo-
tions for three women to the cor-
porate board. 

Deanna McClure has been pro-
moted to senior 
vice president of 
client services.  
McClure is  a 
33-year veteran 
of the advertis-
i n g / m a r k e t i n g 
operations of 
broadcast, print, 
outdoor and dig-
ital media. She 
assumes total 
jurisdiction for 
all client-based 
marketing sup-
port operations 
and general of-
fice management. 
She has been 
with ROI since 
1997.  

Kim Marshall 
has been pro-
moted to vice 
president of me-
dia management 
operations. Mar-
shall, an almost 
20-year veteran 
of the marketing 
support business, 
has an excellent 
track record in 
print,  broadcast, 
outdoor and dig-
ital media utili-
zation. She pre-
viously worked 
for Clear Channel 
(IHeart), Shamrock, High School 
Sports the Magazine and Commu-
nication Graphics.

Katherine M. Wade was ROI’s 
first employee of the predecessor 
company to ROI. She is being pro-
moted to vice president of finan-
cial administration. Wade brings 
a wealth of experience in media 
operations.  During her 32-year 
tenure she has worked as a plan-
ner, negotiator and buyer as well 
as administrative and financial 
manager.  

Randy Heller is region manag-
er of client services.  He has more 
than 25 years of marketing and 
broadcast experience.  Throughout 
his career he has been responsible 
for broadcast sales and the market-
ing responsibilities of a broadcast 
group.  Heller was also the manag-
er of the customer service depart-
ment of a broadcast organization.  

The Tulsa Chap-
ter of the Okla-
homa Society of 
Certified Public 
Accountants of-
ficially named its 
2018-2019 of-
ficers.  Serving 
one-year terms are 
President Rayli-
cia Spencer, CPA, with Stanfield 
+ O’Dell in Tulsa; President Elect 
Deborah Vanderveen, CPA, with 
ALLCOM Administrative Ser-
vices in Jenks, PLLC; Secretary 
Kristin Aylett, CPA, with AAON, 
Inc.; and Treasurer Erika Coates, 
CPA, with Brainerd Chemical, 
Inc. Ross McKinney, CPA, with 
HoganTaylor, will remain on the 
board as the first past president.

The OSCPA also 
awarded Greg 
Jones, CLU, 
CHFC, with the 
chapter’s dis-
tinguished CPA 
honor at the 100th 
Annual Members 
Meeting in Okla-
homa City.

Jones currently serves as the Tul-
sa Chapter’s first past president. 
He is known as a steady sponsor 
and contributor to the chapter’s 
continuing education program and 
was instrumental in getting the 
non-profit board training series off 
the ground in 2015.

The Distinguished CPA Award 
recognizes chapter members who 
have distinguished themselves 
through outstanding community 
involvement, professionalism and 
activism in the profession. It was 
established to honor members ded-
icated to their communities and to 
inform the public of the contribu-
tions CPAs continuously make to 
their communities at the chapter 
level and their commitment to 
high ethical standards. 

The OSCPA’s Tulsa Chapter in-
cludes Creek, Osage, Wagoner, 
Washington and Tulsa counties.

Southeastern Freight Lines, the 
leading provider 
of regional less-
than-truckload 
(LTL) transporta-
tion services, an-
nounces that Kel-
ly Brackeen has 
been promoted 
to service center 
manager in Tulsa.

With more than four years of ex-
perience at Southeastern, Brackeen 
started his career at the Tyler ser-
vice center as an operations man-
ager. Since then, he has served in a 
variety of roles, including assistant 
service center manager in Tyler and 
most recently, service center man-
ager in Lubbock, Texas.

Brackeen will relocate with his 
family and looks forward to serv-
ing the Southeastern team in this 
new capacity.

Southeastern Freight Lines is 
a privately-owned regional less-
than-truckload transportation ser-
vices provider founded in 1950, 
specializing in next-day service in 
the Southeast and Southwest and 
operates 89 service centers in 14 
states, Canada and Puerto Rico. 
For more information, visit www.
sefl.com.

Paul Davis 
Restoration of 
Tulsa, a leading 
provider of fire 
and water dam-
age restoration 
services, recently 
received the pres-
tigious District 
Franchise of the 
Year award in its 
12-state district 
and recognition 
for the franchise 
company’s out-
standing staff 
members who 
were honored 
for excelling in 
the local resto-
ration industry. 
The awards were 
accepted by Tom 
and Vivienne Cul-
ver, owners of the 
l oca l l y -owned 
franchise, along 
with their team 
on May 19 at Paul 
Davis’ national 
conference. The 
company received 
the awards as net-
work-wide leaders 
in top sales and 
service, market 
penetration and 
customer satisfac-
tion, among other 
achievements.

 Team members 
who won the in-
dividual Best of 
the Best awards 
include Lori Ro-
sas, mitigation 
estimator; Aaron 
Horner, repair 
estimator; Dusty 
Day, project manager, and Mi-
chael Sullivan, project manager.

 Since 1993, Paul Davis Resto-
ration of Tulsa has helped individ-
uals, families, businesses, church-
es, and government agencies that 
have suffered property or content 
losses due to fire, water, storm, 
or other events. Paul Davis is a 
full-service company that provides 
initial drying and clean-up and 
complete repairs and reconstruc-
tion.  The local franchise is located 
at 10344-B E. 58th Street in Tulsa. 
For more information, call 918-
663-5848 or visit RestorationTul-
sa.com.

For more than 50 years, Paul 
Davis has restored residential and 
commercial properties damaged 
by fire, water, mold, storms and di-
sasters. The experts at Paul Davis 
understand the complex process of 
recovering from property damage 
and provide complete services; 
there is no need for the expense 
and confusion of hiring multiple 
contractors. Paul Davis is a one-
stop shop for disaster damage and 
restoration. Paul Davis Restoration 
has more than 375 independently 
owned franchises in the USA and 
Canada. The professionals at Paul 
Davis are certified in emergency 
restoration, reconstruction and re-
modeling.  

The Child Abuse Network 
(CAN) announces the appoint-
ment of Tim Neuman as board 
president along with its slate of 
new fiscal year 2019 board of-
ficers. Neuman is the manager 
of credit services at Williams 
Companies, Inc.  He will serve a 
one-year term. He has been with 
Williams Companies, Inc., since 
1992 and was originally in-
volved with CAN four years ago 
as a Williams Tulsa Are United 
Way “Day of Caring” volunteer.

At its June annual meeting, 
the CAN board also voted to 
approve its board officers in-
cluding President-Elect Rebec-
ca Thompson, chief accounting 
officer, AAON, Inc.; Past Presi-
dent Kala Sharp, vice president, 
Controller-Natural Gas, ONE-
OK Partners; Treasurer Jennifer 
Matson, assurance principal, 
Hogan Taylor, LLP; and Secre-
tary David Glasgow, CBRE.

“The members of the CAN 
board reflect the diversity of our 
community and the wide-rang-
ing aspects of child abuse in 
our region,” said Anna America, 
chief executive officer of CAN. 
“We are grateful to have a ded-
icated team of experts, business 
professionals, and community 
volunteers to come together and 
lend their talents and time. They 
see the need of the most vulner-
able children in our community 
and have stepped up to take ac-
tion.”

Four new board members are 
also slated for the 2019 fiscal 
year. Those new members in-
clude Chairman and President of 
Ross Group Warren Ross; Blue 
Cross Blue Shield Sales Exec-
utive Eve Adams; Community 
Volunteer Paula Kuykendall; 
and Cherokee Nation Business-

es Senior Real Estate Develop-
ment Manager Brian Hunt.

CAN’s board of directors is 
comprised of 24 individuals 
from the legal, medical, finan-
cial, business and community 
volunteer sectors of the Tul-
sa-area community. It is the 
board’s responsibility to provide 
counsel and strategic direction 
to meet CAN’s mission of pro-
viding collaborative interven-
tion services to child abuse vic-
tims so that they are encouraged 
to embrace a future driven by 
hope.

The Child Abuse Network is a 
public-private partnership that 
facilitates a multidisciplinary 
team of experts in the interven-
tion of child abuse once it is re-
ported. It runs the Child Advo-
cacy Center located at 2829 S. 
Sheridan Rd.
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Tim Neuman of 
Williams Companies, Inc., 
Becomes CAN President

BOARD LEADER:  Tim Neu-
man, manager of credit services 
for Williams Companies, Inc., 
was voted Board of Directors 
President for the Child Abuse 
Network at its annual meeting 
in June.

Two Nice 
Condominiums

Near TU for Rent
2 BR, 1&1/2 baths,  

laundry facility, pool, 
private parking

Call Juana
818-456-2974



Some buildings are worth writ-
ing about because of their excel-
lent architectural design. Others 
are notable because of the events 
and celebrities that 
utilized the space 
there. The Brady 
Theater is one of 
the latter. In reali-
ty, the building is 
just a big barn but 
a big barn filled 
with memories of 
famous and not so 
famous perform-
ers, so many that to 
list them would fill 
a book. Of course 
there is one, Mem-
oirs of the Old 
Lady by Jamie M 
Townsend.

In 1912, Tulsa, 
with a population 
of barely 30,000, 
was chosen as the 
site for the Interna-
tional Dry Farming 
Congress Conven-
tion, to be held in 1913. The Com-
mercial Club (forerunner of the 
Chamber of Commerce) in tandem 
with the Hyeehka Club lobbied for 
a new convention hall. A $100,000 
bond issue was passed and a lot 200 
by 140 feet at the northwest corner 
of Brady and Boulder avenues was 
purchased for $9,000. Architects 
Rose & Peterson were selected and 
T. O’Keefe won the bid for general 
construction. The style of the build-
ing was said to be “Richardsonian / 
Western Classic Revival.”  But as 
with many public projects, work 
took longer than planned. Ground 

was broken in the winter of 1913, 
and the building wasn’t ready for 
occupancy until May 1914. Its 
massive pipe organ wasn’t installed 

until 1915.
The building 

was a showcase 
for Tulsa with a 
seating capaci-
ty of 3,000 and 
storage facilities, 
which could ac-
commodate Met-
ropolitan Opera 
Productions (at 
the time it was 
one of only 16 
like facilities 
in the United 
States). The rake 
stage had a 13 
inch fall from 
back to front. 
Two hydraulic 
jacks enabled 
the wooden floor 
to be lowered in 
the back of the 
auditorium and 

the seats removed in order for the 
structure to serve as both a conven-
tional hall and a theater. A gener-
ous balcony provided additional 
seating and the building’s structure 
allowed for a second, higher balco-
ny (which was never built). Large 
wall fans provided the only ventila-
tion. There was no air conditioning. 
Thus, the facility was seldom used 
during the summer months.

By 1930, Convention Hall was 
looking tired and ragged around its 
edges. A $60,000 bond issue was 
passed to renovate and modernize 
the building. A young Bruce Goff 

with Endicott, Rush & Goff was 
commissioned to handle the design 
and given only 30 days to complete 
the work. The wooden floor was re-
moved and a bowl-shaped concrete 
was poured. Opera style seats from 
American Seating were installed 
with racks underneath each seat to 
store a male occupant’s hat.

An art deco treatment was devel-
oped including a lowered acoustical 
tile ceiling (painted in a checkered 
pattern), the balcony facing and the 
stage proscenium. Five 16 foot-
long chandeliers were hung from 
the center of the theater. The east, 
south and west walls were com-
pletely covered with red velvet 
drapes with 12” black borders. Fi-
nally, a custom-painted drop curtain 
in a distinctive art deco design was 
designed by muralist Olinka Hrdy.

By 1952, Convention Hall was 
again showing its age. A $250,000 
bond issue was passed and the 
name changed to Tulsa Municipal 
Theater. The building front was 
expanded to accommodate up-
stairs and downstairs lobbies, new 
dressing rooms and restrooms, new 
heating and lighting systems and a 
new roof. The infamous slanted 
stage was lowered and deepened. 
The red brick exterior was paint-
ed a light green. At this point in its 
history, the building was the per-
formance home to the ballet, the 
symphony, and the opera as well 
as a location for numerous other 
events. In 1965 the Frisco Railroad 
promised to refrain from blowing 
whistles during performances. De-
spite the many changes made to 
the building for over 60 years, its 

acoustics remained excellent.
The Tulsa Municipal Theater 

closed in 1977 when the new Per-
forming Arts Center opened. In 
1978 Peter Mayo, third generation 
of a Tulsa family heavily involved 
in the arts, bought the building 
for $37,777 with a seven-year 
non-compete clause. The inside 
had been stripped of most fixtures 
and the organ was sold for parts. 
Peter has been gradually restoring 
the building now called Brady The-
ater. Four hundred tons of air con-
ditioning, stage, furnishing, new 
seating and a new color scheme 
have been added. The blue green 
paint has been removed from the 
red brick exterior and landscaping 
added. As more and more events 
are scheduled, the future is looking 
bright for the Brady Theater.
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On Architecture

By ROGER COFFEY, AIA

Nola’s Makes a Splash With New Orleans Cuisine
By BLAKE AUSTYN
Contributing Writer

Nola’s Creole and Cocktails, 
1334 E. 15th St., opened in April 
along Tulsa’s Cherry Street in 
a majorly renovated space that 
for many years housed bars and 
nightclubs. The space is barely 
recognizable from what it used to 
be.

Patrons walk stairs to the front 
doors, with the hostess stand in-
side. They then take stairs down to 
enter the dining room—a decep-
tively clever mind trick to create 
the feeling that one is entering an 
underground speakeasy.

With no windows in the main 
dining room and bar, it is easy 
to feel as if one is below ground. 
However, bringing diners back 
to reality, there are windows in 
the built-out patio area that look 

out onto the restaurant’s spacious 
outdoor patio, which is currently 
empty real estate. I feel that with 
some water misters to combat 
the summer heat, and shrubbery, 
the space could transform into a 
pleasant, welcoming outdoor din-
ing destination.

My party visited on a Friday eve-
ning, and we quickly noticed that 
Nola’s has held its popularity since 
opening two months ago. The din-
ing rooms were packed with a 
30-minute wait.

However, we managed to secure 
seats in the bar area, which is first 
come-first served.

With how busy the restaurant 
was, it took a while to order our 
drinks and food. The food took 
equally as long to arrive at our ta-
ble.

We began with the Black Bayou 
Jambalaya Cakes, grilled Craw-
fish and Andouille jambalaya 
cakes topped with Pontchartrain 
sauce—a spicy white wine sauce 
with shrimp and crab. The cakes 

were spicy but a bit too doughy for 
my liking. However, the middle 
portions were tasty because that is 
where most of the meat was con-
tained.

I ordered the fhe Fat City Creole, 
a vegetable soup with white rice 
and choice of shrimp, crawfish or 
crab. I enjoyed this dish. However, 
I would have enjoyed it more had 
it been piping hot. By the time I re-
ceived it, the dish was lukewarm. I 
suspect my dish sat for some time 
while our other dishes were being 
prepared. But, even lukewarm, the 
flavors were tasty.

My friend ordered the Royal 
Street Shrimp, which comes with 
eight jumbo shrimp and two side 
orders. The shrimp was flavored 
and blackened very well, and my 
friend’s sides of maque choux and 
sautéed green beans were both 
delectable. The maque choux had 
bits of meat, and the green beans 
were tender and well flavored.

To share between us, we ordered 
the Lobster Mac and Cheese, 

which was creamy and delicious, 
with generous chunks of lobster.

Nola’s’ menu consists of many 
traditional Cajun dishes, soups, 
salads, sandwiches, and high-

er-priced meat dishes, including 
filet, porterhouse, red snapper and 
catfish. 

The restaurant is open seven 
days a week, 11 a.m.-2 a.m.

Local Dining

BLAKE AUSTYN for GTR Newspapers

CHERRY STREET LOCATION:  Nola’s is located at 15th Street and 
Peoria Ave. in Tulsa.

GTR Newspapers photo

BRADY THEATER:  Opened in 1913 as “Convention Hall,” the building has hosted conventions, musicals, 
operas and many other events over the years.

‘Old Lady of Brady’ Offers Interesting History in Tulsa
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More Bank for Your Buck

Free Small Business Checking

New Name. Same Bank.

Ask about fraud ID protection

Tulsa Drillers
vs. Arkansas
7:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

Tulsa Drillers
vs. Arkansas
7:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

Tulsa Drillers
vs. Arkansas
7:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

Tulsa Drillers
vs. Arkansas
7:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

Tulsa Drillers
vs. Arkansas
7:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

Tulsa Drillers
vs. Arkansas
7:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

Tulsa Drillers
vs. Corpus Christi
7:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

Tulsa Drillers
vs. Corpus Christi
7:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

Tulsa Drillers
vs. Corpus Christi
7:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

Tulsa Drillers
vs. San Antonio
7:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

Tulsa Drillers
vs. San Antonio
7:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

Tulsa Drillers
vs. Springfield
7:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

Tulsa Drillers
vs. Springfield
7:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

Tulsa Drillers
vs. Springfield
7:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

Tulsa Drillers
vs. Arkansas
7:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

Tulsa Drillers
vs. Arkansas
7:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

11

We Offer Health 
Savings Accounts

Tulsa roughnecks
vs. Fresno FC
7:30 p.m.  
Visit roughnecksfc.com for 
more information.

Tulsa roughnecks
vs. OKC Energy FC
7:30 p.m.  
Visit roughnecksfc.com for 
more information.

Tulsa roughnecks
vs. Colorado Springs 
7:30 p.m.  
Visit roughnecksfc.com for 
more information.

seussical Jr.
Theatre Tulsa Family
2 p.m. 
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

lizzy
Tulsa Project Theatre
2 p.m. 
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

lizzy
Tulsa Project Theatre
2 p.m. 
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

lizzy
Tulsa Project Theatre
8 p.m. 
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

lizzy
Tulsa Project Theatre
8 p.m. 
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

hairspray
Theatre Tulsa Family
7:30 p.m. 
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

1964... The TribuTe
Celebrity Attractions
8 p.m. 
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Doug Varone anD 
Dancers
Choregus Productions
8 p.m. 
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

shakespeare in loVe
American Theatre Co.
8 p.m. •  Aug. 3–4
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

beyonD DeserT
PAC Gallery
Aug. 1–30
FREE exhibit.

shakespeare in loVe
American Theatre Co.
8 p.m. 
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

newsies
Theatre Tulsa
8 p.m. 
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

The wizarD of oz
Encore Tulsa
7:30 p.m. 
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

The wizarD of oz
Encore Tulsa
7:30 p.m. 
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

newsies
Theatre Tulsa
8 p.m. 
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

newsies
Theatre Tulsa
2 p.m. 
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

newsies
Theatre Tulsa
8 p.m. 
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

newsies
Theatre Tulsa
8 p.m. 
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

brown bag iT: pac 
sTaff performs sea-
son highlighTs
PAC Trust
12:10 – 12:50 p.m. 
FREE event.

shakespeare in loVe
American Theatre Co.
2 p.m. 
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

shakespeare in loVe
American Theatre Co.
2 p.m. 
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

50 years of bollywooD
South Asian Performing 
Arts Foundation
7:30 p.m. 
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

shakespeare in loVe
American Theatre Co.
8 p.m. 
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

hairspray
Theatre Tulsa Family
2 & 7:30 p.m. 
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

hairspray
Theatre Tulsa Family
2 p.m. 
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

beiJing Dance  
TheaTer
Theatre Tulsa Family
2 p.m. 
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

parsons Dance (re-
laxeD performance)
Summer Heat International 
Dance Festival
2 p.m. 
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

parsons Dance
Summer Heat International 
Dance Festival
2 p.m. 
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

sugarlanD
BOK Center
8 p.m.
Visit bokcenter.com for more 
information.

gabriel iglesias
River Spirit Casino
8 p.m. • July 20
Visit riverspirittulsa.com for 
more information.

The oak riDge boys
River Spirit Casino
8 p.m. 
Visit riverspirittulsa.com for 
more information.

Vince gill
River Spirit Casino
8 p.m. 
Visit riverspirittulsa.com for 
more information.

somewhere in Time - in 
The wilD wilD wesT
River Spirit Casino
6 – 8 p.m.
Visit riverspirittulsa.com for 
more information.

imagine Dragons
BOK Center
7 p.m.
Visit bokcenter.com for more 
information.

umphrey’s mcgee
Cain’s Ballroom
7 p.m.
Visit cainsballroom.com for 
more information.

amanDa mccaVour: 
Diaphonous embroiDery
108 Contemporary
6 – 9 p.m.
Visit  108contemporary.org for 
more information.

cooking class: 
cooking your 
herb garDen
Cancer Treatment 
Centers of America
5:30 – 6:30 p.m.
Visit cancercenter.com 
for more information.

music sanDwicheD in 
Central Library
12 – 12:50 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

chris capsTone The 
magician 
Nathan Hale Library
11 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

fiTness on The green: 
zumba
Guthrie Green
10:30 – 11:30 a.m.
Visit guthriegreen.com for 
more information.

fiTness on The green: 
yoga
Guthrie Green
10:30 – 11:30 a.m.
Visit guthriegreen.com for 
more information.

killer Queen 
Brady Theater
7 p.m.
Visit bradytheater.com for 
more information.

american iDol liVe
Brady Theater
6 – 8 p.m.
Visit bradytheater.com for info.

bob Dylan’s 
“chronicles”: 
an eVening of 
Discussion
Central Library
7 – 8:30 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

Vinyl 
club for 
Teens
Central Library
1 – 2 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

TheaTer 
box: piraTe 
ship
Central Library
All Day
Visit tulsalibrary.
org for more 
information.

TheaTer box: animal 
kingDom
Central Library
All Day
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

beyonD The book
South Broken Arrow Library
2 – 3 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

inTro To 3-D prinTing
Central Library
5:30 – 6:30
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 

information.

canVa 101: online 
Design Tool
Central Library
1:30 – 2:30 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

harry poTTer moVie 
maraThon
Central Library
9 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for info.

garDen play ThursDay
Central Library
10 a.m. – 11 a.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

bounce’n beeThoVens 
presenTeD by miDTown 
school of performing 
arT
Owasso Library
10 – 10:45 a.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

#918rocks painTing parTy
South Broken Arrow Library
10:30 – 11:30 a.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

paws for reaDing
South Broken Arrow Library
4:30 – 5:30.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

barrelhouse swing
Willows Family Ales
6:30 p.m.

Contact barrelhousetul-
sa@gmail.com for more info.
Dreamworks maDagascar, 
a musical aDVenTure, Jr.
Van Trease Pace Studio Theatre 
7 –8 p.m.
Visit tulsacc.edu for more info.

sporTing 
clays

Tulsa Gun Club
9 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Visit tulsagunclub.

com for more 
information.

panic! aT The Disco 
BOK Center
7 p.m.
Visit bokcenter.com for more 
information.

canDlelighT concerT - 
beaTles To beeThoVen 
Ambassador Hotel 
7:30 – 9:30 p.m.
Visit cocktailconcertseries.com 
for more information.

Drawing on 
memories
Gillcrease 
Museum 
10 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Visit alz.org for 
more informa-
tion.

Tulsa area phoTograph-
ic socieTy - monThly 
meeTing 
Martin Regional Library
6:30 – 8:45 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

coVer To coVer book 
club
Broken Arrow Library
6:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

pbr: unleash The 
beasT 
BOK Center
Aug. 11-12
Visit bokcenter.com for more 
information.

beach sTreeT
BOK Center
Aug. 4-5 
Visit bokcenter.com for info.
   

niall horan
BOK Center
7 p.m.
Visit bokcenter.com for more 
information.

hank williams Jr.
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino
7 p.m.
Visit hardrocktulsa.com for 
more information.

blonDie
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino
7 p.m.
Visit hardrocktulsa.com for 
more information.

marTina mcbriDe
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino
7 p.m.
Visit hardrocktulsa.com for 
more information.
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OKPOP Museum Unveils Design Rendering

Oklahoma Historical Society 
officials unveiled on July 16 the 
rendering of the Oklahoma Mu-
seum of Pop Culture (OKPOP). 
Tulsa-based Lilly Architects and 
Overland Partners of San Antonio, 
Texas designed the facility that 
was revealed at the historic Cain’s 
Ballroom. 

Nabholz Construction will con-
struct OKPOP at 422 N. Main St. 
in Tulsa, across the street from the 
Cain’s Ballroom, home of Bob 
Wills and the Texas Playboys. Tul-
san David Sharp and Interak Cor-
poration donated the quarter block 
of land for the OKPOP site, esti-
mated to be valued at $1 million. 

“Grit and glitz is a term the team 
coined to describe the overall feel 
of the project,” said Chris Lil-
ly, principal of Lilly Architects. 
“With one cultural foot on Route 
66 and the other on Main Street, 
OKPOP will highlight the jour-
neyman’s struggle and the thrill 
of making it big – the grit and the 
glitz inherent to the life of Oklaho-
ma’s creatives.” 

Locally-owned and operated, 
Lilly Architects has served the 
greater Tulsa region since 2013. 

Their portfolio includes several 
projects in the Tulsa Arts District 
including 36 Degrees North, the 
Archer Building, the Fox Hotel 
Building and the Bull in the Alley 
among many others. They part-
nered with Overland Partners, a 
San Antonio, Texas based archi-
tecture design firm that specializes 
in sustainable architecture, urban 
design, and master planning with 

award-winning projects across 
the globe. Their museum design 
experience includes the Chicka-
saw Cultural Center in Sulphur, 
the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflow-
er Center in Austin, Texas, the 
Nelson A. Rockefeller Center for 
Latin American Art at the San An-
tonio Museum of Art, and the new 
Aquaculture Museum and Envi-
ronmental Center located in Gao-
chun County, China. 

“The design process was guided 
by paradoxes and surprises,” said 
Timothy B. Blonkvist, founder 
and principal of Overland. “Be-
cause pop culture itself reflects 
the trends of its time, the prima-
ry challenge for our team was to 
create a space that is both current 
and timeless, both popular and cul-
tured.” 

The design team found inspira-
tion in a gold Fender Stratocaster 
custom made for Bob Wills’ gui-
tarist Eldon Shamblin. The gui-
tar encouraged the project’s gold 
color palette. The structure was 
designed to house a living expe-
rience that includes event venues, 
stages and retail space. 

“The architectural design of OK-
POP is inspired by the idea that 
Oklahoma creativity has flour-
ished in the state because of a 
collision of cultures that resulted 
in a mixing of artistic styles, cre-
ating a rich storytelling tradition,” 
said OKPOP Executive Director 
Jeffrey Moore. “This creativity 
that sprung from barn dances and 
camp meetings in the country or 
the dance halls and movie theaters 

on Main Street spread to the rest 
of the world on the “Will Rog-
ers Highway” otherwise known 
as Route 66. Lilly Architects and 
Overland Partners captured this 
idea beautifully.” 

OKPOP is dedicated to tell-
ing the story of the creativity of 
Oklahoma’s people and their in-
fluence on popular culture around 
the world. The OKPOP staff is 
actively collecting artifacts, pho-
tographs, archival materials, film, 
video and audio recordings that 
represent Oklahoma’s creative 
history. 

Some of the famous Oklahomans 
that OKPOP will feature include 
Will Rogers, Bob Wills, Joan 
Crawford, Gene Autry, Leon Rus-
sell, Reba McEntire, S. E. Hinton, 
Garth Brooks, Wes Studi, Alfre 
Woodard, James Marsden, Car-
rie Underwood and Kristin Che-
noweth, among countless others. 

“We are honored to have been 
chosen to create this space to 
showcase the artists and audienc-
es that shaped Oklahoma’s past,” 
said Lilly. “We feel this space will 
evoke a sense of discovery and 
state pride for all visitors.” 

OKPOP will break ground in fall 
of 2018.

About The Oklahoma  
Historical Society:

The OKPOP is a division of the 
Oklahoma Historical Society. The 
mission of the Oklahoma Histori-
cal Society is to collect, preserve, 
and share the history and culture of 
the state of Oklahoma. Founded in 

1893 by members of the Territorial 
Press Association, the OHS main-
tains museums, historic sites and 
affiliates across the state. Through 
its research archives, exhibits, ed-

ucational programs and publica-
tions, the OHS chronicles the rich 
history of Oklahoma. For more 
information about the OHS, visit 
www.okhistory.org. 

Museum will be Located
Across from Cain’s Ballroom

Courtesy Six-PR

OKPOP MUSEUM:  The Oklahoma Museum of Popular Culture (OK-
POP) design rendering for the museum was unveiled July 16 in down-
town Tulsa across from Cain’s Ballroom on North Main Street.  Lilly 
Architects along with Overland Partners of San Antonio were selected 
to design the space.  
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OKPOP TEAM:  An array of impressive talent is contributing to the 
creation of the OKPOP Museum.  From left during the July 16 an-
nouncement are Mike Neal, Tulsa Regional Chamber; Jeff Moore, OK-
POP; Chris Lilly, Lilly Architects; Dr. Bob Blackburn, OK Historical 
Society; Ray Hoyt, Visit Tulsa; Blake Ewing, Councilor, City of Tulsa; 
Tim Blonkvist, Overland Partners; Michael Rey, Lilly Architects; and 
Shane Fernandez, Nabholz Construction.


