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MEDIA » The congregation
of Nativity of the Blessed
Virgin Mary Church has
much to celebrate this year
– 150 years’ worth of loving
and praising God, compas-
sionate and charitable pa-
rishioners, community in-
volvement and a rich, vi-
brant history.
Nativity BVM Church, as

it’s colloquially called, will
culminate its year-long se-
ries of special events on
the Feast Day of the Na-
tivity of the Blessed Vir-

gin Mary on Sept. 8, with
a special 150th anniver-
sary Mass at 4 p.m., con-
celebrated by Archbishop
Charles Chaput, and fol-
lowed by a celebratory din-
ner at Drexelbrook Catering
and Special Event Center. In
addition to current parish-
ioners and friends in the
community, former priests
and nuns who served at the
church, former parishioners
and school alumni will also
be invited and welcomed to
the celebration.
The Rev. Edward Bell,

now serving his 15th year
as pastor of the parish, ex-
plained, “From its founding
in 1868, the mission of our

parish has remained the
same: to proclaim the Gos-
pel of Jesus Christ, minis-
ter to the poor and sick, ed-
ucate in ways of faith and
celebrate the sacraments.”
Currently the spiritual

home to 5,200 individuals,
Nativity BVMParish is situ-
ated in the heart ofMedia at
30 E. Franklin St. Rev. Bell
is assisted by two retired
priests in residence, Mon-
signor Joseph McGeown
and the Rev. John Mulgrew
and Deacon William Kuss-
maul. Before being named
pastor in 2004, Rev. Bell
was preceded by pastors
the Rev. Henry Wright, the
Rev. Francis Aiden Brady,

Monsignor McCloskey, the
Rev. Lawrence Deering, the
Rev. Joseph McCaffrey, the
Rev. George Shay, the Rev.
Thomas Kelly, the Rev.
Bradley and the Rev. Fran-
cis Giliberti.
From its humble begin-

nings as a spin-off from a
mission site in Media for
St. Thomas the Apostle
Church in Chester Heights,
the first 54 parishioners
met in homes in Middle-
town and Media before
the church was erected in
1882, at a cost of $15,000.
The church building itself
has undergone countless
updates through the de-

LOCAL INSTITUTIONS

150 years of keeping the faith
Nativity Blessed Virgin Mary Parish celebrates 150 years of faith, hope, charity
Alice Pearson, co-
chair of the Nativity
B.V.M. Parish’s
150th Anniversary
committee, holds up the
commemorative t-shirt
and vehicle magnet
available this year to
parishioners and friends
of the parish. Over 1800
families belong to the
thriving parish. The
committee has worked
on hosting a variety
of events and projects
throughout the year to
mark the century and a
half milestone of their
church.
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of our entire staff, who strive to meet and exceed our residents’

wants and needs every day. We will be here for you through rain or shine.

| NEWS | DELAWARE COUNTY NEWS NETWORK WEDNESDAY, JULY 25, 20182 A

mailto:pdegrassa@21st-centuryme-dia.com
mailto:pdegrassa@21st-centuryme-dia.com
mailto:pdegrassa@21st-centuryme-dia.com


cades, including new win-
dows, flooring, aisle expan-
sion, Children’s Chapel, Ad-
oration Chapel, the outside
Shrine to Our Lady, pipe or-
gan, updated Stations of the
Cross, new and refurbished
interior art, new roof, kneel-
ers and lighting system and
much more.
The parish’s logo is “We

are the Hands of Christ,”
representing their solid
commitment to help-
ing those in need, locally
through their weekly and
monthly hands-on in-
volvement in a multitude
of ways, from outreach lo-
cally in Philadelphia’s shel-
ters and in Graterford and
GeorgeHill prisons, to glob-
ally through its mission
group that has traveled to
Biloxi, Miss., after Hurri-
cane Katrina, St. Croix to
aid a sister parish in need,

Church
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The banners proclaiming the 150th anniversary of Nativity
BVM Church in Media depict the Blessed Virgin Mary with
her parents Saint Joachim and Saint Anne looking up to
her. The anniversary logo was especially designed and
painted by artist Neilson Carlin.CHURCH»PAGE 11
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“Shop, Dine, & Entertainment”

MEDIA THEATRE PRODUCTION
THEATRE EXILE’S

On Stage August 8
thru August 26

PRESENTS A.......

“TOMMY AND ME”
By Ray Didinger

Directed By

Joe Canuso
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MEDIA » Former Delaware
County resident Dave Ta-
tum was the “Veterans
Night” honoree earlier this
year when the Media The-
atre Veterans Alliance, a
partnership of the Media
Theatre and the Pennsyl-
vania Veterans Museum,
awarded the Vietnam Vet-
eran a special certificate,
thanking him for his years
of heroic military and com-
munity service.
Tatum’s wife of 42 years,

Mary Ann, was at his side,
as he accepted the award.
Tatum commented, in a
voice laced with emotion,
“This is a night that I will
always, always remember.”
Tatum, the 73rd local vet-

eran to receive an Alliance
commendation in the past
18 years, was presented the
award by veteran Ed Buff-
man, a co-founder of the
Pennsylvania Veterans
Museum, on the stage of
the theatre. Before the pre-
sentation, Tatum and his
family and friends, as well
as fellow veterans, were
treated to a special recep-
tion in the theatre’s upstairs
Crystal Room.
The Vietnam vet, a res-

ident of Malvern, grew up
in Darby and enlisted in the
U.S. Marine Corps when he
was only 17. His parents had
to sign the papers for him to
join. In 1965, Tatum headed
to basic training at Parris
Island, followed by more
training at Camp Lejeune
in North Carolina and then
Radio School in San Diego
for a year, where he became
a highly-trained radio oper-
ator in Morse Code.
Tatum, attached to the

1st Battalion 9th Marines,
was then sent to Okinawa.
Due to its high casualty

rate, the Battalion was
nicknamed “The Walking
Dead.”
In 1967, the troopwas he-

licoptered into the Mekong
Delta in Vietnamwhere, un-
fortunately, the Viet Cong
were expecting them. Eight
Marines in Tatum’s troop
were killed in the first day
there. Tatum was a part of
an operation called “Deck-
house Five,” a U.S. Marine
and Vietnam Marine oper-
ation that took place in the
Mekong Delta. The com-
bined seabourne and heli-
bourne force assaulted an
area of Viet Cong on the
coast between CoChien and
Ham Luong Beach.
From there, Tatum

was sent for jungle train-
ing in the Philippines be-
fore boarding a ship in the
South China Sea, headed to
Da Nang, Vietnam, where
he would become part of
the 3rd Marine Division,
3rd Shore Party Battalion.
Operating out of the Dong
Ha Combat Base, Tatum
became part of a helicopter
support part of a helicopter

support team, which would
choose landing spots for he-
licopters to land to pick up
the dead and wounded.
Tatum’s 3rdMarine Divi-

sion was sent to Con Thien,
a Marine base only three
miles from North Viet-
nam, where fighting was
heavy to prevent the North
Vietnamese from crossing
into South Vietnam. Dur-
ing one of the battles, Ta-
tumwas photographed and
his photo appeared in Life
Magazine. From there, Ta-
tum engaged for almost two
months in The Battle of Hill
861, the first battle of Khe
Sanh, where the Marines
suffered heavy losses.
In November 1968, Ta-

tum had contracted Ma-
laria and was hospitalized
for a month. In Decem-
ber, he was wounded in the
leg by shrapnel. Tatum ex-
tended his tour of duty for
another six months, serv-
ingwith the same troop and
continuing in the field with
helicopter support groups.
Tatum finally left Viet-

LOCALPEOPLE

Veteran Dave Tatum honored
Media Theatre’s ‘Veterans Night’ recognized Vietnam veteran
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Enjoying some laughs and conversation up in Media
Theatre’s Crystal Room before the Veterans’ presentation
to Dave Tatum, far right, are, left to right, U.S. Army
Veteran Bill Lovejoy, U.S. Navy Combat Veteran WWII,
Media Mayor/Vietnam Veteran Bob McMahon and Mary
Ann Tatum, Dave’s wife.
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nam after 18 months there,
getting honorably dis-
charged. Through his years
of service, he had received
the Purple Heart Medal,
the Combat Action Ribbon,
the National Defense Ser-
vice Medal, the Vietnam-
ese Service Medal with
One Star, the VietnamCam-
paign Medal, the Vietnam-
ese Cross of Gallantry with
Gold Star, the Presidential
Unit Commendation and
the Good Conduct Medal.
After returning to civil-

ian life, Tatum attended
West Chester University,
where he met his wife and
earned his teaching degree.
The Tatums now have three
children and seven grand-
children. Tatum taught so-
cial studies and language
arts at Upper Darby High
School for 34 years. After
he retired, Tatum taught 12
more years at Torah Acad-
emy in Wynnewood, before
retiring, once more, last
year.
While teaching, Tatum

shared his military expe-
rience in Vietnam with the
students and created a ten-
year award-winning re-

search project for students.
They wrote biographies
about the 185 men from
Delaware County who were
killed in Vietnam.
Tatum is currently a

member of the VietnamVet-
erans of America Post 68 in
Delaware County. He was a
technical advisor for the
new Vietnam War exhibit
at the Pennsylvania Veter-
ans Museum.
VeteransNight at theMe-

dia Theatre was the event
which planted the seed for
what is now the Pennsyl-
vania Veterans Museum
at 12 E. State St., Media,
in the former Armory be-
low Trader Joe’s. The mu-
seum got its start in 2001
in theMedia Theatre after a
stage production of “South
Pacific.” Veterans were en-
couraged to bring memora-
bilia from their service days
to make a display for the
theatre during the show’s
run. Local veterans came
with photos, ribbons, let-
ters to home andmedals for
the exhibit, unknowingly
forging the foundation for
what was later to become
the Pennsylvania Veterans
Museum, just a short dis-
tance down the street from
the theatre.
Currently, the nonprofit

museum contains the fol-

lowing exhibits: D-Day
Highlights, Korean War,
Paratroopers Kiosk, U.S.
Army Air Corps, Naval
Battles in the South Pa-
cific, U.S. Marines in the
South Pacific, the Rup-
tured Duck movie theatre,
Women in War, and more,
as well as the new Vietnam
War exhibit. Admission is
free. Hours are 12 to 5 p.m.
Thursday through Sunday.
For more information, call
610-566-0788.
As he stood on stage

with his fellow veterans,
Media Mayor/Vietnam Vet-
eran Bob McMahon, WWII
U.S. Navy Combat Veteran
Ed Buffman and U.S. Army
Veteran Bill Lovejoy, who
was the director of Veter-
ans Affairs in the County
for 55 years, Tatum com-
mented, “This is such an in-
credible honor. I don’t know
if the word ‘wonderful’ has
ever been said in the same
sentence as ‘Vietnam’ but
tonight I’m making the ex-
ception. I can’t thank every-
one enough for this wonder-
ful night.”
Before being drowned

out by a thunderous ap-
plause for Tatum by the au-
dience, Buffman responded
simply, “You rightly deserve
it. You are a true American
hero.”

Veteran
FROMPAGE4
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On stage, prior to Disney’s Newsies The Musical, are WWII U.S. Navy Combat Veteran
Ed Buffman, left, as he presents a special award to U.S. Marine Vietnam Veteran Dave
Tatum, second from left. Also on stage for the presentation are U.S. Army Veteran Bill
Lovejoy, second from right, and Media Mayor/Vietnam Veteran Bob McMahon, right.
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“Tommy and Me” was
hailed as “unabashedly sen-
timental and sincere” by
theater critic Mark Cofta
during its premiere at The-
atre Exile. The play is an au-
tobiographical account of a
seminal time in RayDiding-
er’s life as he assists his life-
long hero, Tommy McDon-
ald, reach the goal of being
accepted into the Pro Foot-
ball Hall of Fame.
Didinger said, “I heard

from many people who did
not get to see the play they
hoped they would have an-
other chance. Now they do!
What is really gratifying,
though, is hearing people
say they saw the play and
want to see it again. And
that they are bringing a
friend, their dad or some-
one along with them. Even
non-sports fans have been
touched by the show. It’s a
story thatmakes people feel
good, and that’s a beautiful
thing.”
“Tommy and Me” had

its first public reading in

May 2015 by Theatre Exile
of Philadelphia. The world
premiere was also produced
by Theatre Exile under Deb-
orah Block, producing ar-
tistic director, in 2016. The
Media Theatre’s presen-
tation, Aug. 8 to 26, will
be the first time it has ap-
peared in Delaware County.
The play ’s wr iter,

Didinger, was a sports col-
umnist for the Philadel-
phia Bulletin and Philadel-
phia Daily News for three
decades. He was named
Pennsylvania Sportswriter
of the Year five times. He
was the first print journalist
inducted into the Philadel-
phia Sports Hall of Fame.
He won six Emmy Awards
as a writer and producer
at NFL Films. His docu-
mentary on the 1960 Ea-
gles championship season
won a Telly Award in 2011.
He was the 1995 recipient
of the Dick McCann Award
for long and distinguished
reporting on pro football.
He is a 2017 inductee to the

Broadcast Pioneers Hall of
Fame. Didinger is a grad-
uate of Temple University
and amember of the School
of Communications Hall of
Fame. He has authored 11
books. He is a talk show
host on WIP radio and a
football analyst on the Com-
cast Sports Network.
The show is all about

McDonald, who was born
in Roy, N.M. He was a wide
receiver who was a third-
round draft pick of the Phil-
adelphia Eagles in 1957. An
All-America choice at Okla-
homa, he won the Maxwell
Award in 1956 as college
football’s player of the year.
A six-time Pro Bowl selec-
tion (1959 to 1963 and 1966),
McDonald played seven sea-
sons with the Eagles (1957
to 1963), one with the Dal-
las Cowboys (1964), two
with the Los Angeles Rams
(1965 to 1966) and one each
with the Atlanta Falcons
(1967) and the Cleveland
Browns (1968). Now 82,

LOCALENTERTAINMENT

Media Theatre to present
Theatre Exile’s ‘Tommy and Me’
Show by Ray Didinger, directed by Joe Canuso to take stage Aug. 8 to 26
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McDonald currently lives
in King of Prussia.

The director of the show is
Joe Canuso, the founding ar-
tistic director of Theatre Ex-
ile who has directed many of
itsshows including “Ideation,”
“Lost Girls,” “Who’s Afraid Of
VirginiaWoolf?,” “Annapurna,”
“A Behanding in Spokane,”
“That Pretty Pretty,” “Mr. Mar-
malade,” “Red Light Winter,”
“The Gin Game,” “Burkie” and
“Belmont Avenue Social Club,”

as well as the world premieres
of “RIZZO,” “Last Call,” “Am-
putation Nation,” “Cryptome,”
“BigBlonde,” “Live at theApollo
Diner,” “The Frankenharry
Plays” and “Tommy and Me.”
He was nominated by the Bar-
rymore Awards for Outstand-
ing Direction of a Play three
times and was named Best Di-
rector in 2009 by The Philadel-
phiaWeekly for “Blackbird.”He
was nominated as Best Direc-
tor for aPhindieAward for “The
North Plan” in 2013 andwon in
2015 for “Who’s Afraid Of Vir-
ginia Woolf?” He was part of
Exile’s Barrymore Award-win-
ning ensemble for “Glengarry

Glen Ross” in 2007. And he has
performed internationally in
London, Prague and through-
out Italy.

Bruce Graham was the
script consultant for the show.
Graham began his career as a
playwright at the Philadelphia
Festival Theatre for New Plays
(PFT) in 1984 with “Burkie.”
Graham became playwright-
in-residence at PFT and later
served two years as artistic di-
rector. He has received grants
from the Pew Foundation and
theRockefeller Foundation and
was a past winner of the Prin-
cess Grace Foundation Stat-
uette. He won the Rosenthal

Prize for Coyote On A Fence.
He has won consecutive Bar-
rymore Awards for Best New
Play (“Something Intangible”
and “Any Given Monday”) and
Chicago’s Jefferson Award for
“The Outgoing Tide.” He is the
firstAmericanplaywright to be
invited two years in a row to
theGalwayArts Festival,which
produced “The Outgoing Tide”
and “Stella and Lou.” Graham
is a graduate of IndianaUniver-
sity ofPennsylvania.He teaches
playwriting andfilmcourses at
Drexel University. In the past,
he has taught graduate-level
playwriting at University of
Pennsylvania, Villanova Uni-
versity andRutgers.Hehas con-
ducted playwriting workshops
in high schools and colleges
across the country.

The cast features Simon Ki-
ley as Young Ray, Matt Pfei-
ffer as Ray, Frank Nardi Jr. as
Young Tommy and TomTeti as
Tommy.

The artistic team includes
set designer and lighting de-
signer ThomWeaver, costumer
designerKatherineFritz, sound
designer andoriginalmusicMi-

chael Kiley, propsmaster Flora
Vassar, video/projection de-
signerMichael Long and script
consultant Bruce Graham.

Tickets are $30 to $40 and
are available at mediatheatre.
org or by calling The Media
Theatre at 610-891-0100.

“Tommy and Me” is sched-
uled for Wednesday, Thursday,
Friday and Saturday evenings
at 7:30 p.m., as well as a Satur-
daymatinee at 2 p.m. and Sun-
day matinees at 1 and 5 p.m.
each week Aug. 8 to 26.

There are special guests
hosting a talk-back with the
audience at each performance:

• Aug. 8 — Dick Vermeil,
former Eagles head coach,
also head coach of Super Bowl
champion St. Louis Rams.

• Aug. 10 — Chris Stigall,
WPHT talk show host.

• Aug. 11 (2 p.m.) — Gene
Collier, author and playwright
of “The Chief,” the play about
Steelers owner Art Rooney.

• Aug. 11 (7:30 p.m.)—Vai Si-
kahema, Channel 10 news an-
chor and former Eagle.

• Aug. 12 (1 p.m.) — Bill Ber-
gey, former Eagles linebacker.

• Aug. 15 — Phil Martelli,
St. Joseph’s University basket-
ball coach.

•Aug. 17—GlenMacnow, 94
WIP Sports Radio Host

• Aug. 18 (2 p.m.) — Bill Ma-
rimow, editor, Philadelphia In-
quirer.

• Aug. 18 (7:30 p.m.) — Phil
Heron, editor,DelawareCounty
Daily Times.

• Aug. 22 — Mike Mayock,
NFL Network analyst.

• Aug. 24 — Ron Jaworski,
former Eagles quarterback and
TV analyst

• Aug. 26 (1 p.m.) — David
Boardman, dean, Klein School
of Communications, Temple
University.

• Aug. 26 (5 p.m.) — Joe
DeCamera and Jon Ritchie,
WIP sports radiomiddayhosts.

SponsoredbyMediaRealEs-
tate (title sponsor), Fellini Cafe
and Ariano’s of Media, Bar-
nieu Restaurants, Bruce & Gi-
uliana Zallie and Zallie Shop-
Rite Supermarkets, NovaCare
Rehabilitation, SportsRadio 94
WIP, Comcast, Spasso Restau-
rant and M & T Bank

Theatre
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Many of us have heard the
stories or seen with our own
eyes how big box stores are
hurting the bottom line of
small, local mom and pop busi-
nesses.

Sadly, we’ve even watched
some local businesses that
were forced to close their doors
for good. Unfortunately, the
traditional hardware stores
find it difficult to compete with
Home Depot and Lowe’s. The
small printer/stationary stores
are just about obsolete now
with Staples and Office Max
in town. Small, family owned
restaurants lose customers to
the well-known chains that
open nearby and can afford
glitzy advertising and ongo-
ing promotions. Just this week,
at least three different people
randomly told me that they’re
going to TGI Friday’s because
the ribs on their current com-
mercials look so outstanding.
The classic all-American cor-
ner store, what few there are
left, can barely hang on, with
supermarkets and Super Wa-
was every few miles. And busi-
ness owners of every sort feel
the pinch fromWalmart, Tar-
get and other huge variety su-
per stores.

One business which I never
thought about struggling in

an ever-changing world is the
small, local hair salon. I guess
they were just always there, in
every town, so I took them for
granted and never gave them
much thought.

Earlier this year, I received
a phone call from Cheryl Fer-
guson, of Newtown Square.
Cheryl owns Fergy’s at 25 S.
Jackson St., right in the heart
of Media Borough, across
from Spasso’s restaurant. I
had never met Cheryl before,
but as we talked, I began to
find her story more and more
interesting because it was
making me look at the neigh-
borhood hair salon in a whole
new light. Also, I felt like her
story may be more univer-
sally common than she thinks.
I told her that I would stop
by her salon sometime in my
travels, and she could share
her story. After all, I told her,
each and every small business
is important to all of us be-
cause they’re the backbone of
our community. We need to
support our small businesses,
help them to grow and thrive
because no one wants empty
storefronts in their towns.
Their success means our suc-
cess.

I stopped by Fergy’s on a
sunny afternoon last week. Be-

fore all was said and done,
Cheryl not only gave me an
inside glimpse of salons and
small businesses from her
unique perspective, but she in-
stilled greater salon empathy
in me going forward.

Thanks to the help of her
husband, Cheryl opened Fer-
gy’s in 1990 so she could ful-
fill her dream of taking care of
people’s hair needs and work-
ing with other like-minded
professionals. She named the
shop after her husband’s nick-
name. Cheryl and the other
stylists at Fergy’s have been
servicing happy customers in
this same shop for 28 years,
washing, cutting and dy-
ing hair, creating up-dos for
proms, weddings and other
special occasions and mak-
ing her faithful customers look
and feel their best. Fergy’s is
located on the former site of
the police station/borough
hall/firehouse, which was torn
down in 1971, she said. Before
she opened Fergy’s, the shop
was Henry’s and then Fran-
cesco’s.

The salon is charming,
painted in pinks and pur-
ples. It’s bright and cheery and
cutely decorated with all kinds
of memorabilia, gifts from cus-
tomers and trendy touches.

LOCALBUSINESS

Media salon thriving despite
world of high drama, chains

Find us on Facebook and Twitter.
Join us for worship on Sundays. Visitors are always welcome.

Christ Episcopal Church Media
311 South Orange Street, Media, PA

610-566-7525
Serving Media and surrounding communities since 1854.
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ByTinaDiSerafino
For Digital First Media

Summer isn’t over yet.
There’s still plenty of time
to enjoy summer activities
and events around Media.
From delightful nights of
experiencing Dining Under
the Stars in the very streets
ofMedia to indulging at Su-
per Sunday Festivals in the
early fall, here is your com-
plete guide for events tak-
ing place in the Media area
now through early fall.

Dining Under the
Stars

Every Wednesday eve-
ning from now until Sep-
tember, grab your signif-
icant other or friends and

LOCALATTRACTIONS

Media offers variety of fun events

PETE BANNAN — DIGITAL FIRST MEDIA

Vincent Galantino, 10, of Sharon Hill, enjoys his weekend at
the Spring Super Sunday in April 2016.

PETE BANNAN — DIGITAL FIRST MEDIA

Mary Galantino, Gabby Galantino, Laurie Cauller and Lindsay Cauller of Galantino Supply
Co. are among the many venders at the Spring Super Sunday in April 2016.EVENTS»PAGE9
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CASA Youth Advocates, Inc.
of Delaware and
Chester counties
would like to thank

The Constellation Network
for its generous contribution.
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DelcoCASA.org 610.565.2208

| NEWS | DELAWARE COUNTY NEWS NETWORK WEDNESDAY, JULY 25, 20188 A



dine under the stars on State
Street from Jackson to Orange
streets at your favorite local res-
taurants.
Media’s most popular local

restaurants participate in this
event. To see a full list of cur-
rent participants, visit visitmedi-
apa.com and be sure to visit their
Facebook page for more events
and details happening through-
out the event. Dogs, bicycles and
othermotorized vehicles are pro-
hibited.

Fall Super Sunday in
DowntownMedia

Kick off the beginning of the
fall season with Town Talk’s Su-
per Sunday on State Street inMe-
dia on Sept. 9 from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m., State Street will be covered
with an endless row of different
vendors with a variety of items,
ranging from homemade unique
crafts and jewelry to sportsmem-
orabilia and food.

While you shop, enjoy music
from local bands or even stop
to take a break and have some
lunch at one of the local restau-
rants.

2nd Saturday Art Stroll
Every second Saturday of ev-

ery month, enjoy Media during
late night hours where over 30
businesses remain open to par-
ticipate in a free arts event open
to everyone. 2nd Saturday is the
perfect opportunity for local tal-
ent to showcase themselves.
Starting at 6 p.m., local cafes,

shops and galleries open their
doors to local artists and musi-
cians and invite visitors to enjoy
the artwork and tunes.
In addition to this event, the

Media Arts Center and Gal-
lery located at 609-B W. State
St. holds openings for concerts
from 4 to 6 p.m. All are welcome
to come, and the event is BYOB.
Now that you have all the es-

sential information you need
to know about the local hap-
penings in Media now through
early fall, pick a few and invite
some friends to join and enjoy
the town!

Events
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PETE BANNAN — DIGITAL FIRST MEDIA

Scott McConnell of The Joe Staffieri Band sings at the Spring Super Sunday in April 2016.

1055 E. Baltimore Pike, Suite 100
Office: 610-892-8300

Cell: 215-990-8415
Fax: 610-892-8301

SHARON GOODSPEED
REALTOR®

sharon.goodspeed@longandfoster.com

25 South Jackson Street • Media, PA 19063
www.fergys.org • 610-566-9773

NOW HIRING
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Every Wednesday evening through September, dine under the stars on State Street from Jackson to Orange streets. Popular Media restaurants participate in this event. To
see a full list of current participants, visit visitmediapa.com. Dogs, bicycles and other motorized vehicles are prohibited.

LOCALATTRACTION

DINING UNDER THE STARS

DELAWARE COUNTY
BARASSOCIATION
335 W. Front Street, Media, Pennsylvania
(610) 566-6625 • www.delcobar.org

The Delaware County Bar Association is proud to have served our
community since 1872 and we continue to grow with the spirit of

“Everybody’s Home Town”, Media, Pennsylvania. Faith • Integrity • Diligence • Excellence • Service

Williamson College
of the Trades

“Building Craftsmen…
Instilling Character”

106 S. New Middletown Road • Media, PA 19063
610-566-1776 • www.williamson.edu

Critter Companions
we love your pets while

you work or play...

Jennifer Farber
267.784.3650

crittercompanions.com
jjcrittercompanions@gmail.com

Don’t forget to
like us on facebook!

insured & bonded
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and only a few weeks ago,
to Roanoke, Va.
In preparation for the

150th anniversary year, Fa-
ther Bell and 18 parishio-
ners formed a committee
in April of 2016, meeting
monthly and then bi-weekly.
The committee includesRev.
Bell, co-chairs Linda Reilly
and Alice Pearson, Frances
Blanchette, SandyBuchanan,
John Blisard, John Deady,
Ted Deady, Annette De-
bevec,MaryannDotts,Marie
Gianchetti, John Isselmann,
Peg Isselmann, Barbara Ke-
arney, Colette Pastore, Gary
Rainey,ThomasStephanand
Patricia Walton.
“Father Bell really is the

strength of our parish, em-
bracing newcomers, lifelong
parishioners andwelcoming
ideas,” Reilly said.
The group worked dili-

gently to host a year full of
events that kickedoff lastDe-

cember with a Mass and re-
ception and hasn’t skipped a
month since.
“We truly worked as a

team to make our anniver-
sary year special,” co-chair
Reilly said. “Everyone did
their part and worked hard,
but with great joy, to make
it happen. Marie Gianchetti
planned our trips, Gary
Rainey worked on acquir-
ing wooden church repli-
cas, Tom Stephan was our
photographer, Fran Blanch-
ette worked with the printer
on the history book, every-
one helped in some way. I
couldn’t even begin to name
all of the ways each person
contributed and helped to
make our anniversary year
special.”
So far, activities have in-

cluded special speakers,
a bus trip to Washington,
D.C., with Mass celebrated
in Immaculate Conception
Basilica; a concert by Ches-
ter Children’s Choir in the
church; a parishpicnic in the
schoolyard;GoodFriday Sta-
tions throughoutMedia; a St.

Vincent DePaul Poor Man’s
Supper; a Memorial Mass
and luncheon for Parish
Founders andotherdeceased
parishioners atCalvaryCem-
etery; an Anointing-Healing
Mass; and many more. Even
the youth got involved and
held a special CYOsockdrive
with hopes of collecting 150
pairs of socks for the men at
St. John’s Hospice. They sur-
passed their goal and col-
lected almost 500 pairs.
In addition to the up-

coming Anniversary Mass
on Sept. 8, other future ac-
tivities planned, before the
milestone year draws to a
close, include a Blessing of
Animals and a Pasta and Pi-
not night on Oct. 6; a Parish
Mission with John Leonetti,
Oct. 7-9; a Mass of Remem-
branceonNov. 2; aparishka-
raoke night on Nov. 3 at Me-
dia Community Center; and
anall-class alumnimemorial
Mass, followed by a reunion
in the school on Oct. 27.
Nativity BVM School

closed in 2012 and merged
with St. John Chrysostom

in Wallingford to form Our
Mother of Providence Re-
gional School, where some
Nativity students now at-
tend. The former school on
Gayley Street is nowused for
the 300 plus PREP students
who attend religious weekly
instruction andas additional
space for parish groups to
meet and hold activities.
In celebration of the 2018

banner year, the church stee-
ple has been equipped with
outdoor lights, to shine as a
beacon of hope and light in
the community.
“We have a great spirit in

our church,” Father Bell ex-
plained. “People always tell
me that when they come
into our church, they imme-
diately get the feelingofwhat
a very caringand special par-
ish we are.”
Nativity BVM is an ac-

tive parish, with parishio-
ners participating as lec-
tors, altar servers, Eucharis-
tic ministers, CYO coaches
and in other ministries of
the church, as well as work-
ing as “the hands of Christ,”

almost daily. The Nativity
Stitchersmakehats, blankets
andmore forMother’sHome
in Darby, as well as Baptism
bibs for Nativity babies and
hospice blankets. Another
group at the church hand-
crafts Rosaries, which Fa-
ther Bell blesses. The Rosary
beads are then distributed,
with messages of hope and
inspiration, to area prisons.
Theparishhas abusy food

pantry, its own Knights of
Columbus and Saint Vin-
cent DePaul Society chap-
ters, which help those in
need locally, an adopt-a-res-
ident program that pairs
parishioners with nursing
home residents, a H.O.P.E.
program that helps to trans-
port elderly or disabled pa-
rishioners to doctor appoint-
ments and other errands,
and an active outreach min-
istry to feed, clothe and pro-
vide toiletries for the men at
St. John’s Hospice homeless
shelter in Philadelphia. The
parish prepares more cas-
seroles for St. John’s Hos-
pice than any other parish

in the Archdiocese of Phil-
adelphia and serves lunch
eachmonthat the St. Francis
SoupKitchen inKensington.
Some parishioners also par-
ticipate in the church’s Le-
gion of Mary, Altar Society,
Garden Club, Book Club and
Rosary For Peace groups.
The church also has an ac-
tive youth ministry.
“Ourdedicatedandcaring

parishioners always are the
first to respond to any kind
of need, in our parish and in
the community,” Father Bell
said fondly.
“Our parish is all about

faith, friendship and char-
ity,” co-chair Alice Pearson
added.
To commemorate the

spirit of Nativity BVM, the
committee collected photos,
stories and artifacts from
current and former parish-
ioners for display. The com-
mittee also put together sev-
eral items as remembrances
of the special milestone and
to recognize the extraordi-
nary parish spirit that is so
prevalent at Nativity BVM.

Church
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Furniture repairs, simple upholstery
Minor electrical work

(no major appliances or TVs)
Small building projects

Cell: 610-675-6821
danandersen43@gmail.com

321 Union Ave.,
Swarthmore, PA 19081

BRING IT TO THE BARN

A proud part of Keller Williams Real Estate in
Media, Pa, and former owner of Salon Bella
Gente located on State Street Media for
15 years. Also a former member of the MBA
for 4 years. This is where my LOVE for MEDIA
and the surrounding areas of Delaware

County began. Keeping active in the community and giving back has
always been my priority. Currently, I am on the Preservation committee for
Media Businesses, Board Member for Concord Hills HOA, and a Active Real
Estate Agent in your area. The passion and drive that becomes me when
I am working diligently with my clients, shows in the 50 Transactions I have
closed in the last 1 ½ years. Offering you 100% positive interaction with all
your Real Estate needs. Getting it SOLD and/or finding that “Perfect Dream
Home” for you & your family. With years of living and raising my family in
the area, I can offer you knowledge and real estate expertise. Call me for
your Real Estate needs 610-304-7584.

Closing Delco Deals in my High Heels!!!!
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Roman old world
square pie

BYOB • CATERING
DINE IN • TAKE-OUT • DELIVERY

111 West State Street • Media
610-744-1077

larielesquarepie.com
Hours: Mon-Thurs 11am-9pm • Fri-Sat 11am-10pm

Sun 1pm-9pm

Wood-fired
Sicilian wings

We Drive to your event.
A MOBILE

WOOD-FIRED
KITCHEN

(same ownership as Stephen’s on State)
Birthday, Block, Office Party.

We come to you!
833-749-9229

WOOD FIRED SQUARE PIE
(same ownership as Stephen’s on State)

LARIELE

Purchase at:

LOCALFlavor.COM
HURRY! Quantities are very limited.

$10 for $20
worth of casual dining

Take-out/Delivery Special Take-out/Delivery Special

LARIELE WOOD FIRED
SQUARE PIE
610-744-1077

With this coupon. Must mention when
ordering. Not valid with other offers.

Expires 8/31/2018.
Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

LARIELE WOOD FIRED
SQUARE PIE
610-744-1077

With this coupon. Must mention when
ordering. Not valid with other offers.

Expires 8/31/2018.
Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

$5OFF $10OFFany order
of $25 or more

any order
of $50 or more

OUR BEST DEAL IS ONLINE
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