
Gift
For
YouYou

Call or text to book appointments.

Mindy Ben� ey
903-348-1929

Sassy Southern Roots Salon
Located inside Chanler Salons

468 Shannon Rd., Ste. 7B Sul. Spgs., Tx.

Gift Certificate
To:
From:
Amount:
Issue Date                                Expires

The
Adventure
     Begins!

You are invited to a
BABY SHOWER

BRUNCH
Honoring

Courtney Tolleson
Saturday
Aug. 4
11 a.m.

The Location
1015 FM 2297

Home of
Carolyn Rawson

1 mile south of red light at Arbala Road and 
Wildcat Way on the left, look for balloons!

Oh, it's a boy!

If you can think it....
we can print it�

 Invitations for par�ies, baby 
showers, bir�hdays,

 anniversaries, g�aduations, 
weddings, thank you notes, etc.

Gist  cer�ifi cates, business cards, 
g�and opening post cards, etc.

Thank You

Mindy Ben� ey
Hair Stylist &
Manicurist

Sassy Southern R� ts Salon
(Located inside Chanler Salons)

468 Shannon Rd., Ste. 7B
Salon M

Sulphur Springs, Tx. 75482

903-348-1929

Quick turn around...
usually 2-3 days!

Call Pat or Joy!
903-885-3633

115 Jefferson St.   Sulphur Springs, Texas We deliver!

★
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Employment Miscellaneous

Real Estate

Truck Drivers Needed 
Flat bed pays 50% call 
anytime 903-348-6442

25 TRUCK DRIVER 
TRAINEES NEEDED! 
Earn $1000 per week! 
Paid CDL Training! 
Stevens Transport 
covers all costs! 1-877-
209-1309 drive4stevens.
com

Miscellaneous

Autos Wanted

Miscellaneous

DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help get the dental care you deserve
If you’re over 50, you can get coverage for about 
$1 a day*

Keep your own dentist! You can go to any dentist 
you want

NO annual or lifetime cap on the cash benefi ts 
you can receive 

No wait for preventive care and no deductibles – 
you could get a checkup tomorrow

Coverage for over 350 procedures  including 
cleanings, exams, fi llings, crowns…even dentures

FREE Information Kit
1-877-308-2834
www.dental50plus.com/cadnet

 *Individual plan. Product not available in MN, MT, NH, NM, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details 
about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); 
Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN)
6096E-0917                                MB17-NM008Ec

 *Individual plan. Product not available in MN, MT, NH, NM, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details 

Employment

Real Estate

 Backed by American Standard’s 
140 years of experience

 Ultra low entry for easy 
entering and exiting
Patented Quick Drain® 
fast water removal system
Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND 
installation, INCLUDING labor backed 
by American Standard
44 Hydrotherapy jets for an 
invigorating massage

1

3

2

4

5

Backed by American Standard’s 

Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND 

$1,500 SAVINGS

installation, INCLUDING labor backed 

FREE IN-HOME 
EVALUATION!

Includes FREE American StandardRight Height Toilet 
Limited Time O� er! Call Today!

Discover the world’s best 
walk-in bathtub from

5 Reasons American Standard 
Walk-In Tubs are Your Best Choice

Receive a free American Standard Cadet toilet with full installation of a Liberation Walk-In Bath, Liberation Shower, or Deluxe 
Shower. O� er valid only while supplies last. Limit  one per household. Must be � rst time purchaser. See www.walkintubs.
americanstandard-us.com for other restrictions and for licensing, warranty, and company information.   CSLB B982796; Su� olk 
NY:55431H; NYC:HIC#2022748-DCA. Safety Tubs Co. LLC does not sell in Nassau NY, Westchester NY, Putnam NY, Rockland NY. 

855-888-7010

C A R S / T R U C K S 
WANTED!!! All Makes/
Models 2002-2018! Any 
Condition. Running 
or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We’re 
Nationwide! Call Now: 
1-888-985-1806

IRS TAX DEBTS? 
$10k+? Tired of the 
calls? We can Help! 
$500 free consultation! 
We can STOP the 
garnishments! FREE 
Consultation Call 
Today 1-855-823-4189

Miscellaneous 

Cross Country Moving, 
Long distance Moving 
Company, out of state 
move $799 Long 
Distance  Movers. Get 
Free quote on your 
Long distance move 
1-800-511-2181

HughesNet Satellite 
Internet - 25mbps 
starting at $49.99/mo! 
FAST download speeds. 
WiFi built in! FREE 
Standard Installation 
for lease customers! 
Limited Time, Call 1-800-
610-4790

Call Empire TodayÂ® 
to schedule a FREE 
in-home estimate on 
Carpeting & Flooring. 
Call Today! 1-800-508-
2824

Were you an INDUSTRIAL 
TRADESMAN (machinist/
boilermaker/pipefitter 
etc) and recently 
diagnosed with LUNG 
CANCER? You may be 
entitled to a SIGNIFICANT 
CASH AWARD. Risk free 
consultation! 877-781-
1769.

GENERIC VIAGRA and 
CIALIS! 100 Pills $99.00 
FREE Shipping! 100% 
guaranteed. 24/7. CALL 
NOW! 888-889-5515

Lung Cancer? And Age 
60+? You And Your 
Family May Be Entitled 
To Signifi cant Cash 
Award. Call 866-428-
1639 for Information. 
No Risk. No Money Out 
Of Pocket

Stay in your home 
longer with an American 
Standard Walk-In 
Bathtub. Receive up to 
$1,500 off, including a 
free toilet, and a lifetime 
warranty on the tub and 
installation! Call us at
1-844-374-0013

Spectrum Triple Play! 
TV, Internet & Voice 
for $29.99 ea. 60 MB 
per second speed No 
contract or commitment. 
More Channels. Faster 
Internet. Unlimited Voice. 
Call 1-855-652-9304

A PLACE FOR MOM. 
The nation’s largest 
senior living referral 
service. Contact our 
trusted, local experts 
today! Our service is 
FREE/no obligation. 
CALL 1-844-722-7993

Earthlink High Speed 
Internet. As Low As 
$14.95/month (for the 
fi rst 3 months.) Reliable 
High Speed Fiber Optic 
Technology. Stream 
Videos, Music and 
More! Call Earthlink 
Today 1-855-520-7938

Start Saving BIG On 
Medications! Up To 
90% Savings from 
90DAYMEDS! Over 3500
Medications Available! 
Prescriptions Req’d. 
Pharmacy Checker 
Approved. CALL Today 
for Your FREE Quote. 
844-776-7620

Unable to work due 
to injury or illness? 
Call Bill Gordon & 
Assoc., Social Security 
Disability Attorneys! 
FREE Evaluation. Local 
Attorneys Nationwide 
1 - 8 5 5 - 4 9 8 - 6 3 2 3 
[Mail: 2420 N St NW, 
Washington DC. Offi ce: 
Broward Co. FL (TX/NM 
Bar.)

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 
Channels $14.95 High 
Speed Internet. Free 
Installation, Smart HD 
DVR Included, Free 
Voice Remote. Some 
restrictions apply. Call 
1-855-837-9146

Sleep Apnea Patients 
- If you have Medicare 
coverage, call Verus 
Healthcare to qualify for 
CPAP supplies for little 
or no cost in minutes. 
Home Delivery, Healthy 
Sleep Guide and More -
FREE! Our customer 
care agents await your 
call. 1-844-545-9175

Medical Guardian - 
24/7 Medical Alert 
Monitoring. FREE 
Equipment, Activation & 
Shipping. NO Long-Term 
Contract. 30-Day Money 
Back Guarantee! Two 
FREE Months w/Annual 
Subscription (Use Code 
JULY4). CALL for FREE 
Brochure 1-855-666-3269

Want to Buy

Want to purchase 
minerals and other 
oil and gas interests. 
Send details to P.O. 
Box 13557, Denver, Co. 
80201.

DOZER WORK –Land 
Clearing, Ponds, 
Driveways, House Pads, 
etc. Quality work for 
a fair price. No jobs 
to small! Call for free 
estimate. 903-474-3640

Miscellaneous

Need to sell your car?
Call 903-885-9966

To Place An Ad Today

Want To Buy
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Bobby Dan Davis 
Blocker (December 10, 
1928 – May 13, 1972) 
was an American televi-
sion actor and Korean 
War veteran. He is best 
remembered for his role 
as Hoss Cartwright in the 
NBC Western television 
series Bonanza.

Blocker was born Bob-
by Dan Davis Blocker in 
De Kalb, Texas, United 
States, son of Ora “Shack” 
Blocker (1895–1960) 
and his wife Mary Ari-
zona Blocker, née Davis 
(1901–1998). The fam-
ily moved to O’Donnell, 
south of Lubbock in West 
Texas, where they oper-
ated a store.
  The former Blocker 
Store is now an aban-
doned building in down-

town O’Donnell.
   As a boy, he attended 
Texas Military Institute 
and in 1946 played foot-
ball at Southern Baptist-
affiliated Hardin–Sim-
mons University in 
Abilene, Texas. In 1947, 
he transferred to Sul Ross 
State Teacher’s College in 
Alpine, Texas, where he 
was a star football player 
and graduated in 1950. 
After two years of military 
service, he went on to earn 
a master’s degree in the 
dramatic arts.
  He worked as a rodeo 
performer and as a bounc-
er in a bar while a student. 
He is remembered from 
his school days for his size 
of 6 ft 4 in and weight of 
300 pounds, and for being 
good-natured despite his 
intimidating size.

Blocker was a high 
school English and drama 
teacher in Sonora, Tex-
as, from 1953 to 1958; a 
sixth-grade teacher and 
coach at Eddy Elementary 
School in Carlsbad, New 
Mexico, and then a teacher 
in California.

Blocker was drafted into 
the United States Army 
during the Korean War. 
He had basic training at 
Fort Polk, Louisiana and 
served as an infantry ser-
geant in F Company, 2nd 
Battalion, 179th Infantry 
Regiment, 45th Infantry 
Division in Korea, from 
December 1951 to Au-
gust 1952. He received a 
Purple Heart for wounds 
in combat.

In addition to the Purple 
Heart, Blocker received 
the National Defense 
Service Medal, Korean 
Service Medal with two 
bronze campaign stars, 
Republic of Korea Presi-
dential Unit Citation, 
United Nations Service 
Medal, Korean War Ser-
vice Medal, and Combat 
Infantryman Badge.

 In 1957, Blocker ap-
peared in a Three Stooges 
short, Outer Space Jitters, 
having portrayed the part 
of The Goon, billed as 
“Don Blocker”. He made 
two appearances on the 
long-running Gunsmoke 
series: the first on August 
25, 1956, in “Alarm at 
Pleasant Valley” and the 
second on October 18, 
1958, in “Thoroughbreds”.  

 He also appeared in 
1957 as Will in the epi-
sode, “A Time to Die” of 
the ABC/Warner Brothers 
Western series, Colt .45, 
starring Wayde Preston.
   In 1957, Blocker was 
cast in episodes of the 
David Dortort-produced 
NBC series, The Restless 

Gun, as a blacksmith and as 
a cattleman planning to take 
his hard-earned profit to 
return to his family land in 
his native Minnesota. That 
same year, he had at least 
two roles as a bartender in 
an episode of the syndicated 
Western-themed crime dra-
ma Sheriff of Cochise, star-
ring John Bromfield, and in 
the film, Gunsight Ridge. 
Also in 1957, he appeared 
in the Cheyenne episode, 
“Land Beyond the Law”, 
playing one of the outlaw 
minions (Pete). He also ap-
peared in The Rifleman. In 
1958, he played a prison 
guard and later had a recur-
ring role as Tiny Budinger 
in the NBC Western series 
Cimarron City, starring 
George Montgomery, John 
Smith and Audrey Totter. 
He also was seen in “The 
Señorita Makes a Choice”, 
a 1958 episode of Walt 
Disney’s Zorro series, as 
well as an episode, “Under-
ground Ambush”, of Ser-
geant Preston of the Yukon, 
playing Mule Conklin.
  In 1958, Blocker had a 
supporting role as Sergeant 
Broderick in “The Dora 
Gray Story” on NBC’s 
Wagon Train, with Linda 
Darnell in the title role and 
Mike Connors as Miles 
Borden, a corrupt United 
States Army lieutenant at an 
isolated Western fort. That 
same year, he appeared in 
“Stagecoach Episode” of 
the NBC Western, Jefferson 
Drum, starring Jeff Rich-
ards.
   In March of 1958, he also 
appeared as Joe, a thief, in 
Season 1 of Have Gun Will 
Travel, in the episode “Gun 
Shy”.

Blocker was cast as 
bearded poker-playing ro-
deo performer, Cloudy 
Sims, in the 1958 episode 
“Rodeo” on the David Jans-
sen crime drama, Richard 
Diamond, Private Detec-
tive. In the storyline, a ro-
deo performer named Ed 
Murdock, portrayed by Lee 
Van Cleef, is murdered be-
fore he can make his final 
performance at the annual 
event in Madison Square 
Garden.
   In 1959, as Bonanza began 
its long network run, Block-
er guest-starred in an epi-
sode of the Keenan Wynn 
and Bob Mathias NBC se-
ries, The Troubleshooters, 
an adventure program about 
unusual events surrounding 
an international construc-
tion company. Another 
1959 role was as Del Pierce 
in “Johnny Yuma”, the first 
episode of the ABC West-
ern series, The Rebel, star-

ring Nick Adams.
  Blocker’s big break 
also came in 1959, 
when he was cast as 
Eric “Hoss” Cartwright 
on the long-running 
NBC television series 
Bonanza and played 
the role in 415 episodes 
until his death. Blocker 
said he portrayed the 
gentle-natured Hoss 
character with a Ste-
phen Grellet excerpt in 
mind: “We shall pass 
this way on Earth but 
once, if there is any 
kindness we can show, 
or good act we can do, 
let us do it now, for 
we will never pass this 
way again.”
  In 1963, Blocker 
starred with Frank 
Sinatra in the com-
edy Come Blow Your 
Horn. He worked with 
Sinatra again in 1968 
in the Tony Rome film 
sequel Lady in Cement, 
playing a menacing 
tough guy. Stanley Ku-
brick attempted to cast 
Blocker in his film Dr. 
Strangelove, after Pe-
ter Sellers elected not 
to add the role of Ma-
jor T.J. “King” Kong 
to his multiple other 
roles, but according to 
the film’s co-writer, 
Terry Southern, Block-
er’s agent rejected the 
script. The role went 
to Slim Pickens, who 
played the iconic scene 
of riding an atomic 
bomb down while wav-
ing his cowboy hat. 
 In 1968, Blocker 
starred as John Killi-
brew, a blacksmith, 
who had convinced a 
number of settlers to 
follow him to Califor-
nia and founded the 
town of Arkana. This 
TV film, Something 
for a Lonely Man, also 
featured Susan Clark, 
John Dehner, Warren 
Oates and Don Stroud.  
   In 1970, Blocker por-
trayed a love-shy ga-
loot in Cockeyed Cow-
boys of Calico County, 
with Nanette Fabray as 
a love prospect and a 
supporting cast featur-
ing Jim Backus, Jack 
Elam, Noah Beery, Jr., 
and Mickey Rooney. 
Blocker also appeared 
on NBC’s The Flip 
Wilson Show comedy 
hour.

Famous Texans
Dan Blocker

Dan Blocker from Bonanza

Courtesy of Wickapedia
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ObitsObits
Maria Jesus Ramires Aguilar
Mass of Christian Burial for Maria Jesus Ramires Aguilar age 81, was held at 11:00 AM Wednesday, August 15, 2018 at the 
St. James Catholic Church with Fr. Juan Carlos Sardinas, Deacons Loren Seely,  Buddy O’Brien and Jose Moreno offi ciating. 
Interment followed at Sulphur Springs City Cemetery with Tony Abercrombie, Mark Maxwell, Mario Camargo, Tony Murray, 
Larry Powers, Jack Orwosky, Rigoberto Estrada, Issac Abrego, Luis A. Merren, Jr., Jim Thompson and Jose Louis Mireles 
serving as pallbearers.   Honorary pallbearers were her beloved Sons and Grandsons.
Rosary was held at 5 PM Tuesday, August 14th, at West Oaks Funeral Home. Visitation followed immediately at 6 PM.  
Maria crossed over to her heavenly home at 6:30 AM Monday, August 6, 2018, in Cananea, Sonora Mexico with her brothers 
and sisters at her side.  Since July 4th, Maria was on a “Trip of a Lifetime” traveling through Arizona, California and Mexico. 

She was making joy fi lled memories with family and friends which she had not seen for many years. Maria’s passing was a day after the 11th 
anniversary of her oldest daughter, Frances Aguilar Redding’s, death.    Her burial will be on the 64th anniversary of her marriage to Manuel 
Altamirano Aguilar.
Maria’s life began in the beautiful Sonoran mountains of Mexico, specifi cally, the village of Bacadehuachi on the 6th of June, 1937. Maria was 
adopted by Antonio and Juana Ramires Moreno.  Biological parents Andres Cordova and Ramona Yanez.
Maria was raised in Villa Hidalgo, Sonora Mexico and then moved to Agua Prieta, Sonora.  There, she met and married the love of her life, Manuel 
Altamirano Aguilar on August the 15th 1954 in Agua Prieta Sonora. They had almost 30 years together when her dear Manuel preceded her in death 
on January 25th, 1984.  
On June 22, 1969, she and her family arrived in Sulphur Springs. Maria made a lifetime of memories and has left an imprint on the city.  Her legacy 
will live on within her natural family as well as the many lives which she impacted. The gracious ways of Maria left you feeling like a part of her 
family.
Her love for her Heavenly Father showed in her faithfulness and commitment to St. James Catholic Church. She played a vital role in establishing the 
Spanish Mass in the 1970’s. She would go out into Hopkins County with her husband and young children to visit dairy workers and their families, 
inviting and transporting them to church on Sundays. Maria’s faith was like no other.
She helped numerous families with doctor visits, school enrollments, work, funerals, and delivering children. Her services had no limits. She always 
encouraged and assured everyone that God would care and provide for them. Everyone knew that Maria would have an answer to their  problems and 
if she didn’t she would fi nd it. She housed anyone in need of a home. Her words of wisdom and encouragement were sought by many. She became 
everyone’s “Nana”.
Maria was the owner operator of Café Sonora in Sulphur Springs for over 20 years.  The cafe was best known for “Mrs. Aguilar’s Tamales” which 
reached celebrity status when asked by the Fairmont Hotel in Dallas to make tamales for Hollywood actor Robert Duvall.  Maria was proud and 
honored of that opportunity.
She was a former member of the Hopkins County Health Care Foundation, former member of the Sulphur Springs Chamber of Commerce, St. James 
Women’s Guild, Grupo de  Cursillistas de Colores, Legion de Maria, St. James Parish Council, and Eucharistic Minister. In 1997, she was awarded 
the Hopkins County Chamber of Commerce Woman of the Year Award. However, her biggest honor was being mother to her 12 children.  
She is survived by a large and loving family including: Five sons: Victor Aguilar and wife Dena, of Roseland, LA; Anival Aguilar and wife Patti, 
of Omaha; Oscar Aguilar and wife Remedios of Sulphur Springs; Tony Aguilar and wife Pauline, of Cumby; and Christopher Aguilar and wife 
Tiffany, of Seguin. Five daughters: Ana Aguilar Shew and husband Andy, of Royse City; Maria Jesus “Jessie” Aguilar Redding and husband Joe, 
of Garland; Crimilda Aguilar McAdams and husband Johnny, of Waxahachie; Yadira Aguilar Caruthers and husband Jim, of Sulphur Springs; and 
Rene Aguilar of Sulphur Springs;  35 grandchildren and 43 great grandchildren;  Niece, Veronica Marks Gramno and husband Doug of Tucson, AZ
Aunt, Mercedes Campa of Hermosillo Sonora; 5 brothers, 5 sisters and a multitude of cousins and nieces and nephews in Mexico, Arizona and 
California. She was preceded in death by her parents, husband Manuel Altamirano Aguilar, daughter Frances Aguilar Redding, son Manuel Francisco 
Aguila, brothers Antonio and Roberto “Betito” Cordova, and sisters Blanca Marks and Evelia Cordova, grandson Autry Manuel Darden, and 
granddaughter Millicent Dean Aguilar.
The family request that, in lieu of fl owers, memorials be made to Saint James Catholic Church Building Fund, 297 Texas Street, Sulphur Springs, 
TX 75482.

Emma Modene Sims 
Graveside service for Emma Modene Sims, age 92, Of Sulphur Springs, will be held at 2:30 P.M. on Saturday, August 18, 
2018 at Peerless Cemetery with Phil Gold offi ciating, and Roger Burks, Jeremy Sims, Preston Sims, Pat McAdoo, Lucas 
McAdoo and Jason Cobb serving as pallbearers.  Visitation will be held from 1 to 2 P.M. on Saturday, August 18, 2018 at 
Murray-Orwosky Funeral Home.
Arrangements are under the direction of Murray-Orwosky Funeral Home

Joe Ben Cason
Funeral service for Joe Ben Cason, age 78, of Point, was held Tuesday, Aug. 14th, 2:00 pm at Clarks Chapel Church of God. 
Rev. Kevin Copeland offi ciated.  Burial followed in Lynch Cemetery.  Joe Ben died Friday, Aug. 10th, in Dallas, at the T. 
Boone Pickens Hospice Center. Joe Ben was born Feb. 18, 1940, in Point, to the parentage of Claude and LotaRabe Cason.He 
married Lena Fern Geraldon in Alba, on April 16, 1960. During his working career,  he worked as a carpet man.  He owned 
the Music Station, where he sold musical instruments.  Also, he MC’d the shows at the Cotton Pickin Theater in Point on 
Saturday nights.  He was a longtime member of Clarks Chapel Church of God. Survivors include: Wife:  Lena Cason of Point; 
Daughter:  Vickie Lynn Jacobs of Point; Sons:  Richie Dewayne Cason; and Brent Allen Cason, both of Point; Sisters:  Linda 
Childers of Grand Prairie; and Margaret Ann Lair of Emory; Brothers:  Kenneth Cason (Ann) of Emory; Paul Cason (Betty) 
of Point; and, Jerry Don Cason of Point; Grandchildren:  Kari, Stacey, Scott, Bree, and Maddison; Great-grandchildren:  

Rylan, Colsten, Kaylynn, and Everett.   Numerous other loving family and friends.
Preceded in death by:  Parents; 2 Brothers Preston Cason, Bobby Cason and 1 Sister, Christine Hays.
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THE IDLE AMERICAN

       Whistle-Blowers Fading Away…
Commentary by Dr. Don Newbury

   “He ‘takes after’ his 
dad,” old-timers used to 
say about young boys in 
their formative years.  I 
didn’t hear the expres-
sion often, because 
much of whom the late 
T. J. Newbury was, I 
wasn’t.
    Limited to an 11-year 
public school education, 
he was a common la-
borer, spending most of 
his adult life in helping 
folks “stay connected” to 
natural gas in their rural 
Brown County homes. 
He fixed pipelines, and 
kept things civil even 
during rare service dis-
ruptions, when custom-
ers sometime threatened 
to forego natural gas.
  He knew they wouldn’t, 
because most of them 
remembered the labor 
involved in chopping 
wood the fireplace and 
cookstove….

*****
   Athletic in a “sandlot, 
makeshift and country” 
sort of way, he played 
baseball and basketball.
   At least, that’s what 
I overheard as he joked 
about bygone days with 
friends.
   He never bragged or 
yelled, claiming early on 
the importance of civil-
ity and respect….

*****
   I have attempted to 
“take after” him, though, 
remembering how he 
handled situations that 
sometimes got sticky.
   My pre-school memo-
ries of him in the early 
1940s--when his day job 
paid $1 daily--center on 
his “moonlighting” as 
a basketball official for 
small area high schools.
   I remember his striped 
shirt. It had no patches 
that suggested he had 

membership in any 
league of officials. Fact 
is, I’m not sure he had 
any “official” standing, 
except in the Methodist 
Church and the Mason-
ic Lodge…

*****
   In those days, he was 
the single official who 
“called” basketball 
games for both boys’ 
and girls’ teams, even 
for eight-school tourna-
ments held on Thurs-
days through Saturdays. 
My memory of those 
tournaments is foggy, 
but I know he was proud 
of making $15 for just 
three days of work.
   Recalled are between-
game conversations 
with coaches and fans. 
“I probably missed that 
one,” he’d laugh about 
some call that could 
have gone either way.
   They knew, as he did, 
that he was the final au-
thority, and that he’d 
officiate as fairly as he 
could. Civility would 
be a high priority, and 
when potentially vola-
tile calls were made, 
he’d soften his response 
to coaches with these 
words: “It looked to me 
like…”

*****
 Those five words 
seemed to ease ten-
sions. They meant 
that he was working 
as hard as he could to 
“get things right,” and 
that sometimes, he’d be 
wrong. More important 
than the “rightness or 
wrongness” of his deci-
sions was that civility 
and respect WOULD be 
maintained.
   The old striped shirt 
hung in his closet for 
years after his offici-
ating. When I got to 

college, I, too, offici-
ated some high school 
games, like dad did, 
blowing the same whis-
tle he handed down to 
me.
   In the late 1950s, 
there were the same two 
officials for the boys’ 
and girls’ games, and 
we usually were paid 
$10 each nightly, with 
a mileage reimburse-
ment of three cents paid 
for one car. We were 
expected to travel to-
gether….

*****
   Things were still pret-
ty calm, and I thought 
maybe I “took after” 
my dad as a game offi-
cial. Sometimes I even 
used the “It-looked-to-
me-like” line.
   One fan in Sidney pro-
vided encouragement 
and validation. A few 
games into our friend-
ship, however, I learned 
he was blind. 
   After a few years, I 
realized that basketball 
is a game--as one fan 
noted--”improbable to 
coach and impossible 
to officiate.” The “it-
looked-to-me-like” line 
takes one just so far….

*****
 Without question, 
sports officiating--like 
about everything else--
has gotten out of hand. 
Some high school foot-
ball coaches are cam-
paigning to add two 
more game officials. 
   But, the cupboard is 
bare. Throughout the 
country, numbers are 
dwindling. In Texas, 
more officials are over 
60 than under 30, and 
most are 50 or over. 
Games are being sched-
uled on Thursdays and 

Saturdays, in additional 
to usual Fridays. About 
half of new officials 
hang up whistles after 
one season.
    A survey revealed 
80% leave because of 
abuse. When civility and 
respect disappear, much 
will have been lost….

*****
  Dr. Newbury is a 
former educator who 
“commits speeches” 
round about. Com-
ments/inquiries to: new-
bury@speakerdoc.com. 
Phone: 817-447-3872. 
Web site: www.speak-
erdoc.com Twitter: @
donnewbury. Facebook: 
don newbury.
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