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ASU-bound 
teen is latest 
statistic in state 
accident tally

Smiling in spite of the pain – Kayla Gonzalez survived a horrific accident when she was 
struck by a vehicle while walking along University Drive in Tempe, but said she’s ‘just trying 
to get better’ so she can start college.      —  Wrangler News photo by Noah Kutz

Smiling in spite of the pain – Kayla Gonzalez survived a horrific accident when she was 

Tempe’s zero tolerance plan aims to minimize accidents, injuries

Last year 226 pedestrians were 
killed in accidents in Arizona; another 
1,510 were injured. In Tempe, there 
were five fatal and seven serious-
injury crashes involving pedestrians in 

Tempe. 
“Even one crash is too many, 

which is why Tempe has adopted a 
Vision Zero resolution and is currently 
developing a Vision Zero Action Plan,” 
said Tempe Traffic Engineer Julian 
Dresang. 

“The goal of the plan is to achieve 
a reduction in the number of fatal and 
serious injury crashes to zero, because 
no loss of life is acceptable.” 

“Improved lighting, additional 
signalized crossings, speed 

enforcement and education campaigns 
are just some of the strategies that city 
of Tempe staff are using to address 
pedestrian safety,” Dresang said. 

Contributing factors in pedestrian 
crashes often include time of day; 
pedestrians crossing midblock; and 
driver speed.  Improved lighting, 
additional signalized crossings, speed 
enforcement and education campaigns 
are just some of the strategies that city 
of Tempe staff report that they are 
using to address pedestrian safety.

Kyrene schools 
chief wins 3-year 
contract extension

By Joyce Coronel

One minute she was a carefree 
young woman sauntering 
along the sidewalk in the 

sunshine, eager to arrange her dorm 
room on the Tempe campus of 
Arizona State University. 

In a split second, everything 
changed. 

“The police called to tell me about 
the accident,” said Victor Gonzalez, 
whose 18-year old daughter, Kayla, 
was struck by a vehicle that swerved 
to avoid an oncoming truck traveling 
westbound on University Drive west of 
College Avenue. 

Kayla suffered two broken legs 
plus a broken pelvis. So far, she has 
undergone five surgeries. 

“I have a metal rod going through 
my leg to stabilize it. It’s my foot, 
too,” Kayla said. “My big toe got 
amputated.”

“Her bones were sticking out,” 
Victor said of seeing his daughter 
shortly after she was rushed to the 
hospital. 

Tempe Vice Mayor Lauren Kuby, 
who works at ASU, heard the crash 
and stood up to look out the window. 

“My…co-workers and I either 
witnessed the accident or its aftermath 
and the experience was horrific,” 
Kuby told Wrangler News. “Kayla was 
crying out in pain and the driver who 
hit her was distraught. I was haunted 
by what I saw.” 

Later on, Kuby said she couldn’t 
stop thinking about Kayla and her 
family and she decided to launch a 

By Diana Nelson
Most Kyrene parents are passionate 

about their children’s education. 
So it comes as no surprise that 
many closely followed the contract 
renewal discussion for the district 
superintendent, Dr. Jan Vesely. 

Recently, the Governing Board cast 
a 4-to-1 vote to approve a three-year 
extension to Vesely’s contract, which 
now runs until June 30, 2021. 

While some districts might view a 
contract review as routine business, 
members of the Kyrene community 
publicly debated the issue, from 
opining on social media and text 
messages to emails.

Some came to speak during the 
public-comment portion during 
Governing Board meetings on Aug. 
14 and 28. The speakers offered a 
variety of perspectives on a wide range 
of topics, including race relations, 
technology, amount of recess time and 
school resource officers.  A few claimed 
teacher morale was low.  

In the end, however, a ground swell 
of support emerged for Vesely, turning 
the undercurrent of sniping comments 
to positives, mainly from teachers who 
said they came to the meeting to speak 
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 ‘Real Talk’ produces a slice of real teen views  
Students take a bite out of hot-button issues

By Joyce Coronel 

Joseph Dodds was hefting a stack of steaming 
pizza boxes through the halls of Corona del Sol 
High School’s campus one day when a student 

took notice. 
“Where’s that pizza going?” the student asked. 
“We get that question all the time,” Dodds 

chuckled. 
The 28-year old youth pastor from nearby Arizona 

Community Church was headed for “Real Talk,” a 
popular lunchtime discussion group on campus that 
allows students to voice their thoughts on hot-button 
topics such as gun violence, drug use, drinking and 
suicide. 

“When you have giant pizzas, it kind of helps,” 
Dodds said. 

The promise of free slices might draw students to 
attend initially, but the opportunity to speak freely 
about topics of intense concern keeps them coming 
back. There’s no debate and no one is allowed to 
criticize a fellow student’s viewpoint. The program 
began at Corona during the 2017-2018 school year. 

“The format is simple,” Dodds said. “Each week 
we change topics, but there are always things that are 
going around in our culture or big issues teens are 
dealing with.” 

The discussion lasts for about 30 minutes. After 
that, Dodds or another Real Talk team leader offers 
a five- or 10-minute presentation about the topic du 
jour. 

Anywhere from 30-45 students attend the 
sessions each week. Last year, when Real Talk was 
offered during both lunch periods, attendance was 
twice that. “It’s a safe place for kids to go and voice 
their opinion and learn,” Dodds said. 

He’s accompanied by a small cadre of adult men 
and women leaders from the church who share the 
pizza—and the discussions that flow around the 
table. 

“The biggest thing is, this is one way—though 
not the only way—to reach them,” Dodds said. The 
majority of students who attend the weekly gathering 
are not Christian and Dodd says the group is open 
to all students. Arizona Community Church spends 
about $150 each week to buy the pizzas. 

Dodd said one of the best-attended meetings took 
place after the school shooting in Parkland, Florida 
last February that left 17 people dead. 

“That week we talked about it,” Dodds said. “We 
let the kids voice their thoughts, what they thought 
about the situation. That’s where I felt like we hit on 
something important, especially at Corona.”

The Tempe school has had several students die 
by suicide in recent years. One death took place on 
campus in 2015 when a student shot himself near the 
administration building.  

Incidents of school violence around the country 
often precipitate even more students to attend Real 
Talk. After the Florida massacre, Dodds said students 
had plenty to say. “They talked about how their 
parents work all the time and they [the students] are 
kind of on their own. They don’t feel like there’s a 
place for them to go. 

“They have to be the best at what they do—there’s 
a lot of pressure on them,” Dodds said. 

Many students “feel like depression and suicide 
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Student mentors help rookies take the 
sometimes scary step to middle school 

“Put a Former Arizona Police
Offi cer on YOUR side!”

Call Today

480-247-6366
www.knowleslaw.org

2852 S. Carriage Lane - Mesa, AZ 85202

Anthony J. Knowles
Attorney at Law

Former Arizona Police Offi cer

Personal Injury / Auto Accidents 
18 Years Experience & No Upfront Fee

“If you don’t get paid we don’t either”

By Diana Nelson 

The jump from elementary to 
middle school can be a tricky 
one but there’s an innovative 

program that can help students make 
that transition a bit more gracefully. 

WEB, which stands for “Where 
Everybody Belongs,” is a wild 
adventure that never stops being fun, 
says Kyrene Middle School student 
Heidi Bullock.

It’s the first year that the program 
is in place at all six middle schools in 
the Kyrene district. 

 “Many incoming sixth-graders 
may feel nervous about their new 
environment. As WEB leaders, we get 
to help them adjust and feel safe while 
also watching them grow. I really have 
enjoyed my time as a WEB leader so 
far,” said Heidi. 

Built on the belief that students 
can mentor their fellow students and 

help them succeed, the program trains 
mentors from eighth-grade classes to 
be WEB leaders. 

As positive role models, WEB 
leaders attend the same school and 
guide the sixth- and seventh-graders 
to discover the traits needed to be 
successful during the transition to 
middle school and help to facilitate the 
students’ adjustment.

“KMS WEB is an extraordinary 
program to help incoming sixth-
graders into our humble school. 
We show them how to cooperate in 
certain situations and help them grow 
throughout the year,” said student 
leader and WEB participant Alayjanae 
Gary.

More and more studies show that 
if students have a positive experience 
their first year in middle school, 
their chances for academic and social 
success increase dramatically. 

WEB provides the structure 

for sixth- and seventh-graders to 
receive support and guidance from 
eighth-graders, who have already the 
mastered the challenges that middle 
school poses.

 WEB also acts as an anti-bullying 
program for middle schools by 
providing trained student leaders 
who look for bullying behavior and 
help stop it. WEB gives older students 
permission to be aware of and report 
any negative behavior they see, 
creating a safer school for everybody.

The yearlong program boasts four 
components that contribute to its 
success:

Middle School Orientation - 
WEB leaders and sixth- and seventh-
graders start building the mentor 
relationship and receive information 
about how to be successful in middle 
school.

Academic Follow Ups - WEB 
leaders support sixth- and seventh-

grade academic 
success and character 
development through 
classroom visits.

Social Follow 
Ups - WEB Leaders 
and sixth- and 
seventh-graders 
connect outside the 
classroom at social 
events to increase 
student engagement 
and promote positive 
school climate.

Leader Initiated 
Contacts - WEB 
leaders connect 

with their sixth-graders on a more 
individual basis.

 WEB leaders not only help 
organize and guide the sixth-graders 
through orientation day, they also help 
to facilitate a smooth transition both 
socially and academically throughout 
the year, explained KMS teacher 
Angela Dixon. 

“It is great that sixth-graders have 
a trusted eighth-grader that they can 
go to if they have any questions or are 
nervous about something,” said Dixon.

With WEB, sixth-graders 
experience at least eight positive 
contacts with their WEB leaders during 
the first six weeks of school and this 
both contributes to overall school 
safety as well as helps them create 
a sense of connection to their new 
school. WEB is a national program 
which Kyrene teachers have been 
trained in. Each middle-school site has 
two or three program co-coordinators. 
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Seeing teens do what they love 
adds reward to coach's career
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By Omar Soussi

For most young athletes, 
organized, competitive play pretty 
much ends when they receive 

their high school diploma. Dreams of 
one day playing on the college level or 
becoming a professional ball player 
grow dim and eventually fade. 

However, three former Marcos 
de Niza baseball players, alongside 
their former  high school coach, lived 
that dream over the summer months. 
You might even say they hit it out 
of the ballpark when they took part 
in the National Baseball Congress’ 
84th annual World Series during July 
and August. It was the first time in 
the school's history that four players 
Marcos participated in the event. For 
the school’s head baseball coach, Steve 
Schuck, it was glorious. 

The National Baseball Congress has 
the top college, Major League Baseball 
prospects and former minor and major 
league players competing on teams 
throughout the summer season to earn 
a spot in the World Series. 

Pitcher Craig Knoche, a 2014 
Marcos grad who plays for Oklahoma 
City University, sported the Wellington 
Heat jersey. Class of 2016 pitcher 
Giovanni Nieves of Bethel University 

played for the National Junior College 
Athletic Association National Team. 
Finally, class of 2017 pitcher Conner 
Woods (University of Nevada, Las 
Vegas) and Schuck were on the Santa 
Barbara Foresters. 

Woods said via email it was 
“surreal” that three of them were able 
to compete at the tournament, and 
Schuck, who served as associate coach 
for the Foresters, said via email he was 
proud to see his players make it that 
far.

“I was so proud to watch my guys 
out there battling in one of the biggest 
baseball tournaments in the country, 
personally knowing the hard work 
and sacrifice that went into their 
game,” Schuck said. “The joy that I 
experienced seeing Padres, and former 
teammates, doing what they love and 
competing is indescribable.”

For Woods, playing for Schuck 
once again throughout the season was 
something he says he’ll never forget.

“Coach Schuck, throughout high 
school, was a person I always looked 
up to and I credit him in helping me 
be the player I am today,” Woods said. 
“It was a special opportunity to have 
him there coaching throughout this 

— COACH, Page 8

Connor Woods and Coach Steve Schuck celebrate winning the championship trophy at the 
National Baseball Congress World Series.                                   — Photo courtesy Steve Schuck
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By Don Kirkland 

Even though a career 
newspaperman can’t avoid 
being exposed to life’s 

unpleasant realities, I’d be the first to 
admit that I seem to have gone out of 
my way to sidestep thinking about that 
ultimate moment of realization, the 
one where we finally come face-to-face 
with the limits of our mortality.

I was thrown into that situation 
recently when a member of our 
extended family started the long, 
strenuous slide toward the finality of 
life.

It all began a year ago in May, when 
the effects of a near lifetime of smoking 
raised the specter of lung cancer and 
a destiny that appeared to justify little 
hope for survival.

And so it went for the next 15 
months, a slow but nonetheless 
inexorable downhill slide toward 
inevitability. For her, for all of us, the 
upside was her ability to remain in the 
comfort of her own home, purposely 
without the purportedly excruciating 
use of what we knew would likely be 
the miserable aftermath of treatment 
by chemotherapy and radiation. 

The signs of illness were rather 
innocuous in the beginning. In fact, we 
wondered if the diagnosis of Stage IV 
lung cancer had really been accurate. 
Did we think she might actually 
recover? To be truthful, I’m sure we 
did, despite the fear that most of us 
must have known we were probably 
wrong.

But then the signs of decline began 
to show themselves more visibly: 
harder to leave the house, harder to 
prepare meals, harder to muster the 
remnants of her typical good humor 
as a way we assumed was designed to 
help us, her Arizona family, not worry 
when she struggled to breathe.

Each day, the signs became more 
difficult to ignore. That’s the way 

things work when you see someone 
every day as an illness progresses. To 
those who visited her less frequently, 
however, the difference became more 
apparent.

Did we think it was time to consider 
assisted living—that is, in a place 

where trained 
staff would be 
available 24 hours 
a day?

That was when 
Kay Fisher came 
onto the scene. 
Kay, our onetime 
neighbor of many 
years, had built 
considerable 

experience in helping families find 
housing, either temporary or long-
term, that would be affordable, 
convenient for family visits and, most 
importantly, able to demonstrate a 
history of professional, loving care—
the kind that somehow could help 
dispel worries about the dreaded move 
to an institutional sort of environment. 
That, as it turned out, was one of the 
areas in which Kay truly proved her 
worth, coupled with her knowledge of 
what can be a complex, many layered 
labyrinth of end-of-life care. 

Next to become involved in the 
regimen of care was Hospice of the 
Valley, which proved itself to employ 
a highly skilled, highly dedicated staff 
of nurses and social workers, each 
one of whom possessed, to us at least, 
an almost unimaginable competency 
in a niche of care that, we all agreed, 
requires a very special person indeed.

Prior to the time we knew that 
assisted living likely would be needed, 
we visited at least 10 possible locations, 
each with its own plusses and minuses.

What seemed consistent at nearly 
all of them was the readily evident 
atmosphere of caring among staff 
members, many of Filipino origin. The 

— KIRKLAND, Page 8

A long road guided
by remarkable helpers
makes  a journey easier

First Person
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Our new ER 
 waiting room.

When you’re not feeling well, there’s no place like
home. That’s why we’ve made it possible for you
to wait at home for your turn to see an ER doctor.
Find out more at dignityhealth.org/ER.

InQuicker should not be used for life-threatening emergencies or children under the age of three. Call 911 immediately for more serious conditions.
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If you thought you have been to a Mexican restaurant lately you probably need to
reconsider and visit La Casa De Juana. The fare is authentic Mexican, and when we
say authentic we mean it. Upon entering you’ll be dazzled by the colorful décor, the
tables and chairs are beautiful, Mexican painted murals, colorful banners hanging
from the ceiling and the gracious service. Warm orange and yellow tones echoing
throughout the restaurant will make this your favorite Mexican Restaurant.
Take advantage of the great lunch and dinner specials, a bar with freshly made
drinks, TVs, and live guitar music for all ages on the weekends. Don’t forget about
the happy hour from 2 pm to 6 pm every day, with $2 beer (domestic and imports)
and $3 margaritas, this place is a must. The flavorful salsa, the delicious margaritas,
the extraordinary and well-priced food will definitely keep you coming back.

Make Your Reservation Today! 1805 E Elliot Rd,
Tempe AZ 85284
480-820-0837

1976 W Southern Ave
Mesa AZ 85202
480-962-9112

LA CASA DE JUANA
DELIVERS A KNOCKOUT WITH ITS FRESH,
AUTHENTIC AND MOUTHWATERING FOOD

Check out La Casa De Juana at www.juanashouse.com

location we settled on, one of several operated 
in the Valley by Maria Remitio and her family, 
proved to have been an inspired pick. In fact, 
based on our own experience and on the letters 
from families posted on a huge hallway board 
in the five- or six-bedroom home, it appeared 
that previous guests had felt similarly thankful 
for the care their loved ones had received.

The two fulltime resident caretakers, 
Marco and Joy, who essentially oversaw a 
cadre of rotating helpers, never seemed to tire 
of their responsibilities. They were present 
every time we visited, always friendly, always 
knowledgeable, always ready to help when and 
where help was needed.

Although we had not been able to anticipate 
how a long a stay might be required—a month, 
a year—the answer came sooner than we had 
expected.

When it seemed that breathing had 
become dangerously difficult, even with a 
never-ending flow of oxygen, and a significant 
increase in pain, the hospice nurse in charge 
of care announced that it was time for what 
she seemed to characterize as a “short term” 
stay in the hospice unit that Valley of the 
Sun maintains at a hospital on the campus 

of Tempe’s long respected Friendship Village 
community.

It took no more than a few hours for a 
professional transport crew to arrive and effect 
the move, with the expectation that a return to 
the assisted living home would be authorized as 
soon as the pain had been stabilized.

Despite the heroic efforts of the entire 
hospice staff—not the least of were those of 
nurse Kathryn— the breathing worsened and, 
within five days, it was time to say our final 
goodbyes.

Make no mistake: even though we were all 
glad the suffering had ended, parting was could 
not be called sweet sorrow.

And yet, now that the reality has settled 
in, our memories lie in the happy days we all 
spent together, in the seemingly boundless 
commitment of the caretakers, and in the 
love we experienced as a family throughout a 
remarkable ordeal.

To all of those who know they or their loved 
ones someday will face this same eventuality 
of life and death, I hope our experience can 
provide some sense of wonderment of how 
the loving care of others can help to fill an 
understandable, but inevitable, void. 

Anyone facing similar circumstances can 
contact Kay Fisher, mentioned above, at no 
charge for help, information and guidance. 
She is reachable by phone at 480-688-6954.

Kirkland
From Page 6

summer and the NBC event.”
Two of the former Padres 

faced off in the finals, with it 
being Woods’ and Schuck’s 
Foresters against Nieves’ 
NJCAA National team. 

It was a close game but 
the Foresters were able to 
pick up a 6-5 win, giving 
Schuck his third NBC World 
Series championship. 

“This one felt different, 
being able to share it with a 
former player,” Schuck said.  

“Being able to coach 
one of my former players in 
this arena was a gift. Most 
coaches never get a chance to 
reunite with a former player.” 

After spending the 
summer watching Woods, 
Schuck reflected on the rare 
opportunity. 

“I was fortunate to be 
with Conner all summer. 
I watched him work his 
tail off, day in and day out, 

and was able to be there to 
celebrate the fruits of his 
labor with him,” Schuck said. 
“For Conner to get a ring is a 
tremendous feeling. I feel like 
a proud papa.”

Each of the three players 
put in plenty of hard work 
and effort to make it, and 
after a tough fight to semi-
finals and the championship 
round, Schuck said he tips 
his hat  the three men for 
competing in the tournament, 
especially Giovanni and 
Craig.

“They performed like 
warriors in this tournament 
and I know how it feels to 
just miss out on the goal,” 
Schuck said. 

“It hurt to see them so 
down after their last game. 
On the positive, all three are 
living their dream, playing 
the greatest sport in the 
world.”

Coach
From Page 5

If you thought you have been to a 
Mexican restaurant lately you probably 
need to reconsider and visit La Casa De 
Juana. 

The fare is authentic Mexican, and 
when we say authentic we mean it! Upon 
entering you’ll be dazzled by the colorful 
décor, beautiful tables and chairs, Mexican 
painted murals, colorful banners hanging 
from the ceiling and the gracious service. 

Warm orange and yellow tones echoing 
throughout the eatery will make this your 

favorite Mexican Restaurant.
Take advantage of the great lunch and 

dinner specials, a bar with freshly made 
drinks, TVs, and live guitar music for all 
ages on the weekends. 

Don’t forget the happy hour from 
2 p.m.to 6 p.m. every day, with $2 beer 
(domestic and imports) and $3 margaritas. 

This place is a must. The flavorful 
salsa, the delicious margaritas, the 
extraordinary and well-priced food will 
definitely keep you coming back. 1805 E Elliot Road

Tempe AZ 85284
480-820-0837Make Your Reservation Today!

Check out La Casa De Juana at www.juanashouse.com

LA CASA DE JUANA
DELIVERS A KNOCKOUT WITH ITS FRESH,

AUTHENTIC AND MOUTHWATERING FOOD
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T H E S E  PA N C A K E S ?

EXPERIENCE THE NEW ART OF DINING
Gila River Hotels & Casinos is bringing an all-new selection of world-class dining 
to the Valley. Taste our art for yourself and make your reservation today. 

WinGilaRiver.com | 800-WIN-GILA
Owned and operated by the Gila River Indian Community

  Sisterly love finds meaning in a Tempe classroom
Triple Threat

By Robyn Martinez 
You might do a triple-tack when 

you visit Ward Traditional Academy 
and check out the list of classroom 
teachers. No, they’re not triplets, but 
let’s just say Smeltzer 1, Smeltzer 2, 
and Smeltzer 3 are common phrases 
you will hear if you visit the Tempe 
school where three sisters teach in 
triplicate, sort of. 

Since the start of this school year, 
Erica, Ashley, and Lauren Smeltzer 
are all teachers at Ward Traditional 
Academy. Ashley started at Ward 
eight years ago and encouraged Erica 
to apply the following year. When a 
teaching position opened up for this 
school year, they both encouraged 
Lauren to apply. Erica, the oldest, and 
Lauren, the youngest, both teach first-
grade and have connecting classrooms. 
Ashley, the middle sister, teaches 
second-grade a few doors down.

“It feels great knowing that I always 
have someone at school to help me 
out, especially since this is my first 
year teaching,” said Lauren. “It’s nice 
that we can always say good morning, 

check-in throughout the day, and say 
good night at the end of the day.”

Their journey to become teachers 
didn’t start out like most. Each sister 
was rather determined to do something 
other than teaching in a classroom. 
Erica obtained her undergraduate 
degree in exercise science, and 
while spending time in a preschool 
classroom for her thesis, realized that 
teaching was her calling. She went 
back and earned a master’s degree 
in education. Lauren started her 
undergraduate degree as a nursing 
major, then switched to education after 
an experience that allowed her to see 
how easy it was for her to help a young 
student quickly learn the alphabet. 
Ashley always knew that education was 
where she was called but not always in 
a teacher role. Eventually, she hopes to 
pursue a career in educational law.

“We all realized at different points 
that teaching felt like home, and 
came as second nature to us, thanks 
to growing up with a mom who was a Lauren, Ashley and Erica Smeltzer, from left, often referred to as Smeltzer #3, Smeltzer 

#2 or Smeltzer #1, show off their signature red T-shirts that set the teaching sisters apart at 
Ward Traditional Academy.                             — Photo courtesy Tempe Elementary School District — SISTERS, Page 11
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Do you have curbside trash can service? If yes, sign up and save!

Trash Can Options

Order your 65-gallon or 
48-gallon SMART trash can at 

www.tempe.gov/SmartProgram

Your standard 96-gallon trash 
can will be replaced with your new, 

smaller SMART trash can.

Sign Up
Now!
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(Only bag and tie trash. Recycling should NEVER be bagged.)

SMART cans being delivered now. 
Have you ordered yours?

SmartDelivered4938x10ad.indd   1 6/1/2018   1:17:50 PM

on the superintendent’s behalf.
Principal Renee Kory of Aprende 

Middle School in West Chandler said 
she was compelled to speak about 
Vesely because Kory doesn’t see low 
morale in her school.

“I believe that Dr. Vesely supports 
teachers, and I am very happy to work 
in a district that gives me the resources 
I need to do a great job. Our school’s 
enrollment has increased and I invite 
anyone to Aprende to see students who 
are happy and positive about learning,” 
said Kory.

Principal Nancy Branch of Mirada 
Elementary, also in West Chandler, 
listed things in her life she said she is 
grateful for, including working for the 
Kyrene district.

“I am so happy that the Governing 
Board has voted to extend Dr. Vesely’s 
contract. She is continually working 
with teachers to provide the best 
environment possible to educate the 
whole child in the premier school 
district.”

Principal Kelley Brunner, of 
Colina Elementary in Ahwatukee, said 
that everyone at her school works 
collectively to create an excellent 
learning environment for students.

“I have worked for the Kyrene 
district for 33 years; it’s a joy to come 
to work, and it’s a choice for me to 
stay. I am very pleased to continue to 
learn and grow in this district,” added 
Brunner.

Board vents opinions during 
contract discussion

Vesely is in her third year as 
superintendent in Kyrene. In her own 
statement, she outlined a number 
of accomplishments she considers 
achievements.

In her first year, Vesely said, 

she spent the first several months 
on a “listening tour” of the district, 
meeting with staff and parent 
organizations at each school.  She 
noted that she followed that with a 
district-wide curriculum audit, and 
began to address the key findings 
and recommendations, including a 
reorganization that directed resources 
to schools to provide instructional 
support for students.

Vesely recounted that she 
pro-actively sought community 
involvement as she continued 
the Parent and Superintendent 
Council, resurrected the Student and 
Superintendent Council, and developed 
the Kyrene Business Alliance and 
Citizens’ Budget Committee.  

Two new Councils, the Community/
Superintendent Council and the 
Teacher/Superintendent Council, will 
be added during the 2018-19 school 
year.

Vesely added that she created a 
Kyrene “Positive Parenting Series,” 
which provides parents, students, staff 
and community members with an 
opportunity to learn more about such 
key topics as school safety and security, 
understanding the impact of social 
media on youth, bullying, adolescent 
health and development and wellness.

As a former teacher, principal and 
administrator with more 40 years of 
experience in education, Vesely says 
she recognizes the important role of 
teachers and staff in Kyrene.  

“So, we started the Kyrene Values 
Teachers, Staff and Students program 
in 2017 as a partnership with local 
businesses to provide recognition 
of individuals who have gone above 
and beyond in reaching high levels of 
achievement in the classroom,” said 
Vesely.

During the board meeting, the one 
vote opposed to the renewal of Vesely’s 
contract came from member Michelle 
Fahy. 

Explaining her rationale for the 

Kyrene
From Page 1
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To help reduce the cost of students’ education 
Frank Schmuck founded a Dollars for Scholars Chapter 
more than 10 years ago where hundreds of Tempe Union 
High School District students have received scholarships 
enabling them to continue to learn a subject or trade.

 
FRANK SCHMUCK CARES 
ABOUT OUR STUDENTS 
AND TEACHERS!
 

vote, Fahy offered a self-defensive 
explanation, saying she tried to meet 
with Vesely over a six-week period but 
did not receive an appointment. And, 
she added, she felt that the contract 
was being approved without input from 
teachers or the public. 

“I think that the lack of 
communication and the opportunity 
to meet individually with the 
superintendent as a board member is 
troublesome to me.

“I believe that the district needs a 
superintendent who will come to the 
table and work with all board members 
equally, and be willing to engage in 
healthy discussions—which may lead 
to differences of opinion. We may 
have disagreements, or hopefully lots 
of agreements as well, but certainly 
different points of view,” Fahy said.

Board member John King suggested 
Fahy’s opposition was no secret to her 
colleagues on the board, but that he 
sees a district that is moving in the 
right direction. 

“In my six years on the board, I feel 
like we are seeing great results and 

managing the district like a business 
because it is a business. 

“We’re in the business of teaching 
children. We have a good bond rating. 
We have an excellent credit rating and 
we have quality people that we employ. 
Overall, I am very pleased to vote 
in support of approving Dr. Vesely’s 
contract,” said King.

His opinion was shared by Michael 
Myrick, who said that his impression 
of Vesely is extremely positive and that 
she’s done a good job. 

“I think she meets with anyone 
and everyone. Every time I’ve asked 
her for a meeting, I have always had 
it, always been able to meet with her,” 
said Myrick.

Bernadette Coggins, who is 
concluding eight years of service on the 
board and is not seeking re-election, 
said she is extremely impressed in 
Vesely’s achievement over the past two 
years.

“Do we have areas where we can 
improve?” Coggins said. “Absolutely. 
I don’t know any district that doesn’t, 
but we need to collaborate not spend 
time complaining.”

Coggins believes that by extending 
Vesely’s contract, “We will continue 
to finish the great work that has been 
started.”  

teacher,” said Erica.
Their mother, Karen Smeltzer, 

taught elementary school for over 
30 years in the Kyrene district. She 
worked in partnership with Arizona 
State University during the pilot of 
the well-renowned “iTeach” student-
teacher program. The girls attribute 
many of their teaching techniques to 
her.

“We grew up helping in the 
classroom, but when the time comes 
to choose your career, you try so hard 
to be different from your family,” said 
Erica. “However, teaching was where 
our hearts were. It wasn’t a shock to us 
what we were getting into.”

Being sisters means that they share 
a lot in common – especially in their 
teaching style. It’s known to most in 
the Ward community that the Smeltzer 
sisters have a strict teaching style, 
but that it pays off for their students. 
Especially for students and families 
who have now had all three sisters as 
a teacher, including children in the 
Toennies family.

“My oldest daughter, Mya, has 
been very motivated by the Smeltzer 
sisters’ teaching style. They incorporate 

a lot of technology and creativity. 
They are known to be more strict but 
accomplish so much in the classroom, 
and the kids learn a lot,” said parent 
Robin Toennies. “You can tell they all 
put a lot of energy into the kids and 
education, making it a great learning 
experience.”

In addition to their similar teaching 
style, they also share similar fashion.

“Sometimes we come to school in 
the same outfit. We’ve learned to text 
each other in the morning to let the 
others know what we’re wearing so we 
don’t always match,” Ashley said.

When they aren’t busy teaching 
at the same school, Erica and Ashley 
coach the middle school soccer team 
together, and Lauren has plans to join 
next year. Erica said that, thankfully, 
when it comes to coaching, they go by 
their first names.

Having three individuals with the 
same last name can be confusing, 
especially for parents in the Ward 
community. The sisters all agree 
that they work together to make sure 
information gets to who it needs to get 
to, and they are grateful for the unique 
opportunity they have to all work 
together.

“It’s so great knowing you always 
have someone to support you, and 
someone who will always have your 
back no matter what,” Ashley said.

Sisters
From Page 9

Kyrene
From Page 10
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Kayla
From Page 1

Join us as we explore abroad
from the comfort of our community!

1875 East Guadalupe Road | Tempe, AZ
480.359.1114 | elmcroft.com

All-Inclusive* Assisted Living

©2018 Eclipse Senior Living   Eclipse offers some services that are not included in the all-inclusive rate, such as; telephone and cable, 
some transportation, guest meals, beauty and barber, medication packaging, pet fees and other ancillary services. A full list of ancillary 
service charges is available at the community. All charges associated with these ancillary services are in addition to the all-inclusive rate. 
Please contact the community directly to obtain a full list of additional ancillary services available at the community..License# AL10652C

Port of Call: Napa Valley
Saturday, September 22
Join us at 11:30 AM

Open House
Saturday, September 29
Join us at 10:00 AM

Looking for something new?

W .  A F R I C A N  C U I S I N E

BRING THIS AD FOR 10% OFF!
Cannot be combined with other offers.

 325 W. Elliot Road, Ste. 103, Tempe
SE corner of Elliot and Kyrene

480.550.7292  • jollofkingaz.com

A taste �  W� t A� ican cuisine
For a � esh, � avorful � perience

GoFundMe campaign to help. 
“As a mom, I remember how excited I 

was to send my daughters off to college,” said 
Kuby. “In one day, Kayla’s life was turned 
upside down: instead of attending her first 
day of classes, she was in the operating room, 
enduring the first of five surgeries. Now school 
is a year off into the future.”

In spite of the pain, Kayla smiles. “I’m 
getting there,” she says, but then tears fill 
her eyes. She faces six to eight months of 
rehabilitation and must learn to walk again. 

“They give me pain medication, but after my 
surgeries, it’s hard. One of the deans at ASU 
reached out to me and she’s going to help me 
defer my scholarships. So I’m going to do a 
medical leave/withdrawal from ASU just until 
I’m well,” Kayla said. 

It helps that close friend Elizabeth Mendez 
comes to visit almost every day. Then there’s 
Kayla’s mom who brings favorite comfort foods. 

“I saw on TV that Arizona is the state with 
the most pedestrian accidents,” Kayla said as 
she lay in her hospital bed surrounded by family 
members. “I’m just trying to get better so I can 
go back to school.”

Kayla was senior class president at 
McClintock High School in Tempe. She had 
the New American Scholarship to attend ASU 
this fall and was looking forward to beginning 
college with an eye to a career in sports 
marketing. In high school, she played softball, 
badminton and soccer. 

With limited resources, Kayla’s father, who 
paints houses, said he only wants what is fair 
for his daughter. 

One concern the family has is that Kayla 
didn’t have health insurance at the time of 
the accident. The company her father worked 
for went out of business and he spent months 
seeking other employment. 

“We don’t want anyone to give us things 
free,” Victor said. “Only what is fair for what 
happened to her, to heal her. If I had had work 
eight months ago, I could’ve gotten insurance to 
cover this.” 

Until the insurance claims get sorted out, the 
GoFundMe campaign seeks donors to help the 
family during Kayla’s ordeal. 

“Tempe is a compassionate city, and I knew 
that if our residents knew about Kayla, they 
would come to her aid,” Kuby said. 

At press time, the campaign had raised more 
than half of its $25,000 goal. 

Information: https://www.gofundme.com/
kayla-gonzalez-needs-our-help Kayla Gonzalez, in a graduation photo from last May, was president of 

her senior class and active in three sports at McClintock High School 
prior to a devastating accident in August.             — Photo courtesy Lauren Kuby
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SURGEONS 
and Physicians, Ltd.

OPHTHALMIC

www.osandp.com
3200 S. Country Club Way, Tempe 85282 - 480-839-0206
5110 E. Warner Road #150, Phoenix 85044 - 480-783-6893

35 YEARS OF EXPERT EYE CARE
Cataract & implant surgery
LASIK & refractive services

Glaucoma treatment & surgery
Cosmetic procedures

35 YEARS OF EXPERT EYE CARE
Cataract & lens implant surgery, including laser-assisted cataract 

surgery techniques and all premium lens implant options

Eyelid & orbit surgery | Cosmetic facial surgery

Corneal procedures & newest 
corneal transplant surgery techniques

LASIK & refractive services | Glaucoma treatment & surgery

Contact lenses and full-service optical shop on-site

 
OPHTHALMIC SURGEONS and Physicians, Ltd.

  Bertram T. Matsumoto, M.D. | Lisa A. Mansueto, M.D.
Camille M. Hylton, M.D. | Jon A. Konti, M.D. | Danielle Lanzer, O.D.

Onetime public housing 
resident now an honoree 

Vanessa Dearmon knows what 
it’s like to pull oneself out of looming 
financial catastrophe.

A public housing resident and 
now member of the Chandler Public 
Housing Authority Commission 
and Housing and Human Services 
Commission, Dearmon was among 
honorees at a recent gathering of a 
national housing collaborative.

The Arizona Chapter of the 
National Association of Housing 
and Redevelopment Officials, which 
recognized Dearmon as Family Self-
Sufficiency Participant of the Year, 
is a partnership among the cities of 
Chandler, Tempe, Mesa, Scottsdale 
and Phoenix. 

Its mission: To assist low-income 
families in making the transition 
from public assistance to productive 
employment and economic self-
sufficiency.

The organization is funded by 
the U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development.

Dearmon is the public housing 
resident representative on the 

city’s Housing Commission and has 
demonstrated perseverance and 
dedication in achieving self-sufficiency 
by obtaining two Associates degrees 
from Mesa Community College. She 
also is working on a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in Interior Design and 
Sustainability from Northern Arizona 
University.

Also honored was ASPIRE Read 
to Succeed, an innovative reading 
program for children living in public 
housing. The program was developed 
for children ages 6 to 8 residing in 
Chandler public housing.

According to a report, Chandler’s 
public housing staff saw children 
struggle with language and reading 
skills and worked collaboratively 
with the city’s Housing Authority and 
Chandler Public Library to develop a 
tutoring program to help improve the 
kids’ reading skills. 

Staff members say the result has 
generated remarkable improvements 
in reading and language skills, plus a 
growing love of reading. 

Everybody counts in 
the Census. And Tempe 
officials say the city 
needs the many voices 
of the community to 
help encourage public 
participation in the 
2020 U.S. Census. 

Residents 
Valleywide are being 
invited to consider 
applying for one of 
the volunteer positions on Tempe’s 
Complete Count Committee to help 
strategize public outreach.

Application deadline is Friday, 
Sept. 14.

Tempe residency is not required 
to serve if the individual works 
in Tempe and brings a valuable 
perspective or expertise in reaching 
audiences. 

The committee will operate 
under the direction of a volunteer 
chair or chair/co-chair, and will 

meet at regular intervals. City staff 
also will be part of the committee. 

“Census Day is April 1, 2020 and 
we need your help in educating and 
encouraging a full count of those 
living in the city of Tempe because 
it is going to determine how much 
federal funding we will get for 
needs like transportation, housing 
assistance and more,” said Mayor 
Mark Mitchell. 

For information and a link to the 
volunteer application visit tempe.
gov/census.

Sept. 14 deadline for 
U.S. Census volunteers
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— Continued on Page 16

Sports 
with Alex Zener

Aztecs bounce back after opener's loss 
with a 19-14 win over Mesa Mtn. View

The Aztecs had a chance to earn 
a 2-2 record Friday night, Sept. 7, 
when they played a non-conference 
game at Boulder Creek in Anthem. 

After losing their opener to Mesa 
Mountain View, 49-14, on Aug. 17, 
the Aztecs bounced back with a 19-14 
win over Mountain Ridge on Aug. 
24.

Corona’s star wide receiver, 
Ricky Pearsall, who caught 74 
passes for 1153 yards and scored 
13 touchdowns in 2017, was 
instrumental in the Aztecs' win 

against Mountain Ridge.
For instance, Pearsall’s 98-yard 

kickoff return touchdown against 
Mountain Ridge was one for the 
2018 highlight reels.

After Mountain Ridge scored 
their second touchdown, with 
about six minutes left in the second 
quarter, the Mountain Lions, with 
a 14-0 lead, made the mistake of 
kicking the ball to Pearsall during 
the kickoff.

Pearsall made the Mountain 
Lions pay bigtime by running the 

Clockwise from upper left: 
Corona’s football team, led by senior wide receiver Ricky Pearsall (#12), senior safety Ben Rafalski (#15) and senior 
quarterback Ryan Helt (#3), enters the stadium for the Aztecs’ first home game Aug. 24.    —  Photo courtesy Kris 
Cartwright / kriscartwright.smugmug.com 

Tempe High School cheerleaders help keep the crowd—and the team—in good spirits; Tempe’s Buffaloes fought hard but 
were unable to hold back the McClintock Chargers; the Aztecs came barreling out, ready for action; Tempe High’s coaching 
staff ponders strategy during the game against McClintock.   — Wrangler News photos by Alex J. Walker
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Call  
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602.620.7480
106 S. Kyrene Rd.

Suite 2 
Chandler, AZ 85226

ball back 98 yards to score his first touchdown of the 
night.

Pearsall’s touchdown ignited the Aztecs. Not only 
did the defense keep Mountain Ridge scoreless the 
rest of the game, the offense scored 12 more points to 
win 19-14.

On defense, seniors Jack Schobinger and 
Collin Gavel led the team in tackles. Schobinger 
had five solo tackles and seven assisted tackles for 
12 total tackles while Gavel had seven solo and four 
assisted tackles for 11 total tackles.

Additionally, senior Nicholas Schobinger had 
three solo tackles and seven assisted for a total of 
10 tackles while junior Jean Boyd III had five solo 
and four assisted tackles for nine total tackles. Senior 
Ben Rafalski had four solo and four assisted for a 
total of eight tackles.

The defense not only stopped the Mountain Lions 
with defensive tackling; Gavel and Pearsall both 
intercepted the Mountain View quarterback passes 
while playing defense.

Gavel intercepted Mountain Ridge’s quarterback 
Alex Hames one time with a 50-yard run back, while 
Pearsall had two interceptions, running the ball back 
a total of 35 yards.

The offense scored 12 points after Pearsall’s 
kickoff return with two field goals and an additional 
touchdown.

Kicker Emilio Echerivel scored a field goal with 

about three minutes left in the second quarter. The 
Aztecs went in at halftime trailing 14-10.

With three minutes to go in the third quarter, 
Echerivel kicked another field goal to narrow the 
margin to only one point with the Mountain Lions 
still leading 14-13.

Then midway through the fourth quarter, Helt hit 
Pearsall with a touchdown pass to give the Aztecs a 
19-14 lead. Although Corona’s two-point conversion 
attempt failed, they held on for their first win of the 
season. 

Helt was able to complete 9 of 23 passes for 125 
yards against Mountain Ridge. Pearsall had seven 
receptions for 111 yards and junior Eric Blackwell 
caught two passes for 14 yards.

The Aztecs had seven players attempt to run the 
ball against the Mountain Lions, with Helt gaining 
the most yardage, rushing 27 yards on two carries. 
Senior Tim Luscombe had 12 attempts for 22 yards 
while Pearsall carried the ball five times for 13 yards. 

Also helping to balance out the offense by rushing 
the ball were senior Kandren Shaw and juniors 
Eric Brice, Sebastian Gutierrez and Boyd.

Corona’s 35-20 loss to Basha on Aug. 31 should 
have contained some positive points for the coaching 
staff to use in preparing the Aztecs for their game 
against Boulder Creek.

First, with less than a minute before the Aztecs 
would head into the locker room for halftime behind 
21-0 to the Bears, Helt completed a 12-yard pass to 
Shaw for a touchdown.

Echerivel hit the point-after kick to make the 
score 21-6 at the half.

After some adjustments at halftime, Corona 

scored two more touchdowns in the second half.
Pearsall scored on a rushing touchdown midway 

through the third quarter in answer to a Basha fourth 
touchdown of the game. The extra point put the 
Aztecs behind 28-14.

The Bears scored again late in the third quarter to 
go up three touchdowns at 35-14.

The Aztecs played with determination in the 
fourth quarter when they marched down the field 
from their own one-yard line to score on a Helt pass 
to Jaron Reval for the Aztecs' third touchdown of 
the game with less than four minutes in the game. A 
failed point-after kick left Corona down 15 points at 
35-20.

After a valiant effort in the fourth quarter, 
including an onside kick attempt that failed, the 
Aztecs ran out of time, losing the game 35-20.

On defense, senior Michael Hall sacked the 
Bears' quarterback two times, while fellow senior 
Ben Rafalski led the team in total tackles with four 
solo and five assisted tackles. Gavel had five solo 
tackles.

Nicholas Schobinger, on the kicking team, punted 
the ball five times against Basha, averaging over 30 
yards per punt, while Echerivel kicked the ball off 
three times, one of those resulting in a touchback.

The positive aspects for the Aztecs and their fans 
to take away from the Basha game is that someone 
besides Pearsall has now scored a touchdown, which 
should take some of pressure off Pearsall. 

Two players other than Pearsall caught 
touchdown passes this season for Corona. Reval 
caught three passes for 24 yards and a touchdown 
while Shaw caught four passes for 22 yards and a 

Sports
From Page 14
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ANDREW S. WELLMAN 
M.D. , P.L.L.C.

Dr. Andrew Wellman has been 
 practicing Orthopaedic Surgery 
in the Southeast Valley for the 
last 34 years. He has recently 

relocated to the Chandler area 
after six years at the prestigious 
Hedley Orthopaedic Institute 

of Orthopaedic Surgery in 
Mesa, AZ. As a military-trained 
surgeon, he was trained in and 

continues to practice classic 
 orthopaedic  surgery with  
emphasis on hip and knee 

reconstruction, fractures, sports 
 medicine and occupational 

injuries.

THE DOCTOR IS IN

Call Today and Get Well Soon.

touchdown both against Basha.
Additionally, Helt threw 52 passes with 32 

completions for a total of 247 yards against Basha, 
spread out among eight receivers. Pearsall was the 
leading receiver with 11 receptions for 78 yards, 
but Blackwell caught six passes for 57 yards and 
Echerivel caught two for a gain of 25 yards. 

Other players who caught passes include 
juniors Erick Brice, with three passes for 24 yards, 
Demetrius Rock with two passes for nine yards and 
Gutierrez with one pass for eight yards.

Lastly, Helt and Pearsall are starting to show their 
athleticism, versatility and leadership qualities their 
last season. Besides his ability to pass the football, 
almost 200 yards per game, Helt is the leading 
rusher on the team with 14 carries and 72 yards after 
three games. He also became a receiver when he 
caught a pass from Pearsall in the Basha game.

On offense, Pearsall, is not only the leading scorer 
on the team with 30 points in three games, but he is 
the leading receiver on the team with 25 receptions 
for 292 yards and two touchdowns. In addition, 
he has two rushing touchdowns and is the leading 
kickoff returner on special teams with 262 yards and 
one touchdown. Altogether he averages over 100 
total yards a game.

In addition, Pearsall has had two interceptions in 
just three games while playing on the defensive side 
of the ball.

Up next, the Aztecs were due to play at Boulder 
Creek on Sept. 7 and then their last two non-
conference games before playing teams in their 6A 
Central conference the last four games of the season.

On Sept. 14 they will play at home against Desert 
Ridge and then at Westview, Sept. 21.

Tempe High football
The Buffaloes have high hopes for this 

season with the return of their “pro-style” senior 
quarterback Nathan Clayton. Clayton, who stands 
6-foot-6 and weighs 215 lbs., broke his arm early in 
the 2017 season but continued to play until he was 
concussed the last game of the season in Tempe’s 
27-16 loss to Marcos de Niza on Oct. 28.

Tempe started off slow in their first game of 
the 2018 season on Aug. 24 at Apache Junction. 
The Buffaloes had to punt the ball on their first 
possession, and then the defense gave up a 
touchdown to the Prospectors to fall behind 6-0 with 
less than seven minutes left in the first quarter.

On their second possession, the Buffaloes were 
four and out after gaining only one yard turning over 
possession on downs to Apache Junction.

The defense turned it up when the Prospectors 
were in the red zone, threatening to score with less 
than four minutes left in the first quarter.

Tempe’s defense would come up with the first of 
its four interceptions, returning the ball to their own 
35-yard line.

Getting a boost from the defense, the offense got 
into the game with a 67-yard pass from Clayton to 
senior Amari Rogers for Tempe’s first touchdown 
late in the first quarter.

On the Prospectors' next possession, junior 
Javan Cooks grabbed Tempe’s second interception 
in the first quarter setting up the Buffaloes' second 
touchdown, a one-yard rushing touchdown by senior 
Pharoah Williams for a 14-6 lead.

Playing defense, senior Amaru Johnson would 
score a safety midway through the second quarter 

after Apache Junction intercepted a Clayton pass 
and took possession deep in their own territory. That 
defensive safety would give Tempe a 16-6 lead.

In the second quarter, Tempe’s Bayyan Prince 
broke through the Prospectors' defensive line for a 
22-yard run to Apache Junction’s 25-yard line only to 
have another one of Clayton’s passes intercepted on 
the next play.

It continued to be a roller coaster ride for both 
teams when Tempe junior Joseph Near intercepted 
an Apache Junction pass with under a minute left in 
the first half, but the Buffaloes were unable to score 
before time ran out.

Tempe came out of the locker room at halftime 
ahead 16-6 and never looked back. Pharoah Williams 
would score his second rushing touchdown of the 
night and the defense would hold the Prospectors 
scoreless to win their first game of the season 23-6.

Altogether, the Buffaloes gained 315 yards on 
offense with Clayton completing six of his 14 passes 
for a total of 106 yards and one touchdown while 
the team rushed for a total of 209 yards and two 
touchdowns.

Prince was the leading rusher with 22 carries for 
118 yards while Pharoah Williams carried the ball six 
times for 74 yards and two touchdowns.

Roger’s was the leading receiver with 90 yards on 
three receptions with one touchdown.

On defense, Rogers, Near and Johnson lead 
the team in tackles with four solo tackles and one 
assisted tackle for a total of five each. Johnson had 
four tackles for loss while senior Isaiah Williams 
had four total tackles with two tackles for loss. Junior 

— SPORTS, Page 18

Register now!
Classes begin in September
The fall issue of Tempe Opportunities 
features hundreds of programs for 
every interest, age and ability. Take 
part in health and fitness programs, 
art and dance classes, sports, 
aquatics, boating and more. 

Register online, by mail,
or in person at many 
Tempe facilities.

www.tempe.gov/brochure
480-350-5200
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Rolling Hills & Ken McDonald Golf Courses

Super Summer Rates!

Book your tee time at
www.tempe.gov/GolfTempe

Golf after 10 a.m. any day of 
the week for our lowest rates.

Ken McDonald

$16
Rolling Hills

$12
Includes a golf cart!

Now through September 14, 2018.
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Sione Tonga’uiha had just two 
tackles but both were for a loss and 
senior Soane Leha had four total 
tackles with one for a loss.

The defense had 5.5 quarterback 
sacks and four interceptions with 
Johnson leading the team with four 
sacks. Tonga’uiha had one sack and 
Williams is credited with a .5 sack.

In addition to Cooks’ and Near’s 
interceptions, junior Gus Willis 
and Rogers each had an interception 
against Apache Junction.

On the kicking team, sophomore 
Mathew Farnsworth kicked four 
kickoffs with his longest going 44 yards 
for a touchback plus he was three-for-
three on his point after kicks.

Senior Quevion Baker-
McCaulay punted the ball three 
times against the Prospectors with his 
longest going 53 yards.

In their second game of the season, 
August 31, against McClintock, the 
Buffaloes were only able to score one 
touchdown in the third quarter by 
Prince losing to the Chargers 21-7. 

Clayton had a smidgen better 
outing against McClintock in his 
passing game completing 14 of 24 
passes for a total of 155 yards including 
a long pass to Jodee Lee towards the 
end of the second quarter and two long 
passes to senior Juwan Jefferson in 
the fourth quarter.

Juwan Jefferson was the leading 
receiver on the team with 93 yards on 
four catches.

Prince was the leading rusher on 
the team with 171 yards on 20 carries 
including his breakaway run of 41 
yards to the Charger’s 8-yard line that 
set up his own ultimate touchdown in 
the third quarter.

On defense, Isaiah Williams 
and then Johnson sacked the 
Chargers three times in third quarter. 
First Williams sacked the Charger 
quarterback all the way back at 
McClintock’s 50-yard with six minutes 
left in the quarter. Then Johnson 
sacked McClintock’s quarterback with 
three minutes to go in the quarter and 
Williams again sacked the quarter back 
with less than a minute to go in the 

third quarter.
Four Tempe players had six total 

tackles against McClintock with Isaiah 
Williams leading the team with six 
solo tackles. Tonga’uiha had five solo 
tackles and one assists while Leha had 
four solo and two assists and Near 
was credited with three solo and three 
assists.

Baker-McCaulay punted the ball 
twice for a total of 88 yards. His 
longest was 46 yards.

Up next, the Buffaloes will play 
on Sept. 7 a non-conference game at 
Flagstaff in the NAU Dome starting at 
7:30. Both teams are 1-1 heading into 
this matchup.

On Sept. 14 Tempe will play a non-
conference grudge match at Marcos 
de Niza and then will start conference 
play at home on Sept. 21 when they 
face off with Cortez, the first of six 4A 
Skyline conference opponents they will 
play the rest of the regular season.

Sports
From Page 17

are contagious. If one person is 
depressed, they feel like it spreads,” 
Dodds said. They might be right. 

Last year, in a note home to parents 
after a November 2017 suicide by a 
Corona sophomore, Principal Nathan 
Kleve noted that “a student death by 
suicide also increases the chances of 
another suicide exponentially.”

According to Dodds, about 90 
percent of attendees say they think 
about suicide—either of someone they 
know or as an option for themselves. 
“It’s affecting their life,” Dodds said. 
“These are kids who seem perfectly 
happy who are thinking about this.” 

If anyone admits they have a plan 
to take their life or if they say they’ve 
attempted suicide, Dodds treats it as 
an emergency. “We get parents and 
counselors involved.” 

A lot of parents, he says, don’t like 
to be told they are doing it wrong. 
“You can be an amazing parent and 
your child can have these thoughts.” 

“The truth is, no matter what, we’ve 
got to be there to support our kids. 
Stop wondering whose fault it is and 
think, ‘How can I help?’”  

Real Talk is currently being offered 
at nine Valley schools. At Corona, the 
group meets on Wednesdays at 10:23 
a.m. in C136. 

Information: jdodds@azcc.org 
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Diversions with M.V. Moorhead
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Saturday, 
October 21

Pumpkin Decorating & Contest 
Sweet Treats

Contreras State Farm 
2145 E. Warner Road, Suite 101 Tempe

Warner Century Plaza

With ‘Kin,’ Franco locks up his cinematic 
standing among alltime most creepy freaks

It's flown a bit under 
the radar, but this 
odd, gritty little tale 

is not without merit. 
It's set in the 

economic wastes of 
Detroit, where 12-year-
old Eli (Myles Truitt) 
scavenges for scrap 
metal in the shells of 
deserted factories. 

Eli, an adopted 
African-American, lives 
with his construction 
contractor Dad (Dennis 
Quaid), a morose but 
morally upright widower.

Eli's ne'er-do-well 
older brother Jimmy 
(Jack Reynor) comes 

home—to a chilly 
reception—after six years 
in prison, to quickly 
realize that both he and 
his family are in serious 
trouble with a local 
gangster (James Franco). 

Jimmy and Eli end 
up on the run from the 
gangster and his goons, 
and somewhere along 
the line a stripper (Zoe 
Kravitz) with a heart of 
gold is added to their 
party.

This modest, 
poignant story, which if 
not for some violence has 
almost an Afterschool 
Special atmosphere, 

could be compelling 
simply as a realistic 
drama/thriller. But 
the directing team of 
Jonathan and Josh 
Baker, working from a 
script by Daniel Casey 
(an expansion of the 
Baker brothers' short 
film "Bag Man"), layer in 
a sci-fi twist.

 On one of his 
scavenging excursions, 
Eli comes upon 
the aftermath of a 
battle between some 
otherworldly warriors—
time travelers or aliens 
or something; it isn't 
made entirely clear. He 
picks up a sophisticated 
weapon that only seems 
to respond to him, and, 
as you might guess, this 
eventually becomes a 
factor in the story.

I don't mean to 
mislead anyone about 
Kin—it's uneven, and 
sentimental at times. But 
it has an unpredictability 
that I enjoyed, and the 
low-key style of the 

Bakers recalled, for 
me, certain commercial 
directors of the '60s and 
'70s like John Avildsen 
and Jeremy Paul Kagan 
and Matthew Robbins, 
whose straightforward, 
unpretentious style 
has been insufficiently 
emulated.

Most of all, Kin 
worked for me because 
the actors made me care 
bout the characters. 
Truitt makes a fine, 
sober debut as Eli; you 
feel sorry for this kid's 
poor luck in family 
relations. 

Reynor, who seems 
like sort of a poor 
man's Chris Pratt, is 
exasperatingly likable as 
the fun, decent-hearted, 
well-intentioned, 
hopelessly foolish 
Jimmy, who introduces 
his brother to strip clubs 
and doing donuts in the 
parking lot in his truck.

 Quaid is convincingly 
downcast as the 
desperate dad, and 

Sponsors: Burton Glass, Reliable Glass, 
Desert Breeze Glass and Wrangler News

Saturday, Oct.20 
9 a.m. - Noon

Come tap dance with me!
Next session 
begins Sept. 10th
Register today!

Kravitz is charming as 
usual, even in this stock 
role. Most striking, 
perhaps, is James 
Franco, truly repellent 
and scary as the mild-
voiced gangster. 

I've never been able 
to warm to Franco in 
ordinary leading man 
parts, but on the basis 
of this film and The 

Disaster Artist, he's a 
natural as creepy freaks.

Kin is rated PG-13, 
and plays at Harkins 
Tempe Marketplace, 
Harkins Arizona Mills 
and other multiplexes 
Valleywide.
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Dignity exec among top healthcare philanthropists 

$3.00 OFF  
any 8 inch or larger  

Ice-Cream Cake

buy one get one

Blizzard or
Orange Julius

FREE
Not valid with other offers. 

Equal or lesser value.  
Valid at these  
locations only.

NW Corner Alma 
School/Guadalupe 

480.820.8914

SE Corner Southern 
/ McClintock 

480.426.0010

NW Corner  
Elliot/Rural 

480.831.7274

30 Years Serving the Tempe Community!

Offer expires 8-9-18

Aaron Peace, president of Dignity Health 
Foundation East Valley in Arizona, has been 
included in the Association for Healthcare 
Philanthropy Forty Under 40 list.

The internationally recognized program is 
designed to recognize future leaders within 
the health care philanthropy community. The 
association honors the selected young professionals 
based on their efforts to help shape the future of the 
health care development industry. 

“Telling member stories and sharing best 
practices are at the core of what we are all about,” 
said Alice Ayres, the association’s president and 
CEO. 

Peace, who has been with Dignity Health 
Foundation East Valley since 2013, helped guide 

efforts to increase fundraising through a variety of 
innovative means including the strategic utilization 
of digital and social media communications. 

Previously, Peace served as vice president of 
development at Dignity Health St. John’s Healthcare 
Foundation in Oxnard, Calif., where he increased the 
number of donors by 25 percent.

“I dedicate myself each day to advancing Dignity 
Health’s mission and supporting our caregivers who 
truly put our mission in motion,” said Peace.

“To be recognized for the success that comes 
from hard work and perseverance is humbling, and a 
reflection of the great people I work with.  

"I’m excited this award will bring more attention 
to the hospitals we serve and to the needs of our 
community.”

Still time to register for ‘neighborhood college’ series
Residents involved in their neighborhoods, or 

those interested in becoming involved, are being 
encouraged to register for a series of free classes 
being offered through the city of Chandler’s new 
Neighborhood College program.

Classes will be held on Tuesday and Thursday 
evenings for four weeks, with the next session 
scheduled Tuesday, Sept. 11. 

The first class will be at Pomeroy Elementary 
School-Multipurpose Room, 1507 W. Shawnee 
Drive. The dates, times and class locations will vary. 
Priority will be given to Chandler residents, but the 
program is open to residents from all Valley cities.

The class topics include Neighborhood 
Leadership; The History, Mystery, and Legends of 
Chandler; DIY Curb Appeal for Neighborhoods; and 
Let’s Talk Dogs and Cats. 

In addition, participants are being invited 
to attend a Mayor’s Listening Tour on Tuesday, 
Sept. 18, at Hartford Sylvia Encinas Elementary 
School, as well as an HOA Round Table led by the 
Mulcahy Law Firm, P.C., and Shaw & Lines, LLC, on 
Saturday, Sept. 29, at Chandler-Gilbert Community 
College.

To download an application, visit chandleraz.
gov/neighborhoods.
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College Connect returns with free 
workshops and one-on-one guidance

Connect with Councilmembers

Want to discuss your ideas and input about 
Tempe? Join these Councilmembers as they host 
conversation events to connect with community 
members. No registration is required.

Community Roundtable with Randy and 
Robin – Join Councilmembers Randy Keating and 
Robin Arredondo-Savage to share ideas and talk 
about important issues on Tuesday, Sept. 25, at  

6 p.m., at North Tempe Multigenerational Center, 
Manzanita Room, 1555 N. Bridalwreath St. 

Contact Parrish Spisz at parrish_spisz@tempe.
gov or call 480-350-8816.

Connecting with Kuby – Vice Mayor Lauren 
Kuby hosts monthly office hours at Tempe Public 
Library the last Saturday of each month from 1-3 
p.m. Stop by, get a cold beverage at Connections 
Café and talk about ways we can make Tempe 
better. 

The next two dates are Sept. 29 and Oct. 27. 
Contact Kristin Gwinn Kristin_gwinn@tempe.gov 
or call 480-350-8916. 

Conversations with Kolby – Councilmember 
Kolby Granville is hosting two opportunities to 
talk about Tempe: Oct. 23 at 6 p.m. at The Lakes 
of Tempe Clubhouse, 5501 S. Lakeshore Dr.; and 
Oct. 24 at 6 p.m. at Boulders on Broadway, 530 W. 
Broadway Road. Contact Parrish Spisz at parrish_
spisz@tempe.gov or call 480-350-8816.

Safely dispose 
of expired drugs

Important dates 
for Nov. 6 
Tempe Special 
Election 

SEPTEMBER 2018

Tempe’s College Connect 
program connects students and 
parents to the resources they 

need to fulfill their dreams of a post-
secondary education. 

Participants can attend free 
workshops and group sessions and 
meet one-on-one with college experts. 

Topics include applying for 
college, paying for college, available 

scholarships, career choice, picking the 
right high school classes, and many 
more. 

Upcoming workshops will take 
place at the Tempe Public Library on 
Sept. 8, Oct. 20, Dec. 1, Feb. 2 and 
April 13. 

For a full calendar and to schedule 
a one-on-one appointment, visit  
www.CollegeConnectTempe.org.

The City of Tempe’s 
Special Election is 
coming up Nov. 6 
and voters can get 
information and 
important dates by 
calling Tempe 311 at 
480-350-4311 or visiting 
www.tempe.gov/election. 

Maricopa County 
Elections will mail 
publicity pamphlets 
during the week of  
Oct. 1 and voter 
registration ends Oct. 9. 

Early voting begins 
Oct. 10 and Oct. 26 is 
the last day to request an 
early ballot by mail. 

Tempe has 
Propositions 417 and 418 
on the ballot. 

Proposition 417 is 
regarding a sales and use 
tax for arts and culture 
throughout Tempe. 

Proposition 418 
is regarding a City 
Charter amendment 
concerning removal of 
a Councilmember from 
elected office. 

Tempe Police are partnering again with the Arizona 
Drug Enforcement Administration for a drug “take back” 
event. 

Community members can anonymously bring unused 
and expired medications for safe disposal on Saturday, Oct. 
27, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., at the Tempe Police  
South Substation, 8201 S. Hardy Drive. 

Bring medications in original containers. 
They will be placed into boxes provided by DEA and 

Tempe Police. Law enforcement personnel will seal and 
deliver the disposed medications for proper destruction. 

We are unable to safely accept glass, syringes, 
injectables or sharps of any kind.

For those unable to attend, two secure prescription/
over-the-counter medication disposal kiosks are available 
for community members year-round during business hours 
at the Apache Police Substation, 1822 E. Apache Blvd, and 
downtown Police Headquarters, 120 E. Fifth St. 

For additional information about the event, contact: 
Molly_Enright@tempe.gov or 480-858-6148.

Old Settlers reconnect
Longtime Tempe residents will once again gather for 

their annual reunion to socialize and share memories. 
On Saturday, Oct. 20, the Tempe Old Settlers 

Association will hold its annual celebration from 10:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. at Arizona Community Church, 9325 S. Rural 
Road. 

Registration is at 10:30 a.m. and lunch is from 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Guests are asked to bring a potluck dish to share. 

Old Settlers members are those who were born in 
Tempe or have lived in the city for at least 30 years. 

For more information, call Councilmember Joel Navarro 
at 480-688-9907.
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Saturday, Sept. 8: Observing a city‘s colorful past      

The lore accompanying Chandler’s colorful past may 
not be the stuff around which old-timers spun their 
tales. “ChandLore,” it seems, is the exception.

From 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 8, Historic 
Downtown Chandler will transport visitors back in time 
with a celebration of yesteryear, promising a “living 
history” experience through live character storytelling and 
music.  

Among the cast of newly brought-back-to-life 
characters will be such notables as George T. Peabody, who 
in 1912 promoted up-and-coming Chandler as a booming 
metropolis of the future; Irene “Animal Girl” Schroeder, 
a 1930s-era imitator of the Bonny and Clyde duo who 
became the first woman in America to die for her crimes in 
the electric chair; Harriet “Flip” Fullerton, whose Stanford 
education and a life that included such friends as a young 
John F. Kennedy produced a woman of considerable social 
standing; and Bill Swift, a pro boxing manager of the 1950s 
who shouldered the blame for Zora Folley not winning his 
title bout with Eddie Machen.

Those are some of the most flamboyant characters from 
the city’s past who will magically reappear, but foremost 
among them will be a reconstituted Dr. A.J. Chandler, 
whose namesake city survived the rough-and-tumble days 

of yore—and the lore that accompanied them. 
Stationed along Boston Street and San Marcos Place 

under a historic colonnade, actors from ImprovMania will 
bring these bygone characters to life. 

David Specht, owner of Improv Mania, shares in the 
excitement of this new event:

“The ImprovMania cast is thrilled to portray these 
characters from Chandler’s colorful history. This event will 
be educational, and should also be really fun.” 

Alongside the lively actors retelling their remarkable 
stories will be a variety of musical acts from a barbershop 
quartet to a banjo player performing songs from bygone 
days. 

Downtown Chandler will also commemorate Chandler’s 
founding year of 1912 by offering $19.12 specials from 
participating businesses. 

For a list of offerings and participating businesses go to 
www.downtownchandler.org.  

Said Mary Murphy-Bessler, executive director of the 
Downtown Chandler Community Partnership:

“This truly unique event celebrates Downtown Chandler 
as a place where hip and historic collide for a one-of-a-kind 
experience and a destination to be enjoyed by all.”

The Nuance String Quartet, featuring Devon 
Leal Bridgewater, violinist and music director. 
Bridgewater is a Phoenix native and graduated 
from Harvard University in 1981. He performed 
with the Harvard/Radcliffe Orchestra and in sev-
eral chamber ensembles throughout New Eng-
land. The group has performed for events in the 
Southwest with an eclectic program of classical, 
ragtime, jazz and music from stage and screen. 

World-traveled American entertainer Igor the 
Jazz Cowboy just completed a fifth appearance 
on national ABC TV Gong Show. He has been 
a staple in the Valley for over 30 years, playing 
banjo, guitar, violin and other stringed instru-
ments.

Dan Ryan and his barber shop quartet  are 
celebrating their 40th year as a group. Ryan, after 
stumbling upon the South Cook Chapter in the 
fall of 1976 in the Chicago suburb of Tinley Park, 
ended up in Phoenix.  
He sang in The Chefs, Hometown Favorites and 
Daily Favorites quartets and directed choruses 
in Sweet Adelines, Harmony Incorporated and 
S.P.E.B.S.Q.S.A.  
In 1983, he became assistant director of The 
Phoenicians and directed the Scottsdale Copper-
statesmen Chorus and Paradise Valley Chorus, 
while singing in the After Hours, Phoenix Rising 
and Seems Like Old Times quartets. 

Sheila Maguire began playing Irish Traditional 
music with teacher Maureen Glynn Connolly at 
age 6. The following year, she entered her first 
national fiddling competition. By age 17 she had 
accumulated 65 U.S and National Championship, 
along with 15 World Championships. By age 15, 
she had performances for WBAI Radio in New 
York, RTE television in Ireland, and during the 
same period recorded a group album.  

She also toured with such notable groups as Mi-
chael Flatley’s Lord of the Dance. Spanning 40 
years of professional musicianship, Maguire’s 
successful performances range from small local 
bars to arenas.  
With a rare ability to play across genres, she er-
forms traditional Irish, folk, rock, R&B, reggae, 
Celtic rock and jazz.  Her infectious love of music 
has been recognized by many groups in the Val-
ley since 1990.

In recognition of Chandler’s founding year 1912, 
downtown businesses such as Sibley’s West 
and Burst of Butterflies Create & Paint Studio 
will be offering 19.12% off any purchase during 
ChandLore’s event hours. Murphy’s Law Irish 
Pub will be offering the discount on any two 
entrees plus an appetizer.  
 
Information:  www.downtownchandler.org/
chandlore/

‘ChandLore’ tunes in  
to some musical favorites

The Music Store’s

2630 West Baseline Road   ~   NE Corner of Baseline & 101 Freeway
www.the-music-store.com

(480) 831-9691

~ We play pop and rock
     favorites, along with
     famous seasonal pieces
     throughout the year!
 

 ~ Bring your own Uke
      or use one of ours!      or use one of ours!

All levels welcome - 
beginner to
advanced!Ukulele Jam Night

Monday, September 10th
6:00-7:15 pm
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Bring me in to
University Animal Hospital

2500 S. Hardy Drive | Tempe

480.968.9275 
universityvet.com

$20 off  
exam for NEW Clients

Expires 8/3/17

PREVENTATIVE AND GERIATRIC CARE  vaccine and wellness screenings 
MEDICAL  routine to complicated medicine 

SURGICAL elective to advanced procedures

Expires 10/5/2018

Chandler Chamber 
offers insight into 
retailing's future

With retail having 
become a much broader 
business than ever 
before, retailers are 
finding that they have to 
learn how to integrate 
the physical world with 
the digital. 

Brick and mortar may 
be all about the customer 
experience, but it’s data 
that will keep them 
relevant. 

David Moss of 
Chandler Fashion Center 
and Denise McCreery, 
a local small business 
owner, will share their 
challenges and success 
stories at a session being 
planned by the Chandler 
Chamber 11:30 a.m. to  
1 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 
26. 

The program includes 
an economic update 
for Chandler, including 
information about new 
companies coming to 
the city and the status of 
current projects.

The meeting is 
scheduled at Avion 
Center, 1733 E. Northrop 
Blvd.

Rogers Corp. 
to expand West 
Chandler profile

Rogers Corporation 
will be expanding its 
presence in Chandler 
with the purchase of real 
estate, buildings and 
equipment to support its 
Advanced Connectivity 
Solutions business 
segment. 

“We are very pleased 
that Rogers Corporation 
is continuing to expand 
in our Price Corridor,” 
said Chandler Mayor 
Jay Tibshraeny. “Rogers 
Corporation is a global 
technology leader 
and this decision to 
invest in Chandler 
strengthens our position 
as the innovation and 

technology hub of the 
Southwest.” 

The transaction 
expands Rogers’ 
manufacturing footprint 
in Chandler, where 
the company employs 
roughly 500 residents. 
Rogers’ ACS business 
is projecting significant 
growth in key markets 
that include 5G 
wireless infrastructure 
and Advanced Driver 
Assistance Systems. 

“This asset purchase 
is part of our strategic 
expansion in ACS to 
meet the expected 
demand growth in our 
Advanced Connectivity 
and Advanced Mobility 
markets,” said Bruce 
Hoechner, Rogers’ 
president and chief 
executive officer. 

The company has 

been manufacturing in 
the Chandler area for 
more than 50 years. Its 
latest expansion comes 
two years after the 
company announced 
the relocation of its 
corporate headquarters 
to Chandler. 

Rogers plans to 
start upgrading the 
facilities and equipment 
immediately at the 
former Isola USA Corp. 
site at 165 S. Price Road. 

The company 
anticipates having 
the location ready for 
commercial production 
in 2019. 

Kiwanis Wave Pool 
dives in to fall season

Summer may be 
coming to an end but 

B r i e f l y
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American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. & Its Operating Companies,
American Family Insurance Company,

6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783  
 011765 – Rev. 4/15  ©2016 – 7350899

Richard Utter, Agent 
Richard Utter Agency, Inc.

2033 E Warner Rd Ste 101, Tempe 
Bus: (480) 831-8668 

rickutter.com   

PROTECTION WHILE
YOU’RE ON THE ROAD.

Your dreams deserve more than an insurance card 
tucked in your glove box. That’s why I go beyond a 

piece of paper to give you smart, customized coverage 
and real peace of mind to pursue what matters most. 

Contact me today for a competitive quote.  

Let’s talk today.

Your dreams deserve more than an insurance card
tucked in your glove box. That's why I go beyond a

piece of paper to give you smart, customized coverage
and real peace of mind to pursue what matters most.

Contact me today for a competitive quote. 
Let's talk today

Richard Utter, Agent
Richard Utter Agency, Inc.

2033 E Warner Rd Ste 101, Tempe
Bus: (480) 831-8668

rickutter.com

swimmers can enjoy the 
water and improve their 
skills all year long thanks 
to Kiwanis Wave Pool’s 
offering of lessons and 
open swim sessions that 
began earlier this month. 

Swim lessons are 
offered for all ages and 
abilities, from toddlers as 
young as eight months to 
advanced swimmers. 

Private lessons 
are available as well. 
Registration is open 
for fall classes, many 
of which have already 
begun. 

Also available is 
a schedule of free 
swimming for kids 
on weekdays Monday 
through Thursday. 

Up to two children 
age 10 and under are 
free with one $4 adult 
admission. 

Midday Swim: 
11:30 a. m.-1:30 p.m. 
through the end of 

November.
Evening Swim: 

5-8 p.m. beginning Oct. 
1 through the end of 
November.

Tempe’s three splash 
pads at Esquer, Hudson 
and Jaycee parks will be 
open through October. 
The city’s new splash 
playground, The Cloud 
at Kiwanis Park, will also 
be open all month. 

For more 
information, visit www.
tempe.gov/pools. 

Chandler Council 
election final tally

It was close, but the 
final votes have been 
cast and the results are 
in for the six candidates 
who were vying for three 
spots on the Chandler 
City Council. Leading 
the pack was René 
Lopez, with 21 percent 
of the 44,002 votes cast. 
Terry Roe was second 
with 20 percent. Matt 
Orlando came in third 

with 18 percent after 
topping Matt Eberle’s 17 
percent, a difference of 
628 votes. At press time, 
the Maricopa County 
Recorder’s Office was 
delivering the results to 
the Maricopa County 
Board of Supervisors. 
The results were next to 
be presented at the Sept. 
10 Chandler City Council 
meeting, according 
to Matt Burdick, 
communications director 
for the city of Chandler. 

Kevin Hartke was 
unopposed in his bid 
to become mayor and 
received 35,564 votes. 
Chandler’s Proposition 
408 was passed by 85 
percent of the vote. 
Passage renews the 
Home Rule Option 
alternative expenditure 
limitation for four 
years, which increases 
the amount that the 
city is allowed to spend 
for local government 
operations.
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General Contractor ROC 189470
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Visit us online at 
www.englishbuilding.net 

Owner, Paul English

Bathrooms • Kitchens
Patio Covers • Flooring

Windows & Doors
Landscaping & More

Call for a FREE estimate

480-603-8813

REMODELING / ADDITIONSDave’s Handyman
Service

602-295-3991

“Ask us if we can do it.”

Electrical         Plumbing
Doors & Windows

Drywall         Painting
Home Remodeling

Free Estimates     Sound Advice

Lic #169409ROC

PROTECT YOUR SEATS FROM 
KIDS, PETS AND SPILLS!
FREE INSTALLATION *SOME EXCEPTIONS

CUSTOM
DASHCOVERS
REDUCE GLARE, 
PROTECT FROM 
FADING & CRACKING
FACTORY
OUTLET STORE

615 W Knox Rd. Tempe  ( 4 8 0 ) 9 6 7 ¯ 16 7 5    
DASHDESIGNS.COM 

SERVICE
Garage Door
• Broken Springs Replaced
• Prompt Professional Service
• Repair & Installation
• Bonded and Insured

not a licensed contractor

480-251-8610

 TILE/STONE
Lukert Tile Inc.

Serving the valley since 1974
•  Lic # ROC137050 
• Bonded and Insured
•   Tile and stone installations 

including fl oors, showers, 
patio’s, backsplashes 
and more.

• Repairs welcome.
• FREE ESTIMATES 
•  Call Bob Lukert 
480-510-4650

Discounts to Wrangler readers

Kyrene is now hiring
School BUS DRIVERS

FT 30 hrs/wk  Benefi ts off ered. 
Paid training and CDL testi ng 

onsite. Flexible work schedule 
with split shift s. Starti ng salary 

$14.49-$18/hr. Additi onal info at 
www.kyrene.org/hr 480-962-4688

D Paint, Drywall & 
Wall Covering

Commercial & Residential

480-326-0851
Licensed & Bonded • ROC#240852

Whether it’s your 
home or your office, 

you name it,
we’ll paint it.

Air Conditioning  
installations and service  

since 1965. 

480.894.2998
accurateairac.com

ROC 59025

Better Business Bureau  
A+ Rating

This space is 
AVAILABLE!

6 Issues FULL COLOR $165

 Issues BLACK & WHITE $140            

Call 480.966.0837
for information.

Neighborhood Services...By neighborhood businesses you know

Announcements appearing in our 
Neighborhood Services section are 
placed by local business owners 
who want to be a reliable go-to 
source that you can trust now and 
in the future. Ads in this section 
appear in 6 consecutive issues at 
a cost of $150, plus tax, which 
includes an accompanying classified 
ad at no additional charge. 

Call 480-966-0837 for details. Note that ads 
appearing on this page expire with the date shown 
on your invoice. Please call 10 days in advance to 
ensure renewal.

kjelandscape.com • ROC#281191

480-586-8445

• One Month Free Service

• Licensed, Bonded Insured
for your protection.

• Call or Text for a Free Quote

Complete Lawn Service 
& Weed Control

Starting @ $60/Month!

Arizona Oasis Pool Service & Repair 

480-694-1158
*Weekly Service  *Equipment Repair/
Replacement  *GREEN Pool Clean-Ups  

No worries, just jump in!
Insured Certified Pool Operator

Guide to Neighborhood Services
By signing this proof I

acknowledge acceptance

of the ads as presented and

agree to pay the amount

shown below. The cost of this

ad for six issues will be:

This proof is:

OK as is _____
OK as corrected _____
Show revise ______

OUR PHONE NUMBER IS:
(480) 966-0837

Wrangler News
Please fax to (480) 222-0681

Signature ______________ 
Date __________________

$____________
120.00

Vic’s Painting
Vic Vovakes
Dunn Edwards Paints

Interior/Exterior 
Specialist

1883 East Oasis Drive, Tempe, AZ 85283

(480) 820-5797 Cell (480) 710-0034

Visit Our Website: Astoreonline.com

Tree and Yard Clean Up

Saia Pulotu
480-201-8966

We specialize in all complete 
yard clean-ups, trimming,  
pruning, weeding, raking,  

removing and  
replacing anything

Always affordable
CALL TODAY!

ROC #284386 & #316839

Desert Rock 
Concrete and masonry; new 

install and repair all your concrete 
and block work. Patio, Sidewalk, 

Driveway. Block Wall, Stucco, 
Pavers, Grading, 

Removal, Sprinklers 

Free Estimate

Call John at 480-797-2985

Chad & Son 
Painting & Home 

Improvements
Interior & Exterior

Residential & Commercial
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

This space is 
AVAILABLE!

6 Issues FULL COLOR $165

 Issues BLACK & WHITE $140            

Call 480.966.0837
for information.

J.A.K. Construction Inc.
Specializing in all phases of Home Remodeling

• Rain Gutters
• Downsprouts
• Aluminum &
  Vinyl Siding
• Overhang 
   trim/eaves

• Replacement
  Windows
• AZ Rooms

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • ROC112275

480-820-8711
jakconstructioninc.com

Locally Owned 
and Operated

Ky rrene Corrido
Re esid nts

J.A.K. CONSTRUCTION INC.

This space is 
AVAILABLE!

6 Issues FULL COLOR $165

 Issues BLACK & WHITE $140            

Call 480.966.0837
for information.

House Cleaning

Not Enough Time in the Day?  Call

House Cleaning

Weekly, Bi-Weekly & Monthly

(480) 833-1027(480) 833-1027
References Available
20 Years Experience
Bonded & Insured It’s a Clear Choice!

Jennifer Beebe

Quality Professional Cleaning
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Wrangler Classifieds • 30 words/2 issues/$20 • Place your ad at wranglernews.com 
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!

Sign up for our  
E-Edition at

editor@WranglerNews.com

New! Try it!
Websites in every ad  
are clickable!

Employment
Employment — Kyrene is now hiring School BUS DRIVERS 
FT 30 hrs/wk  Benefits offered. Paid training and CDL testing 
onsite. Flexible work schedule with split shifts. Starting salary 
$14.49-$18/hr. Additional info at www.kyrene.org/hr 7/18

For Sale
Phoenix Suns Tickets for sale, Join our group for the 2018-2019 
Season. Buy 10 assorted games; 2 tickets, Section 109, Row 
7, Aisle Seats 16 & 17, $176 per game (2 seats); contact Alan 
602/738-7401  10/6

Opportunity
Light housekeeping, possible cooking, two afternoons a week in 
Tempe with elderly, visually impaired woman; call Darlene 480-
242-9577

Services
Air Conditioning — Is your AC Blowing HOT?? AC Repair, 
Maintenance, and Installation. Honest, Affordable. I live nearby 
and can usually respond within the same day!! ROC#319949 
Licensed Master Technician - Call Jason 602-989-0772   8/19
Carpentry — Carpentry, Concrete, Drywall, Stucco, Roofing, 
Electrical, Plumbing, Painting, Patios, Additions, Kitchens, 
Bathrooms. Call Roger 480-215-3373. rchildcustomcarpentry@
cox.net. Plans if needed. Lic. Bond. Ins. 7/18
Concrete — All your concrete needs. Quality concrete work, 
slabs, footings , pavers , re-route sprinklers, hard landscaping. 
Tempe based since 1996.nice guys. tel, text 480 215 3373 e mail 
rchildcustomcarpentry@cox.net. Lic, bonded and Ins. 
Drywall — Vic’s Drywall Repair and Retexturing, Repair holes 
in drywall and block walls, Paint doors, pool fences, Epoxy coat 
garages, remove wallpaper, Stain and seal wood doors and other 
handyman services. Call for a free estimate, 480-820-5797 pt 
480-710-0034. 7/18
Garage Door — Garage Door Service, Broken Springs 
Replaced.  Prompt professional service, Repair & Installation, 
no extra charge for evenings and weekends. Not a licensed 
contractor. 480-251-8610. 7/18 
Device support—Need assistance with your Apple device? I’m a 
tech college graduate ready to help. Call Alex with any questions 
at 480-268-4911. 9/22
Handyman — ABLE Handyman Service - FREE ESTIMATES!! 
We are Smart, Honest, Reliable and Professional. Excellent 
communication skills and hard working. Experienced in the 
following: Basic Electrical, Flooring, Drywall, Household 
Repairs, Plumbing, Painting, Water Heaters, Network Cabling 
and Fiberoptics. Please give us a call today for all your 
Handyman Needs! Help support the small businessman. Jim 480-
593-0506.

Handyman — Handy Man Dan for all your home and yard 
repairs, call Dan at 480-763-8379. Carpentry, plumbing, painting, 
electrical. I do it all. Specializing in the Kyrene Corridor. 
Local Resident with over 20 years’experience. Not a licensed 
contractor, just a perfectionist. Free Estimates. 8/18 
Handyman — Dave’s Handyman Service. 602-295-3991. “Ask 
us if we can do it.” Electrical, plumbing, doors & windows, 
drywall, painting, home remodeling. Lic. #169409ROC. 7/18
Handyman — Honey-Do Handyman – General Repair and 
Maintenance. Electrical, home entertainment hookups, plumbing, 
install ceiling fans, fixtures, phone jacks and most repair jobs. 
Clean, neat and dependable. 25 years’ experience. Not a licensed 
contractor - Make your list and call Ron 480-233-1834 or 480-
736-1599. 7/18 
Handyman —ABLE Handyman Service - FREE ESTIMATES!! 
We are Smart, Honest, Reliable and Professional. Excellent 
communication skills and hard working. Experienced in the 
following: Basic Electrical, Flooring, Drywall, Household 
Repairs, Plumbing, Painting, Water Heaters, Network Cabling 
and Fiberoptics. Please give us a call today for all your 
Handyman Needs! Help support the small businessman. Jim 480-
593-0506. 03/19
House Cleaning — PERSONAL TOUCH CLEANING - 
Serving the Valley for Over 25 Years. Affordable Service with 
Quality and Reliability. All Supplies Furnished. Excellent 
references. 
Call for FREE Estimate. 480-838-4066 or 602-481-7000. 5/19
House Cleaning — Juana’s Profesional House Cleaning 480-
868-5855, We clean all kinds of homes VACANT & OCCUPIED, 
HOMES FOR SALE/ move OUT detail cleaning, Move IN 
READY detail cleaning, Continuing cleaning service,weekly, bi-
weekly & monthly, free estimate 480-868-5855    4/19
Landscaping –Landscaping, sprinkler services, weed prevention. 
Regular maintenance, one time clean ups, new installs. Accepting 
new customers. Call 480-710-8738    2/19
Landscaping—Unlimited landscaping – Total yard cleanup, 
trimming, pruning, cut and removal of trees, plants and shrubs. 
Weed removal and hauling. We can remove or replace anything. 
480-201-8966 9/18
Landscaping–– Yard cleanup and maintenance, trees and bushes 
trimmed, lawn service, weed control, debris removal.  Weekly, 
bi-weekly, monthly or one time clean-up. Free estimates. 20 
years’ experience, Call Rob 602-431-1305.  10/18
Painting–– Chad & Son Painting, Inc. - Interior, Exterior, 
Residential, Commercial Repaints and New Construction. 
Drywall install and repairs, Texturing, Power Wash, Popcorn 
Ceiling Removal, Color Matching, and Wall Paper Removal. 
Licensed + Bonded + Insured roc # 284386. Call today for a free 
estimate and learn about our special offers. 602-790-5073, chad.
son.painting@gmail.com. 7/18 
Painting — Village Painting – Interior/Exterior painting, drywall 
repair with texture matching, custom faux finishes, and cabinets. 
Small jobs also welcome. (ROC#069679) CALL  (480) 814-
1588. 7/18

Pool Equipment repair/replacement—Weekly Service, 
GREEN pool Clean-ups , the only company where the owner has 
a degree in hydrology! Insured, Certified Pool Operator, Arizona 
Oasis Pool Service & Repair, 480-694-1158. 7/18
Remodeling — JAK Construction Inc. – Specializing in all 
phases of construction. Rain gutters, Downspouts, Aluminum 
and Vinyl siding, AZ rooms, replacement windows & doors, 
overhang trims/eaves. We love small jobs! Call (480) 820-8711. 
Licensed, bonded and insured. ROC #112275. 7/18
Remodeling — English Building Company, LLC, General 
Contractor, Your Neighborhood Contractor, Remodeling, 
Additions, Kitchens, Bathrooms, See Project Pictures and 
Customer references online at www.englishbuilding.net, Tempe 
Native, Licensed, Bonded, Insured ROC 189470 Call today for a 
free estimate  480-603-8813. 7/18
Roofing — Shamrock Roofing Services. Specializing in 
residential reroofing and repair. Shingles, tile, shakes, foam and 
flat roofs. 24 years experience. shamrockroofing@live.com. 
#ROC244568 C-42 Bonded and Insured. 480-888-6648. 7/18
Tile/Granite — Tile and Stone Installations. Lic., bonded and 
insured. Serving the valley since 1974. Discounts to Wrangler 
readers. Free estimates, call Bob Lukert. 480-510-4650. 5/19
Window Cleaning— Call Fish Window Cleaning to make your 
windows sparkle. Windows interior and exterior. Screens, sun 
screens, tracks, sills, light fixtures, chandeliers, mirrors and 
ceiling fans. Call 480-962-4688. BBB accredited, fully insured. 
7/18
Window Cleaning— 1-story $135 / 2-story $155 inside & out 
up to 30 panes (add’l panes $2 ea) screen cleaning $2.50 per 
pane Power Washing / Sun Screens / Re-Screening. Call John’s 
Window Cleaning at (480) 201-6471.  2/19
Opportunity: Light housekeeping, possible cooking, two 
afternoons a week; call Darlene 480-242-9577
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Wrangler News is distributed every other 
Saturday throughout the year to 20,000 homes 

and rack locations in Tempe and Chandler

‘The Valley’s Best Community Newspaper’
              — Phoenix magazine

Published since 1991 by Newslink LLC  | Don Kirkland, Founder & Publisher

Editor: Joyce Coronel
 Photography: Alex J. Walker, Billy Hardiman 
Contributors: Alex Zener, M.V. Moorhead

Diana Nelson, Noah Kutz, Deborah Hilcove, Omar Soussi

Offices: Warner Century Plaza, 2145 E. Warner Road, Suite 102 
(Warner Road at Price/101 Fwy) Tempe, AZ 85284-3497

(480) 966-0845
• Advertising: Option 1 • News: Option 2 • Other calls: Option 3

Visit WranglerNews.com for our PageFlip eEdition & other services 

We welcome your stories, photos — and ideas! Feel free to call 

with article  suggestions.We accept manuscripts and photographs 
from area residents about topics of interest to our community. 

Sorry, we do not accept paid “advertorials.” 

Articles appearing in this publication represent the opinion of the 
writer and not necessarily that of Wrangler News or Newslink LLC. 
Acceptance of advertising does not constitute an endorsement of 

the described products or services. We reserve the right to
reject advertising or other content that we feel does not meet 

the needs or interests of our readership. 

 To place a vacation stop and for other delivery requests, send 
email to editor@wranglernews.com or call (480) 966-0845, 

Option 3. Full, downloadable copies of recent issues, along with a 
searchable database of past articles and a complete Media Kit with 

rates & information, are available at www.WranglerNews.com. 
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WRANGLER
NEWS

KITCHEN CABINET REFINISHING

Piano Lessons
20 years
experience
2 recitals
per year
Call Sandra
480-406-0138

Saving money is important.  
That’s why you can count on  
me to get you all the discounts 
you deserve.
GET TO A BETTER STATE™.
CALL ME TODAY.

State of
Cha-Ching.

Get discounts up to 

1101216.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

*Discounts and their availability may vary by state and eligibility requirements. 
For more information, please see or call a State Farm agent.

40% *Mary Contreras, Agent
2145 E Warner Road
Tempe, AZ  85284
Bus: 480-775-7788

mary.contreras.gpdf@statefarm.com

Letters . . . 
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New! Try it!
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Editor:
 Government works best with leaders 

of integrity who are devoted to public 
service, not beholden to political parties. 
One of my neighbors, Roberta Neil Miller, 
is such a leader and deserves our votes to 
become the Maricopa County Clerk of the 
Superior Court. 

For years, she has led the Brentwood-
Cavalier Neighborhood Association (a 
voluntary Tempe group, not HOA) with 
careful bipartisanship so that all in our 
diverse community feel they are welcome. 
Roberta brings together neighbors to 
accomplish projects such as grants for 
defining art work as well as trees planted 
in our front yards and along College 
Avenue for shade to encourage strolls. 
She works effectively with city, county 

and state leaders and staff to keep us 
informed of important issues and to make 
our voices heard. 

Roberta received her law degree 
from Arizona’s Sandra Day O’Connor 
College of Law. She stood up for victims 
and the public as a prosecuting attorney 
in the Superior, Municipal and Justice 
Courts in Maricopa and Pinal Counties. 
She served as a Pro Tem Judge in the 
Maricopa County Superior Court, and in 
the municipal courts of Tempe and Mesa. 
Most recently she was a Deputy County 
Attorney of Maricopa County. 

I know that Roberta Neil Miller will 
work hard so that every family, victim and 
small business in Maricopa County will be 
able to access the Clerk’s Office with all 
possible fairness and efficiency. 

Joan Westlake
30-year resident of Tempe
Tempe AZ 85282

Back-to-school reminder: 
Don't forget library card

Now that students are back in 
school, parents, caregivers and students 
themselves are being advised to make 
sure they have the one essential school 
supply that requires no shopping and 
doesn’t cost a penny – a library card. 

Throughout September, the Tempe 
Public Library joins the American Library 
Association and libraries nationwide for 
Library Card Sign-up Month, designed 
to encourage parents, caregivers and 
students to obtain a free library card that 
will save money while reaping rewards 
in academic achievement and lifelong 
learning. 

New cardholders will be entered into a 
drawing for prizes. 

Whether it’s providing free access 
to educational programs and apps, 
homework help or technology workshops, 
a library card has been called one of 

the most cost effective back-to-school 
supplies. 

The Tempe Public Library offers a 
variety of useful resources for students of 
all ages including: 

Library ev ents, classes and 
workshops; Library research tools for 
students; and digital books, music and 
resources 

This year, Disney’s The Incredibles 
are Library Card Sign-up Month honorary 
chairs, helping to promote the value of 
a library card and bring attention to the 
many ways libraries and librarians can 
transform lives and communities through 
education.    

Since 1987, the familiarization month 
has been held each September to mark 
the beginning of the school year. 

During the month, ALA and libraries 
unite in a national effort to ensure every 
child signs up for their own library card. 

For more information about how to 
sign up for a library card, visit the library 
in person or online at tempe.gov/library.



WRANGLER NEWS • SEPT 8 - 21, 2018 • PAGE 27

The market is moving fast!  
Call us today for up-to-date information on your home’s value. 

Subdivision Address Square Feet Beds/Baths Sold Price 

Camelot Village 1913 E. Redmon Dr, Tempe, 85283 2,648 4 / 2 $460,000 

Corona Del Sol Estates 8815 S. Juniper St, Tempe, 85284 2,858 4 / 3 $539,000 

Coventry 7704 S. Myrtle Ave, Tempe, 85284 3,754 5 / 3 $715,000 

D’Arcy Ranch 3492 W. Shannon St, Chandler, 85226 2,151 4 / 2 $381,500 

Galleria 990 E. Divot Dr, Tempe, 85283 2,518 5 / 3 $430,000 

Warner Ranch 5830 W. Park Ave, Chandler, 85226 2,821 4 / 2.5 $494,000 

Kyrene Corridor  Market  Snapshot  

Knowledgeable. 
Trustworthy. 
Professional. 
Experienced. 

Work with a Top Producer        
for Realty Executives                          

who is a community expert.        
Nick has over 25 years               

experience and a                  
HUGE online presence                

to get your home                        
sold fast! KyreneCorridorHomes.com    602-803-6425 

Four Peaks Oktoberfest is returning to Tempe 
Town Lake for its 46th year, again featuring live 
music, brats, German beer, carnival games, dancing 
and more, all to benefit Tempe Sister Cities.

Money raised at the fundraiser will be used to 
send Tempe high school students to 10 of Tempe’s 
11 sister cities.  

As in previous years, admission will be free and 
open to all ages.

New this year, the event will feature gluten-free, 

vegetarian and vegan food options in its food truck 
area. 

A Weltenburger VIP Experience and additional 
authentic German music by The Gin Tonics, a 
band from Regensburg, Germany, will be part of 
the events, along with the popular Das Aubachtal 
Sextett. 

Weltenburger Kloster representatives visited 
Tempe last month and brewed a collaborative beer, 
called Freundschaft, with Four Peaks brewmasters. 

The Pale Weissbeir is projected to be 7.5 abv, or 
international bitterness units. Weltenburger is the 
world’s oldest monastic brewery, dating from 1050 
A.D. 

The company’s signature beer will be served at 
the event, arriving by horse-drawn carriage.

 Also, a 4v4 soccer tournament and a new 
kickball tournament await visitors, with Phoenix 
Rising again among official sponsors.

Information: fourpeaksoktoberfest.com.  

Tempe Sister Cities to benefit from another Four Peaks Oktoberfest suds-tacular
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