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Volunteers needed for Gifts for
Teens Holiday Teen Gift Bag Drive

Community volunteers are needed to assemble 1,200
holiday gift bags, full of fun and useful gifts, distrib-
uted to needy and homeless San Jose teenagers. 

Bag assembly is from December 5 through December 17
with 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. shifts. Ask about Saturday and
evening shifts as well. Interested volunteers contact: Kathy
Heihn, Kathy@gifts4teens.org. Bag assembly location: 14928
Cambrian Park Plaza, San Jose. Easy access off Hwy 17 or
Hwy 85. 

Cash donations are welcome as well. This allows us to pur-
chase much-needed items for gift bags at a special discount. 

For more information, email Elaine Benoit at Elaine@
gifts4teens.org, or visit www.gifts4teens.org. Jump-start your
holiday spirit by being a part of this worthwhile program.

2nd annual SJVRC charity run at
Almaden Lake Park a huge success

The second annual "OneMile4OneChild" charity
race attracted hundreds to Almaden Lake Park on
Sunday, September 30. See a list of winners and

photos from the event on page 14.

By Lorraine Gabbert
Senior Staff Writer

“Democracy is not a
spectator sport,” says
Martha Beattie, Chair,

Pros and Cons Presentations,
League of Women Voters of San
Jose and Santa Clara. 

Beattie presented six of the
statewide propositions at a
recent Almaden Valley Com-
munity Association (AVCA)
meeting but did not take a polit-
ical stance as the League of
Women Voters is unbiased.
However, the League does pro-
vide an informational list of pros
and cons on the voting meas-
ures.

“The elections have conse-
quences and we should all make
sure we cast our vote on
November 6 and are counted,”
says AVCA President Shiraz
Kotadia. “People think local pol-
itics are not interesting…but the
propositions we approve and the
people we elect directly impact
our lives.”

In voting on measures, Beattie
says that the League advises res-
idents to be careful and thought-
ful as initiative laws are hard to
change. They recommend ask-
ing:

• Is it good government? 
• Does the measure deal with

one issue that can be decided
with a “yes” or “no” vote, or is it
a more complex issue that
should go to the legislature? 

• What are the fiscal effects?
Does it create its own revenue,
or does it obligate general funds? 

The League warns voters to
beware of ads that appeal to the
emotions and unsupported
claims. They also strongly
advise voters to check the facts
and identify who is funding ad
campaigns in order to determine

any bias. Lastly, they urge resi-
dents to vote their principals.

On behalf of the League,
Beattie commented on the
propositions and offered both
supporting and opposing argu-
ments for each.

Prop 1: Affordable Housing
Bond: Authorizes the state to
issue $4 billion in general obli-
gation bonds to fund existing
affordable housing programs for
low-income residents, veterans,
farmworkers, manufactured and
mobile homes, infill and transit-
oriented housing. Fiscal Impact:

Increased state costs to repay
bonds averaging $171 million
annually for 30 years. 

“Should the state issue $4
billion in bonds for housing
programs for low-income resi-
dents?” asks Beattie. “The situ-
ation is that houses in Calif.
cost 2.5 the national average
and the average rent is about 50
percent higher. In some in-
stances, the state does provide
low-interest loans or grants. We
receive about $2 billion from
federal government to support 

See BALLOT, page 16

Almaden Valley Community Association President Shiraz Kotadia (left) and League
of Women Voters Chair Martha Beattie urge residents to vote.
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ValleyCurrents
cur|rent (adj.) Present, topical, timely, newsworthy. (n.) Movement in a definite direction, a flow.
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Communities of Inclusion
recently hosted another
session of the eWIT (eBay

Women in Tech) Speaker Series
focusing on future leaders. 

The first future leader invited to
share her amazing personal jour-
ney was 13 year old Apoorva
Panidapu - a student, teacher,
mathematician, artist, and a social
entrepreneur.

In case you missed it, watch
the replay on YouTube featuring
one of the Bay Area’s youngest
entrepreneurs, philanthropist,
and resident Genius Junior &
Prodigy.

Apoorva Panidapu isn’t your
typical 8th grader; she not only
takes classes at San Jose State
University,   tutors kids in math,
and is the founder of Apoorva
Panidapu’s Art Gallery an online
venue to share her artwork and
raise funds for charity. All the pro-
ceeds go directly to her charity,
“Help Starving African Children"
(administered through Save the
Children).

She is also the grand prize win-
ner of NASA Langley Research
Center’s Centennial Student Art
Contest, as well as a recipient of
two Presidential Volunteer
Service Awards. Her love of art is
matched by her passion for math-
ematics. Recently, she earned the
nickname “Human Calculator”
when representing the San
Francisco Bay Area on the NBC
show, “Genius Junior,” hosted by
Neil Patrick Harris. 

During her talk and chat with
eWIT president Ishita Majumdar,
Apoorva shared with the audi-
ence her passion for math and art,
and how she uses her gifts to give
back to the community. She also
shared her experiences competing
as a “Super Brain” on NBC’s
Genius Junior show, along with
her hope to inspire girls to purse
STEAM and encourage others
who have the tenacity to achieve
greater heights. 

Apoorva’s sister Anoohya and
parents, Uma and Venkat
Panidapu, also joined her on stage
to share more interesting stories
about Apoorva’s home-schooling
experiences, challenges, and her
day-to-day activities. 

The audience was highly

engaged and asked questions
throughout the session; many
stayed after the event to speak
with Apoorva and her family.
While on campus, Apoorva met
with several senior leaders
including Dan Tarman, Mazen AI-
Rawashdeh, Helen Kim, Lakshmi
Duraivenkatesh, and Sam Bright
to share her story and get different
perspectives on “why eBay”. It
looks like eBay may have a new
candidate for future intern cycles,
or a new art seller on the platform
- or both.

About eWit 
eWIT (eBay Women in Tech) is

a grassroots-driven community
empowering the visibility and

leadership presence of women via
recruitment, retention, and career
advancement,  which is currently
2000+ members strong with 14
chapters world-wide.  

Keynote address
Apoorva keynote speaker ses-

sion at Women In Tech, led to
another invitation from the organ-
izer of Bay Area Influencers and
Tech Innovators, who watched
her speech and was very inspired.
Apoorva shared her story, pas-
sions and the love for giving back.
She also motivated everyone in
the audience to use their gifts, net-
works and groups to give back to
the community.

MIT Math Prize for Girls

Apoorva was recently invited to
Math Prize for Girls Invitational at
MIT. The Advantage Testing
Foundation Math Prize for Girls is
the largest math prize for girls in
the world. Each fall at MIT, nearly
300 young female mathematicians
compete in a challenging test of
mathematical creativity and
insight. The goal is to promote
gender equality in the STEM pro-
fessions and to encourage young
women with exceptional potential
to become mathematical and sci-
entific leaders.

“The Math Prize is far more
than a prestigious math competi-
tion,” said Maria De Vuono-
Homberg, associate director for
the Math Prize for Girls. “It is a
weekend-long event which
encourages the girls who attend to
get to know each other and forge
connections for their future in col-
lege, industry, and research.”

The contest also creates a
pipeline of talent to MIT, to which
more than half of the top
awardees have matriculated.
“Every year, the girls who partici-
pate in this event never fail to
impress us with their creative
problem-solving skills and their
enthusiasm for mathematics,”
said Goemans. “This competition
encourages more women into
studying mathematics, and this is
much needed.”

MIT hosted the 10th annual
contest and a record 285 middle
and high school female students
from the United States and
Canada arrived at MIT to compete
in the prestigious Math competi-
tion.  Young female “mathletes,”
who qualified with a top score on
the American Mathematics
Competition exam in February
were invited to attend the compe-
tition. 

Apoorva won an Honorable
mention award, moving on to the
next level of competition, Math
Prize Olympiad, which is a four
hour proof based competition.
The top 35 Math Prize performers
are invited to compete in the next
Olympiad in November 2018.
Apoorva said she’s very excited to
attend the Olympiad in
November.

Contributed by the eBay Women
in Technology Team.

Apoorva Panidapu (left) is being interviewed at eBay’s eWIT Speaker Series by
eWIT President Ishita Majumdar.

Apoorva is pictured receiving award from MIT Department of Mathematics Head
Michel Goemans and Advantage Testing Founder Arun Alagappan.

Apoorva kicks off eBay’s Women in Tech-Future Leaders speakers series



ALMADEN TIMES n OCT. 5 – OCT. 18, 2018 n PAGE 5SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 n ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COM



SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 n ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COMPAGE 6 n ALMADEN TIMES n OCT. 5 – OCT. 18, 2018

Times Features

Grant applications now
accepted by Almaden
Women’s Club
Grant applications are now being

accepted by the Almaden Valley
Women’s Club. Community Grant

Applications are accepted once a year dur-
ing the period of Oct. 1 – 31. The applica-
tion can be found on the Almaden Women’s
Club website at: https://www.almaden-
women.org/grants

The Almaden Valley Women’s Club has
been giving back to the community for over
50 years. Charitable assistance is providing
to local educational organizations, non-
profit children’s foundations, teen pro-
grams and community organizations. “Our
mission has always been to give back to our
community,” says Rebecca Stene, President
of the AVWC.

The club’s largest fundraising event is
the annual Almaden Art & Wine Festival.
This year’s festival was held Sept. 16 and
drew thousands of attendees who enjoyed
local artists, great food, entertainment and
a very popular children’s area. “Our chil

dren’s area was busy throughout the entire
day,” says Patty Barbaccia, Festival Chair
and Fundraising Vice President. “This is
truly a family event.”

Details on applying for the grants as well
as the criteria for receiving them is on the
website. A few notes – acceptable budget
items for the grants may include supplies,
books, materials or other things that will
enhance the proposed project. Only one
grant per year may be awarded to an edu-
cational institution or non-profit organization.

The Almaden Valley Women’s Club is a
non-profit and all-volunteer organization.
The group is currently accepting new mem-
bers. The only requirement is that members
live or work in the 95118, 95120 or 95123
zip codes. Members attend monthly meet-
ings and all are required to help at the
annual Festival. “One of the best parts of
being a member is that we get together
socially every month, getting to know one
another,” says Rebecca Stene. “And then we
all come together to throw a party for our
community in September. There is no other
women’s organization that offers such a fun
way for its members to bond.”

For more information on joining the
Almaden’s Women Club or applying for a
grant, please visit https://www.almaden-
women.org.
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Pioneer to present
‘12 Angry Men’ and
‘12 Angry Women’

Come see this classic dra-
matic play that’s as rele-
vant today as in its debut.

A guilty verdict seems certain in
this homicide trial - except for
the one juror hold out who
forces examination into whether
each vote cast is beyond reason-

able doubt.  If you want a
thought-provoking, conversa-
tion-stirring piece of theater,
then join Pioneer High School’s
staging of this well-known
Henry Fonda film.  Increasing its
relativity, 2 casts - either all
men, or all women - tackle this
high-stakes drama.  

Wednesday through Saturday,
October 24-27.  7 p.m. nightly at
the Performing Arts Center at
Pioneer High School. Tickets in
advance at phsdrama.ludus.com
or at the door. $10 adults & $5
child/student/senior 62+.  

“They’re not going to bury
the lake at Almaden Lake
Park as some had predict-

ed as part of the Almaden Lake
Improvement Project.  

“At my request, the Santa Clara
Valley Water District has updated
their website to include information
about the community-supported
Alternatives 6 and 7 that were the
final alternatives chosen after nu-
merous community meetings,” said
Khamis. 

Khamis said there is an approxi-
mate timeline for the completion of
the project.  

According to the Valley Water
District website, the water district
does not intend to fill the lake. The
Almaden Lake Improvement
Project reflects the water district’s
commitment to protect the envi-
ronment, restore habitat and
improve water quality. The project
will restore the creek channel sec-
tion within Almaden Lake Park
and eliminate the current condi-
tion whereby Alamitos Creek
flows through the lake. The loss of
the integrity of Alamitos Creek has
been detrimental to the health of
the native fish population in the
creek system. Further, having the
Alamitos Creek flow directly into
the lake allows for a direct deposi-
tion of naturally occurring mercu-
ry-laden sediment into the lake.

This has resulted in the lake hav-
ing mercury-related water quality
issues.

To address both the fisheries
and mercury issues, the project
will separate the creek from the
lake by constructing a new levee in
a north-south direction through
the lake. The new levee will
become the lake’s new west bank
boundary and isolate the lake to
the east side of the park. The new
levee will also serve as the
restored creek’s east embankment.
Restoring the creek channel sec-
tion means Alamitos Creek can
flow directly into the Guadalupe
River as it once did prior to the for-
mation of the park in the 1980s.

Returning the natural creek fea-
tures at this site will improve fish
passage to the upper watershed,
transport of sediment in the creek
system, and return the riparian
habitat to improve the wildlife cor-
ridor.

The Almaden Lake Improve-

ment Project planning began in
2012. At that time the district con-
ducted hands-on outreach for
more than two years, which in-
cluded public meetings and pro-
vided several presentations to
neighborhood associations, service
organizations and the city of San
Jose to garner input on the pro-
ject’s design.

Several design proposals have
been reviewed. Alternatives 6 and
7 kept a lake body on the east side
of the restored creek section. The
draft Environmental Impact Re-
port evaluates both options, but
the district further engineered
Option 6 to the 30 percent level of
design and it is the recommended
alternative. This option best sup-
ports the project objective of mini-
mizing park impacts. Option 7
proposed cutting into the parkland
area where the boathouse current-
ly sits. Option 6 does not cut into
that area.

They're not going to bury the lake; latest
update on the Almaden Lake project
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By Kevin Larsen
Times staff writer

Spectacular! Hundreds of thousands of
dollars raised in a single day! On a
recent Saturday morning in San Jose,

the Adobe Headquarters building located at
345 Park Avenue opened its doors to sup-
port a charity event. "Adobe likes to partner
and is local driven by helping lots of non-
profits," said a participant.

Corporations pitch in big time
$100,000 was pledged at the event by

Adobe and $40,000 pledged by Coca-Cola.
Many other corporations also contributed
large sums of money to support the
Downtown Streets Team.

On September 8, more than 90 brave rap-
pelers went over the edge of the 16 story
building kicking out and swinging back,
over and over again to complete the 236 feet
drop. All members of the Downtown Streets
Team including those who are temporarily
homeless had an opportunity to get their
shot at rappelling due to  fervent local com-

munity fundraising efforts.
"We are here today to raise money to help

those who are un-housed get back into
employment and housing through dignity,"
said Logan McDonnell, Director of
Development of Downtown Streets Team.

Everyone  a TEAM member
"Ending homelessness is a beast to tackle

and I don't think that there is only one way
to solve it.  DST is taking unique approach-
es through work experiences with our team
members to unlock new successes for each
of those experiencing homelessness,” said
Hanna, who is on the DST “TEAM.” The
practices of this group are unique and
groundbreaking. They include a philoso-
phy or a teaching pedagogy that makes one
think about humanity in a new way; that if
a person is temporarily house-less, that
man or woman can pull themselves up and
grasp on to new systems of living and work-
ing with dignity by becoming part of the
TEAM. 

"Our team members are also those who
experience homelessness and so we are all
a team, all equal,” stated Hanna. This
means that the nonprofit charity organiza-
tion does not discriminate between those in
tough temporary predicaments, and instead
joins up with them so all participate in run-
ning the entire Downtown Streets Team.
Everyone is referred to as a "TEAM mem-
ber."  This inclusion makes up the corner-
stone foundation of the Downtown Streets
Team, in that no one is on the outside look-
ing in and no one is on the inside looking
out. 

Outside, music was provided by DJ Alex
O. De Leon, who said, "It's my first time DJ-
ing at this event and it is great to be here
because everyone is so kind!"  San Jose
Mayor Sam Liccardo arrived and took posi-
tion on the very top of the 16 story building
and DJ Alex switched up the notes by play-
ing spectacular motion picture theme
music which set the mood.

Harnessed up with two lines dangling to
the ground and held by support staff,
Liccardo and Glenn Hendricks, the mayor
of Sunnyvale (who dawned his Superman
cape) both started at the top in rappelling
position, laying parallel to the ground look-
ing up at heaven (and maybe saying their
prayers). The duo then jumped and

bounced off the walls of the Adobe building
between the glass windows to gradually
make their way back to Mother Earth.

Courage and trust
It took a lot of courage, and participants

must place themselves in the mercy of the
experts holding the lines on the pavement.  

After they reached ground, everyone
cheered as they waved to the crowd.  When
they took their gear off, it was apparent that
the experience was exuberating for the two
men.  A few moments after touch down,
they had to collect their thoughts.  After a
while, both spoke and gave praise to the
Downtown Streets Team for making a big
difference in transitioning people from
sleeping outside and getting them under a
roof.  Such miraculous changes in one’s life
takes time to do and becomes a quest of
mastering living in a new way with work
and sleep stability.  Like no other organiza-
tion, Downtown Streets Team is something
very special.

“You are, we are, seriously all equal”
Activist Joan Baez made a speech at the

Downtown Streets event that took place at
an earlier event in Santa Cruz, which can
be viewed on YouTube. Through her words,
you can learn more about the heartbeat of
Downtown Streets Program and how it is
moving forward expanding into new com-
munities.

Singer/songwriter Baez is an activist who
is not afraid to start a movement.  The beau-
tiful lady with the voice of a songbird
inspired others to join in and build the
Downtown Streets Team organization.
Together, she and others figured out while
sitting around a kitchen table how to create
new methods of helping people to allow
them to lift themselves up with dignity.  In
her speech, she elegantly discussed the
groundbreaking ideas that captured the
hearts of many to give lift to the creation of
the organization.

Says, Joan Baez: 
“This is not about survival it is about tran-

scendence…
We are living in a society right now which

is really divisive…
Downtown Streets Team helps empathy to

survive in these times…”
“The us is with the them.”

See TEAM, page 18
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MAYOR LICCARDO AND SUPERMAN TAKE ON 16 STORY BUILDING

2nd Annual ‘Downtown Drop’ charity event by Downtown Streets Team

San Jose Mayor Sam Liccardo and Sunnyvale Mayor Glenn Hendricks (in cape) rappel from the top
of the Adobe building on Sept. 8.
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Evergreen
Silver Creek Country Club! $2,988,000
5 BR 4.5 BA Beautifully landscaped grounds
gives a ton of curb appeal. Rms are bathed in
sunlight. Incredible formal dining rm. Too many
amenities!
Ron Mason, CalBRE #01145613 
408.896.6794

Almaden Valley
Gorgeous Views of Park! $1,499,000
4 BR 2.5 BA Remodeled kitch. Hrdwd flrs.
New solid wood double front door. Crown
molding in most rms. Upgraded master
bathrms. Beautiful yards.
Gloria Ashdown, CalBRE #00935499
408.398.1516

Morgan Hill
Lovely Creekside Village Townhome! $675,000
2 BR 2.5 BA Floor plan features a spacious loft
for a den, office or guest rm.Amazing complex.
Amenities galore! Move in ready! Great location.
Bill Robertson, CalBRE #01362607
408.314.7070

Cupertino
Top Cupertino Schools! $1,775,000
3 BR 2.5 BA Close to Apple, restaurants & easy
access to all major freeways. Top rated schools.
Tile flooring. Wall to wall cabinets in garage.
Bim Sabhlok, CalBRE #00939221 
408.807.6492

Almaden Valley
Gorgeous Almaden Valley Home! $1,448,888
4 BR 2.5 BA Newly refinished hardwood flrs,
Travertine tile flring, Updated kitch w/ granite
counter tops & new appliances, A must see!
Bob Mackey, CalBRE #00708107 
408.445.5123

Blossom Valley
Sunny Blossom Valley Location! $419,000
2 BR 1 BA Open & bright freshly painted flr
pln. Beautiful, new stainless-steel appliances
in updated kitch. New dual-pane windows, tile
flring.
Chris Lussier, CalBRE #01874241
408.472.8754
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The second annual "OneMile4OneChild" charity race attracted
hundreds to Almaden Lake Park on Sunday, September 30.

This fun family event is hosted by the San Jose Vietnamese
Running Club (SJVRC) and was open to the public. Participants
received timing bibs, a t-shirt and a finisher's medal, and awards
went to the top three 10K and 5K male, female and youth runners.

SJVRC's primary goals are to encourage and foster physical health;
expanding community support and networking; and raising funds
to support orphanages through the "OneMile4OneChild" charity
fund.

Runners gathered early in the morning to begin the 7:00 a.m. race,
which started at Lake Almaden and moved along the scenic Los
Alamitos Creek to eventually circle back and finish at the Arroyo
picnic area at the park. 

About SJVRC
SJVRC was founded in June 2016 with just four members, and it

has grown to hundreds of members today. To learn more about con-
tributing to this organization, go to sjvrc.org.

Above: the winners of the Men’s 10K (above) and Men’s 5K (below).

Above: the winners of the youth 5K.

10K results Men
Bib Name City Pace Division Div Place Age
2164 DON WANG 05:56 min/mile 10K 1 36
403 GERHARD BRUMMER SAN JOSE 06:05 min/mile 10K 2 41
541 KEVIN TRAN SAN JOSE 06:07 min/mile 10K 3 28

10K results Women
Bib Name City Pace Division Div Place Age
540 KAREN TRAN SAN JOSE 07:16 min/mile 10K 6 46
547 TUYET TRUONG NEWARK 08:07 min/mile 10K 13 37
434 LISA XUAN HERBOLD SANTA CLARA 08:17 min/mile 10K 19 43

5K results Men
Bib Name City Pace Division Div Place Age
5 JOSEPH AUBUCHON SAN JOSE 06:10 min/mile 5K 1 37
123 JUANJO MARRON SAN JOSE 06:24 min/mile 5K 2 34
49 BRIAN GUNNEY PLEASANTON 07:26 min/mile 5K 5 53

5K results Women
Bib Name City Pace Division Div Place Age
30 JULIE DEMERS FOSTER CITY 06:52 min/mile 5K 3 33
2119 HAILEY DANG SAN JOSE 08:04 min/mile 5K 8 13
6 LAN AUBUCHON SAN JOSE 08:26 min/mile 5K 12 38

12 and under 10K
Bib Name City Pace Division Div Place Age
576 DANG PHAM SUNNYVALE 08:37 min/mile 10K 25 7
473 VALENTINO NGUYEN SAN JOSE 09:03 min/mile 10K 40 11
577 COLE RANDELL SAN JOSE 10:07 min/mile 10K 73 12
578 KAILEY RANDELL SAN JOSE 13:23 min/mile 10K 128 9

12 and under 5K
Bib Name City Pace Division Div Place Age
2143 NOLAN TRAN MORGAN HILL 08:08 min/mile 5K 9 12
34 DARREN DO CUPERTINO 08:56 min/mile 5K 18 9
2074 NOAH LE SAN JOSE 09:21 min/mile 5K 31 12
236 CHRISTIAN THAI SUNNYVALE 10:52 min/mile 5K 50 12
27 DERRICK DANG SAN JOSE 11:02 min/mile 5K 54 10
8 THI BRITTO SAN JOSE 09:05 min/mile 5K 24 11
37 PORTIA DO MILPITAS 09:59 min/mile 5K 40 11
3 KATELYNN ABALOS SANTA CLARA 11:02 min/mile 5K 53 10
92 MINHVY LE SALINAS 13:05 min/mile 5K 99 8
2132 JESSIE NGUYEN SAN JOSE 13:07 min/mile 5K 101 12

2nd annual SJVRC 
charity run at Almaden
Lake Park a huge success

Pictured above: The SJVRC race core team.
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Above: the winners of the Women’s 10K (above) and Women’s 5K (below).

SJVRC’s volunteer team poses on race day, which was kicked off with an appearance by Boy Scouts.

Pictured above: San Jose City Councilmember Johnny Khamis enjoyed spending time at the event.
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Times Feature

Ballot
Continued from page 1
low income housing projects.” 

She points out that principal and inter-
est payments usually double the final cost
of the bonds, so this bond will likely end
up costing $8 billion. About $1.8 billion
would fund affordable multifamily hous-
ing (developers receive low-interest loans
to build affordable multi-family housing
or apartments reserved for low-income
households for 55 years). About $1 billion
is set aside for home loans for low-income
veterans. The remainder is allocated for
building housing near public transporta-
tion in urban areas, infrastructure like
parks, sewage, water and transportation,
farmworker housing and more funding
for a homeownership program (which
offers down-payment assistance). 

Supporting Argument: The state faces
an unprecedented housing crisis. This
money provides relief by building some
housing and helping those struggling to
buy housing. It also honors veterans by
providing home loan assistance.

Opposing Argument: This will help a
limited number of people. Taxpayers are
being asked to borrow more money
through these bonds, which will end up
costing everyone.

Prop 2: Authorizes $2 billion in bonds
to fund existing housing program for
individuals with mental illness who are
homeless. Amends Mental Health
Services Act to fund No Place Like Home
program, which finances housing for
homeless individuals with mental illness.
Fiscal Impact: Allows state to use up to
$140 million per year of county mental
health funds to repay up to $2 billion in
bonds. Estimated cost: 120 million per
year for 30 years.

“Should $2 in bonds be issued and the
Mental Health Services Act be amended

to fund the No Place Like Home pro-
gram?” says Beattie. This amends Prop 63
to allow use of the revenue for No Place
Like Home. No more than $140 million
per year can be used for No Place Like
Home.

Supporting Argument: Provides hous-
ing paired with social and health services
is one of the most effective was to help the
chronically homeless who suffer from
mental illness. It is within the spirit of
Prop 63 and its co-author, Sacramento
Mayor Steinberg supports this initiative.

Opposing Argument: The state should-
n’t have this come at the expense of basic
mental health treatment. Restrictive
housing zoning laws are not addressed.
Some counties may already use Prop 63
revenue to offer housing and rent subsi-
dies.

Prop 3: $8.9 Billion Water Infrastruc-
ture Bond: Authorizes bonds to fund proj-
ects for water supply and quality, water-
shed, fish, wildlife, water conveyance and
groundwater sustainability and storage. It
also includes flood protection. Authorizes
$8.877 billion in state general obligation
bond for infrastructure projects. Fiscal
impact: About $430 million per year for
40 years. Local government savings for
water-related projects, likely averaging a
couple hundred million dollars annually
over the next few decades.

“Voters have authorized $31 billion in
bonds for natural resources projects in the
past 17 years,” says Beattie. “and several
billion is still available.”

Supporting argument: It funds projects
to meet Calif.’ Urgent need to secure a
safe, reliable, clean water supply. It helps
ensure that disadvantaged communities
will have access to safe drinking water.
Watershed restoration will also improve
water quality and protect agricultural
interests.

Opposing argument: We need more
dams to collect rain and snow melt but
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they’re not included in the proposition. It
makes recreation and wildlife a priority
over farmers. Paying back the new bonds
will raise taxes.

Prop 5: Portable Prop 13 Benefits:
Removes current requirements for home-
owners who are over 55-years-old or
severely disabled to transfer their proper-
ty tax base to a replacement residence of
equal or lesser value: residence to be in
specific county and transfer to occur
only once. Removes similar replacement-
value and location requirements on
transfers for contaminated or disaster-
destroyed property. Requires adjust-
ments to the replacement property’s tax
base, based on the new property’s value.
Fiscal impact: Annual property tax losses
for cities, counties and schools of around
$150 million per year, growing
over time to $1 billion or more
per year.

“Tax rates are capped at 1.1
percent of new-owner assessed
value, growing annually by no
more than 2 percent,” she says.
By the beginning of Jan. 1, 2019,
designated homeowners can
transfer their tax base to a
replacement property if the
value is the same or less, no mat-
ter the purchase price, to any-
where in the state.

Supporting Argument: Seniors
and the disabled don’t face a
moving penalty based upon the
size of the property tax. It frees
up reasonably priced homes
which are in short supply in
Calif. 

Opposing Argument: It won’t
alleviate the affordable housing
crisis. It will leave less money for
local fire services, police and health care.
It gives a break to wealthy seniors and a
windfall to realtors.

Prop 6: Gas Tax Repeal: Eliminates
recently enacted road repair (local roads
and state highways) and public trans-
portation funding by repealing revenues
dedicated for those purposes. Requires
any measure to enact certain vehicle fuel
taxes and vehicles fees to be submitted to
voters for approval. Fiscal impact:
Reduced annual state transportation tax
revenue of $2.9 billion in 2018-19,
increasing to $4.9 billion annually by
2020-21. 

“Should the increase in vehicle fuel
taxes and fees enacted in 2017 be
reversed and should voter approval be
required for transportation-related taxes
and fees?” she says. Last year, the Road
Repair and Accountability Act was
passed with revenues estimated at $5.1
billion annually. It was dedicated to
transportation usage by Prop 69.

Supporting Argument: Californian’s
already pay some of the highest taxes in
the nation, including one of the highest
gas taxes. Calif. has a $16 billion budget
surplus, but politicians did not spend it
to improve roads, bridges and highways.
They reduced Caltrans funding by 18
percent over the last 10 years.

Opposing Argument: Calif. hasn’t
raised its gas tax in decades and the
state’s transportation infrastructure is

crumbling. About 89 percent of counties
have roads in poor or at-risk conditions
and more than 1600 bridges and over-
passes are structurally unsafe. Requiring
voter approval risks ballot box budgeting.

Prop 10: Expanded Rent Control:
Expands local governments’ authority to
enact rent control on residential proper-
ty. Repeals state law which currently
restricts the scope of rent-control poli-
cies. Allows policies that would limit the
rental rates that residential property
owners may charge for new tenants, con-
struction and single-family homes.
Provides that rent-control policies may
not violate landlords’ right to a fair finan-
cial return on their renal property. Fiscal
impact: Likely reduces state and local
revenues, especially for property taxes.

Potential increase in local government
costs of up to tens of millions of dollars
per year, likely paid by fees on owners of
rental housing.

“This allows cities and counties to reg-
ulate rents on housing property,” she
says, “and allows the regulation of how
much rent can be raised with a new ten-
ant.” It retains the rights of fair return
and doesn’t change the existing rent con-
trol laws.

Supporting Argument: Rents are too
high, which hurts seniors and families
with low or fixed incomes. This prop
protects them. Will allow local areas to
decide what makes sense for them with-
out changing rent control measures.

Opposing Argument: Rent control laws
reduce the amount of rental property
available. Landlords will stop renting
and developing isn’t being encouraged. It
drives up the cost of existing housing as
regulations will be an incentive to con-
vert to other uses. It allows the creation
of new local bureaucrats with the power
to regulate rents on all types of residen-
tial property.

In closing, Beattie reminded residents
to make sure they are correctly registered
and to vote. “Your vote counts!” she says.

For more information on the League of
Women Voters, please see: www.vot-
ersedge.org. For more information on the
Almaden Valley Community Association,
please see: www.avca.org. 

Times Feature

League of Women Voters Chair Martha Beattie reminds
voters that “Democracy is not a spectator sport.”
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Almaden Lions 
Casino Night Fundraiser

On Saturday, October 13, at the Almaden 
Community Center, 6455 Camden Ave., San Jose

Almaden Lions will present "A Night Out in Almaden.”  
From 6:30 p.m. on there will be an evening of 
good eats, dancing to the 10th Avenue Band 

and fun filled casino gaming.
All proceeds benefit Almaden Lions 
Charitable Foundation, assisting the 

visually impaired and others in need.
Tickets are $65. 

For more information, call (408) 221-1106

TEAM
Continued from page 10

Baez continued and spoke as
the songwriter she is by using
words to paint her thoughts so
all could see and understand
them. “The us is with the
them, and you don’t have the
feeling that anyone is doing
something for somebody else,
you are part of doing it with
the other person,” Baez said. “I
was there at the very begin-
ning, the inception of the
whole idea of DST before it
was anything except a rash of
homelessness that made my
friend and myself decide that
we wanted to do something
about it.  And shortly in a din-
ner conversation with the peo-
ple we were going to fundraise
from, it became clear that doing something
for the homeless was not going to be feeding
the homeless and getting them something to
wear, that it had this potential to be some-
thing much greater which is what happened.
And it took, as you know lots and lots of
work, lots of people afraid to get near this
project maybe for the first time in years
offered something, and genuinely offered in
years and demanding something back and I
think maybe it’s the demanding something
back that has made it such a success because
that is where the dignity comes in and that is
where the transcendence comes in that you
are, we are, seriously all equal.”

Editor’s note:  DST exists in the South Bay,
East Bay, North Bay, Sacramento, Santa
Cruz, Oakland, San Francisco, and more.
One can even start their own Downtown
Streets Team by going to the website.  Their lit-
erature states: “DST builds teams that restore
dignity, inspire hope and provide a pathway
to recover from homelessness. The volunteer
work experience provides homeless and at-
risk team members an opportunity to beauti-
fy their community in exchange for case man-
agement, employment services and a basic
needs stipend.” This organization welcomes
donations.  To learn more go to downtown-
streetsteam.org.

Times Features

Singer/Songwriter/Activist Joan Baez speaking at a DST event in
Santa Cruz. "I think maybe it’s the demanding something back has
made it such a success because that is where the dignity comes in,"
said Baez, who is one of the founders of Downtown Streets Team.
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10%
DISCOUNT:

Mention this
ad!

Serving Almaden Valley since 1995

(408) 254-1949

Want to 
submit a 

news item
for the 

Almaden Times?
Press day: October 16, 2018
Deadline: October 13, 2018 

Write to

editorial@timesmediainc.com



SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 n ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COMPAGE 20 n ALMADEN TIMES n OCT. 5 – OCT. 18, 2018

CAMPBELL UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST
400 W. Campbell Ave.
Campbell, CA 95008
(408) 378-4418
No Matter Where You Are
On Life’s Journey, You Are
Welcome Here!
We are an Open and
Affirming Congregation,
and Welcome Members of
the LGBTQ+ Community.
Some of our recent min-
istries/activities include:
• Joy-filled worship every
Sunday at 10:00 AM that
includes communion for
all.
• Bible study on the sec-
ond and fourth Wednesday
of every month, at 6PM.
• A Food Pantry serving
anyone in need--open T/
Th 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM
and Sat 10:00 AM to
Noon.
• Lighted Window
Productions featuring
uplifting concerts, thought-
provoking theater produc-
tions, informative lectures,
and even an occasional
karaoke night--all in a
wholesome environment.  
• Our facilities also pro-
vide rental space for com-
munity based groups that
promote understanding,
wholeness, growth, and
education.  Some of these
include the Old Orchard
School, Orchard City
Indivisible, AA, etc.  
Our activities flow from our
most important values:
• Extravagant Joy - 
John 15:9, 11
• Passionate Faith -
James 2:17
• Loving Respect - 
John 13:34
• Deep Connectedness -
John 15:5
• Intentional Growth -
Acts 2:46-47
• Shared Laughter - 
I Peter 1:8
Visit us at our web site at:
church@campbellucc.org

or better yet, visit us at our
worship services on
Sundays at 10:00 a.m.
Coffee, refreshments, and
conversation always, right
after service.

CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH OF ALMADEN
VALLEY, UCC
6581 Camden Ave., San
Jose, CA 95120. Pastor,
Rev. Marty Williams, 408
268 0243.
www.ccavucc.org.
We are a welcoming
church with a progressive
approach to faith, worship
and giving to our local
community. We are proud
to be UCC, Open and
Affirming (O&A) and wel-
come members of the
LGBT community. We sup-
port local LifeMoves (for-
merly InnVision) Shelter
Feedings once a month,
San Francisco Night
Ministry, Second Harvest
Food Bank, Church World
Service, and Communities
Responding to End
Poverty.
Worship Sunday, 9:00 AM
followed by fellowship and
refreshments. 1st Sunday
in Worship: Holy
Communion
2nd Sunday in Worship:
Folks Choir and Potluck
Sunday.
Tuesdays, AA Meetings,
8:15 - 9:15 PM.
Wednesdays, 9:30 AM,
Women’s Study Group.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
5351 Carter Ave., San
Jose 95118
408.265.5837
www.bibleroad.org
We strive to be a group of
Christians that love and
honor God and Jesus
Christ in our daily lives. We
assemble each Sunday to
encourage each other
through singing, studying,
praying and sharing in the
Lord’s supper. Simple—
just like what one reads
about in the New
Testament.

Bible class at 9:30 AM
Worship at 10:30 AM
Located in south San
Jose near Kooser Rd. and
Camden Ave. (behind the
Almaden Valley Athletic
Club).
Come make new Christian
friends!

EAST VALLEY CHURCH
We are a Multicultural
Christian Community
committed to making
Christ known to our
Neighbors, Community
and World. 
Sunday Schedule: Coffee
and Conversation 9:15am
Worship 9:45am, Sunday
School for all ages
11:15am
Childcare is provided for
all our Sunday Services.
Our NEW Children’s
Building is Open!
Uplifting music, Biblical
teaching, ministries for
Children, Youth, College &
Career, Small Groups for
all adults, Ministries to
Men, Women, Seniors,
Celebrate Recovery
Please see website for
details and meeting times
www.eastvalleychurch.com
Senior Pastor – Pastor
Ron Johnson,
Community-Life Pastor -
Pastor Patrick Boyd,
Children’s Ministry Co-
Directors – Alyssa Friend
and Kristen Pearson
We are located at 2827
Flint Ave (Between Tully &
Norwood) San Jose, CA
95148, Phone 408-238-
0231, e-mail info@east-
valleychurch.com
We are associated with
Converge Worldwide
www.convergeworld-
wide.org

THE EPISCOPAL
CHURCH IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave. San
Jose, CA 95120.  The
Rev. Shelley Booth
Denney, Rector
Phone:408-268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal Church

in Almaden (ECA), we are
joyful followers of Jesus
Christ. Through worship,
study, fellowship and out-
reach, we strive to nur-
ture and grow a strong
faith community of believ-
ers, a family of all ages,
where each member feels
welcomed, loved, valued
and empowered to serve.
Children are especially
welcomed and cherished
as an important part of
God's family. All junior
high and senior high stu-
dents are welcome to par-
ticipate in our Youth
Groups. During the school
year we have joint
Sunday School with our
sister church, the
Congregational Church of
Almaden Valley, UCC. The
Episcopal Church in
Almaden offers the fol-
lowing regular opportuni-
ties for worship: Sunday
at 7:30AM and 10:45AM,
Holy Communion service.
Each Sunday service is
followed by a coffee hour
for friendship and conver-
sation.

EVERGREEN VALLEY
CHURCH
Visit our Web Site at
wwww.evcsj.com
2750 Yerba Buena Rd. San
Jose, CA 95121. Phone:
408-274-7422. Saturday
worship is at 5 pm. Sunday
worship services at 9 am
and 11 am.. Excellent con-
temporary Christian music
and Bible-based teaching.
Nursery care and
Children’s Sunday School
programs at 9 am and 11
am. Junior High students
meet at 9am and High
School students meet at
11am. Nuevo Comienzo:
Servicio en espanol,
Domingo 4pm.

FIRST CHURCH
DOWNTOWN
Worshipping at 55 N. 7th
Street, in downtown San
Jose.  (Horace Mann
school) firstchurchdown-

town.com
Telephone: (408) 294-
7254 x310. We are a com-
munity serving the Christ
from the heart of the City,
working to know Jesus and
make Jesus known by
serving, worshipping, and
learning together.  Worship
services are at 10:00 AM
at the Horace Mann
Community Center (7th
and Santa Clara Streets).
Worship includes both con-
temporary and traditional
music, a message that is
relevant to real life, based
in the Bible, and meaning-
ful to people of all ages and
backgrounds.  We work in
our community to provide
real assistance and long-
term, life-saving solutions:
food, housing, counseling,
and spiritual direction.  Our
children's & families' min-
istries include Sunday
classes, outdoor family
activities such as bike rides
and fishing trips.  Come,
Make a Difference and feel
the difference God can
make in your life!

GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchSJ.net
See you on Facebook
2650 ABORN ROAD at
Kettmann, across from
Evergreen Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for
over 50 Years. John S
Goldstein, Pastor
Christian Worship every
Sunday at 11.00 am
Together let us build lives
toward excellence!
Music Institute
(408)791 7772
After School lessons on
Piano, Violin, Viola, Flute
PreSchool, Age 2-6
years. Caring for your 
child with God’s love and
affection
(408) 791 7772

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge.
Community - this is our
promise to our members.
If you are looking for an
active Christian faith com-
munity, we invite you to
experience Holy Spirit
Parish Community. All are
welcome! We are located
at 1200 Redmond
Avenue, San Jose, CA
95120. Mass is celebrat-
ed at 8:30 a.m. Monday -
Friday. Our weekend Mass
schedule is Saturday 5
p.m., Sunday 8 a.m.,
9:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m.
and 6 p.m. Rite of
Reconciliation is every
Saturday at 4 p.m. or by
appointment. Our Parish
Office is open Monday -
Thursday 8:30 a.m. -
4:30 p.m. and Friday 9:00
a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Call
408-997-5100 for record-
ed information or 408-
997-5101 to speak with
someone in our parish
office. Information on
Faith Formation for chil-
dren and adults can be
obtained by calling our
Catechetical Office at
408-997-5115. Get in the
loop with our 3sixty High
School Youth Ministry by
calling 408-997-5106.
Holy Spirit School serves
grades Pre-K through 8th,
and is located at 1198
Redmond Avenue. You
can reach the school
office at 408-268-0794.

THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir  
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646 
English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 & 11:00
AM
Spanish Service:
11:00 AM
Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM
Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM
Mandarin Service:
11:00AM
Youth Extreme Point (7th-
12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

SAINT ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH
We invite you to become
a part of our hospitable,
intimate Catholic parish.
We are a caring commu-
nity, promoting spiritual
growth, reaching out to
people in need and where
you get to know people
by name.  We offer chil-
dren's religious education
(CREATE); Youth Ministry
(BLAST & X-STATIC);
Scripture Study (day &
evening); Senior's Group

and many other adult
ministries as well.  Saint
Anthony parish is located
in Almaden Valley at
20101 McKean Road,
San Jose, 95120.  Our
weekend Masses are at 4
p.m. on Saturday at our
historic church at 21800
Bertram Road in New
Almaden, CA  95042 and
on Sunday at 8:30 a.m.,
10:30 a.m., and 5:30
p.m. at the McKean Road
location.   Our Parish
Office is open Monday 9
a.m. - 12 p.m. and
Tuesday thru Thursday, 9
a.m. - 12 p.m. and 1 - 4
p.m.  For more informa-
tion, stop by the Parish
Office or call 1+ (408)
997-4800, or visit our
website at www.church-
stanthony.com. Fr. Larry
Hendel, Pastor.

SAN JOSE GURDWARA
3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148 The
word Sikh (see-kh) means
"disciple" or "student." A
Sikh is a practitioner of the
faith founded in the 15th
century by Guru Nanak in
Punjab of old British India.
A Guru who is a "teacher"
or "enlightener" completes
the relationship of teaching
and learning.  Sikhism is
monotheistic and stresses
the equality of all men and
women. Sikhs believe in
three basic principles;
meditating on the name of
God (praying), earning a
living by honest means
and sharing the fruits of
one's labor with others.
Currently there  are close
to one million Sikhs living
in the USA and Canada
and 25 million Sikhs living
around the world. Sikhism
is the 5th largest religion in
the world.  At the
Gurdwara (House of God)
in San Jose we welcome
all. We pray daily for peace
and prosperity for every-
body in the world.  Come
to visit and enjoy Langer
(food) in our kitchen which
is open 365 days of the
year and serves comple-
mentary vegetarian meals.
We also encourage you to
enter our history room on
site and walk the beautiful
grounds. Learn more about
us and community events
we sponsor by visiting our
website; http://www.
SanJoseGurdwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
CATHOLIC CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., San
Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1562.
www.stfrancisofassisi.
com or www.stfrancis

ofassisipreschool.org
We invite you to join our
community of faith located
in the Evergreen area of
San Jose. We are an inclu-
sive diverse community
striving to serve as
Disciples of Jesus Christ in
the footsteps of St.
Francis, offering prayerful
and joyful liturgies; evan-
gelization, fellowship, and
service opportunities to
the community. We offer
spiritual opportunities for
all ages, including chil-
dren's liturgy, dynamic
E.C.H.O - Jr. High, IGNITE
- High School and North
Star -Young Adult
Ministries, along with small
faith communities and
opportunities to help the
poor and marginalized of
San Jose. Our Preschool is
the only Catholic Preschool
offering quality family ori-
ented service in the
Evergreen and Silver Creek
areas. Our Chapel,
Gathering Hall, Parish
Office, Mission Center,
Parish Gift Shop, Memorial
Garden and Preschool are
all located at 5111 San
Felipe Rd. 
Please come join us to
worship at one of the fol-
lowing times and loca-
tions: 
St. Francis of Assisi
Chapel
Saturday 5:00PM, Sunday
8:30 AM, 10:30 AM,
12:30 PM, 4:00 PM (Mass
in Vietnamese), 6:00 PM
Youth Mass
St. Francis of Assisi
Gathering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM,
Sunday11:00AM, Igbo
Mass - Second Sunday of
the month 12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange -
2840 Aborn Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated
Community (Cribari
Auditorium)
Sunday 8:15 AM
For more information,
please call or visit us at the
Parish Mission Center
open M-F 9:00 AM -12:00
PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM.
Come join us and share
your presence with us so
that together we may grow
and share our gifts to help
build God's Kingdom!

For Worship listing 
ads, call 

408.250.5242

The Secret
is Out!

“Reach your friends
and your community

with your number
one neighborhood 
news source - the
Evergreen Times!”
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DAVID & VICKI
HARRIS

2921 Villages Parkway,
San Jose

(408) 754-1572

DAN
WALKER

Realtor® CalBRE #00758244

(408) 892-4813 
Dan.Walker@cbnorcal.com

KRAIG 
CONSTANTINO

kcreteam@gmail.com
www.KraigsListings.com

(408) 219-9122

Open Sat & Sun
1pm-4pm
1093
Cloverbrook Dr.
$ 1,599,000
4 Beds | 3.5
Baths
2,019 +/- sq. ft.
Therese Swan
408.656.8240

95120
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O’CONNOR

(408) 691-7322
poconnor@kw.com

SUSAN
BOERNER

(408) 921-7619
www.apr.com/sboerner

sboerner@apr.com

GET LISTED
TODAY! (408) 898-7534

CAROL CAMILLI-
MONTGOMERY

serenogroup.com/Profiles/Carol-Camilli
CamilliHomes@serenogroup.com

(408) 209-7809
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Hauling Service
Shoe RepairKitchen/Bath

YOGALITE!
Classes with Robin Pickel.

Light, mindful stretching, 
deep breathing, visualization 

and meditation.

Enroll at www.sjregistration.com.
Type “Yogalite” in the search box.

Almaden, Evergreen and Southside
Community Centers in San Jose.

(408) 270-2220
(Evergreen Community Ctr.)

Driving School

Mind Body Spirit

Advantage Driving School is the premier driving school in northern
California. Advantage Driving School has trained more than 

300,000 students to drive safely since 1994. We offer complete 
programs for both traditional classroom and online courses. 

Driver Training is the behind the wheel training which prepares your 
child to pass the driving test at the DMV. We also offer complete programs
for adults and senior citizens. If you have never driven or just need some

supplemental instruction to improve your driving skills, we are just the
school for you! We believe Advantage Driving School offers a great 

combination of experienced driving instructors and affordable prices! 
Location: 5440 Thornwood Drive, Suite F; 

Hours: 9 am-5 pm M-F 9 am–12 noon S-S; Phone: 408.363.4182; Email:
info@advantagedriversed.com | Website: advantagedriversed.com

The Secret is Out!
“Reach your friends 

and your community  
with your number one 

neighborhood news source - 
the Almaden Times!”

Property Management

Singles

Almaden Valley Singles:
The organization that

brings together single resi-
dents of Almaden Valley
(95120) over age 55 to

enjoy a social life close to
home and participate in

community service.
Monthly breakfast meet-
ings are held on the third
Tuesday of each month, 9

a.m. Cup and Saucer,
Princeton Plaza Mall,

1375 Blossom Hill Road.
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