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Answers on Pg. 7

Miscellaneous

AT&T Internet. Get More 
For Your High-Speed 
Internet Thing. Starting 
at $40/month w/12-
mo agmt. Includes 1 
TB of data per month. 
Ask us how to bundle 
and SAVE! Geo & svc 
restrictions apply. Call 
us today 1-833-707-0984

Classified
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Autos Wanted Miscellaneous

Answers on Pg. 7

Real Estate

MiscellaneousMiscellaneous

DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help get the dental care you deserve
If you’re over 50, you can get coverage for about 
$1 a day*

Keep your own dentist! You can go to any dentist 
you want

NO annual or lifetime cap on the cash benefi ts 
you can receive 

No wait for preventive care and no deductibles – 
you could get a checkup tomorrow

Coverage for over 350 procedures  including 
cleanings, exams, fi llings, crowns…even dentures

FREE Information Kit
1-877-308-2834
www.dental50plus.com/cadnet

 *Individual plan. Product not available in MN, MT, NH, NM, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details 
about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); 
Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN)
6096E-0917                                MB17-NM008Ec

 *Individual plan. Product not available in MN, MT, NH, NM, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details 

Public Notice

Real Estate

Miscellaneous

Get FAA approved maintenance training at campuses 
coast to coast. Job placement assistance. 

Financial Aid for qualifying students. Military friendly. 

Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance
800-481-7894

AIRLINE 
CAREERS

C A R S / T R U C K S 
WANTED!!! All Makes/
Models 2002-2018! Any 
Condition.  Running 
or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We’re 
Nationwide! Call Now: 
1-888-985-1806  

Education

AIRLINE MECHANIC 
TRAINING - Get FAA 
Technician certification. 
Approved for military
benefits. Financial Aid if 
qualified. Job placement 
assistance. Call Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance 
866-453-6204

All interested parties: 
Fuller Towing & 
Recovery SVC. TDLR 
License # 005250413C 
VSF License # 055607 
Located at: 777 I Hwy 
30 Sulphur Springs TX. 
75482. Has in Impound. 
Make: 06 Nissan 
Model: Altima Color: 
Blue LP# N/A Vin # 
1N4AL11DX6C267629. 
Said vehicle may 
be claimed by the 
registered owner and/ 
or lien holder at the 
address above. After 
paying all towing & 
storage charges and 
proof of ownership 
is established. Office 
hours are 8am-5pm 
Monday through 
Friday. Information 
about vehicles will be 
given in person, no 
information will be 
disclosed by phone. 

IRS TAX DEBTS?$10k+?  
Tired of the calls?  We 
can Help! $500 free 
consultation!  We can 
STOP the garnishments! 
FREE Consultation Call 
Today 1-855-823-4189  

Place in Misc. For Sale

KILL ROACHES-
GUARANTEED! Harris 
Roach Tablets, Sprays, 
Traps, Concentrate. 
Available: Hardware 
Stores, Home Depot, 
homedepot.com

HEAR AGAIN! Try our 
hearing aid for just 
$75 down and $50 per 
month! Call 800-426-
4212 and mention 88272 
for a risk free trial! FREE 
SHIPPING!

Were you an INDUSTRIAL 
TRADESMAN (machinist/
boilermaker/pipefitter etc) 
and recently diagnosed 
with LUNG CANCER? 
You may be entitled to 
a SIGNIFICANT CASH 
AWARD. Risk free 
consultation!  877-781-1769

DISH TV $59.99 For 
190 Channels   $14.95 
High Speed Internet. 
Free Installation, Smart 
HD DVR Included, Free 
Voice Remote. Some 
restrictions apply. Call 
1-855-837-9146

GENERIC VIAGRA and 
CIALIS! 100 Pills $99.00 
FREE Shipping! 100% 
guaranteed. 24/7 CALL 
NOW! 888-889-5515

Stay in your home 
longer with an American 
Standard Walk-In 
Bathtub. Receive up to 
$1,500 off, including a 
free toilet, and a lifetime 
warranty on the tub and 
installation! Call us at 
1-844-374-0013

A PLACE FOR MOM. The 
nation’s largest senior 
living referral service. 
Contact our trusted,   
local experts today! 
Our service is FREE/no 
obligation. CALL 1-844-
722-7993  

Spectrum Triple Play!    
TV, Internet & Voice 
for $29.99 ea. 60 MB 
per second speed   No 
contract or commitment. 
More Channels. Faster 
Internet. Unlimited 
Voice.    Call 1-855-652-
9304

DIRECTV SELECT 
PACKAGE! Over 150 
Channels, ONLY $35/
month (for 12 mos.) Order 
Now! Get a $100 AT&T 
Visa Rewards Gift Card 
(some restrictions apply) 
CALL 1- 855-781-1565

Call Empire Today® 
to schedule a FREE 
in-home estimate on 
Carpeting & Flooring. 
Call Today! 1-800-508-
2824

Start Saving BIG On 
Medications! Up To 
90% Savings from 
90DAYMEDS! Over 3500 
Medications Available! 
Prescriptions Req’d. 
Pharmacy Checker 
Approved. CALL Today 
for Your FREE Quote. 
844-776-7620

Lung Cancer?  And Age 
60+?  You And Your 
Family May Be Entitled To 
Significant Cash Award.  
Call 866-428-1639  for 
Information.  No Risk.  No 
Money Out Of Pocket.

Sleep Apnea Patients 
- If you have Medicare 
coverage, call Verus 
Healthcare to qualify for 
CPAP supplies for little or 
no cost in minutes. Home 
Delivery, Healthy Sleep 
Guide and More - FREE! 
Our customer care agents 
await your call. 1-844-545-
9175

HughesNet Satellite 
Internet - 25mbps starting at 
$49.99/mo! FAST download 
speeds. WiFi built in!  FREE 
Standard Installation for 
lease customers! Limited 
Time, Call 1-800-610-4790  

Cross Country Moving, 
Long distance Moving 
Company, out of state move 
$799 Long Distance Movers. 
Get Free quote on your 
Long distance move 1-800-
511-2181 

Unable to work due to injury 
or illness? Call Bill Gordon 
& Assoc., Social Security 
Disability Attorneys! FREE 
Evaluation. Local Attorneys 
Nationwide 1-855-498-6323 
[Mail: 2420 N St NW, 
Washington DC. Office: 
Broward Co. FL (TX/NM 
Bar.)]Education

Financial

Miscellaneous
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John Alvic Neal
Funeral service for John Alvic Neal will be held Tuesday, Oct. 30, 2018,  Shady Grove Baptist Church at 2:00 pm.  Bro. Wayne Wolfe will officiate.  
Burial will follow service in Hooker Cemetery.  Visitation will be held Tuesday evening, 6:00–8:00 pm at Wilson-Orwosky Funeral Home.
John passed away unexpectedly at his residence in Lewisville, Monday morning.  He was 34 years old. John was born Feb. 21, 1984, in Hopkins 
County Hospital, to the parentage of Troy Clifton and Mary Lou Gaston Neal. He worked as an EMT in the Colony area.
Survivors include: Mother:  Mary Neal of Emory  Brothers:  Cliff Neal (Holly) of Saltillo; Larry Neal (Paula) of Saltillo; and Tommy Neal (Linda) 
of Sulphur Springs; Michael Newby of Lone Oak; Matthew Newby (Cindy) of Lone Oak; Jason Jones  “a very special brother” of Lewisville Niece:  
Jordyn RobertsonNephew:  Hayden NewbyNumerous other loving family and friends Preceded in death by:  Father; and sister, Donna Chester. 

Malvern Malachi “Eppie” Elmore
Malvern Malachi “Eppie” Elmore was born September 6, 1938 to Harold and Elsie Ridgell Elmore of Prescott, AR. He 
passed away October 21, 2018 after a lengthy illness.
He is preceded in death by his parents, one brother, Tommy, and wife of 58 years, Lou Elmore.
He is survived by two sisters, Martha and Cat, three sons-Alan Elmore and his wife, Nell; Johnny and his wife, Melissa; Steve 
and his wife, Ashley; 5 grandsons-John and his wife Christa, Zane and his wife Tiffany, Jarret and his wife Chelsey, Kai, 
and Keltyn; 2 granddaughters-Hannah and Gem; 1 great grandson Roper; two great granddaughters-Scarlett and Paikas; and 
numerous nieces, nephews, cousins and many friends.
Most people who knew Eppie thought Eppie was his name. Eppie was the nickname his mother gave him at a young age 
because he was always getting into trouble just like the character in the children’s book Epaminondas and His Auntie . 

Eppie supported his mother and siblings after the death of his father when Eppie was 16 years old. That experience led to his life long career in 
construction. He built the current Winnsboro City Hall and the auditorium of the Winnsboro Church of Christ where he has been a member for over 
40 years and served as a deacon for 35 years. He has built numerous homes for people and has touched many lives. Camp Deer Run was one of his 
loves. He made sure that his children and grandchildren had the opportunity to attend CDR to deepen their faith and strengthen their relationship 
with God.
Eppie made it into history books in 1957 when he was one of the Arkansas National Guard assigned to protect the Little Rock Nine during the 
desegregation of Little Rock Central High School.
He enjoyed being outdoors, hunting and could tell many stories regarding some of his “coon and deer hunts”. Visitation was held Wednesday, 
October 24, 2018 at the Winnsboro Church of Christ from 10:00 am to 11:00 am with memorial services following at 11:00 am.

Gracie Marie Dyer
Gracie Marie Dyer, 77, of Talco, TX went to be with her Lord and Savior on October 20, 2018.  She was born on September 18, 1941 in Bogota, TX 
to C. B. Bullard and Myrtle Allie Sloan Bullard Mrs. Dyer was a loving homemaker that had a passion for sewing, collecting rocks and attending 
traditional Indian dances and festivals, she had a love for spontaneous adventures which she shared with her husband and family. 
She is preceded in death by her parents; brother, Charles Lee Bullard; two sisters, Mary Lois McAfee and Geraldine Easley; grandson, Brody Dyer.
She is survived by her loving husband of 59 years, Charles Dyer; sons, Kenneth Dyer and wife Cindy of Mount Vernon, James Dyer and wife Regina 
of Quitman, TX; daughters, Tena Shelton and husband Kenny of Three Rivers, TX, Gala Brenton and husband Brad of Mount Vernon, Mary Dyer of 
Winnsboro, TX; grandchildren, Bo Dyer and wife Bobbie, Aaron Dyer and wife Randee, Kaleb Dyer and wife Myra, Heather Wiggins and husband 
Tony, Trey Clark and wife Heather, Stephanie Gerdes and husband Joey, Brody Clark, Joseph Shelton and wife Christina, Rachel Dunham, Elisabeth 
Brewer and husband Nathan, Rebekah Shelton, Charity Flores and husband Jacob, Blake Barker and wife Erica, Kassie Cervantez and husband 
David, Christopher Barker, Brandon Hicks, Jared Turner and wife Tammy, Brandon Dyer, Scotty Dyer and wife Melissa, Clayton Dyer, Nicki Dyer, 
Dakota Gauck and wife Samantha, Shayna Gauck; thirty three great grandchildren.  She was blessed and will be greatly missed.
Visitation was scheduled for Tuesday, October 23, 2018 from 10 – 11 AM at Lake Chapel Church. Service followed the visitation and was officiated 
by Bro. Kenny Shelton, Bro. L.D. Baxley and Bro. Jason Blankenship.  Pallbearers are Bo Dyer, Clayton Dyer, Joseph Shelton, Blake Barker, 
Dakota Gauck, Steve Hanes; Honorary Pallbearers are Aaron Dyer, Christopher Barker, Kaleb Dyer, Trey Clark, Brody Clark, Brooksey Crow, 
Jimmy Crow, Scotty Dyer, Brandon Dyer, Brandon Hicks, Jared Turner.  Interment followed the service at Hagensport Cemetery. 

Kelly Sutton
Funeral service for Kelly Sutton, age 76, of Brashear, were held at 10:00 A.M. on Tuesday, October 23, 2018 at Calvary 
Baptist Church in Sulphur Springs with Bro. Gary Jordan officiating and interment followed at Shirley Cemetery. Visitation 
was held from 6 to 8 PM on Monday, October 22, 2018 at Murray-Orwosky Funeral Home. Mrs. Sutton passed away on 
Friday, October 19, 2018 at her residence in Brashear.
Kelly was born in Huntsville, TX on May 14, 1942 to Barnett J. “Pat” Patterson Sr and Helen Senter Patterson.  She married 
Richard Sutton in Southmayd, TX on November 30, 1963. She is survived by her husband, Richard Sutton; daughter, 
Beverly Stone and husband Keith of Como; sons, Buddy Sutton and wife Genea of Sulphur Springs, Stephen Wayne Sutton 
and wife Sharon of Como, and Jordan Justice Sutton of Brashear; 13 grandchildren and 15 great-grandchildren; sisters, 
Sharron Patterson Gibbons and Beverly Patterson Savage.

Kelly was preceded in death by her parents, brothers, Barnett J. “Pete” Patterson Jr., Ben Hugh Patterson and David Jeffrey Patterson.
Arrangements were under the direction of Murray-Orwosky Funeral Home

Laura Grace Davis
Funeral service for Laura Grace Davis, age 39, of Sulphur Springs, were held at 2:00 P.M. on Friday, October 19, 2018 at Murray-Orwosky 
Funeral Chapel.  Interment followed at Sulphur Springs City Cemetery. Visitation was held one hour prior to the service.  Laura passed away on 
Sunday, October 14, 2018 in Sulphur Springs.  She was born on October 25, 1978 in Longview, to James Davis and Kay Smith.
She is survived by her children, Summer Wyatt, Dakota Wyatt, and Denver Wyatt; father, James Davis (Debbie); sisters, Tammy Ricketts, Jamie 
Butler (Cody), Meredith Dodd (Brian), Ashley Taylor, Julie Davis, Elizabeth Davis, and Michelle Rigby (David); brothers, Matthew Davis 
(Anna), Gary Davis, Jr. (Chasity), and Jimmy Buckholt; aunts, Linda Prosise (JD) and Sylvia Hand (Dale); uncles, Gary Davis, Sr. (Donna) and 
Henry Davis (Linda); and many nieces and nephews. Laura was preceded in death by her mother, Kay Smith; brother, Mark Davis; and uncle, 
Robert Davis. Arrangements were under the direction of Murray-Orwosky Funeral Home

Obits
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For Sale

3 Bedroom 2 Bath 
Unattached Carport 
Storage building out 
back on large lot 1213 
Jefferson Call 817-692-
6758

Free Range Organic 
Eggs, Big Brown $4 a 
Dozen, Little White $3 a 
Dozen. 903-885-4140

FOR SALE: Beautiful 
singing canary birds. 
Make great Christmas 
gifts. Call 903-737-
0999. Quitman, Tx.

Earthlink High Speed 
Internet. As Low As 
$14.95/month (for the 
first 3 months.) Reliable 
High Speed    Fiber 
Optic Technology. 
Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call 
Earthlink Today 1-855-
520-7938

Classified

Shop Millennium Shopper Classifieds.
Call 903-885-9966

 to place an ad today

John Alvic Neal
Funeral service for John Alvic Neal will be held Tuesday, Oct. 30, 2018,  Shady Grove Baptist Church at 2:00 pm.  Bro. Wayne Wolfe will officiate.  
Burial will follow service in Hooker Cemetery.  Visitation will be held Tuesday evening, 6:00–8:00 pm at Wilson-Orwosky Funeral Home.
John passed away unexpectedly at his residence in Lewisville, Monday morning.  He was 34 years old. John was born Feb. 21, 1984, in Hopkins 
County Hospital, to the parentage of Troy Clifton and Mary Lou Gaston Neal. He worked as an EMT in the Colony area.
Survivors include: Mother:  Mary Neal of Emory  Brothers:  Cliff Neal (Holly) of Saltillo; Larry Neal (Paula) of Saltillo; and Tommy Neal (Linda) 
of Sulphur Springs; Michael Newby of Lone Oak; Matthew Newby (Cindy) of Lone Oak; Jason Jones  “a very special brother” of Lewisville Niece:  
Jordyn RobertsonNephew:  Hayden NewbyNumerous other loving family and friends Preceded in death by:  Father; and sister, Donna Chester. 

Malvern Malachi “Eppie” Elmore
Malvern Malachi “Eppie” Elmore was born September 6, 1938 to Harold and Elsie Ridgell Elmore of Prescott, AR. He 
passed away October 21, 2018 after a lengthy illness.
He is preceded in death by his parents, one brother, Tommy, and wife of 58 years, Lou Elmore.
He is survived by two sisters, Martha and Cat, three sons-Alan Elmore and his wife, Nell; Johnny and his wife, Melissa; Steve 
and his wife, Ashley; 5 grandsons-John and his wife Christa, Zane and his wife Tiffany, Jarret and his wife Chelsey, Kai, 
and Keltyn; 2 granddaughters-Hannah and Gem; 1 great grandson Roper; two great granddaughters-Scarlett and Paikas; and 
numerous nieces, nephews, cousins and many friends.
Most people who knew Eppie thought Eppie was his name. Eppie was the nickname his mother gave him at a young age 
because he was always getting into trouble just like the character in the children’s book Epaminondas and His Auntie . 

Eppie supported his mother and siblings after the death of his father when Eppie was 16 years old. That experience led to his life long career in 
construction. He built the current Winnsboro City Hall and the auditorium of the Winnsboro Church of Christ where he has been a member for over 
40 years and served as a deacon for 35 years. He has built numerous homes for people and has touched many lives. Camp Deer Run was one of his 
loves. He made sure that his children and grandchildren had the opportunity to attend CDR to deepen their faith and strengthen their relationship 
with God.
Eppie made it into history books in 1957 when he was one of the Arkansas National Guard assigned to protect the Little Rock Nine during the 
desegregation of Little Rock Central High School.
He enjoyed being outdoors, hunting and could tell many stories regarding some of his “coon and deer hunts”. Visitation was held Wednesday, 
October 24, 2018 at the Winnsboro Church of Christ from 10:00 am to 11:00 am with memorial services following at 11:00 am.

Gracie Marie Dyer
Gracie Marie Dyer, 77, of Talco, TX went to be with her Lord and Savior on October 20, 2018.  She was born on September 18, 1941 in Bogota, TX 
to C. B. Bullard and Myrtle Allie Sloan Bullard Mrs. Dyer was a loving homemaker that had a passion for sewing, collecting rocks and attending 
traditional Indian dances and festivals, she had a love for spontaneous adventures which she shared with her husband and family. 
She is preceded in death by her parents; brother, Charles Lee Bullard; two sisters, Mary Lois McAfee and Geraldine Easley; grandson, Brody Dyer.
She is survived by her loving husband of 59 years, Charles Dyer; sons, Kenneth Dyer and wife Cindy of Mount Vernon, James Dyer and wife Regina 
of Quitman, TX; daughters, Tena Shelton and husband Kenny of Three Rivers, TX, Gala Brenton and husband Brad of Mount Vernon, Mary Dyer of 
Winnsboro, TX; grandchildren, Bo Dyer and wife Bobbie, Aaron Dyer and wife Randee, Kaleb Dyer and wife Myra, Heather Wiggins and husband 
Tony, Trey Clark and wife Heather, Stephanie Gerdes and husband Joey, Brody Clark, Joseph Shelton and wife Christina, Rachel Dunham, Elisabeth 
Brewer and husband Nathan, Rebekah Shelton, Charity Flores and husband Jacob, Blake Barker and wife Erica, Kassie Cervantez and husband 
David, Christopher Barker, Brandon Hicks, Jared Turner and wife Tammy, Brandon Dyer, Scotty Dyer and wife Melissa, Clayton Dyer, Nicki Dyer, 
Dakota Gauck and wife Samantha, Shayna Gauck; thirty three great grandchildren.  She was blessed and will be greatly missed.
Visitation was scheduled for Tuesday, October 23, 2018 from 10 – 11 AM at Lake Chapel Church. Service followed the visitation and was officiated 
by Bro. Kenny Shelton, Bro. L.D. Baxley and Bro. Jason Blankenship.  Pallbearers are Bo Dyer, Clayton Dyer, Joseph Shelton, Blake Barker, 
Dakota Gauck, Steve Hanes; Honorary Pallbearers are Aaron Dyer, Christopher Barker, Kaleb Dyer, Trey Clark, Brody Clark, Brooksey Crow, 
Jimmy Crow, Scotty Dyer, Brandon Dyer, Brandon Hicks, Jared Turner.  Interment followed the service at Hagensport Cemetery. 

Kelly Sutton
Funeral service for Kelly Sutton, age 76, of Brashear, were held at 10:00 A.M. on Tuesday, October 23, 2018 at Calvary 
Baptist Church in Sulphur Springs with Bro. Gary Jordan officiating and interment followed at Shirley Cemetery. Visitation 
was held from 6 to 8 PM on Monday, October 22, 2018 at Murray-Orwosky Funeral Home. Mrs. Sutton passed away on 
Friday, October 19, 2018 at her residence in Brashear.
Kelly was born in Huntsville, TX on May 14, 1942 to Barnett J. “Pat” Patterson Sr and Helen Senter Patterson.  She married 
Richard Sutton in Southmayd, TX on November 30, 1963. She is survived by her husband, Richard Sutton; daughter, 
Beverly Stone and husband Keith of Como; sons, Buddy Sutton and wife Genea of Sulphur Springs, Stephen Wayne Sutton 
and wife Sharon of Como, and Jordan Justice Sutton of Brashear; 13 grandchildren and 15 great-grandchildren; sisters, 
Sharron Patterson Gibbons and Beverly Patterson Savage.

Kelly was preceded in death by her parents, brothers, Barnett J. “Pete” Patterson Jr., Ben Hugh Patterson and David Jeffrey Patterson.
Arrangements were under the direction of Murray-Orwosky Funeral Home

Laura Grace Davis
Funeral service for Laura Grace Davis, age 39, of Sulphur Springs, were held at 2:00 P.M. on Friday, October 19, 2018 at Murray-Orwosky 
Funeral Chapel.  Interment followed at Sulphur Springs City Cemetery. Visitation was held one hour prior to the service.  Laura passed away on 
Sunday, October 14, 2018 in Sulphur Springs.  She was born on October 25, 1978 in Longview, to James Davis and Kay Smith.
She is survived by her children, Summer Wyatt, Dakota Wyatt, and Denver Wyatt; father, James Davis (Debbie); sisters, Tammy Ricketts, Jamie 
Butler (Cody), Meredith Dodd (Brian), Ashley Taylor, Julie Davis, Elizabeth Davis, and Michelle Rigby (David); brothers, Matthew Davis 
(Anna), Gary Davis, Jr. (Chasity), and Jimmy Buckholt; aunts, Linda Prosise (JD) and Sylvia Hand (Dale); uncles, Gary Davis, Sr. (Donna) and 
Henry Davis (Linda); and many nieces and nephews. Laura was preceded in death by her mother, Kay Smith; brother, Mark Davis; and uncle, 
Robert Davis. Arrangements were under the direction of Murray-Orwosky Funeral Home

Obits
THE IDLE AMERICAN
Giants Who Wouldn’t Pull Rank…
Commentary by Dr. Don Newbury

   Sometimes, selfless de-
cisions are made without 
fanfare, and come to light 
years later. We’re running 
short on noble decisions 
of late, but two made by 
decades ago by two promi-
nent Arizonans are worth 
calling to mind.
   Senator John McCain’s 
death last month caused 
much reflection on his life 
of service to country, in-
cluding his imprisonment 
in Viet Nam for more than 
five years. When captors re-
alized his prominence, they 
saw great public relations 
value in releasing him soon 
after imprisonment, with 
much fanfare.  He imme-
diately refused, indicating 
that he would wait his turn.
   Late columnist Erma Bom-
beck, a “favorite daughter” 
of Arizona during the final 
25 years of her life, made a 
similar decision a quarter-
century later….
*****
    Gravely ill with a kidney 
disease, she had the oppor-
tunity to move “up the list” 
on the transplant list, thanks 
to her celebrity status. 
   She’d have no part of it, 
vowing to wait her turn. 
When that time came, 

months later, she was in a 
weakened condition, and 
her body rejected the trans-
plant. One of the world’s 
wittiest persons whose col-
umns brightened millions 
of lives, was dead at 69.
   McCain’s decision in 
1968 resulted in four more 
years of imprisonment and 
degradation. Erma’s de-
cision was made in 1996 
robbed readers of smiles. 
She could coax more grins 
from a column of 400 
words or so than anyone 
I’ve ever read….
   I was an avid reader, and 
wrote her a grateful letter 
nearly 50 years ago.
   A couple of weeks later, 
I was surprised to receive a 
note she no doubt wrote.  It 
was typed on copy paper, 
and signed “Erma,” with an 
editor’s pencil.
   Even in the short note, 
her humor was evident. “I 
apologize for being late 
writing to thank you for 
your letter,” she said. “I’m 
nearly as far behind with 
my correspondence as I 
am with my laundry.”…. 
.” Those few words were 
“Erma to the core.”…
*****
   Upon considering a col-

umn topic, I often muse, 
“How would Erma handle 
it?” (I know; her garment 
hem would go untouched 
if it depended on me to 
emulate her work.) For ex-
ample, with Senator John 
McCain’s death following 
Aretha Franklin’s pass-
ing just nine days earlier, 
I think Erma would have 
found ways to lighten 
national mourning with 
touches of humor that in 
no way denigrated their 
great lives.
   Writers and broadcast-
ers covered both funerals 
in great detail. Somehow, 
I think Erma would have 
had a tongue-in-cheek 
comment about Aretha’s 
funeral procession that 
included 120 pink Cadil-
lacs (inspired by her hit 
song, “Freeway of Love”). 
“Hmmm,” the colum-
nist might have noted. 
“Maybe that explains the 
‘CLOSED TODAY’ signs 
on the doors of 120 Mary 
Kay distributors.”
  “What-Would-Erma-
Have-Written?” topics are 
at center stage every two 
years at the Erma Bom-
beck Writers’ Workshop. 
Featuring top writers, it 
is held at the University 
of Dayton, honoring the 
memory of one of the all-
time great writers. 
r*****
Dr. Newbury is a former 
educator who “commits 
speeches” round about. 
Comments/inquiries to: 
newbury@speakerdoc.
com. Phone: 817-447-
3872. Web site: www.
speakerdoc.com Twitter: 
@donnewbury. Facebook: 
don newbury.

Erma Bombeck John McCain
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