


THE LINDA M. HOULDIN EDUCATION FUND
A collaboration between the Delaware County Veterans Memorial Association
and Delaware County Historical Society

The Delaware County Veterans Memorial, located at 4599 West Chester Pike in
Newtown Square, was developed in 2013 initially as a tribute to fallen heroes from
Delaware County. Since then, the imposing memorial has evolved into a
community destination and resource for veteran groups and activities. Among its
major initiatives is the Linda M. Houldin Education Fund, a collaboration with the
Delaware County Historical Society, which focuses on a program for grades K-12.
The study of American history and civics comes to life in the age-appropriate
curriculum-based programs that meet the core requirements for both subjects as
required by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. Nearly 5,000 students have participated to date.

The opportunity to learn about veterans through personal stories and witnessing the
sacrifice made by scores of fallen soldiers makes a lasting impression on students
and creates civic pride and an abiding interest in history. Funding received through
Pennsylvania’s EITC is the primary source of support for education. Our goal to
expand the sharing of this resource will instill pride and service to country in future
generations. Business support will provide outreach to more schools and help
underwrite expenses for the program overall. Thanks to all our local businesses for
their support!

BENEFITS OF SUPPORT TO BUSINESS FIRMS Support from business firms* who are
eligible for the EITC Program benefits would greatly assist us in satisfying program needs for
the coming year. Use of tax credits as administered by the PA Department of Revenue,
Department of Community and Economic Development, may be applied against the following:
Personal Income Tax, Capital Stock/Foreign , Franchise Tax, Corporate Net Income Tax, Bank
Shares Tax, Title Insurance & Trust, Company Shares Tax, Insurance, Premiums,Tax
(excluding surplus lines, unauthorized, domestic/foreign marine), Mutual Thrift Tax, Malt
Beverage, Retaliatory Fees under Section 212 of the Insurance Company Law of 1921.
*Business firms include pass-through entities and special purpos� ������������ ���������

Delaware County Veterans Memorial Association
PO Box 183  Newtown Square, PA 19064  610-400-8722 info@delcoveteransmemorial.org 

www.DelcoVeteransMemorial.org

United Way Donor #50214
DCVMA is an IRS 501[c] 3, #20-5041306, not-for-profit corporation

and a registered Pennsylvania Charitable Organization.

mailto:info@delcoveteransmemorial.org
http://www.DelcoVeteransMemorial.org
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The Delaware County Veterans Memorial Asso-
ciation and Delaware County Council will hold 
the fifth annual Freedom Medal Dinner Nov. 14. 
This book highlights this year’s medal honorees, 
as well as other local brave men and women 
who have fought for their country.



2811 West Chester Pike, Broomall, PA 19008
610-356-4200

Robert L. D’Anjolell, Jr. F.D.

908 S. Providence Rd.
Wallingford, PA 19086

610-874-7700
Edward S. Barone, Supv.

392 Lancaster Ave.
Frazer, PA 19355

610-296-9555
James W. D’Anjolell, Sr., Supv.

“No arsenal, no weapons in the arsenals of the world is so formidable
as the will and moral courage of free men and women”

…Ronald Reagan

Aston ~ Malvern/Frazer ~ Wallingford
3260 Concord Rd.
Aston, PA 19014

610-497-5505
James Stigale, Supv.
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We salute all Veterans, especially those who reside in our retirement community!
We are honored to have so many brave Americans living at White Horse Village

representing WWII, Korean and Viet Nam Wars.

Some of our Vets meet to share stories: Front Row:
Jack Byers, Al Peters, Hank Rubner, John Young, Bill
Holmes Back Row: Jim Haines, Jim Hausman, Ted
Snowe, Sandy Phillips, Ted Behr, Bob Poole

����� ����� ������� �������� ��������
 	����� �� ���������
(610)558-5000 www.whitehorsevillage.org

http://www.whitehorsevillage.org


RECOGNIZED.

Delaware County Community College does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin,
religion, sex, disability, veteran status, sexual orientation or age in its programs or activities.

YOUR SERVICE.
Veteran students may be able to
receive credit for prior learning
and use their military education
benefit to pay for college.

Whether you’re looking to pursue
a degree or earn a professional
certificate, Delaware County
Community College provides veterans
with comprehensive education,
training and services (like career
counseling) that support student
success. Plus you may be eligible to
receive college credit based on your
military training. Choose from day,
evening or online classes.

START SMART. START HERE.
dccc.edu/veterans
610-359-5050

Educating Delaware and Chester Counties
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RiddleVillage.org • 1048 West Baltimore Pike, Media, PA 19063

RiddleVillage knows Lifecare.

Located minutes from Philadelphia, Riddle Village features
spacious apartment residences in a neighborhood setting. With indoor

parking and customization packages, Riddle Village is the premier choice
for retirement living. Call us today to schedule your personal tour.

Experience the freedom
(610) 891-3700

Welcome to a community that celebrates the dedication
and service of the USArmed Forces.
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The Delaware County Veterans Me-
morial Association is pleased to present 
Carolyn Hilton-Finney with the 2018 
President’s Award.

Hilton-Finney was born in Chester, 
Pa., to William and Edith Hilton. She is 
the youngest of seven children.

William Hilton, a 2015 Freedom 
Medal honoree, is a U.S. Army veteran. 
He joined the army at the age of 16 
where he served in the I Company, 9th 
Infantry Regiment, 2nd Division, which 
was involved in the Battle of Heart-
break Ridge in Korea in September and 
October of 1951.

Hilton-Finney has become the 
adopted vocalist for the Delaware 
County Veterans Memorial Associa-
tion. Her love for music began when 
she was a young child. Everyone in 
the Hilton family learned to sing, read 
music and play an instrument, and 
she was no exception. She credits the 
Chester Upland School District for 
her musical education, which included 
music theory, songwriting, singing and 
mastering various instruments (trumpet, 
trombone, cello and violin). 

Hilton-Finney graduated from 
Chester High School in 1986 and went 

one to earn a 
Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in 
business admin-
istration from 
Widener Uni-
versity in 1990. 
Continuing 
her education, 
she received 
her MBA from 
Rosemont Col-
lege in 2010, 

and in 2017, she graduated from Lib-
erty University in Lynchburg, Va., with 
a Master of Arts in worship studies. 

Hilton-Finney is active in her church, 
serving as a worship leader and choir 
director in the music department. She 
also teaches, directs and sings at vari-
ous churches throughout the Philadel-
phia area. She is the director of the 
family choir called Generations and is a 
member of the Notre Dame Players, the 
Philadelphia Fellowship choir, Toast-
masters International, the International 
Institute of Business Analysis and the 
Urban League of Philadelphia.

Hilton-Finney has a love for patriotic 
music, which she learned to appreciate 
growing up. Her favorites are “Battle 
Hymn of the Republic” and “God Bless 
America.” Her love for patriotic music 
has afforded her the opportunity to sing 
several times at Delaware County’s 
annual Law Day and events through-

out Delaware County, including at the 
Delaware County Veterans Memorial. 
Singing patriotic selections is her way 
of honoring those who proudly served 
our country.

Hilton-Finney currently works at 
Independence Blue Cross as a senior 
analyst in the sales and marketing 
division. She is also the lead musical 
director/instructor of the Independence 
Blue Cross corporate choir, The Sounds 
of Independence.

Hilton-Finney and her husband, 
Brian, have been happily married for 
21 years. They love to travel to inter-
esting places throughout the United 
States and the world. 

Hilton-Finney has devoted numer-
ous hours in support of the Delaware 
County Veterans Memorial.

Honoring Veterans

2018 President’s Award Honoree

Carolyn Hilton-Finney

Do You Know
A Veteran In Need?

We May Be Able
To Help!

Please Call Community Action
Agency of Delaware County, Inc.

610-874-8451

This article was funded (in part) by a
grant from the United States Department
of Veteran Affairs. The opinions, findings,
and conclusions stated herein are those
of the author(s) and do not necessarily

reflect those of the United States
Department of Veteran Affairs.
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The Delaware County Veterans 
Memorial Association is honored to 
present Marsha Four with the Freedom 
Medal for her lifetime of service to this 
country and its veterans.

Four was born in Toledo, Ohio. Due 
to her father’s work with the railroad, 
the family moved often, and she at-
tended several different schools.

Four continued her education at St. 
Vincent’s School of Nursing in India-
napolis, where she graduated in 1968. 

Four volunteered for the Army Nurse 
Corps during her senior year in training 
and was activated upon passing her 
state boards for nursing. During her 
first military assignment at Ft. Camp-
bell in Kentucky, she received orders 
for Vietnam.  

From 1969 to 1970, she served as an 
intensive care/recovery room nurse in 
Vietnam with the 18th Surgical Hospi-
tal, a MUST (Medical Unit Self-con-

tained Transportable) unit. The MUST 
unit was first located north of Phi Bai 
in I Corps at Camp Evans and then re-
locate to Quang Tri. Four was awarded 
the Bronze Star for her service and later 
discharged as a 1st lieutenant.

Upon returning home from Vietnam. 
she threw herself into a wide variety of 
experiences that included living in the 
desert and traveling the western U.S. in 
a VW van while living in a tent for four 
months, among other adventures.

She returned to nursing and married 
her husband, Tony, whom she met and 
worked with in Vietnam at the Surg.  
After his discharge, Tony also worked 
for the railroad, and over time, they 
made numerous moves and finally 
made their home Springfield, Delaware 
County.

Four has been actively involved in 
veterans’ issues on a local, regional and 
national level for nearly 30 years. She 
was the initiator and executive direc-
tor of the Philadelphia Stand Down for 
Homeless Veterans from 1993 until 
1999. 

As a life member of the Vietnam 
Veterans of America (VVA), Four 
began sitting on national committees in 
the early 1990s and served on the VVA 
National Board of Directors from 1999 
to 2013.  In 2013, she was elected its 
national vice president and continues to 
serve in this position.  

Four was appointed to the Depart-

ment of Veterans Affairs Secretarial 
Advisory Committee on Women Veter-
ans from 1992 to 1994 and again from 
2001 to 2006.  VA Secretary Anthony 
Principi appointed Four as chair of this 
committee for two terms from 2002 
until August of 2006.  While in this 
position, Four also served as a liaison/
consultant to the VA Secretarial Advi-
sory Committee on Homeless Veterans.  

Four left an active nursing career 
and began her employment with the 
Philadelphia Veterans Multi-Service 
and Education Center in 1996 as its 
program director of homeless veteran 
services until she retired in 2013.  She 
helped established three homeless vet-
eran programs: a day service center and 
two transitional residency programs, 
LZ II for male veterans and the Mary 
E Walker House for homeless women 
veterans.

In 2012, Four began service as an 
honorary board member to the Special 
Forces Charitable Trust.

She received the Legion of Honor 
Humanitarian Award from the Chapel 
of Four Chaplains and the Cranaleith 
Catherine McAuley Award for living in 
its spirit and mission of seeking whole-
ness and transformation for those in 
great need. 

Four was inducted into the Pennsyl-
vania Veterans Hall of Fame in 2013.  
In that same year, she was honored as a 
White House Champion of Change for 
Women Veterans.  

She returned from her fourth visit 
to Vietnam in the spring of 2017. She 
spent three weeks leading the Veterans 
Initiative team of Vietnam Veterans of 
America.  Its work consists of assist-
ing the U.S. government with access to 
information that will ultimately lead to 
the location of Americans missing in 
action.   

Four currently lives in Springfield 
and is still married to Tony. They are 
blessed as the parents of three boys and 
six grandchildren.  
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Honoring Veterans

2018 Freedom Medal Honoree

Marsha Four 

THANK YOU
FOR YOUR SERVICE

Lou Pace auto Body

complete auto body
repairing and repainting

WWW.LOUPACEAUTOBODY.COM

24 S. Sproul Road
(Rt. 320)

Broomall, PA 19008
Phone: 610.325.5566 • Fax: 610.325.5703Email: paceautobody@aol.com

mailto:paceautobody@aol.com


610-690-1630 | PLUSHMILLS.COM | 501 PLUSH MILL ROAD, WALLINGFORD

Jack KlotzEdward Anderson

Marvin Freed

Alan BlausteinNorton German

James Long

Richard Kirchner

Ed Nescio

John Duink Al Stango

Alfreda Anderson
Benjamin Gaieski
Edward Anderson
Norton German
J. Edward Bailey
Richard Kirchner
Esther Bjornstad
Larry Kirifides
Alan Blaustein
Jack Klotz
Lewis Bonsall
Robert Leunis
Bud Bufano
James Long
Thomas Chermol
RalphMoore

Thomas Christie
Edward Nescio
Robert Coleman
Eli Rubinstein
James DelBello
Tom Shields
John Duink
Bill Spohn
Bill Eisele
Al Stango
Walter Emmett
Wally Stroud
David Ffrench
Francis Tracy
Marvin Freed
KenWright

Our Veterans

This nation will remain the land of the free
only so long as it is the home of the brave. – Elmer Davis

H O N O R I N G A L L W H O S E R V E D
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The Delaware County Veterans Me-
morial Association is proud to recog-
nize United States Navy Seabee veteran 
John Schaffhauser with the Freedom 
Medal for his lifetime of patriotic 
service to this nation. His military 
service and his continued service to 
veterans and Delaware County speak 
volumes about his patriotism and love 
of country.

John “Rudy” Schaffhauser was born 
in Philadelphia and raised in Broomall, 
Pa. He graduated from Marple New-
town High School Class of 1960. After 
high school, Schaffhauser attended the 
Williamson Free School of Mechanical 
Trades where he graduated as a carpen-
ter in 1963.

Not long after graduating, Schaff-
hauser joined the United States Navy 
Seabees. As war raged in Vietnam, 

Schaffhauser began his training at 
Great Lakes Naval Training Station.

Upon completion of basic training, 
Schaffhauser graduated as a Class A 
builder and received orders for Viet-
nam, serving two tours in Vietnam 
(1965 to 1967) and one tour in Thailand 
on a Seabee Team.

While on active duty, Schaffhauser 
was attached to MCB 8 (Mobile Con-
struction Battalion 8).

Between deployments, Schaffhauser 
attended Navy 2nd Class Divers School 
in San Diego California, as well as 
serving as a military training instructor.

In February 1969, Schaffhauser 
received an honorable discharge. He 
joined the Seabee Reserves in 1974 and 
retired out of the Navy in 1994 with 
the rank of BUCS DV (BUCS – Senior 
Chief Builder;  DV – Diver).

Outstanding performance of duty in 
the U.S. Navy was the norm for Schaff-
hauser as indicated by his five honor-
able discharges.

Today, Schaffhauser carries on the 
same tradition with his work with the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, Post 7390 
(VFW Post 7390) in Broomall, Pa. 
Schaffhauser maintains life member-
ship in multiple veteran organizations. 
He belongs to the Veteran of Foreign 
Wars Post 7390, the American Legion 
Post 338 and the Marine Corps League 
Smedley Butler Detachment. He is also 
a member of the Seabee Veterans of 
America.

He works primarily with the VFW 
Post 7390 where he serves as service 
officer. Schaffhauser has also served 
the American Legion as an elected 
officer in the positions of senior vice 
commander and commander, as well as 
serving on and chairing numerous post 
committees.

Schaffhauser volunteers his time to 
mentor the newest generation of vet-
erans in the processes and procedures 
required by the wartime organizations 
of which he is a life member. He has 
mentored countless veterans over the 
years while serving his local commu-
nity and Delaware County. His assis-
tance is invaluable as a wartime veteran 
when helping the current generation of 
combat veterans make the transition to 
community service.

Schaffhauser has also been an active 
volunteer with the Philadelphia Veter-
ans Hospital for more than 10 years. 
He is currently volunteering with the 
hospice unit at the VA in Philadelphia.

Schaffhauser is an active member of 
the Pennsylvania Free Masons, as well 
as a member of the Sojourners.

Though he recently relocated his 
home, he continues to volunteer his ser-
vice to veteran organizations through-
out Delaware County.

He has two children, Jack and Diana, 
as well as two grandchildren, Ryan and 
Brooke.
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2018 Freedom Medal Honoree

John “Rudy” Schaffhauser

Granny’s Helping Hands, PA
Non Medical Home Care Service

We’re there when you need us!
Quality Service Since 1992

ExpEriEncEd • compassionatE • trustEd
Bonded and Insured

EmpLoYmEnt opportunitiEs aVaiLaBLE
COMPETITIVE PRICING FOR PRIVATE DUTY SERVICES

610·284·4244 (24hrs) - 7 Days
Granny’s Helping Hands, pa inc.

Visit our website: www.grannyshelpinghands.com

Paratransit services
available

You can choose your own
caregiver

A+

(EOE)

Personal Care • Meal Preparation • Med Reminders
Post Surgery Care • Just Baths • AM & PM Check ins • Live-in

http://www.grannyshelpinghands.com


●
●
●
●
●

●
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Thank you for your service.

800-522-4884 ● OliverHeatCool.com

● Neal DeKoeyer, USCG

Timothy McFarland, USMC
Andrew Holt, USA
Glenn Davies, USAF
Peter Cattie, USAF
Brandon Blackie, USN

Todd Whitmire, USA●

●

Warren Newberry, USMC
Matthew Procious, USN
John Thompson, USN
Bernie Sweeney, USN
Sean Sweeney, USMC

To our veteran associates,

VETERANS BOOK 2018-2019 | DELAWARE COUNTY NEWS NETWORK  /  11



12 / VETERANS BOOK 2018-2019 | DELAWARE COUNTY NEWS NETWORK 

The Delaware County Veterans 
Memorial Association is honored to 
recognize Jeffrey White for his con-
tinued contributions to our country, its 
veterans and our community.

White was born July 6, 1946, in 
York, Pa., to Robert and Gloria White. 
In 1948, at the age of 2, White and his 
family moved to Lewisburg, Pa., where 
his father worked as a professor at 
Bucknell University. 

Moving once again the next year, the 
White family put down roots in Haver-
town, Pa., when his father became the 
chairman of the chemical engineering 
department at Villanova University.

White attended Haverford School 
District’s Lynwood Elementary through 
sixth grade. In August 1958, the White 
family moved to their Bryn Mawr 
Avenue home designed and built by 

White’s father.
White attended Marple Newtown 

Junior High School, as well as Paxon 
Hollow Junior High. In 1964, he 
graduated from Marple Newtown High 
School. He continued his academic 
career at Villanova University where he 
received a Bachelor of Science degree 
in business administration in 1968.

On Feb. 6, 1969, White joined the 
U.S. Army. He trained as a pioneer 
combat engineer at Fort Leonard Wood 
in Missouri. He served in Vietnam as 
a clerk/typist with the 20th Engineer 
Brigade from October 1969 to Oc-
tober 1970. After serving 11 months 
and three weeks in Vietnam, he was 
released from active duty on Oct. 20, 
1970. 

White received several military 
awards, including the National Defense 

Medal, 
the Good 
Conduct 
Medal, the 
Vietnam 
Service 
Medal 
and the 
Vietnam 
Campaign 
Medal. 

White 
joined the 
Vietnam 
Veterans 
of America in 1982 and has served as 
director of Delaware County Chapter 
67, as well as a delegate to the Penn-
sylvania State Council and the Vietnam 
Veterans of America National Conven-
tions.

He became a delegate to the Pennsyl-
vania State Council in 1986, where he 
served as vice president, executive vice 
president and president. He served in 
the role of president from 1993 to 1998 
and again from 2000 to 2011.

White is in his 30th year as a volun-
teer at the Pennsylvania State Correc-
tions Institute at Graterford, working 
with incarcerated veterans. He is a 
member of the Vietnam Veterans of 
America Veterans of Graterford Chap-
ter 466 and serves as its outside liaison. 

In November 1997, White was 
awarded the Chapel of Four Chaplains, 
Legion of Honor Award, nominated for 
his work with veterans at Graterford. 
The Legion of Honor Award is given 
to an individual who goes above and 
beyond his or her day-to-day paid jobs 
to give selfless service to the local 
community, at a state or regional level. 
White holds this as his most prized 
civilian award.

Additionally, he has served on the 
Delaware County Human Services Task 
Force, representing veterans and those 
with disabilities. 

Honoring Veterans

2018 Freedom Medal Honoree

Jeff White

Thank You For Your Service

Where Every Day Is Memorial Day

www.ArlingtonCemetery.us
610-259-5800

Complimentary pre-need space
for all vets!

http://www.ArlingtonCemetery.us


TEL: 610-545-6040
FAX: 610-545-6030

3070 McCann Farm Dr.,
Suite 101, Garnet Valley, PA 19060

TEL: 610-566-2226
FAX: 610-566-0521

194 S. Middletown Road,
Media, PA 19063

We are an ACHC and
URAC Accredited Pharmacy

FREE Overnight
or Same Day Delivery!
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The Delaware County Veterans 
Memorial Association will present 
the Freedom Medal for Dedication to 
Education to Scenic Hill Elementary 
School for its outstanding dedication to 
education and veterans.

Accepting the medal will be Scenic 
Hills Principal Dr. Madeleine O’Dowd, 
whose own family has an extensive and 
proud history of serving the country in 
the different military branches.

Scenic Hills Elementary School, part 
of the Springfield School District, is 
an exceptional school with outstanding 
students, staff and families. Its philoso-
phy is summed up in the school motto: 

“Learn today, lead tomorrow!”
For the past 16 years, Scenic Hills 

has held a Veterans Celebration 
breakfast in honor of both veterans 
and active duty military personnel who 
are friends and family of the Scenic 
community. Organized by Community 
Service Club director Pam Gurenlian 
and sponsored by the Scenic Hills 
Home and School Association, the day 
consists of breakfast with the veterans 
and their families followed by the sing-
ing of patriotic songs by the students in 
Scenic second-grade classes. Attendees 
are also welcomed to speak and educate 
the students about their experiences. 

The breakfast comes to close with 
a thank you parade celebrating the 
service men and women in attendance. 
Students line the halls, and posters hon-
oring the veterans decorate the walls. 

In recent years, guest speakers have 
included Springfield police Chief 
Joseph Daly, as well as a representative 
from Honor Flight.

Last year’s celebration saw more 
than 100 veterans in attendance. 

Gurenlian organizes collections 
throughout the year for holiday treat 
boxes to be sent to soldiers around the 
world. Students and staff donate a vari-
ety of candy items, which are packaged 
in festive holiday boxes by the Com-
munity Service Club. This year, more 
than 500 spring bunny boxes were sent 

to troops for the Easter holidays. The 
boxes are generously sent, at no cost, 
by the American Legion in Morton and 
the Marine Corp League in Aldan.

Gurenlian coordinates the Coupons 
for Troops program at Scenic, collect-
ing manufacturer coupons for soldiers 
to use on base at the commissary.

Also, a collection of thank you cards 
from her students are sent with local 
veterans traveling to Washington, D.C., 
with Honor Flight.

Additionally, Scenic has an annual 
collection of personal care items for 
the Coatesville Veterans Hospital. For 
more than 20 years, school secretary 
Mary Jeffery, whose husband is a 
veteran, has organized this collection 
of personal care products for the PTSD 
ward at Coatesville Veterans Hospital. 
Students and their families can donate 
items such as toothbrushes, toothpaste, 
shampoo, shaving cream and soap. The 
donated items are made into care pack-
ages and given to patients during the 
Coatesville Veterans Hospital holiday 
party. This year, students and their 
families donated more than 80 of each 
personal care item needed.

Scenic Hills also participates in the 
Cup of Joe for a Joe campaign, which 
provides freshly brewed coffee to sol-
diers, sailors, airmen, Marines or Coast 
Guardsmen who are serving far from 
home. Twice a year, students and staff 
can donate their change to the pro-
gram. Students can include a message 
of thanks to go along with each hot 
beverage, making it a great way for the 
young elementary school students to 
personally give back to soldiers serving 
all over the world.

Scenic Hills’ decades-long commit-
ment to honoring the men and women 
of our military is exceptional and only 
possible because of the staff, students 
and families who donate their time and 
resources to maintaining these wonder-
ful programs.

Honoring Veterans

2018 Freedom Medal for Dedication to Education Honoree

Scenic Hills Elementary School

• Pizza • Steaks
• Hoagies • Milkshakes
• Ice Cream • Sundaes
• Fresh Cooked Turkey &

Roast Beef
• Homemade Soups

Sun. to thurS.: 7am - 9pm
Fri. & Sat.: 7am - 10pm

Family Owned Since 1981

38 South Sproul rd., Broomall
610-356-9848

Ample pArking

thanK You For Your SErViCE



Call1-888-ATHOME-1or 610-544-3037
VictoriasHomeCare.com

APPROVED PROVIDER: Veterans Administration and Community Health Choices
(CHC) Waiver Programs. Private Insurance and Private Pay Accepted.

Established 2003

Our ClientsAreOurFamily!

10/2018

24 HOURS A DAY • 7 DAYS A WEEK • 365 DAYS A YEAR

Victorias’HomeCare Thank You!

24 Hours a Day...
EVERY CALL Is
Answered By
Victorias’ Home
Care Trained Staff

Quality In-Home
Services To Clients Of

All Ages To Give You
Peace Of Mind &

Independent Living

ALLOW US TO BE YOUR EXTENDED FAMILY

Let UsHelp...
WhereverYouAre Living

At Home •Rehab Center •Nursing Home
Hospital • Assisted Living Community

Personal Care...
Aid With Morning Wake-Up, Evenings and
Tuck-in, Bathing, Grooming and Dressing

Home Support...
Light Housekeeping, Laundry, Change Linens,
Make Beds, Shop for Groceries and Supplies,

Plan, Prepare and Clean Up Meals
Personal Support...

Escort for Shopping, Appointments & Errands,
Arrange Appointments, Pick Up Prescriptions

Special Care...
Our Caregivers also work with managing and

supervising staff in a variety of settings including:
Nursing Homes, Assisted Living Communities,

Rehabilitation Centers, Continuing Care Retirement
and Skilled Nursing Communities, Hospitals

Privately Owned

with an Owner

on Premises at

All Times! Registered NurseAssigned to EveryCase and MakesRegular Visits

Dedicated To The
Men & Women That
Serve Our Country
Throughout The
Years...

Dedicated To The
Men & Women That
Serve Our Country
Throughout The
Years...

Temporary or Long
Term Care for Those

Who Need Help
at ANY AGE
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On Feb. 19, 1945, the U.S. Marine Corps attacked the beach 
on the island of Iwo Jima. This five-week battle consisted of 
some of the fiercest and bloodiest fighting of the Pacific War of 
World War II.

The American invasion, designated Operation Detachment, 
had the goal of capturing the entire island, including the three 
Japanese-controlled airfields. These airfields would later be 
used as emergency landing strips for U.S. Army Air Force B-
29s. 

The imagery of the Battle of Iwo Jima has become an iconic 
part of American history, most notably the raising of the flag on 
Mt. Suribachi, which is considered one of the most powerful 
images of war to date. 

The casualties of Iwo Jima will never be forgotten, nor will 
the brave men who went on to tell their stories.

It is with great privilege the Delaware County Veterans 
Memorial Association presents the Freedom Medal Award to 
United States Marine Corps veterans Lou Camilli, Joe Hinder-
hofer and Alan Macauley. 

Three Iwo Jima 
veterans to receive 
Freedom Medals



Delaware County Department of
Veterans Affairs
Government Center
201 W. Front Street, Media
Call 610-891-4646
Email Delcova@co.delaware.pa.us
Website: www.co.delaware.pa.us

Delaware County Council
Mario Civera, Jr., Chairman

Colleen P. Morrone, Vice Chairman
John P. McBlain
David J. White
Michael Culp

Delaware
County
Council
Salutes Our Veterans
and Their Families
We invite veterans to visit the Delaware County Department of
Veterans Affairs to access the benefits they have earned.

Families of active duty services members are invited to submit photos
for the Armed Services Tribute Board in the Government Center lobby.

John P. McBlain, Chairman
Colleen P. Morrone Vice Chairman

Michael Culp
Kevin M. Madden

Brian P. Zidek
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DunwoodyVillage salutes those who have
served our nation.Thank you.

Five-Star Rated Healthcare | (610) 359-4400 | www.dunwoody.org
Independent Living • Rehabilitation • Personal Care • Skilled Nursing • Memory Support

A Continuing Care
Retirement Community

Pet Friendly

mailto:Delcova@co.delaware.pa.us
http://www.co.delaware.pa.us
http://www.dunwoody.org


CASKET FLAG RAISING CEREMONIES EDUCATION PROGRAMFOX 29 SALUTE TO TROOPS

GIVE BLOOD SWEAT CHEER FESITVALFREEDOMMEDAL DINNER PARADES

WREATHS ACROSS AMERICAThe Delaware County Veterans
Memorial Association pays tribute
to the service and sacrifices of the
brave men and women of ourArmed
Forces. Visit our website for all upcoming

events.

www.DelcoVeteransMemorial.org
(610) 400 – 8722

� Casket Flag Ceremonies
2nd Sunday of each month
April through November

� Shoot Out for Soldiers
Episcopal Academy July

� Fox 29 Salute to Troops September
� Give Blood Sweat Cheer Festival

October

� Freedom Medal Dinner November
� St. Patrick’s Day Springfield Parade,

4th of July Parade, Media and
Philadelphia Veterans Day Parades

� Frost Bite Run Historical Car Club
Thanksgiving Day

� Wreaths Across America December

FROST BITE RUN HCCPSHOOT OUT FOR SOLDIERS
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5th Annual Freedom Medal Dinner

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2018
6:00 PM
Springfield Country Club
400 W. Sproul Road, Springfield, PA 19064

Dedication to Country

DR. MADELEINE O’DOWD
Principal, Scenic Hills Elementary

Springfield School District

CAROLYN HILTON-FINNEY

DEDICATION TO COMMUNITY

Sue Serio
Master of Ceremonies
Fox 29 Weather Anchor

LOU
CAMILLI

US Marine Corps

MARSHA
FOUR

US Army Nurse Corps

JOE
HINDERHOFER
US Marine Corps

ALAN
MACAULEY

US Marine Corps

JOHN
SCHAFFHAUSER

US Navy

JEFF
WHITE
US Army

Scenic Hills
Elementary

DEDICATION TO EDUCATION 2018 PRESIDENT’S AWARD

Delaware County Veterans Memorial Association
and Delaware County Council

Tickets include cocktail hour, hors d’oeuvres, dinner and entertainment.
Sponsorships available * Sponsor a Veteran Dinner *Tribute Book Ads

www.DelcoVeteransMemorial.org
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Let us help you say goodbye to your loved one...

J. Nelson Rigby Funeral Home

Most families are not prepared to plan and carry out
a funeral ceremony for someone they love. Since

1856, five generations of the Rigby family have been
dedicated to taking care of your loved ones.

We have maintained this tradition with sympathy and
compassion for the living, and dignity and respect

for the deceased.

We thank our Vets
for their service!

James N. Rigby III,
Supervisor

1 W. Baltimore Ave.,
Media, PA 19063

610-566-4526 • www.jnelsonrigbyfh.com
Five Generations Since 1856
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Lou Camilli was born in South 
Philadelphia on Nov. 17, 1919. At 7 
years old, his family moved to West 
Philadelphia.

Camilli attended Beeber Middle 
School and Overbrook High School. 
During the summers, he would work in 
a machine shop, doing maintenance on 
the equipment used to produce bomb 

shells.  After high 
school graduation 
in 1939, Camilli 
went to work full 
time in the ma-
chine shop. 

On Sept. 16, 
1943, he enlisted in 
the United States 
Marine Corps.  Ca-
milli’s journey in 
the Marine Corps 

took him from Parris Island in South 
Carolina to Camp Pendleton in Cali-
fornia.  But on Sept. 10, 1944, the real 
journey began, sailing from San Diego 
to Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, and onwards 
to their final destination, Iwo Jima.  

Camilli and his fellow soldiers in the 
5th Marine Division landed on Green 

Beach on Feb. 22, 1945. Green Beach 
was at the base of Mt. Suribachi; at 553 
feet high, it was the highest peak on 
Iwo Jima. The Japanese had the moun-
tain very well covered. But on Feb. 23, 
the U.S. soldiers made it to the top of 
Mt. Suribachi and raised the flag in a 
moment captured for the world to see. 
It is considered one of the most power-
ful images of all time.

At this point, having planted a flag 
on the island’s most strategic position, 
Camilli thought for sure he’d be leav-
ing the sulfur, black sand island.  But 
he was wrong. Remaining there for 
another whole month, they lost about 
7,000 men. Camilli recalls saying to a 
friend on the island, “What do we need 
this stinkin’ island for?”  

It wasn’t until he returned home that 
Camilli would truly understand how 
important his time on Iwo Jima proved 
to be. That month on the island was a 
pivotal, strategic moment in the war. 
The U.S. Air Force pilots didn’t have 
enough fuel to fly back from Tokyo 
to the Marshall Islands (located in the 
Pacific Ocean between Hawaii and the 
Philippines). Iwo Jima was an essential 
stop for these pilots, and by taking the 
island, they saved thousands of lives.

While he was lucky to come back 
home safe and sound, Camilli saw 
many horrors on Iwo he’d rather forget.  
But he will always remember his fallen 
brothers, whom he prays for every day.  
His service continued throughout Japan 
and the Pacific until he was honorably 
discharged on May 14, 1946. 

He came home to the love of his life, 
Jean, and they were married on Sept. 
21, 1946. They raised two children, 
who grew to have children of their 
own.

Camilli currently lives outside Phila-
delphia, where he is blessed to spend 
time with his children, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren.

Honoring Veterans

2018 Freedom Medal Honoree

Lou Camilli

http://www.jnelsonrigbyfh.com


VETERANS BOOK 2018-2019 | DELAWARE COUNTY NEWS NETWORK  /  21

Joseph Hinderhofer was born and 
raised in Chester, Pa., on Dec. 27, 
1920. He was the youngest of 11 chil-
dren, with six sisters and four brothers.

Hinderhofer attended Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Grade School and 
Chester High School where he played 
baseball and basketball and was captain 
of the 1939 undefeated football team.

Upon graduating high school, 
Hinderhofer received an offer to at-
tend the University of Delaware on a 
football scholarship but chose instead 
to become a machinist apprentice, an 
occupation that would yield immediate 
returns.

While working, he attempted to enlist 
in the Air Force but was denied due to 
poor vision. Hinderhofer completed 
his apprenticeship and enlisted in the 
Marine Corps in 1943. He was sent to 
Paris Island for boot camp, followed by 
Camp Lejeune and Camp Pendleton, 
where he studied weapon and invasion 
tactics. He was transferred to Maui in 
the Hawaiian Islands and joined the 
4th Marine Division and 25th Weapons 
Regiment. On Dec. 26, 1944, Hin-
derhofer recalls boarding a ship to an 
unknown location to receive additional 
training in invasion maneuvers. In 
February 1945, Hinderhofer and his 
men would take part in the battle of 
Iwo Jima.

In 1945, the war ended, and Hinder-
hofer was eventually transferred to the 
Philadelphia Naval Base for military 
police duty. In June of 1946, Hinder-
hofer was discharged from the Marine 
Corps.

In 1947, Hinderhofer married Mary 
Jane Wright, of Eddystone. The happy 
pair lived in Chester until they pur-
chased a home in Nether Providence 
Township. It was there they started 
their family, having one son and two 
daughters. They were married for 65 
years.

Hinderhofer accepted employment 
with Belmont Iron Corp. while simulta-

neously being enrolled 
in the Penn State 
Extension program. 
After five years, he 
earned his degree in 
mechanical production 
and machine and tool 
design.

In 1954, Hinder-
hofer joined the Neth-
er Providence Fire 
Department, where he 
later became presi-
dent. He also served as 
a 5th ward committee 
member for many years with the Dela-
ware County Republican party.

Upon leaving Belmont Iron, he ac-
cepted a new position with the U.S. 
government fabricating experimental 

atomic-type weapons, 
eventually to be manu-
factured at the Aberdeen 
Proving Ground. His 
remaining employment 
was with Sinclair, fol-
lowed by Atlantic and 
Sunoco refineries, ulti-
mately retiring in 1984.

He currently resides 
in Wilmington, Del., and 
maintains his mem-
bership with the local 
Marine Corps League 
Detachment in Upland, 

Pa. He enjoys bowling, gardening, go-
ing for walks, sudoku and cryptogram 
puzzle, and spending time with his 
family. He has four grandchildren and 
three great-grandchildren.

Honoring Veterans

2018 Freedom Medal Honoree

Joseph Hinderhofer

• CONCRETE WORK
• BRICK WORK

- ALL TYPES

Interlocking Pavers • Flagstone Work
French Drains • Brick & Stone Pointing

Snowplowing ~ Commercial & Residential

PATRICK M. DOUGHERTY
3rd GENERATION MASON

Skidster, Jackhammer &
Dump Truck Rentals w/operator

FREE ESTIMATES

610-565-8543
Licensed/Insured

PA021035



Alan Macauley was born on May 
11, 1925. He was raised in Holmes, 
Delaware County, and attended Ridley 
High School.

At the tender age of 18, Macauley 
enlisted in the United States Marine 

Corps. After a five-day train ride, he 
arrived in San Diego, Calif., for boot 
camp training. Before leaving home, 
Macauley’s mother warned, “Whatever 
you do, don’t join the paratroopers.”  

After basic training, Macauley vol-
unteered to join a specialized combat 
unit known as the Paramarines, more 
commonly referred to as Marine Para-
troopers. He recalls being asked if he 
could drink a pint of liquor, to which 
he responded, “No.” This may have 
been his ticket to join the specialized 
division!

The planned jump was canceled at 
the last minute, and the program for 
paratroopers was abandoned; they were 
sent to Camp Pendleton and formed 
into the 5th Marine Division. There 
they trained for eight months before 
being sent overseas to Hawaii for 

an additional eight months’ training, 
eventually taking part in the invasion of 
Iwo Jima.

Macauley, with the 5th Marine Divi-
sion, 26th Regiment, 7th Battalion, 
spent 19 days and nights on Iwo before 
being shot in the arm. Because of his 
injury, Macauley would spend the next 
11½ months in three different naval 
hospitals recovering from his wounds. 
He was awarded the Purple Heart, the 
Presidential Unit Citation, the Asiatic-
Pacific Ribbon with battle star, the 
American Theater Ribbon and the Vic-
tory Medal.

On Jan. 25, 1946, Macauley was 
discharged from the Marine Corps. 
He returned to Pennsylvania where he 
earned his bachelor’s degree from St. 
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Alan Macauley

30 S. Springfield Road, Clifton Heights, Pa 19018

Telephone: 610-623-1000
Fax: 610-623-3343

Office Hours:
Monday-Friday

9:00-AM to 4:30-PM

WE SUPPPORT OUR
VETERANS!

CLIFTON HEIGHTS
BOROUGH

See Macauley page 25
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Linda M. Anderson J.D., LL.M., CELA
VA Accredited Attorney

Aid & Attendance Pension Benefits Planning

206 Old State Road Media, PA 19063
Phone: 610.566.4700 Fax: 610.566.4702

www.AndersonElderLaw.com

Linda Anderson and her knowledgeable staff will help
you navigate the complex VA system to help you obtain
the benefits available to war time vets and their surviving
spouses. This pension can help pay for expensive
long-term care in any setting (including payments to
caregiver children.)

Please visit our website to download a free intake form
to see if you meet the preliminary qualifications!

WARNING: New eligibility rules, including a look-
back period and transfer penalties apply as of
October 18, 2018!

Jim Gullborg was born and raised 
in Renovo, Pa., the youngest of three 
children.

He enlisted in the United States Navy 
the day after his high school graduation 
in 1943 at the age of 17. He was one of 
eight crew members in Pittsburgh for 
the launching of USS LST-46 (Landing 
Ship-Tank) on Sept. 16, 1943. LST-46 
sailed down to New Orleans where 
equipment was added before being 
assigned to the European theater where 
it participated in the Normandy inva-
sion from June 6 to 25, 1944, and the 
invasion of southern France in August 
and September 1944. LST-46 was later 
transferred to the Asiatic-Pacific theater 
where she took part in the Okinawa as-
sault in June 1945. Following the war, 
LST-46 performed occupation duty in 
the Far East and service in China until 
mid-May 1946.

Gullborg remembers one instance 
when LST-46, which normally held 
250 to 300 crew and troops, transported 
1,200 Chinese men, women and chil-
dren who had been imprisoned by the 
Japanese from Indochina back to their 
homes in Tsingtao, North China. Upon 
her return to the United States, LST-46 
was decommissioned on June 6, 1946. 
Gullborg was discharged in 1946.

After the war, Gullborg attended 

the Penn State School of Forestry, 
graduating in 1950. He worked for 
several years for Lewis Tree Surgeons 
in Media, attaining the designation of 
a certified arborist. In 1960, he started 
his own company, Arbor Tree Service, 
which is now being run by his son, 
Glen.

One of Gullborg’s proudest ac-
complishments was being chosen by 
Henry F. DuPont to care for the plants 
and trees on his Winterthur estate in 
Delaware. In 2015, Jim was the lone 
certified arborist on the Marple Tree 
Commission, providing advice to the 
township on hazardous and diseased 

trees.
While at Penn State, Gullborg met 

his future wife, Janie, whom he mar-

ried 17 days after graduation. They 
were married for 48 years before Janie 
passed away in 1998, had two children 
and were the eighth family to move 
into Lawrence Park in 1955.

Gullborg joined the Media Rotary 
Club in 1952 and served as the club 
president for the 1959-60 Rotary year. 
He was one of the original members of 
the Broomall Rotary Club when it was 
chartered on March 21, 1961, serving 
as the club’s president for the 1962-63 
Rotary year. Gullborg continues to par-
ticipate in all of the Broomall Rotary 
Club’s various community service 
activities and currently has 66 years of 
perfect attendance at weekly Rotary 

Honoring Veterans

Jim Gullborg

See Gullborg page 25

Delco resident served in U.S. Navy during WWII, serves community 
through leadership with Rotary

http://www.AndersonElderLaw.com
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The Delaware County Veterans Memorial Association announces it now has the support of 
cadets from the Civil Air Patrol’s (CAP) Delaware County Composite Squadron 1007.

CAP cadets will assist DCVMA during flag ceremonies, represent the memorial in parades 
and have a presence at special events such as the Give Blood Sweat Cheer Festival and the 
Freedom Medal Honor Dinner.

The cadets will learn to assist veterans and DCVMA board members with folding casket 
flags and honoring the veteran families during their loved one’s ceremony.

Families of veterans can register to fly their loved one’s casket flag at the memorial during 
the solemn flag raising service. Each family will participate hands-on with the raising and low-
ering of the flag and address the crowd about their loved one. Their flag is then ceremoniously 
folded and presented back to the family members.

As a Total Force partner and Auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force, Civil Air Patrol performs 
search and rescue, disaster relief and supports homeland security. Its 56,000 members devote 
their time, energy and expertise toward the well-being of their communities while promoting 
aviation and related fields through aerospace/STEM education and helping shape future lead-
ers through CAP’s cadet program.

Delaware County Composite Squadron 1007 is headquartered at the Delaware County 

Civil Air Patrol cadets latest 
partner in DCVMA’s mission 

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Members of the Delaware County Veterans Memorial Association and Civil Air Patrol Squadron 1007 are pictured at the me-
morial.
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We salute the Delaware County men and women
who have bravely served to protect our country.

1.877.GO MERCY
mercyhealth.org/fitzgerald
1500 Lansdowne Avenue, Darby, PA 19023

Mercy Fitzgerald Hospital has proudly served Delaware County
with high-quality healthcare for over 80 years:

• Heart & vascular care

• Cancer care

• Bariatrics

• Orthopedics

• Emergency Care

• Diagnostic & Imaging services

• Physical & occupational therapy

• Wound care

• Behavioral Health

01-09397R1

Broomall Rehabilitation
& Nursing Center

roomall Rehabilitation
& Nursing CenterB

We’re a resource right in your backyard.
Broomall Rehabilitation and Nursing Center is
pleased to help our neighbors open the door to
their options in post operative rehabilitation, sub
acute care, skilled nursing care, dementia services
and possible long term care.
Our team will assist you in finding the best level
of care for your family’s individual situation. We’ll
answer your questions about possible financial
options.

Our door is always

OPEN
come in and chat!
Broomall Rehabilitation

& Nursing Center
50 N. Malin Road, Broomall, PA 19008
(610) 356-0800 • Ask for Rose Ondo
50 N. Malin Road, Broomall, PA 19008
(610) 356-0800 • Ask for Erica Scully

Emergency Services Training Center 
in Sharon Hill. Visitors are welcome to 
their weekly meetings, held Tuesdays at 
6:30 p.m. in Building 1, Lower Level. 
Children 12 and up and adults of all 
ages are welcomed, especially those 
interested in aviation, wilderness train-
ing, emergency management, STEM or 
community service are encouraged to 
attend.

For information, visit www.squad-
ron1007.org

For information on events at the 
Delaware County Veterans Memorial or 
how to participate in a veterans casket 
flag raising service, contact DCVMA at 
info@delcoveteransmemorial.com or 
610-400-8722.

Joseph’s University. Macauley went 
on to become a court reporter, spend-
ing most of his career working at the 
Defense Department in JAG at the 
Philadelphia Naval Yard, retiring from 
the U.S. government.

Macauley married his wife, Marion, 
in Scranton, Pa., in June of 1953. 
Together, they had two children, their 
daughter, Robin, and son, Alan. After 56 
years of marriage, Marion passed away. 
Macauley enjoys spending time with 
his children, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

Macauley 
from page 22

Club meetings.
In 2015, the Broomall Club honored 

Gullborg by planting a tree in Veterans 
Memorial Park in conjunction with his 
90th birthday.

At the dedication, club President 
Mike Sinapi remarked, “A tree is the 
mark of a leader – someone who in-
spires, motivates and encourages others. 
The board was unanimous in its deci-
sion to recognize you and the influence 
you have had.”

Gullborg’s service to our country and 
to our community shows why he, and 
many others from his generation, are 
known as The Greatest Generation.

Gullborg
from page 23

http://www.squad-ron1007.org
http://www.squad-ron1007.org
http://www.squad-ron1007.org
mailto:info@delcoveteransmemorial.com


Honoring Veterans

By Peg DeGrassa
pdegrassa@21st-centurymedia.com

Local  students of all ages  have  a 
unique opportunity to participate in a 
free comprehensive education program 
that offers knowledge about United 
States military history, as well as en-
courages,  inspires and motivates par-
ticipants by offering the skills and the 
foundation  to respect and  protect this 

country’s history, liberty and freedoms.
The Education Program of the 

Delaware County Veterans Memorial 
Association (DCVMA) was founded to 
bring the history of the United States 
to life. Open to all students in grades 
K-12, the program incorporates the 
core requirements of both civics and 
history as set forth by the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania.  Started by the 
late Linda Houldin, the DCVMA edu-

cation program has a goal to educate all 
generations of students to understand 
how the United States of America 
became who she is from the symbols, 
beliefs, actions, innovations and inven-
tions of those in previous generations.

In loving memory of Houldin, the 
DCVMA has established the Linda 
M. Houldin Education Fund. Donors 
can easily access the endowment fund 
online at DelcoVeteransMemorial.
org to make donations and ensure that 
children will learn about U.S. veterans, 
military history, government and the 
nation’s founding.

The Delaware County Veterans Me-
morial is celebrating its fifth year, hav-
ing brought its education program to 
over 5,000 students. Teachers, students, 
families and individuals have partici-
pated, coming from public, private, 
parochial, charter and cyber schools, as 
well as area colleges and universities. 
The  DCVMA Education Committee 
not only supplies the materials and 
knowledgeable staff for the program in 

Delaware County Veterans Memorial 
Association expands education outreach

Dr. Michael Allodoli
Optometrist

Stephen Lacoste
Optician

Fax: 610-325-7622
Hours
Mon. & Fri. 10-6pm
Tue. &Thurs. 10-7pm
Wed. 9-6pm
Sat. 10-3pm

610-325-7688

Lawrence Park
580 Reed Rd. Suite A, Broomall

Offering you our personal service for
all your eye care needs. Be sure to
check out our new line of eyewear.

Broomall Eye Care
Our SpecialThanksTo All Our Veterans!
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PEG DEGRASSA — DIGITAL FIRST MEDIA
Pictured at Radnor 21 Studio are, from left, TV talk show host John Ricciuti; Barbara Ann Zippi, public relations for Delaware 
County Veterans Memorial Association; Dennis Murphy, DCVMA co-vice president and chairman of the DCVMA Educa-
tion Committee; Ralph Galati, DCVMA board member and DCVMA Education Committee member; Karyn Confer, education 
program director at the Delaware County Historical Society’s Joint Venture with DCVMA; and Kathy Breslin, member of the 
DCVMA Education Committee.

mailto:pdegrassa@21st-centurymedia.com


the classroom but also offers com-
plimentary bus transportation to the 
memorial for a hands-on field trip at 
the culmination of the program. The 
purpose of the educational program is 
to give meaning and understanding to 
the sentiment of the entire memorial, 
“Lest We Forget.” 

The curriculum-based lessons 
include the history and the founding 
of the United States, the meaning and 
history of memorials, the importance of 
symbolism and one-on-one interaction 
with veterans, historians, civic leaders, 
elected officials, business leaders and 
military families.  When the program is 
completed, students will usually leave 
the memorial with a greater understand-
ing of the foundations of their country, 
the role of its military, the stories of 
those who personally participated in 
conflicts and a greater appreciation of 
the sacrifices of those who served. 

Students, when they visit the memo-
rial in Newtown Square for the first 
time, are led on a grade-appropriate 
walking tour to gain an understand-
ing and knowledge about its structure.  
Veterans, educators and civic leaders 
on site engage in one-on-one conversa-
tions to enable students to gain a clear 
understanding of patriotism, as well 
as the lessons they’ve learned in the 
classrooms. 

Following the tour and conversa-
tions, students get to “adopt” a soldier, 
making a rubbing of a name that they 
choose from the wall of prayers that 
lists veterans from Delaware County 
who made the ultimate sacrifice.  They 
take that rubbing with them so that they 
may research the soldier and interview 
their family members if available. All 
research conducted on these soldiers is 
kept on file in the memorial’s electronic 
archives for one year so that visitors 
can access and read  the information.  

While at the memorial, students in 
lower elementary grades sing patriotic 
songs, while students in the upper 
grades learn more about United States 
conflicts through the nine pillars of 
the memorial. All students, of every 
age, leave the memorial site with an 
American flag and a print copy of the 
Constitution handed to them by either a 
veteran or an active duty serviceperson. 

The DCVMA Education Program 

is created, operated and updated by a 
committee consisting of three different 
veterans organizations, educators, his-
torians, business men and women and  
management professionals. Since the 
subjects of American history and civics 
are ever-changing, the curriculum and 
program at the memorial has to also 
evolve and go through fine tuning on an 
ongoing basis.  The program is de-
signed based on facts and not opinions.

“Linda’s top two passions were vet-
erans and education,” said her longtime 
colleague and DCVMA Education 
Committee member Karyn Confer. 
“Her vision of the memorial’s educa-
tion component was to get younger 
generations involved and out to not 
only see the memorial but know what it 
stands for and represents. She worked 
hard to make the memorial a part of 
curriculum-based education for all stu-
dents. Making the program, and even 
the bus, free of charge enables equal 
access to all students and schools.”

Confer said Houldin started every 

education component at the memorial 
by asking the students, “Did you ever 
have a dream?” She then told them how 
the dream to memorialize local soldiers 
came to fruition in the building of the 
memorial. 

Confer commented that the program 
is growing in leaps and bounds. The 
first year,  about 50 homeschooled 
students came to the memorial to par-
ticipate in the program. Celebrating its 
fifth year, the Memorial has now had at 
least 5,000 students who participated in 
the program. She said that fourth-grade 
teachers at Aston Elementary School 
said that their visit to the memorial was 
the most educational field trip that they 
had ever taken and that it was an amaz-
ing experience for the students. One 
11th-grade student from Ridley Town-
ship was so inspired by the program 
and her experience at the 

For more information on the Dela-
ware County Veterans Memorial and its 
Education Program, call 610-400-8722 
or visit DelcoVeteransMemorial.org.

We Salute Our VeteranS

MaryAnn McKenzie, CTC
PRESIDENT
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PEG DEGRASSA — DIGITAL FIRST MEDIA
Dennis Murphy, right, Delaware County Veterans Memorial Association vice presi-
dent, is interviewed by TV talk show host John Ricciuti at Radnor Studio 21.
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By Peg DeGrassa
pdegrassa@21st-centurymedia.com

For 18 years, the Media Theatre 
Veterans Alliance, a partnership of the 
Media Theatre and the Pennsylvania 
Veterans Museum, has held Veterans 
Night at the Media Theatre, an evening 
to honor veterans and get them together 
to share a meal and see a show.

This spring’s event brought out  
dozens of veterans to the theater, along 

with their families and friends. They 
enjoyed a light dinner upstairs at a 
private reception in the Crystal Room 
and then settled into their seats for a 
tribute ceremony honoring local World 
War II veteran Walter Kolimaga before 
the curtain rose for “Always … Patsy 
Cline.”

Kolimaga, a resident of Middletown 
Township, had tears in his eyes as fel-
low veterans Ed Buffman Sr., Arthur 
Burn and Bob McMahon stood on stage 

beside him and told those gathered 
about the honoree’s courageous and 
outstanding service as a U.S. Army 
combat soldier.

Kolimaga grew up in West Con-
shohocken and enlisted in the Army 
on Veterans Day, Nov. 11, 1943, at the 
age of 18. He attended basic training at 
Camp Croft in South Carolina and then 
sailed to England on July 1, 1944, with 
5,000 other GIs, heading to the Euro-
pean Theater. Their ship was a convert-
ed Italian cruise liner. Kolimaga had 
been trained as a rifleman and assigned 
to the 9th Division, 60th Regiment, 3rd 
Battalion.

After arriving, Kolimaga’s 60th 
Regiment joined the Normandy Beach 
invasion. They arrived in assault boats 
under cover of darkness, with German 
artillery firing all around them. They 
waded ashore, saddled with 90-pound 
backpacks. After several days of heavy 
fighting, the soldiers further advanced 
into France.

As the 60th Regiment advanced into 

610-639-4464/CELL
bspano35@verizon.net

www.genbutlerdet.org

BOB SPANO
PAYMASTER

GEN. S. D. BUTLER DETACHMENT
MARINE CORPS LEAGUE #741

P. O. BOX 184, NEWTOWN SQUARE, PA 19073

1528 HONEYSUCKLE COURT
WEST CHESTER, PA 19380
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Honoring Veterans

Media Theatre Veterans Alliance 
honors WWII vet Walter Kolimaga 

PEG DEGRASSA — DIGITAL FIRST MEDIA
Pictured on stage at the Media Theatre are, from left, veterans Ed Buffman Sr., 
Walter Kolimaga, Arthur Burn and Bob McMahon.

PEG DEGRASSA — DIGITAL FIRST 
MEDIA

(below) Color guard members Sal 
DeViato, Mike Fleming, Rich Micolucci 
and Tom Anderlonis stand on stage 
while Mae Weaver sings the national 
anthem.

mailto:pdegrassa@21st-centurymedia.com
mailto:bspano35@verizon.net
http://www.genbutlerdet.org
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Hedgerow Country, the soldiers dug 
their foxholes behind huge bushes. The 
men were extremely weary by then. 
One night, the Germans infiltrated their 
camp, and Kolimaga awoke to find a 
young German soldier standing before 
him. The soldier hit Kolimaga on the 
head and then slit his throat under 
his chin. The German left Kolimaga 
alive, and he was able to stop his own 
bleeding with medicated powder from 
his pouch. Frightened to leave his fox 
hole, he waited until the morning light 
and then learned that many soldiers 
had died in their fox holes. In that one 
night, the soldiers lost almost all of the 
company.

During the rest of that summer of 
1944, the 60th Regiment continued its 
march into Germany, facing heavy fire. 
Kolimaga was again wounded, this 
time by shrapnel, but continued going 
despite his pain. The 60th Regiment 
continued their campaign to Germany 
throughout the fall and winter of 1944, 
encountering brutal warfare. Losses 
were high. 

On March 7, 1945, the Ludendorff 
Bridge at the town of Remagen was 
captured. The 60th Regiment be-
gan crossing the bridge under heavy 
machine gun and artillery fire. At that 
time, Kolimago was engaged in battle 
in a small town nearby but was able to 
cross the Rhine River with eight of his 
fellow soldiers by using a small row-

boat that they found. He was overjoyed 
to reach the other side of the river and 
join the other American soldiers. The 
following week, on March 15, Ko-
limago was shot by a sniper in a church 
chapel, taking the hit in his left arm. He 
had to be operated on immediately and 
endured the surgery on the front line. 
The arm injury site became infected 
because a piece of his field jacket was 
left inside of the wound. Kolimago 
was evacuated to the 40th U.S. General 
Hospital in Paris for another surgery. 
He stayed in the hospital there for four 
months.

The war in Europe ended on May 
8, 1945. Kolimago was still hospital-
ized. On Dec. 3, Kolimago finally left 
France on a Liberty Ship and returned 
to Boston. On Dec. 16, 1945, Kolimago 
was discharged from the Army in In-
diantown Gap, Pa. He had participated 
in five major battles and campaigns 
—  Normandy, Northern France, Rhine-
land, Ardennes and Central Europe. He 
had been wounded three times.

Kolimago’s mother had been told 
her son was killed. The Army sent his 

dog tags to her. They also sent her a 
$10,000 life insurance check, which 
she never cashed because she had the 
gut feeling that her son was still alive. 
Her intuitive hunch proved to be cor-
rect when Kolimago walked in the door 
one day and gave his mom a big hug 
and kiss.

As a member of the World War II 
Greatest Generation, the highly es-
teemed Kolimago received the Purple 
Heart Medal three times, the Combat 
Infantry Badge, the European African 
Campaign Medal with five Bronze 
Battle Stars, the American Campaign 
Medal, the Good Conduct Medal, the 
World War II Victory Medal, the World 
War II Ruptured Duck Honorable 
Discharge Pin and the French Jubilee of 
Liberty Medal. 

After he came home, Kolimago 
married his wife, Lois, and raised a 
family of six. His wife was by his side 
at Media Theatre when he received the 
prestigious honor.

Kolimago is a member of American 
Legion Post 926 and VFW Post 3460 
in Media.

PEG DEGRASSA — DIGITAL FIRST 
MEDIA

World War II veteran Walter Kolimaga 
stands with his wife, Lois.
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By Peg DeGrassa
pdegrassa@21st-centurymedia.com

Former Delaware County resident Dave Tatum was the 
Veterans Night honoree this summer when the Media Theatre 
Veterans Alliance, a partnership of the Media Theatre and the 
Pennsylvania Veterans Museum, awarded the Vietnam vet-
eran  a special certificate thanking him for his years of heroic 
military and community service. 

Tatum’s wife of 42 years, Mary Ann, was at his side, as he 
accepted the award, saying in a voice laced with emotion, 
“This is a night that I will always, always remember.” 

Tatum, the 73rd veteran to receive an Alliance commenda-
tion in the past 18 years, was presented the award by veteran 
Ed Buffman, a co-founder of the Pennsylvania Veterans 
Museum, on the stage of the theater. Before the presentation, 
Tatum and his family and friends, as well as fellow veterans, 
were treated to a reception in the theater’s upstairs Crystal 
Room.

The Vietnam vet, a resident of Malvern,  grew up in Darby 
and enlisted in the U.S. Marine Corps when he was 17. His 

parents had to sign the papers for him to join. In 1965, Tatum 
headed to basic training at Parris Island, followed by more 
training at Camp Lejeune in North  Carolina and then Radio 
School in San Diego for a year, where he became a highly 
trained radio operator in Morse code.  

Tatum, attached to the 1st Battalion 9th Marines, was then 
sent to Okinawa.  Due to its high casualty rate, the battalion 
was nicknamed “The Walking Dead.” 

In 1967, the troop was helicoptered into the Mekong 
Delta in Vietnam where,  unfortunately, the Viet Cong were 
expecting them. Eight Marines in Tatum’s troop were killed 
in the first day there. Tatum was a part of an operation called 
“Deckhouse Five,” a U.S. Marine and Vietnam Marine op-
eration that took place in the Mekong Delta. The combined 
seabourne and helibourne force assaulted a Viet Cong area 
on the coast between CoChien and Ham Luong Beach. 

From there, Tatum was sent for jungle training in the Phil-
ippines before boarding a ship in the South China Sea, head-
ed to Da Nang, Vietnam, where he would become  part of the 
3rd Marine Division, 3rd Shore Party Battalion. Operating 
out of the Dong Ha Combat Base, Tatum became part of a 

Vietnam vet Dave Tatum honored 
at Media Theatre’s Veterans Night

PEG DEGRASSA — DIGITAL FIRST MEDIA
Vietnam War veteran Dave Tatum, far right, is honored at the Media Theatre. 
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helicopter support team, which would choose landing spots 
for helicopters to land to pick up the dead and wounded. 

Tatum’s 3rd Marine Division was sent to Con Thien, a Ma-
rine base only three miles from North Vietnam where fight-
ing was heavy, to prevent the North Vietnamese from cross-
ing into South Vietnam. During one of the battles, Tatum 
was photographed, and his photo appeared in Life Magazine. 
From there, Tatum engaged for almost two months in The 
Battle of Hill 861, the first battle of Khe Sanh, where the Ma-
rines suffered heavy losses.

In November 1968, Tatum contracted Malaria and was 
hospitalized for a month. In December, he was wounded in 
the leg by shrapnel. Tatum extended his tour of duty for an-
other six months, serving with the same troop and continuing 
in the field with helicopter support groups.  

Tatum finally left Vietnam after 18 months there, getting 
honorably discharged. Through his years of service, he had 
received the Purple Heart Medal, the Combat Action Ribbon, 
the National Defense Service Medal, the Vietnamese Service 
Medal with One Star, the Vietnam Campaign Medal, the 
Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry with Gold Star, the Presiden-
tial Unit Commendation and the Good Conduct Medal. 

After returning to civilian life, Tatum attended West Ches-
ter University, where he met his wife and earned his teach-
ing degree. The Tatums now have three children and seven 
grandchildren.

Tatum taught social studies and language arts at Upper 

Darby High School for 34 years. After he retired, Tatum 
taught 12 more years at Torah Academy in Wynnewood 
before retiring, once more, last year.  

While teaching, Tatum shared his military experience in 
Vietnam with the students and created a 10-year award-win-
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PEG DEGRASSA — DIGITAL FIRST MEDIA
Navy veteran Ed Buffman, left, presents an award to Vietnam 
War veteran Dave Tatum, second from left. Also on stage for 
the presentation are Army veteran Bill Lovejoy, second from 
right, and Media Mayor and veteran Bob McMahon, right.
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ning research project for students. They 
wrote biographies about the 185 men 
from Delaware County who were killed 
in Vietnam. 

Tatum is currently a member of the 
Vietnam Veterans of America Post 68 in 
Delaware County. 

As he stood on stage with his fellow 
veterans, Media Mayor and Vietnam 
veteran Bob McMahon, WWII  U.S. 
Navy Combat Veteran Ed Buffman and 
U.S. Army Veteran Bill Lovejoy, who 
was the director of Veterans Affairs in 
the County for 55 years, Tatum com-
mented, “This is such an incredible hon-
or. I don’t know if the word ‘wonderful’ 
has ever been said in the same sentence 
as ‘Vietnam,’ but tonight I’m making 
the exception. I can’t thank everyone 
enough for this wonderful night.”

Before being drowned out by a 
thunderous applause for Tatum by the 
audience, Buffman responded simply, 
“You rightly deserve it. You are a true 
American hero.”

http://www.BodyByFisherNow.com
mailto:joannpolarn@yahoo.com
http://www.kindheartedcare.com
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Russel “Rusty” Carter is a lifetime 
resident of Delaware County who at-
tended Penncrest High School for two 
years and spent the last two years at 
Springfield High School from his home 
on Orchard Road. 

Prior to his enlistment in the Armed 
Forces, Carter worked at the Rocky 
Run YMCA. He coached and mentored 
children and became deeply involved 
in the Teenage Leaders program. As 
a result of this experience, it was his 
dream to pursue a career working with 
children.

Before fulfilling his dream, Carter 
felt a strong desire to serve his country 
and in April of 2009, he enlisted in the 
Army. Upon completing his basic train-
ing in July of 2009, Carter volunteered 
to become a paratrooper with a goal of 
becoming a member of the elite 101st 
Airborne Division.

On May 12, 2010, Carter was 
deployed to Afghanistan. In July 2010 
while on a combat mission, his unit 
came under heavy enemy fire, and he 
was wounded. Fortunately, his body 
armor protected him from serious 
bodily harm. As the battle waged on, 
he received a severe concussion from 
incoming artillery fire. Carter was the 
recipient of the Purple Heart for the 
wounds he suffered. Upon recovery a 
month later, he rejoined his unit.

On Jan. 2, 2001, as his unit was 
returning to base from a night combat 
mission, Carter was manning the ma-

chine gun in the turret of the Humvee 
when the vehicle experience a sudden 
mechanical failure, which caused the 
vehicle to careen out of control and 
plunge over the side of  an unprotected 
bridge. The vehicle plunged 50 feet into 
a ravine before final impact with the 

river bed.
The five other soldiers in the vehicle 

sustained recoverable injuries. Carter, 
who was exposed it the gun turret, was 
not so fortunate.  As a result of the 
impact, Carter suffered several broken 
bones, serious lacerations to his face 
and skull and a devastateng complete 
C4 spinal separation.

Carter was medi-vacted to Germany 
where he underwent emergency spinal 
and neck operations. As a result of 
these extensive injuries, Carter is now 
paralyzed from the chest down, has 
no feelings from the elbow down and 
suffers from the after effects of his 
traumatic brain injury.

Despite these horrific life-altering 
injuries, Carter’s courageous and 
indomitable spirit is inspirational to 
all and encapsulates the strength and 
endurance of America.  

Russell “Rusty” L. Carter

mailto:tmcgarrigle@pasen.gov
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�

DELAWARE COUNTY VETERANS MEMORIAL
Be A Part of History

� Buy a Brick
� Scholarship Fund

In Honor of Linda M. Houldin
� EITC Donations
� Matching Gift Programs
� Planned Giving
� Operations Campaign
� Sponsorship/Naming Opportunities
� United Way Donor #50214

CASKET FLAG RAISING CEREMONIES

The public is invited to attend casket flag raising ceremonies held on the second Sunday of
each month from April through November. DCVMA is proud to have implemented this
tradition in 2015. If you have not experienced this tradition, we invite you to be a participant.
To reserve a ceremony for a specific Veteran please contact us at (610) 400 – 8722.

DELAWARE COUNTY VETERANS MEMORIAL ASSOCIATION
4599 West Chester Pike  Mailing Address: PO BOX 183

NEWTOWN SQUARE, PA 19073

Visit our website at www.DelcoVeteransMemorial.org for upcoming events

http://www.DelcoVeteransMemorial.org
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