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The newsletter is always available
online at www.pfb.com/berks

Thanks to those of you who have
opted to receive your newsletter
electronically. So far, 2% of our

members have agreed to stop their
paper/snail-mail newsletters. We
encourage you to help us move into
the 21st century by letting us know
that you want electronic only, or that
you’d still prefer the paper version.

Please e-mail
BerksCoFBnews@aol.com to let
us know your preference: paper

vs. email/online.

Berks County Farm Bureau
Board of Directors

President

Larry Gelsinger 610-678-0912

Vice President
Paul Hartman

Secretary/Treasurer
Robin Lincoln

Directors

Steve Burkholder _ _ _ _ _ 610-682-2871
Dorothy Wagner _ _ 610-689-5496
Joe Rosenbaum _ _ _ _ _ 610-323-4448
Kyle Mackes _ 610-914-5605
Bobby Tercha _ _ 610-682-4526
Charles Seidel _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 610-562-4137
Brennan Johns _ _ _ _ _ _ _. 484-955-1997
Harry Shaak _ _ __ 610-562-7298
George Moyer _ _ _ 717-933-8748
Governmental Relations Director
Craiglutz _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _| 610-678-0609

Women’s Leadership Committee Director
Your Name Here _ _Please Volunteer!

Young Farmer & Rancher
Rachael Kirkhoff _ 610-750-1531

CID/Newsletter Editor
Robin Lincoln 484-925-4132

Regional Organization Director
Ethan Howard..... 610 533 2558

State Director District 3
Howard Robinson 717-529-2508

MEMBERSHIP KICKOFF MEETING
Tuesday, December 11, 2018; 6:30pm
Hoss’ Restaurant

121 S Centre Ave
Leesport, PA 19533

Join us for food, fellowship and help with membership!!
New attendees call or text Paul Hartman: 484-955-8590

Policies approved at BCFB’s Annual Meeting held
September 28, 2018

State

1. We recommend the establishment of a licensing board for grain dealers and
brokers, which would also require bonding of members. Dealers and brokers
may choose to be unlicensed and unbonded, but farmers must be made aware of
the risks in dealing with unlicensed businesses.

2. We recommend that we oppose changes to Berks County Farmland preservation
guidelines. We oppose buffer zones to future growth areas, buffer zones for
water and sewer lines, and a one mile buffer zone for interstate highway exits.

3. We recommend that a person graduating with a trade school degree must acquire
three months of work experience in their field before obtaining their degree.

4. We recommend that insurance companies show discounts on their billing
statements for being a Farm Bureau member.

5. We recommend telemarketers be illegal.

6. We recommend tenants be responsible for their own past due electric bills not the
owners.

Berks
1. We recommend that Berks County take measures to insure that the Berks Heim
remains under County ownership and control.

National

1. We recommend that farmer members be included on committees of
USDA/PDA/Extension that are established to administer funds allocated to
research and control of the Spotted Lantern Fly.

2. We recommend that incentives both tax and otherwise, be made available for the
modernization and diversification of existing milk product processing plants.

3. We recommend that lab grown meat not be labeled as meat.

In memory of Phyllis Whitten her family has made a donation to BCFB.
We have sent that donation of $2,500 to the Ag Lab where it will be greatly
appreciated and utilized.
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Measure the Candidate

The Measure the Candidate night was held in October and it was

an opportunity for people to ask questions to the candidates.
was again a success!

Safety Contest 2018
“Check It Out First”

Coloring contest ages
4-6 Poster contest
ages 7-12.
Photography Contest
ages 13-18.

Entries must be
submitted to Berks
County by May 1st.
Full details along
with the coloring
page can be found online at: www.pfb.com/safety-contests
Entries can be given to any board member or mailed to: Robin
Lincoln 315 S Baumstown Rd., Birdsboro PA 19508

J B

Women's Leadership Committee 2=

It

ﬂ Nationwide’
is on your side

Kathy Barry *
Robesonia, PA
610-693-5000

Michael Davidheiser
Boyertown, PA
610-367-6095

Brian Hunsinger
Douglassville, PA
610-582-5204

David Koeffler
Reading, PA
610-929-9951

Berks County
Nationwide Agents
Richard McFeely Jeffrey Spotts *
Reading, PA Wyomissing, PA
610-777-2224 610-374-2911
Hugh McGinley Daniel Williams

Birdsboro, PA
610-582-2862

James McIntyre
Morgantown, PA
610-286-6170

Christine Ramsey
Shillington, PA
610-777-3258

Kutztown, PA
610-683-6823

David Wilson
Birdsboro, PA
610-582-9233

William Young
Reading, PA
610-779-8064

* Farm Certified

ME(_BusinEss sErvICES
3 " Servi -

FB Members’ Service Corporation

Continuing to Add New Services & Partnerships
Creating the Best Total Program of Its Kind

» Farm Management Service
« PFAFACCTS®
*» Write-up Services
» Benchmarking

» Payroll Services

Call 717.731.3517
www.mscbs.net

Services

* RFD Tax

» Consulting Services

* REAP Credit Resale

» Certified QuickBooks
ProAdvisor

Email: FMS@pfb.com

MSC Business Services Account Supervisors

Carl Ganster - 610-678-1816 David Mory - 610-419-0250
Vance Getz - 717-945-6645 Jason Seibert - 717-274-0217

SAFEMARK DEALERS
Kantner Tire Pikeville Zimmerman Farm
230 S. Franklin St Equipment Service
Shoemakersville 521 Oysterdale Rd 180 School House Rd
610-562-2567 Oley Bethel

610-987-6277

e o

fo Work for Youl

Firestone

F ARM T 1 R E S
THE LEADER IN THE FIELD

717-933-4114

Call for your nearest Safemark Dealer

717.944.1466

Visit us on the web at www.pafbsafemark.net/

? Confused by 2

healthcare options

Farm Bureau’s experienced and trained staff
are ready to help. At no cost to you, we can:

* Answer your questions

Customize and compare your options
« Work within your budget
* Help you make informed decisions

Knowledgeable. Helpful. Dedicated.

s e, For plan and rate information,

‘R * call 800.522.2375

www.pfb.com/healthservices
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Pennsylvania Farm Bureau knows you work hard for your

i .
Th ere s more 1'0 mem bers hl Pl money and your membership should too. To learn how to

N : get your share of $2.5 million in annual savings,
EXPerI ence lI.I“ e va I ve Of belo ng I ng see visit www.pfb.com/services for all the details.

. Tl e e a—— To redeem discounts, use the rqulreq codes, websites
and/or phone numbers found by logging into the Members

- AL L g Only website at www.pfbmembers.org.
/A HOTELS Al y www.pfbmembers.org.
THE LINCOLN ‘ CI:IOQ!(;E 7 HOTELS AN \
MOTOR COMPANY = SORTS
T Special Rate ID: 00209780 Corporate Rate: 8000002941 SAVE Even More ‘

800.258.2847 877.670.7088

Exclusive cash bonus toward the purchase or lease of with County Farm Bureau Local Discounts!

an eligible new vehicle, ¥500 off Ford, 5750 off Lincoln j‘;y longer withtgp 0 ZO%E;H reservations worldvide i
www. pfb.com/ford to download certificate Sl e O pfb.com/localdiscounts

Must be a member for 30+ days; rebate not always stackable,
some exclusions may apply

]HE ‘HEMRK“K Sweet savings of
RS T X  upto48% off summer

admission, PLUS discounts

Go online for a complete list of discounts offered by
locally-owned businesses right in your backyard.

25+ counties 250+ businesses

Must be a member for Code: 76215

@ JOHN DEERE 30+ days www.pfb.com/hersheypark  ON seasonal events too. Local discounts not offered in all counties.

) —— Only available at =

ecome a Rewards John Deere dealerships ) . Financial and Insurance

member for valuable equip- AVIS 7 BUdget

ment discounts, special wwwjohndeere.com/ W AWD Disc. Code: A298838  BCD Offer Code: Y775738 Ml TS psusiness senvices E%;"ﬂi’;ﬁ?:ﬂ;é?gswnh

parts SaVII’]gS & more farmbureau 800.331 '1 21 z 800.527.0700 PFB MEMBERS' SERVICE CORPORATION e 600 Combined years
www.avis.com/pafb www.budget.com/pafb 717.731.3517 of experience:

GRAINGER, Special pricing on select www.mscbusiness.net/

[ supplies for home, business

Account #: 855488417 & farm, PLUS free standard
www.grainger.com/farmbureau  ground shipping in the US.

* Payroll services

* Tax planning/preparation

* Accounting software &
computer leasing

* Business consulting

Get on the road with up to 25% off car rentals

g BUTTONWOOD Discover the great outdoors

CAMPGROUND  Wwith 25% off M-Th and10%

off weekends
www.buttonwoodcamp.com - Myst show membership card

Health and Wellness

— PFB Legal __  Mette, Evans & Woodside -
%ﬁrxiafm =  providing ag law expertise

""""""""" to members since 1976

¥ 5% cash back on the
nrg’ supply portion of your
Code: PFB-7650-085 electricity bil™

855.692.8330 SRy, Insurance coverage for your 717.232.5000
www.nrghomepower.com/PAFarm % most essemllal and . i
. comprehensive needs: Agricultural Loans:
Busi - * Dental and vision care PEB b il not b
@ Ag\zgteasgse Add up savings on office & * Individual, family and M&T Bank ' meam ers wl! no 1:e
janitorial supplies, technology, 800.522.2375 senior care Ty é ﬁ"fek aW“TIPP lfca“gnt ?IG-
Code: 1586181PHL printing services and more m ig}c\/?crgs * Group business 41, all Luke Walton for detalls.

www.StaplesAdvantage.com * Short term medical care

@ 'PNC Call Ken Darlington for

member specials.

— |
5 cent discount per gallon l Walue Up to 30% off MSRP
America's Propane Company of propane. Contact your C €a on all Starkey Hearing 610.593.7208

www.amerigas.com nearest location for details. 1.888.497.7447 Instruments

i vww.clearvaluehearing.com ﬂF[Rsr Call Blaine Fessler for
% Roll out a 25% discount on o L o : o member specials.
SHERWIN-WILLIAMS.  paint & supplies, with some 4 QWer’your prescriplion
% iFt)ems up tsao% off SCI&?;%VE' costs with 22% - 50% off 570.768.4209
(- .
Must show membership card ~ Exceptions may apply Code: Group 946 bra(?d T?me and generic BB 14 r0t BUREAL BANK
v scriptsave.com medications www.farmbureaubank.com

Vehicle & Equipment Loans, Credit Cards, Deposit Services

@ J'ffy lube Drive on with 10% savings on
Code: 11361045 products and services
National Fleet Discount

Farm and Business

CASE ’i’ Member rebates of ¥300 or

Nationwide® offers a variety of insur-
ance and financial services to Farm

/N Stodk up and save 7636 on T ¥500 on eligible fal;]m and| Bureau members including farm*,
MKSalesDirect. ) )
Qrec/com supplies for home & farm. To download certificate ;ﬂrgl;:;:gradors 3y tools auto*, home*, pet*, travel, power-

www.pfb.com/caseih

BAT. Save up to 2,500 on your

next CAT® ag construction
To download certificate equipment purchase
www.pfb.com/cat

Nationwide® sports, commercial and life insurance.
s ide p
s on Ir si 3
o *Select discounts may apply.

Free shipping on qualifying
orders over *99

Code: PFB15
www.mksalesdirect.com

AD&D Insurance: Group Accidental Death & Dismember-
ment policy for each qualified member in family. Immediate
value $1000. Annual increase $300 for consecutive renew-
als before January 1 each year to maximum $3100 value.

Member Publications
COUNTRY PPosiﬁver Lo
ennsylvania

FocCus y

Stay current on agissues  Stories about farming, food
and Farm Bureau news and destinations

Contact advertising coordinator for details. 5% off
advertising rates in PFB Publications

Top ag stories with savings

Lancaster T Farming o subscriptions
www.lancasterfarming.com  Renewals 10% off, Code: PAFB
New $10 off, Code: PAFB39

To learn more, contact your local Nationwide agent or visit
Nationwide.com/pfb.

*May not be available in all areas

Top quality chains, tires, L
S : twine and other necessities B2 Pennsylvania Farm Bureau

717.944.1466  for vehicle & farm* 510 S. 31st Street, PO. Box 8736

palhsalemark.ne Camp Hill, PA 17001-8736

A3 portion of annual dues covers a one-year subscription to a PFB publication. Farmer
("Reqular”) members receive 11 issues of the Country Focus newspaper and non-farmer

("Associate") members receive 6 issues of the bi-monthly Positively Pennsylvania N
magazine. Applicants selecting "farmer®, "part-time farmer" or *agribusiness" on the ‘m‘lORSELOVEIZ/mM 10% off tOp brands of 717.761.2740 | WWW. pfb com
Membership Application are classified as "regular” members, Should no box be checked BRI oy equment, tack and apparel 2 i i 1

and a farm name not be listed, member will be classified as "associate.” Please contact 1.8w.8-SAWLE for hO rse and slable

your county Farm Bureau with questions regarding membership classification MEmbEfShlp number quU/fEd u n iied ?ro i ng



IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

DATE EVENT LOCATION TIME
December 11 Membership Kickoff Meeting Hoss’, Leesport PA 6:30 pm
December 14 BCFB Board Meeting Berks Co Ag Center 7:30 pm
January 11 BCFB Board Meeting Berks Co Ag Center TBD
February 8 BCFB Board Meeting Berks Co Ag Center TBD
March 8 BCFB Board Meeting Berks Co Ag Center 7:00 pm
March 29 Spring Banquet Ag Center 6:45 pm
Donate unperishables for Harvest For All.
June Night at the Fightin Phils

Tickets can be picked up at March Banquet

Governor Signs Bill to Give Farmers
Greater Opportunity for Input on
Environmental Regulations

A Pennsylvania Farm Bureau-supported bill that would give
animal agriculture representatives more opportunity to offer
input on proposed environmental regulations is now law.

Gov. Tom Wolf recently signed Senate Bill 1171. The bill,
sponsored by Sen. Michele Brooks of Crawford County, adds
two concentrated animal feeding operation (CAFO)
representatives to the Department of Environmental
Protection’s Agricultural Advisory Board and clarifies that two
appointees to the State Conservation Commission’s Nutrient
Management Advisory Board must be CAFO permit holders.
The bill also requires that all regions of the state are
represented on the Nutrient Management Advisory Board.
State agencies will also be required to present a wider range of
regulatory issues to the Agricultural Advisory Board,
including draft permit changes and technical guidance
documents.

Both boards offer input related to proposed environmental and
nutrient regulations that affect agriculture.

PFB Advocates to Clear the Way for
Association Health Plans

Pennsylvania Farm Bureau and other advocates recently met
with Pennsylvania Insurance Commissioner Jessica Altman to
advocate for the removal of barriers preventing Farm Bureau
and similar organizations from being able to offer group
health insurance in Pennsylvania.

In June, the U.S. Department of Labor finalized a rule that
would make it easier for industry organizations to offer group
health plans to their members, including certain sole
proprietors and small employers. Such plans would be able to
take advantage of the cost savings afforded to larger
employers with group plans.

However, Pennsylvania organizations cannot yet take advantage
of so-called association health plans due to Altman’s
interpretation of state and federal law. Adding to the uncertainty

a federal lawsuit from several state attorneys general, including
Pennsylvania Attorney General Josh Shapiro, challenging the
legality of the final rule is currently pending a decision.

Nonetheless, PFB has made advocating for association health
plans a priority. The organization has also retained outside
legal counsel to provide advice on health insurance matters
and assist with that advocacy.

PFB offered group health insurance to members for nearly 40
years but had to stop in 2014 due to implementation of the
Affordable Care Act. The organization hopes to be able to once
again offer group plans to provide its members with high-
quality insurance. In the meantime, Farm Bureau members can
currently sign up for group dental and vision insurance through
PFB Health Services and the division can help members find
high-quality medical insurance that best fits their needs.

Farm Bureau Asks Court to Block
WOTUS Nationwide

Farm Bureau is asking a federal district court in Georgia to
expand nationwide its order blocking the controversial Waters
of the U.S. rule from going into effect as the Environmental
Protection Agency works to repeal and rewrite the regulation.

Rulings by that court—and two others in North Dakota and
Texas—have blocked WOTUS from taking effect in certain
states. But in 22 states, including Pennsylvania, the rule is
technically in effect, although it’s uncertain whether the rule
will be enforced in those states.

EPA had sought to delay the effective date of the regulation as
it worked through the process of repealing and replacing it.
However, the delay was struck down by federal district court in
South Carolina, which ruled that the agency did not follow
proper procedures.

The 2015 WOTUS rule would potentially subject an estimated
98 percent of Pennsylvania land to federal water regulations.
Farm Bureau believes the rule attempts to regulate land areas
well beyond what is allowed by federal law and has advocated
for replacing it with one that protects water quality without
trampling on landowners’ rights.



