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Brady Petree
Franklin Free Press

On Veterans Day each year we thank and honor those
who have served in our nation’s military in some form.

In addition to honoring our nation’s soldiers and military
personnel, this Veterans Day local VFW post #5184 hon-
ored others that have helped both protect and serve their
community.

Post 5184 hands out a few different awards for posi-
tions such as Teacher of the Year, Firefighter of the Year,
Law Enforcement Officer of the Year, as well as an award
for the best Veterans Day speeches from two students
with Russellville City Schools.

This year’s winners were presented with their awards
during a Veterans Day ceremony held at the A.W. Todd
Centre following the parade in downtown Russellville on
Sunday, November 11. The ceremony was attended by
numerous local veterans, as well as first responders and
others.

Bill Jackson is president of the local VFW Post, which
takes in submissions from local fire departments, police
departments, and the city and county school systems in
Franklin County. Jackson says that the VFW post has
received an outpouring of support from the community
and the sponsors that made the event possible.

“We had great support this year from the community,
and we had a lot of great help from all of our sponsors,”
Jackson said. “We are very proud of the community and
of the winners of each of our awards as well. They each
showed their true patriotism through different acts, and
we thought they really did a great job.”

Johnston brings parental point
of view to Franklin County BOE

VFW honors award winners at
annual Veterans Day reception

See ‘AWARD,’ Page 8

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

For Kacey Hester Johnston, last Tuesday’s election results both surprised
and humbled her. 

Johnston, who ran as an independent candidate, defeated former Franklin
County Board of Education District Five member and Democratic nominee
Ralph Winchester 804 votes to 454. There was no Republican candidate in
the race.

Johnston won four of the five boxes that comprise District Five, with victo-
ries in Red Bay, Pleasant Site, Halltown and in absentee voting. Winchester
carried the Frankfort box 24-12. 

“I was very honored and humbled that we could get that kind of number,”
Johnston said. “It was a surprise. Mr. Winchester worked really hard, and we
did too. But it was definitely a surprise. Those were some good numbers.”

See ‘JOHNSTON,’ Page 3 Kacey Hester Johnston

“We had great support this year from the community,
and we had a lot of great help from all of our sponsors,”
Jackson said. “We are very proud of the community and
of the winners of each of our awards as well. They each
showed their true patriotism through different acts, and

we thought they really did a great job.”



“In Memory of our loved ones...”

brought to you by Atkins Marble and Granite Works
and Franklin Memory Gardens
Thelma Hightower Dobbs, Tuscumbia, age 82

Died Thursday, November 15, 2018. Funeral held at Fulton Bridge Baptist
Church in Hamilton. Interment in Fulton Bridge Church Cemetery. Pinkard

Funeral Home of Russellville assisted the family.

Collins Rae Howard, Russellville, age 5 months
Died Wednesday, November 14, 2018. She was the daughter of Nicholas and
Kendra Clement Howard of Russellville. A private graveside service was held

at Franklin Memory Gardens. Pinkard Funeral Home assisted the family.

*Sale good November 14
through November 20*

Value
Chicken Fingers
$12.99 / 5-lb. bag

Country Style
Pork Ribs $1.99 lb.

Pillsbury
Biscuits
$4.99 / 20-ct.

Fresh Lean

Ground Beef
$2.19 lb.

fam. pack

New York

Strip
Steaks

$5.99 lb.

Boston Butt

Pork Roast
$1.39 lb.

2/pk.

Boneless

Sirloin Tip
Roast

$3.59 lb.

Fieldstone

Whole
Smoked Hams

$1.59 lb.

Smoked

Sliced Bacon
$3.99 lb.
fam. pk.

10-

Zeigler Whole
Smoked Hams $3.69 lb.

Register to Win a FREE 18-20 lb.
Ham for Thanksgiving!

To Be Given Away Nov. 21st!
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‘JOHNSTON,’ from page 1

NAMC prepares to move facility in just one day
Submitted to the FFP

Construction is finishing up at North Alabama
Medical Center (NAMC), and the new facility is
almost ready for patients to move in.

The one-day moving plan is in place to transport
operations from existing location, Eliza Coffee
Memorial Hospital (ECM) at South Marengo
Street, to NAMC’s location on Veterans Drive.
Hospital leaders have been planning the move for
about a year, creating a detailed process to
ensure the move is seamless.

Move manuals have been created for managers
and directors at NAMC to follow, informing every-
one of their specific roles and responsibilities on
the day of the move. Simulated moves will take
place before December 6 to identify areas in the
plan that may need improvement. Table-top drills
have already begun to assist managers and direc-
tors in preparation for the operations of the move.

On December 6, 30 ambulances will assist in

transporting patients, starting at 8 a.m.
“Along with patients, we’ll also be transporting

some equipment on move day,” said Mike
Howard, Chief Operating Officer at North Alabama
Medical Center. “Over the past five years, we’ve
made capital investments of $5-$6 million each
year. Most all of the equipment we purchased is
on wheels, like beds and IV poles, because we
knew we were going to make the move to NAMC.

“Each item will be tagged at ECM Hospital with
the exact location it will be taken to at North
Alabama Medical Center. This entire process is
carefully orchestrated and dictated.”

Prior to the move, each manager is responsible
for training their staff on the general layout of the

new hospital, as well as entrances, parking, where
to clock in, and where supplies will be located.
Individual training on all new equipment will also
begin prior to the move.

“On December 6, ECM Hospital will be fully
staffed, and small teams will be staffed at NAMC,”
Howard said. “As a nurse’s patients are loaded
into an ambulance at ECM Hospital, the nurse will
drive to NAMC and be prepared to receive their
patients.”

On move day, managers will be manning a com-
mand center at each facility in order to keep track
of every patient and employee. Once everyone is
out of the building, hospital administration will do a
final walkthrough, then lock the doors to Eliza
Coffee Memorial Hospital.

North Alabama Medical Center looks forward to
a smooth process and an exciting opening day,
when world-class care will be available to the
Shoals in the most technologically advanced facil-
ity the area has ever had.

North Alabama Medical Center looks forward to
a smooth process and an exciting opening day,
when world-class care will be available to the
Shoals in the most technologically advanced

facility the area has ever had.

Johnston will be part of the board at its next meeting, set for November 27.
She and her husband Hugh have three boys, two who attend Red Bay
School and a baby. She joins Shannon Oliver as the two board members
who have children currently enrolled in Franklin County Schools.

“I’m living the school calendar. We’re living the school handbooks. As par-
ents, we live by that school calendar and abide by the rules of the handbook,”
Johnston said. “When you’re already actively involved in those things, it
allows you a different perspective in making decisions as a board member.”

Johnston works as a clinical dietitian nutritionist. She is a Red Bay native
and the daughter of Alton and Donna Hester.

Johnston filed paperwork to run as an independent candidate because she
wanted as many people of District Five as possible to have a say in who rep-
resents them on the Franklin County Board of Education. 

When Winchester defeated board member Mike Shewbart in the June 2018
Democratic Primary, he won with only 176 votes, as most Red Bay residents
chose to vote in the Republican Primary.

“Only a small handful of citizens of District Five chose the board member
nominee in June, and I believed we needed another option,” Johnston said.
“The qualifying deadline to run in the party primaries had passed, so I chose
to run as an independent.”

Johnston served as Red Bay Parent Teacher Organization president last
year. She built positive working relationships with Red Bay administrators,
something she hopes will benefit her as a board member.

“I want to be approachable and available to parents as a board member. I
love it when people  bring new ideas and ways for improvement,” Johnston
said. “I like when people bring positive ideas of things we can do rather than
just negative things about our schools.

“As PTO president, I built relationships with our administrators, who I think

do a great job, so serving as a board member is sort of a continuation of that.
We worked last school year on projects and brought ideas to the principals,
so I already had a good relationship with them. Being PTO president opened
that up for me to feel comfortable to pursue those ideas.”

Johnston believes the passage of the 30-year one-cent sales tax will open
up opportunities to improve physical facilities in Franklin County Schools.

“I want to make decisions as a board member that benefit the entire coun-
ty but at the same time make sure District Five in Red Bay is well taken care
of,” Johnston said. “Red Bay School is old. The buildings are old, and the
classrooms are small, so I know some people feel like there’s room for
improvement there.

“The passing of that tax was necessary to get any kind of capital improve-
ments accomplished at Red Bay.”

Months before November 6 Election Day, Johnston was already familiariz-
ing herself with the duties of board members.

“In July, I met with Mr. [Greg] Hamilton. He gave me a copy of the rules and
responsibilities of school board members and the superintendent,” Johnston
said. “I asked for that information because I want to make sure I’m doing my
job as a board member properly. Mr. Hamilton said our job is to make sure
he’s doing his job. I want to support our superintendent and our administra-
tors. I love the principals we have here at Red Bay and want to support
them.”

Hamilton called Johnston after the Election Day results were in to offer his
congratulations.

“She brings the viewpoint of not only a board member, but a parent with
children in our district, so she’s invested two ways,” Hamilton said. “I look for-
ward to a continued positive working relationship with our board of education
and Mrs. Johnston.”

Chase Sparks, new owner of
Russellville Florist and Gifts, recently

hosted a Grand Opening and
Ribbon Cutting as part of his

Christmas Open House. Sparks
purchased the business earlier this
year. Russellville Florist and Gifts is
located in the Franklin Shopping

Center on Highway 43 in Russellville
and is open Monday-Friday from
9 a.m.-5 p.m. and Saturday from

9 a.m.-noon. For telephone orders,
call 256-332-7771, or visit them on
Facebook. At Russellville Florist &
Gifts, you’ll find live and silk floral
arrangements, gifts and holiday

items, including a large Christmas
inventory.

Grand Opening



It’s the most wonderful time of the year, which
means holiday shopping is underway! If you’re a
spender like me, your head is spinning with all
the upcoming festivities. The holidays are such a
magical time of year, but I think we can all agree
they’re not so magical for our wallets. 

It’s easy to lose sight of what matters during
this special season and feel pressured to over-
spend. But it is possible to enjoy the holidays
and not let them turn into a debt hangover in
January. Here are a few ways you can save this
holiday season and still enjoy your time: 

•Make a Christmas budget.
Overspending is easy to do when you don’t

make a plan for your money. We know Christmas
is on December 25 every year. Your Christmas
will be less stressful—and more festive—if you
create a budget ahead of time and plan for your
purchases. I like using the EveryDollar app. You
can list out all your Christmas expenses, includ-
ing the gifts you want to buy for people, and track
your budget on the go! 

•Set expectations early with your kids.
Discontentment happens when kids expect the

whole toy store under the tree and only receive
three or four gifts. Make sure their expectations
are realistic long before Christmas morning. If a
new bike’s not in the budget, let them know.

•Make a list and check it twice.
Who doesn’t love giving gifts to their loved

ones? It’s so much fun, but those expenses can
add up. Make a list of everyone you want to buy

for and assign a dollar amount to
each person. And stick to it! If you
can’t afford to buy a gift for some-
one, there are lots of free holiday
activities to enjoy together. Spend
some quality time with them
instead. I promise you, they will
appreciate that just as much, if not
more! 

•Remember what the holidays are
about.

There is a lot of pressure around the holidays.
But don’t lose sight of what really matters this
season, and that is spending time with the peo-
ple you love. Ten years from now it won’t matter
who got what gift or what party you went to.
What will matter most are the memories you cre-
ate with the people closest to you. 

I promise you, the holiday season will be much
less stressful if you figure out how much you
have to spend and set some boundaries!  Come
spring, when you start planning that family vaca-
tion, you’ll be thankful you aren’t still paying off
Christmas debt. And if you want your holidays to
be truly merry, focus on spending time with family
and less on stuff! 

As a #1 New York Times best-selling author
and host of The Rachel Cruze Show, Rachel
helps people learn the proper ways to handle
money and stay out of debt. She’s authored
three best-selling books, including Love Your
Life, Not Theirs and Smart Money Smart Kids,
which she co-wrote with her father, Dave
Ramsey. You can follow Cruze on Twitter and
Instagram at @RachelCruze and online at
rachelcruze.com, youtube.com/rachelcruze or
facebook.com/rachelramseycruze.

Rachel
Cruze
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Thanksgiving is here, and then...
Christmas decorations...and that
must include that all-important cen-
terpiece, the Christmas tree.
Whether your tree comes out of a
field or a box, be sure to keep safe-
ty in mind.

Natural trees should be kept alive
and fresh. A living tree stays green
longer and makes it less likely to act
as dry kindling that can easily catch
fire. If you will be buying a precut
tree, make sure it is freshly cut.
Touch the needles and branches to
see if a significant amount comes
off in your hand. Lightly bang the
base of the tree on the ground. If
many needles fall off, the tree is not
fresh. If the tree is fresh, you should
be able to smell the tree’s fragrance
easily.

Also, test the limbs to see if you
think they are sturdy enough to hold
the weight of ornaments. The tree
should be a dark green color all
over with no areas of brown nee-
dles. Check to be sure that the bot-
tom of the tree trunk is sticky with
resin. Needles should also not
break when bent between your fin-
gers.

Before erecting your tree, cut
about two inches off the bottom of
the trunk. This will allow it to absorb

water and stay fresh
longer. Make sure
there is water in the
pan at all times.

Of course, many
folks have opted for
artificial trees. This is
a much neater option
with no needle-shed-
ding, no daily watering and no dis-
posal issues. Your tree should be
rated as fire-resistant and be tagged
accordingly. 

Artificial trees have really evolved
in appearance, safety and function-
ality. Current models may even be
controlled by an app on your phone
to play music and provide amazing
light shows.

Prelit trees provide evenly spaced
lights already placed in the tree.
Choose LED lights for brightness,
safety and durability.

Tree placement is another impor-
tant decision. Keep your tree in an
area where it won’t be knocked over
or ornaments knocked off and bro-
ken or stepped on. Very large trees
should be anchored to the wall with
wire and a small eyebolt. Keep elec-
trical cords tucked away to prevent
tripping or danger to children and
pets.

113 Washington Ave. NW
Russellville, AL 35653
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Don’t be stressed this Christmas!

Overspending is easy to do when you don’t make
a plan for your money. Your Christmas will be less

stressful—and more festive—if you create a
budget ahead of time and plan for your purchases.

See ‘TREE,’ Page 5



‘TREE’ from page 4

Home warranties?

Dear Dave,
Are home warranties a waste of

money if I’ve been following your
plan and already have six months of
expenses set aside in an emer-
gency fund, plus home insurance?

Andrea

Dear Andrea,
Home warranties are a waste of

money even if you don’t have quite
that much set aside in an emer-
gency fund. I recommend an emer-
gency fund of three to six months of
expenses to cover the unexpected
things that life will throw at you. This
amount of cash, sitting in a good
money market account with check-
writing privileges, will give you easy
access in the event of a financial
emergency. 

I don’t recommend extended war-
ranties of any kind. They’re just not
a good deal. You’re better off self-
insuring against things breaking
down and putting what would have
been profit and marketing dollars for
the extended warranty company in
your own pocket!

Dave

Put retirement on hold
temporarily

Dear Dave,
Should I stop making contributions

to my 401(k) account for a year in
order to save up an emergency
fund? Thanks to you, I’m 33 and
debt-free.

Blake

Dear Blake,
Congratulations on being debt-free

at such a young age! I appreciate
the credit, but the truth is I just
pointed you in the right direction.
You made the sacrifices and did all
the hard work. I’m proud of you!

Yes, my advice is to temporarily
stop making contributions to your
401(k) until you save up an emer-
gency fund of three to six months of
expenses. It shouldn’t take a year,
though, to set aside an emergency
fund if you’re debt-free and making
decent money at your job. Just
make it part of your monthly budget
plan and get that emergency fund
set up in a few months.

Here’s the way I look at it. If you
don’t have an emergency fund, but
you’re contributing to a 401(k),
there’s a good chance you’ll end up
cashing out your 401(k) if something
happens that leaves you with a
large, unexpected bill. When you
cash out a 401(k) early, you get hit
with a penalty plus your tax rate.
That’s not a good plan!
And that’s just one of the reasons I
tell people to have an emergency
fund in place before they start
investing.

Dave
*Dave Ramsey is CEO of Ramsey

Solutions. He has authored seven
best-selling books, including The
Total Money Makeover. The Dave
Ramsey Show is heard by more
than 14 million listeners each week
on 600 radio stations and multiple
digital platforms. Follow Dave on the
web at daveramsey.com and on
Twitter at @DaveRamsey.
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Keep all trees away from sources of heat. A floor vent that blows heated
air onto a real tree will dry it out in no time, and, of course, open flames of
any kind are dangerous around a real tree.

Nothing says “welcome home” like a beautiful Christmas tree as you greet
family and guests. Have a happy and safe one, and remember, help is just
around the corner at your local hardware store.

Wood-Thompson Insurance
130 N Jackson Ave. Russellville 

256-332-1381
Mon-Tues-Thur-Fri 8am-5pm

Wed 8am-noon • Sat 9am-noon



Don’t forget to visit us online at www.franklinfreepress.net!

The Russellville Police Department will again be participating with the
Russellville Fire Department in the SANTA ASSISTANCE Program.

Applications can be picked up at Russellville Police Department from 8 a.m. to 3:30
p.m. The deadline to turn in applications for this year’s assistance program will be
November 23, 2018. Pick-up dates for this year will be December 20-22.

Russellville Masonic Lodge 371 is selling Thanksgiving hams. Hams
are $30 and may be pre-ordered by calling 256-810-1970. Pickup will

be Wednesday, November 21 from 8-10 a.m. at the Lodge on Coffee Street.

Antioch C.M.E. Church’s Outreach Community Ministry will host a
FREE chicken stew meal for the community this Saturday, November

24 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at  the Canteen in downtown Russellville. Please come
enjoy a bowl and be blessed! Call 256-874-4105 for more information.

Russellville FUMC hosts a men’s and a women’s Step Study on
Sundays from 3-5 p.m. A step study guides you through a process of

discovery and recovery over your hurts, hang-ups and habits. Everyone is welcome!

For anyone with the courage to be honest about life’s hurts, habits and
hang-ups, First United Methodist Church of Russellville will host

Celebrate Recovery! on Tuesday nights with supper at 6 p.m., large group
at 6:30 and small groups at 7:30. Free childcare provided. Church is located at 311
North Jackson Avenue. Come and join us!

Holly Day will be December 1 from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. at the A.W. Todd
Centre. Admission is $5.00 and includes a slice of pizza and canned

drink, cookie decorating, games, entertainment and a visit with Mr. and Mrs. Claus!

Franklin County Christmas parades will be held according to the fol-
lowing schedule (all begin at 6 p.m.): Red Bay, December 3; Vina,

December 4; Russellville, December 6; Phil Campbell, December 13.

If you are interested in the study of the Civil War and have an ancestor
who was in the Confederate Army, join the Sons of Confederate

Veterans. Meetings are held the first Thursday of each month (except January and
July) at 6 p.m. at the Russellville Rec Center. Next meeting will be December 6. The
SCV is the direct heir of the United Confederate Veterans and the oldest hereditary
organization for male descendants of Confederate soldiers. Organized at Richmond,
VA in 1896, the SCV continues to serve as a historical, patriotic and non-political
organization dedicated to ensuring that a true history of the period from 1861-1865
is preserved. Membership in the SCV is open to all male descendants of any veteran
who served honorably in the Confederate Armed Forces. Membership can be
obtained through either direct or collateral family lines, and kinship to a veteran must
be documented genealogically. Join us for the celebration of our heritage! The min-
imum age for membership is 12. Call 1-800-MYDIXIE or 256-324-2317.

The Kerry Gilbert Band will perform a benefit concert at the Roxy
Theatre in Russellville on Saturday, December 8 at 7 p.m. General

admission seating. Doors open at 6 p.m. Tickets are $10 for adults, $5 for children
ages 6-12, and free for children under 6. Call 256-335-4356. The KGB will be the
featured act at a show sponsored by the Franklin County Arts Council at the Roxy
on the second Saturday of each month.

The next meeting for American Legion Post 64 will be Thursday,
December 13 at 7 p.m. at the Franklin County Chamber of Commerce.

Dinner will be served at 6:30 p.m.

The NACOLG SenioRx Medication Assistance Program supplies free
and low-cost medications for anyone in Alabama with a disability or

a chronic illness, regardless of age, that requires daily medication. Medicare recipi-
ents may also be eligible. For more information, contact NACOLG SenioRx today.
There is no charge for this service. Call 1-800-AGELINE (1-800-243-5463) or 256-
389-0530. This program is in partnership with the state of Alabama and Alabama
Department of Senior Services.

Mountain Valley Hee Haw features live music every Saturday night.
Show time is 6 p.m. Free admission. No alcohol or drugs. From

Russellville, take 243 to Hwy. 79, turn right, go 1/4 mile, third building on left. For
more information, please call 256-332-5479 or 256-810-4840.

New Life Ministries invites you to join them for Sunday School at 10
a.m. on Sunday mornings and for worship services on Sundays at 11

a.m. and 5 p.m. and Wednesday nights at 7 p.m. On the first Sunday of each month,
there will be a fellowship lunch after morning services. You and your family are
invited to come worship and fellowship with the Lord of Hosts and his children. New
Life Ministries is located on Hwy. 24 west toward Red Bay, behind Tompkins Feed.

TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) weight loss support group meets
each Monday evening at 6 p.m. at the Russellville Recreation Center.

Weigh-ins begin at 5:30 p.m. Everyone is welcome to drop in for a free meeting visit.
Call 256-446-5962 or 256-412-2855 for more information.

Village Square Apartments in Russellville host George’s Country Boys
each Monday night from 6-8 p.m. for some Gospel and Country

singing. Come join in the fun!





This year’s winner of the Firefighter of the Year award was Justin Shane
Mansell, a firefighter with the Russellville Fire Department. Mansell started
his career with the Russellville Fire Department in 2001. He and his wife
Elisha and have three children.

During his time with the Russellville Fire Department, Mansell has received
numerous training and certifications. Some of the certifications include
becoming a fire inspector, fire investigator, hazardous material tech, and res-
cue technician, among others.

In addition to serving with the Russellville Fire Department, Mansell has
also served as a volunteer firefighter with the East Franklin Volunteer Fire
Department for 24 years. In addition to his tremendous work as a firefighter,
Mansell also serves as an official for many local fishing tournaments and is
an active member helping out with the Wounded Warriors program.

One of the defining reasons that Mansell was nominated for this award was
partially due to his actions during a fishing tournament. On March 11, 2017,
Mansell performed CPR on a participant at one of the fishing tournaments
and very likely saved the participant’s life due to his actions.

Law Enforcement Officer of the Year was awarded to state trooper Jeremy
K. Baker of Sheffield. Before beginning his career in Law Enforcement as a
state trooper, Baker served in the United States Marine Corps for four years
from 1996-2000. Baker served overseas in Bosnia, South Korea, Ukraine
and around the Mediterranean Sea.

After Baker finished his service in the Marine Corps, he became an
Alabama State Trooper in 2002, and he obtained his business degree from
Athens State University in 2006. In addition to serving as a state trooper,
Baker also has been a member of the Lauderdale County Children’s council
since 2014 and is a Sunday School teacher at Killen United Methodist
Church.

Baker also has a long list of accomplishments during his time as a state
trooper, some of which include becoming a traffic homicide investigator
(2003), traffic crash reconstructionist( 2005), North Alabama Major Accident
Investigation Team (2011), and APOSTC Crash Investigation Instructor
(2015). 

The VFW Teacher of the Year award winner was Kyle Taylor from
Russellville High School. Taylor has been a teacher and a coach for 13 years

and currently teaches U.S. government to high school students. He has
taught about the principles of government and civics to more than 1,800 stu-
dents to date.

Taylor’s grandfather served in World War II and was a part of the storming
of the beaches of Normandy. Not only does Taylor teach about the basics of
government, but he also prompts each student to register to vote. Taylor also
teaches a Sunday School class at a local church and currently assists the
Russellville junior varsity and varsity football programs.

The Veterans Day Speech winners were judged by two retired army
Colonels, and there were two seperate winners. One winner participated in a
ninth-grade-and-under group, and the other participated in a ninth-grade-
and-up group. One group had to do a CD on a predetermined topic given to
them, along with an essay, while the other group was tasked with writing a
300-word essay.

In addition to receiving their award, the recipients of the Police Officer and
Firefighter of the Year each received an engraved pocket knife, as well as a
check to use at their discretion. The Teacher of the Year winner also received
a check for $100 to use however they see fit. 

Send your creative
submissions to us at
franklinfreepress@

yahoo.com.

‘AWARD’ from page 1

Happy 50th
birthday to one
of the greatest
creations of this

century!
We love you mom!

- Latosha,
Britnee, AJ
and Amber

Fifty & Fabulous
YOULANDER ELLIOTT

November 19, 1968

COURTESY PHOTO
VFW Law Enforcement Officer of the Year Jeremy Baker of Sheffield is
pictured above (front row, second from left) with a few of his fellow
state troopers.
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COURTESY PHOTOS
The Grand Master’s Traveling Gavel is an award passed among

Blue Lodges under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of the State
of Alabama. The lodge that currently holds the GMTG will present
the gavel to the Lodge with the most visitors at their next meeting,
and so forth. The goal is to circulate this gavel to as many lodges as
possible, then present it as a parting gift to the Grand Master at the
following year’s Grand Lodge Annual Communication. After that
event, a new gavel will be placed into circulation and will ultimate-
ly be presented to the next Grand Master at the end of his year as
Most Worshipful Grand Master. Burleson Lodge #143 had the travel-
ing gavel and passed it onto Russellville Lodge #371 on October 22
(see photo below). Burleson Lodge members present included Neil
“Gator” Canida (Worshipful Master), Lee Gober (Secretary) and Bill
Lindsey (Chaplain). Russellville Lodge members present included
Scotty Hovater (Worshipful Master), Scott Adcock (Secretary),
Milford “Mousey” Brown (Chaplain), Jeff “Lewis” Allen, Wiley Beam,
JO Taylor, Randy Mansell, Andrew “Drew” Mansell, Doug Reed, Bill
Fuller, O’Neal King, Don Epperson, Heath Isom, Rodney Allen and
Aaron Pennington.

Congratulations to the Brothers from Washington Lodge #36 on
obtaining the Grand Masters Traveling Gavel recently from
Russellville Lodge #371. Pictured at left are Scotty Hovater from
Lodge 371 (wearing hat) and Rick Bjosh, Joel Edwurgt, Bobby Stults,
Tom Morgan and Len Brown from Lodge 36.

Passing the Gavel

Submitted to the FFP

From Rogersville to Russellville, local groups will
be decorating Christmas trees at the Tennessee
Valley Museum of Art.

Their trees—nine in total—will be displayed at
the “Trees of Christmas 2018,” which opens at 9
a.m. on Friday, November 30 and runs through
Christmas Eve. The exhibit is open from 9 a.m.-5
p.m. Monday through Friday; 10 a.m.-2 p.m. on
Saturday, December 8 and December 22; and 1-3
p.m. on Sundays. Christmas Eve hours are 10
a.m.-2 p.m. Admission is $5 for adults and $3 for
students and free on Sundays. Group rates are
available for groups of 15 or more.

The “Trees of Christmas” is an annual exhibition
featuring a display of nine 12-foot-tall live fir trees
decorated by area civic clubs, groups, schools,
businesses or individuals, pulling from a variety of
styles, ideas and the cultural history of the
Shoals. Each tree is special, with unique decora-
tions and out-of-the-ordinary ornaments.

The line-up of decorators this year includes
Shoals Christian School, Natchez Trace Parkway
Association, Franklin County and City of
Russellville Bicentennial Committee, The Roy
Herston Family, Tennessee Valley Educational
Talent Search at Northwest-Shoals Community
College, Kathy Gamble, Colbert & Franklin Co. 4-
H Program, Martha Couch and the Russellville
Elementary fifth-grade class.

Buffie Ozbirn, who will be decorating for the
Franklin County and City of Russellville
Bicentennial Committee, said this will be her third
time decorating a tree, going back to her first time
decorating one when she was in high school.

“I like that you get to represent your theme, and
I try to make ours educational, too,” she said. “You
have to gather everything and have it all suit a
theme. I really enjoy that process, and, of course,
we love to share our work. We’re so excited about
our bicentennial, and can’t wait to share it.”

Shoals Christian’s theme is “One Holy Night,”
and their tree will focus on the story of the nativity.

Natchez Trace Parkway Association are calling
their tree “Tracing the Journey of Southern
Discovery,” which will reflect the history, culture,
nature and fitness opportunities provided by the
Trace. The Roy Herston Family of Rogersville will
have the theme of “Cooking Up a Merry
Christmas,” reflecting their Christmas traditions.

Tennessee Valley Educational Talent Search at
Northwest-Shoals Community College’s tree will
be called “College Bound” and represent the trips
and opportunities their students have had this past
year. Kathy Gamble will be decorating her tree in
memory of Mrs. Virginia Gamble and will call it
“She is Far More Precious Than Jewels.”

Colbert & Franklin Co. 4-H Program’s tree will be
called “200 Years of Alabama 4-H” and will reflect
the history and traditions of their program.

RES fifth-grade students will be making recycled
decorations for their tree called “From Trash to
Treasure.” And Martha Couch will be decorating a
tree called “Wish You Were Here” using her collec-
tion of vintage postcards and Christmas cards. 

‘Trees of Christmas’ exhibition returns Nov. 30th 



LAND FOR SALE

Land for Sale. 5 acres
+/- pasture land in

Littleville. Ideal for hors-
es. Large barn and

inside/outside corral.
Fenced. Access to Twin

Pines Golf Course.
Located on Osborn Hill
Road. Asking $50,000.
Call 256-332-9045. (3)

AUTO

2004 Thunderbird. Red
in color w/both tops. New

tires. Runs great. 5-
speed automatic. Only
22,800 miles. $25,000

firm. Call 423-213-2939.
(Russellville, AL). (5)

1923 T-Bucket. 290 miles

on new crate engine.
New 308 gear. New car-
pet & gauges. 4-wheel
disc brakes. Beautiful

car. R-400 transmission.
$21,500. Call 423-213-
2939. (Russellville, AL).

(5)

FURNITURE

Plush Full-length Sofa
with recliners on each
end for sale. Multi-col-
ored. Asking $90 OBO.

Please call 256-332-
4037.

Oval oak clawfoot coffee

table for sale. $60. Call
256-332-0205 or 256-

710-8604. (3)

Three end tables for
sale. Painted and

distressed. $40 each.
Call 256-332-0205 or

256-710-8604. (3)

MISC. FOR SALE

My Lock 334 Serger
sewing machine for sale.
Includes instruction book.
Lightly used. $175. Call

256-332-9587. (1)

Five Barbie Dolls for

sale. Boxes never
opened. Call for selec-

tion. $15 each. Call 256-
332-9587. (1)

Tubular Jeep front & rear
Bumpers in wrinkle finish
for sale. Black for a TJ.
$150 each. Excellent

condition. Call 256-668-
9550. (1)

4.35/12.50 Nitto Mud
Grapplers Extreme

Terrain Tires with 20”
Chrome Wheels. $200

each. Call 256-668-9550.
(1)

Mechanic tools and other
items for sale. Call 256-

324-4021. (3)

Franklin Free Press
Classified Rates

Yard Sale Rates: FREE,
Deadline Monday at
Noon; Real Estate-

Homes, acreage, lots for
sale or rent. $25 for six
consecutive weeks. Up

to 40 words per ad;
Vehicles, Boats, RVs,

Motorcycles for sale. $15
for six consecutive

weeks. Up to 25 words
per ad; Pets For Sale

only $10 for six consecu-
tive weeks. Up to 25

words  per ad; Free of
Charge: Lost & Found,
Giveaways, and Items
Under $100 (Private

Parties Only).15-word
limit; Commercial

Classified Rates: $25 for
Businesses, 15 words or
less for six weeks. Ads

exceeding word limit add
$10 per additional 15
words. The number in

parentheses represents
the number of times the

ad has appeared. Call us
at 256-332-0255 to

place, cancel or renew
your ad. Payment is

required in advance of
publication for ads.

ALASCAN

FOR SALE

ACORN STAIRLIFTS.
The affordable solution to
your stairs! Limited time -
$250 off your Stairlift pur-

chase! Buy direct &
save. Please call 1-800-
471-4651 for your free

DVD and brochure.

MEDICAL

OXYGEN - ANYTIME.
Anywhere.  No tanks to

refill.  No deliveries.  The
all-new Inogen One G4

is only 2.8 pounds!  FAA
approved! Free info kit:
Call 1-844-264-9500.

GOT KNEE pain? Back
pain? Shoulder pain?

Pain-relieving brace at lit-
tle or no cost to you.

Medicare patients call
health hotline now! Call

1- 800-672-9326.

DIGITAL HEARING aids
- Now offering a 45-day
risk free offer! Free bat-

teries for life!  Call to
start your free trial!  1-

866-960-5928.

SAWMILLS FROM only
$4397.00. Make & save

money with your own
bandmill - cut lumber any

dimension. In stock
ready to ship! Free

info/DVD: www.Norwood
Sawmills.com. Call 1-

800-578-1363.

HELP WANTED

DRIVER TRAINEES
needed! Learn to drive
for Stevens Transport!
No experience needed!
New drivers can earn

$900+ per week! Paid
CDL training! Stevens

covers all costs! Call 1-
888-528-8864. Or go

online to
drive4stevens.com.

SERVICES

SOCIAL SECURITY
Disability benefits. You

may qualify for disability
if you have a health con-
dition that prevents you
from working for a year
or more.  1-844-245-

3299 (M-F). 

INSTRUCTION

MEDICAL BILLING and
Coding career training at

Sullivan and Cogliano
Training Centers. Call 1-

888-535-9909 or click
learn.sctrain.edu.

Financial Aid available.
Go online to

SCtrain.edu/disclosures. 

For daily updates on news and sports, visit us online at www.franklinfreepress.net!

COURTESY PHOTO
The RHS chapter of the Future Business Leaders of America and their advisors, Dr. AnnaKay
Holland and Mrs. Deedra Moore, would like to thank all the members of the community who
helped make this year’s Krispy Kreme doughnut sale a success. FBLA members sold more than
600 dozen doughnuts, which allowed the club to raise more than $1,900 for the FBLA scholar-
ship fund, state competition and field trip. Pictured above (from left) are the FBLA officers who
unloaded the Krispy Kreme truck at 5:30 a.m. on October 17: Historian Emma Claire Bragwell,
parliamentarian Anna Woods, vice president Kaydee Don Holland, president Peyton Reynolds
and secretary Ellyse Strickland.

Kreme come true
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RED BAY - Prior to his team’s season opener
against Decatur Heritage last Saturday night, Red
Bay coach John Torisky had watched the Eagles
play three games.

Well, almost three games.
With Decatur Heritage leading East Lawrence by

40-plus points last Thursday, Torisky headed for
the exits at the end of the third quarter. He had
seen enough of the Eagles—who lost to power-
house Sacred Heart by just six in the Class 1A
Northeast Regional finals in February and then
opened this season with three straight blowout
wins by an average margin of nearly 44 points—to
know exactly what his team was in for.

“I don’t know how 2A, 3A, 4A is, but I think they

could play all the way up through 5A—especially
with the kid they just brought in,” Torisky said of
the Eagles, who added 6’3 junior wing GianCarlo
Valdez (a transfer from the Dominican Republic) to
a mix that already included 6’8 senior stud Noah
Boler. “In my opinion, I thought this team could
beat us by thirty or forty if we didn’t get a handle
on it.”

By the end of the third quarter, it looked as
though Saturday’s game might be headed in that
direction. Valdez had scored eight straight points
to quell a Red Bay run, and Decatur Heritage had
turned what was a nine-point game at the 2:30
mark into a 53-32 lead at the end of three.

On the verge of being run out of their own gym,
the Tigers—who return virtually every key contrib-
utor from the team that won 18 games and

Mike Self
Franklin Free Press

Look behind the eyes of
Megan Warhurst, and you’ll see
it. Listen closely, and you’ll hear
it in her voice, too.

A sense of pure determina-
tion—solid as steel and every bit
as unshakeable.

“State is our goal,” said
Warhurst, a senior softball play-
er at Russellville High School.
“It’s going to happen, no matter
what. That’s the mentality we
have: ‘Get to state this year.’ If
all nine of us on the field work
hard and get together and want
to do it, then we’re going to. I
don’t care if I have to drag all
eight of them behind me. We’re
going to go.”

Warhurst spoke with such cer-
tainty, such conviction, such
force of will, that one feels com-
pelled to go ahead and write the
Lady Golden Tigers into the
Class 5A state tournament

Last week’s record: 3-0
Year to date: 32-15
Saturday, November 24
Auburn at Alabama
Look past the fact that

Alabama was tied with the
Citadel at halftime last week (as
preposterous as that is). The
most significant news from that
game was the health of Tua
Tagovailoa, who played brace-free and
looked as spry as he has since early in the
season. That’s bad news for an Auburn sec-
ondary that will have its hands full trying to
cover Jerry Jeudy and the rest of Alabama’s
dynamic pass-catching corps.

Just as concerning for Auburn is the deterio-
ration of a run defense that has allowed 300-
plus rushing yards to Mississippi State and
Georgia (and 200-plus to Texas A&M) in
recent weeks. Overshadowed by Tua’s bril-
liance and the best passing attack in program
history, Alabama’s ground game is tied for
first in the SEC with 27 rushing touchdowns
and ranks third in yards per carry. The Tide’s
balance on offense spells major trouble for
Auburn’s streak of 44 consecutive games
without allowing 40-plus points.

On the flip side, an Alabama pass rush that
leads the SEC with 37 sacks is likely to cause
all sorts of problems for an Auburn O-line that
has struggled all year. It’s hard to imagine the
Tigers having much success at all on offense.

ESPN’s Football Power Index gives Auburn
less than a nine percent chance to win on
Saturday. Might be a tad generous.

The Pick: Alabama 41 Auburn 10
Tennessee at Vanderbilt
Both teams are 5-6, so the winner goes

bowling and the loser goes home. Kyle
Shurmur stayed hot last week in an overtime
win over Ole Miss and eviscerated Tennessee
last year in Knoxville, throwing for 283 yards
and four scores in a 42-24 win. Let’s go with
the ‘Dores at home.

The Pick: Vanderbilt 31 Tennessee 27
Kentucky at Louisville
November losses to Georgia and (especial-

ly) Tennessee took the wind out of Kentucky’s
sails, but how many UK fans wouldn’t have
signed up for 9-3 back in August, when Vegas
placed the Wildcats’ over/under win total at
5.5? They should pound a Louisville team
wrapping up a miserable season and already
in the midst of a coaching search.

In its last five games versus Power 5 com-
petition, Kentucky has scored a total of 67
points. On November 3 against Clemson,
Louisville gave up 77 points.

The Pick: Kentucky 34 Louisville 14
LSU at Texas A&M
Perhaps Jimbo Fisher will succeed where

Kevin Sumlin failed and finally get the Aggies
their first win over LSU since joining the SEC
in 2012.

The Pick: Texas A&M 20 LSU 17

Week 13 in the SEC
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TRUE GRIT
Mike Self

Sports Editor

See ‘TIGERS,’ Page 18

Tigers turn heads with late
rally against loaded Eagles

COURTESY PHOTO
Russellville senior pitcher Megan Warhurst signed last week to
play softball at the University of West Florida. She is pictured
above with her parents Chad and Jennifer Warhurst (seated).
Standing in back is RHS softball coach Kathryn Montgomery.

Before she heads down to West Florida, Megan
Warhurst is determined to help the RHS softball
program take care of some unfinished business

See ‘WARHURST,’ Page 16
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RED BAY - Even as they were winning 20 games
and earning a trip to Hanceville for the Class 1A
Northwest Regional last season, Belgreen’s girls
were still a relatively young team, with four sopho-
mores playing key roles and the same number of
freshmen in the starting lineup as seniors (one of
each).

All of that returning talent is a year older now,
and head coach Chad Green has high expecta-
tions for the Lady Bulldogs.

“I think the sky is the limit,” said Green, whose
team opened the season with a 56-45 win over
Class 4A Haleyville last Saturday night at the Red
Bay Shootout. “I think we’re definitely one of the
top teams in northwest Alabama, if not in the state.
We lost Jasmine [Martin, last year’s lone senior],
and she was a good player for us. But we’ve got a
lot of experience coming back from last year.

“I’ve got a veteran team. We can’t say we’re
young anymore. Even my tenth-grader, Emma
Dempsey, this is her third year starting on the var-
sity. We’re definitely a veteran group.”

Chief among those veterans is senior point
guard Gabbie Moore, who scored nine of her
game-high 20 points in the fourth quarter on
Saturday to help Belgreen (1-0) put away the Lady
Lions. Moore and junior guards Gracie Dempsey
and Autumn Bragwell combined for 42 points, car-
rying the load offensively on a night when the Lady
Bulldogs’ post players worked the glass well but
didn’t make a big impact in the scoring column.

“My post players got after it with their offensive
rebounding,” Green said, “but I do expect more
out of my post players as far as scoring the bas-
ketball. I think they’ve got a high ceiling. I thought
we had good point guard play. I thought my wings
scored well. In the first half, we moved the basket-
ball well.

“Of course, it always helps when you make
shots.”

Gracie Dempsey took care of that in the first
quarter, nailing three threes from essentially the
same spot on the left wing to help Belgreen open
up an early eight-point lead.

“She shot the ball well in that first quarter. She’s
definitely capable of doing that,” Green said of
Dempsey, who finished the night with 12 points,
five rebounds and a team-high four assists. “Plus,
after she gets hot, she’s got enough speed to drive
around somebody and get to the basket.”

Moore also knocked down a three-ball in the first
quarter and converted a steal into a pull-up
jumper, giving the Lady Bulldogs their first double-
digit lead of the night at 21-11. Belgreen led by
eight at the end of one despite 11 first-quarter
points from Haleyville junior forward Ali Temple.

Temple, who was a focal point of the Lady
Bulldogs’ defensive game plan, managed just one
field goal over the final three quarters and finished
the night with 14 points on 6-for-16 shooting from
the field.

“We talked about [Temple] a couple of days in
advance, and we went over it again in pre-game,”
said Green, whose team forced 20 turnovers on
the night and held Haleyville to 32 percent shoot-
ing (19-for-59) overall. “She’s a good athlete. She
gets to the rim, and she shoots the outside shot.
She’s strong, too, and she’s got good size.

“There were spurts out there when we did play
good defensively. Overall, though, we’ve gotta
clean some things up. We’re allowing the other
team to get in the paint too much, and we’re allow-
ing them to get too many offensive rebounds. So
it’s great to get a good win to begin the season,
but there’s a lot of things we need to clean up and
get better on.”

Bragwell (who finished with 10 points, five
rebounds and three steals) knocked down a three
midway through the second quarter to push
Belgreen’s lead to 32-20. The Lady Bulldogs
stretched the lead to 39-24 by the break but then
stagnated on offense in the third quarter, missing
10 of their 13 shot attempts and watching their

lead shrink to eight.
“Rebounding is always a big emphasis for us.

We didn’t do a great job of that tonight, but that’s
a big emphasis,” said Green, whose team held a
40-33 edge over Haleyville on the boards. “But the
number one thing we need to improve on this year
on the offensive end is ball movement. We’ve got
good post players. We’ve got good shooters. I’ve
got a good point guard. The thing about it is, last
year, sometimes we just held the ball too much.

“I feel like ball movement is gonna be a big key
to our success.”

Both teams struggled offensively in the fourth
quarter, combining for twice as many turnovers
(14) as made baskets (seven). Haleyville went
scoreless for the first five-and-a-half minutes of
the quarter, and two buckets by Moore extended
Belgreen’s lead to 49-37. The Lady Bulldogs went
5-for-6 from the foul line over the final two minutes
to seal the deal.

“We slowed the ball down [in the fourth quarter]
because we had a lead,” Green said. “We pulled it
out. We didn’t do a very good job of finishing,
though. We took some ill-advised shots on that.”

Overall, Green saw plenty of things for his team
to build on heading into this Tuesday’s road game
at Tharptown.

“Our transition game in the first half was good,”
he said. “Our guards did a good job of getting the
ball to the hot hand. There were definitely some
positives there. We’ve just gotta clean it up in
some areas. We were a little bit sloppy defensive-
ly, and we took some ill-advised shots.”

After hitting four threes in the first quarter,
Belgreen made just one the rest of the night. The
Lady Bulldogs shot 31 percent (19-for-61) from
the field and 13-for-24 from the foul line.

Emma Dempsey finished the night with five
points, seven rebounds and four blocked shots.
Junior post player Ansley Tate also scored five
points and pulled down a team-high 11 rebounds.
Katie Dempsey, another junior post player, had
three points and seven boards.
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Lady Bulldogs open with win over Haleyville

Mike Self
Franklin Free Press

RED BAY - On the heels of a season-opening overtime win at Tharptown,
Phil Campbell coach Brett Thomas thought his team actually played better in
many respects against Oakman this past Saturday afternoon at the Red Bay
Shootout.

A breakdown in one particular area, however, doomed the Bobcats, who led
by as many as eight in the second quarter and were still up by one midway
through the third before watching the Wildcats pull away for a 69-50 win.

“Turnovers, of course, were the difference in that game,” said Thomas,
whose team committed 20 turnovers in the first half alone and finished with
32 on the night. “I’m not really sure how many points they scored off
turnovers, but I would guess it was at least half of them. I thought we
rebounded better today than we did at Tharptown. I thought our defense was
better. I thought we ran our offense better. We scored a lot better. It was just
the turnovers.

“With a team as good and athletic as Oakman, you can’t give up turnovers.
Not only are you taking points away from yourself, you’re giving them points.
They were good in transition. If they turned you over, they made you pay for
it. They very rarely didn’t score off it when they got a steal.”

Phil Campbell (1-1 through Sunday) came out relatively hot, getting a pair
of early three-pointers from sophomore guards Brett Saint and Luke Garrison
and another from senior forward Isaac Riddle. Garrison and Riddle each
scored seven points in the first quarter, helping the Bobcats jump out to an
18-13 lead.

Sophomore reserve Austen Baker scored five quick points for Phil

Bobcats fall to Oakman

See ‘BOBCATS,’ page 18
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THARPTOWN - Craig Thomas believes his Phil Campbell girls can be bet-
ter offensively this season than they were a year ago, when they went 26-6
and reached the Final Four for the first time since 1987.

If last Tuesday night’s first quarter at Tharptown is any indication, Thomas
could be on to something.

The Lady Bobcats came out blazing in their season opener, shooting a solid
10-for-21 from the floor and a stellar 12-for-15 from the foul line in the game’s
first eight minutes. They shared the ball and took care of it, handing out
seven assists and committing just one turnover.

Behind 12 early points from sophomore guard Caitlyn Mills and eight from
senior post player Abby Davis, Phil Campbell raced out to a 34-6 lead at the
end of one and led by as many as 46 points on their way to a 71-33 victory—
their 17th win in 18 games dating back to last season.

“It was a good opener for us,” said Thomas, whose team finished the night
shooting 41 percent (24-for-58) from the field and 72 percent (18-for-25) from
the line. “We played real well. We can be better offensively this year than we
were last year. We seem to shoot the ball better. Caitlyn is a big part of that.
She’ll step up and hit the three, and she shoots it with confidence.”

Mills, who averaged 4.7 points per game as a freshman reserve a year ago,
matched her career-high with 16 points on Tuesday night, shooting 6-for-12
from the floor and 2-for-2 from the line. She hit a pair of threes in the huge
first quarter and also finished the night with a team-high eight rebounds and
three steals.

Defense, of course, is still the fuel that fires Phil Campbell’s engines. The
Lady Bobcats (1-0 through Sunday) used their trademark full-court pressure
to come up with 11 steals and force 15 Tharptown turnovers in the first quar-
ter alone. During a three-and-a-half minute stretch early in the game, the
Lady Wildcats (1-1) turned the ball over on ten straight possessions, fueling
a 23-0 run by Phil Campbell that turned an early 3-0 deficit into a 23-3 lead
with 4:02 left in the opening quarter.

“We’re still gonna love to press,” said Thomas, whose team finished with 15
steals and forced 28 turnovers on the night while holding Tharptown to 32
percent (13-for-41) from the field. “We’re a little slower this year, but we’re
lankier. We’ve got more length. We just have to put people in the right places
and get everything going the right way.

“Defensively, we had a few breakdowns that we’ll have to correct. We
played three tenth-graders [Mills and forwards Olivia Taylor and Katie
Thomas] a lot tonight. Tenth-graders tend to make a few mistakes just due to
a lack of experience, and that showed a little bit tonight. There were a few
times where we didn’t cover the middle like we were supposed to or we did-
n’t get back on a layup. Our tenth-graders will have to mature as far as that
stuff goes.”

Offensively, there was little for Thomas to critique last Tuesday night. By the
end of the third quarter, the Lady Bobcats had already scored more points
(69) than they did in all but seven games last season.

“We shot the ball real well,” Thomas said. “We got up and down the floor
like we’re supposed to. We did a good job of running and pushing the ball.
Our senior and junior both stepped up and did what they had to do.”

Thomas was referring to Davis (who drilled a pair of threes on back-to-back
third-quarter possessions and finished the night with 21 points on 8-for-16
shooting) and junior guard Kallie Allen (who converted a four-point play in the
third quarter to finish with 12 points on just seven shot attempts and also
handed out a team-high five assists).

“Abby passed the ball well the first two quarters,” Thomas said. “She did a
good job of distributing the ball where it was supposed to go, and she shot
the ball well. She did what a senior is supposed to do—step up and be the
leader.

“Kallie was really unselfish tonight. She made sure we ran our offense and
did a good job of being a team leader and getting everybody else involved.
And she’s the best defensive player I’ve ever coached—even with Darby
[Elliott, a 2018 graduate] thrown in the mix. Kallie can defend anybody.”

Allen and Davis each finished with three steals last Tuesday night, and
Allen was 3-for-3 from the foul line. Taylor, making her first varsity start,
scored 10 points on 4-for-9 shooting and also pulled down seven rebounds.
Kenner Scott went 5-for-6 from the line and scored seven points, and Katie
Thomas chipped in with four points, six boards and two steals.

“Teams are gonna double-team Allen and Davis a lot,” Craig Thomas said,
“so our tenth-graders have gotta step up. Mills is already there, and we’re
gonna need Katie and Olivia to step up and score, too. Olivia shot the ball
well tonight.”

Gracie Montgomery led Tharptown with 15 points on 6-for-13 shooting,
including three threes. Adriana Borden added seven points and also grabbed
a game-high 11 rebounds. Aly Vandiver and Autumn Montgomery each
scored four points, and Brooke Daily had three.

Phil Campbell’s girls were set to return to action Monday night at home
against Wilson.

In previous action:
Tharptown 55 Shoals Christian 21
Brooke Daily scored 21 points to lead four players in double-figures as the

Lady Wildcats opened their season last Monday night with a big road win.
Aly Vandiver knocked down three threes and finished with 11 points for

Tharptown. Gracie Montgomery hit two threes and scored 10 points, and
Adriana Borden also had 10 points.

Daily, who finished the night 5-for-6 from the foul line, scored seven points
in the first quarter, helping the Lady Wildcats jump out to a 16-1 lead. They
led 30-10 at the half and then got seven points from Vandiver in the third
quarter, stretching the lead to 48-19.

Tharptown was scheduled to host Belgreen on Tuesday.
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Caitlyn Mills
Sophomore Guard, Phil Campbell

Mills opened her sophomore season with a
bang last Tuesday at Tharptown, matching her
career-high with 16 points as the Lady Bobcats
cruised to a 71-33 win. Mills hit a pair of early
threes on her way to scoring 12 first-quarter
points, helping Phil Campbell race out to a 34-
6 lead. She finished the game with a team-high
eight rebounds and three steals, shooting 6-for-
12 from the field and 2-for-2 from the foul line.

A starter now, Mills averaged 4.7 points off
the bench last season for a Lady Bobcat team
that went 26-6 and advanced to the Final Four.

Fast start sends PC
girls past Tharptown
Lady Bobcats ride 34-point first
quarter to big opening night win

“It was a good opener for us,” said Thomas, whose team finished the night
shooting 41 percent (24-for-58) from the field and 72 percent (18-for-25) from
the line. “We played real well. We can be better offensively this year than we
were last year. We seem to shoot the ball better. Caitlyn is a big part of that.

She’ll step up and hit the three, and she shoots it with confidence.”

Offensively, there was little for Thomas to critique last Tuesday night. By the
end of the third quarter, the Lady Bobcats had already scored more points

(69) than they did in all but seven games last season.

“We shot the ball real well,” Thomas said. “We got up and down the floor
like we’re supposed to. We did a good job of running and pushing the ball.

Our senior and junior both stepped up and did what they had to do.”
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bracket now—even though May is still six months
away. Count head coach Kathryn Montgomery
among the believers; she knows how much weight
Warhurst’s words can carry.

“We’ll be looking for her to lead us,” Montgomery
said. “She doesn’t just lead with physical actions,
but with words as well. She pushes her team-
mates to be the best they can be. She’s very excit-
ed about this year. She’s expressed that to all of
us. She’s looking to do big things this year as a
group, not just as an individual, and we’re definite-
ly gonna lean on her.”

Determination has long been a strength for
Warhurst, but the seeds of this particular obses-
sion were planted this past spring at the North
Regional Tournament. Warhurst, a lefty pitcher,
had already earned her keep in the postseason,
tossing a complete game in a 9-4 win over East
Limestone that punched Russellville’s ticket to
Huntsville and then going the distance again in a
6-1 win over Scottsboro in the regional opener.

Warhurst worked in two of the next three games
as well and then found herself in the circle yet
again against Alexandria in the loser’s bracket
final. Leading 8-6, the Lady Golden Tigers were
three outs away from earning a trip to Montgomery
when Alexandria rallied for three runs to steal a 9-
8 win and a state tournament berth.

With the pain and disappointment of that loss still
fresh, Warhurst has made it her personal mission
to see that Russellville doesn’t come up short
again. And when Warhurst sets her mind toward
achieving a goal, it’s unwise to bet against her.

Last Wednesday afternoon was proof of that.
“I didn’t really start looking at a certain place until

my freshman year,” Warhurst said, “but I have
always wanted to play college softball, ever since
I was a kid.”

Warhurst made that dream into a reality last
Wednesday at the RHS field house, signing a
scholarship offer to continue her career at the
University of West Florida in Pensacola.

“It’s an emotional day,” said Warhurst, whose
parents Chad and Jennifer are both RHS grads.
“I’m gonna miss my family when I go down there.
I’m so thankful for all those people who are here
today. I couldn’t have done it without them.”

Warhurst also considered offers from UNA and
West Georgia, but she ultimately chose to stick
with the Argonauts, who have been recruiting her
for the better part of four years now.

“Ever since they got in touch with me at the end
of my eighth-grade year, I’ve really wanted to go
there,” Warhurst said. “UNA and West Georgia
were in my top three, but West Florida was my

favorite because it felt the most like home.
They’ve had interest in me since I was an eighth-
grader. They made me feel like I was at home, and
I’ve loved it ever since.”

Warhurst has made the six-hour trip to
Pensacola numerous times for camps and visits
and said she “loved it even more every time I
went.” She has a close relationship with West
Florida coach Ashliegh McLean, who recruited
Warhurst as the Argonauts’ pitching coach before
recently being elevated to the role of head coach
when Melissa Paul stepped down.

“West Florida is a good fit for Megan,”
Montgomery said. “She’s been going to camp at
West Florida since the eighth grade. She knows
the location, she knows the program and she
knows the head coach, who was an assistant
coach who recruited her all along the way. Megan
is very excited and very comfortable down there.
It’s gonna be a great fit for her.”

Needless to say, Warhurst is already thinking big
with regard to her goals at West Florida—and how
she’s going to go about achieving them.

“I want to be successful. I want to compete in a
major tournament down there,” Warhurst said. “I
want to win the Gulf South Conference. I want
awards down there. That’s what I’ve always want-
ed since I was a little girl.

“I understand it’s gonna be harder. Workouts are
gonna be tougher. But that doesn’t need to get in
my way. I need to keep working hard, and I’m
gonna keep working hard. Throughout these past
few years, I’ve done nothing but work hard, and it’ll
only get better when I get down there.”

Montgomery, who played college softball at
UNA, is familiar with the challenges awaiting
Warhurst at the next level. She believes her sen-
ior pitcher will be up to the task and then some.

“Megan is one of the most dedicated and hard-
est workers I’ve ever met,” Montgomery said. “She
understands that pitching is not just a one-day-a-
week type of job. She understands it’s three or
four times a week. She knows you have to look at
it from all aspects; it’s a mental thing, it’s a physi-
cal thing. She’s done what it takes to prepare to go
to the next level.

“There will be a lot of competition. When you
move on to college, it’s not just one or two girls
pushing you; it’s the whole team. You get pushed
by the other teams and by your coaches. You get
pushed by your teammates. You get pushed by
academics. But she’s really ready to go to the next
level in every realm of the sport and school. A lot
of hard work is waiting for her, but she’s not one
that’s scared of hard work. She’ll be ready.”

From a pitching standpoint, Warhurst certainly
has the stuff to succeed in the circle at the college
level. She touches the mid-60s with her fastball
and also mixes in a screwball, a curveball and a
changeup that she says is her favorite pitch.

“I love my changeup,” said Warhurst, who
missed a significant chunk of last season due to
an injury but returned in mid-April and found her
stride with four innings of two-hit, five-strikeout ball
in a 5-0 win over Lexington. “I’m throwing decent
speed, and whenever you throw the changeup it
throws them off. That’s my go-to pitch.”

Montgomery believes Warhurst’s entire arsenal
and presence in the circle will translate well to the
next level.

“Megan is very confident,” Montgomery said.
“When she steps on the mound, she’s very com-
manding. She has a good pace that works very
well, and she throws speed. She’s a lefty as well,
which helps a little bit. Her curveball is going into
batters, and her screwball is a very strong pitch.
She can use that as an out pitch in 0-2 counts.

“She’s got a good off-speed pitch with nice
movement. She’s worked very hard on making the
ball move and keeping hitters off balance.”

Warhurst says her greatest area of progress as
a pitcher at RHS has come above the shoulders.

“Mentally. I’ve mentally grown a lot,” she said.
“You have to have a strong mind to pitch a game,
especially when you go deep in the playoffs or get
to regionals. You have to stay strong. No matter
what you look like on the mound, you have to have
that strong mentality to say that you’re gonna do
your best out there.”

With her collegiate future squared away,
Warhurst can now focus on leading an experi-
enced Russellville squad on its quest to earn a
state tournament berth. The Lady Golden Tigers
bring back a ton of talent from last season’s 24-
win team, including senior infielder Karlie Moore
and a loaded junior class headlined by All-State
outfielder A.J. Taylor, pitcher/outfielder Krista
Sikes, outfielder Alivia Clemmons, third baseman
Autumn Logan, infielder Makala O’Neal and
catcher Madison Murray (who missed all of last
season with a torn ACL after batting .349 as a
freshman in 2017).

“Signing early can definitely be helpful in getting
some pressure off and allowing you to just go
play,” Montgomery said. “This year, what Megan
will be able to do is focus on improving where she
is now and leading her team where she wants
them to go. It’s an effort that’s gonna take every-
body doing their part, but we’ve got the pieces to
get it done.”



For updates on
sports all week
long, visit us on
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www.franklin
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Staff reports

Vina’s Rayleigh Guin
and Annabelle
Humphres each fin-
ished in the top 35 out
of 140 runners at the
recent state cross
country meet.

The two Lady Red
Devils ran nearly identi-
cal 5K times, with Guin
clocking in at 23:37.03
and Humphres right
behind at 23:37.30.
Guin placed 34th, fol-
lowed by Humphres in
35th place.

“I am proud of all the
hard work these young
ladies put in,” Vina
coach Paul Humphres
said.

Staff reports

Emma Humphres and Sara Scott each posted a double-double for Vina last
Tuesday night, helping the Lady Red Devils open the season with a 47-39
win over Sulligent.

Humphres, a senior, knocked down three first-quarter threes to help Vina
jump out to an 11-7 lead. She finished the night with 13 points and 13
rebounds. Freshman Rayleigh Guin (six points) and Scott (four points) com-
bined to score 10 points in the second quarter, helping the Lady Red Devils
extend the lead to 28-19 going into the half. Vina out-scored Sulligent 11-10
in the third quarter and then held on for the win.

Scott finished with 12 points and 10 rebounds. Guin scored eight points and
also handed out a team-high eight assists. Sarah Johnson and Kaitlyn King
each finished with five points. Abbie Petree scored three points, and Hailey
Cantrell had one.

Vina girls start season
with win over Sulligent

Kuykendall, Miller lead
Red Bay past Elkmont

Guin, Humphres excel
at cross country meet

Staff reports

Reagan Kuykendall and Mallori Miller combined to score 18 fourth-quarter
points on Saturday, helping Red Bay’s girls pull away for a 48-39 win over
Elkmont in a Thanksgiving tournament at Hartselle.

The Lady Tigers (1-0) were leading by one at 26-25 before getting 10 points
from Kuykendall and eight from Miller in the fourth. Kuykendall, a senior for-
ward, finished with 20 points and shot 11-for-14 from the foul line. Miller was
a perfect 5-for-5 from the line and finished with 11 points.

Red Bay shot 22-for-31 from the line as a team. Macy Faulkner scored five
points, and Destiny McCollister, Madisyn Hester, Kaylee Markham and
Cassidy Kuykendall each had three.



Campbell as the lead grew to 23-17, but that’s
when the turnovers began to mount. The Bobcats
committed 13 in the second quarter alone, and
Oakman made the most of those extra posses-
sions. The Wildcats shot 9-for-18 from the floor in
quarter number two [Phil Campbell was 5-for-10]
and out-scored the Bobcats 21-15 to take a 34-33
lead into the locker room.

Oakman held a significant edge in both size and
athleticism, which always helps when applying
defensive pressure, but Thomas believes that
most of his team’s mistakes were self-inflicted.

“Teams are gonna be more athletic than us,”
Thomas said. “They’re gonna be faster. They’re
gonna be bigger. That’s gonna be the case a lot
this year. But we’ll compete, though. I don’t see
any team being more competitive than us. That’s
one thing about this group—they’re gonna fight.
They’re gonna get after it. They’re not scared. I
don’t believe they were scared of that team.

“[Most of the turnovers] were stuff like lobbing
passes, making a cross-court pass instead of
making an easy pass, throwing the ball to a post
player instead of a guard on the press-break....I
could go through ten or eleven things that we did
where you just shake your head and say, ‘Why?’

And they answer, ‘I don’t know.’ But I honestly
believe they’ll get better. That’s one good thing
about youth. They’re gonna learn. They’re gonna
get better. From the last game to this one, we
improved. We’ll get better every game. I honestly
believe that, because this group here, they want to
work. They want to learn.”

Garrison had two baskets and Riddle had one in
a 6-2 spurt to open the second half that put Phil
Campbell in front 39-36, but the Bobcats just
couldn’t take care of the basketball. They turned it
over seven more times in the third quarter and
trailed 49-43 heading to the fourth.

A layup by Saint and two technical free throws by
Garrison brought Phil Campbell within four at 51-
47 with 6:57 remaining, but the Wildcats answered
with a 14-0 run to put the game out of reach.

“I don’t think we ran out gas,” said Thomas,
whose team shot just 2-for-13 from the floor in the
fourth quarter. “[Oakman] took the pressure up a
little more, and our youth kind of came out. I know
that’s not an excuse, but we’re a tenth-grade
guard-oriented group, and it kind of shows some-
times. We didn’t have the maturity to slow it down.
We tried to run with them, and a team that athlet-
ic and that quick, you can’t run with them.

“We want to play a little up-tempo, but we’ve
gotta be smart about it. At one point [in the second
quarter], we had an eight-point lead, and we tried
to slow it down and work the ball around and get
good shots like we did early on. We forced some
shots and took some shots that were okay shots,
but we could have gotten better shots.”

Phil Campbell finished the game shooting 35
percent (18-for-51) from the field and 9-for-10
from the foul line. Garrison shot 5-for-10 from the
field and 4-for-4 from the line, finishing with 15
points. Riddle also scored 15 points and pulled
down six rebounds. Saint chipped in with seven
points, five boards, three steals and two assists.

Baker finished with five points, and Nate Owens
and Ben Williams each had three points and four
boards. Easton Cummings scored two points.

Oakman shot 47 percent (31-for-66) from the
floor as a team and 5-for-8 from the foul line.
Christian Hubbard led the Wildcats with 17 points
off the bench. D.J. Roberts had 15 points, and A.J.
Odom added 12 points and nine rebounds.
Oakman out-rebounded Phil Campbell 31-25.

The Bobcats were set to return to action on
Tuesday night against Tanner in a Thanksgiving
tournament in Hanceville.

‘TIGERS’ from page 13

‘BOBCATS’ from page 14
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advanced to the Northwest Regional last sea-
son—answered the bell and fought their way back
into the game. More to the point, they shot their
back into it.

Senior big man Gath Weatherford drilled three
threes in a four-minute span, the last of which
capped off a 14-1 run and cut Decatur Heritage’s
lead to eight at 54-46. For the first time this sea-
son, the Eagles found themselves in a battle in the
fourth quarter. The home fans could sense it, and
the Red Bay gym was rockin’.

To their credit, the Eagles responded, pushing
the lead back into double-figures on a soaring
dunk by Boler and then holding Red Bay to just
two field goals the rest of the way to secure a 62-
53 win. Decatur Heritage improved to 4-0 at the
outset of a season that could very well end with
them raising a banner in Birmingham.

The Tigers, meanwhile, left Saturday night feel-
ing no less confident about their chances of build-
ing on last year’s breakthrough.

“It’s good. It shows a lot of people—and our
team, hopefully—that there’s a lot of potential with
this group,” said Torisky, now in his fourth season
at the helm. “The way they responded and played
their way back into it, I think that says a lot about
the character of our guys.

“Who knows how far we can go? We don’t care
about that. If we’ll just play that hard every night,
most teams can’t match that intensity. That’s what
we’re banking on.”

The Eagles came out hot, shooting 70 percent
from the field in the first quarter and opening up a
10-point lead on a bucket by Boler. Junior point
guard Clay Allison beat the buzzer with a three,
leaving Red Bay trailing 17-10 at the end of one.

Decatur Heritage stayed hot in the second quar-
ter, knocking down three threes and shooting 8-
for-14 from the field overall. The Tigers, mean-
while, missed 11 of their 14 shot attempts and
went into the break trailing 37-21.

Torisky was pleased with the way his team
fought in the first half, but shooting 25 percent (6-
for-24) from the field proved difficult to overcome.

“I knew our guys were gonna fight,” Torisky said.
“We talked about it before the game started:
Would we come out here and put up a good fight,

or would we come out glassy-eyed because of
who we were playing? They responded the way I
hoped they would. It’s just a shame we couldn’t hit
a shot in the first half.

“But a lot of that was because of the pace of play.
You can’t practice for that. Once our guys kind of
got into the game a little bit, the shots started
falling. But early in the game, we were probably
just catching our breath a little bit. They were play-
ing so fast.”

Red Bay didn’t wilt under full-court pressure the
way previous Eagle opponents had, turning the
ball over just seven times in the first half. But the
length of Boler and Valdez—each of whom fin-
ished with three blocked shots—prevented the
Tigers from getting any offensive production in the
paint.

“In the first half, the difference was not so much
their length on the press,” Torisky said. “We han-
dled their press well—better than I thought we
would. But just getting inside was tough. Typically,
when we get inside, we at least get a shot off.
Tonight, we probably got ten shots blocked where
they just went up and got it. And you’re not gonna
see that very much throughout the state, but that’s
just the way it was.

“We said at halftime, ‘We’ve gotta make some
adjustments. We’re getting into the lane, but now
we’ve gotta find the shooters.’ I think that’s what
we did in the second half.”

Red Bay hit eight threes in the second half, three
of which—one apiece by senior guard Colton
Corum, sophomore forward Braden Ray and
Weatherford—came in a 90-second span midway
through the third quarter. That’s when Valdez took
over, converting a layup and then burying a pair of
deep threes on back-to-back possessions as part
of a 12-0 run to close the quarter.

“He’s an unbelievable athlete,” Torisky said of
Valdez, who finished with a team-high 21 points
on 8-for-16 shooting. “I’ve watched them play

three times, and I don’t think he made one three.
Tonight he hit three from about twenty-five feet
out. You can’t guard that. We just had to live with
it. He was definitely a difference maker.

“I was really proud, though, of how we fought the
big kid [Boler] down low. I don’t even know if he
reached ten points. That says a lot about our kids,
because they knew they were in for a battle.”

Boler, who dominated Lindsay Lane with 29
points and 17 rebounds in an 81-39 win earlier this
season, took only four shots Saturday night. He
made all four, finishing with 10 points and nine
boards. Derrick Bishop chipped in with 13 points
for the Eagles, and Will Jones added eight.

Weatherford, who topped the 20-point mark 11
times as a junior last season, finished with 21 on
Saturday to lead Red Bay. He shot 7-for-15 from
the field overall, knocking down five of the Tigers’
11 total three-pointers.

“Playing [Decatur Heritage], they really play
defense to get the ball back as fast as possible,”
Torisky said. “They’re trying to steal every pass,
but what that does is leave a lot of openings for
you to attack and kick. So we knew we were
gonna get shots if we didn’t turn the ball over. And
our guys just started hitting them.

“Those guys on my team can shoot, and I knew
they’d start hitting them. They’ve got confidence,
and we work on that every day. When the shots
started falling, I think everybody probably looked
shocked, but they expected to make those.”

Weatherford pulled down seven rebounds to go
along with his 21 points. Allison and Corum each
scored eight points on 3-for-7 shooting, and Ray
added six points and eight rebounds. Senior Noah
Brewer banked in a 35-footer at the halftime
buzzer and finished with three points. Senior
Hunter Bays also had three points, going 3-for-4
from the foul line.

The Tigers shot 31 percent (17-for-54) from the
field, making nearly twice as many threes (11) as
two-point baskets (six). They were 8-for-10 from
the line and out-rebounded Decatur Heritage 24-
20. The Eagles shot 58 percent (25-for-43) from
the field and made seven threes.

Red Bay is playing this week in a Thanksgiving
tournament in Hanceville.

“It’s good. It shows a lot of people—and our team,
hopefully—that there’s a lot of potential with this
group,” Torisky said. “The way they responded

and played their way back into it, I think that says
a lot about the character of our guys.”



Week 13: November 24

Florida at
Florida State

Georgia Tech
at Georgia

Auburn at
Alabama

Tennessee
at Vanderbilt

South Carolina
at Clemson

Kentucky
at Louisville

LSU at
Texas A&M

Michigan at
Ohio State

Notre Dame
at USC

Utah State at
Boise State

Florida

Georgia

Alabama

Vanderbilt

Clemson

Kentucky

Texas A&M

Michigan

Notre Dame

Boise State

Auburn Alabama

Submit your picks to us each week in one of two ways: Fill out the entry form on this page and
mail it to us at 113 Washington Ave. NW, Russellville, AL 35653, or email your picks to us

along with your name and number at franklinfreepress@yahoo.com. Picks sent in by mail for
Week 13 must be postmarked by Friday, November 23, and picks submitted by email for
Week 13 must be received by Saturday, November 24 at 10 a.m. Each week, the contestant
who correctly picks the most games will win a free T-shirt and the chance to pick in the grand-
prize final-week contest. If multiple contestants correctly pick the same number of games in a

given week, the tiebreaker score will be used to determine a winner. Contestants are only
eligible to win the weekly contest once. Thanks for playing, and good luck!

Congrats to Week 12 winner BARRY KING, who correctly picked 8
out of 10 games and also picked Notre Dame to beat Syracuse 42-17!
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