Hattiesburg & Laurel Areas

601-467-9515

By Linda Cranford

After 19 years of service as executive
director of the United Way of the Pine
Belt Region, Barbara Johnson has retired.
Many folks involved with the organiza-
tion never thought the day would come
that Johnson would actually leave; she
had talked about retiring for several years.
Friday December 14, she walked out of
the Chisholm Center Building at the cor-
ner of Oak and Magnolia for the last time
leaving the executive directorship in the
hands of longtime friend and former co-
worker Rhonda Gilbert.

Johnson began volunteering with the
United Way in 1984 when she was work-
ing at Trustmark Bank. “T still remember
Bob Gaddis calling me into his office and
asking me to be a volunteer with the Unit-
ed Way,” said Johnson. Gaddis was the
bank president, and very active in United
Way. “He asked me to serve on the Citi-
zen’s Review Panel.”

The Citizen’s Review Panel visits and
reviews the United Way partnership agen-
cies and works with the Fund Distribution
Committee in deciding on the amount of
money allocated to each agency.

“The first year I was on the Citizen’s
Review Panel, I went for four interviews
and I still remember them. I visited the
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Johnson retires from United Way of the Pine Belt Region

Barbara Johnson waves good-bye as she re-
tires from the United Way of the Pine Belt Re-
gion. Photo by Linda Cranford

Christian Food Mission, Parents for Drug
Free Youth, Laurel Language, Speech,
and Hearing, and the Pine Belt Drug Al-
liance,” recalled Johnson. “After going
on those four interviews, I thought, oh my
gosh, look at what these people are doing
with the amount of money they are getting
from the United Way and the services they
are providing to our community. I thought
how awesome it was that they could
provide those services. Then I thought,

601-426-9484
601-319-3555

they’re not getting enough money.”

Johnson said she served on the Citi-
zen’s Review Panel for three or four years.
“I always wanted to do more,” exclaimed
Johnson. “My goal was to be Fund Dis-
tribution Chairman. I knew that the Fund
Distribution Chairman oversaw the Fund
Distribution committee and all the people
on the Citizen’s Review Panel. I thought
about being able to influence how much
money we could raise in the community
if I was Fund Distribution Chairman.”
Johnson became Fund Distribution Chair-
man and served three or four years as
chairman.

“Then one day, Bob Gaddis called me
into his office again and asked me if I
wanted to get involved with the campaign
process of the United Way. I became the
Commercial Division Chairman. At one
point, I was Fund Distribution Chairman
and Regional Campaign Chairman. It
was a unique situation. As far as I know,
I’m the only person that has served a dual
chairmanship like that.”

After serving as a volunteer for 15
years, the opportunity for Johnson to
serve fulltime with the United Way came
in 1999 when the Executive Director at
the time, Anna Willis, decided to retire. I
told them I would give three years. The
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first year I was going to access where we
were and make changes. The second year
I was going to implement those changes
and determine their success. And, the
third year I was going to analyze those
changes to make sure everything was in
shape, and then I would be gone. I was
going to do something else.” Nineteen
years later, Johnson has decided to finally
do that “something else.”

“I believe that sometimes in order for
an organization to be more successful you
have to have a change in leadership,” said
Johnson. “Times have changed, attitudes
have changed, and our community has
changed. I've always wanted what was
best for United Way. I’ve had a great 33
years with United Way. It’s time for a
leadership change.”

Johnson said she’s looking forward to
traveling and spending more time with
her family.

Gilbert comes to the United Way with
over 30 years’ experience in the Banking
Industry having previously worked with
the Bank of Jones County and First State
Bank as assistant vice president, and most
recently with Grand Bank in Hattiesburg
as internal auditor.

Continued on Page 3
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Howard Industries helps Salvation
Army durlng hollday season

Local author Gleveland Payne sets
up shop in Sawmill Square Mall

Mississippi Writer, Cleveland Payne, a lifelong resident of
Laurel, Mississippi happily set up shop in the Laurel, Saw-
mill Square Mall for the 2018 Christmas Season. Payne
is the author of sixteen books including histories, essays,
novels, and a biography. He is a retired educator and the
recipient of several writing awards including the 2017 Mis-
sissippi D.A.R. Community Service Award. For more infor-
mation visit his website: http://www.clevelandpaynebooks.
com. Photo/Katie Grice

Auditions set for January
7-8 for Biloxi Blues

Laurel Little Theatre’s 58th Season continues this spring with
the funny and moving Neil Simon comedy “Biloxi Blues.” The
Tony Award winning Best Play was based on Simon's real life
story when he was drafted into the Army during World War II and
was stationed in the muggy swamps of steamy coastal Mississippi.
Auditions are at LLT’s Downtown Arabian Theatre on Monday
and Tuesday, January 7-8 at 7 p.m. No preparation necessary —
just come down and read from the script with everyone else. Di-
rector Rick Youngblood will need a cast of 7 men and 2 women (a
few high school/college ages will be cast in some of these roles).
There's the hard-as-nails platoon leader, a half dozen of the enlist-
ed privates (of all ages) and then a couple of ladies the men meet
at the local USO dances. Rehearsals will run through February and
March three nights a week, and then, pick up a few extra rehears-
als the last two weeks before performances begin. Drop a line at
LLTLaurelMS @aol.com with any questions.
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featuring the
Magnolia Boys Calm Assurance
Quartet and Calm

Assurance

o J N Dec. 31

a ‘ m‘. "i L 7:00 pm
Glade Baptist Church

Hwy. 15 South e Laurel, MS

“Howard Industries is excited to work with the Salvation Army again this year for this year’s
Angel Tree and canned food drive. As they do every year, our employees have generously giv-
en to help everyone, especially children, have a Merry Christmas.”- Michael Howard. Left to
Right: Mickey Ross, Major Raymond Pruitt, Moe Caver, Lawanda Singleton, Michael Howard
and Pam Boler. Photo/submitted
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Simmons
BeautyRest
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Jamison Bedding

Save up to

$500 Off!
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4 Seat Sets
starting at...

Solid Wood
Frame & Legs
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75% Off!

Reclining Love Seat & Recliner
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Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 9-5:30
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601-425-1151

FURNITURE

WWW.TODAYSFURNITUREONLINE.COM

Bay Springs - 601-764-2161
Ellisville - 601-477-3312

106 Leontyne Price Blvd., Laurel

*Does not qualify for free delivery. Some clearance items have no warranty.
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HAPPY NEW -YEAR!

Thank you to all our customers for your business
during the past year. It was an honor and a privilege
to serve you. We look forward to serving you
even more and better in 2019.

+HARDWARE +FURNITURE

«APPLIANCES «FLOORING «RENTAL
«BUILDING SUPPLIES «GIFTS
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By Martha McCarty

He had been left for dead, and he wasn’t
far from being just that. The fight had been
a bad one, and most everyone in his com-
pany had been killed. All of the officers who
had anything close to good sense had been
killed, and the few stragglers who could
still walk had found each other and gone on
ahead deeper into
the Carolina hills.
It was all but pitch
black dark in the
woods where he lay.

As Edward began
to come to, he knew
he too had been
shot. His shoulder
hurt like the devil.
In fact it felt like the
devil himself had hold of his arm and was
trying his best to twist the darn thing off.
Edward lay as still as he could, what with
the pain and all, and listened. He could hear
gun shots, but they seemed much farther
away than they had been when he had fallen
against the tree and then on to the ground.

He opened his eyes but was conscious not
to turn his head or try to rise up. As best he
could, he studied the trees above and was
glad to find himself partially under some
bushes as well. They did help to conceal his
body a bit as he lay there under them.

And then he heard the voices. “What are
they saying?” he thought. “I can’t make
out what they’re saying.” Lying perfectly
still, he played dead as the footsteps came
closer to him. “Maybe they won’t see me
here, if I don’t move and can keep myself
from screaming.” The thought of being
gone through with a bayonet was almost too

much to allow himself not to move. “If I can
see one raised above me, I’ll try to roll over
and away,” he told himself.

He’d been trained to finish off any
wounded and dying if he came up on a badly
wounded enemy soldier. He’d often won-
dered if he could do such a thing to a fellow
who couldn’t defend himself. Even an en-
emy was still a man, and any man deserved
the right to survive if he had managed to live
through what he’s seen today.

With his eyes closed, he was deep in
thought when the hand came to rest on his
forehead, and despite all of the control he
could muster, he jumped at the touch. And
when she squealed, he hollered and rolled
way. But the tree beside him kept him from
going far. Grabbing his wounded shoulder,
he tried to sit up, as the young girl fell back-
ward herself. Within an instant, there was a
man beside her, and he was talking to Ed.

In broken English the Indian said, “Sol-
dier hurt. Soldier be still. We help you. Sol-
dier be still.”

Edward was in no condition to run. The
roll against the tree had taken his breath, and
he sure wasn’t going anywhere on his own.
“But, what now?”” he wondered.

Again and very slowly, the young woman
reached to his forehead. He didn’t think he
was feverous, but Edward realized that that
was what she was trying to determine. He
lay still and let her place a hand first on his
forehead and then on his cheek.

He didn’t know quite what to think when
she smiled at him, and said, “No hot.” And
then she turned to the man with, “We take
him village?”

By now Edward had gotten himself up
against the tree and was leaning against it
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The Story Teller: “Left for Dead”

while holding his shoulder with his good
arm. The man squatted beside him and of-
fered to check the wound. “Me look, Sol-
dier?” And then Edward heard, “Me clean?”

Actions do speak volumes, and Edward
Royals knew that these two Choctaw Indi-
ans were trying to help him. He gave con-
sent with both his own smile and an affirma-
tive nod, but he passed out when the blade
slid into the wound and behind the bullet
to prod it out. That excruciating pain, the
loss of blood from an afternoon of bleeding
and the trauma of the whole ordeal together
were enough to put him back out.

It was nearly daylight when Ed woke
again. This time he was in a hut of some
sort. He could see the sky through a hole in
the roof where smoke was going out — lean-
ing up along the side of the not-so- high wall
of the structure was a long contraption made
of sticks fastened to a couple of saplings
by short lengths of vine. He would find out
later that it was a travois, a stretcher, that the
Indians had fashioned to pull and carry him
back to the village on. It had to have taken
a while to make; it was quite long; Edward
was quite tall.

As he lay there, taking in his surround-
ings and listening to quiet voices from out-
side, the young woman from the night be-
fore came through the doorway opening of
the hut. She carried a small bowl in a towel
and knelt down beside him. When Ed made
an effort to sit up, she helped him do so, and
he leaned against a pile of blankets stacked
between his mat and the wall.

“Soldier, eat?” she said. And she lifted
the bowl to his lips. Their eyes locked, as he
drank slowly from the bowl. What the liquid
was he didn’t know, but it was warm, and it

was good! It was a broth made from veni-
son and had small bits of meat in it. Noth-
ing he’d eaten in weeks had tasted quite so
good, and she had to pull the bowl away un-
til she could make him understand that he
needed to slow down.

Without knowing it or even trying to do
s0, she had found her way to his heart. Little
did she know that through the stomach is the
quickest way to a man’s heart! When she
gave him back the bowl, he slowly finished
the broth and settled back onto his mat.

“What’s your name?” he asked. He patted
his chest and said, "Edward. I'm Edward.
What’s your name?” Then he patted his
chest again, said, “Edward, and then patted
her arm. “You?” he asked.

She understood what he asked and re-
sponded with a name he didn’t think he
could pronounce.

He laughed and said, “I can’t say that.
I’1l call you Clariesa. I've always liked that
name.” He patted his chest again and said,
“Edward”, and then he patted her arm and
said, “You Clariesa.”

She smiled into his eyes as she patted her
own chest and said, “Clariesa.” She again
smiled and said, “Clariesa.” Later he would
introduce her as Clariesa Harris. He figured
she needed a sire name as well, and Harris
would do until he gave her his own.

Edward and Clariesa Royals were the
grandparents of my mother-in-law and sev-
eral others in our surrounding counties,
including, among others, the communities
of Stringer, Summerland, Taylorsville, Bay
Springs and Moselle.

Thursday, December 13,2018, United Way of the Pine Belt Region hosted a celebration honor-
ing Barbara Johnson (pictured right) for 19 years of leadership and welcoming Rhonda Gilbert
(pictured left) to succeed her. Johnson originally became associated with United Way of the
Pine Belt Region as a volunteer. She stated that the most enjoyment she received from her lead-
ership as executive director of United Way of the Pine Belt Region, was simply the people. She
treasures her time spent serving the community and said that the experiences made through
United Way of the Pine Belt Division as both volunteer and executive director will always be in
her heart. Gilbert shared that it means the world to her to know that she is trusted to represent
United Way of the Pine Belt division as executive director. She is honored to have the opportu-
nity to connect and interact with people within her community on a personal level, and she is
honored to continue United Way’s Mission of shining light within the community.

Photo/Katie Grice

JOHNSON RETIRES.... continued from Page 1

She has been married to her husband,
Randall Gilbert, for 21 years and has lived
in Jones County for over 25 years. She
has a son, a daughter, two stepsons, and
six grandchildren.

“I have known Barbara for many years,
and have always admired her work ethic
and compassion,” stated Gilbert. “As a

friend and former co-worker, I am so ex-
cited and thrilled to be able to take the
reins and follow in her footsteps. It’s ex-
citing and scary for both of us. I look for-
ward to doing everything I can to make
United Way the best that it can be and
continue what Barbara has been doing for
the last nineteen years.”

DRIVE

* Diapers - all sizes
* Wipes
* Antibacterial soap

e Extreme Nutrition - downtown Laurel
* Decibel Audio - 2514 Hwy. 15 N., Laurel

O @

Shriners Hospitals
for Children®

Love to the rescue!™

‘It;m:s' .Ile;d.ed.:

* Toys for all ages. Must be new and in package.

Drop-off Llocations:

e Laurel Impact - 1010 N. 16th Ave., Laurel

e Action Automotive - 4415 Hwy. 15 N.,
* GCBR Machinists - 11 County Barn Rd.
* The Hunter’s Edge - 407 US 11, Ellisville

* Buffalo Wild Wings - 3 Churchill St., Hattiesburg

, Laurel

Thank You and God Bless!

We need your
help!

The Laurel Shrine
Club is accepting
donations to fill this
enclosed trailer with
toys, diapers and
wipes to deliver

to the Shriners
Childrens’ Hospital

in Shreveport, LA.
on February 14, 2019.

For more information
please contact:

Brad Hearn
601-319-1540

U7 Cash and Paypal

donations
are also accepted and
welcomed!
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NEED CASH?

A8 Call Verna
She will
hold your
& | o~ personal
. "~ ~check and
- give you
LoV casH!
Loans from $50 to $410

LAUREL CHECK CASHING
134 Beacon St., Ste. C

Laurel - 601-426-2432
HELP WANTED

Blake's Mobile Home. Hiring for
all positions. Must have a valid driv-
ers license and transportation. Pay
depending on experience. Call 601-
422-8588.

GENERAL

Need Prayer? Sick? Depressed?
Financial Problems? (21) | tell you
the truth, if you have faith and do not
doubt. (22) If you believe, you will re-
ceive whatever you ask for in prayer.
Matthew 21:21-22. Call us anytime
free of charge. 24/7. We are here for
you. Elder McDaniel. Amazing Grace
Prayer Ministries: 662-207-2936

Lawncare: Serving Hattiesburg,
Lumberton, Laurel, Sumrall, Petal,
Brooklyn, Ellisville, Purvis and Mo-
selle areas. Reasonable rates. 601-
325-5008. www.fullservicelawnca-
rems.com
Flooring,

remodeling, painting,

pressure washing & more. Li
censed.

Insured. References. 24
years experience. Wilson 8:21 Paint-
ing, Remodeling & More LLC. Il Cor-
inthians 8:21. 601-268-7603.

Flagpoles Make Perfect Christ
mas Gifts! Starting at $99 Installed]|
Gift certificates available or lay away
now. Only at American Flagpole]

Have a Rebel Christmas at Flag
Heads, located on Hwy. 49 North
at CW's Flea Market. Flags - Tags -
Stickers - Hats - Smoke Shop. Open
Thursday-Friday-Saturday, 10 a.m. -
4 p.m. You won't find it at Walmart!

ATTORNEYS

Bankruptcy & Social Security, Tra-
cy A. Walley, 1616 West 3rd Street,
Laurel, 601-651-2186

articles.
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POSITION AVAILABLE

The Laurel Impact is looking for a reporter/
photographer to help with our plans for expanded news
coverage in the Laurel/Jones County area.

Interested candidates should note the following:

. Excellent writing skills required.
o Must be able to cover “hard” news and write feature

J Must be able to work a flexible schedule.

e Must be able to meet deadlines.

. Photography skills a plus.

. Degree in journalism, English, political science or
paralegal studies preferred.

J Experience as a news editor/reporter helpful.

e Competitive salary and benefits.

Send resume to: Kevin @impactads.com

HOWARD INDUSTRIES

SUBSTATION DIVISION NOW HIRING!

Experienced Welder/Fabricator

Required Skills:

* Must have both MIG and TIG welding experience
 Minimum 2 years of experience
* Will be responsible for welding production quotas

e Train and assist others

» Starting wage $17.00 per hour

* Follow directions and adhere to safety requirements
* Be a team player that's self-motivated

* Pass a background and drug test

: Location: Ellisville, MS
= Howard Industries, Inc. offers excellent pay and benefits including: Health
Insurance, Free Life Insurance, 401K, Paid Vacation, Holiday Pay & More

FARM

Deer corn 2018 crop, triple cleaned,
50lb. sacks, $6.25. Jones Co., Hwy
84 West, Hebron. 601-433-5063.
Close at 2 p.m. Saturdays.

WANTED TO BUY

I buy junk cars, buses and heavy
equipment. U Call. We Haul! We
pickup 24/7. Call 601-297-2778.

TIMBER AND LUMBER

Know the value of your timber be-
fore you sell. We provide timber ap-
praisals and help landowners market
their timber for the highest value.
Walley Forestry Consultants, Inc.,
www.walleyforestry.com, 601-477-
3014.

Cypress Lumber for sale. Rough or
plained. T&G&V and beaded. Bev-
eled and log siding, white and yellow
pine and Poplar. T&G&V. Cypress
beams, cut up to 32 foot long. Open
7:00AM-3:30PM,  Monday-Friday,
Saturday, 7:00AM-12PM. 601-315-
5533, fax 601-344-0950. frankssaw-
mill.com

VACATION

Gulf Shores Condos, $90/nights.
Houses, $200/nights. Weekly spe-
cials available. Connie Daughdrill,
1-251-510-3090.

FIREWOOD

Seasoned split oak firewood, 30+
years experience. Free delivery.
601-550-2502 or 601-583-6310.

MUSICAL

Lynn Evans Piano Service: Regis-
tered craftsman with Piano Techni-
cians Guild. Used pianos for sale.
B.M.E. USM. 601-729-2823

PORTABLE BUILDINGS

Payne Portable Buildings. 12
months Same as Cash or Rent to
Own Financing Available wac. Of-
fice located at 342 Maxey Rd., Hwy
84W, Laurel. 601-426-9484 or 601-
319-3555.

MASSAGE

Massage One. Members enjoy
$45.00. Deep tissue 1 Hr. Massage
session. By Robert Lowe, LMT
#1362. Call to book yours today!

601-466-2199. www.MassageOne.
us

HANDYMAN

Handyman Services: carpentry,
electrical, plumbing, porches, and
more, all aspects of home repairs
and remodels. No job too small. Call
601-935-8325.

PETS

Free puppies to a good home. Bor-
der collie/lab mix and lab mix. Call
601-323-7808.

Pet Grooming Services, Pet Board-
ing Services, Pet Training Classes,
Pet Grooming Classes. We are here
to help you. We offer competitive
rates in all of the services above.
We have a special love for our furry
friends and furry families. Call us and
compare our rates, our services and
most of all our love. Over 30 years of
experience. 601-268-1999,

FURNITURE

Mama's Mattress Max! 20 differ-
ent styles to try out. Sets start at
twin $145, full $165, queen $185,
king $295. Will split sets. Blackwell's
Furniture, 5200 Hwy. 84 West at Cal-
houn. 601.649.6111.

FISH

Slade Channel Catfish Finger-
lings, Bass, Bream, Grass Carp,
KOI fathead-tuffy Minnows, Elec-
trofishing, etc. Free water analysis.
State licensed. Randall Slade 601-
796-2000 www.sladesfish.com

CAMPERS

2006 Raptor, 37ft. toy hauler. 5th
wheel. Sleeps at least 8. triple axels,
2 slide-outs, lots of storage space,
extra tall ceilings w/ceiling fan, 2 A/C,
sep. shower/toilet. Photos text 601-
520-5918. $18,000.

$8,000.00. 2009 Nomad Joey Mod-
el 203, 20' length, queen bed, good
alc, 8' slide out. Serious inquiries
only. Call 601-433-4628.

LAND

+/- 219 Acres priced to sell Quick!!
Located on just outside of Topton,
AL, and one hour from Mobile, AL.
Has road frontage on CR 19 along
with power and water available. Has
7 acre Lake. Has great secluded
House/Camp Site sitting underneath

beautiful mature longleaf pines and
hardwoods. Dark and Rich Waters
of Bilbo Creek runs through the prop-
erty with Hardwoods make for great
wildlife habitat. Has several cleared
areas that will make large and plenti-
ful food plots. Has some young pine
and some thickets for deer to bed in.
Don't
miss this one of a kind Hunting/Rec-
reational Tract. Reduced! $306,600
Call Woods & Waters Realty at 800-
526-3961. See more at mfmland.
com.

+/- 160 Acres Located on Bart An-
derson Rd, Just West of Stateline,
MS and Southwest of Buckatunna,
MS in Wayne County, MS.This prop-
erty consists of 10 year old Loblolly
Pine Plantation that is growing well.
Located on a low ftraffic blacktop
road this tract offers serenity for
those looking for a get away, hunting
or recreational tract of land with Tim-
ber Investment. Power is available
for a house or camp. Great Hunting
in the area close to Chichasawhay
WMA and Big Creek which provides
fishing and boating. Priced to sale!!
$240,000. Call Rob McCraw @ 601-
498-9143 or Woods & Waters Realty
at 800-526-3961. See more at mfm-
land.com.

+/- 183 Acres Very Secluded Locat-
ed just South of Shubuta-Euccutta
Rd, this tract offers +/- 44 acres of 15
year old pine plantation, +/- 20 aces
of 12 year old pine plantation, +/- 10
acres of 8 year old pine plantation,
+/-90 acres of natural timber, and
+/- 20 acres of unthinned 22 year old
pine. Has great topography and lake
site. This property offers Great Hunt-
ing. Has gas line crossing property
which is planted in wildlife plants.
Has deeded Right of Way. Can't

Woods & Waters Realty at 800-526-
3961. See more at mfmland.com.

+/- 160 Acres Located just off of
Chicora-Greene Co Road in Wayne
County this tract consists of 10 year
old Long Leaf Plantation and Mixed
Pine/Hwd. Has over 1/2 Mile of Big
Creek Water Frontage which offers
boating, fishing and relaxation on
beautiful sandbars.  Great Hunt-
ing Tract with endless possibilities.
Access Pending. Adjoining acres
also available; please call for details.
$304,000 Call Rob McCraw @ 601-
498-9143 for more info. Call Woods
& Waters Realty at 800-526-3961.
See more at mfmland.com.

Perry Co. +/- 12 Acres.With Y-mile
frontage along the Leaf River, this
listing offers an excellent spot
for a hunting & fishing camp, a
weekend retreat or a secluded
homesite. The property features a
mix of mature natural hardwoods

and pines. With easy access from
Old Hwy 24, the property is just
three miles west of New Augusta.
Priced at $75,000. Call Phil 601-
381-0678 at Walley Properties,
LLC for more info.

Perry Co. Leaf River Lots.Three
lots alongthe Leaf River ranging-
from +/- 1/3-1/2 acre each offer the
perfectplace for a weekend get-
away or a family compound. Enjoy
all the benefits of the river: fish-
ing, boating, swimming, floating.
Located 1.5 miles north of Beau-
mont, all three lots have front-
age on River Loop Rd. They are
undeveloped, just waiting to be
transformed. Priced at $45,000 for
all three or separatelyat $17,000
each. Call Clifton 601-606-4336 at
Walley Properties, LLC for more
info.

SERVICES OFFERED

Bolivar's Mobile Home Delivery
and Setup. Statewide moving. Li-
censed and insured. Nathan Bolivar:
601-580-9900.

Payne House Movers: We relocate
houses & buildings. 39 Years Experi-
ence. Call us for an estimate. 601-
319-3555.

Dozier & Excavation Land Clear-
ing. Insured. Site prep, ponds. Call
Wesley Butler at 601-335-4309.

Taylor's Sewing Machine Center
We repair all makes. Free estimates.
Complete line of parts & bags, Kirby,
Electrolux, Eureka, Hoover, Com-
pact, Filter Queen and many others.
955 Hwy 28 West, Soso, MS. 601-
425-1832.

Kool-Seal Mobile homes, travel
trailers, campers, sheds, etc. Energy
efficient, 10% reduction. Call Craig
or leave message, 601-544-9614

Joey's Remodeling & Construc-
tion: No job too big or too small.
We got ya covered! Free estimates.
601-543-3928. We appreciate your
business.

Walters Septic & Backhoe. Septic
tanks, field lines, treatment plants.
Call 601-649-6418 or 601-498-8204.

Miller Tree Service: bucket truck,
professional, 30 years experience,
insured; Bobcat - dump truck and
chipper available, senior citizen
discount, free estimates. 601-498-
3836, 601-649-0174.

Lonnie Lofton Roofing Contract-
ing -- since 1968. Call 601-425-4484
or 601-422-3003.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

The Area Happenings section is
a schedule of activities for non-
profit groups only — such as
schools, churches and other not-
Jor-profit organizations or fam-
ily events. You may send your

events to: Admin@laurelimpact.

com.

December 30

The Fifth Sunday Community Unity
Church Service will be held Decem-
ber 30 at Gavin Chapel Presbyterian
Church beginning at 11:30 a.m. Rev.
Joseph Bass will bring the message.

December 31

Glade Baptist Church, located on Hwy.

Apply Online at www.howard.com/careers

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER VET/DISABLED

January 7

Laurel Little Theatre’s 58th Season
continues this spring with the funny
and moving Neil Simon comedy “Bi-
loxi Blues.” The Tony Award winning
Best Play was based on Simon's real
life story when he was drafted into
the Army during World War Il and was
stationed in the muggy swamps of
steamy coastal Mississippi. Auditions
are at LLT’s Downtown Arabian The-

sl
G

C—

]

I

15 south of Laurel, will have a New
Year’s Eve gospel sing on December
31 at 7:00 p.m. and going until 12:01
a.m. The featured Groups will be The
Magnolia Boys Quartet of Laurel and
Calm Assurance of Columbia.

atre on Monday and Tuesday, January
7-8 at 7 p.m. No preparation neces-
sary — just come down and read from
the script with everyone else. Director
Rick Youngblood will need a cast of 7
men and 2 women (a few high school/

college ages will be cast in some of
these roles). There's the hard-as-nails

Apply Online at www.howard.com/jobs

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER VET/DISABLED

platoon leader, a half dozen of the en-
listed privates (of all ages) and then a
couple of ladies the men meet at the
local USO dances. Rehearsals will run
through February and March three
nights a week, and then, pick up a few
extra rehearsals the last two weeks
before performances begin. Drop a
line at LLTLaureIMS@aol.com with any
questions.

HOWARD INDUSTRIES

NOW HIRING
ALL JOBS

ENTRY LEVEL HELPER AND ASSEMBLERS
STARTING AT $11.00.
CORE LACERS, WELDERS, COIL WINDERS
AND MORE STARTING AT $12.50.
NO EXPERIENCE REQUIRED.

Howard Industries Inc. offers excellent pay and benefits

including: Health Insurance, Life Insurance, Paid Vacation,
Holiday Pay & More.
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--------SERVICE DIREC
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MOBILE HOME
SERVICES

DELIVER - SET UP - SKIRTING

Licensed ¢ Bonded e Insured
Todd Delk - Owner

601-335-4211

Joey's Remodeling

& Consiruction
Handyman Work

NO JOBTOO BIG

ORTOO SMALL
We got ya covered!

[ FREE ESTIMATES |

601-543-3928

WE APRRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS

Thames Concrete Finishing. Set
forms, patios, finishing slabs, drive-
ways, brick work, painting, stamp

concrete, home improvements,
great work. Percy Thames, 601-
543-8712.

TREE

Mark
601-498-5916
« All Types of Tree Work
« 24 Hr. Emergercy Service
« Storm Damage
« Debris Removal
« Bucket Truck

SERVICE

-Insured -
Kimble

601-433-6996
« Crane Truck
« Bobcat Skidder
«Bush Hogging

« Mulching
« Lot Clean Up

AsA SEPTIC

SERVICES, LLC

PLUMBING SERVICES
Now Availahle!

Install and Repair
- Septic tanks
- Treatment Plants
+ Field Line

- Grease Traps

601-649-8838 IN GOD
601-433-2947 Trusr

69783

Family Owned
& Operated for
over 34 Years

HAIGLER

ROOFING
& REPAIR

¢ New Construction ¢ Leaks
* Repairs ¢ Shingles ¢ Metal
* Flat Roofs ® Chimneys

FREE ESTIMATES
30 Yrs. Experience

bab429

Call Dennis Haigler

SQUEAKY CLEAN

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
CLEANING SERVICES

Flexible Schedule:

*Weekly

% *Bi-Weekly
Monthly Visits
Available After Hours
FREE ESTIMATES
601-335-2152"

Licensed & Bonded
« Approximately
20 Yrs. Experience

BOLIVAR'S
DeliverylaiSetup

Statewide Moving

e Licensed
e Insured

Nathan Bolivar
601-580-9900

DOZIER]S
E)(GA\'ATIIIN

'. SITE PBEP PIINIIS
./ EWESLEY/BUTLER!
601-335-4309"

I buy junk cars, buses and heavy
equipment. U Call. We Haul! We
pickup 24/7. Call 601-297-2778.

If you want to drink, that's your
business. If you want to stop, that's
ours. Call Alcoholics Anonymous at
601-426-426-0108.

House Leveling Foundation Re-
pairs. Replace bad sills, floor joist,
or flooring. Sagging or shaky floor or
dragging door, we can fix this. Let us
make your foundation safe. Insured.
601-543-7007

A&A Septic Tank. We clean, install
and repair septic tanks treatment
plants, field line, grease traps. In
business for 34 years.Family owned
and operated. 601-649-8838. In
God We Trust.

R&R Contracting Laborer Ser-
vices. All home improvements,
roofing, floors, carpentry, hardwood,
ceramic, sheet rock, painting. Avg.
$20.00/hour., professional, labor
service. Why pay 100's/1000's, 20
years experience. 601-310-9025.
Proverbs 13:11.

Coats Tree Service: Insured. All
types of tree work, 24hr. emergency
service, storm drainage, debris re-
moval, bucket truck, crane truck,
bobcat skidder, bush hogging,
mulching, lot clean up. Call Mark at
601-498-5916 or Kimble at 601-433-
6996.

Hurtt's Tree Service owners, Bob-
by Joe & Crystal Hurtt have retired.
We are referring all our customers
to Chris Hurtt, owner of Chris's Tree
Service, call 601-335-5850, for all
of your tree work. Insured with 25
years of experience. Thank you for
your business.

D&W Home Care Services. Free
estimates, reasonable rates. Vinyl
siding, painting, decks, plumbing,
home repairs, A/C inspection and
repair. Licensed and insured. Wayne
Williams, 601-516-1994.

Cox Roofing: We've got you cov-
ered! Tear-offs & re-roofing; repairs
& maintenance; quality shingles; flat
roof; single ply; leak barriers. Jona-
than Cox, Laurel. Free estimates.
Call 601-319-7857.

Junk Cars: Get rid of those snake
dens and rat dens. Bring 'em to us,
or we'll pick 'em up! Springer Auto
Salvage. Call 601-649-4238.

Raybourn Construction: Roof-
ing and repairs, general construc-
tion, remodeling, painting, heating
& alc service, and more. 30 years
experience, insured State Licensed
Contractor. 100% Financing, credit
scores down to 540. Call 601-580-
7540 or 601-649-0780.

John Pearson Lawncare, LLC:
Commercial & Residential. Call
today for a Free Consultation. 601-
319-9255.

Flowers, Sand & Gravel: We now
install septic systems, grinder pumps
and spray systems. We deliver all
types of gravel, fill material, sand,
rock and topsoil, soil mix and muich.
Dozier and track-hoe service avail-
able. Foundations, roads, ponds,
etc. We also have Above Ground
Precast Storm Shelters, several
sizes available. Give us a call. 601-
498-5983 or 601-477-2767.

Dozer, trackhoe, backhoe, bush-
hogging work, fill dirt, clay, gravel,

LARGE SHIPMENT JUST ARRIVED!!!
ANTIQUE EUROPEAN FURNITURE

126 HWY. 28 W » LAUREL

FARRIS

Mobile Home
TRANSPORT

STATEWIDE MOVING

Licensed & Insured
TRANSPORTING SINCE 1979

SALES & SERVICE

Tony Farris

601-422-4144

BABI1516

PINE BELT GUTTERS
& REMODELING

SPECIALIZING IN
SEAMLESS GUTTERS, VINYL SIDING,
PATIO COVERS, REPLACEMENT
WINDOWS & DOORS.

Gutter cleaning service is also available.

A"
. NOW OFFERING: 4

W Exclusively at Pine Belt Gutters

esnares 001-265-6010

WE WILL BEAT ANY COMPETITOR'S PRICE!

I~ 7 Inch Gutters < } Financing Available! «

“We've got you covered!”

TS
ROOFING
Residential and Commercial
*TEAR-OFFS & RE-ROOFING
e REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

15-YR. WARRANTY ON
SHINGLES & LABOR!

]onathan (004 Free Estimates

(NN CRRE0/15311(97,8 57

WALTER’S)

SEPTIC & BACKHOE

o Septic Tanks
¢ Field Lines
o Treatment Plants

649-6418
498-8204

MS Health Dept. Approved

FORESTRY MULCHING
Hunter McLeod
601-580-8696

Ricky Padgett
601-342-9550

INSURED & BONDED

sand, delivered, mobile home pads,

ponds, driveways built, repaired,
clearing, site prep. Mark Butler. 601-
433-6459 or 601-425-1747

Residential Stump Grinding, no
job too small. Call 601-477-3862
or 601-433-1531 for free estimate.
Fully Insured.

Painting, pressure washing, floor-
ing, remodeling & more. Licensed.
Insured. References. 24 years ex-
perience Wilson 8:21 Painting, Re-
modeling & More LLC. Il Corinthians
8:21. 601-268-7603.

Roofing & Repair, new construc-
tion, leak repairs, shingles, metal,
flat roofs, chimneys, all types roofing
and repair, free estimates, 25 years
experience, call Dennis Haigler. 601-
319-2522.

Lawncare: Serving Hattiesburg,
Lumberton, Laurel, Sumrall, Petal,
Brooklyn, Ellisville, Purvis and Mo-

PRIDESEAEF

INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS TO EVERYDAY CHALLENGES

NOW HIRING

Machine Operators
Forklift Operators

Packers & Production
Workers
(Background Check & Drug Screen)

Administrative Assistant
Bookkeeper

601.582.8881

f WWW.PRIDESTAFF.COM @

DRIVERS, are you tired of having to jump through hoop“‘s; such as gimmicky
revenue and retention bonuses? Do you want to earn what you are worth?

At Baggett Transportation, we pay you what you are worth, without the hassle!

We offer the best benefits in town, which include
e Health Insurance ¢ Company Matching 401-K Plan e Paid Vacation

P;Y

t

agge

B

DON'T MARK IT RUSH,
JUST TAG IT BAGGETT.

SINCE 1925,

Call for more information or apply in person at:

2815 Industrial Blvd.

1NG 90 YEARS

/\t

RTATION

\=

e Laurel, MS

601-426-3462

\ Puy /mnmg at

%
40

.V;Now leasing
| Owner
 Operators!
Flats

CG” fdr
det

7 69927

selle areas. Reasonable rates. 601-
325-5008. www.fullservicelawnca-
rems.com

20 vyears flooring experience,
from cleaning to subfloor problems.
Installing, fixing, patching and sand-
ing, even grout cleaning. Tile, wood,
plank, vinyl. Call Steve @ 601-818-
3457.

TRI County Tree Service, Inc. Li-
censed and insured. Call 601-335-
4309.

Jack's Custom Handrails. Wor-
ried about mom or pop climbing
those steps. A set of hand rails will
help them feel and be safer. Call
601-470-1192. 1210 West Main St,
Sandersville, MS.

LONNIE LOFTON

ROOFING
CONTRACTING

Free Estimates

601-425-4484
601-422-3003

Tri-County
'I'REE S & RVICE

9 “}\.\ _
INSURED
Call Today!
601-335-4309

LOW COST DENTURES SINCE 1978

DENTAL SERVICES OF SOUTH MS PA.

GENERAL DENTISTS
DENTURES * PARTIALS  RELIGNS * REPAIRS

2019 Hardy St, Hattiesburg

601-545-1905

Visit us on Facebook or contact by email: dentalservices222@gmail.com

Located next to Big O’s Seafood in
the Bay Center Shopping Center

BAB2844

John Pearson Lawncare, LI
601-319-9255

Call Today for a FREE CONSULTATION
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LAND/LOTS/AVAILABLE

601264919459

South Jones

BAB2647

LAND SALES & TIMBER MANAGEMENT

"WALLEY

69638

PROPERTIES, LLC.#FORESTRY CONSULTANTS, INC.
walleypropertiesicom
601-477-3014

AUTOS - CARS

Paul Garner Motors, Taylorsville,
MS, Credit Union financing. Call
oday-Ride today. 601-785-4924.
baulgarnercars.com.

Paul Garner Motors Rebuilding
Credit? Guaranteed credit. 100%
approval. 601-785-4924 .paulgar-
nercars.com.

AUTOS - TRUCKS

1992 Ford 150 xIt, good condition.
$2595. Call 601-422-3003.

MOBILE HOMES

Blake's Mobile Home Transport.
Specializing in delivery, set-up, an-

choring, releveling. Statewide ser-
vice. Licensed, bonded, insured.
601-422-8588.

2000 Sunshine, 16x76, large
kitchen with lots of cabinet space,
$19,900 as is. Price is subject to
change with remodeling. 601-520-
0710.

2000 Horton, 16x76, 3BR/2BA.,
$12,500 as is. Price is subject to
change with remodeling. 601-520-
0710.

TNT Transport Mobile Home Ser-
vices: Deliver, Set Up, Skirting. Li-
censed, bonded and insured. Todd
Delk, owner, 601-335-4211.

Farris Mobile Home Transport-
ing: Statewide moving, licensed &

T. THORNSBERRY SERVICES LLC

Fencing

Iitaas

Automated
Security Gates

Financing Available!

*with approved credit
L A W N

Custom
Decks

«a0ll

TONY THORNSBERRY -

601-577-0927

Seeking Team W.
Wezr

e Home Every Weekend
e Excellent Pay & Benefits

Yoarod

Long Term Gontracts!
Company Paid Insurance Premiums

BAB2841

NOW HIRING

Laurel Office
2261 HWY. 15 N. « LAUREL, MS 39440
601-398-9625
Petal Office
154 WEST CENTRAL AVE - PETAL, MS 39465
601-588-2174
APPLICATION 9:00AM - 4:00PM MONDAY-FRIDAY

JOB DESCRIPTION:

JOB REQUIREMENTS:

* Perform job in a safe manner

POULTRY LINE WORKER

Local poultry processing facilty has openings for live hang and pro-
duction line workers for DAY SHIFT. 40 hrs/week plus overtime. No
previous experience required. Responsibilities may include: Deboning
chicken, packing, and cleaning chickens.

STARTING RATES: Live hang: $10.91/hr
Production: rates starting at $9.13/hr to $20/hr
Sanitation (night shift): rates starting at $9.36/hr
Weekly attendance bonus: $50/wk

* May be required to use knives or scissors
* May be required to frequently lift up to 10 Ibs.

BAB2613

HATTIESBURG, MS
POULTRY LINE WORKER
PRODUCTION: Day Shift: $10.90/hr after 90 days $10.90
Night Shift: $10.00/hr to $11.25/hr
Shoulder Cutter: Day Shift $11.20/hr. Night Shift $11.55/hr
Live Hanger: Day Shift $10.40/hr. Night Shift $10.75/hr

Must be able to pass a background check and drug screen.

insured. Transporting since 1979.
Tony Farris 601-422-4144.

2001 Southern 28x76, Zone 1,
3BR/2BA., $10,000/0bo. Price is
subject to change with remodeling.
601-520-0710.

2000
5BR/2BA., $10,000/0bo. Price is
subject to change with remodeling.
601-520-0710.

Chandeleur, 28x70,

1998, Cappaert, 28x56, Zone 1,
3BR/2BA., $17,500 as is. Price is
subject to change with remodeling.
601-520-0710.

2000 Redman Home, 16x76, Zone
1, 3BR/2BA., $14,500 as is. Price is
subject to change with remodeling.
601-520-0710.

2000 Southern, Zone 2, 16x80,
$15,500 as is. Price is subject to
change with remodeling. 601-520-
0710.

MOBILE HOME FOR
RENT

16x80, 3br/2ba, Stringer School
District, refrigerator/stove included.
Call Dale, 601-580-7200.

HOUSES FOR RENT

1, 2, 3, and 4 bedroom houses and
mobile homes. Hattiesburg. Call for
list, 601-606-8956, 601-270-2608.

Large 2br/iba., 1030 N. 4th Ave.,
$525 month, $400 deposit, 601-319-
2938.

ACM TRANSPORTATION

* Needed to haul oil

NOW HIRING

Experienced Drivers
Class B-N (Day Shift)

* Must have clear driving record

* Must have at least 2 yrs. experience

* Great pay and benefits including:
vacation, sick time, paid holidays,
insurance and 401K

Please apply in person:
1253 Hillcrest Drive « Laurel, MS 39440

HIGHLANDS
SUBDIVISION

New Homes

Available!
3BR / 2 BA
6015649-9459

HOUSES FOR SALE

2br/2ba river home/camp, in-
cludes in-ground pool w/pool house,
standby generator, river access in
backyard, less than 5 minutes from
town. Located on Chickasawhay
River in Wayne County/Waynesboro,
MS. Call Monday-Friday 9am-5pm.
601-735-6037 or 601-381-0425,
leave message. Serious inquiries
only.

For sale by owner: 4 bedroom, 3
bath, approximately 3500 square
foot home in north laurel. House is
located in the Houston sub division.
Call Mark at 601-410-4113 for more
information and to schedule an ap-
pointment.

Small house peacefully situated
on a small lot in Lumberton. Needs
work. Serious inquiries only. Price
negotiable. 601-297-0203.

ELLING or
gHOPPIN G?
WE FINANCE
IMPACT
CLASSIFIED
ITEMS

JONES COUNTY
FINANCE

105 S 16th Ave. « Laurel

601-649-1944

APARTMENTS FOR
RENT

68729

For Rent! Fantastic 2 bedroom
apartment in downtown Laurel.
Stainless steel appliances, granite
counter-tops and washer/dryer. Ref-
erences required. Great Location!
Call June 601-498-9389.

For rent: Taylorsville - New one
bedroom apartments. $500 down,
$500 monthly. 601-518-0079.

BUYIT...
SELLIT...
TRADEIT ...

The most coverage for your money.

Call Today - 601-649-1129

IN\PACT=

NOW HIRING

2261 HWY 15 N » Laurel, MS 39440 - 601-398-9625
154 West Central * Petal, MS 39465 + 601-588-2174

APPLICATION 9:00AM-4:00PM
MONDAY-FRIDAY

* MACHINE OPERATORS

*Must Pass a Drug Test and have own Transportation* a

Benefits include:

NOW.OFFERING:
* SIGN ON BONUS
NSISARETYgBONUS
o REVENUE‘.BONUS
G RETENTIONIBONUS“"

'-4.--:“._.,

©

s 601-342-2314 (i

HAS IMMEDIATE OPENINGS FOR GOOD

OTR Truck Drivers
and Owner Operators

HIRING ALL DIVISIONS

¢ Health Insurance ¢ Vision Insurance
¢ Dental Insurance ¢ Paid Vacatlon

o Fver dreamed of owning your own truck? If so, contact us.

— Y

NOW HIRING

224 Russell Dr. » Waynesboro, MS 39367
APPLICATION 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM

MONDAY - FRIDAY

601-671-2203
WAYNESBORO, MS

e Fork Lift Drivers - All Shifts*
e Packers & Assemblers - All Shifts

*experience required

BAB2730

*Must Pass a Drug Test and have own Transportation*

NOW HIRING

2261 HWY 15 N « Laurel, MS 39440
APPLICATION MONDAY-FRIDAY
601-398-9625

LAUREL, MS
Industrial\skilled candidates. Day shift, some experience re-
quired: Electrical, carpentry, read blue prints and tape
measure.
MOSELLE, MS
Poultry plant\Debone production line day shift.

Sanitation night shift.

TAYLORSVILLE, MS
Material handler\Production line, day shift.

HATTIESBURG, MS
Poultry plant\Debone production line, day/night shift.

*Must Pass a Drug Test and have own Transportation*

BAB2838

Contact:

Larry Jones
888-317-5852

« NO WAITING on pay!
« Monthly Safety BONUS
-366 per day PER DIEM
« All Trucks have
Owner/Operator Specs

NOW OFFERING

Immediate Openings - only 3 positions remaining
TOP WAGES FOR THIS AREA!
$0.50 PER MILE (

TRANSPORTATION uc

70280

HEALTH, DENTAL & VISION BENEFITS!

Deal with a name you can trust!

Owned & Operated by Larry Jones: 888-317-5852

1 | R




God is
listening

By Dr. Bill Myers

Don’t Be Afraid to Ask
God! He’s listening!

“Which of you, if your son
asks for bread, will give him
a stone? Or if he asks for a
fish, will give him a snake?
If you, then, though you are
evil, know how to give good
gifts to your children, how
much more will your Father
in heaven give good gifts to
those who ask Him!” (Mat-
thew 7:9-11)

For some reason, it seems
easier to believe in our heart
for someone’s salvation than
to believe God for a mate-
rial item.  Our mindset is
that God only deals with the
spiritual and not the physi-
cal. How untrue! Didn’t our
Heavenly Father feed the chil-
dren of Israel when they left
Egypt? Didn’t Jesus feed the
five thousand? Nowhere in
scripture does it mention that
Jesus wore rags for clothing or
that He had to beg for food or
money to pay His taxes. What
He did do was put everything
in perspective. He chose to
put God first. He obeyed the
first commandment, “Love the
Lord your God with all your
heart.” Everything else came
afterwards. Jesus never lacked
for anything because He knew
His Heavenly Father would
supply everything He needed.
He never worried or fretted
over needing anything. He
never doubted God’s ability to
provide.

When Jesus turned the wa-
ter into wine at the wedding
He attended, it wasn’t really
a need. The wedding party
would have survived without
it, but He performed the mira-
cle to bless the wedding cou-
ple and family. Yes, He cared
about their “desires.” Friends,
He cares about each need and
desire that we might have and
truly wants to bless us!

This devotion isn’t about
that someone who’s lazy and
won’t work and would rather
sit on their couch expecting
God to make them a million-
aire. No, it doesn’t work that
way! Ha! God isn’t going to
be “magical genie” that gives
us everything we want. But, if
we need something, His Word
says that He will supply! Our
position is to trust and believe
His Word!

As we spend more time
praying and being thankful,
our relationship with Him will
deepen and our desires will
change.

“He who did not spare his
own Son, but gave Him up for
us all — how will He not also,
along with Him, graciously
give us all things?” (Romans
8:32) “All” means every-
thing. This isn’t just spiritual
gifts, but everything! God is
Jehovah Jireh, our provider.
Jesus said, “Ask and you will
receive, and your joy will be
made complete” (John 16:24)

Whatever you need today
or have been praying for, ask
God who desires to meet your
every need and desires.

“God...richly provides us
with everything for our en-
joyment” (1 Timothy 6:17)
Friends, Prayer changes ev-
erything! So ask in the Name
of Jesus and believe with a
heart of thanks that He will
answer!

Thank you, Heavenly Fa-
ther, for caring about every
part of our lives....Amen.
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Bancorp South makes donation to ARC Jones County Federation of Democratic Women
make donation to Domestic Family Abuse Shelter

Bancorp South AVP Branch Manager Joy Ulland ( pictured
right) presented a $250 check to Julie Bronw, the ARC of the
Pine Belt Region Board secretary. The ARC is an organization
that helps people with intellectual and developmental disabili-
ties. Thanks to Bancorp South for caring about our commu-
nity. For more information regarding the ARC or how you can
be involved, contact Julie Brown @ 601-649-4141.
Photo/submitted

The Jones County Federation of Democratic Women donated, as they do annually, some Christ-
mas cheer to the Domestic Abuse Family Shelter. Front row left to right: Ora Ducksworth,
Faye Jackson - Vice President, Tina Black, Grace Amos - State Secretary for MS Federation
of Democratic Women and Community Service Coordinator, Ann Martin - President, Mar-

shal Pimterl, Marva Posey,
Carlyon Owens, Marie Mof-
fett and Bretha Lindsey. Back
row left to right: Ms. Retha
- manager OAFS, Becky
Steward - executive director
OAFS, Tanya Gray - state
president for MS Federation
of Democratic Women, Kim
Ferguson - Community Ser-
vice Coordinator OAFS, and
Lillie Brown. Contributing
members not pictured: Lula
Cooley, Elder Foster - Trea-
surer, Alesia Gammage, Glo-
ria Gammage, Pam Graham,
Jacquelyn Martin and Samilla
Walker-Chaplain.
Photo/submitted

3 MONTH MEMBERSHIP $70
($105 value-offer expires 12/31/18)

1

Happy New Year

2019

Come see us for CASH
to start the New Year!

MONEY-
LENDERS

134 Leontyne Price Blvd * Laurel

601-426-7600,

Call Dot, Shelly or Steve

PURCHASE YOUR GIFT CERTIFICATE TODAY!

Receive an assessment and customized exercise plan developed by an
exercise physiologist with your purchase of a 3 month membership to the
South Central Wellness Center.

Have access to a full range of cardio and strength training equipment.

Participate in classes: Aerobics, Body Pump, Barre Above, RPM, Spin, Yoga,
Body Flow, Stretch, Spin & Sculpt, Pilates, and Water Aerobics

Amenities: Swimming Pool, Hot Tub, Indoor Walking Track, Locker Rooms,
Towels, Showers, Child Care

601.399.0530 | SCRMC.COM
I Wellness Center

A Division of South Central Regional Medical Center

BAB2834
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Rubie's Home Furnishings hosts "Chill With Santa" event

On Saturday, December 15, Rubie’s Home Furnish-
ings cheerfully hosted “Chill with Santa” event.

The event was sponsored by Shop 16th Patrons: Brian
Ginn State Farm, City Home Center, Dickey’s Barbecue
Pit, Hill’s In-House Jewlers, Dairy Queen, Laurel, Mis-
sissippi, Laurel Impact, Let’s Make Something, LLC
Mimi’s Bridal, Pine Tree Village, Pretty Please, Sake
Cafe, and Rubies Home Furnishings.

The Patrons of Shop 16th, along with Mr. and Mrs.

Pugh wish each and every person a very Merry Christ-
mas and Blessed New Year.

Shop 16th offers a one of a kind shopping experience
in Laurel, Mississippi. Patron’s of Shop 16th take great
pride by partnering together to create a shopping district
that covers a variety of shopping needs.

For more information, visit Shop 16th on Facebook
and Instagram.

Rubie’s Home Furnishings graciously hosted “Chill with San-
ta” Event. People were welcome by an array of Chirtmas decor
complete with a wide selection of home furnishing merchan-
dise. Children had the opportunity to meet Santa in Person
and enjoy a warm cup of cocoa.

Ava Bankson, (of Laurel, Mississippi) expressed some uncer-
tainty about seeing Santa in person, but proudly introduced
herself and spoke to him with courage. Ava cheerfully said that
she hopes to receive a variety of lip gloss, nail polish, lotion,
body spray, and maybe even some slime. Her mother, Debbie
Pierce was beaming with joy to hear her daughter speak with
Santa (Kelly Pugh) in person. Photos/Katie Grice

FARRIS

MOBILE HOME TRANSPORTING
Statewide moving, licensed & insured.
Transporting since 1979

Madison Downs and her little brother, Wyatt Baker along with their
mother, Tonya Baker, enjoyed their outing Rubie’s Home Furnishings to
see Santa in person. Madison, is a proud big sister and enjoys do it your-
self projects. She cheerfully told Santa that she hopes to receive a Do-it-
yourself bathbomb kit on Christmas morning. Little brother, Wyatt, was
interested in the bright colors of the Christmas decor, but was a little hesi-
tant when it came to Santa. Tonya Baker, cheerfully stated that she looks
forward to see growth, wonder, and adventure in both Madison and Wyatt
throughout the Christmas season and into the New Year.

Rubie’s Home Furnishings business partner,
Karlyn Pugh, alongside her husband Kelly
Pugh pictured as Santa.
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Southern Tire Mart

Best in Class Service on America’s Favorite Brands

2926 EIIisviIIe Blvd., Laurel » 601-428-4375

stmtires.com M-F: 7am-5pm Sat: 8am-12pm
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Thirty Jones College
practical nursing student
graduates- ready for work

By Teresa McCreery, JC Media & Public Relations Director

After three semesters of classes over the last year, 30 Jones College students are
ready to become licensed practical nurses. After successfully completing the program
these graduates are ready to pass the licensing test, NCLEX-PN, and go to work as
LPN’s. Most of these students are already working in a medical setting and look for-
ward to being able to serve patients in their expanded roles.

“When I think about practical nursing, I think of service. Every student here today
has put themselves aside to serve others. Regardless of the situation, you have made
a commitment to touch countless lives that will span over your career. There is no
doubt that each of these students here today has a heart of service which will be a
treasure to others,” said Rod Tolbert, Jones College Career and Technical dean.

During the pinning ceremony and celebration of the classes’ journey to become
nurses, three Jones College students were recognized for exceptional work. Kandace
Russell of Waynesboro earned the Perfect Attendance Award for not missing or being
tardy for a clinical. Students compiled 635 classroom hours and 345 clinical hours
over the year. Kimberly Squires of Sumrall earned the Highest Average Score Award
and JaMiracle Rayborn of Petal was presented with the Florence Nightingale Award
for exhibiting integrity and the selfless qualities of Nightingale. During the Crimean
War (1853-56), Nightingale fundamentally changed the role of nursing in hospitals
which is to provide a safe and caring environment that promotes patient health and
well-being and introduced new, professional training standards.

Jones College’s Practical Nursing program administrators recently held its pinning ceremony
for thirty graduates of the program. Pictured in random order are graduates Morgan Ain-
sworth, Ellisville; Courtney Arrington, Laurel; Jennifer Barnett, Ellisville; Cody Boyles,
Waynesboro; Shaterica Brown, Biloxi; Talonda Genae Brown, Laurel; Makayla Burks, Ellis-
ville; Megan Coston, Laurel; Briana Elizabeth Dixon, Stringer; Elizabeth Ellzey, Purvis; Daisy
Danielle Fisher, Woodville; Jacqueline Griffith, Magee; Korriana Janae Hardy, Leakesville;
Ashley V. Harris, Monticello; Korina Hayes, Mendenhall; Kayla King, Ellisville/Collins; Si-
erra Symone King; Shaw; Courtney Abril Lee, Poplarville; Rebecca Lynn Malone, Lucedale
(Not Pictured); Keri Alexandra McDonald, Waynesboro; Jerrica Mims, Lucedale; Ariel Rawls,
Seminary; JaMiracle Rayborn, Petal; Kandace Russell, Waynesboro; Kimberly Ann Squires,
Sumrall (Not Pictured); Kaylyn Rose Walters, Moselle; Kristin Watts, Magee; Briante’ Dar-
nette White, Natchez (Not Pictured); Alicia Williams, Meridian; and Melissa Yelverton, Laurel.
Photo/ Teresa McCreery
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CLUES ACROSS 55. Qatar capital 26. Type of compound

1. Thick piece of something  56. Unpleasant noise 27. Jogged quickly

5. Engine additive 57. Lovable elephant 28. Roth is one type

8. Anticipated arrival time 59. Sleeping 29. Mineral

11. French commune 60. Lute 34. Purpose

13. Cigarette (slang) 61. Weight of a liter of 35. Financial term (abbr.)
14. Nobleman hydrogen 36. Orange is the New
15. Ghana capital 62. Crimson Black character

16. Adam’s wife 63. Returned material

37. Used to cut and shape

17. Most popular student authorization (abbr.)

wood
18. Z\rlgere you currently 64. Employee plan 39. Bullfighter
20. Increase motor speed  CLUES DOWN 40. Top of the line
21. Queen of Sparta 1. Helps little firms 41. Hill
22. North, South and 2. Type of curtain 42. Greek mountain
Central 3. Online stock exchange 44. Angola’s capital
25. Churchgoer 4. Irish castle 45. Expressed pleasure
30. Russian empress 5. Audio-system 46. Fermented honey
31. Female daredevils 6. Places to grab a drink beverage
organization 7. What’s coming 47. Month in the Jewish
32. Relating to music 8. Designed chairs calendar
33. Female body part 9. Stepped on 48. Frontal is one type
38. Tyrion Lannister 10. Genus of birds 51' Basics
41. Honored 12. Consume 52' Uncommon
43. Argentine footballer 14. Ancient Syrian city : .
45. Novices 19. Australian brewery 53. Broad kimono sashes
47. Wings 23. Not present 54. European defense

organization
58. Box score term

24. Necktie
25. What part of (abbr.)

49. Doctors’ group
50. Packers’ QB

I am an actress born in England on December 28, 1934. |
studied drama at the Oxford University Dramatic Society.
| have appeared opposite Robin Williams and | am well
known for a recurring role in the “Harry Potter” film fran-
chise.

Answers on Page 10

8™ ANNUAL STRINGER WINTER BASEBALL CAMP

SATURDAY, JANUARY 19, 2019

@ 10:00AM — 2:00PM @

STRINGER HIGH SCHOOL BASEBALL FIELD

FOR ALL BOYS & GIRLS IN GRADES K-8

CAMPERS WILL LEARN THE FUNDAMENTALS OF BASEBALL (BASERUNNING, HITTING, FIELDING,
PITCHING) FROM NUMEROUS FORMER COLLEGE ATHLETES INCLUDING:

JARROD PARKS — FORMER MISS. STATE BASEBALL 3R° BASEMAN, 2011 SEC LEADING HITTER,
AND CURRENT ASSISTANT COACH AT MS DELTA COMMUNITY COLLEGE
SETH HESTER — FORMER SOUTHERN MISS PITCHER. APPEARED IN THE COLLEGE WORLD SERIES
JOHNATHAN JOHNSTON — FORMER SOUTHERN MISS PITCHER. APPEARED IN THE COLLEGE
WORLD SERIES.
IAN SHARP — FORMER WILLIAM CAREY BASEBALL PLAYER AND CURRENT WAYNE COUNTY
BASEBALL COACH.
WADE WEATHERS — FORMER SOUTHERN MISS PITCHER AND CURRENT STRINGER HEAD COACH

**CONTACT STRINGER HEAD BASEBALL COACH WADE WEATHERS VIA EMAIL
(wweathers@westjasper.k12.ms.us) FOR REGISTRATION FORM AND MORE INFORMATION.

ALL CAMPERS SHOULD BRING A GLOVE AND PROPER CLOTHING.
BATS, HELMETS, AND CLEATS ARE OPTIONAL, BUT ENCOURAGED.

Lost of camp is §55 and includes lunch and a camp tee shirt
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Over 100 youngsters helped at
Ninth annual FCA Christmas Party

By Shawn Wansley
Jones College Sports Information Director

ELLISVILLE - The Ninth annual Jones County
Fellowship of Christian Athletes Christmas Party
turned out to be the largest ever.

A total of 108 children received gifts, a meal and
fellowship with others on Dec. 5 on the campus of
Jones College.

“This year we adopted 108 children, which is our
largest Christmas party so far,” said Jones County
FCA Director Scott Pittman.

The party process starts early in the fall semester.

The FCA contacts counselors in elementary schools
in the city and the county. They provide names of chil-
dren and families who could use some help.

Coaches of each sport of each school involved are
then contacted and each team determines how many
children they can adopt.

Participating schools this year were Jones College,
Northeast Jones, South Jones,

West Jones and Laurel Christian School. Churches,
businesses, Jones College clubs and departments and
others are then given an opportunity to adopt a child.

A meal was provided by FCA board members at the
JC Banquet Hall for the children and their families.
Agape Church Pastor James Hill shared the Christmas
story with everyone.

“He knocked it out of the park,” Pittman said.

In the Bush Fine Arts Auditorium, everyone gath-
ered for a time of worship and FCA members talked
about why and how they serve the community.

The youngsters then went to A.B. Howard Gym-
nasium and the Thoms P.E. Building to receive their
gifts.

Pittman said it is a major team effort to pull off such
a large event.

“I could not do it without Suzanne Manning at West

This youngster is excited to receive gifts from the Jones College
football team.

Butler Dental

Across from Court House, Butler, Alabama

Julie Utsey, D.M.D.P.C.
General Dentistry

205-459-2700 1-888-851-8512
Tuesday thru Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
« ONE DAY DENTURES
o PARTIALS AND EXTRACTIONS

« FREE CONSULTATIONS
New Prices Effective May 1st, 2018

Single Set

Standard Dentures..........ceeuenne $250.00 $400.00
Deluxe Dentures.........ceerervensenseens $450.00 $800.00
Custom Dentures....... $650.00 $1200.00
Glamour Dentures $1000.00 $2000.00
Acrylic Partials........... $300.00  Cast Metal Partials.....$800.00
Gold Tooth on Dentures/

Partials......coorerreerrenee $175.00  Extractions.............. $150.00

(X-Ray included)

Members of the Jones College softball team pose with their
adopted children at the Ninth annual Jones County FCA
Christmas Party in the Thoms P.E. Building. Photos/Shawn
Wansley, Jones College Sports Information

Jones High School, Katie Herrington at Jones and our
FCA Board of Directors,” he said. “I am also very
thankful to our coaches who use their influence to
teach their athletes how to give back and serve others.
It really does make a difference.”

The first Jones County FCA Christmas Party was
held in 2010 in the P.E. Building and eight children
received gifts.

A child takes her first ride on her new bicycle at the Ninth an-
nual Jones County FCA Christmas Party in the Thoms P.E.
Building.

Today’s “Guess Who?” answer:

Maggie Smith
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Mississippi all-stars stop
Alabama for second year in a row

By Zac Chamblee

Jarod Conner was far from satisfied with
his final performance in a Hattiesburg uni-
form back in November. That and his Tigers’
early exit of the Class SA playoffs only fu-
eled his determination to represent his state
and go out a winner in Monday night’s Mis-
sissippi-Alabama All-Star Game. When the
clock struck zero at Montgomery’s Cramton
Bowl, Conner had amassed 116 rushing
yards and two touchdowns. The Ole Miss
running back commit earned MVP honors,
as he led Team Mississippi to a 24-20 vic-
tory and a second straight win in the rivalry.

“I knew I had to rep Mississippi across
my chest and had to come out and play hard
for my team,” said Conner. “For Mississippi
and Hattiesburg, too. I knew the coaches
wanted to win bad, so I had to come out and
play and have my mind focused on the game
to run hard.”

After Alabama struck first in the first
quarter off a Bo Nix-to-George Pickens
touchdown connection, Conner found the
end zone late in the second quarter on a
two-yard run to tie the game, 7-7. On the
scoring play, he took the hand-off from Oak
Grove quarterback John Rhys Plumlee, who
played alongside Conner most of the night
and finished with 116 yards (77 passing, 39
rushing).

“That was a lot of fun,” said Plumlee of
teaming up with Conner. “We got to know
each other over the week pretty well. We
hadn’t really talked a whole lot before the
week started, but I'd call us pretty close
now. He’s a really cool guy for sure.”

With 9:44 left in the third quarter, Team
Mississippi took a 14-7 lead
off Conner’s second touch-
down run of the day—a six-
yard scamper. Conner and
Tupelo standout Jacquerri-
ous Williams ran wild much
of the second half.

“We saw they were get-
ting tired,” said Laurel offen-
sive lineman Charles Cross,
who started at left tackle for
Team Mississippi. “We were
hitting them every time and
hitting them in the mouth
with it.”

Mississippi often brought
defensive lineman Nathan
Pickering (Seminary) and
Byron Young (West Jones) in
as extra blockers, too.

“For me to get back there,
[’m ready....let’s go. It was
fun,” said Pickering. “To be
honest, I wasn’t expecting
them to do it because I'm
pretty sure they picked some-
one who actually does that
for a living at high school.
But it was amazing for me to
get back there, it was fun.”

Defensively,  Pickering
and company locked down
after surrendering that early
score in the first quarter.

“We did some adjustments
at halftime,” said Pickering.
“We just told them, ‘Hey,
you can’t let them beat you
deep and you gotta play ag-
gressive’. That’s what they
did. The d-line, we kept do-
ing what we were doing in
chasing him [the quarter-
back] and basically agitating
the offensive line.”

Early in the fourth quarter,
Team Mississippi extended

07 Skeeter ZX20 }|06G

Saltwater Series
Good, Solid, Local Boat

Tahoe LT

1 2 Owner, Clean, Leather, 20" Wheels

- $13,900

game away with 35 seconds left, as Clin-
ton’s Tucker Barefoot connected on a 43-
yard field goal, making it 24-14 Mississippi.

“It was a really neat experience to be able
to put the pads on one more time as a high
school guy and win it,” said Plumlee. “It
really meant a lot, especially with all these
guys. These are some extremely talented
guys, and they’re really good guys off the
field as well.”

As time expired, Alabama scored on an-
other Nix-to-Pickens touchdown connec-
tion, but it was too little too late. “It’s very
emotional, but for me to end it like this is
very honoring,” added Pickering, who fin-
ished with five tackles. “To come out and
compete with the best teams in Mississip-
pi, it’s just an honor for me to be here and
showcase my talent.”

As previously mentioned, it’s Missis-
sippi’s second straight win in the rivalry.
“When we came, the first thing they told
us was that this was a business trip,” said
Byron Young. “We knew we were gonna
come over here, and that there would be a
lot of hard work. We had to have our heads
on right and be prepared to win this football
game.”

Other local standouts who participated in
the game were Sumrall wide receiver Dan-
nis Jackson, who finished with one catch
for nine yards, and Hattiesburg defensive
lineman Jaren Handy and defensive back
Hakeem Vance. Local coaches Tony Vance
(Hattiesburg), Kenny Robinson (Mize) and
Todd Mangum (Wayne County) participated
as well.

Jarod Conner of Hattiesburg plunges into the end zone in the
MS-AL All Star game. He was named game MVP and has
signed with Ole Miss.
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West Jones' Byron Young breaks through toward the Alabama quarterback during the MS-AL
All Star game. Young has committed to Alabama. Photos/James Pugh

HELP FOR VICTIMS OF DOMESTIC ABUSE
24-Hour Crisis Line

1-800-649-1092

Toll Free in Forrest, Lamar, Marion, Jones,
Covington,Wayne, Greene, Perry, Jasper, Smith,
and Jefferson Davis Counties.

Temporary Shelter

Information, Referral, Advocacy
Support Groups

Counseling Service for Victims and Abusers
Community Education
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FAMILY SHELTER
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their lead to 21-7 off a 13-
yard touchdown run from
Williams, who finished with
97 yards. Shortly after Ala-
bama cut the lead to seven
points, Mississippi put the

ELLISVILLE MOTORS

WWW.ELLISVILLEMOTORS.com 601-498-6335 OR 601-323-0464
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303 HWY. 11 S. ELLISVILLE, MS
(LOCATED BETWEEN PIZZA HUT & JCJC)
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THURSDAYS & FRIDAYS IN DECEMBER ¢ 6PM - 10PM

ERSIA000 NEASH AND PRiZESY

Bok Homa 8"Anniversary Celebration
Thursday, December 20 ® 4pm

Free shirt for first 500 guests

SPORTSBOOK

AT BOK HOMA CASINg

Several big screens to watch the games

BET ON YOUR FAVORITE GAMES!




