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District Site Teachers of the Year
For Union Schools are Announced

Union Public Schools announced
its 2018-2019 School Site Teachers
of the Year. The District Teacher of
the Year will be announced during
a formal reception in February at
the Union Performing Arts Cen-
ter at Union High School, 6636 S.
Mingo Rd.

Being named Teacher of the Year
is one of the highest honors a teach-
er can receive at Union. All of the
school site Teachers of the Year
will be honored during the winter
reception. Teachers were selected
by their peers in 2018.

The Site Teachers of the Year are:
Elementary Schools

Andersen Elementary: Megan
Sparks, prekindergarten; Boevers
Elementary: Shirley Davis, music;
Cedar Ridge Elementary: Libby
Sparkman, fourth grade; Clark El-
ementary: Raven Gibson, kinder-
garten; Darnaby Elementary, Lau-
ren Watts, second grade; Grove
Elementary, Brandy McCombs,
first grade; Jarman Elementary:
Hillary Taylor, art; Jefferson El-
ementary: Annabelle Henry, first
grade; McAuliffe Elementary:
Steve Martin, fifth grade; Moore
Elementary: Christa Kempenich,
special education; Ellen Ochoa
Elementary: Lisa Shotts, fourth
grade; Peters Elementary: Melissa
Paschall, multi-age first/second
grade; Rosa Parks Elementary:
Stephanie Solnok, third grade;
Rosa Parks Early Childhood Edu-
cation Center: Natalie Macrae.

Grade Centers

6th Grade Center: Kaitlyn Bue-
no, language arts; 7th Grade Cen-
ter: Cassie Lisicki, English; 8th
Grade Center: Catherine Zelens-
ki, language arts; 9th Grade Center,
Rose Lambert, media specialist.

High School
High School: Jenny Ochwo, En-
glish Learner.

Alternative School
Alternative School:
dy, math.

Jeff Kenne-

ourtesy Union Fublic Schools

GREAT TEACHERS: The 2018-2019 Site Teachers of the Year are: (pictured left to right) first row, Hillary
Taylor, Catherine Zelenski, Raven Gibson, Brandy McCombs, Cassie Lisicki, Megan Sparks, Christa Kempenich,

second row, Steve Martin, Natalie Macrae, Libby Sparkman, Annabelle Henry, third row, Stephanie Solnok, Kaitlyn
Bueno, Lisa Shotts, Rose Lambert, Jenny Ochwo, Melissa Paschall, and Lauren Watts. Not pictured is Jeff Kennedy.

Union High School has named
Lucas Chau and Angelena Gar-
ner Seniors of the Month for
January. Chau is the son of Tom
and Tracy Chau of Broken Ar-
row, and Garner is the daughter
of Christopher Garner of Tulsa.

Chau is active in cross country/
track, orchestra, National Honor
Society, Scottish Skins, Athletic
Leadership Council and the Su-
perintendent’s Advisory Coun-
cil. He also served as a part-time
tutor. He is a National Merit
Semifinalist, AP National Schol-
ar, 2018 Honor Guard mem-
ber and a member of the 2018
Homecoming Court. He was
a 2018 Track state qualifier in
the 4x800 meter relay race and
received a superior rating for a
state solo content in orchestra.

Chau plans to attend Baylor
University and enter its business
fellows program so he can design
his own curriculum. He hopes to

January Seniors of the Month Named

ANGELENA GARNER

LUCAS CHAU

pursue a degree in mathematics
and business, eventually pursu-
ing a master of business admin-
istration degree and become a
certified public accountant.
Garner is active in the Col-
lege and Career Crew as an of-
ficer, “Got Sci,” and orchestra,
as well as volunteering for Iron

Gate and the Hospitality House.
She is a member of the National
Society of High School Schol-
ars and received a two-year ad-
vanced math award. She plans to
attend the University of Kansas
and major in biochemistry, with
the possibility of a career in the
medical field.

KUDOS of the MONTH: TCC Signature Symphony

From the music of John Wil-
liams to Bach and Broadway, Sig-
nature Symphony at Tulsa Com-
munity College has entertained
for four decades. The 2018-2019
season marks this professional or-
chestra’s 40th anniversary.

To help celebrate the milestone,
Signature Symphony will rec-
reate the debut program, “Bach
and Sons, Inc.,” 40 years after
the first concert performed by
the Tulsa Little Symphony. Tul-
sa Little Symphony would later
become TCC’s orchestra-in-res-
idence, Signature Symphony.
The special performance will be
at 7:30 p.m., Saturday, Jan. 26 at

Courtesy TCC

FUN TIMES: Maestro Andrés Franco and Signature Symphony mu-
sicians have fun during performances even dressing in costume such
as the recent “Star Wars and Beyond” concert.

the VanTrease Performing Arts
Center for Education on the TCC
Southeast Campus.

The current season is a year-long
anniversary celebration created

with input from Signature Sym-
phony audience members, musi-
cians and advisory board members
to include audience favorites from
the professional orchestra’s history.

Since its formation in 1979,
Signature Symphony at TCC has
been committed to providing rich
musical experiences and valuable
musical instruction through its
outreach, including free open re-
hearsals on the Thursday before
every Classics concert. The next
open rehearsal is 6:30 p.m., Jan.
24, and allows music lovers of all
ages to experience professional or-
chestra rehearsals and enjoy edu-
cational interactions with our con-
ductor, musicians and guest artists.

For information on the remain-
ing TTCU Pops and Signature
Classics performances or to pur-
chase tickets, call 918-595-7777.
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Tulsa Boat, Sportand Travel Show
To nghhght Bravo’s Captaln Lee

The Tulsa Boat, Sport and Travel
show will host The Stud of the Sea,
Captain Lee Rosbach from Bravo
TV’s “Below Deck,” on January 28
and 29.

The reality TV icon is known for
captaining luxury yachts and host-
ing vacationers on their open sea
adventures. “Below Deck” focus-
es on his crew as they tend to the
wealthy and sometimes high main-
tenance clients of the mega yachts
he commands. Captain Lee will
first appear at VIP Night, which is
sponsored by State Farm-Corbin
Cooper, for exclusive meet and
greet opportunities with guests.
He’ll return the following day to
sign autographs for general admis-
sion.

“Having Captain Lee at VIP Night
is going to be such a treat for our
guests. He’s operated some of the
most luxurious yachts in the world,
and he’s a really nice guy,” said
Jennifer Maricle, executive director
of the Tulsa Boat, Sport and Travel
Show. “I mean, who doesn’t love to
binge watch shows on Bravo?”

Visitors to the Tulsa Boat, Sport
and Travel show will also have an
opportunity to win an RV, spon-
sored by Dave’s RV. The 23-foot,
2019 Salem FSX has a retail value
of $22,265. To enter, attendees will
embark on a scavenger hunt to visit
four exhibitors’ booths throughout
the show and leave their submis-
sion at the Dave’s RV booth.

“This is such a fun contest for at-
tendees and exhibitors alike. Peo-
ple get to visit a part of the show
they may have overlooked in the
past, and at the end of the fun you
have a chance to win a new RV!”
said Maricle.

Gulf States Toyota is back for an-
other year as Presenting Sponsor of
The Tulsa Boat, Sport and Travel
Show. “The regional Toyota group
has been a loyal supporter of the
event and we are thankful they de-
cided to continue their support for
the 2019 show,” added Maricle.

This year, VIP Night is getting an
update with a new sponsor. State
Farm-Corbin Cooper has put its
support behind the popular Mon-
day night event, which features a
first look at the latest 2019 models
as well as free food and beer while
supplies last.

Other returning sponsors for 2019
include Hydrohoist and Osage Ca-
sino.

To purchase tickets or see a list
of vendors, dates and times, vis-
it TulsaBoatShow.com or follow
on Facebook and Twitter @Tul-
saBoatShow and use the hashtag
#TulsaBoatShow.

The recently opened Stoney
Creek Hotel and Conference Cen-
ter in Broken Arrow is this year’s
official hotel sponsor, giving at-
tendees and exhibitors a new place
to call home for the week.

To purchase tickets or see a list
of vendors, dates and times, vis-
it TulsaBoatShow.com or follow
on Facebook and Twitter @Tul-
saBoatShow and use the hashtag
#TulsaBoatShow.
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State of the City: Becoming Globally Competitive

Last November, I was privileged
to present our State of the City’s
report to one of

With $300 million in downtown
projects scheduled to begin con-
struction in the

the largest audi-
ences in Tulsa
history! My ad-
ministration’s fo-
cus is to become
globally  com-
petitive: creating
equal opportuni-
ties for all Tul-
sans, improving
public safety and
further develop-
ing the city we
want for us and
for those who
come after us.
The evolution
of our great city
is being noticed
by people around
the country and
around the world.
They realize Tul-
sa is becoming a
globally compet-
itive, world-class

From Tulsa’s
Mayor

By G.T. BYNUM
Mayor of Tulsa

next 12 months,
our city’s core
continues to grow
at an unparalleled
pace.  Addition-
al numbers that
speak to our city’s
resurgence, is a 30
percent decrease
in homicides over
last year. Also, a
recent study by
the U.S. Trea-
sury’s Office of the
Comptroller of the
Currency  found
Tulsa’s job growth
has outpaced not
only our state’s but
the country’s.

In 2018, we land-
ed the two largest
new employers to
ever come to Tul-
sa in the history of
our city — the Am-

city. Our mind-

set is one where we recognize not
only our competitors around the
world, but also our collaborators
here at home.

azon distribution
center, and Greenheck, a ventila-
tion system manufacturer. While
these two companies are historic
wins for Tulsa, they represent a

broader trend. The U.S. Comptrol-
ler of the Currency issued a study
in September 2018 showing that
year-over-year, Tulsa outpaced
not just Oklahoma but the United
States as a whole, in job growth!

In 2019, our city’s top three pri-
orities will focus on infrastructure,
education and development. The
City Council and I will work to put
together an estimated $500 million
renewal of the Improve Our Tul-
sa capital improvements package.
The funding for this first initiative
will go primarily to improve city
streets and fix and replace aging
and defective infrastructure, in-
cluding police cars, fire trucks and
park buildings. This is the city’s
basic infrastructure program. Al-
though the city has made major
strides in improving its roads, the
reality is our streets are still a long
way from something we can be
proud of.

Our second initiative is to have
a communitywide discussion for a
plan on how Tulsans can improve
their education system, from kin-
dergarten through college, rather
than wait for someone else to come
up with a solution. Local educa-
tion leaders, area-elected officials
and Tulsa residents will be invited

pE———

Courtesy Tulsa Historical Soc1ety

LOOKING FORWARD: Tulsa has had a great history known once
as “America’s Most Beautiful City” and also as “The Oil Capital of the
World.” Tulsa is now becoming a globally competitive, world-class city.

to be part of the dialogue. We must
find a way to put ourselves in a po-
sition to act and establish the best
educational system that we can.
For our third significant initia-
tive, we will tackle one of the
city’s less-known problems: long
wait times for building plans to
be reviewed and construction per-
mits issued. Currently, initial plan
reviews take an average of five
weeks for those who are trying
to invest in our city. That number
will be reduced to five days by

adding five plan reviewers, mak-
ing available self-certification and
third-party plan review programs,
and modernizing internal permit-
ting processes.

I hope you share my excitement
for the path Tulsa is on right now.
Please know in Tulsa, people still
matter more than partisanship. I
ask you to join me in advancing
our community on behalf of the
people we love. For the full 2018
State of the City address, visit:
cityoftulsa.org/media.

Energy Assessment Districts to Help with Costs

As an elected official I believe it
makes sense to look for opportuni-
ties that couple together economic

assessment districts to help com-
mercial property owners finance
energy retrofits and new construc-

development with tion by placing
energy  conserva- F T I an  additional
tion. Helping com- assessment on
mercial  property rom u sa their  property
owners lower their through private
energy costs with countv financing. No

redevelopment or
retrofit projects can
be a winning com-
bination for the en-
tire county.

To make this op-
tion available to
the citizens of Tul-
sa County, we plan
to introduce legis-
lation that would
permit counties to
create energy as-
sessment  districts,
commonly known
as Commercial
Property Assessed
Clean Energy, or
C-PACE

PACE programs

By COMMISSIONER

RON PETERS

public dollars or
taxpayer funds
are used or are
at risk.
Implementing
a PACE pro-
gram can ad-
dress two major
roadblocks  to
clean  energy
growth at the
commercial lev-
el: (1) lack of
available capital
and (2) hesitan-
cy to make long
term energy
efficiency/re-
newable energy
investments for

have been around
for about 10 years

and now exist in more than 30
states including Texas, Missouri,
Arkansas,
Mexico.

Under a voluntary PACE pro-
gram, counties can form special

Colorado and New

fear that the in-
debtedness can-
not be recouped.

Unlike other types of assessment
districts where the property own-
ers in the district must pay a fee for
some improvements, in a PACE
assessment district the commer-

cial property owners would have
to opt in to participate. There is
no requirement that a commercial
property owner has to participate.
This is the opposite of traditional
assessment districts where a prop-
erty owner has to prove why it
should be exempt from paying the
assessment.

Financing in a PACE program
has many benefits not available
through a typical lending arrange-
ment: (1) there is no requirement
for any upfront funding by the
property owner; (2) the assessment
contract on the property transfers
with the property upon sale; (3) the
commercial property owner has
the annual installment included on
the property tax statement sent out
by the County Treasurer; (4) typi-
cal terms allow the property owner
at least 10 years and up to 30 years
to repay the loan and the energy
savings from the improvements to
the property often equal or exceed
the amount of the annual payment.
Finally, if there is a primary lend-
er on the property, the lender must
give its consent for the transaction
to move forward, ensuring that the
transaction is reviewed carefully
to insure that the bank is not jeop-
ardizing its collateral. Over fifty
(50) national and regional lending
institutions have given their con-
sent for PACE funded projects.

\ Kaiser Rehabilitation

HillcrestMedicalCenter.com @HILLCREST

Designing a PACE program in-
volves action at both the state and
county level. First, a state must es-
tablish laws enabling counties to
create special energy assessment
districts that recognize energy ef-
ficiency and renewable energy as
public “goods”. Second, once the
enabling law is in place, each coun-
ty would pass a resolution creating
the assessment district and author-

Ranked in the TOP 10% nationally

for outstanding program performance

izing annual assessment lien crea-
tion and project financing. Finally,
the county would establish admin-
istrative and funding processes.

Tulsa County believes the pas-
sage of the PACE legislation will
provide commercial property
owners and developers with a sig-
nificant tool for economic devel-
opment, property improvements
and energy conservation.

CALL 918-254-1515 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
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GREATER TULSA PERSONALITIES

CEO Aaron Darden Brings RAD, CNI to Tulsa

Positive Changes Coming
1o Tulsa Housing Authority

By DJ MORROW INGRAM
Contributing Writer

Editor’s Note:  Greater Tulsa
Personalities is a new feature in
GTR Newspapers to highlight and
focus on interesting people mak-
ing important contributions in the
Greater Tulsa region.

For more than 50 years, the Tulsa
Housing Authority (THA) has pro-
vided housing assistance to the Tul-
sa’s most vulnerable citizens. It has
grown to include more than 2,800
housing units serving over 20,000
people. But declines in federal
funding have left many of the units
challenged by deferred mainte-
nance resulting in hubs of poverty.

Enter Aaron Darden, who of-
ficially joined THA as its presi-
dent/CEO in May 2017. His fresh
vision is transforming the agency
and changing how Tulsans are
provided affordable housing op-
tions.

Darden, who came to Tulsa
from the Metropolitan Devel-
opment and Housing Agency in
Nashville, began by working to
change the culture of the agency.
Reorganization, new personnel, a
focus on employee training and a
revamp of nearly every aspect of
the agency brought a new level of
professionalism to THA.

“Without a doubt he is a positive
change agent,” said Rick Neal,
chairman of THA’s Board of
Commissioners. “Not only does
he have the expertise in the field
of public housing, he is also a
leader with the heart and passion
for the organization’s mission and
role in our community.”

A RAD-ical Change

Rental Assistance Demonstra-
tion (RAD) is a way to de-con-
centrate poverty by creating
mixed-income  properties. It
allows public housing authori-
ties (like THA) to convert from
Section 9 Public Housing to the
Multi-Family Section 8 Program.
The U.S. Housing and Urban De-
velopment (HUD) program be-
gan in 2012 as a small pilot. By
2017 Congress had made 225,000
units eligible for such financing;
this year HUD lifted the cap to
455,000. So far, 98,000 of the na-
tion’s 1.15 million federal hous-
ing units are being renovated un-
der the program.

THA plans to convert all its
properties to RAD.

“This will allow us to own our
properties outright, stabilize fund-
ing and allow for redevelopment
of our aging sites into mixed-in-
come communities,” Darden said.

The first property to be redevel-
oped is Comanche Park in North
Tulsa at 36th Street and North
Peoria. THA is utilizing a commu-
nity-driven and supported plan-
ning process to create the plan for
a new mixed-use, mixed-income
community.

“While this approach takes a
bit longer to implement, it will
be a product of the community
it serves,” Darden said. “Expe-
rience in other communities has
shown this provides for better
long-term success.”

The project will result in a
one-for-one replacement of the
Comanche units, enhanced and
improved economic and cultural
diversity of the area, a mixed-in-
come community and a green,
sustainable and financially feasi-
ble development.

At the same time, more than
$15 million in improvements will
be made to the Sandy Park and
Apache complexes.

“About $45,000 will be spent
on every unit in these complexes
on things like granite countertops
and stainless steel appliances plus
some ‘curb appeal’ changes to the
exterior,” he said. “They will be
market rate properties where peo-
ple will be proud to live.”

Tulsa is CHOSEN — Choice
Neighborhood Implementation

In July 2018 it was announced
that THA, in partnership with the
City of Tulsa, was one of five cit-
ies chosen nationwide to be given
the Choice Neighborhood Imple-
mentation (CNI) grant of a $30
million grant.

“Over the next five years,
this will transform the Eugene
Field community into a vibrant,
mixed-income community on the
Arkansas River,” Darden said,
citing the importance to the more
than 40 community partners who
were a part of the application.

The Zarrow Foundation has
committed $12 million for the
project and the George Kaiser
Family Foundation has commit-
ted $27 million.

“All in all, there is more than

$120 million being leveraged
for this project and that is only
the housing piece,” he said. The
CNI program focuses on the en-
tire neighborhood with a focus on
people, income growth, health,
safety and schools. Key elements
of this particular project include a
neighborhood grocery store and
community center.

“It will be a really cool place to
live.”

Construction on the project is
expected to begin in 2020 and
completed by 2024.

An Emphasis on People

“It is really important to stress
that these projects are not a way to
replace those currently housed.”

Residents will not lose rental
assistance, rents will not increase
and current residents will have
the first right to return.

“We will relocate residents
affected, including moving ex-
penses and assistance in locating
new residences,” Darden said.
“We will have a team dedicated
to easing this process for our res-
idents.

“We want to be a part of the
changing public perception of
those needing housing assis-
tance,” Darden said. “These proj-
ects will help us decentralize pov-
erty in our community as it now
exists.”

A Focus on Partnerships

While building and remodel-
ing is a primary focus of THA,
Darden says the social service
aspect of the agency is just as im-
portant.

“We partner with nonprofits,
churches, agencies and compa-
nies to provide assistance to our
residents,” he said. “From tutor-
ing to life skills classes to youth
programs and more, we are here
to make life better for everyone in
our communities.

“Our goal is self-sufficiency
with dignity.”

Darden credits his dedicated
staff and Board for the accom-
plishments in his first 20 months
at THA.

“No one does this alone,” he
said, adding that he is always
looking for new partnerships.

Aaron Darden started his career
in the public sector at the Nash-
ville, Tennessee Metropolitan
Development and Housing Agen-

AARON DARDEN

cy in 2008. For nearly a decade,
Darden served in leadership roles
throughout the agency. He left
the agency serving as director of
recapitalization and was previ-
ously chief operating officer of
affordable housing. He holds the
Certified Public Housing Manag-

er, Certified Occupancy Specialist
and Certified Low-Income Hous-
ing Tax Credit Specialist designa-
tions. Darden also holds a bache-
lor’s degree in social work from
the University of Memphis and an
MBA from Tennessee State Uni-
versity.
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== VARIETY —————

Remember when people feared Y2K
would create global chaos? That anxious

One more show to put on your list for Jan.
25 is Golden Hornet’s “The Sound of Sci-

Entertainment Fun Predicted for New Year
S

time leading up to 2000 is now two decades
old. Here we are in 2019, Y2K-wiser and,
as a matter of course, dealing with whatever
personal, world or domestic issues draw our
attention. At home, when I feel even run-
of-the-mill chaos encroaching, I put down
my phone, turn off TV and turn on music.
A night on the town

ence” with cellist extraordinaire Jeff Zei-
gler, a former member of the Kronos Quar-
tet. Golden Hornet is a composer lab. “The
Sound of Science” program, which has be-
come an acclaimed album, features eight
works created by renowned contemporary
composers. Each is a tribute to a celebrat-
ed scientist. Their music will be

offers the same respite
— a chance to relax,
refocus, and remem-
ber that life should be
fun.

So, if you need
a laugh, and who
doesn’t, you might
want to check in with
funnyman Brian Re-
gan. He’s a comic’s
comic. Jerry Seinfeld
has long been a fan, so
much so that he pro-
duced a Netflix series
starring Regan that
debuted on Christmas
Eve. You can see Re-
gan live at the Brady,
Jan. 25.

If you’d rather kick
back with music that

Show Buzz

By NANCY HERMANN

performed on Zeigler’s ampli-
fied cello and incorporates other
electronics. This evocative pre-
sentation is hosted at the PAC by
Choregus Productions.

More music can be enjoyed
that weekend at the VanTrease
PAC, located at TCC’s south
campus for an all-Bach pro-
gram, Jan. 26, performed by the
Signature Symphony.

There’s still time to catch The-
atre Tulsa’s “Beauty and the
Beast,” playing through Feb. 3.
Margaret Stall and Drew Rosene
star in this “tale as old as time,”
with music from the 1991 ani-
mated film written by Alan Men-
ken and with lyrics by Howard
Ashman and Tim Rice. Look
for great costumes, choreogra-
phy and musical direction. The

night. River Spirit Ca-
sino and Resort hosts
multi-Grammy Award winner Toni Brax-
ton. An R&B diva, known for her husky,
coloratura voice, Braxton also can belt out
soul and pop with the best. Listen again to
“Un-break My Heart” if you haven’t heard
it lately. Her Jan. 25 appearance is part of
Braxton’s “As Long As I Live” tour, also
featuring SWV (Sisters with Voice).

As far as I know, Braxton doesn’t sing
country. For that, hop over to Catoosa. At
Hard Rock’s The Joint, Texas country mu-
sic singer/songwriter Clay Walker performs,
also on Jan. 25. He just released a new al-
bum, “Long Live the Cowboy.”

HAPPY.\

musical is staged in one of the
PAC’s smaller venues. Young
people, especially, will enjoy the up-close
theatre experience, and the production will
appeal to all ages.

For non-musical theatre, consider Theatre
North’s “The Green Book.” “The Negro
Motorist’s Green Book™ was a motor guide
during the 1930s through 1960s for finding
restaurants and hotels that accepted people
of color. The two-act play, written by Calvin
A. Ramsey, runs Feb. 3-10.

Don’t miss a rare opportunity to hear a na-
tionally recognized saxophone quartet. The
Kenari Quartet comes to Tulsa for a week of
residency, Jan. 22-28. Chamber Music Tulsa

'ALENTINE- *s DAY'

(01T AL EA SHOPSORISEVIILER O] 8-200:0022

TONI BRAXTON: The R&B diva appears
at River Spirit Casino and Resort Jan. 25.

CLAY WALKER: Country music comes to
The Joint Jan. 25.

hosts the group’s stay, including a Jan. 27, 3
p.m. performance at the Tulsa PAC. Formed
in 2012, Kenari is passionate in their pro-
motion of music by living composers. The
Kenari’s stop in Tulsa will be a performance
season highlight.

TV journalist Lara Logan speaks at Tul-
sa Town Hall’s event, Feb. 1. From all ac-
counts, she is fearless. Logan provided vital
reporting from inside an extremely danger-
ous Afghanistan. She was the only major
American television journalist in Iraq when
the last war broke out, having found a way
back into Baghdad after CBS evacuated all
personnel. In 2011, she was brutally assault-
ed by a large gang in Cairo’s Tahrir Square
during the Arab spring. Interviewing her
for the Tulsa Performing Arts Center’s IN-
TERMISSION magazine, I found her to be
candid, genuine and dedicated to her craft.
am so much looking forward to hearing her
presentation, “On the Front Lines with Lara
Logan.”

Also at the PAC is Tulsa Symphony Or-
chestra’s performance of Shostakovich’s
Symphony No. 7 in C Major, Feb. 2, con-
ducted by Gerhardt Zimmermann. This is a
moving piece, written during the 900-day
German siege of Leningrad (now Saint Pe-
tersburg).

A trio of heavy hitters are up Feb 8 through
Feb. 11 at the BOK Center. Kelly Clarkson’s
show is slated for Feb. 8. This winner of
the first American Idol competition has the
pipes! Her warm TV presence as a judge on
“The Voice” has earned her new fans.

O

HOOD AND ASSOCIATES CPAs

2GOLF
EXPO

Marriott Tulsa Hotel Southern Hills - 1902 E 71st

PURCHASE TICKETS ONLINE AT WWW.GOLFEXPO.SITE
ADULT: $10 at the door, $9 if you pre-purchase online SENIOR: (65 and up): $8 at the door, $7 pre-purchase

= FLYING

FRI: 11A.Mm.-6P.M.

e Speakers include two-time world Long Drive Champion Art
Sellinger and five-time PGA Tour winner Danny Edwards
e Happy Hour Friday 3-6 includes live music, free beer,
Hooters girls and $6 admission
e Great savings on equipment and apparel
e Test latest clubs by major manufacturers

e Speaker and rep schedules, discount advance tickets and
more info www.golfexpo.site Call 918-280-0787

ALSO SPONSORED BY:

Volvik
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ELTON JOHN: The incomparable enter-
tainer returns to the BOK Center on Feb. 9.

KELLY CLARKSON: The megawatt sing-
er lights up the BOK Center on Feb. 8.

KENARI QUARTET: The rare saxophone
chamber music ensemble performs at the
Tulsa PAC Jan. 27.

Elton John’s shows are worth every dollar.
He just doesn’t hold back. I love watching
his hands on the keyboard as much as re-
visiting “Rocket Man” and “Tiny Dancer.”
My favorite Elton John tune is “Your Song.”
What’s yours? He returns to the BOK on
Feb. 9

Popular American rapper Travis Scott
rocks the BOK on Feb. 11. Also, be sure to
peruse the upcoming jazz schedules for Tul-
sa’s jazz club, Duet, and the Oklahoma Jazz
Hall of Fame.

We have many choices. That by itself is
worth celebrating. 'm viewing 2019 with a
sense of optimism, and I plan to have some
fun along the way. Join me!

JANUARY 25-26

SAT: 9A.M.-6P.M.

TULSAGOLF

PAGE BELCHER
MOHAWEK PARK

CALL 918-254-1515 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
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Red Dirt Founding Father Steve Ripley Remembered

B

“I love Nashville country and
Texas Tex-Mex and Cajun and
Motown soul, but in the heart of
America, we got the beat that'’s
guaranteed to tap your toes...”

— Steve Ripley, Tulsa Shuffle

The song Tulsa Shuffle, from
the Tractors’ 1994 platinum-sell-
ing debut album, would be the
theme song for this column if

In an interview for Voices of
Oklahoma recorded in April
2018, Ripley shares a lyric from
a song he was working on at the
time that addresses the question
of musical genre. “We play farm
music. Where you end up is tied
to where you start. We owe as
much to Johnny B. Goode as we
do to Your Cheatin’ Heart.”

Ripley moved back to his fami-

such a concept
existed. No other
song  embodies
the Tulsa Sound
and speaks to the
spirit and soul of
Red Dirt music,
just as no other
musician embod-
ies and embraces
our unique genre
more than the
late, great Steve
Ripley, who
passed away on

Jan. 3, two days
after his 69th
birthday.

Ripley, who
grew up on his
family’s  Okla-
homa Land Run
homestead in
Pawnee County

before attending
Oklahoma State

Searching for
The Sound

By BRYAN CANTRELL

ly’s farm in Paw-
nee County in
2005. He made a
few updates to the
property, includ-
ing a recording
studio, where he
produced his ra-
dio show for the
Oklahoma Histor-
ical Society.

In 2016, OK-
POP acquired
the Leon Rus-
sell archive and
Ripley  became
official  curator
of the collection,
tasked with re-
storing, catalogu-

ing,  digitizing,
and archiving the
vast  collection

of Leon Russell
master tapes.
Ripley’s legacy

University, was

more than a musician. He was a
songwriter, inventor, producer, en-
gineer, radio host, and as of 2016,
the official curator of the Leon
Russell collection at OKPOP.

It was Ripley who introduced
the term Red Dirt into the musical
lexicon. His band’s 1974 album,
“Moses Live,” was released under
Ripley’s own label, Red Dirt Re-
cords, an event which many histo-
rians and musicians agree marked
the birth of the Red Dirt genre.

He was Leon Russell’s sound
engineer. He played guitar on
two J.J. Cale albums. He owned
the legendary Church Studio for
19 years. In his final years, he
worked to rescue and preserve
the musical archives of his friend
Leon Russell.

There is simply no one more
immersed in the history of Tulsa
music.

His story extends beyond our
community. He played on Bob
Dylan’s album Shot of love be-
fore embarking on a world tour
with his musical hero, joining
Dylan’s great gospel band in 1981.
In a 2009 interview with Rolling
Stone, Dylan was asked if he had
ever played a set with the perfect
guitarist. Dylan took the question
as an opportunity to reminisce
about a few of the countless gui-
tarists he’s played with, and men-
tioned Ripley among a handful of
his favorites.

Ripley left his fingerprint on
1980s pop music as well. It was
his invention, the Ripley Stereo
Guitar, that was used by Eddie Van
Halen on the album 1984. His Bur-
bank, California-based company,
Ripley Guitars has created guitars
for Steve Vai, Ry Cooder, Dweezil
Zappa and Jimmy Buffet.

After purchasing the Church
Studio in 1987, Ripley began re-
cording the demos that would be-
come the Tractors’ self-titled first
album. After selling more than two
million copies and reaching num-
ber two on the Country billboard
charts, the Tractors went on to
record six more albums and earn
two Grammy nominations over
the next decade and a half.

While the Tractors were catago-
rized under the broad umbrella
of Country music, what Ripley,
drummer Jamie Oldaker, guitarist
Ron Getman, pianist Walt Rich-
mond and bassist Casey Van Beek
created was truly a genre of one.

is intact and his
genius is undeniable. His con-
tributions are glaring. You can’t
learn about the history of Tul-
sa music without learning about
Steve Ripley. He’s there at ev-
ery turn. Ubiquitous. The Forrest
Gump of Tulsa music.

Ripley’s family requests dona-
tions to The Red Dirt Relief Fund,
reddirtrelieffund.org, in lieu of

BIRTH CERTIFICATE: Steve
Ripley’s band released the album
“Moses Live” in 1974 under Rip-
ley's label, Red Dirt Records. It is
widely considered the birth of the
Red Dirt genre.

flowers. Red Dirt Relief Fund
provides a safety net of critical
assistance to Oklahoma music
people in times of need.

We ended 2018 saying goodbye
to Roy Clark, now, sadly we be-
gin 2019 saying goodbye to an-
other legend; an ambassador who
brought Tulsa’s brand of music to
the world.

Ripley had his priorities straight
and kept things in the proper per-
spective. This is evidenced by his
sign-off from every one of his
radio shows, “Don’t forget, fam-
ily is what’s important. Tell your
mama you love her. Kiss your
babies. We’re all in this together.
Bye-bye, kids.”

I couldn’t agree more. However,
since I live in the heart of Amer-
ica, where we got the beat that’s
guaranteed to tap your toes, I'm
gonna stick with my own sign
off and remind you all to keep
searching, keep listening.

Judtzce %@a

GOLFCAR EST.1959
10118 East S1st Street, Tulsa, OK
Sales * Rentals ¢ Parts & Service
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Follow us on Facehook for drawings
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OKLAHOMA BLUES: Guitarist, songwriter, inventor, engmeer ra-
dio host and currator Steve Ripley passed away at his home in Pawnee

County on Jan. 3.
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Driveways - Patios * Sidewalks * Floors
Curbs - Ramps * Walls - Cool Decks
Color Stamp - Stain - Saw Cutting
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BOOK YOUR VACATION NOW - CALL FOR LIMITED TIME SAVINGS

Grand Alaskan

s50 )
percouple
Cruise & Tour

12 days from *1,849" $1,599"
Departs June - September, 2019

Enjoy a spectacular cruise & tour between Seattle and
Alaska including 7 nights aboard Holland America Line’s

ms Westerdam and 4 nights on land. You'll cruise the Gulf

of Alaska and the Inside Passage—a breathtaking sea

lane teeming with marine wildlife, where you'll pass
glaciers, towering mountains, and lush forests, with stops
in Ketchikan, historic Skagway and magpnificent Glacier

Bay. On land, you'll go deep into Denali National Park, tour
Anchorage, and see the Alaska Wildlife Conservation Center.

5 FREE ONBOARD CREDIT

Ultimate Hawaii >

Experience
13 days from *2;249" 51,799*
Departs year-round

Enjoy a fully-escorted 4-island Hawaiian vacation with
beachfront lodging on Kauai, Maui, and the “Big Island” of
Hawaii, and a centrally-located hotel in gorgeous Waikiki
on Oahu. Includes a Pearl Harbor experience where you will
see the USS Arizona Memorial and Battleship Missouri. Visit
historic Lahaina, enjoy a boat cruise on the Wailua River and
authentic Hawaiian entertainment and food at our Farewell
Feast. Escorted throughout by our friendly Tour Directors—
your local experts. Price includes 3 inter-island flights.

The escorted tour experts since 1967! All tours include hotels, sightseeing and baggage handling.

‘;:;;En!: Promo code N7017 1'888'550'9353

*Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus 299 taxes & fees. Cruise pricing based on lowest cabin category after savings; upgrades available. Single supplement and seasonal surcharges
may apply. Add-on airfare available. Onboard Credit requires purchase of Ocean View or Balcony Cabin. for full Set Sail terms and conditions ask your Travel Consultant. Offers apply to new bookings
only, made by 2/28/19. Other terms and conditions may apply. Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

Tour with Pearl Harbor Perwuvle
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Gov. Stitt Appoints Tulsan Sean Kouplen to Serve
As Sec. of Commerce and Workforce Development

Gov. Kevin Stitt has appointed
Tulsan Sean Kouplen as the next
Secretary of Commerce and Work-
force Development, a cabinet
position that will require Senate
confirmation. “Sean Kouplen is
a proven business leader and en-
trepreneur, full of vision, energy
and passion for seeing our state
thrive and achieve Top 10 status.
His reputation and network, both
in the state and nationwide, will
help propel Oklahoma forward to
achieve a robust recruitment agen-
da,” said Stitt.

Upon confirmation, Kouplen will
serve on the governor’s cabinet in
an unpaid capacity, casting vision
for the Commerce Department and
playing a strategic leadership role
in recruiting business growth and
in the development of Oklahoma’s
workforce.

Kouplen will also continue his
role as Chairman and CEO of
Regent Bank in Tulsa. Under his
leadership, the bank has grown in
size from $72 million to almost
$600 million in assets since 2008.
Kouplen has been named Cen-
tral U.S. Community Banker of
the Year, Oklahoma Small Busi-
ness Financial Champion, one of
Journal Record’s Most Admired
CEQ’s, Citizen of the Year in Bix-
by, Top National Young Alum-
ni by his fraternity, and Top 100
MBA of the Century by Oklaho-
ma State University. Kouplen has
held numerous local and statewide
leadership positions and currently
serves on the board of directors for
MetaFund, Hillcrest South Hospi-
tal, OSU Foundation, SouthPoint
Church and is a member of Young
President’s  Organization and
Oklahoma Bankers Association.
Kouplen holds B.S. and M.B.A.
degrees from OSU.

“I am excited to work with the
outstanding professionals in the
Department of Commerce to grow
Oklahoma’s economy. Our goals
are to aggressively target busi-

nesses to expand in Oklahoma and
educate all state business and com-
munity leaders about our excellent
economic and community devel-
opment programs,” said Kouplen.

“As a business owner and CEO,
I bring a very pragmatic, strategic
approach to the position. We will
target those businesses, inside and
outside the state who are most
likely to expand here. We will also
work hard to tell our story to fel-
low Oklahomans. Our state has
many remarkable business success
stories and we want to highlight
those and inspire the next gener-
ation of Oklahomans to stay right
here and do great things.”

The following are quotes of sup-
port for the appointment of Sean
Kouplen:

“Governor-elect Stitt has made
an excellent choice in selecting
Sean Kouplen as his Secretary
of Commerce. Sean is a creative
and innovative leader. Not only
has he led his bank to dramatic
growth, but he is also a devoted
family man and serves his commu-
nity in many capacities. Sean will
lead the way in developing new
economic opportunities for Okla-
homa and will provide wise coun-
sel on the Governor s cabinet.”

— Burns Hargis, President of
Oklahoma State University

“Sean Kouplen has been a close
friend for many years and he is a
person with tremendous integrity,
energy and business acumen. He
is a selfless community leader who
has built one of the country’s top
community banking organizations.
His creativity and drive will un-
doubtedly propel Oklahoma into a
top economic growth state.”

— Jim Bridenstine,
Administrator of NASA and
former U.S. Representative

from Oklahoma

“Governor-elect ~ Stitts  cabi-
net selection of Sean Kouplen as
Oklahoma's Secretary of Com-

Courtesy photo

SEAN KOUPLEN

merce shows he is working dili-
gently to select proven leaders in
business. In addition to being a
member of the Muscogee (Creek)
Nation, Sean is passionate about
Native American issues and [
know he will strengthen our Na-
tions partnership with the State
of Oklahoma. We look forward to
working with him in his new role
and with Governor-elect Stitt to
grow our economy together.”
— Principal Chief James Floyd
Muscogee (Creek) Nation

“I have worked with Sean Kou-
plen for several years and know
him to be a tremendous supporter
of this Hispanic business commu-
nity. His company actually won
a top award this year for its tre-

mendous support of the Hispanic
Chamber of Commerce and our
partner businesses. We are looking
forward to working closely with
Kouplen in his new role as Secre-
tary of Commerce to expand ex-
isting Hispanic-owned businesses
and attract new ones to our state.”
— James E. Sanchez,

Chairman of Tulsa Hispanic
Chamber of Commerce

“Sean Kouplen is an outstanding
business and community leader
who cares deeply about our state.
Over the last 10 years, he has built
a tremendous company known
for its nation-leading growth and
amazing corporate culture. Faith
is a very important part of Sean's
life and he treats everyone he en-

counters with respect. He will un-
doubtedly do an excellent job as
Secretary of Commerce and I can't
think of anyone better to lead us
toward top 10 economic growth.”
— Piyush Patel,
Author of Lead Your Tribe, Love
Your Work and Angel Investor,
founder of Digital-Tutors

“I have had the pleasure of know-
ing Sean Kouplen for more than
10 years, and in that time have
watched him be a man of integri-
ty in business, a wonderful father,
and a strong leader in his church.
As Secretary of Commerce, he will
bring not only his knowledge of
business, but also the knowledge
that it is people and relationships
that are the true key to success in
any endeavor. The tools he will
bring with him to this role will
position the Department of Com-
merce and our state to be the best
possible in the country. Our busi-
nesses will thrive and those look-
ing to start a business or relocate
will notice and want to tap into
what we have.”

— Krystal Crockett,
President/CEO of Bixby Metro
Chamber of Commerce

“Much of Oklahoma's economy
originates in rural communities
across the state. It is heartening
to have a person like Sean Kou-
plen named to lead economic de-
velopment efforts, knowing that
he brings great insights from his
work in serving rural residents,
businesses, farms, ranches and
community organizations. With
his background in agricultural
economics and his demonstrated
acumen in leadership, Sean is
well suited to ensure that all of
Oklahoma's economy grows and
thrives.”

— Thomas Coon,

Vice president of
agricultural programs at
Oklahoma State University

Rogers State Public Television Moves to Channel 32

RSU Public TV is moving from
channel 36 to channel 32 on Feb.
11 as part of a “repacking” effort.

Repacking is mandatory by the
FCC and will affect three stations
in the Tulsa television market, in-
cluding RSU Public TV.

By definition, repacking is the
process of moving broadcasters
into a smaller and more tightly
packed spectrum band in order
to free up broadcast spectrum
for wireless carriers nation wide,
resulting in the need to upgrade
out-dated equipment.

Royal Aills, general manager
of RSU Public TV says, “This is

really a blessing for us. Our trans-
mitter is at the end of its life. With
a new transmitter, we will operate
for the next 20 years.”

Viewers on cable and satellite
should not be affected. Those who
watch TV over the air with an
antenna will need to rescan their
TV’s on Feb. 11 at 9 a.m.

Aills says, “Viewers who have
trouble rescanning their TV’s can
go to our website at rsu.tv or call
for instruction on how to rescan.
We will also have a phone bank set
up should anyone want to call. We
will walk them through the rescan.”
That number is 1-800-823-7210.

So how do you rescan your TVs?
Select “scan” or “autotune” on the
TV or converter box control menu
to start the scanning process. In-
structions are usually available by
pressing the “set-up” or “menu”
button on the remote control.
This move is happening behind
the scenes, so the channel number
viewers know will not change. No
additional equipment purchases is
required.

RSU Public TV has been on the
air for 37 years and is the only uni-
versity-owned public TV station in
Oklahoma. For more information,
Visit Www.rsu.tv.

—

RSUTV

PUBLIC TELEVISION

Admission
Adult $5.00

Tues. -

Members and Children under 18 -

MIILTTARY HIS TORY CENTER

Free

Hours of Operation
Fri. 10:00 - 4:00 - Sat. 10:00 - 2:00
Closed Sunday and Monday and the major Federal Holidays

Phone: (918) 794-2712

http://www.okmhm.org

112 North Main Broken Arrow, OK 74012

“Promoting Patriotism through the Preservation of Military History”

MILITARY HISTORY
CENTER

CALL 918-254-1515 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
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Periodically when it’s a slow time church member and

Boston Ave. Church Architect Controversy Contmues
I

news day and newspapers need real estate investor.

filler material, an Dr. Rice knew
enterprising  col- his career was
umnist will bring On ArGhItBCture drawing to a
up the old un- close. This was

solved issue of a chance to cre-
who designed The ate a new kind
Boston  Avenue of Methodist

United Methosist
Church. This au-
thorship has be-
come  important
because the church
is considered an
art deco master-
piece and a Tulsa
landmark by the

Church building
before he retired.
C.C. Cole’s wife
Audrey was sen-
sitive to design
and networked
with Tulsa’s art
community. The
Coles toured the

design communi- United States
ty. looking for

Because my unique  church
grandparents, design ideas.

Rice and his wife
travelled to
Europe for
the same

the C.C. Cole’s,
played a key role
in the creation of
this  building, I

By ROGER COFFEY, AIA

ADAH ROBINSON: From a painting by
Jo Beth Harris. It hangs in Bishops Hall at
the church.

BRUCE GOFF

think I have some special insight
in this saga.

The Boston Avenue build-
ing would never have happened
without the convergence of two
separate individuals, One pair of
individuals and a certain time in
Tulsa’s history. artist, a high school

In the 1920’s, Tulsa’s population art teacher who
swelled from a modest 7,200 at could provide an
statechood to 142,000 at the end idea. The commit-
of the decade. Tulsa was a young tee gave her a shot.
man’s oil boom town where any- Based on a rough
thing was possible. The optimism  sketch of a circular
in the community was almost worship space with
palpable. In 1922, 60-year-old atall tower she was
Dr. John A. Rice was assigned to  selected. The artist
Boston Avenue as its senior pas- was Adah Rob-
tor. By 1925, it was obvious that inson, a Quaker

purpose.
The committee received

designs from interested
architects, which they
rejected for lack of
originality. Audrey
Cole knew of a local

training or experience. One of her
prize pupils, a recent Central High

School graduate who worked as
a draftsman for a well-respect-

ed architectural firm, Rush,
Endacott and Rush, was a
person Robinson trusted to
transform her designs into
construction documents. The
draftsman’s name was Bruce

Goff. He had no formal ar-
| chitectural education.

The subsequent contracts
were letters of agreement
written by C. C. Cole.
Rush, Endacott and
Rush was to be the ar-
chitect of record. The

the church had outgrown its Fifth and  teacher architects agreed to
Street and Boston Avenue build- with no ar- “cooperate with
ing. In 1926, Rice appointed a chitectural Robinson in all

matters pertain-
ing to the artis-
tic features of
the project.”

12 person building committee,
chaired by C.C. Cole, a long-

s )
L3

Adah Robinson was to be in charge
of design “all matters artistic both
as to interior finish and outside de-
sign.” The project was soon fast
tracked due to the pastor’s failing
health. It was thought his eventual
replacement might not be as sym-
pathetic to the new church’s design.
Construction was begun before
drawings were completed.

Boston Avenue is a smorgas-
bord of unique design features;
everything from light fixtures to
its radiator grills are unique to
the church. Many items such as
the sanctuary balcony railing and
the Great Hall’s wall sconces and
wall and ceiling treatments had to
be ripped out and changed. They
were based on the architect’s
drawings but did not agree with
Robinson’s designs.

The problem began with Endacott,
the architectural firm partner in

charge of their part of the project. He

was a notorious womaniz-

er who hated be-
'a ing under the
thumb  of
a woman.

As the project progressed, so did the
animosity.

The architects and the artist had
to hold all their meetings at Cole’s
office, considered a neutral set-
ting. Robinson’s contract fee was
doubled due to her difficulty with
the architects. The committee nev-
er once met or were introduced to
Goff. Endacott constantly tried
to undermine Robinson to Cole.
Somehow he convinced Goff to
end his close relationship with
Robinson with a partnership in the
firm at the end of the project as a
carrot. By the middle of the pro-
ject, Goff and Robinson were no
longer speaking. By the end of the
project in 1930, the architectural
firm’s name was changed to Rush,
Endacott, and Goff.

In later years, Goff claimed the
design of this famous building, an
important reference in his resume.
Robinson, with Quaker reticence,
refused to comment, which was
amazing because she was never
shy about vocally evaluating the
work of her students.

Did Adah Robinson design the
building or did Bruce Goff? Archi-
tects tend to support Goff as the de-
signer. Rice supported Robinson as
the designer. The C. C. Coles spent
the rest of their lives defending
her authorship. The administrative
board of Boston Avenue mounted a
plaque below a bronze bust of her
head displayed in the church parlor.
The plaque reads “Adah M. Robin-
son whose creative mind conceived
this church, the design, signifi-
cance, color, symbols, whose cour-
age and patience carried through
to completion.” The church never
provided any recognition to Bruce
Goff. All of the major players
_in this saga are long deceased.

Readers, I think you know my
opinion, but what is yours?
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HEALTH & WELLNESS

OSU Center for Health Sciences Awarded
$1.8 Million to Combat OplOld Epidemic

The Center for Wellness and
Recovery at Oklahoma State Uni-
versity Center for Health Scienc-
es (OSU-CHS) has been awarded
more than $1.8 million in state
and federal funds to combat the
opioid epidemic in Oklahoma.
The two awards will focus on
education of the public regarding
opioid prescriptions, treatment of
those with opioid use disorder,
and on training of resident physi-
cians to identify and treat opioid
use disorder.

Opioid misuse in Oklahoma is
a problem that is compounded by
the lack of patient education on
the effects of opioids, failure to
recognize the symptoms of early
addiction, and a lack of available
trained and certified providers of
medication assisted treatment.
In 2016, 813 Oklahomans died
from overdoses resulting in a rate
of 21.5 people per 100,000 com-
pared to the national rate of 19.8
people per 100,000, according to
the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC). The Trust
for America’s Health reports that
the rate in Oklahoma could in-

crease to 31.7 people per 100,000
by 2025, if drastic steps are not
1mplemented

“OSU Center for Health Scienc-
es is committed to lead the fight
against opioid use disorder for the
sake of our rural communities,
and for all Oklahomans. These
grants will give us more resourc-
es to help educate and treat those
suffering from addiction, as well
as prevent the next generation
from becoming addicted to these
drugs that can become deadly
when misused,” said Dr. Kayse
M. Shrum, president of OSU-
CHS, and dean, OSU College of
Osteopathic Medicine.

About Oklahoma State Univer-
sity Center for Health Sciences

Oklahoma State  University
Center for Health Sciences edu-
cates osteopathic physicians, sci-
entists, allied health professionals
and health care administrators
for Oklahoma with an emphasis
on serving rural and underserved
Oklahoma.

OSU-CHS offers graduate and
professional degrees with over

OKLAHOMA STATE UNIVERSITY CENTER FOR HEALTH SCIENCES: Located in Tulsa at the
corner of Southwest Blvd. and West 17th Street, OSU-CHS will utilize state and federal funds to provide edu-
cation, training and treatment to combat opioid abuse.

1,000 students enrolled in aca-
demic programs in the College of
Osteopathic Medicine, the School
of Allied Health, the School of
Health Care Administration, the

School of Biomedical Sciences,
and the School of Forensic Sci-
ences.

OSU Medicine operates a net-
work of clinics in the Tulsa area

offering a multitude of specialty
services including cardiology,
family medicine, internal medi-
cine, pediatrics, psychiatry and
women’s health.

Cardiothoracic Surgeon Joins St. John Clinic in Tulsa

Cornell University Graduate
George M. Comas, M.D.

Brings Wealth of Experience

Cardiothoracic surgeon George
M. Comas, M.D., has joined As-
cension Medical Group, part of St.
John Health System in Tulsa. He
brings with him a wealth of train-
ing and experience at some of the
nation’s leading teaching hospi-
tals.

Dr. Comas joins St. John from

Abington Hospital-Jefferson Health
in Pennsylvania, where for the
past two years he has been an at-
tending cardiothoracic surgeon
and assistant professor of surgery.
Prior to that, he was an attending
cardiothoracic surgeon with Lee
Memorial Hospital System in Fort
Myers, Florida.

DR. GEORGE M. COMAS

Dr. Comas earned his Doctor
of Medicine degree from Cornell
University Medical College in
New York City in 2003. In 2009,
he completed his general surgery
residency training at Columbia
University College of Physicians
and Surgeons in New York City,
where he also completed a two-
year fellowship in cardiothoracic
surgery. He completed a second
two-year fellowship in cardiotho-
racic surgery at Emory Universi-
ty Medical Center in Atlanta in
2013.

Dr. Comas also has authored or
co-authored dozens of medical pa-
pers and abstracts and from 1996
to 1998 served In the Peace Corps,

teaching physics, math and chem-
istry in Cameroon, Africa.

Appointments with Dr. Comas
can be made by calling 918-712-
3366.

Choosing St. John Clinic means
healthcare needs are met with
medical innovation and personal
care. St. John Clinic provides ex-
cellence and expertise in diagno-
ses and treatments, access to and
attention from more than 500 med-
ical providers and staff. more than
95 convenient locations through-
out northeastern Oklahoma and
southeastern Kansas. Clear and
open communication at every lev-
el helps patients stay informed and
make better decisions about care.

American Red Cross Asks for Blood Donors

January is National
Blood Donor Month

The American Red Cross en-
courages people to help meet the
urgent need for blood and plate-
lets by resolving to give blood
this January — National Blood
Donor Month.

Donating blood or platelets is a
way to make a lifesaving impact
in the new year for patients like
Judy Janssen, who was diagnosed
with end-stage autoimmune liver
disease in 2016. Janssen received
frequent blood transfusions -
sometimes multiple times a week
— until she underwent a liver
transplant last January.

“Blood donors make a really
big difference with very little ef-
fort,” said Janssen, who received
dozens of transfusions before and
during her transplant surgery. “I
wouldn’t be here if it wasn’t for
blood donations.”

The critical role of blood and
platelet donors has been cele-
brated each January for nearly 50
years during National Blood Do-
nor Month, which coincides with
one of the most difficult times to
maintain a sufficient blood supply
for patients. Busy holiday sched-
ules, extreme winter weather and

Meyet.C & Ida

WillenZospice

Compassionate, Quality Care

MillerHospiceTulsa.com

6950 S. Utica Ave. * 918-742-6415

seasonal illnesses often impact
donor turnout this time of year.

The Red Cross encourages el-
igible donors to resolve to give
blood or platelets regularly, be-
ginning in January.

Make an appointment to donate
blood or platelets by download-
ing the free American Red Cross

NOBODY OFFERS
MORE DISCOUNTS
THAN FARMERS

m Automobile insurance
® Homeownersinsurance
m Lifeinsurance

CHARLIE JONES

Your Local Agent

69315 66TH EAST AVE # 220

TULSA, OK 74133
CJONES5@FARMERSAGENT.COM
https://agents.farmers.com/cjones5

Call 918.921.9988 today!

For Home, Auto, Life and Business.

£ FARMERS

INSURANCE

Restrictions apply. Discounts may vary. Not available in all states. See
your agent for details. Insurance is underwritten by Farmers Insurance
Exchange and other affiliated insurance companies. Visit farmers. com
for a complete listing of companies. Not all insurers are authorized to
provide insurance in all states. Coverage is not available in all states.
Life Insurance issued by Farmers New World Life Insurance Company,
3120 139th Ave. SE, Ste. 300, Bellevue, WA 98005.

Blood Donor App, visiting Red-
CrossBlood.org or calling 1-800-
RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767).
Another way to help keep the
blood supply strong in the new

year is to host a Red Cross blood
drive. To learn more about host-
ing a blood drive and to sign up,
visit ~ RedCrossBlood.org/Host-
ADrive.

DentarL [Vision

We Cover What MEDICARE
Does Not

At last! Affordable coverage’ for
the important health services?
that Medicare does not cover.

Call for free information:

877-819-1214

Online >> www.WeCoverDV.com/tulsa

1. Policy provisions and benefits may vary from state to state. Some benefits may not
be available in all states. 2. Dental and Vision plans may be purchased individually.

AW18-1018
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Endowment Creates Scholarships for Minorities at TU

Arnall Family
Foundation
Funds Program

The University of Tulsa an-
nounced a $5 million endowment
made possible by Oklahoma en-
trepreneur and TU alumna Sue
Ann Arnall that will make a mean-
ingful education at the state’s top-
ranked university more accessible
and affordable. The new program,
established through a gift from the
Arnall Family Foundation, will
annually award 10 scholarships to
African American students from
Oklahoma.

The endowment addresses the
roots of racial inequality and so-
cial injustice that many minorities
face by empowering students with
the tools they need to earn a valu-
able degree from a small, private
research university. The Arnall
Scholarship Fund offers academ-
ic, non-athletic program awards
to African American undergradu-
ate students or those studying in
TU’s College of Law.

“We want to break down barri-
ers and pave pathways for bright
young people from our state who
might not otherwise pursue a col-
lege degree or may need assis-
tance taking the first step toward
a legal career,” Arnall said. “My
sincere hope is that these schol-
arships create opportunity at my
alma mater and that the recipients
then inspire others to follow in
their footsteps.”

Arnall (BS °77, JD ’80) is a

CHRISTOFF ORR

ALEXANDER MCKAUGHAN

PIERRE ROBERTSON

SUE ANN ARNALL

member of the TU Board of
Trustees as well as a board mem-
ber and president of the Arnall
Family Foundation, which is
dedicated to improving the lives
of at-risk children in Oklahoma,
criminal justice reform and ani-
mal welfare. The organization’s
financial commitment aligns with
TU’s five-year strategic plan,
which seeks to provide the re-
sources to support the academic
ambitions of historically under-
represented and first-generation
students.

“Thanks to this insightful gift,
a personalized TU education is
just as accessible as a public ed-

ucation,” TU President Gerard
Clancy said. “As Arnall Scholars,
these students can realize greater
potential for their academic en-
deavors, their careers and their
communities through the critical
component of financial support.
We are grateful to Sue Ann for
recognizing and then fulfilling
this need in Oklahoma.”
Recipients for the 2018-19 aca-
demic year are Olusola Adeyeye
(nursing), Samuel Darbeh (un-
decided), Tavion Dyer (political
science), Alexander McKaughan
(marketing), David Nnaji (me-
chanical engineering), Strephon
O’Brien (art), Christoff Orr (me-

chanical engineering), Josiah
Parks (undecided), Pierre Robert-
son (law) and Khalil Rozell (ener-
gy management).

“The Arnall Scholarship Fund
exemplifies one of the many ways
TU and its stakeholders are com-
mitted to diversity, equity and in-
clusiveness,” said TU Vice Presi-
dent of Diversity and Engagement
Jacqueline Caldwell. “We are ex-
cited about this tremendous level
of support that allows our univer-
sity to attract even more African
American students who will then
become role models for future
generations.”

Arnall is a 20-year veteran of

the energy industry and leads a
group of companies under Essay
Management Services, LLC. She
is a member of the Oklahoma Bar
Association and holds executive
residence at Oklahoma City Uni-
versity.

Arnall also serves on the board
of directors for the Central Okla-
homa Humane Society and the
Oklahoma School of Science and
Mathematics, and the board of
trustees for Mercy Hospital.

For more information about the
Arnall Scholarship Fund or to
schedule an interview, please con-
tact Gail Ellis at 918-631-3730 or
gail-ellis@utulsa.edu.
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Tulsa Technology Center:
Educating People for
Success in the Workplace

Tulsa Tech is the oldest and larg-
est technology center in Oklaho-

Tulsa Tech currently serves near-
ly 6,000 high school and adult stu-

ma’s nationally-ac-
claimed CareerTech
system. We provide

News From

dents exploring
over 90 full-time
career majors in

affordable, indus- addition to pro-
try-standard  tech- Tu Isa TECh viding  training
nical training in an for over 31,000

engaging, innova-
tive learning envi-
ronment where stu-
dents benefit from
instructors with
years of valuable in-
dustry experience.

Tulsa Tech of-
fers a wide range
of opportunities to
prepare students for

customers n
both  part-time
classes and cus-
tomized  busi-
ness and indus-
try training.

Students  can
choose from a
variety of ex-
citing programs
including health

success in a career. sciences, aero-
With six campuses space, pre-en-
in the Tulsa metro gineering,  au-
area, a campus is P tomotive, and
never too far away. = information

A recognized con- A‘\\ technology.
tributor to regional Tuition is free
economic prosperi- By DR. STEVE TIGER for public, pri-
ty, we have one vi- Superintendent vate, and home-

sion, to the region’s
leader of career and technical ed-
ucation, resulting in a quality job
for every Tulsa Tech student and a
skilled workforce for every com-
pany, and our mission is simple;
educating people for success in the
workplace.

We take great pride in being a
highly-diversified institution that
rivals the complexities of many
colleges and universities, and serv-
ing as a link between students and
the developing economy of the Tul-
sa metro area.

schooled  high
school students with affordable
tuition for adult learners. We offer
morning, afternoon, evening and
all-day classes to fit any schedule.
Tulsa Tech offers the Acceler-
ating Independence Scholarship,
which covers 100 percent of tu-
ition and fees for individuals age
18-23 with GED or high school
degrees from any in-district, pub-
lic, parochial or home school.
This scholarship was developed
to help provide a pathway for this
age group to acquire the skills that

Auction.

ReSo

Viewers who use an indoor or outdoor antenna will need to rescan
their TVs in order to retain RSU Public TV channels 35.1 and 35.2.
Satellite service providers will rescan customer’s TVs remotely.

PUBLIC TELEVISION
For more information and to learn more, please visit

WWW.RSU. TV
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rea 11, 2019

RSU Public TV will upgrade its transmitter Feb. 11. The change is
required by the Federal Communications Commission’s Spectrum

currently align with the industry
needs of our region.

Increasing  student education-
al access and career success are
among Tulsa Tech’s top priorities.
To facilitate this, we have created
many shorter courses aligned with
overall career majors, and industry
certifications, provided to our stu-
dents in a more business friendly
way. Many of these part-time class-
es build upon larger career majors,
and ultimately offer students op-
tional pathways within a particular
career field.

Tulsa Tech believes in providing
students with resources for work-
based experience and placement,
resources which are critical for
making the transition from class-
room to workplace. Our strong
partnerships with business and in-
dustry in the region create unique
opportunities for student placement
and work-based experiences. Stu-
dents who successfully complete
training are referred to available
and appropriate employers in their
respective career fields. Career ad-
visement is also available for mid-
dle school, high school, and adult
students within the Tulsa metro
area.

If you are currently looking for an
opportunity to explore a challeng-
ing new career, quality customized
business and industry training,
or exciting evening and weekend
classes, Tulsa Tech invites you to
visit today to Make Your Own Path.
For more information, please call
918-828-5000 or visit us online at
tulsatech.edu.

WTulsatech

Over 90 Career Majors
No Tuition for H.S. Students

Broken Arrow Campus
4000 W. Florence St.

Lemley Memorial Campus
3420 S. Memorial Dr.

Owasso Campus
10800 N. 140 E. Ave.

CAREER PATH: Television production, health occupations and aero-
space programs are just a few of more than 90 full-time career majors
Tulsa Tech currently offers to nearly 6,000 high school and adult students.

NORTHERN
Oklahoma College

Creating life-changing experiences through a

quality and affordable education!
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Prepare for your future and learn the skills to achieve your goals. Apply online
at tulsatech.edu/apply or for more information, call (918) 828-5000.

State-of-the-Art Classes & Labs
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Peoria Campus
3850 N. Peoria Ave.
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801 E. 91st St.

Sand Springs Campus
924 E. Charles Page Blvd.
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Flreﬁghters-m—Tralnmg Graduate from Academy

Fifteen firefighters-in-training
(FFITs) graduated from the Tulsa
Regional Fire Academy ready to
step into a job with a local fire de-
partment. These 15 TCC students
are the first class to complete a
challenging concentrated semes-
ter of coursework which com-
bines classroom learning, hands-
on skills training, and physical
fitness.

The 14 men and one woman are
part of a blended program where
they earn college credit and com-
plete firefighter training at the
same time. The inaugural class is
a result of a partnership with the
Tulsa Fire Department and Tulsa
Community College.

“Our graduates will be walking
right into jobs with area fire de-
partments. We know that several
of our students from the inau-
gural class will be employed as
firefighters across the Tulsa area
by January,” said Regional Fire
Academy Director Chief Greta
Hurt of Tulsa Fire Department.
“The Tulsa Regional Fire Acad-
emy is an innovative model used
to produce skilled and certified
firefighters.”

The FFITs started the Tulsa Re-
gional Fire Academy in August
and held classes Monday through
Friday from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. The
training is done at the Tulsa Fire
Safety Training Center at TCC
Northeast Campus, operated
through a partnership between
TCC, TFD and the City of Tulsa.

“TCC is committed to produce
workforce ready graduates and
the Tulsa Fire Safety Training
Center, a state-of-the-art fire
training facility, is just one way
we have evolved our academic
program,” said TCC President
and CEO Leigh B. Goodson,
Ph.D. “The Fire and Emergency
Medical Services program is part
of TCC’s culture, dating back to
1970 when we opened, as one of
the original degree programs.”

The partnership allows students
to be eligible for federal student
loans since it provides college
credit as it prepares the student
to be a firefighter. Students in the
academy earn a 16-credit hour
Fire and Emergency Medical
Services Certificate, Advanced
Firefighter option from TCC. Stu-
dents can then apply those college

THE MOST REVOLUTIONARY

MUSIC EDUCATION SCHOOL

IN THE WORLD

4601 W KENOSHA ( JUST WEST OF 715T & GARNELT)

(918) 872-8886

SIGN UP FOR A FREE DEMO AT TULSABA.SCHOOLOFROCK.COM

HANDS-ON LEARNING: The Tulsa Regional Fire Academy, a partnership between the Tulsa Fire Depart-
ment and Tulsa Community College, recently graduated its inaugural class of certified firefighters. The acad-
emy, which combines classroom learning with hands-on skills training and physical fitness, allows students to
earn college credit while completing their firefighter training.

credit hours to a Fire and Emer-
gency Medical Services Associate
of Applied Science degree. After
successfully completing the acad-
emy, students will meet all of the
minimum certification require-
ments needed to be employed as a
firefighter in Oklahoma and many
other states.

The Tulsa Regional Fire Acade-
my is already recruiting for the fall
2019 class. Applicants must be at
least 18 years old and will be re-
sponsible for the cost of tuition and
fees. The application is available
online, can be picked up from the
Office of Engineering and Applied

Technology on the TCC Northeast
Campus, or requested by email
at tulsaregionalfireacademy@tul-
sacc.edu. Selected students must
submit the Fire Academy Applica-
tion, a doctor’s signed physical or
release, copy of Oklahoma driver
license and proof of insurance by
June 1 for consideration. For more
information call Chief Greta Hurt
at 918-596-1989.

About TCC

Tulsa Community College,
founded in 1970, celebrates near-
ly five decades as a critical piece
to northeast Oklahoma’s work-

force in training generations of
workers and providing higher
education. Serving more Okla-
homans than any other higher
education institution in the state,
TCC has four main campuses
and more than 23,000 students in
credit courses each year. As one
of 30 community college select-
ed for the inaugural Pathways
Project, a the national initiative
funded by the Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation, TCC is one
of the most comprehensive com-
munity colleges in the United
States. For more information on
TCC, visit www.tulsacc.edu.
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UNION SPORTS

Union Center Flips to the University of Arkansas

Ricky Stromberg Turns Down TU
1o Play for the Razorbacks

By MIKE MOGUIN
GTR Sports Writer

Ricky Stromberg was settled
on where he would play college
football. But, when the opportu-
nity arose to play in one of more
prominent conferences in the na-
tion, he couldn’t resist.

Just one day before signing
day, the Union senior center an-
nounced on Twitter that he would
be headed to Arkansas, a South-
eastern Conference school, in-
stead of Tulsa, whom he verbally
committed to back in the summer.

“I had a great relationship with
Tulsa. There is nothing about Tul-
sa that I didn’t like. It is just I al-
ways had a dream to play power
five conference football, whether
it be in the SEC, Big 12, it doesn’t
matter,” Stromberg said. “It’s
power conference football. I grew
up watching Arkansas and when
the opportunity came, I had to
take it. I’'m super excited.”

He, along with three of his
Redskin teammates signed let-
ters of intent to play college foot-
ball on Dec. 19 at a ceremony
at Union High School. The oth-
ers were defensive ends Darrias
Murdock (Tulsa) and Isaiah Mc-
Guire (Missouri), along with run-
ning back Darius Boone (Eastern
Michigan).

Stromberg was recently featured
in a story when and he and Mur-
dock verbally committed to TU in
the summer.
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He said the Arkansas offer came
the day before he announced his
decision on social media.

When asked what he will miss
the most at Union, he said it will
be “just the guys.”

“Just the brotherhood, the lock-
er room shenanigans before prac-
tice, joking around, waking up at
6 a.m. to go lift, hard practices
and conditioning in the summer,
that’s what I’ll miss,” Stromberg
said.

There will surely be a new round
of that in college.

Besides the desire to play in a
power five conference, Stromberg
said he was warmed by the hospi-
tality shown to him by the Razor-
back coaches.

“I love the coaching staff. All
I hear is good stuff about (head
coach) Chad Morris, (offen-
sive Line/run game coordinator)
Coach (Dustin) Fry and (tight
ends) Coach (Barry) Lunney
(Jr.),” he said. “Those are the
three coaches I know really well
and I like them personally. All I
hear is good things about them.
They made me feel welcomed
there.”

Morris, he said, is an up-front
and honest guy.

“He’s what 1 was looking for
in a coach,” Stromberg said. “I
loved how he gave me the oppor-
tunity to play for him. It’s a can’t
miss. I was waiting on it, he of-
fered and I took it right away. It
was a no-brainer.”
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Stromberg also has a brother
who attended the University of
Arkansas. He acknowledges that
the beauty of the campus and fa-
cilities in Fayetteville played a
roll in his decision.

“It’s SEC football and I think
it’s a perfect fit for me,” he said.

Does Stromberg know the popu-
lar “Pig Sooie” chant yet? Not yet,
he said. But, his parents are looking
forward to learning it, and so is he.

An interesting side note to
this new chapter is the fact that
Stromberg will be rooming with
Brady Latham, a fellow offensive
lineman who hails from arch-rival
Jenks. Both have always played
against each other through their
respective schools.

“I’ve known him though youth
football my whole life,” Strom-
berg said. “We finally got to meet
around my sophomore year. He
committed, I committed and now
we’re going to build a friendship.”

The Razorbacks did not have
a year to remember as they fin-
ished 2-10 with no conference
wins. However, Stromberg sees a
change coming soon.

“I think with a first-year coach
they had to adjust,” he said. “I
think it’s going to turn around
next year. I’m excited.”

Morris has had success in coach-
ing. Before coming to Arkansas,
he led SMU (2015-17) out of a
struggle into bowl contention by
his third season. He was offensive
coordinator during Clemson’s rise

Fortuna

\ 3

MIE MOGUIN for GTR Newspapers

WOO PIG SOOIE: Union senior Ricky Stromberg, who verbally com-
mitted to the University of Tulsa last summer, instead signed with the

University of Arkansas in December.

as an annual contender for the na-
tional championship (2011-14).
In 2010, he was Tulsa’s offensive
coordinator, helping the Gold-
en Hurricane to a 10-3 finish that
included a major upset of Notre
Dame. Before his season at TU, he
had coaching success at the high
school level in Texas.

The SEC is known for stout de-
fenses and Stromberg is eager for
the challenge.

“It will show how good you re-
ally are. If you aren’t up for the
challenge, you’ll get exposed,” he
said. “It’s SEC football. You know
how it goes. I love competition, so,
I’m excited about it.”
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Tulsa Defensive Coordinator Bill Young Retires
Coaching Career Spanned 50 Years : '

Courtesy DON TOMKALSKI
The University of Tulsa

A coaching career that has
spanned 50 years came to an end
as University of Tulsa defensive
coordinator Bill Young announced
his retirement. Young will be re-
placed by TU linebacker coach Jo-
seph Gillespie.

Young, 72, just completed his
fourth year with the Golden Hur-
ricane in his second coaching stint
at the university. He first coached
at Tulsa, under John Cooper from
1980-84, and returned on coach
Philip Montgomery’s staff as de-
fensive coordinator and line coach
in 2015. In all, Young spent nine
seasons coaching at Tulsa.

Young’s defense turned in a sol-
id 2018 season, ending the regular
season with the nation’s 7th best
pass defense, while allowing op-
ponents 120+ yards less in total
offense than a year earlier. He
helped coach Tulsa to two bowl
games, including the 2015 Camp-
ing World Independence Bowl and
the 2016 Miami Beach Bowl, cap-
ping a 10-3 season.

It’s a coaching career that has
also included stops as the defen-
sive coordinator at Arizona State,
Ohio State, Oklahoma, Southern
Cal, Kansas, Miami (Fla.) and his
alma mater Oklahoma State. He
coached in 22 bowl games, includ-
ing the Rose, Orange, Cotton and
Fiesta bowls.

“Coaching has been good to me,
a great experience,” said Young. “I
can’t imagine doing anything else

and having enjoyed it as much. |
started off as a high school coach,
then worked my way into college.
It’s been fantastic. I’ve had the op-
portunity to work with some unbe-
lievably good coaches and people.
I think a little bit of all of them
rubbed off on me, and hopefully
helped me become a better coach.”

Asked about what lies ahead in
retirement, Young quipped, “I'm
going to shut the alarm off, I know
that. I don’t know if I’'m ever go-
ing to use that again. But, it’s a
good question. I don’t really know,
but I’m going to enjoy it, I hope.”

Young will certainly enjoy more
time with his wife Lawanna. “I
have a lot of projects to do around
the house, but I’'m not going to do
them any time soon. I’1l take a lit-
tle time to just decompress,” add-
ed Young.

Before beginning his coaching
career, Young was a three-year
starter at defensive end/outside
linebacker at Oklahoma State
(1965-67), earning his degree in
Education in 1968. After coaching
six years on the prep level in Okla-
homa, Young returned to his alma
mater as a part-time coach at OSU
under Jim Stanley.

After one season at Iowa State,
Young joined Cooper’s staff as
Tulsa’s defensive tackles coach in
1980 before being elevated to de-
fensive coordinator in 1983. Young
moved with Cooper to Arizona
State (1985-87) and Ohio State
(1988-95). He joined the coaching
staff at Oklahoma for the 1996-97
seasons and was at Southern Cal

SUNDAY ::.
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for three years (1998-2000).

Young spent the 2001 season as
an NFL assistant, coaching the
defensive line for the Detroit Li-
ons. A year later, he returned to
the college ranks with the Kansas
Jayhawks, where he was the de-
fensive coordinator for eight years
(2002-07). Young then spent one
year at the University of Miami
(Fla.) before landing back at his
alma mater, Oklahoma State, in
2009, as the Cowboys’ defensive
coordinator for four seasons.

After that, Young had stops at
Wyoming (2013) and as head
coach at Yukon (Okla.) High
School in 2014 before returning to
Tulsa.

In discussing his years as a colle-
giate coach, Young cited a phrase
of John Cooper’s — “The moun-
tains don’t get any higher, but the
valleys get deeper. I think there’s
something to that,” said Young.

“I thought really strong about
retiring last year, but I decided to
coach another year,” said Young.
“I just got the feeling that it was
time. I’ve never wanted to be a
burden and always wanted to feel
that I was contributing, and if I got
to the point that I didn’t feel that
way I needed to get out.”

“It was a real blessing for me that
Coach Montgomery allowed me
the opportunity to come back here
to The University of Tulsa. Tulsa
was a favorite place for me from
my first stop here,” added Young.

“Bill has made great contribu-
tions to our football program not
only now, but under coach Cooper

EARLY DAYS: Bill Young coach-
ing at Tulsa in the 1980s on the
staff of John Cooper.

2018 SEASON: Bill Young coached
one of the best defensive teams in
the nation in 2018 on the staff of
Philip Montgomery.

in the early stages of his career.
More than anything Bill has done
so much for our profession and for
me personally. It was sure an ad-
vantage of having a guy that has
been in so many different situa-
tions and coached at every level
of football,” said Montgomery.
“He’s a guy that you can bounce
ideas off of and get opinions from.
I’ve never coached with anybody
more humble. It was never about
Bill. It was always about our team
and how he can help get our stu-
dent-athletes to a level that he
knew they could achieve.”

“In any profession, the longevity
of 50 years is incredible, but with
the peaks and valleys in sports, to
coach for 50 years is just an un-

believable achievement. To coach
that long and have the vision, pas-
sion and integrity that Bill had is
just remarkable,”

“Bill does it the right way on and
off the field. You’ll never find any-
body that will say a negative thing
towards coach Young. He has
great respect across the country.
He’s one of the most humble and
loyal people you’ll ever meet,”
added Montgomery.

Young was born in Hereford,
Texas, but spent most of his child-
hood in Oklahoma. He attended
Grant High School in Oklahoma
City.

A profile of new defensive coor-
dinator Joseph Gillespie will ap-
pear in the February GTR editions.
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Hockey Fan Preserves Oilers History

Tim Pannell a
True Historian

By GLENN HIBDON
GTR Sports Writer

There are Tulsa Oilers souvenirs every-
where, decorating Tim Pannell’s home in
Broken Arrow. Of course he has jerseys,
programs, photos and scrapbooks. Then his
collection is topped off with one of a kinds,
including the Sam Avery Trophy, inscribed
with the name of each season’s Oilers MVP
through the early 1980s.

As Tulsa celebrates its 90th anniversary
of professional hockey, Pannell has been
amassing memorabilia galore over half that
span.

“Back in 1971, my uncle Leon Pannell
was a season ticket holder. He asked me if
I wanted to go to a hockey game and I was
hooked,” said Tim, who was seven years
old. T liked the fights and the fast pace of
the whole thing, the skating and hitting. [
got my first Oilers puck, my first collect-
ible, that season and I started buying pro-
grams and saving them. We would go early
to the games to watch warmups and some-
one would give me a puck almost every
game.”

Now 54, Pannell frequently displays his
hockey treasures during Oilers games in the
BOK Center. That first season in the Con-
vention Center, Pannell fell in love with
hockey and he and his favorite team have
come a long way since, both on and off the
ice.

“I played hockey in the THL (Tulsa Hock-
ey League) when [ was 12,” said Pannell, a
refuge and recycling inspector for the City
of Tulsa. “When it would snow, we would
go out and play in the street. We used Pepsi
Oilers hockey sticks that were given away
to kids at games and the pucks I collected.
Some of them would go down the drain and
there was no getting them back. I lost a ton
of pucks.”

Pannell and his fellow Oilers fans have
seen their favorite franchise win many
times over its 90-year history, including six
league championships. It all started on Jan.
1, 1929, when the team played its first home
game, marking the opening of the Tulsa
Coliseum. The Oilers won their first title
that season in the American Hockey Asso-
ciation and again two seasons later.

The AHA became the United States
Hockey League in 1945-46 before disband-
ing in 1951. In 1964 the Central Hockey
League was formed and the Oilers won ti-
tles in 1968, 1976, 1984 and 1993. Tulsa
joined the ECHL in 2013-14 as Pannell’s
collection continued to grow.

“I got a signed Gordie Howe stick and the
Jolly Green Giants book that Hal O’Hallo-
ran put out after the 1976 championship,”
Pannell said. “I got the Sam Avery Trophy
when a guy was auctioning off Oilers stuff
in 1984. I’ve got a program from when
Tulsa played the Omaha Knights at the old
coliseum in 1945-46, Tony Martino’s goal-
ie pads, Dave Barr’s helmet from 1982-83
and Mike Berger’s stick.”
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DECADES OF MEMORABELIA: Tim Pannell’s Tulsa oilers hockey collection can be
viewed in of lobby of the BOK Center before and during most Tulsa Oilers hockey games.

Pannell said his favorites players are Jim
Wiley and Andy Champagne. Both play-
ers coached him in the THL and he played
with their sons. Pannell said he has four or
five scrapbooks from the 1940s and early
1970s, filled with articles from the Tulsa
World and Tulsa Tribune.

“I would like to have a jersey from the
1928-29 season, but I don’t know if there is
one out there,” Pannell said. “A guy on e-bay
has a wool letterman jacket from 1928-29
that he wants $12,500 for. He bought it from
some estate and it’s been out there (for sale)
four or five years. I would also like to have
a program from the first year. The Tulsa His-
torical Society may have one.”

While suitable collectibles have changed
over the seasons, so has the game itself.
Pannell still appreciates the “good old
days” when hockey was rough and teeth
were few.

“Players seemed bigger back then,” said
Pannell. “A guy who was 6-3 was big then
and now guys 6-7 or 6-8 are common. Back
then there was more fighting and now the
game has gotten faster with more finesse.
There used to be a lot of goons. Even in
1992-93 it (the CHL) was like a goon
league. I guess there are a few guys still
around who are like goons.”

Today Pannell mourns the lack of fight-
ing, but fondly recalls the routine of attend-
ing Oilers games. He would look forward
to getting home from school and doing his
chores so his parents would allow him to go
to the Convention Center.

“We would pop popcorn to take to every
game. We could take our own because it
was allowed back then,” Pannell said. “I
would get a puck and buy a program. I re-
member 10 cent beer night, 10 cent hot dog
night and playing Oklahoma City because
there were always fights. In the 70s our fans
threw beer over the glass on the Oklahoma
City players and they attacked the stands.”

Fun times, indeed. But there were other
more rewarding moments for Pannell and
Oilers fans.
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“When we won the championship in 1976
and 1993 I was excited,” said Pannell. “But
I was sick to my stomach when we lost
hockey in 1984. I was so disappointed. I
thought ‘what are we going to do? Is it ever
going to come back?

To fill the void until the Oilers did return
eight years later, Pannell and his friends
found a way to survive — and thrive.

“We kept a group of guys together all
those years,” he said. “ We went to Okla-
homa City and played pickup games. We
had nowhere to practice, but we still played
games in Oklahoma City and Arkansas. I
remember reading in the Tulsa Tribune (in
1992) that hockey was coming back and I
knew I was going to buy season tickets. The
game was more family friendly than the old
days.

“I remember being at the final game of
the 1993 playoffs in Oklahoma City when
we won the championship. I made my way

ICE OILERS HISTORIAN: Tim Pan-
nell displays part of his collection before
a recent Tulsa Oilers hockey game at the
BOK Center.

down to the locker room and (Mike) Berger
came out and took me in while the team cel-
ebrated. Tony Fiore signed his stick for me,
the one he used to score the winning goal.”

The Oilers come and the Oilers go, but
Pannell’s love of the team remains constant.
He will always have faith in its rebirth and
success. After all, he has the premiere Oil-
ers collection to prove it.
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TPSInducts 14atJanuary Hallof Fame Event

By TERRELL LESTER
Editor at Large

A class of 14 was enshrined in
the Tulsa Public Schools Athlet-
ics Hall of Fame in January at the
Marriott Southern Hills.

All nine TPS high schools were
represented, as has been the case
in each of the previous six induc-
tion ceremonies.

The honorees have left their
footprints in the TPS athletics
landscape either as a student-ath-
lete or as a coach-administrator.
Their names have become synon-
ymous with success in fields as
diverse as rodeo and golf, tennis
and track.

A father-son tandem is being
honored along with a coach who
taught thousands of Tulsans to
swim over more than a half-cen-
tury.

Hall of Fame honorees are se-
lected by a committee, chaired
by TPS Director of Athletics Gil
Cloud. Committee members in-
clude past Hall of Fame induct-
ees, retired coaches and adminis-
trators, and representatives of the
Tulsa media.

Plaques of all honorees are per-
manently displayed in the Ath-
letics Department Hall of Fame
gallery, Education Service Center,
3027 S. New Haven Ave.

The 2019 inductees (* denotes
posthumous honorees)

Ken Bays,* longtime TPS ad-
ministrator and one-time coach.
Principal at Memorial and assis-
tant superintendent in two admin-
istrations. Bays is a 1968 Memo-
rial grad who earned eight varsity
letters in three sports before be-
coming a three-year starter at the
Air Force Academy and an Air
Force pilot for eight years.

Janice Burba Gibson, 1979 Na-
than Hale grad who played on the
boys golf team, won a Big Eight

JOHN PHILIPS

JANICE BURBA GIBSON

TOMMY EVANS

Conference title at Oklahoma
State and competed for 13 years
on the LPGA Tour.

Dan Crookham,* 1967 East
Central grad who garnered 11
varsity letters in four sports and
coached football and wrestling and
was director of athletics at Will
Rogers and Thomas Edison. Or-
ganized Sooner Stampede football
trips to Europe, Australia, Russia.
Member of Oklahoma Coaches
Association Hall of Fame.

Tommy Evans,* 1949 Will
Rogers grad and two-time state
wrestling champion who became
two-time NCAA champ and
Olympic silver medalist (1952).
Coached University of Oklaho-
ma to two national titles. Served
in Air Force and Army as pilot.
Member of National Wrestling
Hall of Fame.

John Jackson, 1988 Booker T.
Washington grad was two-time
conference champion and re-
cord-holder in high jump and long
jump. Set University of Oklahoma
record in triple jump.

Bill Lantz,* most successful
coach in TPS history, winning 19
cross country and five track state
championships during 38-year ca-
reer at Central. Member of Okla-
homa Coaches Hall of Fame. Tul-
sa’s William C. “Bill” Lantz Park,
4902 E. Independence St., named
in his honor.

Ulysses S. Mitchell,* 1921
Booker T. Washington grad and all-
around athlete. Returned to Wash-
ington in 1931 as assistant coach.
Following service in World War II,
came back as football coach, bas-
ketball coach, director of athletics
until retirement in 1963. Member
of Oklahoma Coaches Association
Hall of Fame.

Larry Miller, head football
coach at Nathan Hale in 1960s, as-
sistant football coach and assistant
principal at Booker T. Washington
in 1960s and *70s. Launched Mill-
er Swim School in 1960.

John Phillips, 1965 McLain
grad who lettered in three sports
and spent 45 years as basketball
coach, notably at Thomas Edison

and McLain, and University of
Tulsa. Won state championship at
Broken Arrow. Member of Okla-
homa Coaches Association Hall of
Fame.

Gary Roberts, 1985 East Cen-
tral grad who became NCAA
wrestling All-American at Uni-
versity of New Mexico. Returned
to East Central to coach wrestling
and serve as athletics director, now
in his 25th year.

Terry Scott spent 30 years as
head coach in TPS, four at Book-
er T. Washington (cross country,
track) and 26 at Central (basket-
ball and director of athletics). Won
three state championships at Cen-
tral with career record of 456-208.

Jim Shoulders,* 1946 East Cen-
tral grad who became a rodeo leg-
end, often referred to as the Babe
Ruth of rodeo. He won 16 world
championships. Charter member
of the ProRodeo Hall of Champi-
ons and Oklahoma Hall of Fame
inductee.

Don Undernehr, 1965 Daniel
Webster grad who earned All-City

GARY ROBERTS

and All-State football honors be-
fore a 35-year career in education,
all with TPS. Coached football at
McLain and served as director of
athletics and assistant principal.
Principal at Webster for 10 years,
retired as TPS Director of Com-
munity Education.

Tulsa to Host Big 12 Wrestling Finals Through 2024

The Big 12 Conference and the
Tulsa Sports Commission an-
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nounced a partnership to host the
Big 12 Wrestling Championship
at Tulsa’s BOK Center through
2024.

Tulsa previously hosted the
tournament in 2017 and 2018,
and the Tulsa Sports Commis-

4 sion announced earlier this year
1 an extension of that partnership
| through 2020.

“Based on the experience

8 through the first two years of our

partnership with the Tulsa Sports
Commission for this to be the
preeminent collegiate wrestling
championship, continuing our

{ presence in this market speaks to

the dedication of all involved,”
commented Big 12 Associate
Commissioner Bob Burda. “Be-
ing able to build upon the foun-
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dation already established for the
next six years clearly puts a stake
in the ground for the Big 12 to
grow this championship in Tulsa
into the foreseeable future.”

The 2018 Championship set an
all-time tournament record with
more than 18,000 tickets sold.

The 2019 Championship will
be held March 9 and 10, while
the 2020 Championship will be
March 7 and 8.

“We have great pride in the
lasting relationship we’ve forged
with the Big 12 Conference over
the last five years,” said Vince
Trinidad, executive director of
the Tulsa Sports Commission.

“The Big 12 Wrestling Cham-
pionship adds a high level col-
legiate competition to Tulsa’s
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amateur wrestling résumé, and
the execution of a well-run event
makes this an amazing experi-
ence for the universities, stu-
dent-athletes, coaches and fans.”

The Big 12 Championship is
the largest neutral-site wrestling
conference championship in the
NCAA. Cultivating this rela-
tionship with the conference has
been a strategic priority of the
Tulsa Sports Commission for the
past five years.

“The Tulsa Sports Commission
has worked diligently to meet
our strategic goals to recruit, re-
tain, enhance and develop tour-
ism opportunities throughout
the Tulsa region,” said David

Jeter, chair of the Tulsa Region-
al Tourism executive board and
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senior vice president and region-
al manager of business banking
for BOK Financial. “Hosting the
Big 12 Wrestling Championship
through 2024 proves our strate-
gy is working, and we appreciate
the opportunity to be the chosen
destination for collegiate wres-
tling.”

Housed at the Tulsa Regional
Chamber, Tulsa Regional Tour-
ism is an umbrella organization
that administers VisitTulsa, the
city’s convention and visitors
bureau; the Tulsa Office of Film,
Music, Arts & Culture, an ac-
credited film commission; and
the Tulsa Sports Commission,
which markets Tulsa as a des-
tination for amateur sporting
events.
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By MIKE MOGUIN
GTR Sports Writer

Holland Hall’s Gabby Gregory Slgns with Sooners
.

Playing basketball at OU has
been a life-long dream for Gabby
Gregory.

It came true on Nov. 14 when she
signed at a ceremony before fam-
ily, friends, coaches and adminis-
trators at Holland Hall, where she
currently stars on the court.

“It’s a dream of mine ever since |
was little to play at Oklahoma. It’s
really surreal to be able to do it,”
Gregory said.

There were other schools in the
running for Gregory’s talents. Ar-
kansas, Colorado, Kansas State
and Missouri were among them.
But Oklahoma was destined to
win out.

“Yeah. I’ve been an OU fan my
whole life. I’ve been going to foot-
ball games since I was really little.
I was even a ball girl for one of the
women’s basketball games,” she
said.

Gregory believes that time may
have been when she in the second
grade.

“I’ve always wanted play at OU
and play for Sherri Coale,” she
said. “So, to be out there, it was
like being a little kid, like, that’s
your dream, playing for Oklaho-
ma.”

Nowadays, Gregory makes
things happen for Holland Hall.
She has helped her team to state
the past two seasons while leading
in points scored.

She sees basketball as a place of
escape.

“If 'm having a bad day, I go
shoot with my dad or if I’'m play-
ing in a game, or if | go to practice,
I’'m not thinking about the home-
work I’ve done or the problems

MIKE MOGUIN for GTR Newspapers
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HEADED TO OU: Gabby Gregory of Holland Hall signed to play basketball with the Sooners on Nov. 14.

Courtesy OU Athletic Dept.

just very freeing and you get to be
yourself.

“The thing that sets me apart
from other people is my versatil-
ity,” she added. “I’m not the big-
gest, the strongest, nor the fastest,
but I’m able to go outside and in-
side and I think that really creates
problems when people are trying
to match up with me one-on-one,
and I think that will be the one
thing that will set me apart when [
go to college.”

Gregory spoke with a lot of
coaches while going through the
recruiting process. She was im-
pressed with the personality of the
Sooners’ coach.

“You meet a lot of coaches who
are very cool and very down to

probably the most, like intellec-
tual, and just really understand-
ing person that I’ve talked to,”
Gregory said. “I can talk on the
phone with her for an hour and I
wouldn’t even notice, but some
coaches I’ve talked to, I would be
on the phone for 10 minutes and
I’m just waiting for them to be
like, ‘okay, I have to go.” But, with
Coach Coale, you don’t even no-
tice because she is so easy to talk
to. She is just so intelligent about
every aspect of the game and
life. I’'m super excited to just get
to know her and play for her and
then the impact that she’ll have on
me for the rest of my life.”
Gregory has already immersed
herself as part of the Sooner clan.

times and I’ve met all the girls,”
she said. “They’re super sweet.
Everyone seems to be like really
close and like a family and that’s
the most important thing to me
about going to play somewhere. I
want to feel like I’'m part of a fam-
ily and that’s how it feels.”

OU is young this year with two
seniors, no juniors and several
freshmen and sophomores play-
ing. That means there will be no
seniors when Gregory arrives next
year. But, she is confident she and
other incoming freshmen next
year can make an impact.

And, of course, a national cham-
pionship will be the aim.

“That’s everyone’s goal,” Greg-
ory said. “They make the NCAA

obviously another goal. It’s a big
deal just to make the tournament.
I hope we can make it back to the
Final Four.”

In the meantime, Gregory hopes
to lead Holland Hall to another
trip to state. She scored 31 points
in her team’s 59-50 win against
Cascia Hall on Dec. 21. Going
into Christmas, the Lady Dutch
were 4-2 and ranked 11th in the
state.

“We got bumped up to (Class)
4A, so, it’ll be a very tough con-
ference once again,” Gregory said.
“3A was really hard. 4A is very
hard as well. Just to make it back
to the state tournament is obvious-
ly our goal. It won’t be easy, but I
think we can do it. We look really

in my life,” Gregory said. “It’s earth. But, I think Coach Coale is “I’ve been down there several Tournament every year, so that’s good so far.”

LENGTHENS.
THICKENS.
CONDITIONS.
CURLS.
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Barnes

#1 Tag Agency in Tulsa
Agent Katherine Barnes

RPRETTY WICKED

Wicked Lash Mascara

produces wickedly great
results with its oversized brush
and Arch Fiber Technology!

RIS

m E R LMEE |n|95m H nw %:D Redeem this ad for Celebra ting
% ga a : ’4 Suse” 21% off the purchase

of two or more cosmetic items

MERLE NORMA Q (All sales final.) Offer expires:October 26, 2013

COSMETIC $TUDIO

anniversary

Voted by readers Gm
and online visitors of Media Group

[ ] [ ]
Services We Provide:
* Tags & Titles
* Driver’s License or [.D.s
* Pike Pass
* Email- BarnesTag@AOL.com
* Fingerprinting

0

CLEANING SYSTEMS * Voter Registrations

* Notary

* Passport Photos

* Photos for Concealed Carry
* On Site Serial Inspections

9
;M ?DW,
S.E. Corner of 91st & Sheridan

M-F8am.-5p.m.
Sat. 8 a.m. -1 p.m.

918-492-4990

TAX REFUND

The commercial cleaning business is in
2.HIGH DEMAND and can give you the chance
to be your OWN BOSS! Let us show you how!

#1 Jamtorlal Franchise according to FranchiseRankings.com!

GTR Newspapers: Oklahoma’s Largest Monthly News Group


http://www.merlenorman.com/
http://www.anagotulsa.com
http://www.oktagagent.com/barnes/
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=—————————THE ECONOMY ———
Greenheck Group Celebrates Progress

In Tulsa with uge Investment, 600 Jobs

Greenheck Group, a Wiscon-
sin-based manufacturer of air
movement, control and condition-
ing equipment, recently celebrated
the completion of phase one at its
Tulsa campus, a $100 million cap-
ital investment that will employ
600 people.

This first phase includes more
than 200,000 square feet of opera-
tional space and 20,000 square feet
of office space. These facilities
will support operations and dis-
tribution for Greenheck Group’s
Accurex brand of commercial
kitchen ventilation systems and its
Dedicated Outdoor Air Systems
business unit.

“Tulsa has been an ideal partner
for expanding our operations,” said
Jim Mclntyre, CEO of Greenheck
Group. “We are ready to hit the
ground running in 2019 with more
in store. Tulsa’s talented workforce
is ideal for our investment plans.
Our partnership with the Tulsa Re-
gional Chamber, Cherokee Nation,
the Governor’s Office and the City
of Tulsa has been vital to this ex-
pansion’s success. Since we start-
ed in 1947, the Greenheck Group
has focused on continuous growth
and innovation. These core values
helped us climb to where we are
today and will continue to aid our
steps into the future.”

With the completion of phase
one, Greenheck leadership also
revealed renderings and details
about the second phase of con-
struction, which will include over
160,000 square feet of manufac-

ich Keel
13330 S Memorial Ste 2
Bixby, OK 74008
918-369-2500

RIBBON CUTTING: Greenheck personnel and Tulsa political and busi-
ness leaders participated in the ribbon cutting to celebrate the completion of
the 8100 million capital investment of phase one. Helping to cut the ribbon
is Greenheck's Jim McIntyre with a smile from Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin.
Fifth from right is Tulsa Mayor G.T. Bynum and to his left are Tulsa Region-
al Chamber President and CEO Mike Neal, 2018 Tulsa Regional Cham-
ber Chair Steve Bradshaw and Cherokee Nation Secretary of State Chuck

Hoskin Jr: At the right is President of Pelco Structural Phil Albert

GTR Newspapers photos

ECONOMIC LEADERS: Greenheck executives visited with Tulsa
Regional Chamber President and CEO Mike Neal before the ribbon
cutting at Greenheck's Tulsa Facility. From left are Greenheck Pres-
ident and CEO Jim MclIntyre, Neal, and President of Greenheck Fan

Operations Dave Kallstrom.

turing space for dampers and pow-
er roof ventilators. The campus
will support more than 600 jobs
once phase two opens for produc-
tion in early 2020.

“The Greenheck Group is a ter-
rific corporate citizen that has
created hundreds of high-quality
jobs for Oklahomans,” Gov. Mary
Fallin said. “The state of Oklaho-
ma welcomes Greenheck Group
to our growing corporate commu-
nity. The company’s ongoing in-
vestment in this campus is a great
achievement and demonstrates the
strength and potential of the Okla-
homa economy. This is just anoth-
er indication that our commitment
to pro-business policies is retain-
ing and attracting a wide variety of

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

When it comes to your to-do
list, put your future first.

Matt McGuire
20 N Park St
Sapulpa, OK 74066

918-227-1292

Leland Nissley
8116 S. Harvard Ave.,
Tulsa, OK 74137

918-481-3401

Lance Lively
348 E. 2nd St.,
Sand Springs, OK 74063

918-245-3796

CraigDietert
6528-G E. 101st St. S
Tulsa, OK 74133

918-298-2439

Randy Bluhm
418 E. 5th
Bartlesville, OK 74003

918-337-2712

To find out how to get your financial
goals on track, contact your Edward
Jones financial advisor today.

Liz Gore
12133 S. Yukon Ave.
Glenpool, Ok 74033

918-518-5853

www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

CALL 918-254-1515 FOR ADVER

jobs and businesses to our state.”

Greenheck Group employs more
than 3,700 people worldwide,
with manufacturing and assembly
facilities in Wisconsin, Kentucky,
California, Tennessee, Minnesota,
North Carolina, Mexico and India.

“Greenheck Group is known for
their commitment to being an em-
ployer of choice, and we are in-
credibly proud that an exemplary
company with a global presence is
choosing to locate in our commu-
nity,” Tulsa Mayor G.T. Bynum
said. “The City of Tulsa worked
diligently with Greenheck leader-
ship to ensure this project’s timely
completion, and we look forward
to a continued partnership in the
years to come.”

Bill Gordon
4252 S. Peoria Ave.,
Tulsa, OK 74105

918-712-9717

«
Tanya Butler
2478 W. New Orleans St.
Broken Arrow, OK 74011

918-259-9066

Dew ayne Willis
2123 S Atlanta P1 Ste 201
Tulsa, OK 74114

918-745-0260

Tammy Moore
7147 S. Yale Ave.,
Tulsa, OK 74136

918-488-8999

David Fleske
12338 E. 86th St. N
Owasso, OK 74055

918-272-7301

“We’re proud to have collabo-
rated with so many outstanding
Tulsa’s Future partners, includ-
ing the city of Tulsa and the Tul-
sa Regional Chamber, to bring
Greenheck to northeast Oklahoma
and the Cherokee Nation,” said
Cherokee Nation Principal Chief
Bill John Baker. “Greenheck is a
worldwide company that could
have chosen many other cities
for this expansion. We’re pleased
our commitment to strong part-
nerships and collaboration set us
apart, and we’re excited to remain
involved as we assist Greenheck
in recruiting the skilled workforce
they need to fill these jobs.”

“Projects of this size and magni-
tude require cooperation between

multiple public and private enti-
ties,” said Tulsa Regional Cham-
ber President and CEO Mike Neal.
“Tulsa’s Future, the Chamber-led
regional economic development
partnership for northeast Oklaho-
ma, facilitates this collaboration.
We commend all the partners in-
volved in this project, with special
gratitude for the City of Tulsa’s
timely infrastructure improve-
ments. Since breaking ground last
year, Greenheck has completed
or started construction on nearly
360,000 square feet of manufac-
turing production and announced
the creation of more than 600 jobs.
We at the Tulsa Regional Cham-
ber are thrilled to be partners in
Greenheck’s prosperity.”

brobably the best
merce in the United

INCE 1984

ING INFORMATION
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Tulsa’s Future Surpasses $1.1 B

o

Tulsa’s Future, a regional eco-
nomic development partnership
of public and private investors led
by the Tulsa Regional Chamber,
has surpassed its goal to generate
$1.1 billion of new capital invest-
ment in northeast Oklahoma be-
tween 2016 and 2020. Currently,
more than $1.107 billion in capi-
tal investment projects are under-
way in the region.

“When we devised our five-year
goals, we certainly considered
$1.1 billion in capital investment
an ambitious mark to hit,” said
Brien Thorstenberg, senior vice
president of economic develop-
ment for the Chamber. “Our part-
ners throughout the region, which
include municipalities, counties,
tribes, educational institutions
and workforce development or-
ganizations, have really embraced
the collaborative foundation of
Tulsa’s Future. Their efforts and
commitment to regional prosper-
ity have exceeded our expecta-
tions and allowed for this incred-
ible amount of capital investment
in such a short period of time”

Major economic development
projects that were announced in
2018 include Sofidel Group’s
$360 million facility in Inola,
which added 300 jobs; Amazon’s
$130 million fulfillment center
near the Tulsa International Air-
port, which created 1,500 jobs;
Whirlpool’s $55 million expan-
sion, which added 150 jobs; Spir-
it AeroSystems’ planned $80 mil-

lion expansion, which will create
250 new jobs; and phase two of
Greenheck Group’s $100 million

Tulsa manufacturing campus,
which added more than 600 new
jobs.

Through Tulsa’s Future, the
Chamber provided direct support
in 2018 for the creation of 5,089
total new jobs, which includes
2,045 new positions with a sala-
ry greater than $50,000 and 3,044
new jobs with a salary under
$50,000.

“We only track direct, prima-
ry jobs at companies in our re-
gion with which we have active-
ly worked,” Thorstenberg said.
“The Tulsa’s Future partnership
focuses on supporting new prima-
ry jobs, which in turn create other
jobs in our economy. Every engi-
neer or manufacturing employee
we help bring to Tulsa then sup-
ports more secondary jobs, such
as cashiers, restaurant workers
and others that thrive on a grow-
ing economy.”

Now in its third phase, Tulsa’s
Future has supported the creation
of 66,640 new jobs in the Tulsa
region since its inception in 2005.
Since its third phase began in
2016, the Chamber has supported
the creation of 13,773 new jobs.

“We had a tremendous, re-
cord-breaking year with more
than $823 million in capital in-
vestment announced,” Thorsten-
berg said. “Sofidel’s announce-
ment in Inola earlier this year got

L/

BRIEN THORSTENBERG

KIAN KAMAS

il_lion Goal

CHIEF BILL JOHN BAKER

us off to a terrific start. We’ve had
the opportunity to work on signif-
icant projects all year, and my en-
tire economic development team
is really proud to be a part of it.
Our entire region should be ex-
cited about the economic growth
and stability that comes with new
investment and job creation.”
Tulsa Regional Chamber Pres-
ident and CEO Mike Neal ap-
plauded the record-breaking year
and the extraordinary collabora-
tion that made it possible, particu-
larly from the governor’s office.

“Gov. Mary Fallin played an
exceptionally active role during
her years in office to recruit new
companies and help retain and ex-
pand existing regional employers,
and that was certainly the case in
2018,” said Neal. “We also praise
Oklahoma Secretary of Com-
merce and Tourism Deby Snod-
grass and her entire team who
work every single project along
with Chamber staff and our re-
gional partners.”

“Tulsa Mayor G.T. Bynum and
Kian Kamas, chief of economic

development for the City of Tul-
sa, are to be commended for their
active engagement with many
projects,” added Neal. “We also
thank Cherokee Nation Principal
Chief Bill John Baker and our
other tribal and regional partners
who represented northeast Okla-
homa so well. Finally, I particu-
larly applaud Brien Thorstenberg,
Chamber Vice President of Eco-
nomic Development Bill Murphy
and our entire economic develop-
ment team for their fabulous col-
laborative efforts.”

Oklahoma’s Water and Energy Resources are Vital

NATIONAL
ENERGY
TALK

I attended the “Oklahoma Shale
Manage-

Cost-Effective Water

ment Con-
ress” Dec.
12-13, 2018,
with the main
focus on the
Scoop and
Stack Plays
of Oklahoma.
The confer-

ence has been
designed to
bring together
regional oper-
ators and ser-
vice providers
from across the
nation to share
their ~ knowl-
edge and ex-
periences  on
proven and ef-
fective ways to

MARK A. STANSBERRY

water solutions; strategies for
driving capex, opex and design
costs to effective levels; water re-
cycling and reuse; cost-effective-
ness of handling disposal; plan-
ning, designing, and installing
water management systems; and
water sourcing
and availability.

Among the
presenters
scheduled to
speak at the
conference were
Gage Hermann,
EVP and CCO
of Lagoon Water
Solutions; Mike
Moore, Hydrol-
ogist, Oklaho-
ma Corporation
Commission;
David  Grego-
ry, technical
services  engi-
neer, Flexsteel
Pipeline  Tech-
nologies; Shellie
Chard-McClary,
division di-

optimize water

management

strategies.
Topics at the conference were

rector, Water
Quality Management, Oklahoma
Department of Environmental

Quality; Michael Frow, petro-
leum engineer, Argentum Energy;
and Mark Patton, president of Hy-
drozonix LLC.

Findings from the conference:

The shale revolution has po-
sitioned the U.S. as the world’s
leader in oil and gas. With that
growth, it has made the oil and gas
industry a major consumer of wa-
ter. The industry’s water usage is
low on a national level compared
to many other industries. Howev-
er, the water availability and locat-
ing the sources of water can be a
major challenge to the oil and gas
industry. As water volumes have
increased to rise regarding fracs,
not a lot of produced water reuse
is taking place. There are the chal-
lenges of induced seismicity and
disposal, and commercial water
infrastructure.

Patton noted that reusing pro-
duced water in completions can
reduce costs greatly. As he stat-
ed in the December issue of The
American Oil and Gas Reporter,
“We have seen operators com-
plete wells using 100 percent
produced water, but blends with
30-50 percent produced water

and 50-70 percent freshwater are
more common. More aggressive
blends increase chloride levels
which can cause incompatibility
with traditional friction reducers,
forcing the operator to use higher
concentrations or switch to caton-
ic friction reducers, which cost
more. Operators need not wor-
ry that produced water fracs will
be less effective than freshwater.
Numerous studies show that even
at 100 percent, produced water
is as effective as freshwater and
may even slightly improve pro-
duction.”

Oklahoma’s water and energy
development and infrastructure
are vital. As has been the theme
of the International Energy Policy
Conference which I founded in
1992, we must “strive for ener-
gy efficiency and environmental
preservation,” even more import-
ant today.

National Energy Talk (NET)-
National Energy Talk, an energy
advocate initiative, was launched
July 31, 2017 in Elk City, Okla-
homa. Meetings have been held
in Tulsa, Edmond and Oklahoma
City along with presentations in
Houston, Denver and other cit-

ies. In 2019, NET will continue
its efforts as a platform engaging
a national energy dialogue. Go to
Facebook: National Energy Talk
to support/learn more about NET.

Mark A. Stansberry is chair-
man of The GTD Group, an
award-winning author and Ener-
gy Advocate.

Want to
Purchase
Mineral &

Other

Oil/Gas

Interests.

Send details to:
P.O. Box 13557
Denver, CO 80201

Tulsa's BLUES and INFORMATION Source

Tune into RadiolDL.com to find the best Blues around the globe.

Streaming Live Internet Radio Music 21/7

LISTEN TO OUR PODCASTS ON ITUNES OR @ RADIOIDL.COM/FEED/PODCAST

GTR Newspapers: Oklahoma’s Largest Monthly News Group


http://radioidl.com
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GTR CLASSIFIEDS

To place a GTR classified ad, please email advertising@gtrnews.com, or call 918-254-1515
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AuUTO DONATIONS

EbpucaTtioN

HEALTH

MISCELLANEOUS

MISCELLANEOUS

DONATE YOUR CAR — FAST FREE TOW-
ING, 24 hr Response — Tax Deduction, UNIT-
ED BREAST CANCER FOUNDATION, Your
donation can help save a life! 877-654-3662

DONATE YOUR CAR - FAST FREE TOW-
ING 24hr Response - Tax Deduction - Help
Save Lives! UNITED BREAST CANCER
FOUNDATION 866-616-6266

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and
Support our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up.
100% tax deductible. Call 1-800-245-0398

AuUTOS WANTED

A-1 DONATE YOUR CAR FOR BREAST
CANCER! Help United Breast Foundation ed-
ucation, prevention, & support programs. FAST
FREE PICKUP - 24 HR RESPONSE - TAX
DEDUCTION 855-893-0604

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All Makes/
Models 2002-2018! Any Condition. Running or
Not. Top $$$ Paid! Free Towing! We’re Nation-
wide! Call Now: 1-888-985-1806

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! 2002 and New-
er! Any Condition. Running or Not. Competi-
tive Offer! Free Towing! We’re Nationwide!
Call Now: 1-888-416-2330.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

Earn Up to $5k Per Month? Work From Home.
No Experience Necessary. Start Now! earndol-
larsonlinedaily.com Call 1-877-866-6399

EbpucaTtioN

MEDICAL BILLING & CODING TRAIN-
ING! Train at home to process Medical Bill-
ing & Insurance! CTI can get you job ready!
1-833-7664511 AskCTLcom HS Diploma/
GED required

Miller
Swim
School
NOW Hiring Part Time:

e Swim Instructors

e Customer Service
Representatives

e Lifeguards
For both Tulsa and
Jenks locations
Call
918-254-1988
to apply

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING - Get
FAA Technician certification. Approved for
military benefits. Financial Aid if qualified.
Job placement assistance. Call Aviation Insti-
tute of Maintenance 866-453-6204

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get FAA approved
hands on Aviation training. Financial Aid for
qualified students - Career placement assis-
tance. CALL Aviation Institute of Maintenance
888-686-1704

HEALTHCARE CAREER TRAINING ON-
LINE. Start a New Career in Medical Billing
& Coding. Medical Administrative Assistant.
To learn more, call Ultimate Medical Academy.
855-629-5104

PHARMACY TECHNICIAN - ONLINE
TRAINING AVAILABLE! Take the first step
into a new career! Call now: 833-221-0660

FINANCIAL

Do you owe more than $5000 in Tax Debt?
Call Wells & Associates INC. We solve Tax
Problems! Personal or Business! IRS, State and
Local. 30 years in Business! Call NOW for a
free consultation at an office near you. 1-877-
746-4933

IRS TAX DEBTS?$10k+? Tired of the calls?
We can Help! $500 free consultation! We can
STOP the garnishments! FREE Consultation
Call Today 1-855-823-4189

Over $10K in Debt? Be debt free in 24 to 48
months. No upfront fees to enroll. A+ BBB
rated. Call National Debt Relief 866-243-0510

Reverse Mortgage: Homeowners age 62+ turn
your home equity into tax-free cash! Speak
with an expert today and receive a free book-
let. Call 1-866-880-2444

HEALTH

NEW Testosterone Gel - No Prescription Nec-
essary. Restore Youthful Energy, Strength and
Libido! Order online for FREE Shipping. www.
androgenesis.net

Recently diagnosed with LUNG CANCER and
60+ years old? Call now! You and your fami-
ly may be entitled to a SIGNIFICANT CASH
AWARD. Call 877-648-6308 today. Free Con-
sultation. No Risk.

Suffering from an ADDICTION to Alcohol, Opi-
ates, Prescription PainKillers or other DRUGS?
There is hope! Call Today to speak with someone
who cares. Call NOW 1-855-866-0913

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 100 Generic
Pills SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%
guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-5928
Hablamos Espanol

SSSSVIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for $99. 100
pills for $150 FREE shipping. NO prescriptions
needed. Money back guaranteed! 1-800-943-
1302

$$$SVIAGRA & CIALIS! 105 pills for $99.
100 percent guarantee. and guaranteed delivery
in two weeks and money back guarantee. NO
prescriptions needed. Money back guaranteed!
1-800-767-1864

12 days from 51,849 *1,599"
Departs June - September, 2019

« IWE R
vacations

Grand Alaskan cruise & Tour

Enjoy a spectacular cryise & tour between Seattle and Alaska including 7
nights aboard Holland America Line’s ms Westerdam and 4 nights on land.
You'll cruise the Gulf of Alaska and the Inside Passage—a breathtaking
sea lane teeming with marine wildlife, where you'll pass glaciers, towering
mountains, and lush forests, with stops in Ketchikan, historic Skagway and
magpnificent Glacier Bay. On land, you'll go deep into Denali National Park,
tour Anchorage, and see the Alaska Wildlife Conservation Center.

1-888-550-9353

*Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus 299 taxes & fees. Cruise pricing based on lowest cabin category after savings; upgrades available. Single supplement and
seasonal surcharges may apply. Add-on airfare available. Onboard Credit requires purchase of Ocean View or Balcony Cabin. For full Set Sail terms and conditions ask your Travel
Consultant. Offers apply to new bookings only, made by 2/28/19. Other terms and conditions may apply. Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

Promo code N7017

Get FAA approved maintenance training at campuses
coast to coast. Job placement assistance.
Financial Aid for qualifying students. Military friendly.

Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance

800-481-7894

AIRLINE
CAREERS

Suffering from an ADDICTION to Alcohol,
Opiates, Prescription PainKillers or other
DRUGS? There is hope! Call Today to speak
with someone who cares. Call NOW 1-855-
399-8803

HeLr WANTED

25 TRUCK DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED!
Earn $1000 per week! Paid CDL Training!
Stevens Transport covers all costs! 1-877-209-
1309 drive4stevens.com

Misc. For SALE

KILL BED BUGS! Harris Bed Bug Killers/
KIT. Available: Hardware Stores, The Home
Depot, homedepot.com

KILL ROACHES-GUARANTEED! Harris
Roach Tablets, Sprays, Traps, Concentrate.
Available: Hardware Stores, Home Depot, ho-
medepot.com

MISCELLANEOUS

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, ONE
DAY updates! We specialize in safe bathing.
Grab bars, no slip flooring & seated showers.
Call for a free in-home consultation: 888-912-
4745

Stay in your home longer with an American
Standard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up to
$1,500 off, including a free toilet, and a lifetime
warranty on the tub and installation! Call us at
1-855-534-6198

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY USERS!
Inogen One G4 is capable of full 24/7 oxygen
delivery. Only 2.8 pounds. FREE information
kit. Call 877-929-9587

DENTAL INSURANCE. Call Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company for details. NOT
just a discount plan, REAL coverage for 350
procedures.888-623-3036 or http:/www.den-
tal50plus.com/58 Ad# 6118

NEW Testosterone Gel - No Prescription Nec-
essary. Restore Youthful Energy, Strength and
Libido! Order online for FREE Shipping. www.
androgenesis.net

OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. No tanks to
refill. No deliveries. The All-New Inogen One
G4 is only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! FREE
info kit: 844-558-7482

**STOP STRUGGLING ON THE STAIRS**
Give your life a lift with an ACORN STAIR-
LIFT! Call now for $250 OFF your stairlift
purchase and FREE DVD & brochure! 1-855-
388-6710

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest se-
nior living referral service. Contact our trust-
ed, local experts today! Our service is FREE/
no obligation. CALL 1-844-722-7993

A PLACE FOR MOM has helped over a mil-
lion families find senior living. Our trusted,
local advisors help find solutions to your
unique needs at no cost to you. Call 855-741-
7459

AT&T High Speed Internet Starting at $40/
month. Up to 45 Mbps! Over 99% Reliability!
Bundle AT&T Digital TV or Phone Services &
Internet Price Starts at $30/month. Call 1-833-
707-0984

Become a Published Author. We want
to Read Your Book! Dorrance Publish-
ing-Trusted by Authors Since 1920 Book
manuscript submissions currently being
reviewed. Comprehensive Services: Con-
sultation, Production, Promotion and Dis-
tribution Call for Your Free Author’s Guide
1-877-626-2213

BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR! We
edit, print and distribute your work interna-
tionally. We do the work... You reap the Re-
wards! Call for a FREE Author’s Submission
Kit: 866-951-7214

Call Empire Today to schedule a FREE in-home
estimate on Carpeting & Flooring. Call Today!
1-800-508-2824

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any Condition Ve-
hicle, 2002 and Newer. Nationwide Free Pick
Up! Call Now: 1-800-864-5960.

Cross Country Moving, Long distance Moving
Company, out of state move $799 Long Dis-
tance Movers. Get Free quote on your Long
distance move 1-800-511-2181

Craftmatic Adjustable Beds for less! Up to 50%
Off Leading Competitors. #1 Rated Adjustable
Bed. Trusted Over 40 Years. All Mattress Types
Available. Shop by Phone and SAVE! CALL
1-866-425-2975

DIRECTV CHOICE All-Included Package.
Over 185 Channels! ONLY $45/month (for24
mos.) Call Now- Get NFL Sunday Ticket
FREE! CALL 1-855-781-1565 Ask Us How To
Bundle & Save!

DIRECTV SELECT PACKAGE! Over 150
Channels, ONLY $35/month (for 12 mos.) Order
Now! Get a $100 AT&T Visa Rewards Gift Card
(some restrictions apply) CALL 1- 855-781-1565

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels $14.95
High Speed Internet. Free Installation, Smart
HD DVR Included, Free Voice Remote. Some
restrictions apply. Call 1-855-837-9146

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95
High Speed Internet. Free Installation, Smart
HD DVR Included, Free Voice Remote. Some
restrictions apply 1-800-718-1593

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As Low As
$14.95/month (for the first 3 months.) Reliable
High Speed Fiber Optic Technology. Stream
Videos, Music and More! Call Earthlink Today
1-855-520-7938

ENJOY 100% guaranteed, delivered to-the-door
Omaha Steaks! Makes a great Holiday gift!
SAVE 75% PLUS get 4 FREE Burgers! Order
The Family Gourmet Feast -ONLY $49.99. Call
1-855-349-0656 mention code 55586TJC or
visit www.omahasteaks.com/lovel3

FDA Registered, 100% Digital hearing aids as
low as $199 each. American Made Technology.
Call 800-426-4212 use promo 88272 for a risk-
free trial! FREE SHIPPING!

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 100 Pills
$99.00 FREE Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7
CALL NOW! 888-889-5515

HEAR AGAIN! Try our hearing aid for just $75
down and $50 per month! Call 800-426-4212
and mention 88272 for a risk free trial! FREE
SHIPPING!

HughesNet Satellite Internet - 25mbps starting
at $49.99/mo! FAST download speeds. WiFi
built in! FREE Standard Installation for lease
customers! Limited Time, Call 1-800-610-4790

INVENTORS - FREE INFORMATION
PACKAGE Have your product idea developed
affordably by the Research & Development
pros and presented to manufacturers. Call
1-888-501-0236 for a Free Idea Starter Guide.
Submit your idea for a free consultation.

Living Expenses, housing, medical, and contin-
ued support afterwards. Chose Adoptive Family
of your choice. Call 24/7 1-866-957-3580

LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?
Medicare recipients that suffer with pain may
qualify for a low or no cost knee or back brace.
Call 844-308-4307

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+? You And Your
Family May Be Entitled To Significant Cash
Award. Call 866-428-1639 for Information. No
Risk. No Money Out Of Pocket.

Lung Cancer? Asbestos exposure in industrial,
construction, manufacturing jobs, or military
may be the cause. Family in the home were also
exposed. Call 1-866-795-3684 or email cancer@
breakinginjurynews.com. $30 billion is set aside
for asbestos victims with cancer. Valuable settle-
ment monies may not require filing a lawsuit.

Make a Connection. Real People, Flirty Chat.
Meet singles right now! Call LiveLinks. Try it
FREE. Call NOW: 1-888-909-9905 18+.

Make a Connection. Real People, Flirty Chat.
Meet singles right now! Call LiveLinks. Try it
FREE. Call NOW: Call 1-877-737-9447 18+

MEDICAL BILLING & CODING TRAIN-
ING! Train at home to process Medical bill-
ing & Insurance! CTI can get you job ready!
1-833-766-4511 AskCTIL.com HS Diploma/
GED needed

Medical Guardian - 24/7 Medical Alert Mon-
itoring. FREE Equipment, Activation & Ship-
ping. NO Long-Term Contract. 30-Day Money
Back Guarantee! Two FREE Months w/Annual
Subscription (Use Code JULY4). CALL for
FREE Brochure 1-855-666-3269

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! Page Publish-
ing will help you self-publish your own book.
FREE author submission kit! Limited offer!
Why wait? Call now: 866-951-7214

CALL 918-254-1515 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION

SSOLD GUITARS & AMPS WANT-
ED$$ GIBSON*FENDER*MARTIN. ALL
BRANDS. TOP DOLLAR PAID. CALL TOLL
FREE 1-866-433-8277

Over $10K in debt? Be debt free in 24-48
months. Pay nothing to enroll. Call National
Debt Relief at 866-243-0510

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION?
Call us first. Living expenses, housing, medi-
cal, and continued support afterwards. Choose
adoptive family of your choice. Call 24/7. 888-
652-0785

Reach thousands of homes nationwide with
one easy, affordable buy in the GTR News Net-
work! For more information call 918-254-1515.

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT PRESCRIPTION!
World Health Link. Price Match Guarantee!

Prescriptions Required. CIPA Certified. Over
1500 medications available. CALL Today For
A Free Price Quote. 1-855-530-8993 Call Now!

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT PRESCRIPTION!
World Health Link. Price Match Guarantee!
Prescriptions Required. CIPA Certified. Over
1500 medications available. CALL Today For
A Free Price Quote. 1866-293-9702 Call Now!

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you behind paying
your MORTGAGE? Denied a Loan Modifi-
cation? Is the bank threatening foreclosure?
CALL Homeowner’s Relief Line now for Help!
855-794-7358

Sleep Apnea Patients - If you have Medicare
coverage, call Verus Health are to qualify for
CPAP supplies for little or no cost in minutes.
Home Delivery, Healthy Sleep Guide and More
- FREE! Our customer care agents await your
call. 1-844-545-9175

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, Internet & Voice for
$29.99 ea. 60 MB per second speed No contract
or commitment. More Channels. Faster Inter-
net. Unlimited Voice. Call 1-855-652-9304

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, Internet & Voice for
$29.99 ea. 60 MB per second speed No contract
or commitment. More Channels. Faster Inter-
net. Unlimited Voice. Call 1-877-338-2315

Start Saving BIG On Medications! Up To 90%
Savings from 90DAYMEDS! Over 3500 Med-
ications Available! Prescriptions Req’d. Phar-
macy Checker Approved. CALLToday for Your
FREE Quote. 844-776-7620

Stay in your home longer with an American
Standard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up to
$1,500 off, including a free toilet, and a lifetime
warranty on the tub and installation! Call us at
1-844-374-0013

Unable to work due to injury or illness? Call
Bill Gordon & Assoc., Social Security Disabil-
ity Attorneys! FREE Evaluation. Local Attor-
neys Nationwide 1-855-498-6323 [Mail: 2420
N St NW, Washington DC. Office: Broward Co.
FL (TX/NM Bar.)

Were you an INDUSTRIAL TRADESMAN
(machinist/boilermaker/pipefitter etc) and re-
cently diagnosed with LUNG CANCER? You
may be entitled to a SIGNIFICANT CASH
AWARD. Risk free consultation! 877-781-1769

WANTED TO Buy

Wants to purchase minerals and other oil and
gas interests. Send details to PO. Box 13557
Denver, Co. 80201

Cash for unexpired DIABETIC TEST STRIPS.
Free Shipping, Best Prices & 24 hr payment!
BBB Rated A+. Call 1-855-440-4001 www.
TestStripSearch.com.

TOP CASH FOR CARS, Any Car/Truck,
Running or Not. Call for INSTANT of-
fer:1-888-417-9150

ADVERTISE to 10 Million Homes across the
USA! Place your ad in over 140 communi-
ty newspapers, with circulation totaling over
10 million homes. Contact Independent Free
Papers of America IFPA at danielleburnett-if-
pa@]live.com or visit our website cadnetads.
com for more information

Reader Advisory: The National Trade Association we belong
10 has purchased the above classifieds. Determining the value
of their service or product is advised by this publication. In
order to avoid misunderstandings, some advertisers do not
offer employment but rather supply the readers with manuals,
directories and other materials designed to help their clients
establish mail order selling and other businesses at home.
Under NO circumstance should you send any money in ad-
vance or give the client your checking, license ID, or credit
card numbers. Also beware of ads that claim to guarantee
loans regardless of credit and note that if a credit repair com-
pany does business only over the phone it is illegal to request
any money before delivering its service. All funds are based in
US dollars. Toll free numbers may or may not reach Canada.
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MABREY BANK ANNOUNCES
ExEcuTIVE LEADERSHIP TEAM

abrey Bank is ringing in

2019 with a new execu-
tive leadership team to guide the
$1.1 billion family owned bank
into the future. Scott Mabrey,
center, has been appointed as
the new CEO, John Pixley,
right, will become the new Pres-
ident, and Carlisle Mabrey IV,
left, will serve as Chief Operat-
ing Officer.

“These changes are a product
of the natural growth and de-
velopment of the bank and have
been on the planning horizon for
a number of years” said Carlisle
Mabrey III. After four decades
as the bank’s CEO, he will be-
come Executive Chairman of
the Board and has executed
a thoughtful succession plan,
many years in the making. This
will ensure continued growth
and success for the organization.

Scott Mabrey, as CEO, will
be responsible for guiding the
strategic direction of the orga-
nization and providing leader-
ship and vision to continue to
drive the bank’s core values of
“professionalism,  stewardship
of community resources, high
performance, integrity, reliabil-
ity and teamwork.” Scott has
more than 20 years of banking
experience, having most recent-
ly served as Mabrey Bank pres-
ident. He is a graduate of the
University of Oklahoma, earn-
ing both his Bachelors and Juris
Doctorate.

As the new president of
Mabrey Bank, Pixley will have
responsibility for all commer-
cial lending and drive growth
initiatives across the organi-
zation. He joined Mabrey in

2012 after more than 30 years of

experience in banking, special-
izing in service to middle mar-
ket businesses and individuals.
Pixley is a graduate of Oklaho-
ma State University and Louisi-
ana State University’s Graduate
School of Banking of the South.
Carlisle Mabrey IV will begin
serving as the chief operating
officer with the responsibility to
set operational strategy, maxi-
mize company resources, iden-
tify new and innovative custom-
er solutions, and oversee retail
banking across all 15 locations.
He is a graduate of Austin Col-
lege where he earned a Bache-
lor’s in Business Administration
and Management in addition to
a Master of Arts in Teaching.
“Mabrey Bank is indeed for-
tunate to have highly qualified
and dedicated professionals
throughout the bank,” said Car-
lisle Mabrey III, “These chang-
es continue a pattern of deep
collaboration across multiple
generations of family leader-
ship while also best leveraging
the expertise and experience of
Scott, John, and Carlisle.”

About Mabrey Bank

Founded in 1924, Mabrey Bank
is committed to providing the
friendly and flexible service of a
family owned bank in addition to
the financial offerings and tech-
nology of a large national bank.
The Mabrey family has been
involved with the bank for four
generations, providing steady
leadership. Mabrey Bank has 15
locations throughout Oklahoma
and provides financial services to
more than 25,000 customers and
maintains assets totaling more
than $1.1 billion.
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BUSINESS & PEOPLE NOTES

Broken Arrow

Mayor Craig
Thurmond, Vice
Mayor Scott

Eudey and City
Councilors Mike
Lester and John- .
ny Parks have
been appointed to

THURMOND
federal commit-
tees by The Na-

//
tional League of -

Cities. {

Thurmond was EA
tapped for the
Community &
Economic  De-
velopment Com-
mittee which is
responsible  for
developing pol-
icy positions on
issues involving
housing, commu-
nity and econom-
ic development,
land use, recre-
ation and parks,
historic preserva-
tion and interna-
tional  competi-
tiveness.

Eudey will serve
on the Transporta-
tion & Infrastruc-
ture  Committee
which  develops
policy positions
on transportation,
including planning, funding, safe-
ty and security of public transit,
streets and highways, aviation,
railroads and ports.

Lester is a new member of the
Public Safety & Crime Prevention
Committee which is responsible
for developing policy positions
on issues involving crime preven-
tion, corrections, substance abuse,
municipal fire policy, juvenile jus-
tice, disaster preparedness and re-
lief, homeland security, domestic
terrorism, court systems and gun
control.

Parks was named to the Energy,
Environment & Natural Resources
Committee which is responsible
for developing policy positions on
air quality, water quality, energy
policy, national wetlands policy,
noise control, and solid and haz-
ardous waste management.

Charles Vokes -
has been named
City of Broken
Arrow utilities
director. ~ Vokes
brings more than
35 years of util-
ities  experience
to the post. His
specialty in wa-
ter quality issues gained recogni-
tion through his publication titled,
“Impact of Ozone and Biological
Filtration on Water Quality Param-
eters in Arlington, Texas” in the
journal of the International Ozone
Association.

Vokes graduated from the Uni-
versity of Texas at Arlington with
a degree in biological sciences
and began his career with Arling-
ton Water Utilities. Before com-
ing to Broken Arrow, he served
as facilities director for the Buck-
man Direct Diversion, a joint
city/county project in Santa Fe,
New Mexico.

EUDEY

N
PARKS

VOKES

Erin DeWeese
of Brian D.
Wiggs Homes in
Tulsa, has taken
the helm as the
2019 president of
the Home Build-
ers Association
(HBA) of Great-
er Tulsa.

DeWeese was installed as the
head of the thousand-member
trade organization during the
annual Installation Gala along
with builders Mike Fournier of
The Sonrise Companies and Jeff
Starkweather of Epic Custom
Homes, who were elected to the
positions of vice president/trea-
surer and vice president/secretary,
respectively.

DeWeese has been employed
at Brian D. Wiggs Homes since
2010 and currently holds the
position of vice president for fi-
nance. He has worked his way up
through the Builder’s Council as
vice president and president, and
spearheaded the 40 Below Young
Professionals Council as its first
president.

In addition to the installation
of new senior officers, several
honors were presented during the
annual end-of-year celebration.
Highest honor, which acknowl-
edges builders who best utilize
associate members for their build-
ing projects, was awarded to Dana
Day of Day Build and Design.

Peter Grant of Grant Homes
Remodel & Restoration and Ken
Saltink of All American Remodel
were also honored.

Jerry and Tana Van Cleave of
Vancrete, were 2018 Associates
of the Year for their service to
multiple HBA events. Life mem-
ber Lora Phillips was named 2018
executive committee Member of
the Year.

Rita Boggs of Charter Title &
Escrow was awarded the 2018
Spike Award, an award that dis-
tinguishes members for outstand-
ing association recruitment and
retention efforts.

The 2018 Young Leader of the
Year Award went to Kevin Black-
burn of Classe Homes for his
leadership in the 40 Below coun-
cil.

Hall Estill an-
nounces that
Johnathan L.
Rogers has been
elected  share-
holder in the Tul-
sa office.

“John has
earned this ac-
complishment
through both his talent and his
commitment to the firm’s clients
and our community,” said Mike
Cooke, managing partner for Hall
Estill.

Rogers joined Hall Estill in 2008
and concentrates his practice in
the areas of labor and employ-
ment law and general civil liti-
gation. Prior to joining Hall Es-
till, he served as law clerk to The
Honorable James H. Payne in the
U.S. District Court for the Eastern
District of Oklahoma. Rogers re-
ceived his J.D. with highest hon-
ors from the University of Okla-
homa College of Law.

DEWEESE

ROGERS
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Gateway Mort-
gage Group, a
full-service mort-
gage company li-
censed in 40 states
and the District
of Columbia, an-
nounced Jennifer
Smith as senior
vice president of
enterprise initiative planning and
execution. She will oversee enter-
prise program processes and execu-
tion in this new role.

Before joining Gateway, Smith
was head of change management
at Santander Consumer USA. She
had a diverse career with Bank of
America spanning more than 22
years in various roles and divi-
sions, including merger/acquisition
execution, operations oversight for
the office of the president, infor-
mation technology transformation,
and regulatory enforcement action
oversight.

“I am excited to join the Gate-
way team,” said Smith. “This is an
amazing company with an amazing
culture. I look forward to imple-
menting new strategies and policies
that will complement the current
business model at Gateway.”

Public Service Company of
Oklahoma (PSO) President and
Chief Operating Officer Peggy
Simmons an- p—
nounces that two
new members
have been added
to the PSO Lead-
ership Team.

Tiffini Jackson
has been named
vice president,
external  affairs.
She takes over
the position pre-
viously held by
John Harper, who
retired earlier this
year.

Jackson began
her career with
PSO in 1990. She
served in various policy and com-
munity development related posi-
tions prior to beginning her most
recent role as director, corporate
communications, in 2013.

In her new role, Jackson will have
responsibilities for PSO’s external
affairs, governmental and environ-
mental affairs, and corporate com-
munications functions.

Filling the other leadership posi-
tion is Matthew Horeled, who has
been named vice president, regula-
tory and finance.

Horeled comes to PSO from
Ashland, Kentucky, where he has
served as director, regulatory ser-
vices at one of PSO’s American
Electric Power sister companies,
Kentucky Power.

Horeled joined AEP in 2007 as a
risk & insurance management ana-
lyst at AEP headquarters in Colum-
bus, Ohio. He has held positions in
corporate planning and budgeting,
regulatory, business operations, and
financial management with AEP in
Ohio, Indiana and Kentucky.

As PSO’s vice president of reg-
ulatory and finance, Horeled will
have responsibility for all regulato-
ry and financial matters of electric
service to PSO’s more than 550,00
customers.
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Local Dining

By BLAKE AUSTYN
Contributing Editor

Duet opened in August 2018 as
the second project for Tulsa Chef
Tuck Curren, who has success-
fully owned and operated Biga at
4329 S. Peoria Ave. since 2000.

Curren was not intent on opening
a second restaurant, he said, but
after being approached by George
Kaiser to be a part of Kaiser’s
Archer Building at Archer Street
and Detroit Avenue and learning
of Kaiser’s local-focused vision
for the building and jazz club/res-
taurant concept, Curren couldn’t
say no.

Duet, 108 N. Detroit Ave., sits on
Detroit Avenue at the back corner
of the building and features an ide-
al outdoor eating space that, while
outside with only dark screens
separating it from the indoor por-
tion of the restaurant, is successful
in creating one large, welcoming,
all-encompassing eating space.

The menu features a fair amount
of vegetarian and seafood dishes
with a slightly larger portion of
meat options, including the Herb
Crusted Lamb Lollipops, which
our server rated at the top of her
list, Pork Medallion Tamales and
Albuquerque Burger.

The menu also includes about
six appetizer choices. We opted
to start with the Fried Oyster To-
stados, with radish slaw, chile vin-
aigrette and tomatillo salsa on a
baked corn tortilla.

The genius of a fried dish is that

BLAKE AUSTYN for GTR Newspapers
OYSTER TOSTADOS: Duets
Fried Oyster Tostados with radish
slaw, chile vinaigrette and tomatil-
lo salsa on a baked corn tortilla.

DINING IN GREATER TULSA
Duet Restaumnt and Jazz Club Shmes Downtown
r

GTR Newspapers photo

WELCOMING GUESTS: Duet bartender Samantha Hathaway welcomes guests to the excellent facility.
Duet sits at 108 N. Detroit Ave. in downtown Tulsa’s Arts District. It opened in August 2018 as part of the
Kaiser Family Foundation s Archer Building, which features a slew of local businesses.

basically any item can have its
flavor masked by being fried, giv-
ing patrons an opportunity to try
something new or different with-
out much risk. I, for one, am not
a huge fan of oysters—the slimy
texture takes away my appetite.
Yet, in its fried form, the oysters
are barely recognizable.

The dish was tasty, with the help
of the sauces. It felt artsy, due to
the way it was decorated with the
sauces used to create a decorative,
colorful plate.

For my entree, I chose the Gin-
ger Snap Crusted Salmon; my
dining companion chose the pre-
viously-mentioned Lamb Lolli-
pops, thanks to our server’s sug-
gestion.

The salmon sat on a bed of rice
noodles and vegetables with a ses-
ame-scallion vinaigrette.

The lamb was topped with sauce
algiers and came with a side of
fennel and cucumber quinoa.

We found both dishes to be ex-
tremely tender and flavorful. How-
ever, we were disappointed with
the size of the portions.

The meals are slightly-up-
scale-priced at an average of $15.
But when the dishes consist of
a piece of meat and a small side
of vegetables, and you walk out
ready for another meal, that dinner
cost suddenly seems quite out of

UE

Otherwise, it’s a beautiful din- many sold-out evenings.

proportion. ing space; plus, there is the add- For further information, visit
That is my only complaint for ed element of the jazz club below duetjazz.com or call 918-398-
Duet. ground, which I was told has seen  7201.
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Faith Has Guided the Career of Ted Robertson

Tire Company Executive Associated
With Area Christian Business Groups

By BETHANY DUARTE
Contributing Writer

Long before “marketplace minis-
try” was a buzzword in the evan-
gelical sphere, Ted Robertson was
walking it out as a local business-
man. Tires were his medium of
communication, and his pulpit was
the Robertson Tire Company.

Born in 1931 into a lay pastor’s
home, Robertson’s faith was a
steady influence in his life from an
early age. His brother is a pastor in
the Assembly of God church, and
Ted has been a long-time member
of The Assembly at Broken Arrow.
He has openly shared his testimo-
ny with a number of groups in-
cluding the Full Gospel Business
Men’s Fellowship International
meeting. Each time he spoke and
shared his story, another invitation
would follow.

Robertson reportedly felt called
to take the ministry outside the
walls of the church, which led him
to have a strong witness with his
team, his coworkers, and his col-

leagues. Despite his familial roots
in pastoral ministry, his passion
was rooted in the marketplace. Af-
ter graduating from Will Rogers
High School, he began working in
a tire store in the Tulsa area before
launching out on his own.

Founded in February 1962, Rob-
ertson Tire first began offering tires
and excellent customer service
to Tulsa residents out of a down-
town location with only a handful
of employees. Robertson Tire has
become one of the most trusted
and well-respected tire retailers
in the Tulsa metro with a staff of
more than 100. The company has
received several local and national
accolades, including being voted
as one of the “Top 100 Indepen-
dent Tire Dealers” in the nation
and as “Tulsa’s Best Tire Dealer”
by the US Chamber of Commerce
for the last 10 years. Now with 11
stores spread across 7 cities in the
Tulsa Metro area, the business re-
portedly sells more than 100,000
tires a year.

This growth is no surprise, based

on Robertson’s core commitment
to his customers. “Our company
was built on treating customers
fairly and providing excellent ser-
vice,” Robertson said. Founded on
the core principles of professional-
ism, experience, and integrity that
so reflect the founder, this thriving
business maintains the same value
system today with his sons at the
helm. He has remained involved
with both the company and its
dealings, even after handing the
reins of the leadership over to his
sons in 1999.

As local natives, the company
has a rich heritage of community
involvement. They support local
and national initiatives, ranging
from sports sponsorships for lo-
cal schools to Operation Smile, a
national organization helping to
provide life-changing surgeries
worldwide to children born with
cleft palates.

Robertson is individually asso-
ciated with a number of business
and faith organizations within the
Tulsa metro including the Tulsa

ORU’s College of Theology
Ph.D. Program is Accredited

Oral Roberts University has tak-
en a critical step forward in becom-
ing a premier research institution
for the global Spirit-empowered
movement, as the university’s new
Ph.D. in Theology program has re-
ceived approvals from the univer-
sity’s two accreditors: the Higher
Learning Commission and the As-
sociation of Theological Schools
in the U.S. and Canada.

“A theology Ph.D. program has
been the unrelenting pursuit of
ORU from its very early years,”
said President Dr. William M.
Wilson. “We have been working
diligently over the past couple of
years to develop this program with
the undergirding values of world
Christianity and the Spirit-em-
powered movement.”

Renowned Pentecostal historian,
Dr. Vinson Synan, will lead the
program with Dr. Eric Newberg,
professor of theological and his-
torical studies, serving as associate
director.

“It’s vital that we understand the

Part-Time
Distribution
Pﬂlllll Needed

Call
918-254-1515
for more
information

Gz E Newspapers

UNION BOUNDARY + MIDTOWN MONITOR + JENKS DISTRICT GAZETTE
= OWASS) RAMELER + BIXBY BREEZE

WWw.gtrnews.com

connections and interactions be-
tween theological studies and the
global explosion of Spirit-empow-
ered Christianity,” said Dr. Won-
suk Ma, dean of ORU’s College
of Theology and Ministry. “The
program will equip our doctoral
practitioners to develop original
research, teach in higher educa-
tion, and engage the world with
the message of Christ.”

The first track of the program
explores the contextual theologies
of global Christianity. Contextu-
al theology utilizes a method of
theological practice that takes into
account four facets of theological
reflection: the spirit and message
of the gospel, historical and theo-
logical orthodoxy, the religions
and cultures of a nation or region,
and the global trends in Spirit-em-
powered Christianity.

“The program’s coursework will

be modular, utilizing online tech-
nology and minimizing the need
for practitioners to live in Tulsa,”
Ma said. “This will allow full-time
Christian leaders to undertake this
research program.”

The international Ph.D. program,
utilizing global experts as advi-
sors, is expected to launch fully in
August.

About ORU

Oral Roberts University is a
world-renowned Christian uni-
versity located in Tulsa. Founded
in 1963, it serves students from
50 states and 101 countries, rep-
resenting over 51 denominations.
ORU offers more than 76 under-
graduate majors, 12 master’s pro-
grams and two doctoral degrees,
plus NCAA Division I athletics.
For more information on ORU,
visit www.oru.edu.
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International Fellowship of Chris-
tian Businessmen, of which he
was the Tulsa chapter president
for many years and is responsible
for forming a separate chapter for
young businessmen. He still helps
host the monthly men’s breakfast
for the IFCB at the Wyndham Ho-
tel. He is still involved with his
church, now lining up the speakers
for the Assembly’s men’s prayer
breakfasts, a change that has pro-
duced a major increase in atten-
dance and helping with the South-
ern Gospel Worship Gathering
held on the first Saturday of every
month.

Through his marketplace pulpit,
Robertson has created a legacy
based on excellence, integrity, su-
perior level customer service, and
a commitment to giving back. His
charitable contributions through
Robertson Tire are a staple in the
community. His example of tak-
ing “faith into the world” is one

) (L
&w@ (b
AT WOODLAND HILLS

By Discovery Senior Living

6333 S. 91 East ‘Ave. Tulsa, OK 74133

TED ROBERTSON

that has had a positive impact on
both the faith community and the
marketplace. For that, Tulsa can
be grateful for the many contribu-
tions of Robertson and his fami-
ly’s commitment through Robert-
son Tire.

EVERY DAY IS A CELEBRATION.

918.550.8913 | CountryClubWH com
Cottage Independent & Residential Care Options

d and operaled by A o
Living, CCWH-0010 5/18. : Ifh

LA

Finding God,
finding health

Explore the connectio

How a constantly growing
Bible hased understanding of
God is  reliable way to gain
and maintain health and bring
joy and fullness to one's life.

ChristianScienceTulsa.org|Lecture

with Michelle Nanouche, Practitioner and Teacher of Christian Science

available online through January 18, 2019

GTR Newspapers: Oklahoma’s Largest Monthly News Group


http://countryclubwh.com
http://christiansciencetulsa.org/lecture
http://www.dental50plus.com/cadnet
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WELCOMING SISTER CITY MAYOR: The Tulsa Global Alliance recently held a
reception at Marshall Brewing Company to welcome Tulsa Sister City Mayor Dr. Jorg
Nigge, Mayor of Celle, Germany. From left are Ursula Monroe, Tulsa Celle Partnership;
Margaret Bannochie, Coldwell Banker Select; Chair, Tulsa-Celle Sister City Partnership;
Dr. Jorg Nigge, Mayor of Celle; Cathy Izzo, TGA Sister City Program Coordinator and
Administrator; Alejandro Muriozcano, Local Sales Manager for Tvler Media and Tulsa
Global Alliance Vice-Chair for Sister Cities; Alisa Dougless, Director of Administration
and Operations, OU-Tulsa College of Arts and Sciences, and Tulsa Global Alliance Board
Chair Eric Marshall, Brewmaster and Founder, Marshall Brewing Company, and Tulsa
Global Alliance Vice-Chair for International Visitors.

GTR Newspapers photo

BROKEN ARROW CHAMBER RECEPTION: The Broken Arrow Chamber of Com-
merce held an Elected Officals Reception this past fall at the Battle Creek Golf Club. En-
joying the event are, from left, LaTonya Cundiff, Lori Lewis of the Broken Arrow Chamber,
Sally Redwine, and Ted Cundiff and Kelley Rash of AVB Bank.
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R. Henry Migliore

Publisher of Strategic Planning Books

. Fundamentals of Strategic Planning for a Global Economy
Strategic Planning for Church & Ministry
Strategic Planning for Not-For-Profit Organizations
Common Sense Management—A Biblical Perspective

Common Sense Management—An Accountability
Approach

. A Biblical Approach to Life Planning
. A Strategic Approach to Life Planning

www.henrymigliore.com

AROUND THE REGION

ROYCE MYERS ART EVENT: Royce Myers Art hosted a holiday open house in Decem-
ber. From left are musician Greg Hosterman, artists Paula Wood and Reian Williams, and
Kay Myers and Royce Myers. The event highlighted gallery artists and Paula Wood Cre-
ations jewelry. Royce Myers Art, Ltd. is located at 1706 S. Boston Ave. in the historic Nine
of Cups building. Hours for the gallery are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday and
appointments by request. Paula Wood jewelry is highlighted in the photo. Royce Myers
Art is not only a visual feast, but guests learn about artists and the philosophy behind their
work. Graced with native American art, there are always several pieces new to the gallery
that depict Oklahoma flavor. All genres of art are represented from abstract to realism.
The gallery is open to the public, but serves the design and commercial industry providing
personalized art for spaces large and small.

MOVING FORWARD

OKLAHOMA WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY

WP Newprear!

e to Finish

Your Degree!
ASSOCIATE DEGREESS
BACHELOR DEGREE "
MASTER DEGREE

We have what you need. Pl

Q"J

- -."

' Designed for Working Adults
< ACCELERATED
« ONE CLASS AT A TIME
« ONE NIGHT A WEEK OR ONLINE
« ASK ABOUT OUR LOCKED-IN TUITION
« WE ARE MILITARY FRIENDLY

866.225.6598 | OKWU.EDU/ADULT | AGS@OKWU.EDU

OKWU.EDU

CHRIST | SCRIPTURE | TRUTH | WISDOM

CALL 918-254-1515 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION


http://okwu.edu
http://www.henrymigliore.com

January 2019

e 27

CENTRAL BANK OF OKLAHOMA CALENDAR * JAN. 13 TO FEB. 16, 2019

Tulsa Boat, Sport and Travel Show Returns to Expo Square Feb 1 — 3

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
Funpay SUNDAY LEGO BuiLp TEEN WRITING WORK- HomEscHOOL Bapy & ME MATINEE: BEAUTY AND THE BEAST RIvERFIELD RoCKS
Gilcrease Museum South Broken Arrow Library SHOP: INFORMAL EssAy 7 —AGES WhiLE You WERE Celebrity Attractions \V Cain’s Ballroom
12 -4 p.m. 10:30 — 11:30 a.m. Owasso Library -12 SLEEPING 8 p.m. 7 p.m.
Visit gilcrease.org for more Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 5-6p.m. Philbrook Muse- Hardesty Regional Library myticketoffice.com for tickets. Visit cainsballroom.com for
information. information. Visit tulsali- tllm of Art 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. Merdiiici more information.
brary.org for p.-m. Visit tulsalibrary.org for more
Boox oF MorvON %AKE Y OURGO WN%I OVIE | | Visit phil- information. & BOK Center BEAUTY AND THE BEAST,
Celebrity Attractions §§' ITH THE GREEN SCREEN mation. brook.org for 7:30 p.m. Celebrity Attractions §§-
1 & 6:30 p.m. Centr:al Library more information. GOLDEN EAGLES vs. Visit bokcenter.com for more 8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets. i/'_ igolsl;lnll) ary.org for more South Dakota * 7 p.m. information. myticketoffice.com for tickets.
181t tu 1prary.or r T s
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST information. gc%g\’;’“;H PR | | B . fpic Jorngson. An Vi Davip SP4DE
p.m. isit mabeecenter.com for info. USICOM 1 OUR .
Celebrity Attractions §$ New Name. Same Bank. M q Gt The Joint Tulsa
en’s Basketball i Cain’s Ballroom
p-m. . Central Bank hurricane.com for tickets. 8 p.m. W jpot, .
myticketoffice.com for tickets. of Oklahoma Vi e e 207 t\‘/'1s1t han!r(;ckcastl.notulsa.com
Strong roofs. Endless possibilites: T S AT R, or more information.
WiLp Krarzs LIVE 2.0 || | So You KEenart SaxopHONE | | JoBNEWSUSA.com ‘ » FIBER FEST TuLs4 OILERS BEautY AND THE BE4ST,
Innovation Arts & \ 4 WaNT 1O UARTET Tursa JoB Fair WEEKEND vs. Allen Celebrity Attractions §§'
Entertainment §§' MAKE entral Library Renaissance Tulsa RETREAT 7:05 p.m. 8 p.m. A\
1p.m. MoviE: 12 -1 p.m. Hotel & Convention Shepherd’s Cross Visit tulsaoilers.com for more myticketoffice.com for tickets.
myticketoffice.com for tickets. (AI)L LEV- Visit tulsalibrary.org for | | Center Jan. 24 -26 Linformation. | CHAMPAGNE AND
ELS, more information. 10 a.m. -2 p.m. Visit ShepherdsCross.
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST, || | AHHA Tulsa THEME IMITATION Visit www,jobnew- com for more infor- IC;%U 7 ZIRHD 11l BEAST CHOCOLATE
Celebrity Attractions N 7-9p.m. susa.com for more — mation. elebrity Attractions \%‘ Living Arts
W = RITING WORKsHOP | | ] ; m. 79 pom
m. . Visit tulsa. (A 1L LEVELS - OETRXQ information. ticketoffi for ticket 2 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets. okstate.edu/cpw/workshops for | | & P d Wri DIY P U BEAUTY AND THE BEAS§ myticketolfice.com 1or HEXELS. || | Visit livingarts.org for more
more information. enter for Poets and Writers at UZZLES USING THE Celebrity Attractions \ 3. ¢ information.
DEMETRI MARTIN OSU-Tulsa ASER ENGRAVER 8 Y OLDEN HORNET’S “THE
Free Small Business Checking _ . |l 'OUND OF SCIENCE” TuLs4 OILERS
BOK Center 7-9 p.m. Central Library myticketoffice.com for tickets. \&
. - - ; vs. Allen
8 p.m. Centrq Banlc/|| | Visit tulsa.okstate.edu/cpw/ 4-5p.m. Choregus Productions  \\§ T
Visit bokcenter.com for more (, of Oklahoma workshops for more informa- Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 8 p.m. HiB)E

information.

Strong roots. Endless possibilities

tion.

information.

myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Visit tulsaoilers.com for more
information.

GOoLDEN HURRICANE ys.
Houston * 1 p.m.

Men’s Basketball :
tulsahurricane.com for tickets.

NARI SAXOPHONE
UARTET
amber Music Tulsa

\ £
3 p.m. §§.

myticketoffice.com for tickets.

TuLs4 OILERS
vs. Allen

4:05 p.m.

Visit tulsaoilers.com for more
information.

MAKER
ONDAY?
EWING FOR
ABSOLUTE
EGINNERS
Central Library -
5:30-7 p.m.
Visit tulsali-
brary.org for
more information.

STEAM WoRrksHop
Central Library
2-3p.m.

Visit tulsalibrary.org for more
information.

TEEN WRITING WORK-
SHOP: SHORT PLAY
Owasso Library

5—6p.m.

Visit tulsalibrary.org for more
| information.

\;1s1t tulsallbrary org for more
information.

SJI%ATM,
LOVAKIA

Central Library
12:10 — 12:50 p.m.

Visit tulsalibrary.org for info.

1tH TULs.
'LOVENIA

GoLDEN HURRICANE ys.
Memphis * 7 p.m.

Men’s Basketball T
tulsahurricane.com for tickets.

Vls1t tulsaollers com for more
information.

TuLsa OILERS
vs. Utah

7:05 p.m.

Visit tulsaoilers.com for more
information.

FRrom Scripr
70 SCREEN:
INTRO TO
SCREENWRIT-
ING FOR TEENS
Central Library
6:30 — 8 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.
org for more
information.

GOLDEN EAGLES vs.
South Dakota St. * 7 p.m.
Men’s Basketball

Visit mabeecenter.com for info.

LAr4 LoGAN
» Tulsa Town Hall

4
10:30 a.m. §§'

myticketoffice.com for tickets.

\> 123 Ppx Wi
PARENT/
CHILD WORKSHOP

|| Owasso Library

10— 11:15 a.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for info.

More Bank for Your Buck

‘ Central Bank

Hicu Scuoor Hoors
SHOWCASE

BOK Center

All Day

Visit bokcenter.com for info.
SING FOR OUR SCHOOLS
All Souls Unitarian Church
7-10 p.m.

Find Sing for Our Schools on
Facebook for more information.

HOSTAKOVICH’S 7TH

YMPHONY §§,}

Tulsa Symphony
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

of Oklahoma

Strong roots. Endless possibilities
Linpy IN THE PARK
Guthrie Green
6:30 -9 p.m.
Visit www.guthriegreen.com for
more information.

KELLY CLARKSON

4 BOK Center

#«7 p.m.

Visit bokcenter.com for more
information.

THE RESURRECTION OF
Brack WALL STREEY 4
Tulsa Project Theatre Y
8p.m.*Feb8-9
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

7:30 p.m.

GOoLDEN HURRICANE vs.
Temple * 11 a.m.
Men’s Basketball :

tulsahurricane.com for tickets.
THE GREEN Book
Theatre North

8 p.m. §§

myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Erton Joun

BOK Center

8 p.m.

Visit bokcenter.com for more
information.

THE GREEN Book 4 SRAFTERNOON DELiGHT: DEEP (Di4BETES EM- Brown Bag It: BorrowED ForRMS
Theatre North §§- ROP-IN CRAFTS POWERMENT EDUCATION JAMBALAYA JASS BAND WriTING WoORKSHOP (ALL
3 p.m. X Central Library PRrROGRAM) PAC Trust \ || |LEVELS - PROSE)
myticketoffice.com for tickets. 2 —3:30 p.m. Martin Regional Library 12:10 — 12:50 p.m. \V Center for Poets and Writers at
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 10:30 a.m. — 12:30 p.m. FREE event. OSU-Tulsa
TuLsa BOAT, SPoRT & information. Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 7-9 p.m.
TRAVEL SHOW Acie JamEs Duo information. GOLDEN EAGLES vs. Visit tulsa.okstate.
Expo Square Blackbird on Pearl Tursa AREA Denver 7 p.m. edu/cpw/workshops
11 a.m. -5 p.m. 9 p.m. PHOTOGRAPH- f4 ! Women’s Basketball for more information.
RS (Tl o Visit black- 1C SOCIETY > Visit mabeecenter.com for info. HuarLEM GLOBE-
show.com birdonpearl. =
for more com for Il:mre ]%EO]I;ITVZLY @ Ask about fraud ID protection gﬁ%gﬁr
informa- information. BOK Center , Central Bank 7 p.m.
tion. 6:30 — 8:45 p.m. » of Oklahoma Visit bokcenter.com for
Visit tulsalibrary.org Strong roots. Endless possibilities more information.
for more information.
m m ~ _\' 723
THE RESURRECTION OF PAWS For Live UNITED BuupA REaD- g%\
Brack Warr STReex 2 || | READING LUNCHEON AND ER STORYTIME: S IP{L{EARTS FOR
Tulsa Project Theatre Schusterman-Benson AWARDS Famiy [ 'FUGEES
p.-m. Library Cox Business Center Jenks Library AIETY
myticketoffice.com for tickets. || |3:30 — 4:30 p.m. \, 11:30 a.m.— 1 p.m. 10:30 — 11 a.m. Stokley’s Event Center
Visit tulsalibrary. pgS—— Visit tauw.org/awards Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 6:30 — 9:30 p.m.

THE GREEN Book
Theatre North

3 p.m. §§

myticketoffice.com for tickets.

WINTER JAMm
BOK Center
6 p.m.
Visit bokcenter.com for more
information.

org for more
information.

Travis Scorr
BOK Center

7 p.m.

Visit bokcenter.com for more
information.

for more information.

‘We Offer Health
Savings Accounts

M) Central Bank

» of Oklahoma

Strong roots. Endless possibilities

information.

Foobp For THOUGHT
LuncHEON

Community Food Bank of
Eastern Oklahoma

12:30 — 1:30 p.m.

Visit okfoodbank.org for more
information.

Visit powerofanickel.org for
more information.

JEFF DUNHAM

BOK Center

7 p.m.

Visit bokcenter.com for more
information.

TuLsa OILERS
vs. Wichita

7:05 p.m.

Visit tulsaoilers.com for more
information.

TuLsa OILERS
vs. Idaho

7:05 p.m.

Visit tulsaoilers.com for more
information.

THE LiT1LE PRINCE SUNDAY IN THE PARK
Tulsa Opera §§' wITH GEORGE A\ £
7:30 p.m. American Theatre Co. §§
myticketoffice.com for tickets. 8 p.m.
S myticketoffice.com for tickets.
A AL PaRK || | Stane Swure & Tre
WITH GEORGE \ SUINTS
American Theatre Co. §§ Bt [Tk
p-m. N
myticketoffice.com for tickets. zflgl? . oy R it
00m. .

MOVE. MANAGE. MAXIMIZE.

YOUR MONEY.

%) Central Bank  www.CENTRALBANK.NET

Strong roots. Endless possibilities:

MEMBER FDIC



http://www.centralbank.net
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Famous Tulsan Leon Russell to be Celebrated

By TERRELL LESTER
Editor at Large

Russell Bridges will be remem-
bered and celebrated on Feb. 9
with a concert at his high school
alma mater.

In the years before he became a
musical giant, before he was en-
shrined in the Rock & Roll Hall of
Fame, before he became known to
the world as Leon Russell, class-
mates at Will Rogers High School
knew him by his birthname, Rus-
sell Bridges.

He was in the 1959 graduat-
ing class at Will Rogers, and he
dressed the part. Slick-backed
dark hair. Horn-rimmed glasses.
Button-down shirts.

He blended in to the Will Rogers
student body by day.

By night, though, he was blend-
ing in with another crowd. The
nightclub crowd. The juke joint
crowd.

As a teen-ager, too young to le-
gally walk in the front door of such
establishments, Russell Bridges,
according to a classmate, borrowed
an ID card showing the name of
an older friend, Leon Russell, and
made his way through the Tulsa
honkytonks onto the stages where
his piano licks were fitting in fa-
mously with the blues and rock mu-
sicians already hailed as headliners.

When his keyboard talents had
garnered enough attention, Russell
Bridges lit out for the West Coast
and Leon Russell quickly became
a first-call studio musician.

Before the decade of the *60s had
expired, Leon Russell was headed
for stardom, on course to become
known as The Master of Space and
Time.

Only those in Tulsa, those who
had been in his circle during those
formative years at Will Rogers,
continued to embrace Russell
Bridges.

One of those who remembers
Russell Bridges, and one who still
refers to the musical legend by that
name, is Dick Rist.

Rist and Bridges attended Will
Rogers from 1956 through 1959.
They were there as Anita Bryant
graduated in 1958. They were there
as David Gates graduated in 1958.

It was a magical time for Will
Rogers students. A magical time
for Tulsa entertainment. A magical
time for the American music scene.
Rock and roll was in its infancy
and the big-band era was becoming
a faded memory. Russell Bridges
was bridging that musical gap.

Rist was not one of the mem-
bers of the school’s musical roy-
alty. But he was a member of the
school’s stagecraft crew.

As stage superintendent during
his senior year, 1958-59, Rist was
on hand to witness moments of
what he called Russell Bridges’
“magical prowess as a pianist.”

The school possessed a 1938
Baldwin grand piano and the stage
crew carefully managed its posi-
tion just off stage in a closet, cov-
ered at all times.

Rist, who now lives in Florida,
was in the auditorium and around
the stage daily, and watched with
sheer enjoyment as Russell Bridg-
es would spend much of his lunch
time at the piano.

“He would come in, roll back the
cover and start playing,” Rist said
recently. “The kids would gather
around. He fascinated us.

“What I recognized, perhaps in
hindsight, was that he was honing
his skills, converting his knowl-
edge of classical music to fit rock
and roll, which was developing in
that period.

“He was classically trained on
the piano, but he took piano music
to a new level,” Rist said.

From Los Angeles session play-
er to Grammy Award winner to

THE MOST REVOLUTIONARY

MUSIC EDUCATION SCHOOL

IN THE \WORLD

4601 KENOSHA (JUSTWEST OF 71ST & GARNETT)

(918) 872-8886

SIGN UP FOR A FREE DEMO AT TULSABA.SCHOOLOFROCK.COM

LEON RUSSELL
! CLAUDE RUSSELL BRIDGES
APRIL 2, 1942 - NOVEMBER 13,2016 ¢ .ﬁ‘
Courtesy photo

CLASSMATES: Dick Rist, above, and Russell Bridges, who later be-
came Leon Russell, were classmates at Will Rogers High School from
1956 through 1959, when they graduated. Rist, a long-time Tulsa attor-
ney now living in Florida, is organizing the Feb. 9 tribute event to his
classmate. The photo was taken at Tulsa’s Memorial Cemetery.

Courtesy photo
EARLY SOUNDS: Russell
Bridges, who would later become
rock star Leon Russell, at the or-
gan with two of his Will Rogers
High Schools classmates in the
late 1950s.

Rock & Roll Hall of Fame mem-
ber, Russell Bridges/Leon Russell
became one of the brightest lights
in the musical galaxy.

Rist, and others from Will Rog-
ers, are celebrating that transition
from Russell Bridges, student,
to Leon Russell, superstar, with
a concert at Will Rogers High
School on Feb. 9.

On the same stage where Rist
once worked and Bridges once
jammed, Will Rogers High School
and the Will Rogers High School
Community Foundation will dedi-
cate that 1938 fully restored Bald-
win piano in the name of Leon
Russell.

Local musical headliner Paul
Benjamin will lead an ensemble of
Tulsa notables for the 2 p.m. con-
cert.

It should not be much of a stretch
to imagine that Leon Russell’s ini-
tial brush with fame evolved from
his time on that Will Rogers stage,
from his rollicking impromptu
jams on that piano.

Rist has tracked and chronicled
much of Leon Russell’s career,
from his recordings with David
Gates as a member of The Accents
in 1957 through his death in 2016
and his burial in Tulsa’s Memorial
Park Cemetery.

Visiting with Russell in Houston
several years ago, Rist asked him
about the ID card.

Russell acknowledged the sto-
ry’s veracity, telling Rist that he
was came up with temporary iden-
tification to skirt the fact that he
was too young to perform in Tulsa
nightspots.

“Then he said he just kept the
name,” Rist said.

A few years ago, Rist went look-
ing for that Will Rogers student
with the benevolent habit of lend-
ing out his ID card.

The “real” Leon Russell had
died, Rist discovered.

Maybe that Leon Russell knew
what became of his “namesake.”
Maybe he didn’t.

It had taken Rist, however, years

to realize what had happened to his
famous classmate.

Upon graduation from Will Rog-
ers, Rist enrolled at Oklahoma
State University. From there, he
immediately joined the Air Force.
Rist was deployed to several desti-
nations around the world.

In the early 1970s, he was visit-
ing friends in Tulsa who informed
him for the first time of his clas-
mate;s fame.

In the years to come, Leon Rus-
sell would be inducted into the
Oklahoma Music Hall of Fame
(2006) and the Rock & Roll Hall
of Fame (2011).

Rist, and others, like to remem-
ber the foundation for that re-
sounding career.

It can be traced to that 1938
Baldwin on the stage of Will Rog-
ers High School.

On Feb. 9, the musical career of
Russell Bridges will be celebrat-
ed along with the 81-year career
of that grand piano with a new
facelift.

T

FOR SALE: 2-3?[“']{ bidg. 2,812 sq. ft. « 4th & Grand, Grove OK

Get de-stressed in Grove, hub of Grand Lake o’ the Cherokees! This beautifully spacious
office building has the curb appeal and amenities an entrepreneur will love! Employees
will appreciate walking to lunch just minutes away from this strategically located property
on a corner lot in the heart of Grove where the building’s signage is visible ‘round town.

BEN WHITNEY

918-492-3333

CALL 918-254-1515 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION





