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Pursuing a career in high
school may sound impossi-
ble, but it’s actually one of
the ways students inter-
ested in attending college
after high school can dif-
ferentiate themselves.
The Chester County

Technical College High
School (TCHS) is dedicated
to giving students an edge
on achieving their future
goals by helping them gain
career experiences before
college. For seniors, this
head start could be invalu-
able when applying for col-
lege. These learning expe-
riences help students nav-
igate an ever-changing,
globalized economy.
Many students who

go straight to college af-
ter graduating from high
school select a major based
on interests, but they may
not have actual experience

in that field. In addition,
in the current fast-paced
economy, it can be diffi-
cult to forecast career op-
portunities looking beyond
college.
The Future Forward pro-

grams at TCHS offer stu-
dents in Chester County
the opportunity to discover
the careers of tomorrow,
gain hands-on experience
to determine if a career is
right for them and meet
other students from across
the county who share their
interests. In addition, stu-
dents have the opportunity
to earn college credits.
For example, the new

Geo-Spatial Information
Systems & Data Science
(GIS) program, in part-
nership with West Chester
University, is helping stu-
dents prepare to be com-
petitive in a new, growing

field. This one-year pro-
gram offers seniors the
opportunity to earn col-
lege credits as they gain
the skills necessary to be a
part of industry by taking
advantage of West Chester
University’s state-of-the-
art lab and facilities.
In addition to helping

students prepare for the ca-
reers of the future, TCHS
Future Forward programs
allow students to hone in
on areas of interest. For
example, the Allied Health
program offers seniors the
opportunity to explore ca-
reers and get hands-on ex-
perience in the health care
field. Students can choose
to get specialized experi-
ence in hospitals, public
health, EMT or sportsmed-
icine. The Allied Health
EMT pathway, for instance,
allows students to ride in

ambulances and assist in
first aid care once they
have earned the proper
certifications. This type
of experience is essential
to helping students know
whether or not they wish
to pursue this career in col-
lege or beyond.
TCHS Future Forward

programs also help stu-
dents meet others who
share their interests. The
Teacher Leadership Acad-
emy (TLA) offers seniors
who wish to pursue teach-
ing the opportunity to de-
velop a teaching philos-
ophy and portfolio and
gain student teaching ex-
perience in the classroom.
For example, TLA student
Gavin Mitchell (pictured
on the cover) completed
his student teaching at
West Bradford Elemen-
tary School in Downing-

town. TLA offers students
a unique advantage as they
are able to explore what
grade level they would like
to teach while being sup-
ported by a network of
other students who share
their passion.
TCHS Future Forward

programs help students by
giving the focus, tools and
expertise necessary to be
successful in the next stage
of their academic journey.
For more information

about these and other
TCHS programs, please
visit www.technicalcolleg-
ehighschool.org.

The Chester County
Intermediate Unit is
an educational service
agency that exists to
provide quality, cost-
effective services to the
community and its

residents. The Chester
County Intermediate
Unit administers
instructional, enrichment
and administrative
programs and services to
Chester County’s 12 public
school districts and to
over 45 private and
parochial schools in the
county. These programs
include instructional,
remedial and enrichment
services for regular
and special education
students. Other IU
services support teachers,
school administrators
and school directors.
The diversity of CCIU
programs enables IU staff
to interact with school
district personnel at all
levels and to maintain
a cohesive educational
network throughout
Chester County.
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Career experience in high school can
help prepare seniors for the next step

Students may need some
time to adjust at the begin-
ning of a new school year.
Summer vacations typ-
ically lack the structure
of the school year, and it
might be unfair to expect
kids to seamlessly slip back
into their more regimented
lives as students.
While some early school

year sluggishness might be
normal, that should wear
off pretty quickly. If not
and students appear to be
struggling to getmotivated
for their schoolwork, par-
ents can try various strat-
egies that should help re-

ignite youngsters’ passions
for learning.
• Make your home more

school-friendly. Summer
is a relaxing time of year
when parents have a ten-
dency to relax rules around
the house. But come the
school year, parents must
make sure their homes are
as conducive to studying as
possible. Resist the urge to
turn the television on each
night so students are not
distracted from their stud-
ies. Keep the home quiet so
students are motivated to
focus on their studies.
• Encourage partici-

pation in extracurricular
activities. Various stud-
ies have examined the re-
lationship between extra-
curricular activities and
academic performance. A
2002 study published in
the journal Sociology of
Education found that par-
ticipation in extracurricu-
lar activities is associated
with improved grade point
average, increased college
attendance and reduced
absenteeism. The link be-
tween participation in ex-
tracurricular activities and
improved academic per-
formance is still in need

of study, but such partici-
pation may help children
acclimate to the structure
of the school year more
quickly than they might if
they do not participate in
such activities.
• Encourage curious

youngsters. Kids are curi-
ous, and fostering that cu-
riosity can be a great way
for parents to get their
kids excited about learn-
ing. Whether it’s during
the school year and part
of their curriculum or on
summer break, encourage
kids to engage in subjects
that interest them. As kids

learn more about the top-
ics and subjects that inter-
est them, they may develop
a passion for learning that
they can then take with
them to the classroom.
• Express an interest in

the subjects children are
studying. Another way to
motivate students at the
dawn of a new school year
is to express an interest in
the subjects they’re study-
ing. Ask questions about
their studies, and encour-
age them to share their
thoughts and opinions. En-
gaging students about the
subjects they’re studying

can motivate them to ex-
plore those subjects more
deeply than they otherwise
might.
Motivating kids to be

excited about their school-
work at the dawn of a new
school year can sometimes
be difficult. But parents
can employ various strat-
egies that can help their
children readjust to life in
the classroom andmotivate
them to perform to the best
of their abilities.

Article courtesy of
MetroCreative
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Strategies parents can use to motivate students

| EDUCATION | DAILY LOCAL NEWS THURSDAY, JANUARY 24, 20192

http://www.technicalcolleg-ehighschool.org
http://www.technicalcolleg-ehighschool.org
http://www.technicalcolleg-ehighschool.org


Dr. Frances Sutherland, a nationally
recognized psychologist and author
from Bryn Mawr, will make executive
functions and ADHD/ADD understand-
able for all of us when she speaks at The
Literacy Institute at Woodlynde School
on Wednesday, Jan. 30, at 7 p.m.
Dr. Sutherland’s book, “From Morn-

ing ’Til Night: Perspectives on ADHD
and ItsManagement,” will soon be pub-
lished. Parents, educators, young adults
and other professionals will have a clear
understanding of what these behavior
patterns mean and how a multifaceted
plan effects positive, family oriented im-
provements.
This event is free and open to the

public.
Register at www.woodlynde.org/lit-

eracyinstitute.
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Nationally recognized
psychologist, author to
speak at Woodlynde School

Dr. Frances Sutherland

“Something for every-
one” is a phrase commonly
used to describe the Sha-
nahan experience.
For more than 60 years,

Bishop Shanahan High
School has been the pre-
mier co-educational,
Catholic school in Ches-
ter County, academically
and spiritually preparing
young adults for a rapidly
evolving global environ-
ment.
While students and

their families share in
their commitment to
an education rooted in
Christ-centered values, the
individual experience of
the Shanahan student is
truly unique. During the
2018-2019 academic year,
students hailing from 41
zip codes have opportuni-
ties to participate in more
clubs, programs and teams

than ever before.
Faith-based clubs and

activities, such as the Peer
Ministry Team and Catho-
lic Athletes, promote a bal-
ance of faith, friends and
fun. Service projects and
retreats provide a plat-
form for students to dis-
cover their unique path to
becoming socially respon-
sive, ethical individuals.
The BSHS athletic pro-

gram is celebrated as a
championship-caliber pro-
gram, vigorous in its offer-
ings. This year, Shanahan
proudly has 28 different
teams, top-notch coach-
ing staff and training pro-
grams year-round for
many athletes. Teams have
achieved league, district,
state and national champi-
onships.
The arts at Bishop Sha-

nahan High School offer

students rich experiences
of expression through
the visual and perform-
ing arts. Students can nur-
ture their artistic passions
through photography,
art and creative writing
or join the accomplished
choir, ensemble, march-
ing band, jazz band or fall
musical.
In addition to faith, ath-

letics and the arts, Sha-
nahan has an extensive
list of exceptional clubs
and programs including
STEM, DECA (business
club), Forensics, World Af-
fairs, Mathletes, Robotics
and Environmental Stew-
ardship. For the complete
list and more information,
visit Shananahan.org.
There really is “some-

thing for everyone” at
Bishop Shanahan High
School.
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Bishop Shanahan offers most robust student life in the area
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West Fallowfield Christian
School will host an open house
for prospective families inter-
ested in preschool through the
12th grades on Tuesday, Jan. 29,
andThursday, Feb. 28, from6:30
to 8 p.m.

The evening begins with
an information session at 6:30
p.m., followed by guided tours, a
meet-and-greetwith the teachers
and an overview of curriculum.

Childcare is provided.
Little FalconsPreschool offers

a full-day/multi-age classroom
program for 3-, 4- and 5-year-
olds onTuesday,Wednesday and
Thursday. Three- and4-year-olds
have a half -day option.

Kindergarten at WFCS is a
full-day program. It is currently
offered as four or five days a
week. Thekindergarten core cur-
riculum includes reading readi-

ness, mathematics, science, so-
cial studies, language arts, hand-
writing, writer’s workshop, arts
and crafts, book time/story time,
open-ended play, chapel, devo-
tions and Bible. Specials include
music, art, library, physical edu-
cation and computer.

Interscholastic opportuni-
ties for middle school students
are available in the fine arts and
athletics. Girls’ athletics include

volleyball, soccer, basketball and
track andfield. Boys’ athletics in-
clude soccer, basketball, volley-
ball and track and field. In ad-
dition to the core subjects, mid-
dle school students choose from
a variety of elective subjects and
clubs to broaden their interests
and learning.All students partic-
ipate inmusic and art programs.

The Academy at West Fallow-
field Christian School is a unique
high school experienceoffered for
ninth through the 12th grades.
The college-style model fosters
student accountability and time
management skills. It combines
learning on campus 2½ days a
week,with the remaining days of
independent study done at home.
The Academy offers electives on
Wednesday mornings. Some of
the current elective offerings are
Art, Music, Life Skills, SAT Prep-
aration, Archery andNature/En-
vironment. During the course of
the year, teachers planall lessons,
provide instruction and assign
work to be completed at home

on remaining days. Students
will be graded and issued report
cards andwill compile portfolios
of completed work. At the end of
the year, achievement will be as-
sessedby the evaluator of thepar-
ents’ choice. There is also a pay-
per-class option available.

West Fallowfield Christian
School has a full comprehen-
sive Resource Room to offer ac-
ademic and learning support.
The Chester County Interme-
diate Unit provides additional
reading and speech therapy sup-
port. Small class size also gives
students the opportunity to re-
ceive individualized attention.

For 77 years, West Fallowfield
Christian School has been pro-
viding quality, Christian educa-
tion for families and students
in the surrounding communi-
ties. The school is enriched by
its diverse student body, which
attends more than 38 churches
in the Chester and Lancaster
County areas.Bus transportation
is supplied for K-8 students re-

siding in theAvonGrove, Coates-
ville, Octorara, Oxford, Pequea,
Solanco and Unionville-Chadds
Ford school districts.

WFCS admits students of any
race, nationality or ethnic origin
to all the programs, rights, privi-
leges and activities generally af-
forded to students. The school
does not discriminate on the
basis of race, national or eth-
nic origin or gender in the ad-
ministration of educational pol-
icies, admissionpolicies, scholar-
ship programs, athletics or other
school-administered programs.
Financial grants are available
for eligible families in the kin-
dergarten througheighthgrades.

The school is located at 795
Fallowfield Road in Atglen, Pa.
Interested applicants are en-
couraged to contact the school
at 610-593-5011 for more infor-
mation or to schedule an ap-
pointment. Readers may visit
the school’s website at www.
wfcs.org and follow the school
on Facebook, Twitter and Insta-
gram. Please check the website
for alternate dates in case of in-
clement weather.
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West Fallowfield Christian School to host open house

Open HouseJanuary 29 &
February 28

6:30-8:00 PM
Childcare provided

Info session at 6:30 pm
followed by guided tour and

classroom visitation

Preschool to
12th grades

West Fallowfield Christian School

Little Falcons Preschool, Full Day Kindergarten
Middle School Electives, Clubs, Interscholastic Athletics
9th - 12th Grade High School (College-Style Model)

Outstanding Academics, Resource Room, Tech Lab
Art, Music, Gym

Christian Values, Service Projects & Missions
Busing & Financial Grants Available (K-8th)

VISIT US AND SEE THE DIFFERENCE!
795 Fallowfield Rd., Atglen PA 19310

610-593-5011 www.wfcs.org

| EDUCATION | DAILY LOCAL NEWS THURSDAY, JANUARY 24, 20194

http://www.wfcs.org
http://www.wfcs.org
http://www.wfcs.org


DVFS welcomed their
newest faculty member
in December.
Lucy is a 6-month-

old labradoodle who has
been trained as a ther-
apy dog. Lucy is named
after famous Quaker Lu-
cretia Mott, and she is
a new member of the
counseling staff at DVFS,
where her primary duty
is to offer comfort and
snuggles to students.
Lucy has received ex-

tensive training through
Ultimate Canine located
in Indiana. DVFS chose
Ultimate Canine for its
thorough and intensive
training program, which
exceeds the AKC (Amer-
ican Kennel Club) re-
quirements. Additionally,
Ultimate Canine pro-
vided extensive training
and certification to four

handlers at the school.
Why a therapy dog?
Therapy dogs have

been active in school set-
tings for several years
and are growing in pop-
ularity due to the bene-
fits dogs bring to a com-
munity.
They help children

learn compassion, em-
pathy, responsibility, re-
spect and self-discipline.
Trained therapy dogs

offer comfort and non-
judgmental love. Studies
prove that even a brief
time with a dog can de-
crease levels of anxiety
and increase emotional
security.
In her short time on

the job, Lucy has vis-
ited classrooms, been an
attentive listener dur-
ing lower school read-
ing time, snuggled with

students in the counsel-
ors’ offices, posed for her
adoring “pupparazzi”
and provided joy to all!
Lucy was introduced

to the community dur-
ing an all-school gather-
ing on Dec. 5, and while
the students were very
excited to welcome her,
they demonstrated great
kindness and consider-
ation in not overwhelm-
ing Lucy as she was get-
ting used to her new sur-
roundings.
She spent the first cou-

ple of days in training
with her four handlers:
Upper School counselor
Beth Gray, Lower School
Assistant Director and
Lower and Middle
School counselor Christy
Zawadzkas, Lower and
Middle School Director
Jason Seggern and Di-

rector of Diversity, Eq-
uity & Inclusion Nic
James.
All of the students

have been great about
asking permission to pet
and interact with her
while she is wearing her

working harness — and
she has quickly become
a beloved member of the
DVFS family.
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Delaware Valley Friends welcomes new therapy dog

BISHOP SHANAHAN HIGH SCHOOL

Celebrating Catholic Schools Week

220 WOODBINE ROAD, DOWNINGTOWN, PA

610.343.6206 • www.shanahan.org

Enrolling Now for 2019 - 2020
Contact Us to Schedule Tours and Student Visit Days

7th Grade Visitation Day: March 20, 2019 - 8:30 AM - 1:30 PM
Spring Open House: April 4, 2019 - 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM

Seventh Grade Practice Test: April 6, 2019 - 8:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Apply today at shanahan.org!

Lower School
GRADES 3-5
Closing the gap in foundational
skills at just the right time

Middle School
GRADES 6-8
Rediscovering excitement
in learning

Learnmore atwww.dvfs.org/admissions
See our video atwww.dvfs.org/video

Delaware Valley Friends School

GRADES 3-12
610.640.4150 19 E. Central Ave., Paoli, PA

Building bright futures for
studentswho learn differently

Upper School
GRADES 9-12
Preparing for success
in college and beyond

DVFS is the only areaQuaker school dedicated to educating students
with learning differences in elementary through high school.

ACADEMICS | CHARACTER | COMMUNITY
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Kimber ton Waldor f
School has experienced un-
precedented growth across
the entire school but partic-
ularly in the area of parent-
child classes and the pre-K
programs (called the Rose-
bud Garden), requiring the
school to look at ways to ac-
commodate enrollment.
“Parents are looking for

more play-based education
instead of high-pressure
academics at an early age,”
says Tammi Stein, enroll-
ment specialist.
This certainly seems

to be the case with over
60 new enrollments from
parent-child through 12th
grade just this year.
Rosebud Garden is held

in an 1845 farmhouse and
maintains a warm, home-
like environment, allowing
children to be immersed in

a comforting and soothing
daily routine of play and im-
itation of chores. Children
are invited to explore and
assist with tidying, cooking,
baking and plenty of time
outdoors. Recent research
has shown that play-based
education that embodies a
plethora of activities inte-
grated in the school day en-
courages school readiness,
builds academic capacities
and creates a lifelong love
of learning.
The loving, natural en-

vironment has attracted
so many new families the
school was faced with the
problem of how to extend
this experience to more
people.
The school’s board, work-

ing with the Governing
Team and teachers, devel-
oped a vision and worked

tirelessly to find the re-
sources to make the vision
a reality.
Renovations are under-

way and are expected to be
completed in late spring.
K imber ton Waldor f

School is currently accept-

ing applications for its par-
ent-child and preschool
classes for the 2019-2020
school year. You are invited
to attend an open house
event or schedule a tour.
Visit kimberton.org for

more information.

EDUCATION

Kimberton Waldorf School expands pre-K program

Kimberton.org

Creating strong
foundations

for a lifetime
of learning

SCHEDULE A TOUR

Education that Matters

A morning of art,
science, reading, and
fun for 3 - 7 year olds.

Join Us for
Winter Fest

Saturday,
February 9th

Registration required:
westtown.edu/winter
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Cold, winter days can get
long and lazy. This Febru-
ary, Westtown School will
provide the perfect oppor-
tunity to exercise your little
one’s mind, body and cre-
ativity in a one-stop morn-
ing adventure.
Westtown teachers and

community volunteers will
lead families through an ac-
tive morning that is sure to
send everyone home for a
long winter’s nap.
On Saturday, Feb. 9,

Westtown School will host
the second annual Winter
Fest from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.
This event for children ages
3 to 7 is free and open to the
public. Pre-registration is a
must and is required for ad-
mission, as this event will
fill to capacity.
Attending families will

enjoy an interactive, fun
morning for the mind and
body exploring the arts and
sciences in the Westtown
School Athletic Center.
Young guest are invited to

try yoga and mindfulness,
make their own snow, run
an obstacle course, design
and create a natural bird
feeder and much more!
“During Winter Fest last

year, Westtown’s Athletic
Center buzzed with the en-
ergy of little ones, parents,
grandparents and friends
instead of the squeaks of
sneakers and thewhistles of
referees,” says Ellen Songle,

Westtown’s director of par-
ent engagement. “As fami-
lies walked between floors,
it was energizing to see chil-
dren playing with Cubet-
tos, building supports for
the marshmallow design
challenge, learning about
birds in their native habi-
tat, stretching their bodies
andminds in the dance stu-
dio and exploring all of the
other activities.”

EDUCATION

Westtown School to host
second annual Winter Fest

Educating Delaware and Chester Counties

THANKS TO OUR SPONSOR:

To register, visit
dccc.edu/stem-career-night
or call 610-723-4000.

Twelfth Annual

STEM Career Night
Thursday, February 21 | 5:30–7:30 p.m.

Marple Campus | Academic Building Lobby | 901 S. Media Line Road | Media, PA

Delaware County Community College
is an equal opportunity institution.

Discover Exciting Careers
in Science, Technology,
Engineering &Mathematics
n Learn about today’s high-growth,

high-paying careers from local employers

n Discuss transfer opportunities with
representatives from four-year schools

n Enjoy a panel discussion with faculty,
alumni and current students

n Learn about STEM scholarships, campus
resources and student organizations,
including the Women in STEM club

WIN A DELL TABLET!

Register to attend
and be entered to
win a Dell tablet!
Must be present to win.
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Planning ahead for the fu-
ture often involves having a
strong educational founda-
tion upon which a secure
and financially rewarding
career can be built. While
many students and families
give ample thought to where
they will attend college, tak-
ing such an approach to
high school can be benefi-
cial as well.
High school is a critical

time in a child’s life. Many
students simply attend their
local public high schools,
even if that school may not
be the best fit for the stu-
dent. It behooves families
to investigate other possi-
bilities they have to ensure
teenagers end up in the right
academic environment dur-
ing high school.
Public schools, private/re-

ligious institutions and spe-
cialty and vocational schools
may have different assets
that set them apart. There-
fore, students and their par-
ents can look at various fac-
tors to determine which
school will present them
with the right environment
and tools for success.
1. Identify needs and

wants. Have a frank discus-
sion as a family regarding
what the student is looking
to get out of the high school
experience, as well as which
settings help him or her
learn the best.
2. Look at programs of-

fered. Schools vary in their
offerings. Comprehensive
high schools offer a smor-
gasbord of courses to appeal
to as many students as pos-
sible. Magnet or specialty
schools may have special-
ized focuses, such as STEM,
communications, business
or art.
3. How much college

prep is desired? While most
schools offer Advanced
Placement courses that can
translate into college credit,
some offer specialty tracks

that enable high school stu-
dents to earn a high school
diploma and associate’s de-
gree concurrently.
4. Check out campus size.

The number of students on
campus and teacher-to-stu-
dent ratio can affect how
some students learn. Social
kids may like big schools,
while an intimate setting
may bring others out of their
shells.
5. Consider religious affil-

iations. Many families like a
faith-based program, and re-
ligious schools often blend
faith into their curriculum.
6. Pay attention to fi-

nances. Tuition costs can
impact which school a stu-
dent attends.

7. Map the school loca-
tion. Decisions also can be
based on how close a school
may be. Long commutes can
eat into extracurricular ac-
tivities or family time.
8. What clubs and activi-

ties are offered? School de-
cisions also can be based
on the activities that help
develop well-rounded stu-
dents. Athletes may seek
schools with strong sports
programs, for example.
Students can explore all

possibilities in their local
areas and beyond when de-
termining where to attend
high school.

Article courtesy of
MetroCreative
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Eight things to consider
when choosing a high school

PHOTO COURTESY OF METROCREATIVE

Academics, college preparation, campus size and
extracurricular activities all should be considered when
choosing a high school.

370 Central Avenue, Malvern, PA 19355 R 610-644-2551

Register online at www.vmahs.org

PRACTICE EXAM
7th graders
March 23 or 30

VISIT VILLA DAY
7th graders
May 13 or 14

PREVIEW BREAKFAST
6th & 7th graders & their families
April 8 or 10

Join us at our Spring 2019 events
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The No. 1 concern most
families have when mak-
ing the switch from a
brick-and-mortar school
to a cyber school is social-
ization.
When will my children

get the socialization skills
they need? Are there any
socialization opportuni-
ties? Will my child meet
new friends?
These are all questions

we hear fairly often.
When families decide

to enroll into PA Leader-
ship Charter School, we
like to be very up front:
as a student and as a fam-
ily, you will get out of the
cyber-school experience
what you put in.
One reason students

may opt for a cyber school
is because their schedule
does not allow for them

to be in a traditional set-
ting or that they find that
their school day consists
of “wasted time.” Students
find that with PALCS’ flex-
ible schedule, they have
more time in the day to fo-
cus on pursuing their pas-
sions. Families can choose
to participate in clubs, co-
ops, group activities or
travel that may otherwise
not be available due to a
traditional school day.
As a cyber school,

PALCS still offers many
different socialization
opportunities through-
out the year. From Mine-
craft Club to student gov-
ernment, students of all
ages meet online, and on
site, for fun and engaging
activities once a month.
PALCS also has many
field trips throughout the

year, as well as prom, se-
mester dances, school-
wide picnics and holiday
events.
Students make new

friends at PALCS through
virtual lessons, field trips
and instant messaging
students in their class.
In the same way mod-
ern technology enables us
to connect to friends and
family at any time, stu-
dents will certainly be
able to interact with their
friends by phone or com-
puter, in addition to see-
ing them in person.
Another common rea-

son families may opt for
cyber school is the flipside
of socialization: unhealthy
social environments. Fam-
ilies may find trouble in
their current school, like
bullying or other safety is-

sues. PALCS gives families
the opportunity to choose
what positive social activ-
ities to participate in and
remove ones that may be
harmful.
At PALCS, we under-

stand how important so-
cialization is. Not only
is it a crucial part of a
child’s development; so-
cialization is also key to
building and maintain-
ing healthy relationships.
There are many other
places and activities in
addition to the school set-
ting where children can
get the essential social in-
teraction that they need.
With a top-notch, indi-

vidualized education and
social interaction that
helps them grow, your
child could thrive with
PALCS.
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Socialization in cyber school
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Being the new kid in
school can be a tall or-
der for youngsters. Chil-
dren who change schools
may face a host of chal-
lenges that studies sug-
gest can affect both their
social and academic de-
velopment.
In a 2010 study that fol-

lowed students who en-
tered kindergarten in
1998 through 2007, the
Government Account-
ability Office found that
13 percent of students
changed schools four or
more times by the end of
eighth grade. Such mo-
bility can adversely af-
fect students, as a study
of 13,000 students in the
city of Chicago found
that children who had
changed schools four or
more times by the sixth
grade were roughly a year

behind their classmates.
In addition to the toll

transferring schools can
take on their academic
performance, students
also may experience dif-
ficulty assimilating into
their new schools. Though
there’s no formula to
make such transitions
easier, parents can try
various strategies to help
their kids successfully ad-
just to new schools.
• Speak with children

about the transition. Path-
ways.org, a not-for-profit
organization devoted to
providing free child de-
velopment information to
parents and health profes-
sionals, recommends par-
ents speak with their chil-
dren about transitioning
to a new school. Encour-
age children to share
what excites and worries

them about the transition.
The way parents discuss
transitions can go a long
way toward shaping how
kids view the change.
• Stay true to your rou-

tine. Pathways also recom-
mends parents of students
who are transitioning to
a new school do their best
to replicate first day of
school routines from years
past. Some familiar tra-
ditions might help calm
kids’ concerns about their
first day in a new school.
• Assimilate into a new

community before the
school year begins. The
education resource Ed-
week.org notes that the
most common causes of
students changing schools
are residential moves re-
lated to parents’ jobs or fi-
nancial instability. Par-
ents on the lookout for a

new job or those who may
need to relocate for finan-
cial reasons may want to
delay moving until the
current school year has
ended. Moving between
school years gives fami-
lies time to acclimate to
their new communities.
That means kids will get
time to make new friends.
Some familiar faces on
the first day at a new
school can go a long way
toward alleviating the
fears children may have.
• Volunteer at your

child’s new school. Paren-

tal involvement at school
can have a profound im-
pact on children. The Na-
tional Education Associ-
ation notes that children
whose parents are in-
volved at school are more
likely to perform academ-
ically than students whose
parents are uninvolved.
In addition, such stu-

dents are more likely to
have good attendance
and exhibit stronger so-
cial skills than children
whose parents do not in-
volve themselves in their
children’s school. It stands

to reason that students
transferring to a new
school may benefit from
parental involvement even
more than other students,
as seeing their parents ap-
proach a new school with
excitement and energy
may inspire children to
follow suit.
Transitioning to a new

school is not easy for
many students. But par-
ents can help smooth that
transition in various ways.
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Discover how a Malvern Prep education will
make a difference in your son’s life!

E X P E R I E N C E
MALVERN PREP

www.malvernprep.org/experience
484-595-1173 | 418 S. Warren Avenue Malvern, PA 19355

Malvern Preparatory School is an Augustinian School, Catholic and
Independent for young men in grades 6-12.

CUSTOMIZE YOUR EXPERIENCE
SCHEDULE YOUR VISIT TODAY!
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If you are searching for
the highest-quality Ap-
proved Private School for
your child with special
needs or if you are looking
for a rewarding career op-
portunity, Devereux Ad-
vanced Behavioral Health
is your answer.
Devereux — one of the

largest and most advanced
behavioral health care
nonprofit organizations in
the country — serves many
of the most vulnerable
members of our society in
the areas of autism, intel-
lectual and developmental
disabilities, specialty men-
tal health and child wel-
fare.
As part of its mission

to unlock human poten-
tial in people living with
emotional, behavioral and
cognitive differences, De-
vereux also wants to help
its students and employees
grow and flourish.

About our Approved
Private Schools

Located throughout
Chester County, Pa., De-
vereux Pennsylvania’s Ap-
proved Private Schools
support youths with emo-
tional, behavioral and cog-
nitive differences in dis-
covering their unique
strengths in a caring, nur-
turing and structured en-
vironment. Our compre-

hensive curriculum focuses
on helping students de-
velop skills that will enable
them to live as healthy and
socially connected individ-
uals within their commu-
nities.
Devereux Pennsylvania’s

schools include:
• Brandywine School

(day/residential): grades
one to 12; male youths
with learning disabili-
ties and emotional distur-
bances;
• The Center for Autism

Research and Education
Services (CARES; day): co-
ed youths, ages 6 to 21,
with autism spectrum dis-
orders (ASD), learning dis-
abilities and speech/lan-

guage disorders;
• Devereux Leo Kanner

Learning Center (day/resi-
dential): co-ed youths, ages
6 to 21, with ASD, intellec-
tual/multiple disabilities,
emotional disturbances
and speech/language dis-
orders;
• Mapleton School (day

and residential): grades
one to 12; co-ed youths
with ASD, emotional dis-
turbances and learning
disabilities.
Schools are licensed by

the Pennsylvania State
Board of Private Aca-
demic Schools and accept
4010 placements. Visit de-
vereuxpa.org for details.

Join the Devereux
team!
When it comes to find-

ing the right talent, De-
vereux is looking for indi-
viduals who have the com-
passion and desire to make
a positive impact in the
lives of others. Devereux
provides multiple options
to meet career interests.
Opportunities include: di-
rect support professionals,
case coordinators/man-
agers, special education
teachers, clinicians, nurses
and more.
So why should YOU join

Devereux?
We believe providing the

highest quality care for the

individuals we serve starts
with caring for our em-
ployees. Benefits include:
• Best in class medi-

cal, prescription and den-
tal plan choices, plus vol-
untary plans (e.g., vision,
life and supplemental in-
surance)
• 403(b) retirement plan

with matching benefit
• Professional develop-

ment and career planning
• Generous paid time-off

and health medical leave
• Flexible schedules; tu-

ition assistance; referral
awards
To search for available

jobs, visit http://jobs.de-
vereux.org.
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Devereux Advanced Behavioral Health —
unlocking human potential in students, staff

JOIN OUR TEAM!
Devereux Advanced Behavioral Health Pennsylvania’s Approved Private Schools – located in Downingtown, West Chester,

Malvern and Glenmoore – offer high-quality, innovative special education programs that work in tandem with families and school
districts to ensure that students can return to their local schools and communities with the tools they need to succeed.

Populations served: Intellectual / developmental disabilities, behavioral health and autism.

We are hiring Special Education Teachers and Educational Support Staff.

Apply today at jobs.devereux.org/pa
EEO / Drug-Free Workplace; Testing Required

PENNSYLVANIA
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The student-centered
approach at TCHS offers
students hands-on
career exploration using
state-of-the-art methods
and technology guided
by highly qualified
instructors with years of
industry experience.

Students connect
at TCHS, building
community and
opportunity in
relationships
with instructors,
administrators, colleges
and industry partners in
STEM fields, the arts and
skilled trades.

The future looks good on you.

Try on a career in:

TCHS is operated by the Chester County Intermediate
Unit, an equal opportunity employer and educator

www.TechnicalCollegeHighSchool.org

COMMUNITY DAY • APRIL 27
TCHS Pennock’s Bridge Campus
West Grove, PA

OPEN HOUSE • MARCH 12
TCHS Brandywine Campus
Downingtown, PA

OPEN HOUSE • MARCH 11
TCHS Pickering Campus
Phoenixville, PA

TCHS0119005

Get S’MORE Out
of Your Summer

Let BVA share its recipe for
online educational success!

Online summer school through
Brandywine Virtual Academy (BVA) can help
students recover a credit or explore new and
interesting electives to get ahead next year.
BVA’s diverse course offerings, flexible schedule
and teacher-student support create the perfect
ingredients for success this summer!

REGISTRATION OPENS

APRIL 1, 2019
www.bvapa.org/summer

Chester County Intermediate Unit
is an equal opportunity employer and educator

STEM

The Arts

Skilled Trades
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