
Cornerstone Preschool
provides a loving Christian
environment in which chil-
dren have an opportunity to
socially interact with oth-
ers, share feelings and pos-
sessions, learn to cooperate
and make a positive first
step toward independence.
Our teachers are dedi-

cated to seeing that our chil-
dren reach their individual
preschool potential in all ar-
eas of development: physi-
cal, intellectual, emotional,
social and spiritual.
Cornerstone’s Discov-

ery Program is a great first
building block for preschool.
The class is designed to help
2-year-olds to succeed in
learning to share and play
cooperatively with each
other, as well as to encour-

age independence, build
friendships and introduce
colors, shapes and struc-
tured learning times. Your
child must be 2 by Sept. 1 to
enroll in this class.
Our Builders Program is

designed for older 2-year-
olds and younger 3-year-
olds. This class offers your
child a chance to gain more
independence as they prac-
tice self-help skills, fine mo-
tor and large motor skills
and many important aca-
demic and school skills.
The Explorers Program

offers your child the oppor-
tunity to exploreGod’sworld
through an art- and litera-
ture-based thematic curric-
ulum. We provide positive
andmeaningful exploration
in math, creative art, music

and movement, dramatic
play and literature. The ex-
periences in this class are de-
signed for children turning 4
in the fall, winter and spring
and will lay the foundation
for Pre-K and kindergarten.
Our Pre-K class lays the

groundwork for your child’s
success in kindergarten.
Offered as a three-day or
a five-day program, social,
academic and fine and gross
motor skills are all devel-
oped through interactive
themes using social studies,
science, math, art and lan-
guage arts. Your child must
be at least 4 by Sept. 1 to be
eligible for this class.
Nurturing our children

through their early years is
our top priority. Their little
minds and hearts are grow-

ing quickly, and we take se-
riously the delicate art of
spiritual and intellectual
development.

Call 610-369-1507 for
more information or to set
up a tour, or visit us at www.
trinityboyertown.org or

Trinity Church, 250 Swein-
hart Road, Boyertown.
We look forward tomeet-

ing you.
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Cornerstone Preschool — where the love for learning begins

Immaculate Conception
Academyopened its doors to
our first students in Septem-
ber of 2003. At that time, we
had 175 students in kinder-
garten to eighth grade.
Since then,wehavegrown

to almost 300 students,
which include two preschool
programs, two kindergar-
ten classes, as well as first
through eighth grades.
TheeffectiveICAacademic

curriculum is enriched with
weekly specialty classes such
as art, music, library, phys-
ical education and media/
STEM. Our continued suc-
cess is based on love, learn-
ing and leadership — quali-
ties demonstrated every day
in our faculty, students and

families through excellence
in education and mutual re-
spect forall ofGod’s children.
Ourmotto is:Love,Learn-

ing, Leadership.
ICA isLove…Asmembers

of the ICA family, our stu-
dents, faculty and staff dem-
onstrate love, care, compas-
sion and respect in our inter-
actions with each other and
the outside community.
ICA is Learning … A

strong learning founda-
tion is built for all students
through a curriculum that
encompasses academic ex-
cellence in a faith-filled en-
vironment that prepares our
students to be lifelong learn-
ers.
ICA is Leadership …

Through various leadership
roles and activities, our stu-
dents are empowered topro-
vide service to their school,

parish, community and
world.
Our mission: Following

the Blessed Mother’s exam-
ple of care and compassion,
Immaculate Conception
Academy provides a faith-
filled, family centered envi-
ronment, where responsi-
ble leadership and charita-
ble service are modeled and
encouraged. In a secure set-
ting, we build a strong foun-
dationof faith throughexcel-
lence in education and mu-
tual respect for all of God’s
children.

OpenHouse
Immaculate Conception

Academy’s Winter Open
House will be Sunday, Jan.
27, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Call 610-404-8645 to

schedule a tour or visit
icaberks.org for more in-
formation.
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Immaculate Conception Academy —
love, learning, leadership
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Beingthenewkid inschool
can be a tall order for young-
sters. Children who change
schools may face a host of
challenges that studies sug-
gest can affect both their so-
cial and academic develop-
ment.
In a 2010 study that fol-

lowed students who en-
tered kindergarten in 1998
through 2007, the Govern-
ment Accountability Office
found that 13 percent of stu-
dents changed schools four
or more times by the end of
eighth grade. Such mobil-
ity can adversely affect stu-
dents, as a study of 13,000
students in the city of Chi-
cago found that childrenwho
had changed schools four or
more timesby the sixthgrade
were roughly a year behind
their classmates.
Inadditiontothetoll trans-

ferring schools can take on
their academic performance,
students alsomay experience
difficulty assimilating into
their new schools. Though
there’s no formula to make
such transitions easier, par-
entscantryvariousstrategies
to help their kids successfully
adjust to new schools.
• Speak with children

about the transition. Path-
ways.org, a not-for-profit or-
ganization devoted to pro-
viding free child develop-
ment information to parents
andhealthprofessionals, rec-
ommendsparents speakwith
their children about transi-
tioning to a new school. En-
courage children to share
what excites and worries
them about the transition.
Thewayparentsdiscuss tran-
sitions can go a long way to-
ward shaping how kids view
the change.
• Stay true to your routine.

Pathways also recommends
parents of students who are
transitioning to anew school
do their best to replicate first
day of school routines from

yearspast. Some familiar tra-
ditionsmight help calmkids’
concerns about their first day
in a new school.
• Assimilate into a new

community before the
school year begins. The edu-
cation resource Edweek.org
notes that themost common
causes of students changing
schools are residentialmoves
related to parents’ jobs or fi-
nancial instability. Parents
on the lookout for a new
job or those who may need
to relocate for financial rea-
sonsmaywant to delaymov-
ing until the current school
year has ended. Moving be-
tween school years gives
families time to acclimate to
their newcommunities. That
means kids will get time to
make new friends. Some fa-
miliar faces on the first day
at a new school can go a long
way toward alleviating the
fears children may have.
• Volunteer at your child’s

new school. Parental involve-
ment at school can have a
profound impact onchildren.
The National Education As-
sociation notes that children
whoseparentsare involvedat
school aremore likely to per-
form academically than stu-
dents whose parents are un-
involved.
In addition, such students

are more likely to have good
attendance andexhibit stron-
ger social skills than children
whose parents do not involve
themselves in their children’s
school. It standstoreasonthat
students transferringtoanew
school may benefit from pa-
rental involvementevenmore
thanother students, as seeing
their parents approach a new
school with excitement and
energy may inspire children
to follow suit.
Transitioning to a new

school is not easy for many
students. But parents can
help smooth that transition
in various ways.
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How to ease your child’s
transition to a new school

In a secure setting, we build a
strong foundation of faith through
excellence in education and
mutual respect for all of God’s
children.

Immaculate Conception Academy ICABERKS.ORG

ACCREDITED BY THE MIDDLE STATES ASSOCIATION ON ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS
Immaculate Conception Academy is a school of academics, arts and sciences with a
balanced curriculum that integrates faith, culture and life. ICA offers state of the art

technology which enhances our student’s education. All families are welcome at ICA.

• Preschool Program (2 days a week): Promoting in young children a love for God, themselves, and for learning.
• Pre-K Program (3 or 5 days a week, half or full day): Emphasizing social, cognitive, language, science and

mathematical skills. With weekly Art, Gym and Technology classes.
• Full Day Kindergarten - 8th grade: A strong learning foundation is built for all students through

a curriculum that encompasses academic excellence in a faith-filled environment that
prepares our students to be life-long learners.

903 Chestnut St., Douglassville, PA 19518
(610) 404-8645

Winter Open House
Sunday, January 27, 2019, 9 am-1 pm

Call to schedule a tour!
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As parents, we all have
hopes and dreams for our
children. But more impor-
tant than that are the de-
cisions we must make from
the moment they enter into
our lives and families.
One of the most seri-

ous decisions parents must
make when their children
reach school age is which
school will provide the ac-
ademic rigor they will need
to be contributing citizens
of the 21st century.
As they begin the jour-

ney of researching and se-
lecting the best school for
their child, parents should
visit, observe, question and
compare their options.
We at Saint Mary in

Schwenksville suggest that
the search begin with this
one thought in mind: The
only adults that spendmore
time with your child than
you are their teachers.
It makes sense that par-

ents would look for an ac-
ademic environment with
values consistent to those
at home.
Here are some facts about

Saint Mary Catholic School
that we believe will be help-
ful in deciding if our school
is what you and your family
are praying for.
Saint Mary Catholic

School is located in his-
toric Schwenksville, Pa. Our
school has been a model of
academic excellence since
1956 and continues to en-
rich and educate the young
minds who will become the
leaders of tomorrow.
Saint Mary Catholic

School is the parish school of
SaintMary Catholic Church,
not a regional school. Be-
cause of our long history
as a parish school, we are
blessed with faithful and
supportive alumni, and our
present students that feel a
great sense of pride in our

school. Our history gives ev-
idence of our leadership in
spiritual guidance and edu-
cational achievement.
Our accomplished and

dedicated faculty have a
combined total of 347 years
of teaching at Saint Mary
Catholic School. Our devoted
team of teachers strives to
inspire, nurture, enrich and
challenge our students to
reach for high achievement
in their individual studies,
as well as to respect and
strengthen their fellow stu-
dents, as they all follow the
example of the apostles and
Our Savior, Jesus Christ.
At Saint Mary Catholic

School, we recognize that all
children are created in the
image and likeness of God,
each gifted with unique tal-
ents and abilities. To meet
the needs of all our students,
Saint Mary Catholic School
has a highly skilled learning
support team of two teach-
ers who educate and accom-
modate studentswith learn-
ing differences and different
learning styles.
Our students are sur-

rounded by a community of
teachers, staff and students
who inspire and reassure
each other as they meet the
challenges of life. At Saint
Mary Catholic School, we
understand that academic
achievement and personal
growth require trial, error

and reflection. We focus on
teaching the whole child,
knowing that we learn for
life, not just for school.

Visual Arts
We at St. Mary strongly

believe that a well-rounded
arts curriculum fosters cre-
ative problem solving and
critical thinking; builds self-
esteem, self-expression, disci-
pline and perseverance; and
encourages collaboration.
We are happy to an-

nounce that our Visual
Arts Department now has
a ceramic kiln on site and
that ceramics will now be
included in our art curric-
ulum. In addition, our stu-
dents will experience fiber
arts, mixed media, art his-
tory and STEAM projects.
At Saint Mary Catholic

School, our students have
many opportunities to dis-
play their artwork both here
at school and in our sur-
rounding communities.

Performing Arts
In our music and per-

forming arts classes this
year, Saint Mary Catholic
School studentswill be sing-
ing, dancing and experienc-
ing the joy ofmusic and per-
forming arts through play-
ing a variety of instruments,
including recorders, hand
chimes, guitars and drums,
just to mention a few.
Theater arts will also be

experienced in the curricu-
lum.
In addition to English,

American Sign Language
(ASL), Spanish and Latin
languages will be used
in vocal music classes. At
SaintMary Catholic School,
we have two school choirs:
Cherubim and Seraphim.
Our students havemany op-
portunities to develop their
talent and perform for our
school and parish commu-
nity, as well as singing and
performing in public for
a variety of communities
from Souderton to Phila-
delphia. New to this year’s
list of performances that
our students will be pre-
senting is our dinner the-

ater on May 19 in the par-
ish’s Hedge Hall.
We at St. Mary believe

that music and the per-
forming arts hold a prom-
inent place in the spectrum
of arts and is of paramount
importance in the develop-
ment of the whole child.

Committed as a
Catholic School

Saint Mary Catholic
School recognizes the need
to adapt to an ever-chang-
ingworld, constantly updat-
ing educational strategies
and technology and infus-
ing our curriculum to offer
tools that will help students
maximize their potential.
With the commitment

of our devoted faculty and
staff, we are dedicated to
providing a safe, secure
learning environment that
fosters and supports inte-
gration across our curric-
ulum — religion, honors
math and algebra, language
arts, science, social studies,
foreign language, technol-
ogy, music, art and physi-
cal education.
The best way to know if

Saint Mary Catholic School
is the right school for your
child and your family is to
visit us. This will give you
an opportunity to meet the
administrators and teach-
ers, to get a “feel” for the
school and to experience the
atmosphere and personality.
At the end of the day, the

best school for your child is
a highly personal decision
based on your family, your
values and, most impor-
tant, the special interests
of your child.
Please consider enroll-

ment at Saint Mary Catho-
lic School as the beginning
of a beautiful life journey for
your child, your “Most Valu-
able Treasure.”
Call SuzetteMoyer at ext.

244 at any time and arrange
to have a personal tour for
your family.
Saint Mary Catho-

lic School is located at
40 Spring Mount Road,
Schwenksville, PA 19473.
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Have you considered a Catholic education for your child?
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Explore the benefits when you
choose Saint Mary Catholic School

660 N. Charlotte Street, Pottstown
Phone: 610-323-9435

Email: graceearlylc@gmail.com

Register Now for Current or Fall Classes!

GraCE Early
lEarNiNG CENtEr

Summer
Camp Classes
are available

from
May 28th - aug. 30th

1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 year old Morning and
Full Day Classes Available 6:30AM - 5:30PM

Discovery Class designed for 2 year olds - 2 Day and 3 Day Programs Available
Builders Class designed for 2 and 3 year olds - 2 Day, 3 Day and 5 Day Programs Available

Explorers Class designed for 3 and 4 year olds - 2 Day, 3 Day and 5 Day Programs Available
PreK Class designed to prepare 4 and 5 year olds for Kindergarten - 3 Day and 5 Day Programs Available

CORNERSTONE
PRESCHOOL

250 Sweinhart Road at Trinity Church, Boyertown
A CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOL

Where the Love of Learning Begins

CORNERSTONE
PRESCHOOL

Enroll Now For Fall 2019!

www.trinityboyertown.org

No Day Care

Call 610-369-1507
Or Contact us at

SAINTMARY
CATHOLIC SCHOOL

BENEFITS WHEN YOU CHOOSE

40 Spring Mount Road, Schwenksville, PA 19473
www.smsk-8.org • 610.287.7757 ext 244

COME SEE US! • PRE-K to GRADE 8

Affordable Tuition • Challenging Academic Curriculum
Outstanding Performing and Fine Arts Programs

Honors Math and Algebra • Spanish K-8
Before and After School CARES • Dedicated Faculty

Agnus Dei Academy Pre-School 3 and 4's

Learning Today, Leading Tomorrow.

SAINT MARY CATHOLIC SCHOOL
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St. Teresa of Calcutta
Parish is expanding to the
final phase of development.
Groundbreaking for the

construction of theMinistry
Center will take place this
spring. The Ministry Cen-
ter will serve as a valuable
building to students, ad-
ministrators and the parish
community. The first floor
will be the new junior high
school andwill contain four
classrooms. The classrooms
will be equipped with the
technology for a junior high
curriculum. There will be a
lecture/dining hall and a
recreational group learn-
ing space. The junior high
school will provide a ma-
ture learning environment
so adolescents can maxi-
mize their learning poten-
tial. The second and third
floors of the Ministry Cen-
ter will provide additional
office space and conference
rooms for our parish staff.
Adequatemeeting areas for

our various parish commu-
nityministries will be avail-
able on these floors.
St. Teresa of Calcutta

Parish and Education Cen-
ter are blessed to be im-
mersed in a growing com-
munity in Limerick Town-
ship.
Please join us on Sun-

day, Jan. 27, at 1 p.m. for

our open house at the Edu-
cation Center. You will have
the opportunity to meet
our dedicated teachers and
staff, tour our Blue Ribbon
School and get the great ex-
perience of our school com-
munity.
We are located at 256

Swamp Pike, Schwenks-
ville, PA 19473.
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St. Teresa of Calcutta Parish anticipates
ground breaking for new building

Grace Early Learning
Center has been a pre-
school provider in the Pott-
stown area for more than
50 years.
Today, GELC offers both

half-day classes, as well
as full-day extended care
classes for children ages
1 to 5 to accommodate all
of your child’s educational
needs.
Classes are available

for families interested in
a half-day program of-
fered on Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday; Tuesday
and Thursday; or Monday
through Friday for most
age groups.
GELC offers full-day

care with hours from 6:30

a.m. to 5:30 p.m. daily.
Grace Early Learning

Center offers a unique
program called Grace Ex-
plorers, which gives chil-
dren the option of having
a 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. program
for ages 1 to 5. Addition-
ally, Lunch Bunch is avail-
able for half-day students
wanting to extend the day
until 1 p.m.
Grace Early Learning

Center accepts state subsi-
dized care.
Grace Early Learn-

ing Center is a Christian-
based childcare setting,
located in Grace Lutheran
Church at 660 N. Charlotte
St. in Pottstown. GELC is
licensed through the De-

partment of Human Ser-
vices. GELC is also part of
PA Keystone Stars, having
recently earned Star #2.
GELC offers gym class

twice a month, music once
a month and special visi-
tors monthly. Field trips
are offered several times
per year.
For more information

about our school, visit us at
graceschoolpottstown.org
or facebook.com/gracear-
lylc. If you are interested
in seeing what makes our
school special, please call
us at 610-323-9435 to set
up at tour and see why stu-
dents at Grace Early Learn-
ing Center are “learning
with love.”
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Grace Early Learning Center
has been offering preschool
for more than 50 years
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St. Gabriel’s Good Shepherd Learning
Center provides safe, caring environment
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St. Gabriel’s Good Shep-
herd Learning Center is lo-
cated at 422 East, Douglass-
ville.
We offer daycare for in-

fants through 12 years of
age from6a.m. to 6 p.m. and
preschool andpre-Khalf-day
sessions from9a.m. to noon.
We provide a safe, warm,

caring environment en-
riched by Christian values.
A Keystone STAR 4 facility.
For information, call 610-

385-1933.

Caring for the Good Shepherd’s children…

...by nurturing the child within.

St. Gabriel’S
Good Shepherd learninG Center

Unique STAR 4 Child Care Program

Rt. 422 E., Douglassville • 610-385-1933 • www.sggslc.com

PRESCHOOL
Tuesday and Thursday, 9am-12pm

DAYCARE
Infants - 12 years, 6am-6pm

PRE-KINDERGARTEN
Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 9am-12pm
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