Sammy & Jeff

Burnin’ Love

Lauren & Joel
Growing in Love
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Call & Schedule Your Special Day!

Group Packages for Your Wedding Party

* Acrylic Nails -Dip Powder

* Manicure « Spa Pedicure
or Full Set -

* French Tip
« Solar Nails

Cali Nails < «*

(712){33959466/=Great|lakes|Malll=iSpirit|Lake 00

SERVICES

«Botox « Fillers « Coolsculpting
_eLiposuction e Varicose Veins
o Laser Peels « Breast Surgery
& Much More

Dr. Ronald Kolegraff, MD FAS Nicole Stall, NP—CDNP
Ei Like us on facebook « rebeyou.com » 712-332-6001

PHOTO CREDIT:

& 2  =EN cumMings

0 N

Rehearsal Dinner Planning Pointers

Rehearsal dinners are customarily held after couples and
their bridal parties walk through the wedding ceremony. Re-
hearsals may occur
one or two nights
before the actual
wedding,depending
on the availability of
the wedding venue.
Rehearsal dinners
tend to be less formal
than wedding recep-
tions, but couples
should still prioritize
planning to ensure their dinner goes off without a hitch.

* Confirm whois paying for dinner. Tradition once suggested
that the groom’s parents pay for the rehearsal dinner while

TRUSTED
DIAMOND EXPERTS

SPIRIT LAKE

LVER

the bride’s parents foot the bill for the wedding. But perhaps
due to the rising cost of weddings, many couples no longer
feel beholden to such traditions. If couples are financing their
own weddings, parents of both the bride and groom may want
to pay for the rehearsal dinner. If parents are splitting the cost
of the wedding, then couples themselves may want to pay for
the rehearsal dinner. Confirm who is paying and if there is a
budget to work with before booking a restaurant. This way

WHERE LOV% g%

GREAT LAKES MALL <« SPIRIT LAKE,

OLID

IA + 712-336-5405 + SPIRITLAKESILVERANDGOLD.COM

there is no confusion once the bill is brought to the table.

*Give consideration to bridal party members’ dietary restric-
tions. Couples may not want to book a seafood restaurant if a
handful of guests have shellfish allergies. So before booking a
restaurant for the rehearsal dinner, couples can ask members
of their bridal party and other attendees if they have any food
allergies.

* Emphasize location. Couples whose bridal party includes
out-of-towners should look for a restaurant that’s close to the
wedding hotel and/or the ceremony site to host their rehearsal
dinner. Ideally, one that’s within walking distance of both
makes getting to and from a lot easier. Regardless of where the
restaurant is located, make sure to arrange for transportation
for any out-of-town guests who are not planning to drive to
the wedding.

e Inform guests about the dress code. Rehearsal dinners
tend to be laid back affairs, but members of the bridal party
may be uncertain about what to wear. Couples should inform
rehearsal dinner guests well in advance of the wedding if the

|
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dinner will be casual, semiformal or formal. This gives guests
the time to shop for and pack their attire for the night, and
saves couples the trouble of answering wardrobe inquiries in
the busy final days before the wedding.

e Toast the guests. Brides and grooms are toasted at their
wedding receptions, butrehearsal dinners afford happy couples

the chance to thank their closest friends and family members
for their love and support. Plan to give a brief toast to loved
ones at the dinner. Grooms may also want to use this oppor-
tunity to toast their brides-to-be, thanking them for all their
efforts planning the wedding.

Rehearsal dinners typically are fun, less formal affairs.
But even the least formal dinners require some planning.
eometrocreativeconnection

~In S'rore Bridql Registry~
MONDAY-FRIDAY 9-6:30
SATURDAY 9-5:30
SUNDAY 12-5

GREAT LAKES MALL | SPIRIT LAKE | 712.336.1000

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
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— by Mary Meinking Chambers

Warm, friendly Sammy Spies was born
and raised in Spirit Lake, Iowa. When she
went off to study business at Minnesota State
University,in Mankato, she brought along her
warm-heartedness.

It wasn’t long before Sammy was intro-
duced to a fellow business major and Mav-
erick football player, Jeff Burns. “There was
an instant attraction and sparks!” Sammy
exclaimed. Romance began to kindle in the
fall of 2013, after their first date at Panera
Bread. They enjoyed weekly bowling outings
and dinners at Tav on the Ave. Their love soon
heated up when they graduated in 2015 and
both found jobs in the Minneapolis area.

During their visit to the Lakes over the
Fourth of July weekend in 2017, Jeff decided
tofuel the flames on their relationship. On July
2, while walking on the Arnolds Park Pier,
Jeff dropped down to one knee right above
Sammy’s Grandma Nelda’s memorial brick.
Jeff proposed and Sammy said, “Yes!” when
presented with the beautiful pear-shaped Halo
diamond engagement ring from Spirit Lake
Silver and Gold.

The heat was turned up on bridal plans to
make the fall 2018 wedding date. The first hot
item on the to-do list was the dress. Sammy
found her ivory lace bodice with a gathered
tulle skirt gown at Bella Bridal Boutique in
Woodbury, Minnesota. The attendants chose
various styles of burgundy dresses from there
as well. The guys’ dark gray suits were from
Men’s Warehouse. Their fall wedding colors
were burgundy, dark gray and light blue.

As the big day approached, they chose
Hy-Vee Floral, in Spirit Lake, for the flowers.
“We had BEAUTIFUL florals! It was exactly
whatThad envisioned. Amber used a beautiful
mix of silver dollar eucalyptus; succulents;
vendela white, ivory and burgundy roses;
dusty miller; burgundy dahlias; burgundy
astilbe; and leucadendron,” Sammy said.

The rehearsal dinner was held upstairs at
TheRitz.Pizza,beeftenderloin, fried chicken,
mashed potatoes and salads were enjoyed by
the bridal party, friends and family.

Onthebigday,September 15,2018,Sammy
and the attendants were transformed into
steaming beauties. They had their nails done
at Cali Nails. Their hair was done at Aspasia
Salon and Spa. And their makeup was done at
Boji Breeze Face and Body, all of Spirit Lake.

Clint Loveall officiated the wedding cer-
emony at the First Presbyterian Church in
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Spirit Lake. This big day was permanently
burned into the couple’s memory.

After the ceremony, the happy couple and
bridal party were whisked away in the Boji
Rides party bus to celebrate and tour the lakes.
“All our out-of-town guests told us how beau-
tiful and amazing the Great Lakes area is!”
Sammy said. After theride, they were dropped
off at their reception at Majestic Pavilion in
Arnolds Park.

The delicious food was provided by River
City Eatery in Windom, Minnesota. Happy
hour included a “Midwestern Dip Bar” with
pig wings, chips, veggies and four artisan dips
(buffalo bleu,house-made ranch,creamy BBQ
and aged cheddar). Dinner included honey
balsamic roast beef, parma rosa chicken with
green beans, carrots and herb mashed potatoes.

“Naked cakes” on glass pedestals were
the centerpieces on each guest table. Kim
Ingwersen of Lake Park made chocolate cakes
with fudge filling, vanilla cakes with fudge
or raspberry filling and lemon cakes with
raspberry filling.

The reception ended at the Pavilion and
the guests moved to Captain’s Getaway in
Arnolds Park. The wedding dance featured
the live band Flash Mob! who entertained the
crowd for hours with their pop/rock songs.
The sizzling newlywed couple danced to “At
Last” by Etta James as their first dance. They
were invited to come up on stage with the
band and even surfed the crowd. “We love
the band FlashMob! They were everything we
had hoped for and more,” exclaimed Sammy.

Emma Dau Photography captured the day
in pictures. “Our photos turned out exactly as
we hoped,” Sammy said.

The Burns couple received many lovely
gifts from their bridal registry at Interiors of
Spirit Lake, Williams Sonoma and Target.

Jeff and Sammy took a “mini-moon”
vacation to Duluth for a few days after the
wedding. An extended honeymoon is set for
April when they’ll attend a college friend’s
wedding in the Bahamas.

Jeff is an IT Project Manager and Sammy
isaSocial Media/Digital Marketing Specialist
in the Twin Cities. They just purchased their
first home in Eagan, Minnesota.

Congratulations Sammy and Jeff! May your
“Burnin’ Love!” last a lifetime and your lives
together be filled with much joy and happiness.

“A Joyful Heart is the inevitable result of
a Heart Burning with Love.” ~Mother Teresa
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us make it the day of your dreams!

Bridal Registry
day!
\We'otferaunigue take on
BridallRegistries at:Mary's
Gift'Shoppe. We create
anundividual display with
“each couple’s selected
reglstry items, which

asv to'shop!
great selection
gs and tissue

to wrap your.gifts - we
evenhelpassemble the

FLORAL: Let our
experienced floral designers
| create your dream bridal

and gorgeous decor to
accent your wedding theme
and colors.

- CATERING: From simple
<~ .
jei  rehearsal dinners to elegant

black-tie dinnersl let our BAKERYFrom traditional (ol \ - - p— === paCkage'
catering staff helo vou cakes, fresh fried donuts 5| . f S7 ﬁ ; -
choose ?he perfeth) r)111ea| to Cheesecake Factory ?ﬁ: (s:ou ‘i:hll,:g z:: It“:a:(o;
for your guests. cheesecakes, let our bakery itin? g k d
team assist you in making . glﬁ.a“ Sl ey g
your day perfect. shipyour:selectionitoyoujoritheicouple!iGall} u 1°712-336-1643.
Hipping; SII
All'couplesireceive orelGift Certlflc eir reglstry iSpostedito our
OA) DISCOUNT when you order facehook page whenthey register at Mary's Gift Shoppe'
from all 3 departments

gl/ee. c.iriz-336-6135 % £ S -

EMPLOYEE OWNED

1500 18th St. - Spirit Lake O SEt UP your private consultation. ROMEIdCCOT @ ST SROPPL
336-4302

3001 Aurora Ave. | Spirit Lake, IA | 712-336-1643 ot
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, _ Rated The Barn as the
Wil MOST POPULAR WEDDING
UL/ mOKOBO JI < VENUE in lowa for 2019

"the perfect romantic spot to
commit to 'till death do us part”

® SYBARN

E3 Nestled on a hill in tbe heart qf Okobqu

'.,E,, (.S) 0/7 twfotwé_mw&de:tem
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oMade from Scratch Food
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BOOK YOUR WEDDING TODAY! Call 712-330-7158

2325 41+ Street | Spirit Lake, IA | www.TheBarnAtOkoboji.com | cell: 605-310-7801


http://www.TheBarnAtOkoboji.com
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Our beautiful facilities on the shores of Lake Okoboji are
available year-round at affordable prices. The newly renovated
Majestic Pavilion holds up to 300 guests. At the Park, you’re never
too far from the lake. Call 712-332-2183 for more details.
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Uptown Spirit Lake
Phone 712-336-2862
Mon.-Fri. 9:30am to 5:30pm
Sat. 9:30am to 4:30pm

www.evanstuxedos.com

Perfect Tux... Perfect Fit'

SAVE THE DATE

Otabgji Ol eddings EBvidal %w

BY GRAND OC

Sunday ~ February 17, 2019

Noon to 4:00pm
$5.00 Admission

Wimbledon Room ~ Arrowwood Resort ~ Okoboii Towa
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GRAND OCCASIONS

EVENT DESIGN & RENTALS

Tables & Chairs, Linens, Decor, Furniture, Plates, Wine Glasses,
Flatware, Silk Flower Arrangements

For booth space call 712-336-2759 or email okobojiweddings@mediacombb.net

912 Lake St. Spirit Lake Towa ~ 712.336.2759
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THANKS TO OUR SHOW SPONSORS
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cruises@okobojiboatworks.com

(o] Ko' BOJI 712.332.9904

BOAT WORKS 1401 Lake Shore Drive

g P Okoboji, 1A
www.okobojiboatworks.com

-Bachelor -Bachelorette -Rehearsal Dinners -Ceremonies -Receptions
-Anniversaries -Yow Renewals -Birthdays -Business Events -Just For Fun!

9 Excursion Boats:
Cruise more than one together for even bigger groups!

-FISH HOUSE capacity 120 -MISS CHIEVIOUS capacity 100
-KON-TIKI capacity 70 -DIAMOND LADY capacity 60
-BIGFOQOT BARGE capacity 60 -BAREFOOT BARGE capacity 40
-CARIBBEAN CRUISER capacity 35 -JEZEBELL capacity 25

b et us help you express those with beautlful flewers
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events@parksmarina.com
712.332.7303
At Parks Marina
24457 178th Street
Okoboji, IA

B E)A’KAETO K%BLOLJJ‘ B www.parksboatclub.com

LOCATED AT PARKS MARINA
OVERLOOKING BFEAUTIFUL EAST LAKE OKOBOJI
Seating for 200-300 - Indoor & Outdoor! 71233605012

°
B“Slness 1823 18th St. « Spirit Lake, IA « 51360 o

-Weddings -Receptions -Conventions -Corporate Meetings _
-Holiday Parties -Baby Showers -We Can Accommodate Any Event! - TOday® businesstodayusa.com

“Tomorrow’s Solutions” email: info@businesstodayusa.com
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— by Jantina Carney

“Marriage... it's a lot like picking raspber-
ries from the garden, you need to work at it
every day to not let the fruit get buggy.” Great
advice from Lauren's father, given to the bride
and groom on their wedding day, September
15,2018. Like a garden, the story of Lauren
Boggess and Joel Christensen has grown over
many years as the two started dating over a
decade ago in 2004, just before starting their
freshman year of high school at Estherville-
Lincoln Central. Many nights spent studying
together, watching movies and taking hiking
trips led to the proposal at the top of Yosem-
ite Falls, and very soon after, the plans for
an Okoboji wedding started to take place.

Lauren's first mission was to find her dress,
and she didn't have to travel far. A Heavenly
Celebration in Emmetsburg had exactly what
she was looking for.““The dress sets the theme
for the entire wedding,” Lauren mentioned
— an elegant deep V neck, champagne dress
with intricate floral details. The Maid of
Honor and bridesmaids had the freedom to
pick their own dresses as long as they stayed
within the color scheme — Lauren wanted to
make sure the girls were comfortable. She
loved their individual style and colors that
were chosen, they all did a perfect job when
finding their dress. Ferguson's Floral in Spirit
Lake provided the bridal bouquets which also
stayed within the color scheme of blush pink,
peach, mustard and purples.

Joel and his groomsmen kept it simple
yet classic in blue suits. Joel mentioned that
the entire day was so much fun. As he and
his friends prepared for the day in the James
Bond Suite at the Okoboji Commons Hotel
in Okoboji, lots of laughs and memories were
shared between this group of guys who have
been friends for many years.

Joel had surprised Lauren in April of
2016, right before their engagement, with
the purchase of a new home in Spirit Lake.
This provided the backdrop for their first look
pictures. The photographer, Hallie Hammer,
from Wild Air Studios out of Des Moines,
captured the day perfectly, including the
ceremony which took place at Parks Marina
Boat Club on East Lake Okoboji.

The day was very warm and quite windy,
but overall it was a day that Lauren could
do all over again. “It truly had been the best
day of our life together thus far”. After the
ceremony the wedding party took a boat ride
provided by Joel's dad, Steve Christensen.

Everyone had so much fun. It was a great
time to relax and unwind before the reception
at Snappers Turtle Bay Cafe.

Lauren and Joel chose the venue at Parks
Marinabecause it was new and it just felt right
the minute they took the tour. They chose 3
different sliders, a salad and dessert bar for
their menu. Lauren said “it was perfect. The
staff was so accommodating and everyone
had fun. The food was tremendous!”

The evening was followed by a reception
where Pinnacle Productions and DJ Kellen
Moe worked closely with Lauren so she
could surprise Joel by singing Stay with You
by John Legend. That was for sure a moment
that they will both remember for many years
to come. The bridal party and guests danced
into the evening after the Father/Daughter
and Mother/Son dance to Isn't She Lovely by
Stevie Wonder.

The evening continued at the Okoboji
Commons Hotel in the James Bond Suite for
the after party. Lauren mentioned that it was
so nice having a place to go back to where
everyone could be together after the big day.
“It was perfect”.

After a honeymoon to Thailand for two
weeks the couple resides in Spirit Lake with
their beloved dog Bella. Joel is employed by
Christensen Construction of Estherville and
Lauren works at Matt Furniture in Spencer.

My wish for this adventurous couple is a
beautiful life filled with traveling the world,
lots of laughs and mostly unconditional love.
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Dr. Alfred & Sheila Klein of Spirit Lake
Married June 5, 1948

Ronald & Annette Potter of Fostoria
Married June 26, 1955

FROM OUR FILES
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60 Years
Pat & Jerry Westcotts of Milford
Married June 2, 1958

Ken & Hope Rimmer of Spirit Lake
Married April 10, 1946

60 Years
Duane & Pat Ellis of Spirit Lake
Married August 17, 1958

Ken & Dorene Westergard of Graettinger
Married August 26, 1953

Del & Dee Block of Spirit Lake
Married June 27, 1948

60 Years
Jack & Jean Hardie of Spirit Lake
Married November 8, 1958

60 Years
Loren & Janice Wilson of Milford
Married August 10, 1958

60 Years
Dick & Donna Christoffer of Spirit Lake
Married August 4, 1958
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66 Years
David (Bud) & Betty McClure
Married February 7, 1954

Y el

65 Years

Clayton & Billie Schuett of Spirit Lake
Married November 28, 1953

7 Wedding Tricks To Make The Big Day Easier

Wedding planning is no small task. From
sending out engagement announcements to
gifting guests with take-
home favors, a couple
will pour over scores of
details as they plan their
weddings.

As if selecting a pho-
tographer or choosing the
right passed appetizers
isn’t challenging enough,
some unknown variables
are sure to pop up on the
big day as well. Couples
can take their cues from
others who have walked
the aisle before them with
these tricks of the trade,
which may help couples’
wedding days go smoothly.

1. Host everything at a
single location. Couples
who want to simplify their
wedding day can select a
site that can host the ceremony and recep-
tion and also house guests. The cost of such
facilities may be more affordable than couples
think, as transportation costs will be minimal
and the venue may offer discounts on group
packages.

2. Think about a day coordinator. Couples
who cannot afford a wedding planner to handle
all of the details often find that a day-of-service
provider is within their budget. This person
can handle all of the details of the wedding
day so brides and grooms can fully immerse
themselves in the festivities.

3. Bring extra cash. Unexpected expenses
may pop up. Couples may have tofeed an extra
member of the band or a guest who was able
to get a babysitter at the last minute. Brides

and grooms may want to offer a bigger tip
than anticipated to the waitstaff or deejay who
went above and beyond.

4. Learn how to bustle.
Walking around with
a free-flowing train all
day can become tiring
for brides. Brides should
make sure that one person
practices how to bustle the
train and will step in to do
so for the reception. Also,
it may not be the height
of fashion, but having a
garbage bag on hand can
keep the train clean dur-
ing inclement weather,
or if the bride has to trek
across grass or soil for
photo opportunities.

5. Give an outgoing per-
son a job. Enlist a boister-
ous friend or family member to wrangle guests
for photo opportunities. He or she can be the
photographer’s helper and give the happy
couple one less thing to do.

6. Stock the bathroom. Some venues will
have courtesy items for their guests, but
couples also should bring their own neces-
sities, such as breath mints, toothpaste, extra
pantyhose, hairspray, lip gloss,and/or sanitary
pads.

7. Be all smiles. Couples can’t predict
everything that will happen on their wed-
ding day, but they can help create the
mood. Smiling couples can make things
better for everyone, even when zippers
break or someone gets the chicken instead
of the salmon. emetrocreativeconnection

Celebrate with Us!

Our Clubhouse has the
perfect Party Rooms for you...

* Weddings e Graduations
® Anniversaries ® Banquets

Recerion

Béailtiful -~
urroundings for a
Memorable Day !,

gm.s’za[c[ &‘7[ L'[[i

e Birthdays ... or any occasion!
Gl Ol

Hwy. 71 S. ¢ Arnolds Park

712-332-7100 * golfemeraldhills.com

JS
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912 Okoboji Ave - Milford - 712-759-1260 - classysassyconsignments@gmail.com

All Occasion Rental

+ Decorations « Centerpieces - Wedding Props -
« Dance Floor « Vases « Photo Frames «
« And So Much More -

m@d@ @W/

+ Weddings - Family Reunions - Backyard BBQs -
' ; ; « Graduation Parties - Birthday Parties
K ; + And So Much More! «
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Get the Most Out of Bridal Shows and Wedding Events

Recently engaged couples may be excited to get a jump on wedding
planning. Bridal shows can be a great way for couples to meet and
familiarize themselves with local wedding professionals, all the while
introducing themselves to the terminology of wedding planning.
Though they’re a great source of information, contacts and samples,
bridal shows also can be a bit overwhelming. Learning how to maximize
time spent at shows can help couples plan their weddings as efficiently
as possible.

e Start small. If the idea of large crowds is unappealing, attend the
more intimate, boutique shows that are often held at local reception halls
and restaurants instead of the larger installations at convention centers
and hotels.

* Scout out vendors. Check the bridal show’s website for lists of
exhibitors and see if your desired vendors are on the list. But even if
they’re not, keep an open mind and use the show as a chance to compare
offerings. If an event map is available, marking off must-visit booths
can help save time.

* Pre-register. Pre-registering for bridal events saves time at check-in,
and doing so may make you eligible for discounted tickets.

&> Wedding Music for Any Style!

Live Music for your
Wedding and/or Dance!

Any decade! 60’s to Today

" Duo or Full Band!

“Songs from the Best Times of Your Life!”

‘ Booking: Gary at 712-330-8843
o Facebook.com/boonandlambert
Facebook.com/rockalacarteboji

THE LAKES NEWS SHOPPER - Wedding G

* Come prepared. Chances are each vendor is going to ask couples
for information so that they can follow up with a phone call or email
with more detailed offerings and estimates. Couples attending the show
can expediate the process by coming equipped with labels that feature
their names, contact information and wedding date. They can then stick
the labels on sign-in sheets or use them like business cards.

* Dress comfortably. Bridal expos involve alot of walking and roam-

ing around. Wear comfortable clothing and shoes. Consider a backpack | df

or hands-free bag so you are not weighed down when collecting the
swag and other handouts throughout the day.

* Ask questions. When face-to-face with vendors, rely on their ex-
pertise but don’t hesitate to ask questions concerning themes, colors,
recommendations for honeymoon locations, invitation paper sugges-
tions, and much more.

* Stay for the fashion show. Many shows will offer a runway experi-

ence to present the latest gown and tuxedo offerings. This can be an |

entertaining way for couples to formulate their wedding styles.

Wedding shows introduce couples to vendors and set them on the 2
path to making decisions regarding the planning of their weddings. |-

emetrocreativeconnection
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BOJI BREEZE

FACE & BODY

Spray Tans
& Wedding
Makeup

Chelsie Stettnichs,
Makeup Artist

2301 Circle Drive W
Suite C
Spirit Lake, 1A 51360

712-330-7812
bojibreezetan.com

o

712.240.0298 or 712.240.0299

www.mccrearyscreativecatering.com
email: cassie@mccrearyscreativecatering.com

cCreary’s

BIG OR SMALL, WE CATER THEM ALL

Homemade Delicious Foods
Create Your Own Menu

Bridal Showers ® Rehearsal Dinners
Receptions ® And All Occasions

605 N. Grand Ave.
SPENCER, IOWA

Creative

Catering

Southwest Minnesota
& Northwest lowa's Premier DJ
Entertainment

e Up-lighting

e Karaoke

DJ Jeff Stephens
Jackson, MN 56143

507.841.0900

e Award Winning Customer Service
e Master of Ceremony
e Ceremony Sound

e Slide Show Services
e Personal Monogram

e Head Table Backdrop

e LED Crystal Columns
e Online Planning Tools

AS A BRIDE & GROOM TO BE...
Recognizing the right DJ makes all the difference!

www.blueridgeroadshow.com

()
(Y) WEDDINGWIRE
COUPLES’ CHOICE

AWARDS’

2019



http://www.blueridgeroadshow.com

>

e Table Linens e Sashes

e Drapes e Chair

¢ Napkins Covers
R ¢ Elegant

¢ Runners Overlays

Check out our rental options
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CAMPUS

CLEANERS”

& LAUNDERERS

=X —
e =

Specializing in making your

;?}2-3/20-7804 e diane.chaplin@mchsi.com

day yours.

~ N ¥,

Preserve Your Memories!

Professional

BRIDAL GOWN

Cleaning and Preservation

1710 Ithaca Ave., Spirit Lake ¢ 712-336-3391
511 3rd Ave., Sheldon, IA ¢ 712-324-4047

Sunshine Foods in Milford is now a dry cleaning pick up and drop off site.

What a Blossed %7/

God's Blessings be with you as You Begin Your
Life Together filled with Joy & Happiness
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| Faith Community
| Church of Milford

805 Okoboji Avenue * Milford
Phone: 712.338.4642

Web: faithcommunitymilford.com

Unconventional Wedding Menu Ideas

Traditionally, one of the

more memorable aspects of
wedding receptions is the
food. Whether it was fun, tasty
or something entirely new for
guests, food tends to leave a
lasting impression.
The experts at Boho Wed-
dings say that, more than ever
before, couples are seeking
menu ideas that reflect their
personalities as a couple as
they seek to make a statement
at their events. Celebrating
with delicious, unique foods
can make receptions that
much more amazing.

Bite-sized bursts - Tapas
and a movement toward
small bites has started to take
hold at wedding receptions.
Such a choice allows guests
to try many different flavors
without filling up too quickly.
From sliders to mini grilled
cheese to soup shots to bite-
sized pizzas, many of these
small bites feature flavors

borrowed from familiar com-
fortfoods — justpresented on
a miniature scale.

Comfort stations and bars
- Couples who love comfort
food canputitondisplay with
a crostini station, a mashed
potato bar, a chicken and
waffles station, a gourmet
popcorn snack station, or a
ramen noodle bar.

Food trucks/carts - Out-
door weddings can be en-
hanced with the addition of
trendy food trucks. These
restaurants on wheels can
inject burgers, sandwiches,
international delights,crépes,
noodles, and so many more
flavors into a wedding.

High-end options - Cou-
ples may want to give guests
ataste of the lavish with olive
oil and vinegar tasting sta-
tions, whiskey bars, French
hors d’oeuvres, Kobe beef
sliders, lobster tails, risotto
stations, and more.

An Ideal Place For

Childhood favorites -
When it comes time for
dessert, some couples opt to
avoid or downplay wedding
cakes in favor of something
simpler. A cookie-and-milk
bar, doughnut holes, soft
pretzel stations, pie pops, or
dessert shot jars push cre-
ativity and sweetness to new
levels. Do-it-yourself dessert
stations, such as s’more-
making and ice cream sundae
stations, also can be big hits.

Couples are increasingly
feeling less beholden to
traditional wedding recep-
tion menus as they look to
infuse their personal tastes
into the foods they plan to
serve their guests. Many
catering managers and chefs
welcome the chance to work
with couples looking to cre-
ate unique reception menus.
ometrocreativeconnection

o Wedc'ﬁng Receptions

e Family Reun

10NS

oBirthday Parties

* Banquets

A/'iépt'ngs
NN

~ Call 338-2741 ity clerk)
~ For Reservation lnformation
Seainq Up 10 350 ® We Aif Your
R 806 N Avenue ° Milford

“www.milford



http://www.werentlinens.com
mailto:diane.chaplin@mchsi.com
http://www.milford.ia.us

Make your
moment bheautiful,
confident, and
flawless.

e NEW! Plasma Tightening
e Hydrafacial
e coolsculpting
e Microneedling
e [IPL Photofacial
e Laser Hair Removal

Call or Text 712.339.5894

Schedule Online at beradiantmedspa.com
SCHEDULE YOUR FREE CONSULTATION TODAY!

located in Lakes Dermatology | 2704 Enterprise Avenue | Spirit Lake

Dr. Abigail Drucker MD, FACOG | Cathy Thee, Laser Specialist
beradiantlaserskin@gmail.com
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Mon.-Thurs. 10 to 6

2 Fri.10to 5

BY SARAH RUHS Sat. 10 to 4

Sun.12to 4

FULL SERVICE BRIDAL & PROM-BOUTIQUE R o)
Hwy. 71 - Okoboji « 712-337-3112 "y oo Pride!

(at Arrowwood Resort) wwuw.elegancebysarah.com

1 ‘WW&’Od;Resort be the Iocatlon forfyour 2019wedd|ng' :

s

'y ET-»S PACE

/ d "¢
-
Restaurant & Bar S



http://www.elegancebysarah.com
mailto:beradiantlaserskin@gmail.com
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\l

VN

DREAM WEDDING
TO DREAM HOME

Start your new life together in your dream home.
Choose Central Bank to help you make it happen.

2 . ' S
- S | 'Oy ‘divinel

compare lending scenarios and
apply using your smartphone. WEDDINGS & EVENTS
http://mtgpro.co/jugop
ﬁ‘ggéa"gae'tovaiﬁeoﬁ’;izfem CENTRALBANK 1505 E. Walnut /| Algona, IA 50511
NMLS ID # 493726
Member FDIC 515_395_1088

cmart@centralbankonline.com
Y Equal Housing Lender Tuesday-Friday: 9am-5pm | Saturday: By Appointment

1400 18th St. | Spirit Lake, IA | (712) 336-4100

www.simplydivinebysarah.com | Follow us on 0

Contact Banquet Sales at (712) 852-5151 to make an appointment!
3 777 Main Street | Emmetsburg, lowa 50536 | wildroseresorts.com
Find us on Pinterest and The Knot.

@ he knst

___________________________

10% OFF

WEDDING CEREMONIES & RECEPTIONS
OUTDOOR WEDDING CEREMONIES
ENGAGEMENT PARTIES

ANNIVERSARY PARTIES ANY WEDDING
EVENT PLANNING ASSISTANCE USE CODE:

FOREVERWILDROSE

COMPLIMENTARY GIFT OPENING ROOM AND MIMOSA .
New Bookings Only.

BAR WITH THE PURCHASE OF A WEDDING PACKAGE.

1 I
1 1

1 I

1 I

1 I

1 I

1 I

1 I

1 I

REHEARSAL DINNERS | PACKAGE! :
1 I

1 I

1 I

1 I

1 I

1 I

1 I

1 I

Expires 6/30/19.
ONSITE CATERING WITH CUSTOMIZED MENUS % o _.
SET-UP, MAINTENANCE, TEAR-DOWN AND CLEAN-UP PHOTO CREDIT: JShirkPhotography
DECORATING SERVICES
AUDIO/VISUAL EQUIPMENT g"?

‘ (XA
CHAIR COVERS (\\]"
PHOTO BOOTH
WILD ROSE
CHOCOLATE FOUNTAIN
COMPLIMENTARY HONEYMOON SUITE CASINO s resorT®
REDUCED BLOCK ROOM RATES AT WILD ROSE HOTEL EMMETSBURG, lowa



mailto:cmart@centralbankonline.com
http://www.simplydivinebysarah.com

We're at:
1405 Hwy 71 N, Okoboji

(inside Arrowwood Resort)

712.332.7875

LB,

The Most Important Day of Your Life
’ Should Start with Us!

N ‘ ’ @ (, [}
&~ A &

¢ We Host Weddings &
Receptions

e Seating up to 250 People

¢ Beautiful Views of the
Golf Course

/\i”\

ESTHERVILL
GOLF COURS

PRO SHOP « RESTAURANT * LOUNGE

Open to public ® www.nwiagolf.com
3625 170" Street ¢ Estherville
712-362-4349

A V@M l&w[j C&L(&{A‘Vﬂxﬁvw

For All of Life's New Beginnings

R 'gz}f&' for QU Occasions
- Bridal and @@ég %gtkﬁ’g
v Bridal gda)n:
(S’/oea'aé Occasion Dresses
Bridesmaids  Flover Girl
A Prom
Veedo /° Stuit Wental
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Show Your Love Through Dessert
This Valentine’s Day

Romantic sentiments are expressed in
many ways come Valentine’s Day. Gifts

may include sparkling jewels or personal-
ized prose,butahomemade dessertfromthe

kitchen can win over some hearts as well.

Even though chocolate may be expected
on Valentine’s Day, tiramisu can be a wel-
come and delicious alternative. Tiramisu
is an Italian layered dessert, and the name
translates to “pick me up” or “cheer me
up.” Itis made from spongy cookies soaked
in coffee and liqueur, nestled among dol-
lops of rich mascarpone cheese. Requiring no baking at all, it is an easy treat to offer a
sweetheart. Enjoy this recipe for “Tiramisu” courtesy of the American Dairy Association.

Tiramisu

Yield: 9 servings

6 egg yolks

1 cup sugar

1 % cup mascarpone cheese

1% cup heavy whipping cream

2 - 12 oz packages Savoradi Lady Fingers
Y2 cup cold espresso or strong coffee

Y cup coffee flavored liqueur (optional)
1 tablespoon cocoa for dusting

Combine egg yolks and sugar in the top of a double boiler, over boiling water. Reduce
heat to low and cook for about 10 minutes, stirring constantly.This is your sabayon. Re-
move from the heat and whip yolks until thick and lemon colored. Add mascarpone to
whipped yolks, and beat until combined.

In a separate bowl, whip cream to stiff peaks. Gently fold the whipped cream in the
mascarpone-sabayon mixture and set aside.

Mix the cold espresso with the coffee liquor, and dip the lady fingers into the mixture
just long enough to get them wet; do not soak them! Arrange the lady fingers in the bot-
tom of a 8 inch square baking dish (or 6X9). Spoon half the mascarpone cream filling
over the lady fingers.

Repeat the process with another layer. Refrigerate 4 hours or overnight. Dust with
cocoa before serving. emetrocreativeconnection

Sweets & Treats For All Occasions

Free wedding
consultations including
complete cake tastings,

overviews of our
cake packages, and
design services

. Eventful Sweets Bakery
712.209.2688 f

—

i

2007 Tenthe Street

)\
;. Méarg, [owe
[12-852-4338
www.anWéraWrM,cdm

Hours: Mon-Fri 10am to 5pm ¢ Saturday 9am to 3pm

o] f} 4


http://www.nwiagolf.com
http://www.aheavenlycelebrationbridal.com
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THE OAxwooD INN

OKOBOJI

Our grand Victorian estate, located
in the heart of Okoboji, features an
exclusive outdoor experience complete
with a picturesque backdrop for your
intimate outdoor wedding. Perfect for
accommodating out-of-town guests.

By
Ler
&

N

sl
b
T

WWW.THEOQOAKWOODINNQOKOBOJI.COM
(712) 332-8057 | 23131 NATURE CENTER ROAD | SPIRIT LAKE, [OWA 51360

CENTRAL
STAY-CATION

Daily party |¢ i . pue > 2
room rental
available!

| I flee
LARGE GROUP RENTAL ACCOMMODATIONS
712-336-4967

Year-round large group accommodations  Updated and Modern
for the lowa Great Lakes Region; near bars, ESSICITRVETININR
restaurants, area attractions and the lakes.

* Rec Area and Pool Table

For Groups of 15-30 « Dining Area

» Wedding Parties o Much More!
» Bachelor/Bachelorette

Property managed by:

» Family Reunions

SELL

RE/MAX BOJI

i |
» Golf Outings and more! LAKES REALTY

o

Located at: 249 Hwy. 71 | Arnolds Park

3 Great Options:
Stay-Cation, Stay-Cabin and Stay-Cottage

Check out the virtual tour online and book today! www.VRBO.com

Helping you find the
oy

»AM sl

&'@‘ first home!

Tracey Radcliffe

Broker Associate/GRI, CRS,

4 ‘ ; . "V SFR, SRS - Realtor®
% ® 1306 18th St., Suite C Spirit Lake 22\
EXIT REALTY MIDWEST Gt iRm0 otos 712-330-0837
www ExitRealtyMidwest.com (B tracey@spiritlakehomes.com

MASSAGE
THERAPY

Before Your

BIG DAY!
SAVE *10%. Couple's Massage

or SAVE $5 on Single Massage for Bride or Groom with This Coupon. Expires 12/31/19

Lucy M. Krumwiede, CNMT, LMT, CST, NCIMB 29 years experience. Heather Wrigley, LMT, 12 years experience

1601 Hill Avenue, Spirit Lake « 712-336-5933
Monday - Friday 9 to 6; Saturday by appt. ¢ www.touch4healthmassagetherapy.com

‘' Life changes after saying

"I DO”

...including
your insurance.

To love,
laughter,
and happily
ever after.
N

Trusted Choice’

THOEPENDENT INSURANCE AGENTS

. Contact Walker Insurance,
\ A DY 'S : your Trusted Choice Agent,
g’ to discuss Your insurance options.

/ N

ALKER

INSURANGE AGENCY, INC.

Kris e Joe e Tami ¢ Lindsey

197 N. Hwy. 71 « Arnolds Park, IA

712.332.7359  www.WalkerArnoldsPark.com



mailto:tracey@spiritlakehomes.com
http://www.ExitRealtyMidwest.com
http://www.touch4healthmassagetherapy.com
http://www.WalkerArnoldsPark.com
http://www.WalkerArnoldsPark.com

Salon for,‘:

Ha|r Styles fc
BRIDES | BRIDES i

'SURFACE KENRA * OPI * RED
718 Lake Street o Spirit Lake &
www.myhairteam.c

dvocare Sold Here! Look for i
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Remington’s

712.260.7.
ase 60.7533
sarasvases @yahoo.com
Spencer, IA
e ntra[ By Appointment Only

Find us on Facebook

Vase Central offers custom full service Py
decorating for weddings and special events. ~
Pulling all the details together can be
overwhelming. We will do the decorating for you
and with our set up and tear down services,
you will enjoy a beautiful stress free
celebration. Contact us for a free no _ .\ \
obligation consultation. AN\

« Air Brush

RESTAURANT & LOUNGE _ g ¥Y 72

Our Semi-private upper deck

will seat up to 50 people for a

nice sit down meal with no fee
charged for the room!

* Bridal ° ﬂ{eﬁearsa[ * Pre-wedding
Luncheons Dinners Get-togethers

Iowa Great Lakes' Best Value in Casual Dining
Book Now for Spring & Fall!

Seating to Accommodate Large Groups
Great Lakes Mall ¢ Spirit Lake * Phone 336-9956

timeless

% CLASSIC L

)/

» OPI & Shellac Available
« Bare Minerals Makeup

* Manicure  + Spray Tan

Make-up *Body Wraps

« Pedicure

STORE HOURS:
Sat. 10-2; Mon.-Wed.9-6; Thurs.
9-7; Fri. 9-6
4th & Grand
Downtown Spencer
712.262.2280

www.dermusskincare.com



http://www.myhairteam.com
http://www.dermusskincare.com
mailto:sarasvases@yahoo.com
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ottonwood Ceremony = Outdoor Ceremony

~Area featuring two 100+ year old cottonwoods, -
—-providing a picturesque country backdrop. -
c T WA PO é-:!.'———‘:" 29 ~EES

Ceremony Barn+ An-option for your indoor =2 -

~=ceremony, which will include atemperature
- controlled bridal suite. - e i

I e et

o B, . AR 5. A X

-~ Red Reception Barn - with capacity of 3
275 guests, includes a glass garage door, temperature
~ controlled, satellite TV, wifi, patio & restrooms. '

| == 2828 220¢h St. Terril, 1A 51364

(515)851-8680 « ==

-~ www.swissacresokoboji.com Lf.

e T

r PH -
e S

. Biiks Linosine.

|

Find us Online!
BojiRides.com [*§

712-330-7070

s ¥

= =

FOR ANY OCCASION OR ANY REASON, WE ARE YOUR SAFE RIDE SPECIALISTS!

arns Situated on Nearly 8 Acres, Minutes
From the Heart of Okoboji

CHECK OUT ALL OUR
LIMO BUSES!

Large Wedding & Casino Tours,

Bachelor & Bachelorette Parties,
Birthday & Special Event Parties,
Airport & Medical Transportation



http://www.swissacresokoboji.com
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