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Bixby Metro Chamber Announces 2019
Board of Directors and Award Winners

For 72 years, the Bixby Metro 
Chamber has provided leadership 
in improving the business envi-
ronment by offering a wide variety 
of programs and services to add 
value for members and spearhead 
initiatives that help grow the Bix-
by community.  

On Jan. 26, The Bixby Met-
ro Chamber announced its 2019 
Board of Directors and recognized 
outstanding community leaders at 
the Annual Chamber Awards Gala 
presented by Mabrey Bank at the 
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino.  

2019 Board of Directors:
• Chair -  Elizabeth King, Eliza-

beth King Consulting
• Vice Chair – John Karr, 

AFLAC & 1907 Barbecue
• Vice Chair – Justin Langston, 

Two Men & A Truck
• Treasurer – Nick Hoffmann, 

Hoffmann Wealth Manage-
ment

• Secretary – Dr. Brandon Wil-
banks, Wilbanks Chiropractic

• Immediate Past Chair – Shawn 
Stephens, Mabrey Bank 

Directors: 
• Robin Decatur, Farmers Insur-

ance 
• Laurie Hendrickson, BTC 

Broadband
• Brian Humphrey, City National 

Bank
• Mark Kochner, Premier Con-

sulting Partners
• Jason Koebele, Daily Family 

YMCA
• Jamie Miller, J. Miller Law 

Firm
• Chuck Mitchell, Oklahoma Gas 

& Electric
• Kristi Spaethe, The People 

Perspective
Leadership Bixby Interns: 
• Carl Gibson, Delineations 

Tulsa

• Courtney Hoffman, The Suchy 
Team – Raymond James

2019 Chamber Awards Winners:
• Small Business of the Year - 

Country Financial - Ronnie Lutz
• Large Business of the Year - 

BTC Broadband
• Women Owned Business of 

the Year - Lesley Sturm, Relay 
Creative Group

• Entrepreneur of the Year - Joel 
& Kendra Wiland - J. David 
Jewelry

• Volunteer of the Year - Robin 
Decatur

• Chamber Champion - Rob 
Miller, Bixby Public Schools 
AND Mark Kochner 

• Citizen of the Year - John 
Karr

• Chair Award - Jim Brown, 
Doc’s Country Mart

• Educator of the Year - Cher-
yl Wilkinson, Bixby Public 
Schools

Event Sponsors Included:  
Presenting sponsor, Mabrey 

Bank;  Premier sponsors, Re-
lay Creative Group and Tulsa 
Tech;  Table sponsors, Arvest 
Bank, Bixby Public Schools, 

BTC Broadband, Chinowth & 
Cohen Realtors, Country Finan-
cial – Ronnie Lutz & Todd Chap-
man, Doc’s Country Mart, Grand 
Bank, Oklahoma Gas & Electric, 
Oklahoma Natural Gas, Public 
Service Company of Oklahoma, 
QuickCert, Saint Francis Hospi-
tal South and Tulsa Higher Care 
Clinic;  VIP sponsor, Two Men 
and A Truck; Video sponsor, Fine 
Airport Parking;  Award spon-
sors, Alpha Awards, Blue Flame 
Christian Ministry, OSU in Tul-
sa, Premier Consulting Partners, 
ServPro South Tulsa, Trost Mar-
keting and Western Sun Federal 
Credit Union. 
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BIXBY LEADERSHIP:  Front row, from left, Laurie Hendrickson, Kristi Spaethe and Courtney Hoffman.  
Back row, form left, John Karr, Justin Langston, Elizabeth King, Brandon Wilbanks, Robin Decatur, Brian 
Humphrey, Mark Kochner, Jason Koebele, Shawn Stephens, Jamie Miller, and Chuck Mitchell. Not pictured: 
Nick Hoffmann and Carl Gibson.
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ON ARCHITECTURE
KUDOS of the MONTH: Tulsa Oilers for 90 Years

The tradition of Tulsa Oilers 
hockey that began with the home 
opener on Jan. 1, 1929 as part of 
the grand opening of the 
Tulsa Coliseum contin-
ues to run deep today.

The Oilers, also 
known as the “Ice Oil-
ers,” played its home 
games at the  Tulsa 
Convention Cen-
ter from the 1960s un-
til the team moved into the newly 
completed BOK Center in 2008.

Since its opening there, the Oil-
ers have drawn more people to 
the BOK Center than any other 
team or event.  With 36 home 

games stretched over six months, 
the Oilers play an important 

role in the rejuvenation 
of downtown Tulsa and 
help increase the city’s 

economic strength. Over 
the last seven seasons, 
the Oilers are respon-
sible for more than 40 
percent of the BOK 
Center’s total atten-

dance. In the past 24 
seasons of hockey, four million 
fans have flocked to downtown 
Tulsa to cheer on the Oilers. 
Former player Taylor Hall now 
serves as general manager, and 
Jason Christie is the head coach.

Courtesy Tulsa Oilers

GREAT FANS:  Longtime season ticket holders, 97-year-old Jean 
Keen and 90-year-old Richard Baldwin, helped the Oilers celebrate 90 
years of hockey in Tulsa.  With them is General Manager and former 
player Taylor Hall.
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Tulsa Mayfest will move to a new 
home in the Tulsa Arts District for 
the 2019 and future festivals, May-
fest organizers announced recently.  
Additionally, the festival will move 
to a three-day format and include 
an increased presence from local 
visual artists.  Mayfest is set for, 
May 17 – 19.

The move to the Tulsa Arts Dis-
trict alleviates recent space and ex-
pansion issues felt by the festival.  
To offer additional art experiences 
to attendees, the festival needed 
additional square feet.  The new 
location also allows for creative 
partnerships with the galleries in 
the Tulsa Arts District, and partners 
like Gilcrease Museum and Phil-
brook’s location downtown.

More than 400,000 guests at-
tended Mayfest in 2018, with an 
economic impact of approximately 
$5.7 million.  Each year, the festi-
val offers visual and fine arts, live 
music on a variety of stages and 
festival food from across the coun-
try.  Artists and musicians come 
from approximately 25 states to 
showcase their talents to Oklaho-
mans.  Admission is free.

The expanded footprint means 
the festival can invite and host ad-
ditional visual artists from the Tul-
sa area.  In the absence of the Blue 
Dome Arts Festival, the Mayfest 
board of directors sought to offer a 
new artistic venue for local visual 
artists to reach art lovers. Approx-
imately 80 local artists will be ac-
cepted. All visual artists are invited 
to apply, and the applications are 
available now.  The deadline for 
local artists’ application is Feb. 28.

Mayfest is also moving from a 
four-day festival format to a three-
day event.  With ever-increasing 
costs to operate the festival, this 
change allows the 501(c)3 organi-
zation to save operating costs while 
also allowing an easier time com-
mitment for local artists who might 
have a full-time job.  Additionally, 
the new dates reduce the impact 
of traffic and road closures for the 
downtown community.

“We are beyond excited about 
the 2019 festival and the future 
of Mayfest,” said Heather Pingry, 
executive director of Mayfest.  
“The board of directors and our 
event chair have worked tireless-
ly over the past months to present 
a re-imagined festival to the Tulsa 
community.  Tulsa lost a treasure 
with the discontinuation of the Blue 
Dome Arts Festival, and we hope to 
help fill the gap for both local artists 
and the community as a whole.”

This year marks the 47th annual 
Mayfest, and the festival has a his-
tory of adapting and changing due 
to market needs and fluctuations.  
The Junior League created the fes-
tival in 1973, and it has been locat-
ed in various districts of downtown, 
with various timing footprints.

“Long-time Tulsans probably re-
member how Mayfest has changed 
over time, and it’s one thing we 
are very proud of,” said Nick Kar-
lovich, festival chair.  “At various 
points in time, Mayfest has been a 
two-day festival, or a 10-day fes-
tival.  We love the ability to adapt 
and keep the festival viable for the 
long term. The additional numbers 
of local artists participating in the 
event will be a bonus, as well as 
the new art experiences offered by 
the galleries and partners in the arts 
district.”

The musical and performing art-
ists will grace stages in the area.  
The Invitational Gallery, Youth 
Art Gallery and KidZone will 
return for the 2019 festival, with 
exact locations announced at a 
later date.

The Tulsa Arts District Business 
Association and Building Owners 
Association members have been in-
volved in conversations regarding 
the move and are ready to embrace 
the festival.  Likewise, Mayfest is 
excited to showcase businesses in 
the Tulsa Arts District to its guests. 

For more information and final-
ized maps as the festival nears, 
visit tulsamayfest.org. Artists, mu-
sicians and food vendors can also 
apply to the 2019 festival at the 
website.

About Tulsa Mayfest
Tulsa Mayfest  is a family friendly 

outdoor tribute to the arts and music 
created to promote a broader knowl-
edge of and appreciation for arts and 
humanities among serious, as well 
as casual, art lovers. Approximately 
410,000 people attended the 2018 
festival. For more information, visit 
www.tulsamayfest.org. Mayfest is 
presented by MidFirst Bank. Oth-
er sponsors include Public Service 
Company of Oklahoma, The Gelvin 
Foundation and GKFF.
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Mayfest Announces New Home
In the Tulsa Arts District; 47th
Annual Festival Set for May 17-19

GTR Newspapers photo

ANNOUNCEMENT AT AHHA: Heather Pingry, executive director of 
Tulsa Mayfest, makes the announcement about the Mayfest move to the 
Tulsa Arts District at AHHA in the Tulsa Arts District Jan. 30. At left is 
Holly Becker, executive director of AHHA Tulsa with Bob Fleishman, 
president of the Tulsa Arts District Business Association.
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In Oklahoma, county government 
is an extension of state government 
and is therefore limited by the laws 
of the state when 
implementing new 
ideas to improve 
services and oper-
ations. 

The elected of-
ficials of Tulsa 
County can only 
do that which the 
Legislature has ap-
proved. Because of 
this, it is incumbent 
upon  the elected 
officials of Tulsa 
County to bring to 
the Legislature re-
quests which will 
solve problems, 
embrace new ideas 
and technology, 
and provide the 
management tools 
to provide the best 
service possible. 

In this Legisla-
tive session, we 
have developed a 
legislative agenda 
that covers a broad range of areas 
which includes benefits for coun-
ty and school district construction 
projects, improved working envi-
ronment for county employees, ap-
plying the modernization of alcohol 
laws in Oklahoma to the county’s 
golf courses,  providing commer-
cial economic development incen-

tives through energy conservation, 
and bringing state of the art tech-
nology to the Sheriff’s Office. 

Cost Savings for 
Construction 
Projects

Under the cur-
rent laws govern-
ing how school 
districts and the 
county can use 
the construc-
tion manager at 
risk method for 
building projects 
the requirement 
that construction 
firms have to bid 
against each other 
for the project is 
absent from state 
law. 

Currently, the 
selection of the 
construction firm 
is based solely 
on qualifications 
and negotiations.  
With competitive 
bidding not re-

quired, the county and school dis-
tricts potentially spend millions of 
dollars more on a project than they 
need to. Our legislation would re-
quire that all qualified firms would 
have to submit a bid and their proj-
ect plans. 
Improved working Environment   

Tulsa County believes it’s import-

ant to support county employees in 
planning for their future once they 
retire. 

To do this, we have proposed 
legislation that would increase 
the amount which the county can 
match when an employee decides 
to participate in the deferred sav-
ings incentive plan.  In addition, in 
order for the employee retirement 
system to remain actuarially sound 
so we can live up to our promise 
made to the employees, we have a 
bill that will allow the county to in-
crease its annual appropriations to 
the retirement fund. 

Modernizing Alcohol Rules At 
Golf Courses

When the voters in Oklahoma 
voted to modernize the availability 
of beer and wine the primary focus 
was on grocery and convenience 
stores. But golf courses have been 
providing beer to golfers as well.  
In order to bring the availability 
of beer and wine in compliance 
with the new laws, we have a bill 
that would allow the availability of 
beer and wine on the golf course 
and in the golf restaurants. Since 
these are public golf courses and 
the new laws applied only to pri-
vately owned businesses, a new 
law allowing the same availability 
at a publicly run golf course is nec-
essary. 
Incentives For Energy Conser-
vation On Commercial Property  

Over the last decade a new op-

portunity for private capital to be 
accessed by commercial property 
owners for energy conservation and 
energy renewable improvements 
have developed in 25 states. Com-
monly referred to as PACE (Prop-
erty Assessed Clean Energy) our 
legislation would allow the county 
to establish a commercial PACE 
program that will bring commer-
cial property owners together with 
private capital funders to develop 
properties with energy retrofits and 
improvements. 

New Technology For  
Public Safety 

The advancements of new tech-
nology to improve public safety 

has seen a significant growth over 
the past decade. As such, cur-
rent laws on the books have to be 
modernize to allow the use of the 
technology by Sheriff’s Offices. In 
particular, the advent of the body 
worn camera and the use of DNA 
in criminal investigations have 
proven to be very effective tools 
for fighting crime and providing 
public safety. 

To keep up with these advance-
ments, we have legislation that 
will help us manage the opera-
tions of the body worn cameras 
and which would allow the taking 
and testing of DNA when a person 
charged with a felony offense is 
booked into the county jail. 

Here in Tulsa, we are living in ex-
ceptional times. 
We are working 
to make our city 
the best version 
of Tulsa it can 
be. Often when 
I’m out in the 
community, I’m 
asked, “How can 
I help Tulsa?” 
One of the best 
ways to help is 
by getting in-
volved in Read-
ing Partners. 

Many of our 
third graders are 
having a tough 
time learning to 
read. TPS is right 
at 50 percent 
for third-grade 
reading profi-
ciency. We must 
do much better. 
Children who go 
through Reading 
Partners’ excep-
tional program have more than a 
90 percent success rate. That’s sig-

nificant because third-grade read-
ing proficiency is 
one of the strong-
est indicators of 
whether someone 
will graduate from 
high school.

When I first took 
office, the City 
Council and I es-
tablished that sup-
port for education 
is a priority for 
the city, and that 
improving high 
school graduation 
rates was a shared 
goal. We included 
this in our Strate-
gic AIM Plan. 

I’m pleased to 
say our city has 
already met its 
goals for high 
school graduation 
rate and per cap-
ita income. The 
graduation rate, 
for example, has 

improved from 73 percent to 76.9 
percent, which exceeded the city’s 

goal. However, we still need to en-
sure our children excel in reading 
so they will graduate from high 
school. That’s where Reading 
Partners comes in. 

Last year in Tulsa, more than 
1,500 students participated in the 
program and nearly 90 percent of 
them met literacy growth goals. 
Reading Partners’ volunteers give 
an hour a week, children do bet-
ter in school, graduate from high 
school and go on to create a more 
law-abiding and educated work-
force here in Tulsa. This is a long-
term initiative for our city, but the 
kids who interact with their Read-
ing Partner will see the impact im-
mediately. 

That’s why I’m asking you to 
consider helping Tulsa children 
succeed in school and life. Your 
participation in Reading Partners 
can empower a young student to 
gain the reading skills they need 
to become a proficient reader that 
will last a lifetime. 

We need 500 volunteers to sign 
up before Feb. 28 to help Reading 
Partners serve 1,600 students this 
year. 

So, please volunteer now through 
April 2019 to make an impact on a 
Tulsa student. You can sign up on-
line at www.readingpartners.org or 
call 918-949-1979.

Please join me in this worthwhile 
endeavor to ensure our third grad-
ers succeed in reading as we con-
tinue to build a better city for the 
next generation and beyond.
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From Tulsa’s 
Mayor

By G.T. BYNUM
Mayor of Tulsa

From Tulsa 
County

By COMMISSIONER
RON PETERS

Get your step back!
Orthopedic Care from Head to Toe

Utica Park Clinic orthopedic providers offer comprehensive surgical, rehabilitative and 
therapy services ranging from spine care and joint replacement, to sports medicine 
and other orthopedic issues. State-of-the-art care offers you more treatment options, 
less pain and faster recovery time.

918-579-DOCS (3627) • UTICAPARKCLINIC.COM

Reading Partners Needs the Participation of Citizens

Courtesy photo

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:  Reading Partners needs 500 volunteers to 
sign up by Feb. 28 in order to serve 1,600 students this year.  Please see 
www.readingpartners.org or call 918-949-1979.

Tulsa County Elected Officials Bring Requests to Legislature

GTR Newspapers photo​

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. PARADE:  Tulsa City Council-
ors and civic leaders led the 40th Annual Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Commemorative Parade held Jan. 31 in the Greenwood District in 
downtown Tulsa. The MLK Day Parade is for participants of all 
ages to have fun, remember Dr. King’s legacy and learn how they 
can be a part of keeping his dream alive.
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GREATER TULSA PERSONALITIES

bringing balance and beauty to life

918.587.2566 • ihloffspa.com
Utica Square  •  83rd & Memorial  •  Hyatt Regency Downtown

EXPERIENCE OKLAHOMA’S MOST AWARD  
WINNING SALON & SPA

Krista Flasch Says Job Tops Being ‘Indiana Jones’

By BOB LEWIS
Contributing Editor

EDITOR’S NOTE: Greater Tulsa 
Personalities is a feature in GTR 
Newspapers to highlight and focus 
on interesting people making im-
portant contributions in the Great-
er Tulsa region.

Krista Flasch has come a long 
way on her career path– near-

ly 10,000 miles, in fact.
That’s the distance between 

Korea where she was born to 
Minnesota where she grew up to 
Oklahoma where she received her 
college degree to South Carolina 
where she launched her career and 
back to Oklahoma where she now 
serves as Communications Direc-
tor for the City of Broken Arrow.

A native of Seoul, Flasch and her 
younger brother were put up for 
adoption when she was six years 
old. That’s how they came to be 
members of an American fami-
ly that owned and operated a pig 
farm in rural Minnesota.

To call going from one of the 
largest metropolitan areas in Asia 
to a tiny town in a new country 
a culture shock would be an un-
derstatement. The fact she began 
school shortly after her arrival and 
had to learn English while some-
how keeping up with classroom 
assignments didn’t make things 
any easier.

“That’s when I fell in love with 
this language and learned to appre-
ciate the importance of clear, con-
cise communications,” she said

Flasch says her adopted parents 
were very religious people “and 
that’s how I ended up at Oral Rob-
erts University.”

Her initial goal was to gain fame 
in the theatrical world, but she 
quickly decided that life simply 
wasn’t for her.   “I didn’t want to 
be a starving artist, so I became 
a starving journalist instead,” she 
joked.

After graduating Summa Cum 
Laude with a degree in mass com-
munications and media studies, 
she moved to South Carolina and 
put her talent to work as a report-
er/producer at a television station 
in Charleston. While she enjoyed 
the life of an on-air personality, 
she came to realize her job was 
professionally confining. So, to 
expand her horizons, she mustered 
up the courage to resign and begin 
working in marketing and public 
relations from her home.

The next step along her career 
path brought her back to Tulsa and 
to KJRH Channel 2. She now real-
izes how important that experience 
was in fully understanding the ins 
and outs of the news business — a 
skill that became abundantly im-
portant when she was named com-
munications director for one of 
Oklahoma’s fastest growing cities.

Shortly after settling into her new 
job in 2014 she learned she would 
be getting a new boss, Michael 
Spurgeon, who had been hired as 
city manager. When he said he put 
a high priority on transparency in 
all aspects of city government ”it 
was like music to my ears,” she 
said.

To fulfill the responsibilities 
being placed upon her, Flasch 
hired a videographer to help take 
advantage of non-print opportu-
nities. Next came a communica-
tions coordinator to focus on print 
product needs and news releases, 
freeing her to spend more time 
in management and long-range 
planning.

The daily tasks of Broken Ar-
row’s city hall news bureau range 
from videos, social media and a 
dedicated television channel to a 
monthly newsletter that goes out 
with utility bills, an annual report 
and a yearly financial update to the 
community as well as maintaining 
close working relationships with 
the news media.

Then there are special assign-
ments, the most recent of which 
involved a multi-faceted informa-
tion campaign on the city’s largest 
ever general obligation bond issue. 
Its overwhelming acceptance by 
voters provides testimony to the 
quality of the work performed.  

Spurgeon applauded his com-
munications director when he said 

she is “the epitome of what every 
organization seeks. Her ethics and 
integrity are beyond reproach and 
she is the ultimate team player”

Away from the office Flasch is 
mom to two daughters, plays the 
piano and is an avid runner who 
has set her sights on competing 
in a half marathon this year. She 
also enjoys traveling, which be-
gan with a humanitarian venture 
to Africa while she was a student 
at ORU.

“I secretly dream of being ‘Indi-
ana Jones’ finding hidden treasure 
in remote parts of the world,” she 
quips.

While that might be exciting, it 
will have to wait while she devotes 
herself to a more immediate goal: 
helping Broken Arrow become a 
world class city with a commu-
nications program that serves as 
a model on how transparency in 
government should be handled.

“I owe a lot to the people who 
encouraged me to step outside the 
television world and get my feet 
wet in the multi-aspects of com-
munications, she said. “I love what 
I am doing and have a great deal of 
respect for the people I work with.

“I believe we make a very good 
team.”

From South Korea to Minnesota
And ORU and Television, B.A.

Gets World-Class Communicator

Courtesy photo

BROKEN ARROW’S COMMUNICATION DIRECTOR:  Krista 
Flasch is helping Broken Arrow in its quest to become a world-class city.
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Valentine’s Day month. Gotta 
love it. How are you planning to 
celebrate? A pair of show tickets 
tucked inside a card says, “I enjoy 
spending time with you.” Cele-
brate all month, or longer.

If you do venture out on Valen-
tine’s Day, comedian Jeff Dunham 
at the BOK Center 
would be fun. and 
the Commodores at 
the Hard Rock will 
conjure a romantic 
groove. Or, come 
sail away with the 
rock band Styx 
at River Spirit on 
Feb. 14.

Of interest to 
people with young 
ones, and a must-
see for those who 
enjoy opera is “The 
Little Prince,” 
staged by Tulsa 
Opera, Feb. 15 and 
Feb. 17. French pi-
lot and writer An-
toine de Saint-Ex-
upéry (1900-1944) 
used his passion for 
aviation to explore 
lofty ideas like finding wisdom. 
His book “The Little Prince” was 
translated into 190 languages and 
sold more than 200 million copies. 
It is one of the most popular books 
of all time. Film composer Rachel 
Portman created the music for this 
opera, based on Exupéry’s story. It 
will be conducted by Columbia’s 
Lina Gonzales-Granados 

On Feb. 18 you can choose be-
tween “Fire and Rain” singer 
James Taylor appearing with Bon-
ny Raitt at the BOK Center, and the 
touring jukebox musical “Jersey 
Boys” at the Broken Arrow PAC. 
Taylor surprised me the last time 
I saw him in concert. He sounded 
the same as he did decades ago. I 
would pay to attend this concert 
just to hear Bonnie Raitt sing “I 
Can’t Make You Love Me.” 

Highly entertaining, “Jersey 
Boys” comes to our area for one 
show only, Feb 18. If you love 
music from the 60s, you will know 
every song The Four Seasons 
made popular.

Two locally produced musicals 
are slated for the PAC in the weeks 
ahead. These are outstanding 
casts. American Theatre Compa-
ny brings us Stephen Sondheim’s 
“Sunday in the Park with George.” 
This Sondheim work has never 

been performed in Tulsa. Its plot 
centers on French pointillist artist 
Georges Seurat (Samuel Briggs). 
The musical observes the artist as 
so obsessed with his work, he los-
es sight of anything else, including 
his muse, Dot (Karlena Riggs).
With music by Sondheim and 

book by James 
Lapine, this 
piece won the 
1985 Pulitzer 
Prize for Dra-
ma, along with 
a multitude of 
other awards. It 
runs at the PAC 
Feb. 15-24.

A musical 
more familiar to 
most is “My Fair 
Lady,” present-
ed by Theatre 
Tulsa, Feb. 22-
Mar. 2. Among 
the many be-
loved tunes 
from this Le-
rner and Lowe 
masterwork are 
“I Could Have 
Danced All 

Night,” “On the Street Where You 
Live,” and “I’ve Grown Accus-
tomed to Her Face.” This is the 
story of posh Englishman Henry 
Higgins (Mark Frie) and an un-
sophisticated Cockney waif, Eli-
za Doolittle (Tabitha Littlefield) 
who teach each other valuable life 
lessons while falling in love. Vern 
Stefanic directs.

A weightier theatre experience 
is World Stage Theater’s “Best of 
Enemies,” Feb. 28-Mar. 3 at the 
Tulsa PAC. The “enemies” are 
Klansman C. P. Ellis and African 
American Civil Rights activist 
Ann Atwater. Their true-life re-
lationship during the desegrega-
tion of Durham, North Carolina’s 
schools in 1971 is the basis for the 
play.

After you’ve pondered the uni-
verse with “The Little Prince,” or 
reflected on the state of race rela-
tions with “Best of Enemies,” let 
go of all seriousness for a couple 
of hours of non-stop laughter with 
“The Play That Goes Wrong.” In 
the vein of Michael Frayn’s “Nois-
es Off,” this show is about an am-
ateur theatre company that thinks 
it’s ready for the bigtime with their 
version of a 1920s mystery, “The 
Murder at Haversham Manor.” 
Mayhem erupts onstage during the 

performance, completely undoing 
everything and everyone. Includ-
ing the audience. Celebrity Attrac-
tion hosts, Feb. 26 through Mar. 3 
at the Tulsa PAC.

Tulsa Ballet knows that we look 
forward to a romantic tale this 
time of year. On Feb. 21-24 enjoy 
the music of Tchaikovsky and the 
beautifully danced story of “The 
Sleeping Beauty.” Tulsa Ballet’s 
former principal dancer HyonJun 
Rhee returns from Korea to dance 
the role of The Prince opposite 
NaEun Kim in this lush production. 

Looking ahead to March? Cham-
ber Music Tulsa follows the over-
whelming success of last month’s 
Kenari Quartet with The Gryphon 
Trio. The trio will perform a pro-
gram titled “Moonshine Ballads 
and Various Charms” with singer 
Patricia O’Callaghan at the Re-
naissance Square Event Center 
on Mar. 1. O’Callaghan was a 
big hit when she was here last. 
Her music pulls from a range of 
composers ― Arlo Guthrie, Aar-
on Copland and Randy Newman 
among them.

The Gryphon Trio performs 
again in concert at the Tulsa PAC 
on Mar. 3. 

Choregus Productions hosts the 
return of the mega-talented dance 
troupe Compagnie Hervé Koubi, 
March 5. French-Algerian chore-
ographer Koubi heads a company 
composed of 12 French-Algerian 
and African men, incorporating 
urban dance, martial arts and oth-
er dance genres into compelling 
works.

Tulsa Town Hall’s season has 
been thrilling so far. The lecture 
series next will feature internation-
al photographer Platon on Mar. 8. 
He has photographed world lead-
ers like Vladimir Putin and stars of 
every stripe.

Enjoy all that Tulsa venues have 
to offer. Take a loved one or take 
a friend. Make your own special 
occasion with an emphasis on an 
authentic, shared experience.
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Show Buzz

By NANCY HERMANN

VARIETY
February Offers Much to Love on Tulsa Stages

TM

1-844-623-3185Promo code N7017
*Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus $299 taxes & fees. Cruise pricing based on lowest cabin category after savings; upgrades available. Single supplement and seasonal surcharges 
may apply. Add-on airfare available. Onboard Credit requires purchase of Ocean View or Balcony Cabin. For full Set Sail terms and conditions ask your Travel Consultant. Offers apply to new bookings 
only, made by 2/28/19. Other terms and conditions may apply. Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

The escorted tour experts since 1967! All tours include hotels, sightseeing and baggage handling.

BOOK YOUR VACATION NOW – CALL FOR LIMITED TIME SAVINGS

Grand Alaskan
Cruise & Tour

Ultimate Hawaii 
Tour with Pearl Harbor 
Experience

Enjoy a spectacular cruise & tour between Seattle and 
Alaska including 7 nights aboard Holland America Line’s 
ms Westerdam and 4 nights on land. You’ll cruise the Gulf 
of Alaska and the Inside Passage—a breathtaking sea 
lane teeming with marine wildlife, where you’ll pass 
glaciers, towering mountains, and lush forests, with stops 
in Ketchikan, historic Skagway and magnificent Glacier 
Bay. On land, you’ll go deep into Denali National Park, tour 
Anchorage, and see the Alaska Wildlife Conservation Center.

Enjoy a fully-escorted 4-island Hawaiian vacation with 
beachfront lodging on Kauai, Maui, and the “Big Island” of 
Hawaii, and a centrally-located hotel in gorgeous Waikiki 
on Oahu. Includes a Pearl Harbor experience where you will 
see the USS Arizona Memorial and Battleship Missouri. Visit 
historic Lahaina, enjoy a boat cruise on the Wailua River and 
authentic Hawaiian entertainment and food at our Farewell 
Feast. Escorted throughout by our friendly Tour Directors—
your local experts. Price includes 3 inter-island flights.

12 days from $1,849* $1,599*

Departs June - September, 2019
13 days from $2,249* $1,799*

Departs year-round

Save 
 

$500 
per couple

FREE ONBOARD CREDIT

Save up to 
$900 

per couple

NRO PD T 0118 5327 E

Ask an associate for details.

844-682-1151

Learn how to get a 
Galaxy S8 FREE! 

SMARTPHONE BOGO: Limited Time O�er. Select locations. Must buy each iPhone 8 64 GB ($699.99) on 0% APR AT&T Next (30 mos. at $23.34/mo.) or AT&T Next Every Year (24 mos. at $29.17/mo.) with eligible service. Tax on full retail price of both due at sale. After all credits, get iPhone 
8 64GB for free. Max credit may be applied towards other eligible iPhone 8/8 Plus models priced up to $950, which will be discounted but not free. iPhone X is not eligible. Req’d Wireless: Eligible postpaid wireless voice & data svc on both devices (min. $65/mo. for new svc with autopay 
and paperless bill discount. Pay $75/mo. until discount starts w/in 2 bills.  Existing customers can add to elig. current plans If you cancel wireless svc on one, will owe that device balance of up to $950. Activation Fee: up to $45/each. Return: Return w/in 14 days. Restocking fee up to $45 
each may apply. Add’l BOGO terms for customers w/consumer acct & Subscriber Paid User acct: Purchased device must be on Subscriber Paid User acct & free/discounted device must be on the consumer acct.  Billing addresses for Subscriber Paid User & consumer accts must match.  Req’s 
elig. postpaid wireless voice & data svc on both devices. Combined min. elig wireless svc is $73.50/mo. ($28.50/mo. on Subscriber Paid User acct + $45/mo. on consumer acct after autopay & paperless bill discount. Pay $83.50/mo. until discount starts on consumer acct w/in 2 bills.) Bill 
Credits: Applied in equal amounts to device over entire agmt term & will not exceed $700. Both wireless lines must be on same acct, be active & in good standing for 30 days to qualify. To get all credits, free wireless line must remain active, with eligible service, and on agmt for entire term. 
If you cancel service, upgrade or pay up/o� agmt early your credits may cease.  Limits: May not be combinable w/other o�ers, discounts or credits. Purchase, �nancing & other limits & restr’s apply. Participation in this o�er may make your wireless account ineligible for select other o�ers 
(including select bill credit o�ers) for a 12 month period.  See store or att.com/iphone8o�er for o�er details.
GEN. WIRELESS SVC: Subj. to Wireless Customer Agmt (att.com/wca). Credit approval required. Svcs not for resale. Deposit: May apply. Limits: Purch. & line limits apply. Prices may vary by location. Taxes, fees, monthly, other charges, usage, speed, coverage & other restr's apply per line. 
See att.com/additionalcharges for details on fees & charges. Promotions, terms & restr’s subject to change & may be modi�ed or terminated at any time without notice. AT&T service is subject to AT&T network management policies. See att.com/broadbandinfo for details.
IV Technologies Inc.

THE PLAY THAT GOES 
WRONG:  A Broadway laugh-a-
minute farce, presented by Celebri-
ty Attractions, runs Feb.25-Mar. 3

MY FAIR LADY: Tabitha Littlefield and Mark Frie star  in Theatre Tul-
sa’s presentation of the classic musical, showing at the PAC Feb. 22-Mar. 2.

THE COMMODORES: The Funk/Soul band revisits their hits, Feb. 14 
at the Hard Rock.classic musical, showing at the PAC Feb. 22-Mar. 2.

CHAMBER MUSIC: Chamber Music Tulsa features the Gryphon Trio 
Mar. 1 and 3.

TULSA TOWN HALL: Inter-
nationally known photographer 
Platon talks about time spent with 
world leaders and celebrities Mar. 
8 at the PAC.

SUNDAY IN THE PARK WITH 
GEORGE: The first-ever Tulsa 
production of Stephen Sondheim’s 
play comes to the PAC, Feb. 15-24.
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By NANCY HERMANN
Variety Editor

Celebrity Attractions’ CEO Kris-
tin Dotson enjoys a challenge.

For more than 35 years, the Tul-
sa-based company has cultivated 
one of the largest season subscrip-
tion series in the country. Last 
year, subscriber numbers reached 
an all-time high with the addition 
of the blockbuster “Hamilton” to 
Celebrity’s 2018-19 season roster. 
Dotson knew her company had set 
the bar high for whatever shows 
might follow, and she wondered, 
along with hopeful subscribers, 
what could possibly rival “Ham-
ilton.” At a recent gathering at 
the Tulsa Performing Arts Center, 
Dotson and her team revealed their 
answer.

Opening the 2019-20 season on 
Sept. 24-29 is the musical that 
many die-hard Broadway fans 
name as their favorite of all time, 
“Les Misérables.” Set in volatile 
19th-century France and based on 
Victor’s Hugo’s novel, “Les Mis” 
is about persistence, shattered 
dreams, redemption and the pow-
er of the human spirit. The show’s 
beloved songs were penned 
by Frenchmen Alain Boublil 
and Claude-Michel Schőnberg. 
“Bring Him Home,” “I Dreamed a 
Dream,” and “One Day More” are 
among them. This staging earned 
Tony nominations for Best Reviv-
al of a musical. Scenery for the 
new production features imagery 
inspired by the paintings of Victor 
Hugo.

“‘Les Mis’ is such an iconic ti-
tle,” says Dotson. “It seems to 
speak to people on so many dif-
ferent levels. The characters, the 
lyrics, the story, the staging ― it is 
definitely a favorite for many, and 
the national tour is way overdue. 
It’s been 17 years since the show 
has made its way to Tulsa. Such 
a great title for this season, along 
with ‘Miss Saigon,’ to balance out 
the four new productions coming 
our way.”

An “everlasting gobstopper” 
of a musical comes in the form 
of Roald Dahl’s “Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory,” Nov. 19-24. 
This is the tale of an inventive 
young boy, Charlie Bucket, who 
lives with his struggling grandpar-
ents and who loves candy. When 
he wins one of five Golden Tick-
ets that are hidden inside a candy 
bar wrapper by the eccentric Wil-
ly Wonka, Charlie embarks on an 
adventure with Grandpa Joe to 
discover how sweet it is, or not, 
inside the factory. The songwrit-
ers from “Hairspray” wrote the 

score, which includes “Pure Imag-
ination” and “The Candy Man,” 
along with other lively tunes. 

“Miss Saigon” returns to Tul-
sa Dec. 31, 2019 to Jan. 5, 2020. 
Based on Puccini’s “Madama But-
terfly,” the musical follows the 
doomed romance of an American 
Marine and a young Vietnamese 
girl who meet before the fall of 
Saigon. This production features 
a cast of 42 performing music 
written by the “Les Mis” team of 
Boublil and Schőnberg. Mounted 
in London, and Tony-nominated 
for its Broadway revival, “Miss 
Saigon” is a touching, soaring love 
story about the true-to-life trauma 
of those who were brought togeth-
er and separated by the wartime 
chaos of Vietnam.

The celebrated playwright Ter-
rence McNally and the creators 
of the Tony Award-winning “Rag-
time” have teamed up to tell the 
story of the youngest daughter of 
Russia’s last tsar in the upcoming 
musical, “Anastasia.” Although 
her family was murdered by the 
Bolsheviks in 1918, rumor persist-
ed for years that she had escaped 
the fate of her parents and siblings. 
The musical imagines the princess 
on the run and traveling from Rus-
sia to Paris in the 1920s. Pursued 
by a Soviet officer, Anastasia is 
helped by caring people to safe 
place where she can find love and 
peace. “Anastasia” plays at the 
Tulsa PAC April 7-12, 2020.

Disney’s “Frozen” has been a 
runaway hit with families ever 
since the first “Let It Go” let loose 
on the big screen in 2013. Music 
from the blockbuster animated 
film was combined with a dozen 
new songs in this Broadway pro-
duction, earning 16 Tony Awards. 
“Frozen” is about two sisters who 
search for love, each in her own 
way. Landing the “Frozen” tour 
for Tulsa, slated for June 3-14, 
2020, was a major coup.

“We are thrilled to have ‘Fro-
zen’ on our season this early in its 
tour,” says Dotson. “To host the 
Oklahoma premiere of the hottest 
“snow” on Broadway is an honor, 
and Tulsa will love the production 
― complete with Disney magic,” 
she adds. 

Closing the season, and with 
rave reviews wherever it plays, 
“Come From Away” is coming to 
Tulsa, July 14-19, 2020. The sto-
ry of 7,000 stranded passengers 
and the small Newfoundland town 
that took them in after 9/11 is told 
through the music of Tony Award 
nominees Irene Sankoff and David 
Hein. 

“The story is so incredible. It is 

such a testament to the triumph of 
the human spirit,” says Dotson. “I 
left the show wanting every sin-
gle person in the country to see 
it. Theatre normally is an escape, 
but this true, very inspiring story 
allows you to embrace what hap-
pened and find light after one of 
the darkest days in our history.”

Celebrity Attractions wants the 
very best experience for every 
ticket buyer. Celebrity offers the 
reminder that only the Tulsa PAC 
and Celebrity Attractions are offi-
cial retail ticket outlets. Beware of 
scalpers. Tickets for new season 
subscribers will be available on-
line, by phone and in person. For 
up-to-date information on the sea-
son, join the Celebrity Attractions 
mailing list at www.CelebrityAt-
tractions.com.
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CHOCOLATE FACTORY: Hen-
ry Boshart as Charlie Bucket and 
Noah Weisberg as Willy Wonka star 
in Roald Dahl’s “Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory,” Nov. 19-24.

Celebrity Attractions Reveals New Season Roster

LES MISERABLES: The beloved musical opens the Broadway season Sept. 24-29 at the Tulsa PAC.

COMING IN 2019-20: Tulsa PAC Director Mark Frie and Celebrity 
Attractions’ CEO Kristin Dotson share a stage moment to help announce 
the 2019-20 Broadway season.

Les Mis, Frozen Among 
2019-20 Highlights
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Eric Clapton’s 1974 album, “461 
Ocean Boulevard,” marked a turn-
ing point in the career of the legend-
ary blues man. It was a resurgence 
as well as a de-
parture from the 
Cream-era Clap-
ton, finding laid 
back grooves to 
replace the more 
aggressive guitar 
leads that put him 
on the map in the 
1960s. It’s also an 
excellent example 
of the far-reach-
ing impact of the 
Tulsa Sound.

Convent ional 
thinking tells us 
that the two pil-
lars of the Tulsa 
Sound are J.J. 
Cale and Leon 
Russell. I’m not 
going to argue 
against that claim. 
However, for the 
sake of spirited 
discussion, I will 
make the case that 
neither Tulsa icon 
made as significant an impact on 
the music industry, or on pop cul-
ture, as the other two heads on the 
Tulsa Sound Mt. Rushmore: bassist 
Carl Radle and drummer/percus-
sionist Jamie Oldaker.

Okay, a few things to unpack 
there. Yes, I just casually stated 
as fact my personal response to 
the bar-room-debate-starter classic, 
“Who’s your Mt. Rushmore…” (If 
you’re more of a Chris Rock/High 
Fidelity top-five person, I respect 
that variation.) And although I feel 
it would be foolish for you to de-
bate me on my Mt. Rushmore, if 
you want to make a case for Elvin 
Bishop or Flash Terry, we can have 
that conversation.

But the conversation I want to 
have now is regarding my more 
outlandish claim that Radle and 
Oldaker had a more significant im-
pact on music and pop culture than 
Russell and Cale. That’s a more dif-
ficult claim to defend, but, hey, it’s 
my job. So lets gets back to “461 
Ocean Boulevard.”

In 1973, Oldaker, a Tulsa native 
and Edison High School graduate, 

had just finished recording the al-
bum, “Back in 72” with Bob Seger. 
It was that album, featuring the 
hit “Turn the Page,” that gave the 

22-year-old Olda-
ker his first signif-
icant experience 
in the studio. He 
returned to Tulsa 
and was hired by 
Leon Russell to be 
a session musician 
at the legendary 
(and nearly ren-
ovated) Church 
Studio. 

Around the same 
time, fellow Tul-
san Carl Radle 
returned to Tulsa 
after a stint with 
Eric Clapton’s side 
project, Derek and 
the Dominoes, and 
began to play and 
record with Old-
aker and Russell. 
The Tulsa Sound 
was flourishing.

C o n v e r s e l y , 
Clapton’s career 
was not flourish-

ing. It was stagnating, possibly cir-
cling the drain as he spent the better 
part of three years in the early 1970s 
struggling with addiction; reclusive 
and rarely picking up a guitar, much 
less recording or touring. 

Many of Clapton’s friends and 
fellow musicians, including Radle, 
made efforts to get him back in the 
studio and get his life and career 
back on track. As part of this ef-
fort, Radle sent Clapton a tape that 
featured Oldaker on drums. More 
than a year later, Clapton called 
Radle to tell him he was ready to 
record a new album. “Bring Jamie 
and the other kids from Tulsa with 
you,” he said.

This presented a tough decision 
to Oldaker, who felt loyalty to 
Russell and didn’t want to leave 
his band. He ultimately made the 
decision, with Russell’s blessing, 
to join Clapton and record “461 
Ocean Boulevard.”

Critics, for the most part, praised 
the album, making note of the 
departure from Clapton’s earlier 
recordings. In one review, critic 
Robert Christgau used the phrase, 

“laid-back-with-Leon music,” to 
describe the album. Today, we call 
that the Tulsa Sound, but I have to 
admit, laid back with Leon has a 
nice ring to it.

Rolling Stone originally criticized 
Clapton for not being more promi-
nent on the album and taking a back 
seat to his band. In 2012, however, 
the magazine included “461 Ocean 
Boulevard” on it’s list of the 500 
greatest albums of all time, touting 
its “…melo, springy grooves minus 
guitar histrionics.”

“461 Ocean Boulevard” featured 
Clapton’s biggest hit, Bob Mar-
ley’s “I Shot the Sherriff,” Clap-
ton’s only single to reach No. 1 on 
the Billboard Hot 100 chart. Regae 
music and Bob Marley were virtu-
ally unknown at the time, but it 
was Oldaker who heard the song 
from Marley’s album, “Burning,” 
and persuaded Clapton and the 
band to take a shot at cutting it for 
their album.

Clapton was reportedly less than 
thrilled with the track, feeling they 
had come short of doing Marley’s 
original version justice. The record 
company disagreed, and Bob Mar-
ley was soon a household name.

Radle remained Clapton’s bass-
ist until shortly before his death 
in 1980 from a kidney infection. 
Oldaker recorded 11 albums with 
Clapton during the 1970s and 80s 
before joining forces with another 
Tulsa legend, Steve Ripley, to form 
the Tractors. The 67-year-old Old-
aker is still going strong. In 2016, 
Oldaker and his wife, Mary, started 
MOJO Fest, an annual fundraiser 

for the Tulsa Day Center for the 
Homeless, held in the East Village 
downtown. Lately, he’s been work-
ing with the Oklahoma Historical 
Society to help get tulsa’s OKPOP 
Museum up and running.

So, credit Radle and Oldaker with 
getting Clapton back in the game, 
helping him reinvent his sound, 
and ushering Ragae into the main 
stream. Does that move the needle 
more than “After Midnight?” Does 
that add more thread to the cultural 
fabric than “Mad Dogs & English-
men?” Discuss among yourselves. 
And if you enjoy such a discussion, 
you might also enjoy…

Leon Russell: A Life in Music
The Woody Guthrie Center is host-

ing a five-week course on Leon Rus-
sell’s development as a musician, his 
place in rock and roll and his legacy. 
Led by music historians Randy Cale 
and John Cooper with several spe-

cial guests, classes are held weekly 
starting March 5 and wrap up in mid 
April. The class is $100, or $75 for 
Woody Guthrie Center members. 
The fee for attending a single class 
is $25. Go to woodyguthriecenter.
org to reserve your spot.

The class will cover Russell’s 
early years in Tulsa, his influence 
on music in Los Angeles, bringing 
Tulsa to the world with Mad Dogs 
& Englishmen, his solo years and 
his resurgence in the 2000s. The 
class will also feature guest speak-
ers who worked alongside Russell 
and those in Tulsa who are working 
to preserve his legacy.

As for the Mt. Rushmore debate, 
perhaps we can pick that up be-
tween sets at one of our local music 
venues in the near future. I’m not 
sure where or when, but it’ll hap-
pen. We’re bound to cross paths as 
long as we keep searching, keep 
listening.

 Nothing is off limits this year as 
the Tulsa Gridiron takes a humor-
ous look at the issues, events and 
personalities of power and pres-
tige in politics and cultural events 
of the day. 

The show will be at 8 p.m. 
March 1 and 2 in the Assembly 
Hall of the Cox Business Center.

The Tulsa Gridiron Review pro-
vides scholarships for students 
seeking journalism and commu-
nication majors.

“This is a fast-paced show with 
a lot of parodies written to songs 
the audience will know,” said 
Randy Krehbiel, chairman of the 
trust that puts on the show and 
chief author. 

Well-πknown area musical di-
rector, vocalist and song writer 
Rebecca Ungerman returns as 
director of the show and she has 
brought Jordan Hehl and Josh 
Westbrook as music directors.

This year’s Interlocutor will be 

KJRH News Anchor Travis Guil-
lory, also known locally in theatre 
productions. 

The cast includes veteran Grid-
iron performers Ungerman, Ra-
chel Bachman, Ed Bettinger, Su-
zanne Bloomfield, Nick Bushta, 
Carson Cash, John Cory, Kelly 
Cory, Jane Duenner, DJ Mor-
row Ingram, Joan Gallo, Crystal 
Kline, Ann Lauderdale, Kelly 

McEver, Mike McEver, Megan 
Stevens, Jennifer Thomas, Gabri-
el Todd, Renee Walker and April 
Wind.

Newcomers to the cast are Ryan 
Devlin, Jonathan Galluzzi, Mendi 
Kellner, Meg Matlock and Megan 
Sayler-Hudelson.

The show is written by a com-
mittee of authors led by Tulsa 
World reporter Krehbiel. Lenzy 
Krehbiel-Burton returns as the 
show’s stage manager and Tim 
Moore as the show’s technical 
director.

The Gridiron tradition of the 
Roasting Ear Award will go to 
The Gathering Place. This annual 
award is presented to a politician, 
community leader, other notable 
(and now, local attraction) who 
has received the most press in the 
previous year – good or bad. 

Sponsors include AEP-Public 
Service Company of Oklahoma, 
East Side Christian Church, Gu-
RuStu and Walsh Branding.

Tickets are available  online at 
www.tulsagridiron.org/tickets.
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Searching for
The Sound

By BRYAN CANTRELL

PREPARE to fight!
Your FIGHT begins with

Critical Illness and Health Insurance!
“I should know, I’m a survivor!

Let me HELP you with all your insurance needs.”

BRittAny gRAnt
Anchor FinAnciAlGroup 

insurAnce Broker

Cell . 918.693.1031
OffiCe . 918.591.2880

brittany@myanChOrgrOup.COm
www.myanChOrgrOup.COm

NOBODY OFFERS 
MORE DISCOUNTS 
THAN FARMERS 

Call 918.921.9988 today! 
For Home, Auto, Life and Business.

CHARLIE JONES

Your Local Agent

6931 S 66TH EAST AVE # 220

TULSA, OK 74133

CJONES5@FARMERSAGENT.COM

https://agents.farmers.com/cjones5

 ■ Automobile insurance
 ■ Homeowners insurance
 ■ Life insurance

Restrictions apply. Discounts may vary. Not available in all states. See 
your agent for details. Insurance is underwritten by Farmers Insurance 
Exchange and other a�liated insurance companies. Visit farmers. com 
for a complete listing of companies. Not all insurers are authorized to 
provide insurance in all states. Coverage is not available in all states.
Life Insurance issued by Farmers New World Life Insurance Company, 
3120 139th Ave. SE, Ste. 300, Bellevue, WA 98005.

Tulsa Gridiron Set for March 1 & 2

The Tulsa Sound Makes Its Presence Felt in 1974

Courtesy talkbass.comCourtesy drummerworld.com
JAMIE OLDAKER CARL RADLE
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HEALTH & WELLNESS

AW18-1018

We Cover What MEDICARE 
Does Not

At last! Affordable coverage1 for  
the important health services2  
that Medicare does not cover.

Call for free information: 

877-819-1214 
Online >> www.WeCoverDV.com/tulsa

1. Policy provisions and benefits may vary from state to state. Some benefits may not 
be available in all states. 2. Dental and Vision plans may be purchased individually.

Pastor Weldon Tisdale Named Gatesway CEO

By BOB LEWIS
Contributing Editor

The Gatesway Foundation, a Bro-
ken Arrow-based non-profit organ-
ization dedicated to aiding adults 
with intellectual and developmen-
tal disabilities, has hired Pastor 
Weldon Tisdale Sr. as its new Chief 
Executive Officer replacing CEO 
and former board president Jim 
Pacula.

Gatesway was founded in the 
1960s by Helen Gates to assist 
adults like her son Ronnie who was 
born with Down syndrome. At that 
time, the then 21-year-old man had 
virtually no employment opportu-
nities and his living options were 
limited to being homebased or con-
fined to a nursing home.

Since then, Gatesway has grown 
into an organization that encourag-
es independence and provides op-
portunities for people with intellec-
tual disabilities to live and work in 
the community and improve their 
quality of life. Its scope of opera-
tions includes employment pro-
grams, residential operations and 
an array of services offered to local 
businesses.

“Mrs. Gates was one of our most 
important historical figures be-

cause of her genuine concern for 
the well-being and advancement of 
those with intellectual disabilities,” 
Tisdale said. “Her devotion to Ron-
nie changed the course of countless 
lives in the Tulsa area, and I’m 
honored to be selected as CEO of 
the alliance that will carry on in her 
name.”

Tisdale’s first mission will involve 
spearheading efforts to solve linger-
ing budgetary problems caused by 
years of mismanagement and com-
pounded by what agency officials 
describe as chronic underfunding 
by the state. Toward that end, a 
number of steps have been under-
taken, including the sale of some 
properties and the trimming of the 
number of individuals served.

In 2016, Gatesway’s annual hot 
air balloon festival was grounded. 
Its annual golf tournament was 
dropped a year earlier.

“The state’s underfunding for our 
clients provided the backdrop for 
Gatesway’s turnaround; but out of 
every bad experience comes some-
thing good,” agency officials said 
in a news release.

“With the leadership of Pastor 
Tisdale, Gatesway will polish off 
its reorganization with a return to 
the Helen Gates Way of rallying 

the public behind our clients,” the 
release said.

About Weldon Tisdale
A member of one of Tulsa’s most 

prominent families, Weldon Tisdale 
is skilled in nonprofit organiza-
tions, corporate strategy and devel-
opment, strategic planning, public 
speaking, organizational leadership 
and fundraising. He holds a Bache-
lor of Arts degree in Sociology and 
Organizational Behavior from Yale 
University and a Master of Busi-
ness Administration degree from 
the SMU - Edwin L. Cox School of 
Business.

His resume includes service as 
director of business development 
for the Williams Communications 
Group and as senior pastor of 
Friendship Church.

His father, the late Louis Tisdale, 
was a long-time Tulsa pastor and 
community leader. Following his 
death in 1997 the Osage Express-
way was renamed the L.L. Tisdale 
Expressway in his honor. One of his 
brothers, the late Wayman Tisdale, 
was a three-time All American bas-
ketball player at the University of 
Oklahoma, National Basketball 
Association standout and an inter-
nationally known musician.

Broken Arrow-Based Non-Profit
Faces Major Financial Challenges

GTR Newspapers photo

READY TO LEAD:  Pastor William Tisdale, right, with a Gatesway 
client during the announcement of Tisdale’s appointment of Chief Exec-
utive Officer.

GTR Newspapers photo

TULSA BONE & JOINT EXPANSION:  Tulsa Bone & Joint Associates, a full-service orthopedic and 
sports medicine practice, recently celebrated the groundbreaking of its Union Pines Surgery Center and ad-
ditional campus expansion at 4808 S. 109th E. Ave. in Tulsa.  From left are Dr. William Surbeck, Dr. Wesley 
Stotle, Dr. Scott Dunitz, Dr. Jessica Childe, Tulsa Chamber of Commerce CEO Justim McLaughlin, Dr. David 
Mokhphee, Dr. Chris Martin and Dr. Britney Else.  

Courtesy photo

GRAND OPENING:  The Center for Individuals with Physical 
Challenges recently held its Grand Opening event for The Hardesty 
Family Adaptive Sports Complex. The new facility will be adding an 
additional 37,000 square feet to The Center, an adaptive rock-climb-
ing wall, a resistance therapy pool, a yoga room, a roof top terrace, 
and an outdoor sports court. From left are Mike Neal, Tulsa Region-
al Chamber; John Graves; Sarah Graves; Lori Long, the center’s 
executive director; Judy Kishner, The Anne & Henry Zarrow Foun-
dation; Emeka Nnaka, the center member ambassador; Kara Joy 
McKee, district 4 city councilor; Michelle Hardesty, The Hardesty 
Family Foundation; Allison Anthony, Tulsa Area United Way; Scott 
Beller, the center’s board president
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EDUCATION

T R A I N  F O R  A  C A R E E R  
I N  H E A L T H C A R E

Broken Arrow Campus 
4000 W. Florence St.

Lemley Memorial Campus 
3420 S. Memorial Dr.

Owasso Campus 
10800 N. 140 E. Ave.

Peoria Campus 
3850 N. Peoria Ave.

Riverside Campus 
801 E. 91st St.

Sand Springs Campus 
924 E. Charles Page Blvd.

(918) 828-5000
info@tulsatech.edu

Prepare for your future and learn the skills to achieve your goals. Apply online  

at tulsatech.edu/apply or for more information, call (918) 828-5000.

» Over 90 Career Majors     » State-of-the-Art Classes & Labs      
» No Tuition for H.S. Students     » Affordable Tuition for Adults

AT TULSA TECH,  WE 
HELP STUDENTS GET  

ON THE PATH TO A 
SUCCESSFUL CAREER

Downtown Tulsa    918-594-8000

AVIATION
CAREERS

ADVANCING

The aerospace administration and operations bachelor’s degree 
program at Oklahoma State University-Tulsa provides the management 
skills and specialized knowledge necessary to thrive in Tulsa’s dynamic 
aviation sector.

Our industry-driven, hybrid course model is tailored to the needs of 
working adults:

· Face-to-face sessions 1-2 times a semester allow networking with   
  instructors, colleagues and industry executives.

· The remainder of each eight-week course is taught online, making it 
  easy to earn a bachelor’s degree  while  working full time.

Visit tulsa.okstate.edu/aerospace for more information. 

Higher Learning Commission Reaffirms
Accreditation for Tulsa Community College

The Higher Learning Commis-
sion has reaffirmed Tulsa Commu-
nity College’s accreditation. TCC 
is the largest community college 
in Oklahoma, serving 24,000 stu-
dents annually in college credit 
courses.

HLC, the regional accrediting 
agency, visited in September 2018 
to review TCC’s ongoing ability to 
meet HLC’s Criteria for Accredita-
tion. The HLC criteria consists of 
five core components from mission 
to resources, planning and institu-
tional effectiveness and four as-
sumed practices from ethical and 
responsible conduct to teaching 

and learning: evaluation and im-
provement.

“The report confirms all the hard 
work we are doing to support stu-
dents and produce a trained work-
force for the Tulsa community,” 
said TCC President and CEO Leigh 
B. Goodson. “The HLC reviewers 
cited TCC as a vibrant institution 
that is an integral part of the greater 
Tulsa community and praised Tulsa 
Achieves for addressing local edu-
cational needs.”

TCC is in the middle of refining 
the student learning assessment 
process for a majority of the col-
lege’s academic programs. In 2022 

as part of a mid-cycle Assurance 
Review, TCC will provide HLC a 
comprehensive update regarding 
assessment practices and how we 
are using student outcome metrics 
to make decisions about curriculum 
and teaching strategies. 

Accreditation allows students to 
qualify for financial aid, and for 
students to be able to transfer credit 
hours to other institutions of high-
er education. Accreditation is af-
firmation that TCC operates in the 
right way, meeting HLC’s criteria 
and incorporating best practices for 
students, faculty, staff and the Tulsa 
community. 

Higher Education Chancellor Presents Legislative Agenda
Strengthening Oklahoma’s work-

force pipeline through degree and 
certificate completion continues to 
be the state system of higher edu-
cation’s top priority. That was the 
message delivered by Chancellor 
Glen D. Johnson as he presented 
the Oklahoma State Regents for 
Higher Education’s FY 2020 bud-
get request and 2019 legislative 
agenda to an audience of lawmak-
ers, community leaders and educa-
tors at Northeastern State Universi-
ty-Broken Arrow on Jan. 16.

“As we continue our work to 
build Oklahoma’s economy and 
workforce by increasing college 
degree completion, we must fo-
cus on increasing faculty salaries, 
restoring base operational fund-
ing and fully funding the concur-
rent enrollment program for high 
school seniors,” said Johnson. 
“Low salary levels are straining 
public college and university fac-
ulty retention and recruitment 

in nursing, business, education, 
sciences, engineering and other 
high-demand programs that are es-
sential to meet Oklahoma’s work-
force needs. Concurrent enroll-
ment, which strengthens student 
preparation, reduces family costs 
for college and decreases the time 
required to complete a degree, is 
currently funded at approximately 
87 percent of the cost to our state 
system colleges and universities.” 

The Oklahoma State Regents for 
Higher Education recently voted 
to request $878.2 million for FY 
2020, which reflects an increase 
of $101.5 million or 13.1 percent 
over the FY 2019 appropriation of 
$776.7 million.

The State Regents are request-
ing $38.7 million to provide a 7.5 
percent increase in faculty sala-
ries. The average faculty salary at 
Oklahoma’s public colleges and 
universities is more than 10 per-
cent below their peers in other 

states. The request also includes 
$20.4 million to increase the num-
ber of faculty and instructor posi-
tions and restore course sections 
to meet academic instruction re-
quirements. Increased funding for 
financial aid and scholarship pro-
grams will also be a priority; the 
State Regents are seeking $12.3 
million to restore significantly 
diminished scholarship programs 
and fully fund the concurrent en-
rollment program.

The State Regents will also 
continue efforts to protect the 
dedicated funding source for the 
Oklahoma’s Promise scholarship 
program, through which  more 
than 80,000 students have earned 
college tuition scholarships since 
the program’s inception in 1992.

Another area of legislative focus 
for the state system of higher edu-
cation will be to maintain current 
law regarding weapons on cam-
puses. Oklahoma higher education 

supports the second amendment 
and gun ownership. Under current 
law, campus presidents have the 
discretion to permit the carrying 
of weapons when an exception is 

warranted. The State Regents and 
the presidents of all 25 state sys-
tem institutions strongly believe 
that the current law with regard to 
weapons on campus is working.

Courtesy photo

BUDGET PRESENTATION:  Chancellor Glen D. Johnson presents 
the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education’s FY 2020 budget re-
quest and 2019 legislative agenda to an audience of lawmakers, commu-
nity leaders and educators at NNSU-BA on Jan. 16.

Courtesy OSU-CHS

OSU-CHS TRIBAL SCHOOL:  Oklahoma State University 
Center for Health Sciences (OSU-CHS) announces the establish-
ment of multiple scholarship funds totaling $475,000 from the 
Cherokee Nation, Chickasaw Nation, Choctaw Nation of Okla-
homa and 13 private donors in honor of the nation’s first tribally 
affiliated medical school – the OSU College of Osteopathic Medi-
cine at the Cherokee Nation. The new medical school is the result 
of a partnership between OSU-CHS and the Cherokee Nation and 
is set to open in 2020 on the campus of the Cherokee Nation’s 
W.W. Hastings Hospital in Tahlequah.
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January was School Board Recognition 
Month and an opportunity for local schools 
and communities to honor 
the more than 2,700 elected 
school board members for 
their untiring dedication to 
children and schools.  Tul-
sa Tech faculty and staff 
celebrated and recognized 
board of education members 
during their monthly board 
meeting on Jan. 28.

At Tulsa Tech, our board 
members not only must 
develop policies and make 
tough decisions on com-
plex educational and social 
issues impacting the entire 
community, they also bear 
responsibility for over 600 
employees across six cam-
puses, and over 58,000 stu-
dents annually in full-time, 
part-time, as well as corpo-
rate training classes.  We’re 
very proud of the board 
members who help guide 
our district, and the impact 
each individual has on our 
community and region.  

Ray A. Owens, PhD
The Rev. Dr. Ray A. 

Owens is the Pastor of 
the Metropolitan Bap-
tist Church in Tulsa. In 
addition to his parish 
work, Owens serves as 
the Affiliate Assistant 
Professor of Ethics and 
Black Church Studies 
at the Phillips Theologi-
cal Seminary.  He is deeply involved in the 
Tulsa community. He serves on the Steering 
Committee of IMPACT-Tulsa and is a board 
member for Tulsa Educare. He is also the 
founder and chairman of the board of the 
Met Cares Foundation, a non-profit organi-
zation that seeks to facilitate the development 
of high performing schools in the north Tulsa 
community. Owens is an active member of 
both Alpha Phi Alpha and Sigma Pi Phi fra-
ternities.

Rick Kibbe 
Rick Kibbe graduat-

ed from Southwestern 
Oklahoma State Univer-
sity with a bachelor’s 
degree, and a major mi-
nor in social science and 
secondary education. 
He completed his Mas-
ter’s Degree in second-
ary administration from 
Northwestern Oklahoma State University, 
and completed his superintendents certifica-
tion from Oklahoma State University.  Kib-
be has been in education for 34 years, 26 of 
which have been in administration. He has 
also served as an adjunct instructor at North-
western Oklahoma State University. While 
serving as superintendent at Catoosa Public 
Schools, he was named Superintendent of 
the Year for the 2008-09 and 2010-11 school 
years.  Kibbe is also active in his community 
as a member of the Catoosa Economic De-
velopment Authority, as well as a part of the 
Catoosa Chamber of Commerce.

Mark Griffin 
Mark Griffin is continu-

ing his 
lifelong 
dedica-
tion to 
serving 
T u l s a 
area stu-
d e n t s . 
A f t e r 
32 years at Tulsa Public 
Schools and Tulsa Tech in 
instructional, support and 
administrative roles, Grif-
fin retired from his previous 
duties at Tulsa Tech in 2014. 
His professional empha-
sis has been in educational 
technology, both using tech-
nology to enhance instruc-
tion and teaching technol-
ogy to students. Griffin is 
a Fellow of the J.C. Spark-
man Institute has received 
numerous national and state 
awards for his instructional 
work including the Okla-
homa Department of Ca-

reer and Technology Education’s “Friends 
of Trade and Industrial Education Award,” a 
rare honor for an individual. His core beliefs 
center on building strong relationships within 
Tulsa Tech, as well as with other schools and 
enterprises in our service area.

David E. Charney
David E. Charney is an 

attorney, real estate de-
veloper and owner of a 
local homebuilding com-
pany. Charney is co-own-
er and Managing Partner 
of Owasso Land Trust, 
L.L.C., a real estate de-
velopment company with 
investment activity throughout the Tulsa area.  
He is involved in several civic organizations 
in the Tulsa area and currently serves as Chair-
man of the Owasso Economic Development 
Authority and Chairman of the Tulsa County 
Board of Adjustment. Charney also serves on 
the Board of Directors of RCB Bank Holding 
Company, an Oklahoma Banking corporation 
with over 40 branches throughout Oklahoma 
and Kansas. He is on the Board of Directors 
for the Oklahoma Center for Community and 
Justice, as well as currently representing Dis-
trict 4 as a member of the Tulsa Technology 
Center’s School Board.

Danny Hancock 
Danny Hancock has 

been part of the construc-
tion industry for more 
than 30 years. Hancock 
is a construction manager 
for Cowen Construction, 
a 120-year-old compa-
ny based in Oklahoma. 
Hancock is a graduate of 
Charles Page High School and also received 
a certificate of completion from the plumbing 
program at Tulsa Tech. He attended OSUIT 
in Okmulgee receiving his Associate’s De-
gree in applied science, with emphasis on 
construction technology in 1993. Hancock 
stayed active in multiple training programs, 
including HVAC training at Tulsa Tech, 

while working for a Tulsa mechanical con-
struction company. He carries a plumbing 
contractors license in Oklahoma, as well as 
a master plumbing license in Arkansas. He 
has served as an adviser for Tulsa Tech and 
OSUIT programs for nearly two decades. 
Hancock recently served as president of the 
Association of Oklahoma General Contrac-
tors and was appointed in 2014 to serve as 
a state code commissioner on the Oklahoma 
Uniform Building Code Commission.

Sharon Whelpley
Sharon Whelpley brings 

many years of experience 
and knowledge to the 
Tulsa Tech community. 
After retiring from Tulsa 
Tech following 12 years 
of service, Whelpley was 
elected to the Broken Ar-
row Public Schools Board 
of Education, where she provided 20 years of 
service to help guide a path for student suc-
cess.  An avid volunteer, Whelpley has served 
the Broken Arrow community through orga-
nizations and events such as Gateway Bal-
loon, Tulsa Garden Center, Broken Arrow 
PTA, and the Broken Arrow School Foun-
dation to name a few.  Whelpley has been a 
resident of Broken Arrow for over 35 years, 
married to husband Lee, has three children, 
four grandchildren, and is a member of First 
Baptist Church in Broken Arrow.

Dr. Jim Baker
Dr. Jim Baker’s back-

ground in education 
serves him well as a board 
member by providing the 
perspective of a practi-
tioner in formulating poli-
cy-making decisions.  Not 
only has Baker served in 
all executive positions on 
the board, but also led 
an effort to define and address safety issues 
long before school violence became a na-
tional concern. Baker was named to the 2000 
Oklahoma State School Boards Association 
All-State School Board, a select group of five 
board members from the more than 3,500 
across the state. 

Tulsa Tech is both honored and fortunate 
to have the leadership, guidance, and vision 
provided by our outstanding board of educa-
tion, and we thank each board member for 
helping all of our great students ‘Make Their 
Own Path’.

If you’re currently looking for exciting 
classes for high school and adult students, 
quality corporate training, or a challenging 
new career, Tulsa Tech invites you to visit to-
day.  For more information, please call 918-
828-5000 or visit us online at tulsatech.edu.

News From
Tulsa Tech

By DR. STEVE TIGER
Superintendent

Tulsa Tech Board of Education Members Honored 
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ORU’s Expansion Continues with Building Purchase 
Oral Roberts University has 

purchased from Victory Tulsa the 
buildings and seven acres on the 
southwest corner of 81st and Del-
aware. It plans to begin remod-
eling the main 100,000-square-
foot building and the adjacent 
14,000-square-foot warehouse 
immediately into a multi-purpose 
complex that will house nurs-
ing, engineering, health sciences, 

counseling services, ORU’s on-
line operations team, and the golf 
team. The new facility is expected 
to open later this year.

“With 10 years of steady enroll-
ment growth, the time is now for 
several of our colleges to expand,” 
said ORU President Dr. William 
M. Wilson. “This provides us the 
opportunity to grow the Anna 
Vaughn College of Nursing—

ORU’s top-notch program that 
boasts a 100 percent job place-
ment rate—as well as the School 
of Engineering, which recently 
advanced to the final rounds of a 
competition sponsored by SpaceX 
about the future of public transpor-
tation. 

The transition of these programs 
will also free up needed space for 
other programs at ORU.”

The newly remodeled building 
will provide the space needed for 
ORU’s online enrollment team, 
which continues to grow, as well 
as new offices and indoor practice 
facilities for the ORU golf team. 

Because the building is across 
from campus on a very busy 81st 
street, the University will of-
fer a regularly scheduled shuttle 
throughout the day. It will also add 

decorative fencing to ensure the 
safety of students, Wilson said.

“This is a great time to be a stu-
dent at ORU,” said Wilson. “In 
the past five years ORU has cut 
the ribbon on the award-winning 
Global Learning Center, the ONE-
OK Sports Complex, an Intramu-
ral Sports Park, and will open its 
first new dorm since 1976 this 
fall.”

TTCU presents $4,000 to Bixby Public Schools
TTCU Federal Credit 

Union recently presented 
a $4,000 donation to Jenks 
Public School District as part 
of its School Pride program. 
Over the past 12 years, the 
School Pride program has 
distributed over $1 million to 
area schools. 

“I believe that every child 
should have the opportuni-
ty to get an excellent edu-
cation,” President and CEO 
Tim Lyons said. “As a credit 
union, it is a cause we have 
believed in since the very be-
ginning. We were founded by 
educators to help other edu-
cators, and while our mem-
bership has diversified over 
the years, our commitment 
to education and teachers re-
mains as strong as ever.”

The program began in 
2007 as a way for TTCU 
and its members to make a 
difference in the communi-
ty. TTCU members select 
among 60 School Pride de-
signs honoring area schools, 
and every time they use their 
debit card, TTCU makes 
a financial donation to the 

school. Over $46,000 has 
been donated to Bixby Public 
School District thus far.

A TTCU checking account 
with a School Pride Visa© 
debit card can be opened on-
line or at any branch. Visit 
ttcu.com for more informa-
tion.

About TTCU  
Federal Credit Union

TTCU is the second-larg-
est credit union in Oklahoma 
with 16 branches; six in Tul-
sa, two in Broken Arrow, one 
in Bixby, Jenks, Claremore, 
Miami, Muskogee, Owas-
so, Sapulpa and Tahlequah. 
Established in 1934, TTCU 
Federal Credit Union is a 
$1.8 billion credit union serv-
ing more than 130,000 mem-
bers who are educationally 
affiliated, including students 
and their families as well as 
hundreds of Select Employee 
Groups in northeast Oklaho-
ma with a full complement 
of depository, lending and 
financial advisory services. 
TTCU is federally insured by 
the NCUA

Courtesy photo

SUPPORTING EDUCATION: TTCU Federal Credit Union Community Relations Manager Rosie Kramer, right, 
presents Superintendent Rob Miller of the Bixby Public School District with a $4,000 donation.
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BIXBY SPORTS
Sydney Page a Force on Both Sides of the Court

By MIKE MOGUIN
GTR Sports Writer

Check the box score for Bixby 
girls and you’ll often see Sydney 
Page’s name among the top scor-
ers. But if you ask her, offense is 
not her preference. 

“I would consider myself more 
of a defensive player,” Page said. 
“I enjoy getting rebounds and get-
ting stops a little more than scor-
ing.”

A 5-9 senior guard for the Lady 
Spartans, Page began playing bas-
ketball at age 4, starting off in an 
intramural organization at Union. 
She moved to Bixby in eighth 
grade.  

Besides the hardwood, Page also 
runs track and field. After graduat-
ing, she plans to attend Oklahoma 
State and major in marketing and 
advertising. She has no plans to 
participate in sports in college, so, 
she hopes to make the best of what 
remains in her time at Bixby. 

What Page enjoys most about 
the game of basketball is the team-
work aspect. 

“I enjoy the recognition you get 
from your teammates when you 
do something good and when they 
pick you up when you are down,” 
Page said. “I enjoy playing with 
the girls more than just playing 
individually. I mainly enjoy the 
teamwork and the comradery I get 
from playing the game.”

Page said that she was a little 
more timid last season, but taking 
up track helped change that. 

“I wasn’t reaching my full po-

tential in basketball,” she said. “In 
track, I never ran hurdles before in 
my life.” 

She would conquer her fears.
“Definitely running hurdles 

helped me with my confidence and 
it transferred over this year into 
basketball season,” Page said. 

Page enjoys watching basketball 
games on TV. Like most Oklaho-
mans, she is an Oklahoma City 
Thunder fan. As for as favorite 
players, she likes to watch Lebron 
James, who is now with the Los 
Angeles Lakers. 

It has been an up and down sea-
son for the Lady Spartans. As of 
Jan. 30, they were 11-7 overall and 
ranked 18th in Class 6A. 

“We started off really strong,” 
Page said. “Our biggest thing is 
our team unity. A lot of our guys 
have been playing together for so 
long. So early in the season, we 
kind of hit a rough patch and we 
were losing games. We weren’t 
playing as well as a team.”

Bixby won its first three games, 
then dropped three of four games 
in mid-December. They finished 
the month winning their last 
two games in the Tournament of 
Champions at the ORU Mabee 
Center. They began 2019 with a 
loss to No. 4 Sand Springs and re-
sponded by winning three straight. 
But, then came another three loss-
es, two of which came to ranked 
Frontier conference foes Sapulpa 
and Booker T. Washington.  

Something had to change. 
“What we did as seniors is we 

came together, talked to our team 

and basically explained the goals 
that we have to make this season 
the best one yet and I think that 
led to our victory against Union,” 
Page said. 

Bixby beat Union, ranked sev-
enth at the time, 46-39 on Jan. 22. 
They followed up with a 64-57 
win at Broken Arrow one week 
later.  

“When we are at our lows, we’re 
not playing so much as a team,” 
Page said. “We’re playing more 
individually because we’re wor-
ried about losing, so, I feel like all 
of our victories have come from us 
playing more as a team.”

Beating Union also made it spe-
cial for Page, since she used to at-
tend school there.

“The losing streak was very 
hard,” she added. “We definitely 
took a closer look at film and felt 
we could do better. We knew of 
Union’s victorious season so far. 
In order to end our losing streak, 
we knew we were going to have 
bring our best against them, be-
cause they are such a great team. 
Ending our streak with a big win 
against Union was just what we 
needed to succeed further into the 
season.”

Another high point in the season 
was beating Owasso, last year’s 
Class 6A state champion, on Jan. 
8. Although the Lady Rams lost 
key players from that last year’s 
squad to graduation, beating them 
was big for the Lady Spartans, 
Page said.  

Bixby hopes to keep rolling and 
make state for the second consecu-

tive year come next month.
“I definitely can see us going to 

the state tournament again if we 
just continue to play with that re-
silience and that team mindset,” 
Page said. “I believe anybody is 

beatable in the Frontier Valley 
Conference on any day. Teams 
have on and off nights and if we 
can catch a team’s weakness on 
any given night, then we can beat 
any team we want to.”

Courtesy Union High School Athletics 

SURGING SPARTANS:  Sydney Page drives to the basket in a game 
against Lincoln Christian early this season.

Bixby Senior Fills the Stat Sheet
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A season opener against perennial power-
house Michigan State and a home schedule 
that rivals the best in recent history high-
lights The University of Tulsa’s 2019 foot-
ball season, as the school recently released 
its schedule. 

Seven 2018 bowl participants are featured 
on Tulsa’s 2019 schedule, including Michi-
gan State and Oklahoma State in non-con-

ference action, while five of Tulsa’s eight 
American Athletic Conference opponents 
also played in a bowl game in 2018.

Michigan State and Oklahoma State are 
joined on Tulsa’s non-league schedule by 
two of Tulsa’s former conference members, 
San Jose State and Wyoming, when the 
schools were members of the Western Ath-
letic Conference (WAC).

In addition to OSU, Tulsa’s highly com-
petitive home schedule features Wyoming 
and American Athletic Conference oppo-
nents UCF, Houston, Memphis and Navy.

“Obviously, our schedule is really tough,” 
said Tulsa head coach Philip Montgomery. 
“To start the season on the road at a peren-
nial powerhouse team in Michigan State, 
then turnaround and travel to the West Coast 
for a game against San Jose State, and then 
you’re back home playing Oklahoma State 
and a week later Wyoming.”

“You don’t have a chance to breathe, start-
ing with the back-to-back road games, then 
when you finally get home you have the 
Cowboys here in your home stadium. It’s 
a challenging non-league schedule that will 
definitely help prepare us for an extremely 
competitive conference schedule,” added 
Montgomery.

Tulsa opens the season on Friday night, 
Aug. 30, in East Lansing against the Mich-
igan State Spartans in the first-ever meet-
ing between the two schools. The Hurri-
cane will continue its season on the road 
with a matchup against San Jose State in 
the Bay area on Sept. 7.

 A week later, the home season opens with 
a visit by Oklahoma State in the Bank of 
Oklahoma Turnpike Series on Sept. 14. 
The Cowboys and Hurricane have met 71 
times previously, the second-most in Tulsa 
history. OSU leads the series 39-27-5. An-
other band of Cowboys will visit Chapman 
Stadium a week later as Tulsa renews a se-

ries with the Wyoming Cowboys, on Sept. 
21.

“We have a lot of exciting home confer-
ence games when you look at Navy, Mem-
phis, Central Florida and Houston. Those 
teams have perennially been at the top of 
our league, so we know we have our hands 
full at home and we have tough road games 
in the midst of that.”

“Navy has been consistently good year-in 
and year-out and Memphis won the west 
division last year. After those two, we have 
Central Florida coming to town, a team that 
lost just one ballgame in the last two years, 
then we finish it up with a rivalry game 
against Houston,” said Montgomery.

 For 2019 Football Season Tickets,  visit-
tulsahurricane.com.

New season tickets will be available online 
or by calling 918.631.4688 starting Feb. 18.   

  
2019 Tulsa Football Schedule

Date	 Opponent                           
Aug. 30 (Fri.)	 at Michigan State 
Sept. 7	 at San Jose State                  
Sept. 14	 OKLAHOMA STATE               
Sept. 21	 WYOMING 
 Oct. 5	 at SMU*                              
Oct. 12	 NAVY*                                
Oct. 19	 at Cincinnati*                      
Oct. 26	 MEMPHIS* (Homecoming)   
Nov. 2	 at Tulane*                           
Nov. 8 (Fri.)	 UCF* (ESPN Networks)        
Nov.  23	 HOUSTON*                         
Nov. 30	 at ECU*  
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Tulsa Football Hosts OSU in Upcoming Season

SPORTS
Metro Christian Experiencing Success on Hardwood
By MIKE MOGUIN
GTR Sports Writer

Metro Christian Academy is 
having an outstanding year on the 
hardwood.

Part of that is due to loads of 
talent. Another factor is that the 
players have bought into lessons 
taught by the athletes who came 
before them.

As of Feb. 4, the Patriots were 
16-4 overall and ranked fourth in 
Class 3A, and hope to make the 
state tournament for the first time 
in two years.

“We have had a three-year run 
here where we’ve been success-
ful,” Metro boys coach Bryon 
Flam said.

“We went to the state tourna-
ment two years ago (2017) here 
at Metro. But, we had a group of 
seniors the year before that were 
tired of losing. They had a great 
work ethic, which they taught 
to this younger group,” Flam 
said. “Although that senior class 
(2016) didn’t win, the next year, 
it allowed us to be successful. Our 
guys bought in to what that bunch 
taught, as well as to what we are 
teaching and it has rubbed off and 
carried from there.”

Flam, who is in his sixth year as 

Metro’s coach, has wealth in his 
basketball background. He was a 
member of Broken Arrow’s 1997 
state championship team, be-
ing teammates with current B.A. 
coach Beau Wallace and playing 
for legendary coach John Phillips. 
He was also a student manager 
one year for Eddie Sutton while 
attending Oklahoma State.

He said this year has been sur-
prising, although he knew his 
Patriots would be good. Through-
out most of the season, he said, 
they have benefitted from depth. 
In most games, they have had to 
overcome a size disadvantage.

The tallest players on the MCA 
roster are 6-5 Evan Sadler (junior, 
forward) and Harrison Blake (se-
nior, forward). Blake and Evan 
Grantham (6-3, sophomore, for-
ward) also bring size, respectfully 
weighing 205 and 190 pounds, 
from playing for the Patriots’ 
football team.

Metro has had to overcome 
adversity due to a starter being 
out with an injury. Blaze Munoz 
(6-3, junior, forward) broke his 
hand four games into the season 
and has been out since. But, he is 
expected to return in time for the 
district tournament, Flam said.

The starters for Metro have been 

Caden Hale (6-1, junior, guard), 
brothers Jacob (6-0, senior, 
guard) and Zach Mershon (5-11, 
senior, guard), with Trevor Burns 
(6-4, senior, forward), Sadler 
and Ian Sluice (6-2, sophomore, 
guard) rotating in the No. 4 and 
No. 5 spots.

“Trevor had been a guard in our 
program, up until his senior year. 
He probably grew two inches over 
the summer and we moved him to 
the forward position and he’s been 
outstanding for us this year,” Flam 
said. “Ian has come on lately scor-
ing. He scored 28 in the semifinal 
game in the Lincoln Tournament.

“We have a little team, but they 
play hard,” Flam said. “They’re 
very unselfish. We have about 
four guys who average about 10 
points per game and another aver-
aging eight.”

In their latest game, as of 
submission of this story, Met-
ro picked up a big win, 41-36, 
against Regent Prep, ranked 
eighth in Class 2A, in the High 
School Hoops Showcase event on 
Feb. 2. Burns led Metro with 14 
points. Zack Mershon got 12 and 
Jacob Mershon picked up 10. 

“What’s been great for us is 
we have had a different leading 
scorer every night and these guys 

don’t care,” Flam said. “It’s that 
‘whatever it takes’ attitude. When 
they want to play defense, we’re 
pretty solid on the defensive end. 
But we’re averaging the most 
points that we’ve averaged in 
my six years as well. So, that has 
helped,” Flam said.

By playing teams bigger than 
they are, Flam and his team be-
lieve it is going to prepare them 
for the playoffs.

“What’s helping us is we’ve shot 
the ball really well this year, and 
we’ve rebounded well, although 
we’ve been smaller than most of 

our opponents,” he said. “Last I’ve 
checked, we’ve outrebounded our 
opponents and that is something 
we have stressed daily.

“We’ve had a lot of players who 
have accepted their roles that we 
have given them. We have guys 
that aren’t playing a lot of minutes 
that normally would have played 
a lot for us. It’s just that our depth 
is so good and they have accepted 
that and they give us minutes off 
the bench,” Flam said.

“Overall, we have 11 guys we 
feel comfortable playing,” Flam 
added.

Courtesy of Metro Christian Academy Athletic Department

TOP TEAM:   Metro, boys’ basketball team, led by head coach Bryon 
Flam, front row, middle, is ranked fourth in the Class 3A at the start of 
this month.
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Tulsa Oilers’ Peter Sivak Keeps on Going and Going

By GLENN HIBDON
GTR Sports Writer

 
Like a crazed battery-powered 

bunny rabbit, Peter Sivak keeps on 
going and going and going. At 36, 
Sivak is one of the oldest players 
in the ECHL, suiting up with 18 
teams in four leagues through 19 
professional seasons. He came to 
Tulsa for one reason: to provide 
instant offense for good friend 
Rob Murray, coach of the Oilers. 
Instead, Sivak experienced the 
first major chink in his career.

Less than 24 hours following 
surgery for a torn labrum and with 
four pins placed in his shoulder, a 
heavily bandaged Sivak arrived at 
the Oilers training room to begin 
rehab, and face an uncertain fu-
ture. When most players his age 
have long since retired from minor 
league hockey, why does Sivak 
continue?

“I don’t think he has anything 
else to do,’’ said Murray, who 
coached Sivak at ECHL Alaska 
and won the Kelly Cup with him in 
2013-14. “He’s a guy who leads by 
example and he’s better now than 
then. I understand him and we’ve 
always had a good relationship. 
He’s always had his best years 
with me.’’

Yes, indeed. The 5-foot-11, 
179-pound scoring ace of the Aces 
piled up 31 goals and 52 assists in 
that championship season. It was 
the highlight of a career that’s seen 

Sivak amass 609 points in 965 
games, including 284 goals. Before 
his injury, Sivak recorded eight 
points in 10 games with the Oilers. 
Then came the 11th game at Idaho.

 “It was an awkward play where he 
was reaching around a guy and hurt 
his shoulder,’’ Murray said. “The 
doctors decided he’s out for the 
year and we don’t know when he’s 
coming back. We haven’t had that 
discussion yet. Thirty-six is really 
old for this league, but he is not the 
prototypical player. He still has val-
ue and he brings a lot to the game.’’

Sivak arrived in Tulsa planning 
on being a player/coach for the 
Oilers. Before the injury, he ran 
a couple of optional practice ses-
sions and now keeps statistics 
during games, helping Murray 
break down opponents’ trends and 
tendencies. It helps Sivak deal 
with the emotional and physical 
pain of his situation.

“It is painful,’’ confirmed Sivak. 
“After surgery I couldn’t sleep. I 
had to lie down flat and take pills 
for the pain. I go back (to the doc-
tor) in two weeks.

“I haven’t had many injuries 
before. I’ve always been pretty 
healthy. This is the reason I still 
play, I like hockey. I like scoring, 
for sure, and I like being with the 
group (teammates). Maybe I will 
go into coaching. I’ve helped with 
camps before and I think I would 
like coaching the small kids.’’

Before that day comes, Murray is 

hoping there are more on-ice goals 
ahead for his friend.

“He had a good season last year 
in Rapid City,’’ said Murray. “He 
thought about retiring, but he be-
came a free agent over the summer 
and he said he wanted to play again. 
He still brings a lot to the game and 
we miss him. He would have con-
tinued to contribute (on ice).’’

No matter what awaits Sivak after 
his playing days are over, no one 
should feel sorry for him. Hockey 
has already led to his success in 
more ways than one. He met his 
wife Alisha, already an American 
citizen, while attending the Slova-
kian championship game. She led 
to Sivak also becoming a citizen 
and the pair now have a home in 
San Francisco where Alisha is an 
occupational therapist.

 Therapy will become a familiar 
routine for Sivak. He said riding a 
stationary bike will form the basis 
of his recovery along with vertical 
jumping. When Sivak does recover, 
he may still have a few glory days 
ahead of him as a call up with the 
American Hockey League. Murray 
said an AHL team phoned him re-
cently inquiring about Sivak.      

After playing 19 games with four 
different AHL teams, how come 
he hasn’t stuck?

“Because I’m too old,’’ Siv-
ak said bluntly. “The AHL is for 
young guys, guys who are NHL 
prospects. I never got drafted by 
the NHL and I was 30 when I was 

still playing in Slovakia.
“I don’t know right now how 

much longer I will play. It’s year 
to year. I always wait until summer 
and see how I feel and then make 
the decision. She (his wife) likes 
that I play hockey, but she misses 
me and would rather have me at 
home.’’    

Murray still wants him with the 
Oilers for various reasons. He said 
Sivak is a multifaceted player with 
a really quick release on his shot 
and is one of the better skaters on 

the team. He said as long as your 
legs are still there, you can still 
contribute.

“He’s also very proactive in help-
ing the younger guys. If he sees 
something they’re doing wrong, 
he will talk to the guys and draw 
stuff up for his line mates,’’ Mur-
ray said. “He feels he can still play 
and I don’t see why he shouldn’t. 
He takes care of himself and his 
off-ice habits are excellent. He’s 
not hard on his body.’’  

  While it’s obvious that Sivak 
does not have many seasons left, 
there are a couple of accomplish-
ments that no blue liner, no skeptic 
can take away.

During the 2011-12 season in 
Slovakia, he scored a goal in 3.23 
seconds one of the fastest all-time 
in any level of hockey. In 2009-
10, he scored a goal on NHL great 
Dominick Hasek. Hasek finished 
his career in his native Czech Re-
public and Sivak faced him.

 “Oh yeah, I scored a goal against 
him,’’ Sivak volunteered, beaming 
with pride. “I scored on Dominick 
Hazek, the legend.’’

And that memory sustains this 
little geriatric bunny, who has al-
ready established himself as a mi-
nor league legend in his own right. 
No matter the situation, he keeps 
on going and going…..

Veteran on Ice Has 
Played For 18 Teams in
19 Professional Seasons

PETER SIVAK



	 Page 20	 GREATER TULSA REPORTER NEWSPAPERS	 August 2018

		  CALL 918-254-1515 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION

	 Page 16	 GREATER TULSA REPORTER NEWSPAPERS	 February 2019

		  CALL 918-254-1515 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION

Second Chance at Life Worth the Fight for 
CBS News’ Lara Logan During Horrific Ordeal
By LESA JONES
Contributing Editor

Lara Logan knew she was about 
to suffer a horrific death at the 
hands of a 200-300 person mob as 
they ripped her clothes apart.  

She remembers how she felt 
with great detail as they were tear-
ing her bra off her body and the 
necklace from her neck in Tahrir 
Square as she was there reporting 
on the 2011 Egyptian Revolution 
for  60 Minutes.

The Chief Foreign Affairs Cor-
respondent for CBS News told 
a sold-out Tulsa Town Hall au-
dience at the Tulsa Performing 
Arts Center that in that moment 
she wanted her children, a four-
year-old son and a 10 month old 
daughter,  to know that she died 
fighting.

“How can I give up on my chil-
dren? They deserve better from 
me and I didn’t have a lot to give 
them at that point. So I thought 
I am going to fight so that when 

they read about this they’ll know 
that I died fighting,” she said. 

“They could take a lot from me, 
but they couldn’t take that,” she 
said of the men who gang raped 
her in the crowded, dirty streets 
that day.

Raised in South Africa at the 
height of apartheid, Logan dis-
cussed the impact that Nelson 
Mandela, Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu and others had on her young 
life as she began her career as a 
journalist at age 17.  

She said her “soul was forged in 
that environment.”

In the midst of the attack, Logan 
said, “I knew I began to die, and 
I really had to stop fighting the 
sexual assault at the point. I was 
fighting for something that was 
long gone.”

Adrenaline was gone. Strength 
was gone; at that point even a 
breath was hard to take.

Logan says she’s been repeatedly 
told she is brave for even speak-
ing of her ordeal.  She scoffs at 
the idea and says it isn’t bravery, 
that it didn’t take courage to speak 
about it. 

“Because all of my life I have 
stood by and stood up for what 
I believe in,” she said. “I knew 
when I disappeared in that mo-
ment that this was not going to 
be my dirty, little secret that I was 
going to carry in shame the rest of 
my life. This didn’t belong to me. 
The only way to live it was to live 
it honestly.”

Logan also recalled a young 
woman named Allison in South 
Africa that she had met as a young 
journalist at the age of 20 or 21. 
The woman had been brutally at-
tacked, her throat was cut and she 

was left for dead alongside the 
road. Yet, with grit and determi-
nation she dragged herself on her 
hands and knees to get help. She 
found the strength within herself 
to give a detailed description of 
the perpetrators and they were ar-
rested the next day. 

At the trial Allison was asked 
how she was able to recover and 
be so strong and she said, “They 
took so much from me that night, 
why would I give them the rest of 
my life as well?”

At 41, at the time of her attack 
in Egypt, Logan remembered Alli-
son’s words from all of those years 
before. She says she’s thought 
about it so much since that time. 

“What does it do when you say 
those words? You say, ‘I decide.’”

It was like that moment when 
I was almost dead and I thought, 
‘No, I decide how I am going to 
die and I will die fighting.’”

She described a moment when 
as she says she was like a “writh-
ing, naked little animal” and no 
one would touch her because she 
was naked.  Eventually, a group 
of soldiers beat their way through 
the crowd and covered her with a 
traditional robe and brought her to 
safety. 

Don’t feel sorry for me she says.  
“I know bad things happen to 

good people all the time,” Logan 
said.  “That’s the way the world 
works. I never had a moment of 
anger. Why? Because I had a sec-
ond chance at living and I wasn’t 
going to waste it.”

Though Logan has traveled the 
world reporting on some of the 
most complex issues and wars to-
day, she still has a thirst for knowl-
edge.

“I’m really at the point where I 
know nothing,” Logan said. ”All 
this time and all the places I’ve 
been, all the work and all the 
knowledge that I’ve acquired and 
I’ve never known less than I do 
right now.”

But politics is the last thing she 
cares about.

“My issue is not politics, my is-
sue is the truth. How can I acquire 
as much information, if possible 

all of the information, in order to 
figure out the truth and then find 
a way to communicate it in a way 
that’s meaningful and memora-
ble.”

 The next Tulsa Town Hall will 
feature internationally acclaimed 
photographer Platon on March 
8.  He has produced more than 20 
covers for Time Magazine and is 
a colorful storyteller and human 
rights activist. 

LESA JONES for GTR Newspapers

TOWN HALL PRESENTATION:  Lara Logan talks about her ordeal 
in Egypt during the Tulsa Town Hall presentation at the Tulsa Perform-
ing Arts Center in January.
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Veteran Joshua Starks Leads VFW Post 577
By TERRELL LESTER
Editor at Large

It would not be unreasonable to 
envision Tulsa VFW Post 577 as a 
living history museum.

In less than a year, the two-story 
brick building at 1109 E. Sixth St., 
will be celebrating its centennial 
milestone.

If the walls could talk.
Instead, a competent proxy 

for those walls would be Joshua 
Starks, post commander for some 
18 months.

Despite his relative youth, he is 
42, he is well-versed on the narra-
tive that traces the storyline of this 
facility. Deftly and willingly, he can 
share that background and its lega-
cy with little prompting. 

The Veterans of Foreign Wars had 
been meeting for three years in Tul-
sa’s first City Hall, at Fourth Street 
and Cincinnati Avenue, when the 
Oklahoma National Guard in 1920 
opened its armory about a mile 
away from the city’s downtown 
hub, according to Starks.

It wasn’t until 1947 that the VFW 
Post made the move into what 
would become its permanent home.

The structure, still sound and ag-
ing handsomely, is passionately 
maintained by a volunteer staff of 
veterans while serving as a beacon 
of hope for those who have served 
their country on foreign soil.

In its earliest years, the armory 
housed the National Guard and 
served as a field hospital during the 
1921 Tulsa race riot. 

It has survived tornadoes, endured 
the heat and drought of the 1930s.

A speakeasy was operated at 
times within the armory during the 
period when Oklahoma was under 
the restraints of prohibition.

Following the conclusion of 
World War II, the Oklahoma Na-
tional Guard moved its headquar-

ters to the new armory at the Tul-
sa Fairgrounds. In 1947, the VFW 
purchased the property on Sixth 
Street for one dollar, with the Na-
tional Guard retaining the sole right 
of return.

In the 1950s, the first decade of 
rock and roll, and into the Sixties, 
the newly positioned VFW Post 
rolled out its red carpet for week-
end dances, welcoming veterans 
and civilians who were emerging 
from the grips of World War II and 
the Korean War.

Today, the post is continuing to 
embrace veterans who have re-
turned from wars in locations such 
as Vietnam and the Middle East.

Starks is one such veteran. As 
a lieutenant in the Army, he com-
manded troops against the Taliban 
during an 18-month deployment in 
Afghanistan.

Returning to his Tulsa home in 
2012, he struggled during his rein-
tegration into the civilian world. He 
rejoined Spirit AeroSystems, where 
he still works as an aircraft inspec-
tor, but continued to be haunted 
by wartime memories and fallen 
brothers.

Friends and veterans led him to 
Post 577 in 2014. 

Immediately, he liked what he 
saw, liked what he heard.

Still, there was something lack-
ing.

Summoning up the leadership 
skills he acquired in Officer Can-
didate School and honed in battle, 
Starks embraced the mission of the 
VFW and strengthened his Post’s 
commitment to the veteran. He 
soon moved into the Post’s leader-
ship chair.

By charter, the VFW is a volunteer 
organization. All monies brought 
into the VFW, Starks stressed, goes 
to veterans’ services.

Of chief concern to Starks and the 
VFW are those services offered to 

veterans. The VFW can be an advo-
cate, an intermediary, in handling 
what Starks calls “the leg work,” 
in taking a veteran through the pro-
cedures that lead to the successful 
claiming of federal benefits for 
themselves (particularly medical) 
and their families.

Post 577, Starks said, has a mem-
bership of some 450. 

It extends a helping hand to those 
hundreds, even thousands, of Tul-
sa-area veterans not connected to it 
or its programs.

Starks proudly points to 2018 and 
the Post’s work with veterans.

The Post operates with an annu-
al budget of $190,000, Starks said. 
Funding comes from donations, 
with no federal help, he said. His 
budget must cover building main-
tenance, taxes, utilities, etc.

Last year, he said, it helped 244 
veterans file disability and medical 
claims totaling $14,000 each. Each 
claim, he said, renews automatical-
ly each year.

For the three years that Starks has 
had a hand in the post operation, 
his volunteers have helped veter-
ans obtain more than $10 million in 
such claims.

As Starks was transitioning into 
the role of Post commander, he be-
gan to see the road in front of him.

“Vietnam veteran after Vietnam 
veteran after Vietnam veteran 
walked in the door and they were 
all crippled up; they’ve lived a 
hard life,” he said. “They had come 
home from war, had gone to the 
Veterans Administration, and didn’t 
get the services or were denied the 
services or were told they didn’t 
qualify for the services they were 
entitled to.

“Then they walked away and 
they dealt with their (post-traumat-
ic stress disorder), their (traumatic 
brain injury) or their bullet wounds 
on their own for the entire life. 

They lost families, lost home, lost 
jobs.

“They had been coping with their 
issues on their own without support 
services for decades. There is this 
trail of human wreckage behind 
them.

“I said we have to change the way 
we do business. We can fight. 

“I can’t not fight it. I have to try,” 
he said.

With the help of volunteers, do-
nations from Tulsa’s community 
leaders, Starks has Post 577 at the 
forefront of the fight for those vet-
erans in need of medical and dis-
ability support.

It has become a beacon of hope.
“We don’t know where the vet-

erans are. He might be in a house 
five blocks away. He needs help,” 
Starks said.

“But he’s been told that he can’t 
get help. How do we reach him? 
We don’t know where he is. We 
don’t know where she is.

“But what we can do is turn the 
light on, and we can make it as 
bright as possible. We can swing 
that light around and they will 

come.
“As you help one or two success-

fully, they will go back and call a 
friend, as well. 

“It’s word of mouth. And it’s 
been huge,” he said.

“We have accomplished some 
amazing things.

“What we’re doing is still trying 
to keep (the spirit of) those same 
soldiers that I had deployed with 
in Afghanistan alive and to save 
some of the guys that we (are still 
losing),” he said.

“It hasn’t stopped. I haven’t put 
my oath down. I haven’t put down 
my sword. I haven’t stopped.

“I’m still trying to take care of 
soldiers. And this place allows me 
to do that,” he said.

Among the fundraisers at VFW 
Post 577 are luncheons on Wednes-
days and Thursdays (11 a.m. to 1 
p.m.) and Saturday breakfasts (8 
a.m. to 10 a.m.) and a lounge that 
is open Monday through Saturday, 
3 p.m. until midnight. All are open 
to the public. 

Additionally, the Post has meet-
ing rooms available for rent.

GTR Newspaper photo

ENTHUSIASTIC COMMANDER:  Joshua Starks, who served in the 
U.S. Army as a lieutenant in Afghanistan, leads the Tulsa VFW Post 577 
at the relatively youthful age of 42.

TULSA PRESS CLUB’S FIRST DRAFT:  The Tulsa Press Club’s annual First Draft 
craft beer tasting was held this past fall at ONEOK Field.  Enjoying the fundraiser for 
journalism scholarships are, from left, TPC 2018 President Nicole Amend, Blue Cross Blue 
Shield; TPC General Manager Rebecca Watson; TPC board member Ashli Sims, Iron Gate; 
and TPC 2019 President Clair Johnson, CareATC.  

MLK DAY PARADE ATTENDEES:  Members of the Rotary Club of Tulsa were enthusi-
astic attendees at this year’s Martin Luther King Parade.  In the front row are, from left, Club 
Executive Director Tina Miller, Past-President Linda Bradshaw, Current Club President Han-
nibal B. Johnson, and Diversity and Inclusion Co-Chairs Michelle Place and Daniel Gomez.
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The Tulsa Regional Chamber 
inaugurated David Stratton, exec-
utive vice president of Tulsa cor-
porate banking for BOK Financial, 
as the 2019 chair of the Board of 

Directors during its annual meet-
ing in January. More than 1,400 
attendees watched as Stratton out-
lined his five strategic imperatives 
for the organization in 2019: de-

grees, development of the work-
force, downtown, direct flights, 
and diversity.

“As I hope you agree, let’s all 
take it upon ourselves ... to inspire 
our kids, or any child for that mat-
ter, that there are places they can 
go in life, and that success awaits 
them – hopefully right here in the 
Tulsa region,” Stratton said during 
his inaugural speech.

Stratton succeeds outgoing chair 
Steve Bradshaw, also of BOK 
Financial, who reflected on the 
Chamber’s success in 2018 to im-
prove education funding, attract 
more new economy jobs, and in-
crease the number of direct flights 
to and from the region.

“I take no personal credit for the 
good fortune we experienced in 
2018,” said Bradshaw. “On the 
contrary, I was privileged to work 
alongside the most driven, inno-
vative and determined volunteers, 
elected officials, regional partners, 
young professionals, and educa-
tion administrators you’ll ever 
meet. I feel grateful to have been 
given that opportunity.”

A Claremore, Oklahoma native, 
Stratton earned a bachelor’s degree 
in finance from the University of 
Oklahoma and his MBA from the 
University of Tulsa. In addition to 
his board service with the Cham-
ber, he serves on the boards for 

the Foundation for Tulsa Schools 
and the Tulsa Community College 
Foundation.   He is the past board 
president of Street School. 

Also at the annual meeting, Brad-
shaw presented several awards to 
a number of the Chamber’s most 
outstanding partners in 2018:
• Volunteer of the Year: Nicolas 

Stolusky, Tulsa Zoo Manage-
ment

• Regional Economic & Work-
force Development Partner of 
the Year: Sid McAnnally, ONE 
Gas

• Regional Business & Edu-

cation Advocacy Partner of 
the Year: Jay Helm, American 
Residential Group

• Regional Tourism Partner of 
the Year: Fred Dorwart, Fred-
eric Dorwart, Lawyers

• Community Development 
Partner of the Year: George 
Kaiser Family Foundation for 
Gathering Place

• Regional Partners of the 
Year: Tulsa Mayor G.T. Bynum 
and Chief of Economic Devel-
opment Kian Kamas

•Lifetime Achievement Award: 
Stuart Solomon, AEP-PSO
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www.edwardjones.com
Craig M Dietert, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
.

6528-G East 101st St South
Tulsa, OK 74133
918-298-2439

 Life insurance is an essential 
 part of caring for your family.

Your Edward Jones fi nancial advisor can help 
you fi nd a life insurance policy that best suits 
your family’s needs. Call today.

Edward Jones is a licensed insurance producer in all states and 
Washington, D.C., through Edward D. Jones & Co., L.P., and in California, 
New Mexico and Massachusetts through Edward Jones Insurance Agency 
of California, L.L.C.; Edward Jones Insurance Agency of New Mexico, 
L.L.C.; and Edward Jones Insurance Agency of Massachusetts, L.L.C.

Craig Dietert
6528-G E. 101st St. S

Tulsa, OK 74133
918-298-2439

Randy Bluhm
418 E. 5th

Bartlesville, OK 74003
 918-337-2712

Liz Gore
12133 S. Yukon Ave.
Glenpool, Ok 74033 
918-518-5853

Matt McGuire
20 N Park St

Sapulpa, OK 74066
918-227-1292

Tanya Butler
2478 W. New Orleans St.
Broken Arrow, OK 74011

918-259-9066

David Fleske
12338 E. 86th St. N
Owasso, OK 74055
918-272-7301

Dewayne Willis
2123 S Atlanta Pl Ste 201

Tulsa, OK 74114
918-745-0260

Lance Lively
348 E. 2nd St.,

Sand Springs, OK 74063
918-245-3796

Leland Nissley
8116 S. Harvard Ave.,

Tulsa, OK 74137
918-481-3401

Rich Keel
13330 S Memorial Ste 2

Bixby, OK 74008
918-369-2500

Bill Gordon
4252 S. Peoria Ave.,

Tulsa, OK 74105
918-712-9717
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www.edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Protect your savings with FDIC 
coverage up to $1.5 million.
Our Insured Bank Deposit program o� ers the assurance of 
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) protection.

This interest-bearing savings solution gives you the convenience 
of having your savings and investments on one statement.

Getting started is easy. Call your fi nancial advisor 
today to learn more.
Deposits are FDIC-insured up to $1.5 million or $3 million for joint accounts of two or more 
people. More information about the Insured Bank Deposit program, including the program 
disclosure, is available from your fi nancial advisor or at www. edwardjones.com/bankdeposit. 
For more information about FDIC insurance, go to www.fdic.gov.

Craig M Dietert, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor

6528-G East 101st St South 
Tulsa, OK 74133-6754 
918-298-2439

Tammy Moore
7147 S. Yale Ave.,
Tulsa, OK 74136

918-488-8999

tulsachamber.com/partnersinprosperity

THE ECONOMY
Tulsa Regional Chamber Inaugurates BOK’s
David Stratton as 2019 Chairman of the Board

Initiatives Include Diversity, 
Downtown and Direct Flights

Dana Day Receives
HBA Spirit Award
Dana Day, founder of Day 

Build and Design, was selected 
as this year’s Home Builders 
Association of Greater Tulsa 
Spirit Award honoree in recog-
nition of the construction of a 
4,591 sq. ft modern farmhouse 
in midtown Tulsa which was 
featured in the 2018 Parade 
of Homes.  This custom-built 
home features unique ame-
nities specifically designed 
for its homeowners such as a 
man cave that transitions to 
an exterior covered porch and 
a two-level hidden alcove for 
children’s play.  

Day has been a member of the 
Home Builders Association of 
Greater Tulsa for close to a de-
cade.  She currently serves as 
the 2019 HBA Builders Coun-
cil vice president/treasurer and 

is a member of the HBA board 
of directors.  She is a recent 
mayoral appointee to the City 
of Tulsa board of appeals.

Courtesy Tulsa Regional Chamber

PROUD PAPA:  David Stratton with his children after his inauguration 
as the 2019 Tulsa Regional Chamber chairman of the Board of Directors 
at the Cox Business Center in downtown Tulsa.

Courtesy photo

DANA DAY



By MARK A. STANSBERRY

In 1992, I founded the Interna-
tional Energy Policy Conference 
(IEPC) with 
the theme be-
ing “Striving 
for Energy Ef-
ficiency and 
Environmental 
Preservation.”  
This under-
lying theme 
has been part 
of each con-
ference event 
that has been 
held in Tulsa, 
Norman, Still-
water,  Wash-
ington, D.C., 
Denver, Hous-
ton, Oklahoma 
City, and other 
locations.  

Twenty-sev-
en years later, 
from the first 
IEPC conference, America’s en-
ergy and environmental steward-

ship continues to be addressed.  
Especially, the subject of climate 
change continues to be debat-
ed.  Also, included in the climate 
change debate are the prospects 
of a carbon tax. 

Many oil and gas companies are 
taking the lead in addressing en-
vironmentally sound policies.  Oil 

and natural gas 
will be in de-
mand for quite 
some time.  The 
way we use and 
preserve energy 
are important 
concerns for our 
society.

Front and cen-
ter for a carbon 
tax is Exxon.  
Exxon has com-
mitted $1 mil-
lion over two 
years to promote 
a national tax 
on carbon.  The 
United Nation’s 
I n t e r g o v e r n -
mental Panel on 
Climate Change 
(IPCC) released 
a climate change 

report.  The writers of the report 
want to drastically cut carbon 

emissions over the next few de-
cades.  

Former Republican U.S. Con-
gressman Ryan Costello states, 
“The disconnect may be widest 
on climate change, in which the 
gap between Republican voters 
and their elected leaders con-
tinues to grow.  More than 80 
percent of Americans including 
nearly two-thirds of Republican 
voters believe that the govern-
ment should take action to reduce 
carbon emissions according to 
one survey.”

As Mark Mills, a senior fellow 
at the Manhattan Institute, in a 
Wall Street Journal article states, 
“Even a compromise that yielded 
enough in subsidies to double the 
green-tech ‘progress’ of the past 
couple of decades would result in 
wind and solar supplying less than 
10 percent of America’s energy.  
Even with subsidies, it would be 
a struggle to keep nuclear power 
and corn alcohol at 10 percent of 
America’s energy supply.  Mean-
while, the absolute level of hy-
drocarbon consumption would 
still go up, comprising a smaller 
share of a much larger pie.” 

As I wrote in my 2012 book 
“America Needs America’s En-
ergy:  Creating Together the Peo-

ple’s Energy Plan,” ‘A heated 
debate over proposed legislation 
for a ‘‘cap and trade’’ system 
occurred in 2009…although the 
concept behind the cap and trade 
system seems simple, the devil is 
in the details.’

Future generations are depend-
ing on us.  Looking forward as 
we envision the future, together 
we all should strive to make the 
planet a much better place to live.

National Energy Talk (NET)- 
National Energy Talk, an Energy 
Advocate Initiative, was launched 
July 31, 2017 in Elk City, Oklaho-
ma and meetings have been held 
in Tulsa, Edmond and Oklahoma 
City along with presentations in 
Houston, Denver and other cit-

ies.  In 2019, NET will continue 
its efforts as a platform engaging 
a national energy dialogue.   Mark 
A. Stansberry is Chairman of The 
GTD Group, an award-winning 
author and energy advocate.
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Want to Purchase
Mineral & Other

Oil/Gas Interests.

Send details to:
PO Box 13557

Denver, CO 80201

America’s Energy and Environmental Stewardship

Along with many other busi-
nesses, the AT&T store was heav-
ily damaged in tornado that struck 
Highland Plaza in August 2017.

The store was officially re-opened 
to start 2019, and the company in-
vited customers, friends and mem-
bers of the Tulsa Regional Cham-
ber and others to celebrate Jan. 31.

“The customer response has 
been tremendous, and our business 
neighbors in Highland Plaza have 
been thankful as well,” said AT&T 
Oklahoma Director of Sales Me-
lissa Phillips. “Oklahomans know 
how to rebound from a natural di-
saster, and AT&T is with them all 
the way.”

The store is the first one of its kind 
in Oklahoma.  It is what AT&T calls 
a “premium entertainment” format 
– “we want customers to know we 
do much more than connect them to 
family and friends. We show them 
how we connect them to the best 
entertainment in the world.”

Phillips adds, “Tulsa is important 
to AT&T, and we wanted to make 
sure the customers in this neighbor-
hood and visitors to the plaza have 

a convenient place to shop.”
The new store design reflects the 

changing ways customers use their 
mobile devices for entertainment. 
In the last year alone, video traffic 
on the AT&T network grew over 75 
percent. According to AT&T, in the 
new store, customers can interact 
with content across many differ-
ent screens and find the best video, 
internet and wireless options avail-
able. This is one of 5,300 AT&T 
owned and authorized retail stores 
nationwide. 

Some key features of the new 
store format are:

Entertainment, everywhere. The 
new AT&T stores illustrate the in-
tersection of content and connec-
tion. Representatives are trained to 

show how services, like DIRECTV 
and DIRECTV NOW and products 
can add value to customers’ con-
nected life.

  Smartphones and more. Phones 
have been moved off the walls 
to the center of the store to make 
it easier to compare and choose. 
Areas to show the most popular 
brands that have products like VR 
glasses, tablets or smartwatches 
that work with smartphones. 

  A comfortable experience. The 
AT&T stores have a personal con-
nection with the reps and services 
and the store provides comfortable 
areas where customers and repre-
sentatives can work together in se-
lecting phones, plans and sometimes 
adding TV and home broadband.  

AT&T Debuts New Store in Highland Plaza
Facility Was 

Heavily
Damaged in 

2017 Tornado

TULSA TWISTER: The 2017 Tulsa tornado took place on Aug. 6.  Ma-
jor damage was inflicted on the Highland shopping and office area in 
southeast Tulsa.  

READY FOR BUSINESS:  The rebuilt AT&T store has officially 
opened for business in the Highland Shopping area.  The address is 5505 
E. 41st St.
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CONGRATULATIONS:  Tulsa Regional Chamber President and CEO 
Mike Neal congratulates Melissa Phillips of AT&T on the opening of the 
Highland Plaza location.
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GTR CLASSIFIEDS
To place a GTR classified ad, please email advertising@gtrnews.com, or call 918-254-1515

Auto Donations

DONATE YOUR CAR – FAST FREE TOW-
ING, 24 hr Response – Tax Deduction, UNIT-
ED BREAST CANCER FOUNDATION, Your 
donation can help save a life! 877-654-3662

DONATE YOUR CAR - FAST FREE TOW-
ING 24hr Response - Tax Deduction - Help 
Save Lives! UNITED BREAST CANCER 
FOUNDATION 866-616-6266

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and 
Support our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 
100% tax deductible. Call 1-800-245-0398

Autos Wanted 

A-1 DONATE YOUR CAR FOR BREAST 
CANCER! Help United Breast Foundation ed-
ucation, prevention, & support programs. FAST 
FREE PICKUP - 24 HR RESPONSE - TAX 
DEDUCTION 855-893-0604 

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All Makes/
Models 2002-2018! Any Condition. Running or 
Not. Top $$$ Paid! Free Towing! We’re Nation-
wide! Call Now: 1-888-985-1806 

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! 2002 and New-
er! Any Condition. Running or Not. Competi-
tive Offer! Free Towing! We’re Nationwide! 
Call Now: 1-888-416-2330. 

Business Opportunities 

Earn Up to $5k Per Month? Work From Home. 
No Experience Necessary. Start Now! earndol-
larsonlinedaily.com Call 1-877-866-6399 

Education 

MEDICAL BILLING & CODING TRAIN-
ING! Train at home to process Medical Bill-
ing & Insurance! CTI can get you job ready! 
1-833-7664511 AskCTI.com HS Diploma/
GED required

Education 

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING - Get 
FAA Technician certification. Approved for 
military benefits. Financial Aid if qualified. Job 
placement assistance. Call Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance 866-453-6204 

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get FAA approved 
hands on Aviation training. Financial Aid for 
qualified students - Career placement assis-
tance. CALL Aviation Institute of Maintenance 
888-686-1704

HEALTHCARE CAREER TRAINING ON-
LINE. Start a New Career in Medical Billing 
& Coding. Medical Administrative Assistant. 
To learn more, call Ultimate Medical Academy. 
855-629-5104

PHARMACY TECHNICIAN - ONLINE 
TRAINING AVAILABLE! Take the first step 
into a new career! Call now:  833-221-0660
 

Financial

Do you owe more than $5000 in Tax Debt? Call 
Wells & Associates INC. We solve Tax Problems! 
Personal or Business! IRS, State and Local. 30 
years in Business! Call NOW for a free consulta-
tion at an office near you. 1-877-746-4933

IRS TAX DEBTS?$10k+? Tired of the calls? 
We can Help! $500 free consultation! We can 
STOP the garnishments! FREE Consultation 
Call Today 1-855-823-4189 

Over $10K in Debt? Be debt free in 24 to 48 
months. No upfront fees to enroll. A+ BBB 
rated. Call National Debt Relief 866-243-0510

Reverse Mortgage: Homeowners age 62+ turn 
your home equity into tax-free cash!   Speak 
with an expert today and receive a free booklet. 
Call 1-866-880-2444
 

Health

NEW Testosterone Gel - No Prescription Nec-
essary. Restore Youthful Energy, Strength and 
Libido! Order online for FREE Shipping. www.
androgenesis.net

Suffering from an ADDICTION to Alcohol, 
Opiates, Prescription PainKillers or other 
DRUGS?   There is hope! Call Today to speak 
with someone who cares. Call NOW 1-855-
866-0913 

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 100 Generic 
Pills SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100% 
guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-5928 
Hablamos Espanol  

Recently diagnosed with LUNG CANCER and 
60+ years old? Call now! You and your fami-
ly may be entitled to a SIGNIFICANT CASH 
AWARD. Call 877-648-6308 today. Free Con-
sultation. No Risk

$$$$VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for $99. 100 
pills for $150 FREE shipping. NO prescriptions 
needed. Money back guaranteed!  1-800-943-
1302

$$$$VIAGRA & CIALIS! 105 pills for $99. 
100 percent guarantee. and guaranteed delivery 
in two weeks and money back guarantee. NO 
prescriptions needed. Money back guaranteed! 
1-800-767-1864

Help Wanted

25 TRUCK DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED! 
Earn $1000 per week! Paid CDL Training! 
Stevens Transport covers all costs! 1-877-209-
1309 drive4stevens.com
 

Misc. For Sale

KILL BED BUGS! Buy Harris Sprays, Kits, 
Mattress Covers. Hardware Stores, The Home 
Depot, homedepot.com 

KILL ROACHES-GUARANTEED! Harris 
Roach Tablets, Sprays, Traps, Concentrate. 
Available: Hardware Stores, Home Depot, ho-
medepot.com

Miscellaneous

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, ONE 
DAY updates!  We specialize in safe bathing. Grab 
bars, no slip flooring & seated showers. Call for a 
free in-home consultation: 888-912-4745

Stay in your home longer with an American 
Standard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up to 
$1,500 off, including a free toilet, and a lifetime 
warranty on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-855-534-6198

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY USERS!  
Inogen One G4 is capable of full 24/7 oxygen 
delivery.  Only 2.8 pounds. FREE information 
kit. Call 877-929-9587

DENTAL INSURANCE. Call Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company for details. NOT 
just a discount plan, REAL coverage for 350 
procedures.888-623-3036 or http://www.den-
tal50plus.com/58  Ad# 6118 

OXYGEN - Anytime.  Anywhere.  No tanks to 
refill.  No deliveries.  The  All-New Inogen One 
G4 is only 2.8 pounds!  FAA approved! FREE 
info kit: 844-558-7482

**STOP STRUGGLING ON THE STAIRS**  
Give your life a lift with an ACORN STAIRLIFT!  
Call now for $250 OFF your stairlift purchase and 
FREE DVD & brochure!  1-855-388-6710

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest se-
nior living referral service. Contact our trusted, 
local experts today! Our service is FREE/no 
obligation. CALL 1-844-722-7993 

A PLACE FOR MOM has helped over a mil-
lion families find senior living. Our trusted, lo-
cal advisors help find solutions to your unique 
needs at no cost to you. Call 855-741-7459

Applying for Social Security Disability or Ap-
pealing a Denied Claim? Call Bill Gordon & 
Assoc., Social Security Disability Attorneys, 
1-855-498-6323! FREE Consultations. Local 
Attorneys Nationwide [Mail: 2420 N St NW, 
Washington DC. Office: Broward Co. FL (TX/
NM Bar.)] 

AT&T High Speed Internet Starting at $40/
month. Up to 45 Mbps! Over 99% Reliability! 
Bundle AT&T Digital TV or Phone Services & 
Internet Price Starts at $30/month. Call 1-833-
707-0984  

Become a Published Author. We want to Read 
Your Book! Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by 
Authors Since 1920 Book manuscript submis-
sions currently being reviewed. Comprehensive 
Services: Consultation, Production, Promotion 
and Distribution Call for Your Free Author’s 
Guide 1-877-626-2213 

BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR! We edit, 
print and distribute your work internationally. We 
do the work… You reap the Rewards!  Call for a 
FREE Author’s Submission Kit: 866-951-7214

Cable - Internet - Phone. No Credit Check! No 
Contracts! $29.99 each! Bundle - Save huge! 
We’re local installers! Call Free Quote! 1-888-
486-5572 

Call Empire Today® to schedule a FREE in-
home estimate on Carpeting & Flooring. Call 
Today! 1-800-508-2824 

Miscellaneous

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any Condition Ve-
hicle, 2002 and Newer.  Nationwide Free Pick 
Up! Call Now: 1-800-864-5960.

Craftmatic Adjustable Beds for less! Up to 50% 
Off Leading Competitors. #1 Rated Adjustable 
Bed. Trusted Over 40 Years. All Mattress Types 
Available. Shop by Phone and SAVE! CALL 
1-866425-2975

Cross Country Moving, Long distance Moving 
Company, out of state move $799 Long Dis-
tance Movers. Get Free quote on your Long 
distance move 1-800-511-2181 

70 years old, kids are grown. Still need your life 
insurance? Or is a big LIFE SETTLEMENT 
CASH PAYOUT smarter? Call Benefit Ad-
vance. 1-866-719-5766! 

DIRECTV & AT&T. 155 Channels & 1000s 
of Shows/Movies On Demand (w/SELECT 
Package.) AT&T Internet 99 Percent Reli-
ability. Unlimited Texts to 120 Countries w/
AT&T Wireless. Call 4 FREE Quote- 1-855-
781-1565 

DISH Network $69.99 For 190 Channels. Add 
High Speed Internet for ONLY $14.95/month. 
Best Technology. Best Value. Smart HD DVR 
Included. FREE Installation. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-855-837-9146 

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95 
High Speed Internet.   Free Installation, Smart 
HD DVR Included, Free Voice Remote.  Some 
restrictions apply 1-800-718-1593

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As Low As 
$14.95/month (for the first 3 months.) Reliable 
High Speed Fiber Optic Technology. Stream 
Videos, Music and More! Call Earthlink Today 
1-855-520-7938 

ENJOY 100% guaranteed, delivered to-the-door 
Omaha Steaks! Makes a great Holiday gift! 
SAVE 75% PLUS get 4 FREE Burgers! Order 
The Family Gourmet Feast -ONLY $49.99. Call 
1-855-349-0656 mention code 55586TJC or 
visit www.omahasteaks.com/love13 

FDA Registered, 100% Digital hearing aids as 
low as $199 each. American Made Technology. 
Call 800-426-4212 use promo 88272 for a risk-
free trial! FREE SHIPPING!

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 100 Pills 
$99.00 FREE Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 
CALL NOW! 888-889-5515

HEAR AGAIN! Try our hearing aid for just $75 
down and $50 per month! Call 800-426-4212 
and mention 88272 for a risk free trial! FREE 
SHIPPING! 

HughesNet Satellite Internet - 25mbps starting 
at $49.99/mo! FAST download speeds. WiFi 
built in! FREE Standard Installation for lease 
customers! Limited Time, Call 1-800-610-4790 

INVENTORS - FREE INFORMATION 
PACKAGE Have your product idea developed 
affordably by the Research & Development 
pros and presented to manufacturers. Call 
1-888-501-0236 for a Free Idea Starter Guide. 
Submit your idea for a free consultation.

Living Expenses, housing, medical, and contin-
ued support afterwards. Chose Adoptive Family 
of your choice. Call 24/7 1-866-957-3580 

LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?  
Medicare recipients that suffer with pain may 
qualify for a low or no cost knee or back brace.  
Call 844-308-4307

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+? You And Your 
Family May Be Entitled To Significant Cash 
Award. Call 866-428-1639 for Information. No 
Risk. No Money Out Of Pocket. 

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! Page Publish-
ing will help you self-publish your own book. 
FREE author submission kit! Limited offer! 
Why wait? Call now: 866-951-7214

Miscellaneous

Lung Cancer? Asbestos exposure in industrial, 
construction, manufacturing jobs, or military 
may be the cause. Family in the home were also 
exposed. Call 1-866-795-3684 or email cancer@
breakinginjurynews.com. $30 billion is set aside 
for asbestos victims with cancer. Valuable settle-
ment monies may not require filing a lawsuit. 

Medical Guardian - 24/7 Medical Alert Mon-
itoring. FREE Equipment, Activation & Ship-
ping. NO Long-Term Contract. 30-Day Money 
Back Guarantee! Two FREE Months w/Annual 
Subscription (Use Code JULY4). CALL for 
FREE Brochure 1-855-666-3269 

Make a Connection. Real People, Flirty Chat. 
Meet singles right now! Call LiveLinks. Try it 
FREE. Call NOW: 1-888-909-9905 18+. 

$$OLD GUITARS & AMPS WANT-
ED$$ GIBSON*FENDER*MARTIN. ALL 
BRANDS. TOP DOLLAR PAID. CALL TOLL 
FREE 1-866-433-8277 

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION? 
Call us first. Living expenses, housing, medi-
cal, and continued support afterwards. Choose 
adoptive family of your choice. Call 24/7. 888-
652-0785

Reach thousands of homes nationwide with 
one easy, affordable buy in the GTR News Net-
work! For more information call 918-254-1515.
SAVE ON YOUR NEXT PRESCRIPTION! 
World Health Link. Price Match Guarantee! 

Prescriptions Required. CIPA Certified. Over 
1500 medications available. CALL Today For 
A Free Price Quote. 1-855-530-8993 Call Now! 

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you behind paying 
your MORTGAGE?  Denied a Loan Modifi-
cation? Is the bank threatening foreclosure? 
CALL Homeowner’s Relief Line now for Help! 
855-794-7358

Sleep Apnea Patients - If you have Medicare 
coverage, call Verus Health are to qualify for 
CPAP supplies for little or no cost in minutes. 
Home Delivery, Healthy Sleep Guide and More 
- FREE! Our customer care agents await your 
call. 1-844-545-9175 

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, Internet & Voice for 
$29.99 ea. 60 MB per second speed No contract 
or commitment. More Channels. Faster Inter-
net. Unlimited Voice. Call 1-855-652-9304 

Start Saving BIG On Medications! Up To 90% 
Savings from 90DAYMEDS! Over 3500 Med-
ications Available! Prescriptions Req’d. Phar-
macy Checker Approved. CALLToday for Your 
FREE Quote. 844-776-7620 

Stay in your home longer with an American 
Standard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up to 
$1,500 off, including a free toilet, and a lifetime 
warranty on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-844-374-0013 

Unable to work due to injury or illness? Call 
Bill Gordon & Assoc., Social Security Disabil-
ity Attorneys! FREE Evaluation. Local Attor-
neys Nationwide 1-855-498-6323 [Mail: 2420 
N St NW, Washington DC. Office: Broward Co. 
FL (TX/NM Bar.)

Were you an INDUSTRIAL TRADESMAN 
(machinist/boilermaker/pipefitter etc) and re-
cently diagnosed with LUNG CANCER? You 
may be entitled to a SIGNIFICANT CASH 
AWARD. Risk free consultation! 877-781-1769 

Wanted to Buy 

Wants to purchase minerals and other oil and 
gas interests. Send details to P.O. Box 13557 
Denver, Co. 80201 

Cash for unexpired DIABETIC TEST STRIPS. 
Free Shipping, Best Prices & 24 hr payment! 
BBB Rated A+. Call 1-855-440-4001  www.
TestStripSearch.com.

TOP CASH FOR CARS, Any Car/Truck, Running 
or Not. Call for INSTANT offer:1-888-417-9150 

ADVERTISE to 10 Million Homes across the 
USA! Place your ad in over 140 community news-
papers, with circulation totaling over 10 million 
homes. Contact Independent Free Papers of Amer-
ica IFPA at danielleburnett-ifpa@live.com or visit 
our website cadnetads.com for more information

Reader Advisory: The National Trade Association we belong to 
has purchased the above classifieds. Determining the value of their 
service or product is advised by this publication. In order to avoid 
misunderstandings, some advertisers do not offer employment but 
rather supply the readers with manuals, directories and other ma-
terials designed to help their clients establish mail order selling and 
other businesses at home. Under NO circumstance should you send 
any money in advance or give the client your checking, license ID, 
or credit card numbers. Also  beware of ads that claim to guarantee 
loans regardless of credit and note that if a credit repair company 
does business only over the phone it is illegal to request any money 
before delivering its service. All funds are based in US dollars. Toll 
free numbers may or may not reach Canada. 

DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help get
the dental care you deserve

If you’re over 50, you can get coverage for about $1 a day*

Keep your own dentist! NO networks to worry about

No wait for preventive care and no deductibles – you could get a checkup tomorrow

Coverage for over 350 procedures – including cleanings,exams, fi llings, crowns…even dentures

NO annual or lifetime cap on the cash benefi ts you can receive

FREE Information Kit
1-877-308-2834
www.dental50plus.com/cadnet

*Individual plan.Product not available in MN, MT, NH, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of thistype. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY;call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN)6096C                                                                MB16-NM001Gc

Product not available in MN, MT, NH, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of 

This is real dental insurance from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company  
that helps pay for over 350 procedures – cleanings, fillings, crowns, even dentures.

• No annual maximum, no deductible
• See any dentist you want – including your own
• Over 50? Coverage as low as $1 per day

AW19-1034

*Individual Plan. Coverage not available in all states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/ certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. 
This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: 
P150OK; TN: P150TN)
6197

Call now to get this FREE Information Kit

1-855-496-9612     dental50plus.com/grtrtulsa

*Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus $299 taxes & fees. Cruise pricing based on lowest cabin category after savings; upgrades available. Single supplement and 
seasonal surcharges may apply. Add-on airfare available. Onboard Credit requires purchase of Ocean View or Balcony Cabin. For full Set Sail terms and conditions ask your Travel 
Consultant. Offers apply to new bookings only, made by 2/28/19. Other terms and conditions may apply. Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

TM

1-844-623-3185

Grand Alaskan Cruise & Tour
12 days from $1,849* $1,599*

Departs June - September, 2019

Promo code N7017

Save 
 

$500 
per couple

Enjoy a spectacular cruise & tour between Seattle and Alaska including 7 
nights aboard Holland America Line’s ms Westerdam and 4 nights on land. 
You’ll cruise the Gulf of Alaska and the Inside Passage—a breathtaking 
sea lane teeming with marine wildlife, where you’ll pass glaciers, towering 
mountains, and lush forests, with stops in Ketchikan, historic Skagway and 
magnificent Glacier Bay. On land, you’ll go deep into Denali National Park, 
tour Anchorage, and see the Alaska Wildlife Conservation Center.

Miller
Swim

School
NOW Hiring Part Time:
• Swim Instructors
• Customer Service  
Representatives

• Lifeguards

For both Tulsa and  
Jenks locations

Call 
918-254-1988 

to apply
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Gov.  Kevin Stitt 
announces the 
appointment of 
Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Matt Pin-
nell to secretary 
of tourism and 
branding, a cab-
inet position that 
requires Senate 
confirmation.

“Lt. Gov. Matt Pinnell is an ex-
ceptional businessman and he has 
an evident passion for our state 
and the people of Oklahoma,” said 
Stitt. “As our state’s lieutenant 
governor, he will be an active and 
effective salesman for all of Okla-
homa.”

“I want to thank Gov. Stitt for ap-
pointing me to his cabinet as secre-
tary of tourism and branding,” said 
Pinnell. “Tourism and effectively 
branding and marketing our state 
are vitally important to achieving 
our goal of making Oklahoma a 
top ten state.” 

In addition to serving as secre-
tary of tourism and branding,  Pin-
nell will sit on the department of 
commerce executive committee 
and lead the department’s effort to 
maximize Oklahoma’s Opportuni-
ty Zones, of which 117 have been 
designated in Oklahoma by the 
Trump administration.

“Lt. Gov. Pinnell is a critical 
member of our Commerce exec-
utive team because of his knowl-
edge of Oklahoma business and 
passion to help them succeed,” 
said Sean Kouplen, secretary of 
commerce and workforce devel-
opment.

Pinnell was sworn in as the 17th 
lieutenant governor of the State 
of Oklahoma on Jan. 14. He also 
owns a small business with his 
wife, Lisa, an entrepreneur and in-
ventor. Prior to his election as lieu-
tenant governor, Pinnell served 
as director of state parties for the 
Republican National Committee 
from 2013 to 2017.

The Oklahoma Hotel and 
Lodging Association announced 
its 2019 board of directors at its 
annual Lodging Summit on Jan. 
15. 

The OH&LA has elected the fol-
lowing board officers who repre-
sent membership statewide: Chair: 
Ryan Parker – Riverwind Hotel/
Traditions Spirits, Norman; vice 
chair: James Cunningham –Hy-
att Regency Hotel, Tulsa; treasur-
er: Gerald Rappaport – Skivin 
Hilton Hotel, Oklahoma City; 
secretary: Michelle Hartman – 
Indigo Hotel Downtown Tulsa; 
immediate past chair: Bryan Da-
vis – Courtyard by Marriott Brick-
town, Oklahoma City; president/
CEO: Jim Hopper - Oklahoma 
Hotel & Lodging Association. 

2019 board members from the 
Tulsa area include Jon David-
son – Shangri La Resort, Monkey 
Island; Romel Chatterjee – 3S 
Hospitality Group; Trisha Kerks-
tra – POSTOAK Lodge & Retreat; 
Heather McGregor – McGregor 
Insurance Group; Pete Patel – 
Promise Hotels; Roshan Patel – 
Leisure Hospitality Management, 
Inc.; Chelsea Penn – Metro Tulsa 
Hotel & Lodging Association; and 
Kyle Reans – River Spirit Casino 
& Resort.

Gov. Kevin Stitt 
announces the 
appointment of 
Lisa J. Billy as 
secretary of Na-
tive American 
affairs, a cabinet 
position that will 
require Senate 
confirmation.

  Billy currently serves in the 
Chickasaw Nation Legislature, a 
seat she has held since 2016. She 
previously served in the Chicka-
saw Nation Legislature from 1996 
to 2002. Billy also served in the 
Oklahoma House of Representa-
tives from 2004 to 2016 represent-
ing District 42. 

During her time in the legisla-
ture, Billy held various leadership 
roles including floor leader from 
2014 to 2016, deputy whip from 
2004 to 2008, and vice chair of 
the Republican caucus from 2006 
to 2008. She formed the Native 
America caucus in the Oklahoma 
Legislature in 2006 and has been 
recognized for her work on prison 
reformation policies. Billy holds 
a B.A. from Northeastern State 
University and an M.Ed from the 
University of Oklahoma.

  Dr. Lee Denney, USDA Oklahoma 
State director of rural development 
and former speaker pro tempore of 
the Oklahoma House of Represen-
tatives, says, “Lisa is an amazing 
representative of our native people 
here in Oklahoma. She is very open 
to working with native people and 
non-native people to move the state 
forward, as seen during her time in 
the Oklahoma legislature. She be-
gan the Native American caucus 
when we were elected to the House 
of Representatives in 2004, and she 
welcomed not only members of the 
tribes, but all Oklahomans to par-
ticipate in the meetings, fostering 
collaboration between the tribes 
and the state of Oklahoma. She will 
serve our state well as the secretary 
of Native American affairs.”

Omni Aircraft 
Sales, specialists 
in business air-
craft brokerage 
and acquisitions 
welcomes Di-
rector of Aircraft 
Sale, Brian Olds.  

Olds has more 
than 10 years of 
aviation sales and marketing expe-
rience and has had success work-
ing on both domestic and foreign 
projects.

Prior to joining Omni, Olds 
owned his own brokerage, from 
which he brings an entrepreneur-
ial spirit and relationships from 
abroad. He has a great track record 
of managing business jet transac-
tions. Whether it be aircraft bro-
kerage, or acquisition, Olds is an 
expert in business jet markets. He 
takes pride in a high-level of cus-
tomer service and transparent ap-
proach with his customers.

“Brian Olds is a great addition to 
our sales team. He brings a wealth 
of knowledge and industry expe-
rience to our group,” President 
Mike Skow said.

Omni Aircraft Sales is an affiliate 
of Omni Air Transport, headquar-
tered in Tulsa, with satellite bases 
in Nashville, Dallas and Houston.

Mike McCo-
nnell, an energy 
professional with 
more than 30 
years of leader-
ship experience, 
has been named 
the new director 
of the Robert M. 
Zinke Energy 
Management Program in the Mi-
chael F. Price College of Business 
at the University of Oklahoma. 
McConnell will take the reins be-
ginning June 1, following long-
time director Steve Long’s retire-
ment. Long has served as director 
of the program since 2006.

McConnell is president of Mc-
Connell Interests in Austin, Texas, 
and has served on the program’s 
board of advisors as well as the 
Price College of Business board of 
advisors since 2001. McConnell 
left as president of Jones Energy 
Inc., in 2018, after 14 years.

McConnell joined Jones Energy 
in 2004, where he was responsi-
ble for coordinating leadership, 
growth and commercial and oper-
ational decisions. Over his tenure, 
McConnell transformed the com-
pany from a small private operator 
through a private equity capital-
ization into a public E&P NYSE 
entity. 

McConnell’s appointment comes 
on the heels of Steve Long’s retire-
ment, after serving as director of 
the program for 13 years. McCon-
nell said Long has offered helpful 
advice along the way.

 The Price College of Business’s 
website is price.ou.edu.

ASAE announc-
es that Chandy 
Rice, director of 
education for the 
Oklahoma Restau-
rant Association, 
has earned the 
Certified Associ-
ation Executive 
designation, the 
highest professional credential in 
the association industry.

To be designated as a Certified 
Association Executive, an ap-
plicant must have a minimum of 
three years experience with non-
profit organization management, 
complete a minimum of 100 hours 
of specialized professional devel-
opment, pass a stringent examina-
tion in association management, 
and pledge to uphold a code of 
ethics. To maintain the certifica-
tion, individuals must undertake 
ongoing professional development 
and activities in association and 
nonprofit management. More than 
4,300 association professionals 
currently hold the CAE credential.

“Chandy’s hard work to attain the 
highest designation for association 
professionals is something we at 
the Oklahoma Restaurant Associa-
tion recognize and appreciate,” said 
ORA CFO Debra Bailey, CAE. 

ASAE is a membership organi-
zation of more than 44,000 asso-
ciation executives and industry 
partners representing 7,400 or-
ganizations. Its members lead, 
manage and work in or partner 
with organizations in more than 
a dozen association management 
disciplines, from executive man-
agement to finance to technology.

BUSINESS & PEOPLE NOTES

PINNELL BILLY McCONNELL

RICE

OLDS

Schnake Turnbo Frank 
Promotes Hannah Jackson 
To Vice President – Tulsa

Schnake Turnbo Frank, a stra-
tegic communications and 

leadership development firm 
with offices in Tulsa and Okla-
homa City, has promoted Han-
nah Jackson to vice president in 
its Tulsa office.

Jackson joined the firm in the 
fall of 2013 as an account exec-
utive and moved up to senior ac-
count executive before her most 
recent promotion. she has ex-
perience working with a wide 
range of industries and brings a 
background in marketing com-
munication and strategic plan-
ning to Schnake Turnbo Frank.

“We are very proud of Hannah 
and excited for her growth at 
STF and the extraordinary lead-
ership she provides to the bene-
fit of our clients and STF team,” 
said Becky J. Frank, partner, 
chairman and chief executive 
officer of STF. “Hannah works 
diligently providing the best 
strategic counsel to our clients 
and serves our communities in 
ways that truly better peoples’ 
lives.”

Jackson graduated from the 
University of Central Oklaho-
ma with a Bachelor of Arts in 
journalism and from Oklahoma 
State University with a Master 
of Science in integrated mar-
keting communications. Prior to 
joining Schnake Turnbo Frank, 
Jackson was the communi-
cations manager at the Tulsa 
Regional Chamber where she 
maintained day-to-day commu-
nication and project manage-

ment for the Chamber’s educa-
tion and workforce department, 
which included Tulsa’s Young 
Professionals and Mosaic, a di-
versity business council.

“Hannah has been an essential 
asset to the STF team, and she is 
a talented and tenacious leader 
in strategic communications and 
in the community,” said Aaron 
Fulkerson, partner and chief de-
velopment officer of STF. “Her 
strategic and innovative ideas, 
commitment to clients, and fol-
low-through are all outstand-
ing.”

In addition to Jackson’s pro-
fessional experience, she is 
active in the community. She 
is the immediate past president 
for the Association for Wom-
en in Communications – Tulsa 
chapter, a board member with 
Global Gardens and Oklahoma 
Sustainability Network, and is 
active with the Autism Cen-
ter of Tulsa and Tulsa’s Young 
Professionals.

Schnake Turnbo Frank is an 
Oklahoma-based consulting 
organization that specializes in 
strategic communication and 
leadership development. Since 
1970, STF has consistently 
provided direction and the nec-
essary tools to ensure their cli-
ents success in the workplace, 
community and online. The 
firm has offices in Tulsa and 
Oklahoma City. For more in-
formation on STF, please visit 
www.Schnake.com or call 918-
582-9151.

HANNAH JACKSON
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AAPG Complex a Product of Wally Wozencraft
The northwest corner of 15th 

Street and Boulder Avenue, at 
1444 S. Boulder 
Ave., is a build-
ing that is the 
result of a series 
of additions and 
some serious re-
modeling. The 
building is the 
headquarters for 
the American 
Association of 
Petroleum Geol-
ogists. 

This organiza-
tion has been the 
ideal client for 
architect Wally 
Wozencraft. Be-
cause his work 
has met with such 
high approval, 
the Association 
has become a 
repeat client for 
the architect for 
almost 40 years. Although he hes-
itates to acknowledge it, at 92, 
Wally is the oldest practicing ar-
chitect in Tulsa.

Work on the building began in 
the 1970’s. At that time, the as-
sociation building was a small 
two-story rectangle built in the 
late 1950’s. The first change was 
a two-story freestanding warm-
tone concrete screen wall which 
wrapped the south and east sides 
of the site. Positioned about seven 
feet away from the original build-
ing, the wall is pierced by two 
rows of vertical slit openings ap-

proximately 12 inches wide with 
12 inches of concrete between 

them. Because of 
the sloping site, 
the wall is just 
over 20 feet high 
at Boulder Ave-
nue but becomes 
more than 30 feet 
tall at its south el-
evation. It effec-
tively changes the 
appearance of the 
original building.

The second 
project to be built 
was the six-sto-
ry Weeks Tower 
positioned di-
rectly west of the 
original build-
ing. When inter-
viewed, Wozen-
craft noted that 
the use of hydrau-
lic elevators in a 
structure of this 

height was unusual. The tower’s 
skin is warm-tone concrete and 
dark gray curtain wall glazing.

As time went on, the association 
needed more space, but the site 
was maxed out. The west side of 
the site abutted an alley filled with 
subsurface major utility lines. 
West of the alley, the association 
owned a second lot.

The solution was obvious. Span 
the alley with an air tunnel, a 
bridge, and connect it to another 
structure. This structure built by 
Flintco Construction became a 
second six-story tower similar to 

the first. Its skin is warm-toned 
concrete on the east and west el-
evations with a dark gray curtain 
wall glazing on the north and 
south. Spandrel panels are char-
coal gray. The connecting bridge 
is also sheathed in gray curtain 
wall glass over a steel frame. The 

new building is called the Pratt 
Tower and contains 4,800 gross 
square feet on each of its six 
floors.

An additional lot provides on-
site parking. Two levels of covered 
parking are provided on the north 
side. The lowest is below grade.

Today, Wozencraft is working on 
yet another remodel for the Amer-
ican Association of Petroleum Ge-
ologists. This one involves interior 
remodeling of the third and fourth 
floors. And for the future?  An-
other project for the association is 
certainly possible.

On Architecture

By ROGER COFFEY, AIA

GTR Newspapers photo

THREE STAGES:  The American Association of Petroleum Geologists headquarters building, located on the 
northwest corner of 15th Street and Boulder Avenue in Tulsa, has been constructed in three stages utilizing the 
services of architect Wally Wozencraft.
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Big 12 Wrestling Championship Comes to the BOK Center March 9 – 11
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February

More Bank for Your 
Buck

Free Small Business Checking

9

The Green Book
Theatre North
3 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

The Sleeping Beauty
Tulsa Ballet
7 p.m. • Feb. 21-22
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

The Sleeping Beauty
Tulsa Ballet
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

The Sleeping Beauty
Tulsa Ballet
2:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

The Little Prince
Tulsa Opera
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Sunday in the Park 
with George
American Theatre Co.
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Sunday in the Park 
with George
American Theatre Co.
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

The Resurrection of 
Black Wall Street
Tulsa Project Theatre
2 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Sunday in the Park 
with George
American Theatre Co.
2 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Sunday in the Park 
with George
American Theatre Co.
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

My Fair Lady
Theatre Tulsa
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

My Fair Lady
Theatre Tulsa
2 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

My Fair Lady
Theatre Tulsa
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

My Fair Lady
Theatre Tulsa
8 p.m. • Feb. 28-March 1
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Best of Enemies
World Stage Theatre Co.
8 p.m. 
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Platon
Tulsa Town Hall
10:30 a.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Best of Enemies
World Stage Theatre Co.
2 & 8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Gryphon Trio
Chamber Music Tulsa
3 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for 

My Fair Lady
Theatre Tulsa
2 & 8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Sunday in the Park 
with George
American Theatre Co.
2 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

The Play The Goes 
Wrong
Celebrity Attractions
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

The Play The Goes 
Wrong
Celebrity Attractions
7:30 p.m. • Feb. 27-28
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

The Play The Goes 
Wrong
Celebrity Attractions
8 p.m. • March 1-2
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Compagnie Hervé 
KOUBI
Choregus Productions
8 p.m. • March 5
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Ask about fraud ID protection

Golden Hurricane vs.
Tulane • 8 p.m.
Men’s Basketball
tulsahurricane.com for tickets.

Golden Hurricane vs.
ECU • 3 p.m.
Men’s Basketball
tulsahurricane.com for tickets.

26

Tulsa Oilers
vs. Wichita
7:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsaoilers.com for more 
information.

Tulsa Oilers
vs. Worcester
4:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsaoilers.com for more 
information.

Tulsa Oilers
vs. Kansas City
4:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsaoilers.com for more 
information.

Tulsa Oilers
vs. Idaho
7:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsaoilers.com for more 
information.

Golden Eagles vs.
Dallas  • 1 p.m.
Baseball
Visit mabeecenter.com for info.

We Offer Health 
Savings Accounts Winter Jam

BOK Center
6 p.m. 
Visit bokcenter.com for more 
information.

Willie Nelson & Family
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino
8 p.m. 
Visit hardrocktulsa.com for 
more information.

Travis Scott
BOK Center
7 p.m. 
Visit bokcenter.com for more 
information.

Zac Brown Band
BOK Center
7 p.m. 
Visit bokcenter.com for 
more information.

Challenge Air - 
Tulsa Fly Day

R.L. Jones Airport 
8 a.m – 5 p.m. 

Visit challengeair.com for 
more information.

Big 12 Wrestling  
Championship
BOK Center

March 9 – 10 
Visit bokcenter.com for 
more information.

Choral Works of Ralph 
Vaughan Williams
Tulsa Oratorio Chorus
7:30 p.m. 
Visit  tulsachorus.com for info.

Get Your Rear in Gear 5k
Guthrie Green 
10 a.m. 

Visit join.coloncancercoalition.
org for more information.

Tulsa Irish Festival
Guthrie Green 
March 15-16 
Visit guthriegreen.com 

for info.

The Dinner Detective
The Hilton Garden Inn  
6 – 9 p.m. 
Visit thedinnerdetective.com 
for more information.

Studio Saturdays
Philbrook Museum 
12:30 p.m. 
Visit philbrook.org for more 
information.

John Mellencamp
Brady Theater 
8 p.m. 
Visit bradytheater.com for 
more information.

PJ Masks Live: 
Save the Day
BOK Center
6 p.m. 
Visit bokcenter.
com for more 
information.

James Taylor with Spe-
cial Guest Bonnie Raitt
BOK Center
7:30 p.m. 
Visit bokcenter.com for more 
information.

Theme Imitation Writ-
ing Workshop (All 
Levels - Poetry)
Center for Poets and Writers  
at OSU-Tulsa 
7 –9 p.m. 
Visit tulsa.okstate.edu for 
more information.

BreakBeat Poets 
Writing Workshop (All 
Levels)
Center for Poets and Writers  
at OSU-Tulsa 
2 – 4:30 p.m. 
Visit tulsa.okstate.edu for more 
information.

Borrowed Forms 
Writing Workshop 

(All Levels - 
Prose)
Center for Poets and 
Writers  
at OSU-Tulsa 
7 –9 p.m. 
Visit tulsa.okstate.

edu for more information.

Food for Thought 
Luncheon
Community Food Bank of East-
ern Oklahoma 
12:30 – 1:30 p.m. 
Visit okfoodbank.org for more 
information.

PAWS for Reading
Herman and Kate Kaiser 
Library 
3:30 – 5 p.m. 
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

Anxiety Manage-
ment Support Group

 Mental Health Association 
Oklahoma  
6:30 – 7:30 p.m. 
Visit mhaok.org for more 
information.

West Tulsa 
Dulcimer 
Club

Zarrow Regional 
Library 
6 – 8 p.m. 
Visit tulsalibrary.org 

for more information.

Crayons Improv 
All Ages Show
Heritage United 
Methodist Church  
7 –9 p.m. 
Call 918-557-5616 
for more 
information.

So You Want 
to Make a 
Movie?
 Ahha Tulsa
7 –9 p.m. 
Visit tulsa.okstate.edu 
for more information.

 A Winter Romance
Ambassador Hotel 
7:30 p.m. 
Visit cocktailconcertseries.com 
for more information.

Making Modern America
Philbrook Museum
Through May 26 
Visit philbrook.org for more 
information.

Mardi Gras Party at 
Hebert’s
Hebert’s Specialty Meats
6 p.m. 
Visit cajuned.com for more 
information.

Career Women’s 
Golf Assocat-

tion
LaFortune Golf 

Course Meeting Room 
5:30 – 7:30 p.m. 
Contact patriciaewalker@
hotmail.com for more 

information.

Jersey Boys
Broken Arrow PAC
7:30 p.m. 
Visit brokenarrowpac.com for 
more information.

Live United 
Luncheon and 
Awards

Cox Business Center
11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
Visit tauw.org/awards 

for more information.

Food for Thought 
Luncheon
Community Food Bank of  
Eastern Oklahoma
12:30 – 1:30 p.m. 
Visit okfoodbank.org for more 
information.

Hearts 
for Refugees 

Party
Stokley’s Event Center 

6:30 – 9:30 p.m. 
Visit powerofanickel.org for 
more information.

Jeff Dunham
BOK Center
7 p.m. 
Visit bokcenter.com for more 
information.

Shane Smith & The 
Saints
Cain’s Ballroom
7 p.m. 
Visit cainsballroom.com for info.

Hippie Sabotage - The 
Beautiful Beyond
Cain’s Ballroom
8 p.m. 
Visit cainsballroom.com for 
more information.

Dropkick Murphys 
Cain’s Ballroom
5:30 p.m. 
Visit cainsballroom.com for 
more information.

2019 McKnight Center 
for the Performing 
Arts Chamber Music 
Festival
Home of Stephanie & Jack Allen 
6 – 8 p.m. 
Visit  osugiving.com for more 
information.

Tulsa Dream Center 
‘Night of Dreams’ Gala
Mayo Hotel
6 p.m. 
Visit tulsadreamcenter.com for 
more information.
Fred Armisen
Cain’s Ballroom
6:30 p.m. 
Visit cainsballroom.com for 
more information.

Mamma Mia!
TCC Southeast 
8 p.m. 
Visit www.tcc.edu for more 
information.

Stoney LaRue
Cain’s Ballroom
7 p.m. 
Visit cainsballroom.com for 
more information.

Holland 
Hall Book 
Fair
Holland Hall Primary School 
8 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Visit hollandhall.org for info.
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PAWS for 
Reading
Schusterman-Benson 
Library 
3:30 – 4:30 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.
org for more 
information.

Travels With Tulsans: 
Mysteries of Myanmar
Central Library 
12:10 – 12:50 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

Crafternoon 
Delight: Drop-In 

Crafts
Central Library 

2 – 3:30 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.
org for more 

information.

Coffee and 
Bingo
Central Library 
2 – 3:30 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.
org for more 
information.

Oscar Winner Con-
test for Movie Fans
Jenks Library 
All Day
Visit tulsalibrary.org for 
more information.

Travels With Tulsans
Central Library 
12:10 – 12:50 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

Build A Read-
er Storytime: 
Family
Jenks Library 
10:30 – 11 a.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

Brown Bag 
It: Margaret 
Singer and Barba-
ra McAlister
PAC Trust
12:10 – 12:50 p.m.
FREE Event.

Professor Smart 
(Young At Art Series)
PAC Trust
11:30 a.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Professor Smart 
(Young At Art Series)
PAC Trust
11:30 a.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Professor Smart 
(Imagination Series)
PAC Trust
7 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.
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AREA NEWS

Board-certified, fellowship-trained 
orthopedic sports medicine surgeon 

specializing in treatment of the shoulder, 
hip, knee, elbow, and ankle.

Meet  
Dr. Wendy Emerson
Team physician for Bixby  
Spartans and  
Tulsa’s Women’s  
Semi Professional  
Soccer team;  
Fortuna

www.aook.com

For Fast 
Scheduling call  

(918) 394-276712800 S. Memorial, Suite D  •  Bixby,OK 74008

Now 
Seeing 
Patients of 
ALL AGES 

at our Bixby 
Location.

Tulsa’s Gathering Place Receives National Attention 
After Being Voted the Best New Attraction in U.S.

The Gathering Place is adding 
“Best New Attraction” to its list of 
accolades after winning the USA 
Today’s 10 Best Readers’ Choice 
2018 Best New Attraction award. 
On Jan. 18, Executive Park Di-
rector Tony Moore was joined by 
Tulsa Mayor G.T. Bynum in the 
Williams Lodge to announce that 
the park had received the national 
honor at the same time that USA 
Today announced it to its 2.6 mil-
lion readers.

“The Gathering Place being 
named the country’s Best New 
Attraction is a monumental mo-
ment for the Park, our employees 
and all guests that have joined 
us since the grand opening in 
September,”  Moore said. “It has 
been exciting to see the commu-
nity and country come together to 
vote for our inclusive space as a 
top destination in the nation.”

Gathering Place faced off 
against 19 other national con-
tenders from metropolitan cities 
across the country, including a 
comedy club, historical museums, 
heritage centers, theme parks and 
other unique attractions to ulti-
mately claim the title of Best New 
Attraction.

“The opening of Gathering 
Place last year was a great point 
of pride for our city and the an-
nouncement today confirms Tul-
sa is home to the Best New At-
traction in the country,” Mayor 
Bynum said. “Gathering Place 
is truly the best city park in the 
world and will continue to be a 
place that brings people together 

and honors the civic pride we all 
have.”

Gathering Place aims to provide 
an inclusive space for Tulsa resi-
dents and visitors alike to experi-
ence nature in a whole new way 
and offers more than 100 differ-
ent daily experiences, insuring no 
two visits are the same.

Gathering Place was chosen to 
be one of 20 nominees for the 
award by a panel of relevant ex-
perts, which included editors 
from USA Today 10Best.com and 
sources for both of these media 
and other Gannett properties, ac-

cording to 10Best.com. Voting 
was open to the public for four 
weeks, allowing users to vote for 
one nominee per category daily.

To learn more about this award, 
visit: www.10best.com.

 
About Gathering Place

A project of George Kaiser 
Family Foundation, Gathering 
Place, with a first phase of 66.5 
acres, will ultimately transform 
nearly 100 acres of Tulsa’s wa-
terfront along the Arkansas River 
into a dynamic and active space 
when the project is completed. A 

public-private partnership, GKFF 
and numerous corporate and com-
munity philanthropists gave own-
ership of the $465 million park to 
River Parks Authority who in turn 
signed a long-term operational 
and management lease back to 
an entity of the foundation to en-
sure the highest quality operation, 
maintenance and programming 
for the life of the park.

Gathering Place is doing busi-
ness as Tulsa’s Gathering Place, 
LLC. To learn more about the 
project, visit www.gathering-
place.org.

About USA Today
USA Today is a multi-platform 

news and information media com-
pany. Founded in 1982, USA To-
day’s mission is to serve as a forum 
for better understanding and unity 
to help make the USA truly one 
nation. Through its unique visual 
storytelling, USA Today delivers 
high-quality and engaging content 
across print, digital, social and 
video platforms, and is a leader in 
mobile applications with more than 
16 million downloads on mobile 
devices. USA Today is owned by 
Gannett Co., Inc. (NYSE: GCI).

Courtesy photo

IMPRESSIVE TOUR:  George Kaiser of the George Kaiser Family 
Foundation leads a tour of the Gathering Place during the recent Tulsa 
visit of New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg. From left are Tulsa 
Mayor G.T. Bynum, artist Rick Lowe, Mayor Bloomberg, George Kai-
ser, and Gathering Place Executive Park Director Tony Moore. Mayor 
Bloomberg was in Tulsa for the Greenwood Art Project. 

GTR Newspapers photo

FUN TIMES:  The Gathering Place is a fun place for young and old.  
Enjoying a recent visit are Beckett Cameron (front) and, from left, Eva 
Blystone, Astasha Blystone, and Stephen, Daniel and Cosette Cameron.


