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Philadelphia’s Regional Camp Directory Website
www.campsandprograms.com

Page Regional CamP PHone WeB SiTe

11 76ers Basketball Camps 610-668-7676 www.76erscamps.com

12 Academy of Notre Dame 610-687-0650 www.ndapa.org/summercamp

16 AIM Academy 215-483-2461 www.aimpa.org/summerataim

14 Benchmark Camp 610-565-3741 www.benchmarkschool.org

21 Brandywine Virtual Academy 484-237-5350 www.bvapa.org/summer

8 Camp Invention n/a www.campinvent.org

14 College of New Jersey n/a www.campinvent.org

2 Delaware Co. Christian School
Summer Programs

484-654-2425 www.dccs.org/summer

5 Easterseals - Camp Fairlee 410-778-0566 de.easterseasls.com/fairlee

10 Flourtown Swim Club & Summer Day
Camp

215-836-1429 www.flourtownswimclub.net

28 Friends Central School n/a www.fcsprograms.org

16 Frog Hollow Racquet Club 610-584-5502 www.frogtennis.com

25 Girl Scouts of Eastern PA n/a www.gsep.org/camp

12 Main Line Art Center 610-525-0272 www.mainlineart.org

13 Malvern Prep n/a www.malvernprep.org/summer

18/27 Media-Providence Friends School 610-565-1960 mpfs.org/camp

19 North Penn YMCA
(6 Camp Locations)

215-368-1601 www.northpennymca.org

26 Pathway School 610-277-0660 x 289 www/pathwayschool.org

17 Rider University n/a rider.edu/precollege

7 Riverbend Exploration Camp 610-527-5234 www.riverbendeec.org

15 Science Explorers n/a www.scienceexplorers.com

8 Temple Univ., Ambler Summer
Education Camps

267-468-8500 www.temple.edu/summer/youthcamps

5 Twin Spring Farm Day Camp 215-646-2665 www.twinspringfarm.com/camp

24 Tyler Arboretum n/a www.tylerarboretum.org/camp

15 Uptown/West Chester Studio for
Performing Arts

484-995-2915 www.westchesterstudio.com

20 Wayne Art Center n/a www.wayneart.org

23 Westtown School 610-399-7569 summer-westtown.com

9 Whale Camp n/a www.whalecamp.com

20 Woodlynde School 610-687-9660 www.woodlynde.org

6 YMCA Camp Kresge 570-443-2267 www.wbymca.org/camp-kresge

24 YMCA Camp Conrad Weiser 610-670-2267 smymca.org

22 YMCA Greater Brandywine 610-696-9622 www.ymcagbw.org
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Tina was reluctant to
leave her youngest son,
Kyle, for the first time at
Easterseals Camp Fair-
lee. Thanks to some gentle
nudging fromher daughter-
in-law, she was finally per-
suaded to give it a chance.
All that worry went away as
soon as she opened the car
door and saw Kyle’s smil-
ing face.
“My son and his wife

worked at the camp for a
couple of summers. They
always talked about how
nice it was and how Kyle
would have a great time. I
was very nervous leaving
Kyle, not just about leaving
him at camp overnight for
the first time but also out
of state and with people I
had nevermet until the first
day of camp,” Tina says.

“Kyle, on the other hand,
was not nervous at all. He
was excited as we got out
of the car and he saw all of
the other campers and the
swimming pool. He was all
smiles.”
While it can be nerve

wracking to leave a child for
the first time, Tina learned
that Kyle, who has cerebral
palsy, was not only com-
pletely safe at Camp Fair-
lee’s fully accessible camp
but also that he was having
the time of his life. Camp
Fairlee’s summer sessions
are available for both chil-
dren and adults of varying
disabilities, including spe-
cialized sessions for those
with autism. The summer
sessions include some of
Kyle’s favorite activities,
such as swimming, arts and

crafts, horseback riding, ca-
noeing and so much more.
“Kyle had the best time

being outside having cook-
outs and camp fires. He also
loved the art projects, mu-
sic and singing,” Tina says.
“But I know his favorite ac-
tivity was swimming. He
canmovemore freely in the
water, and I am sure that is
one of the reasons he loves
it so much.
“I am so happy that my

daughter-in-law convinced
me to let Kyle go to camp. I
may have dragged my feet
because of my fear of leav-
ing Kyle with people I do
not know. What a mistake
that would have been.”
Learn more at www.

de.easterseals.com/fairlee.

EASTERSEALSCAMPFAIRLEE

Leaving a child with special needs at camp for the first time
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de.easterseals.com/fairlee

Camp Fairlee

410-778-0566
Facebook.com/

CampFairlee

From brand new cabins to a new activity center, our latest camp
additions are sure to make your visit more enjoyable than ever!
• A traditional, residential summer camp on

Maryland’s nearby upper Eastern Shore.
• For children and adults with all types of

disabilities or other special needs.
• Canoeing, kayaking, rock wall, high ropes, zip line,

pool, horseback riding, arts/crafts and more!
• Two weeks each summer for children with autism.
• Year-round respite weekends and travel trips.
• New cabins, activity center, dining hall and

health center with nurses 24/7.
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West Chester Studio for the Perform-
ing Arts at Uptown! is back for another
summer of theatre fun!
Summer camps are planned for stu-

dents just beginning to explore theatri-
cal fun, those hoping to build upon skills
they have developed during the school
year and advanced students planning to
pursue theatre in the professional indus-
try.
Conveniently located in the heart of

West Chester, WCStudio is proud to con-
tinue to explore with and educate stu-
dents at the state-of-the-art facilities of
the Uptown! Knauer Performing Arts
Center. Young performing artists from
ages 4 to 17 work with teaching artists
who are professionals in the field, devel-
oping practical theatre skills in a fun and
encouraging environment.
WCStudio follows the mantra of “ex-

ploration and connection leads to au-
thenticity.” By exploring the imagination
and engaging in creative play, as well as
connecting to the inner voice, students

are able to arrive at an authentic charac-
ter that brings truth to any performance.
WCStudio maintains small groups (with
a student/teacher ratio of 9-to-1) to al-
low each camper the opportunity to hone
their skills and let them shine. The ex-
perienced teaching artists introduce key
theatre games and exercises to support
the techniques they learn, fostering skills
they will continue to use both on and off-
stage for years to come. Each camp cul-
minates in a show that campers have de-
veloped and rehearsed throughout the
camp, performed for friends and family
in one of Uptown!’s many renowned the-
atre spaces.
WCStudio camps are offered from

June 10 to Aug. 16 to accommodate busy
summer schedules. Camps are typically
one week long, with specialty camps run-
ning a bit longer; Triple Threat runs for
two weeks, and Show Camps (in which
students perform a full-length produc-
tion) run for three weeks. Each camp is
specifically designed with a certain age

range and theme in mind, including Act-
ing for the Camera, Storybook Theater,
Broadway Bootcamp, Summer Stock and
more.
Named Best Children’s Theater School

on the Main Line in 2015 and 2018 and
Hulafrog’s Most Loved in 2017, WCStu-
dio camps are led by professionals who
believe in fostering the skills and tal-
ents of the next generation of theatre art-

sts. Teaching artists encourage
and inspire students to believe in
hemselves and find their voice
both on stage and off. The teach-
ng artist staff includes trained ac-
ors, directors, musical directors,
horeographers and vocal instruc-
ors. Parents and guardians take
omfort in knowing that their
hild not only has the full atten-
ion and support of teachers but
also the benefit of learning from
he best.
This summer, give your child

he gift of creativity and explora-
ion under the direction of this
award-winning program and their
enowned teaching artists.
WCStudio at Uptown! Knauer

Performing Arts Center is located near
parking, restaurants and shopping at 226
N. High S., West Chester.
To begin sharing your young artist’s

talent with the world, visit www.west-
chesterstudio.com, call 484-995-2915 or
email therese@westchesterstudio.com.

WESTCHESTERSTUDIO FORTHEPERFORMINGARTSATUPTOWN!

Enjoy a summer of theatre fun, exploration

range and theme in mind including Act
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Explore nature, get dirty and have fun.
That’s what campers can expect when
they spend their summer days at River-
bend.
Campers embark on outdoor adventures
that spark curiosity, encourage explora-
tion and inspire scientific investigation
and discovery.
Riverbend’s summer camp was estab-
lished in 1982 with a two-week program
for children ages 4 to 11 that hosted a
grand total of seven campers. Thirty-
seven years later, Riverbend welcomes
nearly 600 campers each summer for
programs at its preserve in Gladwyne
and locations across the region.
Summer campers are not only having
fun; they are also learning. Research
shows that when children spend time in
nature, they are more receptive to learn-
ing about the task at hand and learning
in general. Riverbend educators use this
opportunity to encourage campers to
practice 21st century skills like resiliency,
self-reflection and problem-solving. Most
importantly, Riverbend campers fall in
love with nature and carry those memo-
ries through life!
Kids ages 3 to 14 will experience fun
camp activities, including pond and
stream exploration, science experiments,
hiking, animal encounters, games and
crafts and much more.
Riverbend campers ages 7 and up will at-

tend weekly field trips and an evening
campfire program on Thursday evenings.
Campers ages 9 and up can bring their
own tent and camp out under the stars at
Riverbend on Thursday evenings.
Each camp week focuses on a theme.
Themes include Messy Science, Caring
for Creatures, Wilderness Survival and
Watery Wonders.
New this season, Riverbend has added a
program for older campers called Nav-
igators Leadership Academy. This two-
week session for kids ages 11 to 14 will
allow campers to enjoy nature excur-
sions and overnight camping. Campers
will meet scientific experts, build leader-
ship and teamwork skills and earn vol-
unteer service hours. Navigator Leaders
will also have the opportunity to mentor
younger campers.
Older teens ages 15 to 18 can apply for
Riverbend’s EIT Program. Educators-In-
Training will assist with camp activities,
develop leadership skills and gain valu-
able experiences. Applications are being
accepted. Space is limited.
Riverbend Summer Camp runs through-
out the summer from June 10 to Aug. 30
and offers extended day options to help
with busy parent schedules.
To learn more about how campers can
enjoy adventure, make memories and
have fun, visit www.riverbendeec.org.

RIVERBEND

Explore nature, get dirty, have
fun at Riverbend
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Twin Spring Farm Day Camp
was founded in 1945 by Bea-
trice H. Randal and Richard
(Dick) N. Hood.
By 1947, their successful

camp program had quickly out-
grown its Blue Bell home and
settled into its current loca-
tion in Ambler, Pa. After college
graduation, Bea and Dick were
married. Twin Spring Farm Day
Camp continued, while from
autumn to spring, Mrs. Hood
pursued her educational profes-
sion, teaching at William Penn
Charter School, and Dick joined
his family business, Thomas
B. Meehan Nursery, where the
Fort Washington Industrial
Park stands today.
Beatrice realized the great

need for early development and

socialization for children. Using
her years of summer camp and
teaching experience, Bea con-
structed the foundation of early
childhood education on which
Twin Spring Farm Day School
was built and continues to
thrive. The facilities continued
to expand to accommodate the
growing school and camp en-
rollment, and Richard was able
to join his wife at Twin Spring
Farm Day Camp and School full
time.
They nurtured Twin Spring

Farm Day Camp and School as
it became a year-round setting
where children safely played,
grew and learned to adopt the
six pillars of character: car-
ing, responsibility, trustworthi-
ness, respect, fairness and citi-

zenship. Because of their dedi-
cation and continued guidance
for over seven decades, Twin
Spring Farm has impacted
through experiences and devel-
opment the lives of thousands
of children.
Bea expressed her amaze-

ment as she explained that
third and fourth successive
generations have attended
Twin Spring Farm.
The summer of 2019 will

mark the 75th consecutive
summer as founder and owner
that Beatrice will begin. Un-
der her guidance, along with
her children and adminis-
tration, they will continue the
contemporary camp program
while keeping the traditional
values that Bea founded the

camp and school on. This rare
achievement will be celebrated
throughout the summer with
many special events highlight-

ing the accomplishments of Be-
atrice and Richard. Kudos to
both!

TWINSPRINGFARMDAYCAMP

Day camp founder celebrates her
75th camp season

SUMMER
EDUCATIONCAMPS
JUNE, JULY AND AUGUST 2019

Daytime camps are available at
Temple University Ambler and
Main campuses. Topics include:
Robotics
Virtual Reality: The Future is Now
Python Programmers
Forensic Science
Debate for Teens
TV Hosting and Anchoring
Cartooning and Drawing
Fashion and Machine Sewing
Screenwriting and Moviemaking
Creative Writing
Camps are open to youths ages 8 to 17.
To receive a camp brochure, call 267-468-8500,
or visit us at temple.edu/summer/youthcamps.
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In the summer of 2018, Whale Camp-
ers had the opportunity to observe some-
thing special: a right whale in the Bay of
Fundy.
Campers celebrated from the research

vessel as they identified the whale.
While humpbacks, fin whales and

minkes are common visitors to the bay,
right whales are a rarer sight. The north-
ern right whale is one of the most endan-
gered of the great whales, with just 411
individuals left in their population. Until
December, no new right whale calves had
been spotted for over a year.
However, the end of 2018 brought good

news for these whales. A new calf was
spotted on Dec. 28, 2018, off the coast of
Florida. With luck, this might mean that
conditions are favorable for more moth-
ers to bear and raise calves this year.
Calves are born in the waters off Florida
and Georgia from December to March;
the whales stay in these warmer waters
then move up to the Bay of Fundy for the
summer, much to the delight of Whale
Campers.
At Whale Camp, the focus is on the

positive. Field lessons showcase local

ecosystems, and campers learn through
hands-on activities, exploration and first-
hand experiences. Environmental sci-
ence instructors highlight local wildlife
and what makes each ecosystem unique.
Learning about natural systems often
comes with the discussion of human im-
pacts on wildlife and the environment.
While these impacts do become points of
discussion at times, the camp’s goal is for
campers to leave feeling inspired to ef-
fect change.
Many campers go on to attend post-

secondary programs in marine biology,
oceanography or environmental science.
Other camp alumni work in conservation
or science education.
Regardless of their field, campers pass

on what they learn to family, friends and
their community. Not only is good news
appreciated when receiving a call home
from camp; it can also act as a conserva-
tion tool, generating awareness, empathy
and optimism.
The Whale Camp is excited to see

what good news 2019 brings, both for
right whales and for the upcoming camp
season. Sea you there!

WHALECAMP

Whale Camp hopes for the ‘right’ kind of news in 2019

Spaces fill up quickly, register today!

ands-on p

Obser e v whales, Atlantic puf�ins,
seals, porpoises, and other marine 

life up-close.

Explore ique islan a un d ec styos em 
and make connections that will 

H last a lifetime!

and Manan Island.
College credit and $40 000 college 
scholarships available for students.

beautiful Grams in marine science on Hands-on progr
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Summer vacation offers
students a respite from
lessons and the routine
of school. Children might
once have eagerly awaited
those final days of classes
so they could lounge pool-
side, skip rocks across
ponds and spend the long
days of the season playing
with friends. But many of
today’s youngsters spend
much of their summer va-
cations indoors playing
with their digital devices.
Perhaps that’s why one

of the last vestiges of the
classic summer vacation
escape — summer camp —
remains such a viable op-
tion for parents who want
their children to get out-
doors once the school year
ends.
Although kids needn’t

be in camp all summer
long, a week or two can

benefit campers of all ages.
The following are five rea-
sons why summer camp
might be the right fit this
year.
1. Explore talents. Sum-

mer camps help young
people explore their
unique interests and tal-
ents. Under an organized,
yet often easygoing, camp
schedule, kids can dab-
ble in sports, arts and
crafts, leadership, commu-
nity support, and so many
other activities that may
not be fully available to
them elsewhere.
2. Physical activity: Lots

of camps build their itiner-
aries around physical ac-
tivities that takes place
outdoors. Campers may
spend their time swim-
ming, running, hiking,
playing sports, climbing,
and so much more. This

can be a welcome change
for kids accustomed to liv-
ing sedentary lifestyles.
Regular physical activ-
ity has many health bene-
fits and can set a founda-
tion for healthy habits as
an adult.
3. Gain confidence. Day

and sleepaway camps of-
fer campers the opportu-
nity to get comfortable in
their own skin. Camps can
foster activities in self-es-
teem by removing the ac-
ademic measures of suc-
cess and fill in with non-
competitive opportunities
to succeed. Campers learn
independence, decision-
making skills and the abil-
ity to thrive outside of the
shadow of their parents,
siblings or other students.
4. Try new things. Camp

gives children the chance
to try new things, whether

that’s learning to cook, ex-
ploring new environments
or embracing a new sport
or leisure activity. Open-
ing oneself up to new op-
portunities can build char-
acter and prove enlighten-
ing for children.
5. Make new friends.

Camp is a great place
to meet new people and

make lifelong friends.
Campers flood in from ar-
eas near and far. This pro-
vides kids with a chance
to expand their social cir-
cles beyond their imme-
diate neighborhoods and
schools.
Camps benefit children

in a variety of ways. Les-
sons learned in camp can

strengthen values, build
confidence, develop cop-
ing mechanisms when ad-
versity strikes, and enable
campers to make lifelong
friends.

Article courtesy of
MetroCreative

SUMMERCAMPGUIDE

Five reasons why summer camp is a good choice for kids

OPEN HOUSE DATE: Saturday, March 16th • 10am-2pm
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Summer camp season
is just around the corner.
Each summer, millions of
children depart for camp-
sites around the country to
swim, hike, craft and en-
joy the companionship of
friends.
Summer camps in North

America were first estab-
lished in the 1880s and
were attended by chil-
dren without their par-
ents for overnight stays. By
the 20th century, summer
camps had become an in-
ternational phenomenon,
and various organizations
hosted traditional summer
camps or camps geared to-
ward religion, sports, mu-
sic and other subjects and
activities. According to the
American Camp Associa-
tion, each yearmore than 14
million children and adults
in the United States attend
camp. America is home to
more than 14,000 day and
resident camps (8,400 are
overnight camps and 5,600
are day camps). Nonprofit
groups are the largest spon-
sors of summer camps.
Many people put off sum-

mer camp planning until it
is too late. Parents should
keep in mind that camps
begin registration early in
the year and have specific
cutoff dates for enrollment.
Parents who want to beat
the crowds this year can
use this guide to help plan
a summer camp agenda.
• Attend an orientation

seminar. Take the time to
visit prospective camps for
a tour, and use this open
house as an opportunity to
learn more about the pro-
grams offered. If available,
find a camp employee to
discuss your child’s eligi-
bility for enrollment. Some
camps may offer webinars
for convenience.

• Fill out the enroll-
ment package completely.
Each camp has their own
requirements for registra-
tion. Expect to submit some
personal information, in-
cluding a medical back-
ground and proof of in-
surance, names and num-
bers of emergency contacts
and any other pertinent in-
formation as it applies to
the camper. This may in-
clude allergies, fears, phys-
ical ormental disabilities or
even preferences in camp
courses.
• Establish payment

schedules. Summer camps
vary in price. The ACA says
camp costs range from$100
to more than $1,500 per
week. However, many ac-
credited camps offer some
sort of financial assistance
for children from fami-
lies with limited financial
means. If cost is a factor, be
sure to broach the subject.
• Prepare children for the

physical challenges a camp
may present. Summer camp
activities may be rigorous,
and campers may need to
be cleared by a physician
before starting. Be sure to

schedule your child a physi-
cal and bring along any per-
tinent forms. Children also
can increase their levels of
physical activity compared
to the often sedentary na-
ture of winter. Such prepa-
ration can prevent injuries
when engaging in outdoor
and physical activities.
• Shop for supplies.

Camps are likely to pro-
vide a list of requirements
with regard to clothing and
other equipment camp-
ers will need. Make sure
kids have enough shorts, T-
shirts, socks, athletic shoes,
swimsuits, toiletries and
other camp necessities be-
fore they leave.
• Keep children in the

loop. Engage children in the
planning process to help al-
leviate their fears and get
them excited about sum-
mer camp.
Summer camp can foster

lifelong memories. Parents
can help kids prepare in ad-
vance for the fun that’s soon
to arrive.

Article courtesy of
MetroCreative

SUMMERCAMPGUIDE

Get prepared for
summer camp season

2019 PHILADELPHIA 76ERS
BASKETBALL CAMPS

OVERNIGHT CAM
DAY CAMPS

LITTLE 76ERS DAY C
76ERS SKILLS ACAD

CAMPS RUN J
18 LOCATIONS

76ERSCAMPS.COM | 610.668.7676

4 CAMP EXP

All skill levels welcom
to advanced level ath

FOR BOYS & GIRLS

CAMPS

PS | AGES 9-17
| AGES 7-13
CAMPS | AGES 5-7
DEMY | AGES 12-15

UNE - AUGUST
IN PA, NJ & DE

PERIENCES

me from beginner
hletes
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For summer 2019, the Academy of Notre Dame de
Namur, Villanova, will offer programs for girls de-
signed to inspire creativity, boost athletic ability and
spark the imagination.
We offer Full-Day Dance Camp for girls in grades

three to eight June 17 to 21; Full-Day Science Camp
for girls in grades five to eight June 24 to 28.
Notre Dame’s sports camps help your daughter

become a stronger, more confident athlete. Youth
and Middle School Basketball Camp runs June 17
to 21. We offer camps on high school lacrosse, field
hockey, tennis and soccer. Rowing camps for high
school and middle school are offered at the Hines
Rowing Center.
For more details on all camp programs and dates

and to register, visit ndapa.org/summercamp.
The Academy of Notre Dame de Namur is located

at 560 Sproul Road, Villanova.

ACADEMYOFNOTREDAMEDENAMUR

Spend your summer at Notre Dame

Learn more about Notre
Dame’s summer dance

and sports programs for
middle and high school

girls at ndapa.org/
summercamp or call

610-687-0650.

Summer is more fun when your daughter is inspired to discover
a new passion, become a stronger athlete, or learn a new skill.

Dance • Science • Rowing • Youth Basketball
Sports Camps for middle and high school girls

Visit ndapa.org/summercamp for details.

560 SPROUL ROAD, VILLANOVA, PA 19085 • 610-687-0650

SUMMER Inspired!

Summer at the Academy of Notre Dame
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MAINLINEARTCENTER

Explore summer fun at
Main Line Art Center

At Main Line Art Center’s Sum-
mer Art Camp, “Beyond the Page: The
Art of Books,” books and art collide
each week as campers create master-
pieces influenced by stories, authors,
artists and illustrators from the lit-
erary world.
Creativity and imagination abound

as they traverse new frontiers; learn
about mythology, monsters, kings
and queens; adventure with classic
characters; or discover their inner su-
per hero during their summer of cre-
ative exploration.

Camp, pre-teen and teen studios
are available for campers ages 5 to 16.
Camp is divided into age groups

with low teacher-to-student ratios
to ensure individualized, hands-on
learning. The vibe is supportive, so-
cial, encouraging … and, most of all,
fun! It is summer, after all!
Register for one-week sessions with

options for extended care. Celebrate
each week with our Friday art party
in the galleries!
Register today at www.mainlin-

eart.org.

SPEND THE SUMMER
AT MALVERN PREP!

NEW
FOR
2019
DAY CAMP
BEFORE &
AFTER CARE
LUNCH
PROVIDED
FOR DAY AND
SPORTS
CAMPS

To learn more about Summer Camps and Courses
at Malvern Prep, visit:

www.malvernprep.org/summer

Malvern Prep offers day camp, sports camps, and summer

courses for boys and girls on our beautiful campus. Our camps

are designed to help your child get ahead, try out a new sport

and make new friends - all while having fun!

DAY CAMP (AGES 6-14)
Spend the summer exploring, creating and, making new
friendships. Our Day Camp includes a variety of activities.

SPORTS CAMPS (AGES 6-14)
Designed for athletes of all skill levels, Malvern offers full
day Wrestling, Football, Baseball, Basketball, Lacrosse and
Soccer camps.

SUMMER COURSES (7-12TH GRADES)
Middle and Upper School students can get ahead and earn
academic credits in a variety of subjects.

SUMMER COURSES (7-12TH GRADES)
Middle and Upper School students can get ahead and earn 
academic credits in a variety of subjects.

Spend the summer exploring, creating and, making new 
friendships. Our Day Camp includes a variety of activities.
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Benchmark Summer
Camp offers children in
grades one through six an
ideal setting for developing
and maintaining skills and
strategies, building confi-
dence and self-esteem and
having fun while becoming
stronger learners and self-
advocates.
The five-week program

includes Benchmark’s in-
ternationally recognized
language arts program, ex-
ecutive function skills in-
struction, design think-
ing activities, as well as
art, science and sports op-
portunities. In addition,
campers will be challenged
on our 35-event Confi-
dence Course, including a
40-foot high, 250-foot long
Zip Wire. All of these ele-
ments make it a summer
filled with learning, creat-
ing and fun!

Strategy Instruction:
Executive Function
Skills & Self-
Knowledge
Campers are introduced

to strategies that will help
them becomemore success-
ful learners by developing
executive function skills
such as time management,
flexibility, persistence, ac-
tive involvement, reflectiv-
ity and organization.
Small classes composed

of a teacher and a teach-
ing assistant work with six
to nine students, tailoring
instruction to meet each
child’s needs. In addition,
the teachers are guided
throughout the camp ses-
sion by Benchmark’s expe-
rienced supervisors who
teach, observe instruction
and meet with teachers to
discuss each child’s needs.

Campers are introduced
to strategies that will help
them become more suc-
cessful readers, writers
and learners. Our trained
faculty places an emphasis
on helping children under-
stand those characteristics
of their learning styles that
either impede or enhance
their reading, writing and
learning. Explicit instruc-
tion, goal setting, goal re-
view and reinforcement are
ways teachers begin to help
children develop awareness
of successful learning strat-
egies.

New This Year:
The Innovation Lab
Experience
All of our campers will

have the opportunity to ex-
perience our new state-of-
the-art, $2 million Innova-
tion Lab where they will en-

gage in projects designed to
reinforce divergent think-
ing and create high-qual-
ity collaboration with their
peers while constructing
knowledge through expe-
rience.
In the Innovation Lab,

campers will encounter
new and traditional tech-
nologies, encouraging them
to find a pathway to their
own approach to learning,
gravitating toward their in-
terests and strengths.

Caring, Experienced
Recreation Staff
The success of the Bench-

mark Camp program di-
rectly correlates to the
knowledge, experience and
dedication of its staff. Our
counselors are a dedicated
group of college students
and young professionals
who provide campers with
a positive, nurturing and
supportive environment. As
campers cycle through Arts
Adventure, Science Discov-
ery, the Confidence Ropes
Course, Sports and Swim-
ming, the counselors help
them build new skills, per-
fect ones they already pos-
sess and encourage team
building and cooperation.

23-AcreWoodland
Campus
Benchmark School’s out-

standing campus provides
the perfect environment
for summer fun. A heated

outdoor pool, gymnasium,
climbing wall, green game
area, playing fields and our
beautiful, wooded campus
all contribute to an experi-
ence that many character-
ize as their “Best. Summer.
Ever.”

Campers from Around
the Nation and the
World
Although Benchmark is

a day camp, the success of
the summer program has
led some parents to make
arrangements to send their

children to Benchmark
Camp arriving from New
York, New England, Califor-
nia and even South Amer-
ica, Africa and Asia so that
they may benefit from this
transformational experi-
ence.

Benchmark School Sum-
mer Camp
July 1 to Aug. 2
2107 N. Providence Road,

Media, PA 19063
BenchmarkSchool.org
610-565-3741

BENCHMARKSUMMERCAMP

Build confidence, self-esteem, skills while having fun

• Rising 10, 11, and 12 grade students: participate
in community engaged learning, earn credit, or
participate in a non-credit readiness course, and live
on a beautiful college campus

• Rising 9, 10, 11, and 12 grade students: explore
careers in health, science, or business in a daytime
academic and intellectual environment

• TCNJ offers a variety of programs that ensure
students learn about life on a college campus

Offerings are subject to change. Please see website for updates.

PRE-COLLEGE PROGRAMS FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

GETAN EDGE!
STANDOUT

FROMTHECROWD. Information and application
are available at precollege.tcnj.edu

Language Arts
Instruction &

Recreation Day Camp
for children entering
grades 1-6, with an

emphasis on developing
executive function

skills, self-esteem and
confidence, as well as
design thinking skills in
our new Innovation Lab.
Swimming, science, art,
sports and a confidence
ropes course included.

Join in the fun!
July 1-August 2

610-565-3741 • BenchmarkSchool.org

LEARN. CREATE. PLAY.
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Science Explorers offers
STEM summer camps for
children, sparking a passion
for science using hands-on
lessons designed to excite
and demystify the mind.
Our STEM summer

camps are week-long op-
portunities that let chil-
dren explore the wonders
of science in an engaging,
friendly and exciting atmo-
sphere. From creating fun
experiments to participat-
ing in mind-blowing activ-
ities, your child will walk
away curious and inspired
by the power of science.
Science Explorers offers

camps for children at many
participating schools, uni-
versities, museums, parks
department facilities, bo-
tanical gardens, librar-
ies and other facilities. We
align our teaching princi-
ples with national science
standards, so your child can
gain a deeper understand-
ing of diverse topics such as
biology, oceanography, an-

cient civilizations andmore.
Your child will have fun
while learning more than
you ever thought possible!
Enroll your child in a

STEM summer camp, and
watch their excitement
grow. Keep your child’s
mind alive with discovery
through STEM camp for
children by Science Explor-
ers today!

2019 Camp Topics

Slime of My Life … and
more!
We’ve taken our after-

school club programs from
2018-19 and turned them
into a fun-filled, week-long
camp that features a new
slime every day, in addi-
tion to exploring an array
of amazing science!
In the half-day morning

camp, we will make chalk-
board slime and all new
color-changing slime and
magnetic slime! In addi-
tion, we’ll build inventions

like catapults, discover
how electricity and circuits
work bymaking conductive
dough and explore biology
as we extract DNA from a
banana and dissect an owl
pellet.
Stay for the full day and

we’ll examine anatomy as
we make a model lung and
observe a real sheep heart,
continue our exploration
of circuits as we send mes-
sages via Morse code and
build a metal detector to
test objects to see if they
are conductors or insulators
and explore wonders of the
earth as we erupt a volcano
and experiment with polli-
nation.

Take a Dive
Dive into the world of

marine biology and ocean-
ography!
In our half-day camp,

you’ll dissect a real shark,
participate in a fisherman’s
challenge, examine the
anatomy of a fish and learn
the ancient technique of
gyotaku, or “fish rubbing,”
learn to survive at sea with
a homemade solar still, cre-
ate a kelp forest and make
your own submarine.
Stay for the full-day camp

and come face-to-face with
some unique sea creatures!
You’ll complete a squid dis-
section, bring to life genu-
ine Triassic Triops, conduct
a whale adaptations lab and
examine many weird won-
ders that live under the sea!

For ages 7 to 11.

Potions, Powders and
Polymers Academy

Is it science or magic?
You’ll find out!
In our half-day camp,

you’ll create erupting foam
monsters, conduct amazing
air pressure experiments,
dig for hidden treasures, in-
vestigate the science of il-
lusions and build spectro-
scopes to view the spectrum
of different types of light.
Stay for the full day and

we’ll reveal manymysteries
of science as we investigate
creepy creatures, learn troll
tricks, capture a rainbow in
a bottle, make instant snow,
mix up glowing slime and
conduct lab tests on mys-
tery substances. For ages
7 to 11.

Far Out Space

Academy
3 … 2 … 1 BLAST OFF to
discovering space and
flight!
Half-day campers will ex-

plore the stars and constel-
lations as you take an out-
of-this-world sky tour in
our homemade planetar-
ium, prepare for liftoff as
you build and launch your
own rocket while learning
aboutNewton’s Laws ofMo-
tion, and complete a mis-
sion to Mars as you design
and build your own model
space station.
Full-day campers will

continue to use their astro-
naut wits as we build air
powered nano-rovers, make
craters and dry ice comets
and work in engineering
teams to construct space
capsules that will be used
to launch “eggstronauts”!
Come join us on our mis-
sion through outer space!

Jr. Investigative Team

“Hey there, future Sci-
ence Explorers — do we
have the camp for you!”
Join our team of curious

tiny-techs as we explore a
new theme each day. We
will create an edible ocean,
experiment with a “magic”
magnet bottle, investigate
butterflies, discover how
birds adapt to their envi-
ronments and make color-
ful sidewalk chalk! Chil-
dren are never too young to
be scientists! Half day only
for ages 4 to 6.
We offer summer science

camps at various locations
across the tri-state region.
New locations are added
daily, so please check back
from time to time on our
website, www.scienceex-
plorers.com.

SCIENCEEXPLORERS

Spark a passion for science in your camper

Celebrating
20 Years!

Summer STEM Camps

www.ScienceExplorers.com

For ages 7-11 • Junior camps for ages 4-6

Build and launch your own rocket!
Mix up chemistry potions!
Make magnetic slime!
Make a model lung!
Dissect a squid!New

locations
added
daily!
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Did you know research
shows that all young peo-
ple experience learning
losses when they do not
engage in educational ac-
tivities during the sum-
mer?
AIM Academy’s four-

week Summer Enrichment
Program in Conshohocken
(Monday, July 1, to Friday,
July 26) can help increase
the acquisition of reading
and math skills and de-
crease summer learning
loss with a dynamic learn-
ing experience integrat-
ing research-based teach-
ing methods and creative
activities.
Summer programs at

AIM feature:
• Three full hours of lit-

eracy and academic in-
struction each morning.
• An ACT Prep program

for rising 11th- and 12th-

graders.
• Development of exec-

utive function skills and
work with assistive tech-
nology
• Recreation and

STEAM activities in the
afternoon including the-
ater performances on the
AIM stages and artistic
creations in the art stu-
dio; robotics and engi-
neering for all ages; ani-
mation, photography and
video game creation; sci-
ence experiments galore;
and sports and athletic op-
portunities both indoors
and out.

Summer Down Under
in Grades K-5

Through engaging lit-
erature and arts-based
learning opportunities
with AIM’s experienced

teaching staff, children
entering kindergarten to
fifth grade will explore
the fascinating continent
of Australia while build-
ing essential math, vo-
cabulary, comprehension
and decoding skills in
a small-group environ-
ment.

Honing Foundational
Skills in Grades 6-12

Middle school and
high school students
can hone foundational
skills in reading, writ-
ing and math in a hands-
on learning environment
featuring specialized in-
struction in assistive
technology and the ap-
plication of executive
functioning skills to help
build academic efficiency
and college readiness.

They can also discover
new talents and explore
technology in afternoon
STEAM and recreation
workshops such as: Film-
making, Robotics and En-
gineering, Recreation, Vi-
sual Arts, Video Game
Design, Animation, 3D De-

sign and Science as well
as opportunities to for ex-
periential learning during
field trips.
Dates: Monday, July 1,

to Friday, July 26, (Closed
Thursday, July 4)
Time: Full day 9 a.m. to

4 p.m. or morning only 9

a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Location: AIM Acad-

emy, 1200 River Road,
Conshohocken, PA
Register: www.aimpa.

org/summerataim
Questions? Contact

summer@aimpa.org.

AIMACADEMY

Decrease summer learning loss with a dynamic learning experience

They can also discover sign and Science as well a m to 12:30 p m

Summer Learning
& Summer Fun at AIM

www.aimpa.org/summerataim

July 1 - July 26, 2019
For children entering K-12th Grade
Morning academic skills building & afternoon
STEAM activities
Full Day & Morning Options
Three Hours of Academic Instruction Each
Day

Innovative teaching,
fearless learning
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For close to 30 years,
Merion Mercy’s Summer
Programs have offered a
multitude of academic and
athletic opportunities for
students.
In recent years, the of-

ferings have expanded,
and now MMA’s Summer
Programs provide more
than 25 academic and en-
richment opportunities
and sports camps for girls
and boys in grades six to
12. Popular offerings in-
clude CSI Merion Style, Ef-
fective Writing, Make Art!,
Basketball, Field Hockey
and Volleyball camps.
Whether students wish

to sharpen their writing
skills, earn high school
credits, prepare for the
various high school and
scholarship exams, try a
new sport or learn a new
skill, there’s surely a sum-
mer activity at Merion
Mercy that matches their
interests.
“There really is some-

thing for everyone,” said
Director of Summer Pro-
grams Barbara Harrison.
“We are proud to have
strong instructors and to
utilize our facilities to of-
fer students a productive
and unique summer expe-
rience. This summer, we
look forward to using our
expansive and versatile art
studios and innovation lab
where all of our ‘STEAM
in the Summer’ courses
will be held.”
Close to 100 high school

students take part in the
Summer Programs, while
elementary school stu-
dents and incoming fresh-
men are also eager to ex-
plore MMA’s welcom-
ing campus. In addition
to several co-ed options,
many of the summer offer-
ings are just for girls and

allow prospective students
the chance to get to know
MMA’s campus, meet fac-
ulty members and/or
coaches and experience
the school’s programs first
hand.
Most notably, the all-

girls academic enrichment
option is a pre-eighth
grade program called the
Summer Academy. Sum-
mer Academy is a full-day,
four-week program de-
signed specifically for girls
entering grade eight. The
Summer Academy helps
students begin the tran-
sition from an elemen-
tary school to a college
preparatory high school
program. Students take
courses, such as pre-alge-
bra, language arts, study
skills and public speak-
ing. There is also a fitness
class built in that includes
options such as volleyball,
dance and yoga.
As one happy Summer

Academy parent noted,
“My daughter loved the
program, learned a lot and
made great new friends.

For our family, MMA’s
Summer Academy was a
perfect mix of learning
and fun.”
“Our Summer Academy

is a great way for young
girls to spend their sum-
mer days. They receive un-
paralleled preparation for
eighth and ninth grades
and beyond, prepare for
the entrance exams for
high school and learn var-
ious skills, such as time
management and effec-
tive study skills. Plus there
is a healthy living compo-
nent, where students uti-
lize MMA’s new (air-con-
ditioned) gymnasium and
other fitness amenities,”
said Harrison.
Whether families are

looking for an all-day
camp experience or would
like the freedom to select
half-day programs that fo-
cus on a particular area of
interest, Merion Mercy has
something for everyone!
Visit www.merion-mercy.
com/summerprograms for
more information.

MERIONMERCYACADEMY

Merion Mercy Summer
Programs — bright spot in
your summer

MMA Summer Programs’ students become fast friends.

PRE-COLLEGE
SUMMER PROGRAMS

rider.edu/precollege

MUSICALTHEATRE INSTITUTE
JULY14-28, 2019
Steal the show as a triple threat performer. Refine your skills
in singing, acting and dancing. Students train in multiple
theatrical disciplines, from stagecraft to performance.

REALTOREEL
FILM & ACTING ACADEMY
JULY28-AUGUST3, 2019
Capture your talent on film. Gain a 360º perspective of
on-camera acting while acquiring the essential background
knowledge from behind the lens.

BRONCAST
SPORTS MEDIAACADEMY
JULY14-19, 2019
High School students are introduced to a comprehensive,
behind-the-scenes experience in the sports broadcasting and
journalism arena. Students are immersed into learning all facets
of sports media for their career goals from industry professionals.

CONTEMPORARYVOCAL INSTITUTE
JUNE30 -JULY6, 2019
Expand your musical repertoire and develop your unique vocal
styling through harmonization and improvization. Thrive in a
vocal ensemble while mastering your skills as a solo performer.

BRONCTANKACADEMY
INTRO TO ENTREPRENEURSHIP
JULY28-AUGUST3, 2019
Young entrepreneurs explore the start-up process, understand
the genesis of business concepts, devise marketing strategies,
identify sources of customers and anticipate potential
challenges and solutions.

REALAL
REEL F I L M &

AC T I N G
A C A D E M Y

I N S T I T U T E

MUSICAL
THEATRE
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It s incredibly important that all kids are
able to find something they are passion-
ate about, and it’s even better when that
passion can align with healthy behaviors.
Many lessons learned from athletics stay

with kids long after their “playing years”
come to a close. They also surface “off the
field” and into the classroom and their so-
cial relationships.
Thankfully, this area provides a wide va-

riety of choice for kids to find an athletic
venture that could best suit them. And ten-
nis is a sport that’s worthy of serious con-
sideration.
Physically, tennis promotes cardiovascu-

lar fitness, coordination, motor control and
flexibility. This can translate into improved
stress management, problem-solving skills
and coping skills. Because competitive and
recreational opportunities exist in tennis
at all ages, learning the game while young

can be a lifelong skill.
Frog Hollow’s Camp programming has

been optimized for junior teaching. Each
player has the ability to learnmore quickly
and retain more when playing with appro-
priate-sized materials. Frog Hollow uses
low compression balls, which bounce just
right to learn the basics of the game. Our
Drop Shots and Aces camps use appropri-
ately sized racquets to allow for ease and
maximum hitting capabilities. Kids will
serve, rally and score faster.
That translates to actually playing the

game and having lots of fun. We also offer
options for older more experienced players
in our Top Spinners, Competitive Training
and Fila Camps. Each group is based on the
player’s experiences that allow all the play-
ers to optimize their training environment
for the best combination for competitive-
ness while being fun!

FROGHALLOW

Learn the game of tennis at Frog Hallow

It’s incredibly important that all kids are can be a lifelong skill

g

Summer Friends Friends School
at Media-Providence

Register Today at mpfs.org/camp
S t u d e n t s Ag e s 3 - 1 0 . 1 2 5 W. 3 r d S t . , M ed i a . 6 1 0 - 5 6 5 - 1 9 6 0Register at: merion-mercy.com/summerprograms

grades 6-12 • Co-Educational

| 2019CAMPDIRECTORY |18 A SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2019



The North Penn YMCA,
with branches in Lansdale
andHarleysville, is offering
day camp to give kids and
teens in the North Penn, In-
dian Valley and Perkiomen
communities an adven-
turous, active and healthy
summer — one that will
surely be described as “the
best summer ever” for years
to come.
Camping, like many Y

programs, is about learn-
ing skills, developing char-
acter and making friends.
But few environments are
as special as camp, where
kids become a community
as they learn both how to be
more independent and how
to contribute to a group as
they engage in physical, so-
cial and educational activi-
ties. Camping teaches self-
reliance, a love for nature
and the outdoors and the
development of attitudes
and practices that build
character and leadership —
all amidst the fun of camp-
fires, bugle calls, canoeing,
archery, talent shows and
meaningful relationships.
Y counselors are dedicated
to making sure camp is an
amazing experience for ev-
ery camper.
“YMCA summer camp

supports the social-emo-
tional growth, cognitive

development and physical
well-being of kids,” says Bob
Gallagher, CEO. “In our day
camps, kids are in a wel-
coming environment where
they can belong; they’re
building relationships, de-
veloping character and dis-
covering their potential. We
really encourage parents to
give their kids the gift of
camp to keep their kids ac-
tive and engaged through-
out the summer.”
Gallagher says there are

five reasons why children
and teens should attend
summer camp:
1. Adventure: Summer

camp is all about a wide
variety of new experiences
and exploring the outdoors.
YMCA camps have a new
adventure for every child
and teen. Visit www.north-
pennymca.org for details.
2. Healthy Fun: Day

camps offer fun, stimulat-
ing activities that engage
the body and mind and
also help children and teens
learn the importance of nu-
trition to help improve their
healthy eating habits.
3. Personal Growth:

While in the welcoming en-
vironment of camp, youths
have a chance to learn new
skills and develop confi-
dence and independence by
taking on new responsibili-

ties and challenges. Camps
offer cognitive learning
and social-emotional de-
velopment opportunities
for achievement.
4. Friendships: Amidst

the fun of camp games,
songs, swimming and tal-
ent shows, campers meet
new friends and strengthen
existing friendships. The
bonds formed at camp are
important and lasting for
many youths.
5. Memories: Summer

camp is an unforgettable
experience that will give
each camper memories
(and camp traditions) that
will last a lifetime. Youths
return to school with plenty
of camp stories to share!
The North Penn YMCA

offers preschool camp, day
camp with flexible full and
part-time options, enrich-
ment and sports camps.
And, to ensure that all
youths have the chance
to experience camp, the
North Penn YMCA Camp
offers financial assistance
to those in need. If you’re
interested in helping send
kids to camp this summer,
you can donate to the Y at
www.northpennymca.org/
donate.
A leading nonprofit com-

mitted to nurturing the po-
tential of youth, the Y has
been a leader in provid-
ing summer camp for over
132 years. The North Penn
YMCA continues to give
youth an enriching, safe
experience with caring staff
and volunteers who model
positive values that help
build their kids’ character.
For more information,

visit NorthPennYMCA.org
or contact LauraMcMahon
at 215-723-3569, Bob Varga
at 215-368-1601 or Diane
Manus at 215-256-0767.

NORTHPENNYMCA

North Penn YMCA helps youths
experience fun, adventure
Programming keeps kids moving, exploring, learning

1. INDIAN VALLEY Teen Camp, 890 Maple Avenue, Harleysville | Grades 6-9
Sports Camp, 890 Maple Avenue, Harleysville | Grades 3-9

2. Scout Cabin Camp, 435 Park Avenue, Harleysville | Grades K-5
3. Heidelberg UCC, 251 Perkiomen Avenue, Schwenksville | Grades K-9
4. Souderton Park Camp, Wile Ave. & Reliance Rd., Souderton | Grades K-5
5. HARLEYSVILLE, 311 Alumni Ave Harleysville | Ages 3 1/2-6 yrs
6. LANSDALE, 609 E. Main St., Lansdale | Grades 1-8

EXPLORE
YOUROPTIONS

6

5

1

2

3

4

NORTHPENNYMCA
NorthPennYMCA.org | L-215-368-1601 | IV-215-723-3569 | H-215-256-0767

Your children can look forward to the BEST SUMMER EVER when
attending one of our 6 camp locations in the North Penn, Souderton
and Perkiomen School Districts. Preschool, full day, part-time,
enrichment and sports camps are offered. Call or stop in today!

$25COUPON
toward any oneweek of Summer Camp

AttendOne ofOur CAMP
OPENHOUSES&Get A
INDIANVALLEYFAMILYYMCA - FEB22&MAR22 | 4-8 PM
LANSDALEAREAFAMILYYMCA - FEB7&28 | 6-8 PM
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Summer is the perfect
time to disconnect from
devices and reconnect
with the outdoors.
Now in its 35th year,

Wayne Art Center’s 2019
Summer Arts Camp offers
a wide range of classes to
do just that!
This year’s theme, Na-

ture and Art: Connect-
ing with Our World, in-
vites artists ages 3 to 16 to
explore the world around
them for creative inspira-
tion. Each week, campers
investigate new habitats
and the art they have in-
spired to create their own
unique pieces that reflect
their discoveries.
With nearly 200 classes

to choose from, parents
can tailor the camp experi-
ence for their child.
Grouped by age, camp-

ers are presented with a

variety of media as they
build skills in drawing and
painting, ceramics, col-
lage, sculpture, jewelry
making, fashion design,
photography and more!
Nestled in Wayne along

the Radnor Trail and
home to seven of its own
gardens, Wayne Art Center
offers an ideal location for
outdoor exploration, while
light-filled, air-conditioned
classrooms provide safe
and comfortable surround-
ings for campers.
There is no limit to the

exciting opportunities stu-
dents can expect. Camp-
ers enrolled in Welcome
to the Jungle week might
learn about rainforests
and study works by Henri
Rousseau before sculpting
an elephant from clay or
painting a trio of tropical
birds. During Magnificent

Mountains, jewelry stu-
dents might study precious
gems and stones before
creating their own wear-
able art, while younger
students explore Paul Cé-
zanne’s work before con-
structing their own volca-
noes.
“Our team of educa-

tors establishes the weekly
themes, then each teacher
applies his or her exper-
tise and vision to develop
unique projects that en-
courage students to exper-
iment, take creative risks
and enjoy the art pro-
cess while engaging their
imaginations,” says Nancy
Campbell, executive direc-
tor for Wayne Art Center.
“Offering so many classes
throughout summer in-
spires our faculty to dig
deep as they work to keep
repeat campers engaged

and differentiate projects
to meet each artist at their
individual level.”
Additional options like

Creative Drama and Sum-
mer Stage allow campers
to develop confidence, en-
hance reading skills and
practice public speak-
ing. Culinary classes em-
phasize hands-on learn-
ing through engaging ac-
tivities such as storytelling
and games and educate
students about healthy
food choices, nutritional
facts and food hygiene.

“In addition to learning
how to cook and handle
food, students strengthen
math skills through mea-
surement, as well as read-
ing and time manage-
ment skills as they follow
and prepare various reci-
pes,” explains Chef Birgit
Eichinger. “Cooking is one
of the most important life
skills a child can develop,
and to do it in a fun, re-
laxed environment is a
wonderful gift parents can
provide their children.”
On Friday each week,

campers are encouraged to
invite friends and family
to an exhibition at Wayne
Art Center, where the art-
ists share their work from
the week and celebrate
their accomplishments.
For more information

about Wayne Art Center’s
2019 Summer Art Camp,
visit www.wayneart.org
or call Tessa Downs, chil-
dren’s programming direc-
tor, at 610-688-3553 ext.
208.

WAYNEARTCENTER

Wayne Art Center turns to nature for inspiration

Kimberton.org

Creating strong
foundations

for a lifetime
of learning

SCHEDULE A TOUR

Education that Matters
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The Chester County In-
termediate Unit (CCIU) re-
cently launched a new en-
richment opportunity for
all home-schooled and cy-
ber school students in
grades six to nine. STEM
Your Future, a student-cen-
tered activities program,
features two-hour sessions
that highlight a specific
career path, an industry
guest speaker and a STEM-
related activity that aligns
with the featured career.
During the program’s

four sessions, students en-
gage with like-minded
peers, bring their at-
home studies to life and
strengthen collaboration,
communication, critical
thinking and creativity
skills, all while integrating

STEM.
In the first session, stu-

dents heard from industry
guest speaker Gerald Da-
mon, computer information
systems (CIS) instructor at
the Technical College High
School (TCHS) Brandywine
Campus, and learned how
to code Sphero robots. Dur-
ing their hands-on activity,
students used the robots to
play shuffleboard and navi-
gate through a maze.
Laura Harris, language

arts teacher at the CCIU’s
Brandywine Virtual Acad-
emy (BVA) and lead for the
STEM Your Future pro-
gram, explained, “The goal
of the program is to pro-
vide students with the op-
portunity to develop ca-
reer awareness in STEM-re-

lated fields. It is the ability
to collaborate, communi-
cate effectively and think
critically in order to prob-
lem solve that is the basis
of STEM education.”
Upcoming sessions will

include escape-the-room
problem-solving with a
criminal justice focus, a
hands-on health care sim-
ulation and a coding drone
mission.
For more information

and to register for any of
our STEM Your Future ses-
sions, visit www.cciu.org/
STEMYourFuture.
Looking for more enrich-

ment opportunities this
summer? The Brandywine
Virtual Academy (BVA), a
CCIU program, offers on-
line summer courses for

students to get ahead or to
recover lost credits. With
the BVA True Summer pro-
gram, students can com-
plete an entire course in
just nine short weeks. Of-
fering an assortment of on-
line courses, including hon-
ors and Advanced Place-
ment (AP), True Summer
allows students to work at
their own pace with the
personal support and guid-
ance of our BVA teachers.
Can’t wait? BVA’s Jump

Start program offers the
same extensive course of-
ferings, the same flexibil-
ity and the same personal-
ized support but allows stu-
dents to start their summer
courses in April.
To learn more about

these programs, review

course descriptions or reg-
ister for a course, visit www.

BVAPA.org/summer or con-
tact your school counselor.

CHESTERCOUNTY INTERMEDIATEUNIT

STEM Your Future with the Chester County
Intermediate Unit

Students participate in a STEM-related icebreaker activity
during the Chester County Intermediate Unit’s (CCIU) first
STEM Your Future session.

Get S’MORE Out of Your Summer
Let BVA share its recipe for online educational success!

Online summer school
through Brandywine Virtual
Academy (BVA) can help
students recover a credit or
explore new and interesting
electives to get ahead next year.

REGISTRATION OPENS

APRIL 1, 2019
www.bvapa.org/summer

BVA0119002
Chester County Intermediate Unit
An equal opportunity employer and educator
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Many families spend
winter figuring out how
to chase away cabin fe-
ver and endure frigid tem-
peratures until spring and
summer mercifully return.
Parents thinking ahead to
swimming pools and days
lounging on the beach can
put their daydreams to

practical use by planning
ahead for their youngsters’
summer vacations.
Youth recreational pro-

grams and summer camps
can bridge the gap in care
between the end of school
and the day when classes
resume. Due in part to
high demand, parents who

want to place their kids in
summer rec programs or
summer camps should be-
ing vetting such programs
and camps well in advance
of summer. The following
are a handful of tips for
moms and dads who want
their kids to have fun and
fulfilling summers.
• Ask for recommen-

dations. Speak with fel-
low parents and trusted
friends about where they
send their children. Per-
sonal recommendations
can be very helpful, pro-
viding firsthand insight
into a particular camp
or program. Schedule ap-
pointments to visit camps
that fall within your bud-
get. Take your son or
daughter along so he or
she can get a sense of what
camp will be like.
• Explore all options.

Camps come in more fla-
vors than ever before. Cer-
tain camps may be faith-
based ministries while
others may focus on par-
ticular sports. Band camps
and art camps may ap-
peal to creative kids. Also,
there are plenty of general-
interest camps that of-
fer various activities with-
out narrowing in on any
particular one. Parents
may need to choose be-
tween a sleepaway camp
or day camps, depending
on which camp experience
they want for their chil-
dren.
• Inquire about camp

schedules. While many
camps are flexible, day
camps do not have the
same level of flexibility as
after-school programs. Ar-
rangements will need to
be made if care is required

after regular camp hours.
Speak with camp staff to
see which types of after-
hours programs, if any, are
available.
• Determine your

camp budget. As var-
ied as program offer-
ings may be, camps also
can vary greatly with re-
gard to cost. Government-
run camps may be less ex-
pensive than those offered
by private companies.
Day camps typically cost
less than those that pro-
vide room and board. Find
out if a particular orga-
nization subsidizes a por-
tion of camp costs. Scout-
ing programs often have a
dedicated camp and may
offer affordable options
for Scouts. Martial arts
schools and dance cen-
ters frequently offer camp
schedules.

If camp seems out of
reach, look into local sum-
mer recreation programs
at parks or schools. Such
programs may not be as
extensive as those offered
by camps, but they can
quell kids’ boredom and
keep children occupied
during the day.
In addition to camp, re-

member to plan for some
free days so children can
just enjoy some downtime.
Such days can break up
the monotony of a routine
and provide kids and fam-
ilies time to relax together.
Summer recreation may

be far off, but it is never
too early to start making
summer plans, including
finding camps and other
activities for kids.

Article courtesy of
MetroCreative
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Begin planning kids’ summer recreation now

YMCASUMMERCAMP provides children with
positiveand funexperiences thatbuild confidence,
new friendships anda feelingof community that
will last beyond the summer.

The YMCA is
a cause-driven
charitable
organization
that provides
financial
assistance
for programs.
Ask us for details.

• Day Camps
• Specialty Camps
• Sports Camps
• Tennis Camps
• Swim Camps
• Environmental
and STEM Camps

• Preschool Camps
and Programs

• Teen Camps
• Before & after
camp care included
at no added cost!

Full– and half-day campoptions are available.

BRANDYWINEYMCA610-380-9622
JENNERSVILLEYMCA610-869-9622
KENNETTAREAYMCA610-444-9622

UPPERMAINLINEYMCA610-647-9622
WESTCHESTERAREAYMCA610-431-9622
branches of the YMCA of Greater Brandywine

LIONVILLECOMMUNITYYMCA610-363-9622
OCTORARAYMCAPROGRAMCENTER610-593-9622
OSCARLASKOYMCAANDCHILDCARECENTER610-696-9622

REGISTER
through

Feb.28 for
bestpricing!

For ages 2 to 18

EXPERIENCEFUNANDADVENTURE

SUMMERCAMP 1́9

For details, visitwww.ymcagbw.org or contact the Y today.
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Summer camp is an ex-
citing way for children to
spend their extended vaca-
tions from the classroom.
Camps cater to various in-
terests, including sports,
crafts and even technologi-
cal hobbies.
Children who attend

overnight campsmay spend
several nights away from
home. Some kids take this
in stride, while others, pos-
sibly away from home for
the first time, may experi-
ence some homesickness.
Staying in touch while the
kids are at camp can help
alleviate fears and show
children their parents care.
Camps now handle com-

munication issues differ-
ently than they might have
when today’s parents were

campers. While it once
was common for campers
to send handwritten let-
ters or short missives home
to mom and dad, technol-
ogy has changed that. To-
day’s campers may have ac-
cess to email accounts, or
they evenmay be allowed to
bring mobile phones along.
This can facilitate commu-
nication, but it also may
take away from the camp-
ing experience.
Parents need to find a bal-

ance between what might
be too little or too much
contact with campers. After
all, camp is kids’ chance to
grow independent for a few
days or weeks.
• Learn camp rules. The

camp will likely provide in-
formation regarding corre-

spondence. Campsmay per-
mit parents to send one-way
emails and regularmail but
limit campers to handwrit-
ten letters only. Determine
if mobile phones are al-
lowed or should be left at
home. Knowing the rules
can help parents and kids
plan accordingly.
• Pack correspondence

supplies. Send kids to camp
with fun papers, stick-
ers, pens and other crafty
items. This way they’ll be
inspired to write home once
or twice. Provide brief les-
sons on how to address an
envelope for campers who
may not know how.
• Check blogs and texts.

Some campsmay blog about
campers’ progress, post in-
formation on social me-
dia or send out mass texts.
These messages can re-
assure parents that their
youngsters are doing just
fine. Figure out which tech
options are available from
camp administrators.
• Send a care package.

Treat the campers to some
supplies from home. Pack
camp-approved snacks and
other reminders of home.
Be sure to include enough
for the entire cabin, and
your son or daughter will
be the camp star.
• Expect some silence.

If camp is going well and
campers’ days are fun-filled,
they may be too busy for
daily correspondence. Par-
ents may get nervous when
they don’t routinely see or
hear from their children,
but chances are everything
is going swimmingly.
The camp experience is

often harder on parents
than children, as campers
have their friends and ac-
tivities to keep them busy.
Brief communication helps
campers grow more confi-
dent and independent.

Article courtesy of
MetroCreative
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Keep in touch with kids at camp

Spend your summer at Westtown
and discover the hidden
treasures of our 600 acres!

June 17 -
August 9, 2019

Westtown Day Camp Aquatic Club Swim School
Counselor in Training Program Westtown Science Institute

www.summer-westtown.com
Register at:
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Tyler Arboretum offers
the quintessential summer
camp experience, right in

your neighborhood.
Each day, campers em-

bark on new adventures

throughout Tyler’s 650
beautiful acres, catching
butterflies in the meadows,

looking for salamanders in
the stream and exploring
the woods with their sum-
mertime friends, all while
(unbeknownst to them) de-
veloping new life skills and
a love for nature.
Weekly sessions focus

on environmental/STEAM
themes. Campers can build
feats of engineering ge-
nius or create experiments
that ooze and fizz. Middle
schoolers can develop sur-
vival skills or spend the
week on different aqua-in-
spired adventures like tub-
ing. High schoolers will
hike the battlefields of his-
toric Gettysburg or explore
the marine ecosystems of
the Jersey Shore. These off-
site excursions for older
campers create true ad-
venture experiences. They
spend their days investigat-
ing the natural world while
building friendships and
learning skills such as ca-
noeing, rock climbing, fire
building and more.
There is mounting evi-

dence to support what we’ve
always known: kids benefit
from spending time in na-
ture. Science has shown us
that kids who spend time
outdoors are happier and
healthier. They are more
creative and confident and
less anxious and stressed.
For decades, Tyler has

been providing summer

camp experiences for chil-
dren in Delaware County to
help them connect with na-
ture and develop a sense of
wonder. Weekly campfires
and daily Morning Mad-
ness activities give campers
a chance to be silly, build

community and bond with
their counselor role models.
For a fun summer ex-

ploring nature and mak-
ing memories that will last
a lifetime, visit us at Tyler-
Arboretum.org/camp.

TYLERARBORETUM

Immerse yourself in nature adventures

YMCA Camp Conrad Weiser
The Way the World Should Be

Overnight Camp for Boys and Girls 7-17
Traditional, Riding, & Theme Camps.
Teen Leadership & Adventure Programs.
SMYMCA.ORG or 610-670-2267
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Summer and fun—while
these words aren’t techni-
cally synonyms, they prob-
ably should be. School is
out for the children, you
have summer vacation time
from work stocked up, and
the nice weather across the

country is beckoning.
Are you in search of some

fun ideas for your summer
activities? Check out these
family friendly ideas every-
one will love!
· Camp — Sleeping un-

der the stars is just the first

great benefit of going on a
camping adventure.
You can plan plenty of

fun and kid-friendly activ-
ities to keep you busy all
summer long. Hiking, cook-
ing over the campfire, fish-
ing, swimming, catching

fireflies, telling ghost sto-
ries and toasting marsh-
mallows all add to the fun.
· Ride the trails — Tak-

ing the family for an ATV
ride is an adventure all in it-
self. You get to see the coun-
try in a new way, plus you’ll
have fun trekking across
the countryside. If you’ve
never tried off-roading be-
fore, the new Polaris ACE
gives you the opportunity.
The rider sits squarely

between all four wheels,
providing smooth handling
and riding suspension. It
also increases confidence,
which, when combined
with the perfect amount of
horsepower, allows novice
riders to quickly gain expe-
rience.
· Develop a family project

— It’s always fun to spend
time together as a family
working on a project. Let

your imagination run wild
and see where it takes you.
If you want to explore your
creative talents, consider
producing a short play or
movie.
Everyone can get in-

volved in writing the script,
the acting, set creation and
finding the perfect cos-
tumes. Or consider par-
ticipating in a community
service project. Maybe you
have an organization close
to your heart you could
raise money to help sup-
port.
· Road trip — A themed

road trip can create a lot of
excitement for your family
members.
For example, maybe you

want to create a theme of
seeing all the odd tourist
attractions like the world’s
largest ball of twine or the
country’s biggest collection

of autographed baseballs.
Perhaps you want to visit

as many national parks as
you can. Have your children
help with the planning and
you’ll have a very interest-
ing road trip adventure.
· Museums — Make it

an educational summer
by planning visits to all
the museums in the near-
est city.
Include the local zoos

and planted gardens on
the list, and you’ll be sure
to pique the interest of ev-
ery member of your family.
Plan for one familymuseum
visit a month or every other
week, and combine it with a
family dinner out or a pic-
nic in the park.

Article courtesy of
BrandPoint
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Fun summer activities for the whole family

unleash theunleash the

adventure
gsep.org/camp

Girl Scouts of Eastern Pennsylvania offers day camps and overnight camps that are open to all girls ages 5–17. SCHOLARSHIPS AND FINANCIAL AID ARE AVAILABLE.

www.gsep.org | 215-564-2030 | @GirlScoutsEPenn | @GirlScoutsEPenn | @GirlScoutsEPenn
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It’s not about forcing
a fit; it’s about finding a
place.
Pathway could be the

place for your child dur-
ing the school year and/
or during the Extended
School Year (ESY) pro-
gram.
For over 50 years, Path-

way has been serving stu-
dents with special educa-
tion needs. Pathway pro-
vides educational and
therapeutic services to
young people with signifi-
cant learning, social-emo-
tional and executive func-
tioning needs. The goal is
to provide an individual-
ized, structured learning
environment that empow-
ers all students to build
independence for all stu-
dents.
Pathway offers a six-

week Extended School
Year (ESY) program that
was created with various
tracks that focus on each
student’s affective, aca-
demic, social and func-
tional needs in various
structured learning envi-
ronments in school and in
the community. The ESY
program supports each
student’s IEP goals while
providing students unique
opportunities to increase
their interests in educa-
tional topics and further
develop recreation and lei-
sure skills.
Summer Therapeutic

Activities further develop
academic skills while pro-
viding students an op-
portunity to choose from
a variety of club activi-
ties. After some instruc-
tion in reading and math,
students will participate
in theme-based activities
that allow them to have
fun while build execu-
tive functioning and social
skills. Clubs are designed
to increase a student’s rep-
ertoire of interests and
expose them to differ-

ent types of experiences
throughout the summer.
Social skills, cooperative
teamwork, communication
and recreation and leisure
skills are embedded in all
club activities.
Social & Community Ac-

tivities — For Life Experi-
ences focuses on providing
students with a “hands-
on” approach to develop-
ing social skills and pro-
moting successful func-
tioning in the community.
Students will continue to
develop functional aca-
demic skills, communica-
tion skills, vocational skills
and daily living skills. The
program will take place
both on campus and in
community settings to
teach social skills and life
skills through community
outings, preparing menus,
grocery shopping, money
management and self-care
lessons.
Field trips are another

fun part of the ESY pro-
gram. Students will par-
ticipate in field trips to lo-
cal points of interest that
coordinate with classroom
and program themes while
promoting social skills in

the community. Trips may
include places such as fish-
ing spots, hiking trails,
tours of local facilities,
historical spots and much
more.
The ESY program is of-

fered to Pathway students
ages 5 to 21, as well as stu-
dents with similar needs
in nearby school districts.
For students not cur-

rently attending the
school-year program who
are interested in ESY pro-
gramming, please contact
Diana Phifer in the Admis-
sions Department at 610-
277-0660 ext. 289 for ad-
ditional information and a
tour of the campus or send
a current IEP, Evaluation/
Re-evaluation Report to
The Pathway School —
Attn: Diana Phifer, The
Pathway School, 162 Egypt
Road, Jeffersonville, PA
19403.
For additional informa-

tion about any of our pro-
grams or services, please
visit www.pathwayschool.
org and contact Diana Phi-
fer at 610-277-0660 ext.
289 or dphifer@pathway-
school.org.

PATHWAY

A summer full of enriching experiences,
extraordinary opportunities

Have fun with us…
July 1st - Aug. 9th
8:45am - 2:45pm

*Clubs *Field trips *Overnight camping
*Academics *Job training *Social Skills

The Pathway to a fun-filled summer awaits!

For information:
Diana Phifer

610-277-0660 ext 289
dphifer@pathwayschool.org

162 Egypt Road
Jeffersonville, Pa. 19403
www.pathwayschool.org
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Children in North
America will spend, on
average, more than 900
hours attending school in
a given year. The average
school year in the United
States lasts 1,016 hours,
the equivalent of 42 con-
tinuous days. According to
the Organization for Eco-
nomic Cooperation and
Development, many devel-
oped countries begin their
academic years in Septem-
ber and end them in June.
Some, like Australia, fea-
ture four terms with two-
week breaks in between
each term. Others go to
school for most of the year
— with various holiday
breaks in between — and
then get the bulk of their
time off during the sum-
mer.
As much time as kids

spend in school, there will
be times when they are
left to their own devices,
and during these times
it’s easy for them to forgot
classroom lessons. Some-
times called “summer
learning loss” or “sum-
mer slide,” this forgetful-
ness sees many students
fail to retain all of their
lessons over prolonged
breaks from school. Stud-
ies indicate that students
score lower on standard-
ized tests at the end of the
summer compared to their
performance on the same
tests at the beginning of
summer. Anywhere from
between one to three
month’s worth of educa-
tional achievement can
dissipate during prolonged
breaks from the class-
room. To help ensure that
those hard-earned lessons
are not so easily forgotten,
parents can help children
remain intellectually en-
gaged in various ways over
school breaks.
• Learn at camp. Many

children attend camp for
a portion of their school
breaks. Look for camps
that do not simply babysit
children but engage them
through enrichment ac-
tivities.
• Take a class. Children

and families can learn to-
gether by exploring new
skills. Enroll in something
educational and enjoyable,
such as a music or dance
class, a STEM seminar or
something else that en-
gages the mind and body.
This gives everyone a
chance to learn something
new and have a great time
together as a family.
• Stick to a schedule.

Try to maintain a sched-
ule similar to school,
with children waking at
the same time each day
and going to bed at simi-
lar hours. This will make
it much easier to get back
into a routine when a new
school year begins.
• Encourage reading.

Set aside time for reading
each day. All it generally
takes is 15 to 30 minutes
of reading per day for kids
to remember their vocab-
ulary lessons and main-
tain their fluency and com-

prehension skills. Children
may enjoy picking their
own books rather than
having a required read-
ing list.
• Keep a math book

handy. On long car trips
or rainy days, children can
do a few math problems
to keep their skills sharp.
This will help keep learn-
ing loss to a minimum.
Math workbooks may be
available at bookstores, or
parents can look online or
ask a teacher for a sum-
mer to-do packet.
• Plan educational trips.

Vacations and day trips
can be fun, entertaining
and educational all at the
same time. Science cen-
ters, museums and living
history locations can bring
to life information learned
in the classroom, even on
family vacations.
Parents and educators

can reduce lesson loss over
school breaks by encour-
aging families to remain
intellectually engaged in
any way they can.

Article courtesy of
MetroCreative
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How to keep kids engaged
over school breaks

PHOTO COURTESY OF METROCREATIVE

Reading is a great way for students to keep their brains
sharp during prolonged school breaks.

Summer Friends
Friends School
at Media-Providence

125 W. 3 rd St. , Media . 610-565-1960

Register Today at mpfs.org/camp
For Students Ages 3 - 10

• Flexible pick-up & drop-off times
• Affordable weekly rates
• 10% sibling discount
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2 19 SUMMER
PROGRAMS

One Childhood.
Camp It Well.

VISIT US AT FCSprograms.org
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