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A mudroom. Because mud.

When you build a home from the ground up, you get to design

it so it fits the way you and your family live. Say you’d like an

open plan with high ceilings, for instance. No problem.

Bathrooms? As many as you want. And when you

need a mudroom, you really need a mudroom.

We get it. And you can have it.

Explore floorplans, photo galleries and locations with

our online Welcome Kit at DreamWayneHomes.com

Akron/Medina: 866-366-9995 • Sandusky: 866-649-8678
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3408 Robin Lane • 2 bedrooms | 2 Baths | 2 Car Garage | 1,921 sq. ft.

AVAILABLE NOW! Decorated model home!

Capri II • $299,990*
LIMITED MAINTENANCE

Morningside at Martin’s Run** from the $200s
3392 Robin Lane., Lorain, OH 44053
Call 440-282-2934 for more details
Sales Office Open Mon 1-6pm, Tue-Sun 10a-6p
khov.com/GardensMorningside

*Price reflects options and incentives that may have been added to the home. All prices are subject to change and subject to availability. Any photographs used are for illustrative purposes
only. Stated dimensions, square footage and acreage are approximate and should not be used as a representation of any home’s or homesite’s precise or actual size, location or orientation.
There is no guarantee that any particular homesite or home will be available. Not all features and options are available in all homes. Unless otherwise expressly stated, homes do not come
with hardscape, landscape, or other decorator items. **All homes within the community are subject to an age restriction whereby the homes are restricted to use and occupancy by at least
one person of age 55 years or over, and with no permanent residents being under the age of 19, as the community is intended to be operated and maintained as "Housing for Older
Persons," as defined in the Fair Housing Act, 42 U.S.C. §§ 3601-3619.We are pledged to the letter and spirit of U.S. policy for the achievement of equal housing opportunity throughout the
Nation.We encourage and support an affirmative advertising and marketing program in which there are no barriers to obtaining housing because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap,
familial status, or national origin. The developer of Morningside at Martin’s Run is K. Hovnanian of Ohio, L.L.C., an affiliate and indirect subsidiary of Hovnanian Enterprises, Inc. See a Sales
Consultant for full details. ©2019 K. Hovnanian Companies, LLC.
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Let The SwanzerAgency Realtors take care of all your Real Estate Needs!
Contact us today at (440) 988-3333 or www.Swanzer.com! Like us on Facebook!

11202 Clary Road, Wakeman
Country home on 1+ acres. Great floor-

plan! This open design features 2 over-size
bedrooms and large master suite w/ 2 walk
-in closets, shower & garden tub. $260,000

39280 Colorado Avenue, Avon
3 parcel property totaling 2.78 acres com-
mercially zoned C-4 general business. Nice
3 bedroom home on property w/ hard-

wood floors. $475,000

9031 Leavitt Road, Elyria
1.37 acres commercially zoned. Some uses
may require more frontage. Additional
land available. House is in need of some

repair. $95,000

Bill Swanzer
Broker

(440) 258-4104
Bill@Swanzer.com

Gregg Fior
Realtor

Ghfiore@yahoo.com
(440) 221-3534

Cory Swanzer
Realtor

Cory@Swanzer.com
(440) 574-0297

Billy Swanzer
Realtor

(440) 258-8209
billy@swanzer.com

Dan Pritchett
Realtor

Kpritchett772@gmail.com
(440) 258-4128

Steve Allor
Realtor

(440) 554-5208
Captparadise@yahoo.com

LAND FOR SALE
**Building sites 1 acre building sites as low as $49,900 in Amherst and Oberlin School Districts!

**S R 60, Vermilion 16 acres commercial. 420 ft frontage. Requires 100 ft. to build.
4 commercial lots possible $265,000

**Oberlin Rd, Elyria 48 acres Amherst Township $189,900
**Hawke Road, Columbia Station 7.54 acres commercially zoned $149,000

**N Lake St, Amherst 23.5 acres commercial zoned C2 directly south of Rt 2 exit $2,400,000

1326 Lake Avenue, Elyria
Excellent location and facilities. Currently
used for car sales. Suitable for many uses.

Call Gregg Fior for more information.
$275,000

Beverly Vargo
Realtor

(740) 297-0898
vargobeverlyswanzer
agency@gmail.com

1735 North Ridge Rd, Vermilion
4 bedroom, 3 1/2 bath colonial. 2.77
acres. Huge old barn in great shape!

Quaint cottage great for guests! Showings
start next week! $265,000

8905 Cherry Rd, Vermilion
Country living on 2.3 acres with 4 bed-

rooms, office and 2 full baths. Attached 2+
car garage, sunroom w/ vaulted ceilings,
above ground pool, large deck. $186,900

888 State Street, Vermilion
Great 4 bed 2.5 bath Harbourtown coloni-
al. Features a remodeled kitchen, formal
dining room, spacious living room and first
floor bedroom. Fantastic lot! $140,000

649 Dannie Drive, Lorain
Charming ranch in Amherst Schools. Spa-
cious living room, 3 bedrooms, and 2 full
baths. Great room features a gas fireplace
& vaulted and beamed ceilings . $136,000

313 S Professor St, Oberlin
Charming cape cod in the city of Oberlin. 3
possibly 4 bedrooms, nice size kitchen and
living room, brick fireplace, full basement
with bath, lots of storage space! $149,000

3633 Tacoma Ave, Lorain
Great opportunity for an investor or for a
first time home buyer looking for a fixer
upper! This is a full rehab project. Seller

financing available! $22,900

324 West 28th Street, Lorain
Extremely nice duplex with down unit rent-
ed and upstairs owner’s suite. Separate
entrances and utilities. Newer roof, water
heaters, appliances, furnaces. $104,900

415 Oakhill Blvd #105, Lorain
Totally updated condo in Amherst Schools!
Upgraded with newer carpet, newer kitch-
en, granite countertops, and ceramic kitch-
en floor. Barrier free No Steps!! $55,000
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Linda Armstrong

Office: 419-627-9914
E-mail: LindaArmstrong@bex.net • Website: www.TheATeamSellsHomes.net

Address: 1919 Sandusky Mall Blvd., Sandusky

Thank you for choosing Linda Armstrong, The A Team and RE/MAX Quality Realty.

4206 Mason Rd.
AMISH CRAFTSMANSHIP

MILAN TWP
3 bedroom, 2½ bath, 2863 sq. ft. quality-built home
on a gorgeous 3 acre wooded lot. Welcoming front
porch, gas log fireplace, huge eat-in kitchen. Master
suite has oversized jet tub and an amazing large
walk-in shower with dual shower heads. Bonus
room above the 2½ car garage. Full basement.
40’x48’ heated outbuilding can accommodate a boat
or RV. Edison School District. $469,900

1602 Maple Ave.
SHADED BY TREES

HURON
5 bedroom, 3½ bath, 4184 sq. ft. house.

Vaulted ceilings and beautiful stone fireplace in

living room. 2 master suites - one on each level.

Outdoor patio with hot tub. Newer furnace, A/C

& hot water tanks. 2½ car garage. $374,900.

3222 Angels Way
SIMPLY MAGNIFICENT

PERKINS TWP
5 bedrooms, 4 baths, and 2 half baths in this
4200 sq.ft. Angel’s Path home. Great room with
2-story ceiling and a gorgeous fireplace. Large
open eat-in kitchen with granite counter tops
and a large island. Basement has an additional
1400 sq. ft. of living space including a room
with mirrored walls for dance practice. Newer
furnace, A/C, & HWT. $529,000

17 Sawmill Creek Dr.
INVEST IN LEISURE

HURON TWP.
2 bedroom, 2 bath, 1136 sq. ft. Sawmill Creek
condo overlooking the golf course. Ranch
style villa with loft and open floor plan. Vaulted
ceilings & hardwood flooring. Ample storage.
Close to restaurants, shopping, beach &
marina. Makes a great year round home or a
getaway. $215,000.

721 Cedar Point Rd.
LAKE-TO-BAY LOT

3112 sq. ft. home on over 1.8 acres close to
Cedar Point. 3 bedrooms, 2½ baths. 1st floor
has 2 bedrooms, family room, game area &
kitchenette. Open floor plan on 2nd floor with
great room, dining area, and gourmet kitchen
with marble fireplace. Screened in porches.
5 car garage. $899,000.

4208 Walnut Creek Lane
PICTURESQUE WOODED
SETTING - PERKINS TWP.

4 bedrooms, 3 full baths, 2 half baths, and 5228
sq. ft. in this home on over 1 acre. Welcoming
2 story foyer. Grand living/dining room. Open
kitchen, family room & sunroom have great
natural light. First floor master suite, office &
laundry. Finished basement. 2½ car garage.
$479,000.

1034 Cove Park Blvd.
DREAM AWAY!

SANDUSKY
Extraordinary 4 bedroom, 3 bath, 2609 sq. ft.
3 level boathouse. 1st floor guest suite. Large
master suite with slider to the deck & updated
luxury bath. Hickory cabinets and granite
countertops in kitchen. 36’x 16’ boat well
with Algonac lift. 2 car heated tandem garage.
$449,900.

4306 Walnut Creek Ln.
ENJOY THE OUTDOORS

The beautifully landscaped grounds are a fitting
introduction to a superb interior. Breathtaking
home offers a massive patio with a free standing
fireplace overlooking the pond and built-in wall
seating. Colder weather? No problem - enjoy the
enclosed heated sun porch with its eye-catching
fireplace. 5 bedroom, 3½ bath, 6000 sq. ft.
Timberlake one-story with a finished lower level.
3 car heated garage. $685,000.
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FREE
Market Analysis

With coupon.

Gary R. Dodson
Mobile Phone:

(440) 320-6464

Natalie Iafolla
Mobile Phone:

(440) 308-7336

Michael Cobb
Mobile Phone:

(440) 463-6975

The Preferred Real Estate Team

2016-2018 Sold Units 265
$31,289,662+ is our volume to date

Our Clients are #1!

housing MARkEt is hot!
now is thE tiME to list & sEll!

cAll FoR youR
iMMEdiAtE

hoME EstiMAtE!

lAnd AVAilABlE
• (2) 1 acre lots lake Rd, Vermilion $39,900
• st Rt 511 Brownhelm 2.69 acres $59,900 Firelands schools

• 27 Acres on st Rt 58 & st Rt 20 commercial
• 1 Buildable lot stonebridge in Amherst $79,900

• 1.43 Acres st Rt 58 oberlin commercial
• (3) 1.5 Acre lots Brownhelm township

200-300 continuous
FARM AcREs in

loRAin county!
wE hAVE youR BuyER!!

$114,900
2704 w 38th st, loRAin 44053

$242,900
859 tiMBERViEw dR, AMhERst

$319,900
5780 liBERty AVE, VERMilion

$154,900
2109 w 40th st, loRAin

$196,000
631 BAyBERRy Rd, loRAin,

AMhERst schools

$79,900
1541 w 29th st. loRAin 44052

$99,900
386 MilAn AVE AMhERst

$179,900
5101 hoMEgARdnER Rd, cAstAliA

$499,000
18145 RowEll Rd wEllington

FARM sAlE-77 AcREs -cAMdEn township

contingent

contingent
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Karlene
Liserio,
Agent

440-371-0835

Ecker Real Estate Co.
Let the property professionals at Ecker Real Estate handle your real estate needs

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

1606 Cooper Foster Park Road, Lorain, Ohio 44053

440.654.2568 • www.eckerhomes.com
Info@eckerhomes.com

Julia Ecker,
Broker

440-320-5660

Beautiful classic home with 3 bedrooms.
Gourmet kitchen. 2 bathrooms with one on the main floor.

This is a mansion that has been updated.

Listings Needed…
Call Julie or Karlene

1852 Lexington, Lorain

$49,900
MLS#4067410

Nice Ranch Duplex. Each unit has 2 bedrooms and 1 Bath.
This would be a nice unit to live in one side and let the other

pay the mortgage payment. Great for a snow bird.
$79,900

MLS#4051719

620/622 Root Rd., Lorain

3 Bedroom, 1 bath, Great location with 3 car garage’s. This
home has so much potential; original Hard wood floors an wood
trim through out the house. The kitchen has the original wood

cabinets. The garage and basement both have a work shop.

$60,000
MLS#4036467

$
1519 Abbe Rd So, Elyria

Spacious split level near Community College
with 4 Bedrooms and 2 baths, and
very quick commute to Cleveland.

$147,000
MLS#4065248

$147 000
233 Naples, Elyria

opEn SundAy 2-4
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WEMAKE
HOME EQUITY
LOANS EASIER
THAN CHOOSING
A PAINT COLOR.

W

*Ratesandpaymentexamplesarebasedon loans securedbyproperties located inPAorOHonly.Ratesare .25%higher forproperties located in the stateofNY. *HOMEEQUITYLINEOFCREDIT:VariableAnnualPercentageRate (APR)
2.740% introductory APR for six (6)months followed byWall Street Journal PrimeRateminus0.50%, currently 5.000%as of 2/8/2019. Fixed term line of at least $100,000 in newborrowingswith at least $50,000 in newmoney being
disbursedat closing required toobtain advertised rates. Advertised rates are available during 10 year drawperiod that is anopen-endedvariable rate followedbya 15 year repayment termwithprincipal and interest payments at afixed
ratethenineffectfor 15yearfixed-rateequity loans. (Currently5.375%asof2/8/2019).Minimummonthlypaymentquotedisfor interest-onlypayments.MaximumAPRis 18.00%,minimumAPRis2.50%.Offerallowsforan85%maximum
loan-to-value ratio, aminimum 740FICO®score andautomatic transfer service fromaNorthwest checkingaccount.One-or two-unit owner-occupiedproperties only.Not for homepurchase. Valuation fee typically ranges from$60
to $525. Individual propertiesmay vary. A $25 annual feewill be charged.Minimummonthly payment requirement is interest only based onoutstanding balancewith aminimumpayment of $50. If you cancel the line-of-credit before
three (3) years, youwill be required to reimburseNorthwest for all third-party origination fees, less valuation fee,which typically range from $0 to $600. Refinance of existing Choicelinewill include early termination fees, if applicable.
RefinanceofnewborrowingrequirementbasedoffexistingChoicelineavailable limit.Customermayopt to lock-inbalanceatanytime,uptothreeadvances, at rates then ineffect forfixed-ratehomeequity loans fromone (1) tofifteen
(15) years during the initial ten (10) year draw period. A $75 fee applies to each lock-in. Maximum loan amount is $500,000. Other rates and terms are available. A title search is required on loans greater than $250,000. Property
insurance is required and flood insurancemay be required. Offermay be changed orwithdrawn at any time. Consult a tax advisor regarding deductibility of interest and charges. Payments do not include amounts for taxes and
insurancepremiums, actual obligationwill be greater. Debt protectionnot available. Subject to credit approval. See bank for details. For use in PAandOHonly.Only deposit products offeredbyNorthwestBankareMember FDIC.

20 offices to
serve you in
Northeastern

Ohio

Apply on
your time
the way
youwant:

6-month
Introductory Period

2.74%
After Introductory Period
Prime –.50%, currently

5.00%APR* Variable
APR*

During 6-month introductory period, $225.21/monthminimumpayment. Then, after introductory period,
$410.96/month interest-only payment for $100,000minimum line of credit over 10-year drawperiod.

Home Equity Line of Credit

Bank | Borrow | Invest | Insure | Plan
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We’re here to help you find the best loan option and rate.

The Morning Journal’s
Readers Choice Awards 2012

GOLD MEDAL MORTGAGE, INC.
(440) 934-2100

37490 Harvest Drive., Avon, OH 44011-2804
www.GoldMedalMortgageInc.com
E-mail: gmm@neohio.twcbc.com

Voted Best Mortgage LenderVoted Best Mortgage Lender

NO APPLICATION FEE!
No extra fees, no surprises.

Michael B. Sartor
President

NMLS #168663
MB #803214
LO #20578

No Mortgage Payment
for up to 45 Days!

Don’t miss out
on your dream house!

Get PRE-APPROVED FREE Today!

A Cleveland Magazine 2018
Top Mortgage Professional

Conventional Loans • FHA Loans • VA Loans • Refinances

GET PRE-APPROVED TODAY
Call now to get a quote.
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Bruce Laminates LLC
Elyria, OH 44035

7862 West River Road South
Ph. 440.328.3205Steven Bruce

Call Ken Cassell

(440) 967-3167
(440) 320-8941

www.CassellHomes.com

NEW RANCH MODEL
Under Construction

Sunnyside Road

Call Mr. Cassell for more details

* 1.875 acre wooded lot
* 1800 sq ft Ranch Home
* Large Chef kitchen with

center island
* Three bedroom / Two Bath
* Master bath with

walk-in shower

* Walk-in closet
* Full basement plumbed

for full bath
* Basement 4’ scapewell window
* Over-sized garage
* Large patio
** Much more

Get Ready for Spring
Construction

Choose your Lot Now

Elizabeth Dr.
Only (2) Lots Left

Abutts Lorain County
Metro Parks

Parkside Lane
(4) Lots Left
Priced from

$29,000 - $42,500

Condo Lots on Breezewood

NEw – SuNNySiDE ROAD
2+ Acre wooded Lots
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AMHERST TRAIL IS OFFERING

NEW HOMES
AT BELOW MARKET PRICES!!

AMHERST TRAIL

New Homes Starting At $39,799
Why Rent When You Can Own? • Save Thousands!

Return to the Simple Life!

Amherst Mobile Home Park - 46270 Telegraph Road Amherst 44001
www.amhersttrail.com (440) 986-6092

Quality Homes by: Skyline • Schult • Champion • Redman • Clayton

Forest River Housing – Model #156
with optional porch. 3BR, 2B home

Work with our knowledgeable sales staff to assist you in selecting the home that fits your needs & lifestyle.
Amherst Trail has a newly renovated area and features:

• New roads with 2 car, off street parking for each home • 5,000 square foot improved home sites
• Firelands Schools & bus service • Close to both I-80 & I-90 • Small pets welcome • Resident Manager

Member
FDIC

NMLS#
596593

Construction, Purchase, and Renovation Loans!

This first mortgage is a five-year adjustable rate loan for single-family, owner occupied properties. The index is the 1 Year CMT. The maximum rate adjustment each time is
2.0% with a lifetime adjustment of not more than 6% above the original rate. The interest rate floor on these loans is the original interest rate and PMI parameters apply

where applicable. The first adjustment will occur after five years and then every year thereafter. Annual Percentage Rate based on $100,000 loan amount;15% down; 0 point.
Payment example:$100,000 loan amount; 3.625% rate; 360 monthly payments of $456.05, which includes principal and interest only.

Other rates and programs are available. RATES AND OFFERSUBJECT TOCHANGEWITHOUT NOTICE.
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INVESTING
IN OUR COMMUNITY

At Bath Fitter, we credit much of our success to our dedicated employees and

customers. So we actively support the community organizations and programs that

matter most to them.

1-844-915-1059
bath-fitter.com/community

BATHROOM
REMODELER

FOR 16 YEARSFOR 16 YEARS

BATHROOM
REMODELER

in Qualified Remodeler
Magazine

*Offer ends: 1/31/19. All offers must be presented and used at time of estimate only. May not be combined with other offers or applied to previous purchases.
Valid only at select Bath Fitter locations. Offers and warranty subject to limitations. Jason Haught OH MPL #37445, Jason Haught WV MPL #PL07514, Justin Worthing MI MPL #8112370, WV HIC #WV038808. Each

Franchise Independently Owned And Operated By Ohio Bath Solutions, LLC.

SAVE $500
Thank you for helping support what matters most to us.

on your new bath system from Bath Fitter*
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Raising backyard chickens has been a
growing phenomenon for several years.
Many cities have passed laws legalizing
backyard chickens, encouraging many to
raise chickens as a rewarding hobby.
One of the biggest benefits to raising

backyard chickens is that their eggs are
fresher and often tastier than store-bought
varieties. Hens can lay one egg per day.
Multiply that egg per hen, and breakfast is
always available.
Another benefit to chickens is they pro-

duce a natural fertilizer that can be used in
gardens. “The Old Farmer’s Almanac” says
chicken manure can be composted, aged
and eventually added to the garden. In

about six months, a person will accumu-
late about one cubic foot of manure per
chicken. Egg shells and other compostable
material can be added to create an even
richer formula.
Chickens also can help control bugs

around the yard, offers the experts at Trac-
tor Supply Company.
Before investing in backyard chickens,

people should determine if chickens will
fit with their lifestyle. Costs and care are a
big consideration.
Each chick will cost anywhere between

$3 to $5 a bird.Then there’s feed to con-
sider.The most expensive item will likely
be the coop.The experts atThe Happy

Are backyard chickens right for you?

Decorating a home in neutral tones has
long been recommended as a way to sell a
home quickly. But the color gray also pro-
vides a blank canvas for homeowners who
have no intention of putting their homes on
the market anytime soon.
Beige and white have long been go-to

colors for neutral living spaces. But many
interior decorators now look to gray as the
neutral color of choice.
Design experts advise that gray has a broad

range. Gray can include everything from
silver to charcoal to a dusty cloud. Accord-
ing to the trendsetters at Glidden Paints,
gray coordinates well with other colors. Plus,
the neutral appeal of gray boasts a timeless
quality.
Gray is not a clear-cut color that’s simply

a 50-50 blend of white and black. Gray has
subtle nuances that can lean toward blues,
greens, taupes, and more depending on the

Gray is here to stay in home designs
lighting and surrounding furnishings.That means
that homeowners who are ready to replace their
furniture or accessories need not necessarily repaint
if they’ve previously decorated in shades of gray.
Individuals need only replace small items to

produce a big effect in rooms where gray is domi-
nant. Because gray is so neutral, it works with soft,
calming colors in various pastels, but equally as well
with bright reds, yellow and oranges, according to
Scott Bodenner, a Brooklyn-based textile designer.
Gray also is a predominant color in natural stones

used throughout homes in entryways, bathrooms
and kitchens. It can make design sense to maintain
continuity throughout by dabbling in gray else-
where.
Designers have shown how gray does not have to

be cold, industrial or gloomy. It can be sophisticated
in just about any room of the house. More designers
are now leaning toward warmer variations of gray,
such as taupes and blends dubbed “greige,” that are
beautiful but not as stark as pure gray.

Chicken Coop, a resource for raising
chickens and starting coops, says handy
men and women can build homemade
coops, but ready-made ones will cost a few
hundred dollars.The coop will need to
offer around four square feet of space per
chicken (or what’s recommended for the
breed).
Despite being seemingly independent

birds, chickens need people to be active
caregivers.They require feed and water
daily.The chickens will need a caregiver
while you vacation. People who are fre-
quently away from home should recon-
sider chickens.
Chickens also are prone to worms, para-

sites and lice.They need to have rear feath-
ers trimmed to stay clean and sanitary,
and they will require an area where they
can “dust” and self-groom.The Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention advises
not to cuddle and kiss chickens like pets
because they can carry salmonella. Not ev-
ery coop is completely varmint-proof, and
some chickens may succumb to predators.
Squeamish or sentimental folks may find
chickens aren’t the right fit.
Chickens require commitment and

care that many people can provide. It is
essential to do one’s homework to ensure
that backyard chickens are a sound invest-
ment.

LIMITED TIME OFFER Promo Number: 285

15%
Off Entire
LeafFilter®
Purchase 0%

Financing*

+

PLUS ADDITIONAL SENIOR & MILITARY DISCOUNTS

CSLB# 1035795 DOPL #10783658-5501 License# 7656 License# 50145 License# 41354 License# 99338 License# 128344
License# 218294 License# 603 233 977 License# 2102212986 License# 2106212946 License# 2705132153A License# LEAFF-
NW822JZ License# WV056912 License# WC-29998-H17 Nassau HIC License# H01067000 Registration# 176447 Registration#
HIC.0649905 Registration# C127229 Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475 Registration#
IR731804 Registration# 13VH09953900 Registration# PA069383 Suffolk HIC License# 52229-H

ELIMINATE
GUTTER

CLEANING
FOR LIFE!

Promo Number: 285
Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat:
8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST.

855-549-1143

CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE!

*Contact us for additional details
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COLLEGE HOOPS
CROSSWORD PUZZLE

ATTENTION PUZZLE LOVERS!
Sharpen your pencils.We will be
publishing this special puzzle
created by puzzle genius Frank
Longo specially for MarchMadness.
This huge crossword will appear
in theMarch 20 issue of
TheMorning Journal.

Custom-built decks can expand
usable outdoor entertaining
spaces. Decks can surround pools
and create outdoor patio areas that
make it easy to establish multi-
tiered living spaces, improving the
functionality of outdoor areas.
Certain deck trends have

emerged as industry experts’ top
picks for the upcoming remodel-
ing and renovation season. For
those thinking of revamping
an existing deck, or building an
entirely new one, these trends are
on point.
• Established perimeters: “Pic-

ture framing” is not a new trend,
but one that has taken greater hold
in recent years.The term refers
to aesthetically appealing designs
that conceal the ends of deck
boards for a clean finish. Some de-
signs feature contrasting material
colors on the ends for even more
impact.This helps create refined
perimeters for a polished look.

• Roof-top decking: Urban areas also
can benefit from decking to create usable
outdoor spaces. In fact, many new condo-
minium and townhouse communities are
incorporating roof-top decks into their
designs, particularly in communities with
water views or other impressive vistas.
HGTV experts suggest roof-top decks
feature light-colored materials and fixtures
to help keep the area cool even in direct
sunlight.
• Distressed hardwood: Builder and

Developer, a management resource for
professional homebuilders, says that the
trend for using distressed hardwoods at
home has migrated outside. Some decking
manufacturers have recently introduced
low-maintenance composite deck boards
that mimic the look and feel of distressed,
rustic hardwood flooring.This weathered
appearance gives the look of age without
the upkeep of real aged wood.
• Wooden walkways:Decking can be

the more traditional design people envi-
sion with a patio table or outdoor furni-
ture. But it also can consist of wooden

walkways or a low-laying patio to
accentuate the yard.
• Mixed materials:Homeowners

may be inspired by commercial eateries,
breweries and urban markets in their
exterior design choices. Decks featuring
composite materials and aluminum rail-
ings blend sophistication, urban appeal
and comfort.
• Personal touches:Homeowners

can customize their decks with personal
touches. It’s not unheard of to wrap
columns in stone or glass tiles for more
impact. And a vast array of decking
colors now enables fun interpretations
for outdoor areas.
• Fire pit conversation area:Many

decks can incorporate water or fire ele-
ments for visual appeal. Gas-fueled fire
elements can expand the functionality
of decks beyond the warm seasons, or
make enjoying them practical on nights
when the temperature plummets.
Decks are reimagined in many dif-

ferent ways with continually evolving
trends.

Emerging
deck trends
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