
IN THIS ISSUE:

  Volume 22  March 2019  www.gtrnews.com

  Oklahoma’s Largest Monthly News Group – Serving the Heart of Metropolitan Tulsa and Beyond

Organization’s Name Says It All

Special to the 
Broken Arrow Express

It likely ranks as one of Broken 
Arrow’s most “invisible” commu-
nity service organizations – invisi-
ble, that is, until the city or school 
district comes up with a bond issue 
proposal and needs a helping hand 
in getting voters to approve it.

That’s when the Build A Better 
Broken Arrow Committee, an or-
ganization created in 1991 by local 
attorney and civic leader Russell 
Peterson, comes alive. Its mission 
is both simple and straight-for-
ward: “support efforts to bring the 
best infrastructure, services, and 
amenities to our city and make it 
thrive.”

This year, the not-for-profit orga-
nization is being led by Peterson 
as president, Air Assurance Vice 
President/Owner David Rampey 
as vice president, retired educator 
Hazel Koehler as treasurer and 

newspaper editor Bob Lewis as 
secretary.

Peterson notes that by law, city 
and school officials cannot ask 
citizens to vote yes on any bond 
package. All they can do is present 
information to help voters make 
an informed decision.

“That’s where we come in,” he 
said.  “As concerned citizens we 
have every right to endorse these 
measures and urge our friends 
and neighbors to do the same. 
That’s exactly what we are here 
to do.”

None of that means the organi-
zation is a rubber stamp. In fact, 
it feels one of its most important 
responsibilities involves analyzing 
all aspects of proposed bond pack-
ages and suggesting modifications 
if it thinks they are necessary.

It is a formula that has proven to 
be highly effective.

Its most recent success involved 
helping shape and promote the 

largest general obligation bond is-
sue in the city’s history -- a $210 
million package designed to help 
fuel community growth for the 
next 10-plus years.

Since 1991, Broken Arrow has 
grown from a community with 
60,539 residents into the state’s 
fourth largest city with a popula-

tion in excess of 108,300 people. 
It is the millions of dollars made 
available by passage of period-
ic bond issues that have allowed 
education and city leaders to stay 
ahead of the physical needs of this 
rapid expansion.

“Our goal is to help keep this 
momentum going,” Peterson said..

Build A Better Broken Arrow
Committee Helping City Stay
Ahead of Rapid Growth Needs

Photo courtesy of Rachel Shirley

BABBA LEADERS:  Reelected as officers of the Build A Better Broken 
Arrow Committee are (seated) Russell Peterson, president and Hazel 
Koehler, treasurer along with (standing) David Rampey, vice president 
and Bob Lewis, secretary.

The Broken Arrow Chamber 
recently hosted the Annual Gala 
at Stoney Creek Hotel and Con-
ference Center. This black-tie 
event is an elegant evening where 
achievements in business and 
community leadership in Broken 
Arrow are recognized and cele-
brated.

There were 18 awards given to a 
range of businesses and business 
leaders. Judges for the awards 
consisted of chamber profes-
sionals from all over the United 
States. Below are the awards that 
were given out on Saturday and 
the recipients:
• Business of the Year (15 or 

less employees): After FX Spa 
and Salon

• Business of the Year (16-50 

employees): 
Rise Arma-
ment

• Business of 
the Year Sole 
Proprietor: 
Evolve 
Esthetics

• Business Person of the Year: 
Hailey Miller, Evolve Esthet-
ics

• Community Advocate of the 
Year: Lisa Ford, Broken Arrow 
PD

• Manufacturer of the Year: Rise 
Armament

• Non-Profit of the Year: Broken 
Arrow Neighbors

• Women/Minority Owned   

 Business of the 
Year: Legacy 
Counseling Ser-
vice
• Restaurant of 

the Year: In 
the Raw Bro-
ken Arrow

• Retailer of 
the Year: After 

FX Spa and Salon
• Chairman’s Award: Alvin Bai-

ley, Blue Bell Creameries
• Volunteer of the Year: Jamie 

Wheeler, AVB Bank
• Citizen of the Year: Janet Dun-

lop, Superintendent of BAPS
• Committee Chair of the Year: 

Alison Verret, McAfee & Taft

• Total Resource Campaign Top 
Producer: Mike Scrimsher, 
Royal Printing

• Police Officer of the Year: 
Rihanna Russell

• Firefighter of the Year: Jill 
Boeckman

• 2017 & 2018 Economic De-
velopment Corporation Board 
Award for Outgoing Chair: 
Ted Cundiff, AVB Bank

“On behalf of the Chamber 
Board and the Chamber staff, we 
want to congratulate all of our re-
cipients. They are all wonderful, 
the work that they do in our com-
munity is inspiring and it is what 
keeps our community thriving,” 
stated Mike Cooper, 2019 Cham-
ber board chair.

B.A. Chamber Hosts Gala Awards Recipients

VARIETY

PERSONALITIES

SPORTS

ON ARCHITECTURE
KUDOS of the MONTH: American Legion Post 1

Tulsa’s American Legion Post 1, located at 
1120 E. 8th St., is celebrating its 100th anni-
versary this year.

Known as the Carson-Wilson-Rigney-For-
rester-Shoemaker American Legion Post 1, 
the post is named after local military heroes 
Joseph C. Carson, Sergeant, Company D, 
358th Infantry Regiment, 90th Infantry Divi-
sion, United States Army; Alex E. Wilson, Jr., 
Private First Class, Company I, 28th Infan-
try Regiment, 8th Infantry Division, United 
States Army; Keith Belvin Rigney Sergeant, 
E5, United States Army; Jordan Duayne For-
rester, Specialist 4, Company C, 2nd Bat-
talion, 7th Cavalry Regiment, 1st Cavalry 
Division (Air Mobile), United States Army; 
and Jared Shoemaker Corporal, 1st Battal-
ion, 25th Marine Regiment, 4th Marine Divi-

sion, 1st Marine Expeditionary Force, United 
States Marine Corps.  

The Tulsa American Legion post began in 
1919, the same year the American Legion was 
founded as a patriotic veterans organization de-
voted to mutual helpfulness.  It is the nation’s 
largest full-time veterans service organization, 
committed to mentoring youth and sponsor-
ship of wholesome programs, advocating pa-
triotism and honor, promoting strong national 

security and continued devotion to the nation’s 
service members and veterans.

The Tulsa Post 1 is planning a 100th year 
weekend celebration, gala and prayer breakfast 
the weekend of June 22.  

For more information, call 918-830-4879 
or visit tulsapost1.org. The Tulsa Post 1 com-
mander is Bryan Davis.
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By MCI WOODY PASCHALL
LCS Squadron 1, U.S. Navy

The littoral combat ship USS 
Tulsa (LCS 16) was commissioned 
as the Navy’s newest surface com-
batant in a ceremony in San Fran-
cisco Feb. 16.

The Independence-variant LCS 
is the Navy’s second ship to be 
named for the city of Tulsa, Okla-
homa.

“She truly is an amazing ship 
and an amazing addition to the 
fleet, but as impressive as she is, 
she would be nothing without the 
sailors you see lining her deck 
this morning,” said Cmdr. Drew 
Borovies, Tulsa’s commanding of-
ficer. “And as much as they have 
already accomplished, they know 
their true greatness lies ahead as 
Tulsa enters the fleet and stands 
ready to answer her nation’s call. 
They are the finest sailors our 
Navy has to offer. They are tough, 
able and ready to take our nation’s 
newest warship to sea.”

Indeed, in little more than three 
years, the ship has progressed 
from its keel laying in Mobile, 
Alabama, to its commissioning. 
Kathy Taylor, the ship’s sponsor 
and former Tulsa mayor, was pres-
ent for both events and many in 
between.

“I have gotten to know the crew 
of this exceptional USS Tulsa, 
and I know they will fight when 
they must,” said Taylor. “I know 
they will protect this country at all 
costs, because they know every-
thing they fight for and they pro-
tect keeps the promises made to all 
Americans.”

Current Tulsa mayor G.T. Bynum 
emphasized the bond between the 
people of Tulsa and the Sailors 
who serve aboard the Navy’s new-
est ship.

“Wherever you are in the world, 
whatever day it might be or what-
ever hour in that day, we hope you 
know that there are hundreds of 
thousands of your fellow Tulsans 
who are thinking of you, and who 
are honored to be associated with 
you and are so proud of you,” said 
Bynum.

The crew visited the city little 
more than a year ago to learn more 
about it and its people. Oklahoma 
Sen. James Lankford recounted 
some of the characteristics of the 
city and its people beginning at the 
city’s founding as the destination 
of a forced migration of Native 
American people, through boom-
ing growth and cultural turmoil 
and into a city renowned for its 
diversity and beauty.

“When you arrive at any port 
of our nation or any port around 
the globe, you will bear all of our 
names and all of our history,” said 
Lankford. “You are capable of op-
erating in all environments. Your 
mission is to protect our seas and 
deter aggression, but when de-
terrence fails, we also know you 
are fully capable of restoring the 
peace. Your actions, your words, 
your faith, your discipline and 
your power will reveal to a curious 
world just who we are as Ameri-
cans. You are our ambassadors for 
freedom and you bear the name 
Tulsa and the United States of 
America.”

Tulsa will join the fleet at a time 
of expansion of capability as well 
as increased demand on the Navy 
forces.

Secretary of the Navy James 
Guertz noted Tulsa is the fifth ship 
the Navy has commissioned in the 
past 50 days and one of 13 ships 
slated to be commissioned this 
year, up from eight a year ago, as 
part of broader efforts to ensure 
the nation’s maritime freedom.

“Having the right mix of ships 
with the right number of ships, 
to include Tulsa, makes us ready 
to execute prompt and sustained 
combat operations at sea to fight 
and win against any adversary,” 
said Adm. John C. Aquilino, the 
commander of the U.S. Pacific 
Fleet. “Let there be no doubt, that 
is what Tulsa is ready to do.”

After the ceremony, the ship will 
transit to San Diego to join Com-
mander, Littoral Combat Ship 
Squadron One (COMLCSRON 
ONE) and eight other littoral com-
bat ships currently homeported at 
Naval Base San Diego.

Tulsa is the 15th littoral combat 

ship and the eighth of the Indepen-
dence variant.

Littoral combat ships are high 
speed, agile, shallow draft, mis-
sion-focused surface combatants 
designed for operations in the lit-
toral environment, yet fully capa-
ble of open ocean operations. As 
part of the surface fleet, LCSs have 
the ability to counter and outpace 
evolving threats independently or 
within a network of surface com-
batants. Paired with advanced so-
nar and mine hunting capabilities, 
LCSs provide a major contribu-
tion, as well as a more diverse set 
of options to commanders, across 
the spectrum of operations.
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Tulsans Stand Proud After
Commissioning of USS Tulsa

U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Jacob I. Allison

NAVAL SALUTE: Distinguished visitors stand and salute for the pa-
rading of the colors during the commissioning ceremony of littoral com-
bat ship USS Tulsa (LCS 16). LCS 16 is the 15th littoral combat ship to 
enter the fleet and the eighth of the Independence variant. It is the second 
Navy combat ship named after Tulsa. U.S Sen. James Lankford, standing 
at front, delivered the commissioning ceremony’s address, and former 
Tulsa Mayor Kathy Taylor, third from right, served as the USS Tulsa ship 
sponsor.  At right is Tulsa Mayor G.T. Bynum

USS TULSA
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While the issue of jail and pris-
on overcrowding has become a 
major topic of in-
terest lately with 
policy makers at 
both the state and 
local levels, Tulsa 
County has been a 
leader in address-
ing this issue for 
over 50 years.  
The vast majority 
of defendants in 
the jail are waiting 
for their case to be 
processed through 
the courts.  This 
is referred to as 
“pretrial incarcer-
ation.” 

Even though 
most of these de-
fendants have a 
bond set which 
would allow for 
their release, a 
lot of them don’t 
have, or cannot 
get the money to 
pay the bond.  As 
a result, they often lose their jobs, 
are separated from their children, 
become delinquent on financial 
obligations, while costing the tax-
payers thousands of dollars to pay 
for their incarceration.  

This is where the pretrial services 
offered by Tulsa County can help 
those defendants, waiting for their 

day in court, to avoid the harsh cir-
cumstances outlined above.  Pre-

trial services have 
been provided 
in Tulsa County 
since 1963, when 
the local bar asso-
ciation instituted 
the Tulsa County 
Pretrial Release 
Program which 
was then referred 
to as “New Day.” 

In 1983, the 
Tulsa County 
Commissioners 
created a more 
formal pretrial re-
lease program to 
ease serious over-
crowding at the 
county jail.  Just 
two years later, 
based on its suc-
cess, the division, 
became close to 
a 24-hour opera-
tion.  In 2001 the 
division changed 
its name to Tulsa 

County Division of Court Servic-
es. 

Today, Court Services operates 
a comprehensive pretrial/commu-
nity supervision program offering 
services such as electronic loca-
tion and alcohol monitoring, jail 
diversion for those with mental 
health issues, community service 

programs, risk and needs assess-
ments, urinalysis testing and in-
vestigations for the courts.  Court 
Services also utilizes resources in 
the community for defendants to 
get assistance with mental health 
and/or substance abuse needs and 
employment opportunities.   

The Court Services division 
helps between 400 and 500 indi-
viduals each year through pretrial 
release, court-ordered supervision 
and community service work pro-
grams, providing support to the 
Drug/DUI Court, Mental Health 
Court, Veterans Court, Commu-
nity Sentencing, Women’s Justice 
Team, 1st Step Male Diversion 
Program and Women in Recov-
ery.  

Recently, Tulsa County, along 
with private sector partners, 
commissioned a comprehensive 
analysis by the Vera Institute, to 
examine the incarceration pro-
cedures at the county jail.  After 
the study was completed, one of 
Vera’s key recommendations to 
reduce unnecessary pretrial incar-
ceration was to develop a pretrial 
release process that is individual-
ized and not based solely on one’s 
ability to pay the bail fee.  Vera 
recommended, and Court Ser-
vices embraces, a shift to a risk-
based system. 

Using highly advanced and prov-
en methods, Court Services is now 
equipped with a very effective risk 

assessment instrument that en-
hances the pretrial evaluation pro-
cess.  This pretrial evaluation as-
sesses the defendant’s current life 
situation, available personal and 
financial resources, support sys-
tems, transportation, medical and 
mental health needs, substance 
abuse needs and past criminal his-
tory. 

Court Services is more than a 
pretrial release service. Once the 
defendant is determined not to be 

a risk to public safety and deemed 
likely to appear in court as re-
quired, they monitor the defendant 
based on their risk and supervision 
level to assure that the defendants 
follow their court ordered pretri-
al release plan.  This may mean 
staying drug and alcohol free, 
remaining employed or gaining 
employment, keeping required ap-
pointments, and abiding by other 
terms and conditions of their court 
ordered pretrial release. 

At the beginning of the year, 
we announced the findings of a 
partnership be-
tween the city of 
Tulsa and Gallup. 
The purpose of 
this partnership 
is for us to have 
a thorough un-
derstanding of 
the lives Tulsans 
lead – where we 
are thriving and 
struggling, what 
our hopes and 
concerns might 
be. We call it the 
G a l l u p - T u l s a 
CitiVoice Index, 
and it is the most 
thorough analysis 
of its kind in the 
United States.  

When asked 
what the top area 
for improvement 
in Tulsa should be, 
ahead of perennial 
candidates like 
public safety or even education, 
Tulsans said our roads rank as 
their top priority for improvement.

Over the last decade, the City of 
Tulsa has been in the midst of an 

unprecedented 
road construction 
program. Anyone 
who has driven 
around town can 
testify to this. In 
2008, voters ap-
proved the Fix Our 
Streets program 
which did more 
work on streets 
in five years than 
had been done in 
the previous quar-
ter century com-
bined.

In 2013 we 
called our capital 
improvemen t s 
program,  Im-
prove Our Tulsa, 
and Tulsa voters 
approved $918.7 
million for pro-
jects through 
a combination 
of sales tax and 

property tax. Funds from that 
package became available in 
2014, and we have been working 

diligently to complete those pro-
jects.

Here are some of our Improve 
Our Tulsa successes:

We have completed 22 neighbor-
hood street rehabilitation projects 
and 11 arterial street rehabilitation 
projects, with 13 projects current-
ly under construction. The rest of 
the projects are in various stages 
of design. 

The largest Improve Our Tulsa 
street project that we have complet-
ed so far is Riverside Drive between 
24th Street and 33rd Place, which 
opened to traffic immediately fol-
lowing the opening weekend at 
Gathering Place in September 2018. 
We also have completed nearby re-
habilitation projects on East 31st 
Street between Riverside Drive and 
Peoria Avenue, and on Riverside 
between Joe Creek and 81st Street. 

Other completed projects in-
clude North Mingo Road, East 
36th Street to East 46th Street; 
the North Mingo Road and East 
46th Street intersection; East 51st 
Street, South Sheridan Road to 
South Memorial Drive; the East 
61st Street and South Sheridan 
Road intersection, and South Sher-

idan Road, East 81st Street to East 
91st Street. 

Some non-street projects com-
pleted include the new Lost King-
dom exhibit at Tulsa Zoo, new 
playgrounds at Lacy Park and 
Hunter Park and the new McClure 
Park pool.

In 2019, we will have an oppor-
tunity in November to vote on Im-

prove Our Tulsa II, $597 million 
of capital improvements to be 
funded again through an extension 
of our existing sales and property 
taxes.  But before that, the City 
Council and I will have town hall 
meetings in April and May to hear 
from you about what projects you 
think should be included. I hope to 
see you there.
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From Tulsa’s 
Mayor

By G.T. BYNUM
Mayor of Tulsa

From Tulsa 
County

By COMMISSIONER
RON PETERS

Colon cancer is a highly treatable and preventable 
form of cancer. Unfortunately, when not caught 
early, it is also very deadly. 

Get screened by the group that provides outstanding outcomes, coverage at six 
exceptional area hospitals, board-certified gastroenterologists and the only 
female gastroenterology physician in the Tulsa metro.

• No referral necessary
• No office visit required
• Most insurance plans cover this screening with $0 out of pocket

COLON CANCER SCREENING CENTER: 918-579-4044  •  UTICAPARKCLINIC.COM

Improve Our Tulsa: Making a Difference

Photo courtesy of City of Tulsa.

EFFICIENT ROADWAY:  Cars pass under the Riverside Drive tun-
nels and Gathering Place land bridge on Sept. 10, 2018, when Riverside 
Drive reopened to traffic after a reconstruction project. 

Court Services Helps in Pretrial Release Cases

Courtesy photo

RIDING TO END POLIO:  Tulsa Rotarian Bob McKenzie, right, 
rides his bicycle annually as part of a fundraiser to help eliminate 
polio. Above, he is with three Rotarians from around the nation 
who last year rode from Oceanside, California to Annapolis, Mary-
land to help raise funds to combat the disease.  For more informa-
tion, visit Rotary.org/polio  
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GREATER TULSA PERSONALITIES

bringing balance and beauty to life

918.587.2566 • ihloffspa.com
Utica Square  •  83rd & Memorial  •  Hyatt Regency Downtown

EXPERIENCE OKLAHOMA’S MOST AWARD  
WINNING SALON & SPA

Broken Arrow’s Mike Cooper Continues a 
Family Tradition that Began in the 1700s

By BOB LEWIS
Contributing Editor

Editor’s Note: Greater Tulsa 
Personalities is a monthly feature 
in GTR Newspapers that focuses 
on interesting people making im-
portant contributions in the Great-
er Tulsa region.

 
Anybody seeking to write a com-
prehensive biography of Broken 
Arrow resident Michael G. “Mike” 
Cooper better make sure they have 
plenty of time and a good supply 
of paper. He is an exceptionally 
busy man devoted to extending a 
family tradition of business lead-
ership and community service that 
dates back to the 1700’s.

In researching his family tree, 
Cooper found one of his relatives 
fought in the Revolutionary War 
and was later credited with found-
ing the city of Holden, Maine. 
Others served as decorated sol-
diers, aldermen, state senators 
and educators. The first members 

of the clan to move to Oklahoma 
settled in Wagoner where they be-
came the city’s first blacksmiths, 
established a hatchery and were 
community leaders. A great uncle 
was mayor of Bixby.

 “I guess public service is just 
something in our genes,” he said.

Currently Board Chairman of 
the Broken Arrow Chamber of 
Commerce and a director of the 
Broken Arrow Economic Devel-
opment Corp., Cooper’s resume 
includes a dazzling array of con-
tributions at local, state and na-
tional levels.

After serving as chairman of the 
Enid, Oklahoma Chamber of Com-
merce, he burst upon the public 
scene in 1995 when he was elected 
mayor of that city. One of the big-
gest challenges he faced during his 
four-year term came when Vance 
Air Force Base, the community’s 
largest employer, landed on a fed-
eral list of military facilities to be 
closed.

To help keep that from happen-

ing, Cooper was instrumental in 
creating the Vance Development 
Authority and served as its chair-
man for five years. Not only did 
his actions save the base, they 
helped create a national model that 
continues to guide local, state and 
federal lawmakers in finding ways 
to help military facilities fulfill 
their missions.

Furthering his military and com-
munity contributions, from 2001 
to 2003 he served as chairman of 
the U.S. Air Force Association’s 
Texas/Oklahoma Region.

“One of the really great things 
about running for mayor was the 
fact my children had the opportu-
nity to get involved in our cam-
paigns. They saw first-hand how 
government works and the impor-

tance of giving something back to 
the community,” he said.

In addition to leadership of the 
B.A. Chamber and EDC, Cooper’s 
resume includes chairmanship of 
the Oklahoma Strategic Military 
Planning Commission, presidency 
of the National Association of De-
fense Communities and director 
positions with the Tulsa Region 
Chamber of Commerce, Oklaho-
ma Academy, Tulsa Community 
College Foundation, Northwest 
Oklahoma State University Foun-
dation and Tulsa Better Business 
Bureau.

Additionally, he served as U.S. 
Air Force Honorary Commander 
from 2003-18, was a member of 
Leadership Oklahoma Class of 
2004 and was honored as a Distin-
guished Graduate by Tulsa Com-
munity College. During his time 
in Enid, he was named one of the 
state’s five outstanding mayors by 
the Oklahoma Municipal League. 
In 2005 he was recognized for 
“unique and lasting contributions 
to the community” by being part 
of the Enid Walk of Fame.

Growing up in Skiatook, Cooper 
said he gave almost no thought to 
what the future held in store for 
him. “Give me a ball and mitt or a 
football and I was a happy guy,” he 
recalled. All that changed during a 
career days assembly at his high 
school.

“One of the presenters was a re-
pairman for Southwestern Bell,” 
he said. “The guy had a tool belt 
around his waist and talked about 
his job and the career opportuni-

ties offered by the telephone com-
pany. I thought to myself ‘I can do 
that’ so I went to work for Ma Bell 
as a lineman.”

Following a government ordered 
breakup of Bell, Cooper found 
himself on the payroll at AT&T. 
“My field experience really helped 
when I entered the management 
ranks because I knew how to do 
many of the jobs I was oversee-
ing,” he said.

After a 45-year career with 
AT&T, Cooper “retired.” That 
word is in quotes, since he con-
tinues to serve the company by 
spearheading its community and 
government relations activities. 
Only now he does it through Coo-
per Public Strategies, a Broken 
Arrow-based consulting firm he 
founded in 2006.

To say that Cooper is bullish on 
Green Country and its prospects 
for the future would rank as an un-
derstatement.

Pointing to the redevelopment 
of downtown Tulsa, the explo-
sive growth of Broken Arrow’s 
Rose District, the strength of the 
city’s manufacturing companies 
and advances being made in the 
education establishment, Cooper 
believes Eastern Oklahoma is one 
of the most dynamic locations in 
the region.

“We have a strong corps of ener-
getic young leaders eager to make 
their mark,” he said. “I truly be-
lieve we are on the leading edge 
of great things happening. I’m just 
proud to say I have been part of it 
all.”

Community Service Includes
Mayorship of Enid, Oklahoma,

B.A. Chamber Board Chair

Former AT&T Executive
Forms Consulting Firm

MIKE COOPER
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Winter is wearing thin, and I 
couldn’t be happier. This is the time 
of year when we dream of spring, 
and when indoor entertainment is 
a great diversion. Here are some 
suggestions for those cold-weather 
blues. 

The River Spirit Casino Resort 
hasn’t opened its 
Margaritaville pool 
yet, but there is a 
selection of hot 
entertainment in 
the casino’s Para-
dise Cove. Com-
ic Wayne Brady 
appears, Mar. 23. 
Maybe you know 
Brady from his 
guest TV appear-
ances on several 
shows, including 
“How I Met Your 
Mother,” “The Bold 
and the Beautiful” 
and improv come-
dy’s “Whose Line 
Is It Anyway?” 
Possibly you will 
recognize him from 
TV’s “Let’s Make a 
Deal,” for which he 
just won a Daytime 
Emmy Award as the show’s host.

Also coming to Paradise Cove are 
Paquita la del Barrio and Angela 
Aguilar. Barrio is a campy Gram-
my-nominated singer, songwriter 
and actress whose onstage persona 
has made her a favorite of women. 
She is prone to joke about what she 
finds to be sexist behavior, and she 
incorporates teasing male audience 
members into her act. Appearing 
with her is 16-year-old vocalist An-
gela Aguilar. Raised in a family of 
singers, Aguilar has been around 
showbiz for most of her life. She 
was nominated for an American 
Grammy and two Latin Grammys, 
including ‘Best New Artist.” Agui-
lar and Barrio perform at the River 

Spirit on March 29. 
The Brady Theatre hosts The John 

Mellencamp Show, Mar. 16 and 
the BOK Center welcomes Travis 
Scott, Mar. 26. Scott had to cancel 
an earlier gig at the BOK because of 
technical difficulties. At the BOK 
Center the following night, Mar. 

27, Weezer and 
The Pixies team 
up for an evening 
of music.

At Hard Rock’s 
The Joint, catch 
the American 
rock band 3 
Doors Down, 
Mar. 28; The 
Beach Boys – 
Now and Then, 
Apr. 5; Gladys 
Knight, Apr. 11; 
and Diana Ross 
on Apr. 13. 

The two re-
maining original 
Beach Boys are 
Mike Love and 
Brian Wilson. 
They tour sepa-
rately and some-
times together. 
This appearance 

of The Beach Boys will feature 
Love and a solid group of musi-
cians performing Beach Boys hits.

Gladys Knight, “The Empress of 
Soul,” is known for her “Midnight 
Train to Georgia” and “That’s What 
Friends Are For.” If you have been 
watching TV’s “The Masked Sing-
er,” you will know that recently she 
was unmasked as the show’s bee.

The supremely elegant Diana 
Ross was honored at this year’s 
Grammys for an outstanding career 
that includes 14 Top Ten albums 
and 18 No. 1 singles. She was nom-
inated for an Oscar and won the 
Golden Globe award for her turn as 
Billie Holliday in “Lady Sings the 
Blues.”

Coming up at the Tulsa PAC is 
C.S. Lewis’ “The Screwtape Let-
ters,” Mar. 18-31, staged by Fel-
lowship for Performing Arts. FPA 
is a New York City-based theatre 
company that produces work from 
a Christian world view. In this play, 
Screwtape shares his schemes for 
delivering the soul of an unsuspect-
ing human to his master, Satan.

Tulsa Ballet stages a new work, 
“Tchaikovsky: The Man Behind 
the Music,” Mar. 29-31, choreo-
graphed by Tulsa Ballet resident 
choreographer Ma Cong. People 
know Tchaikovsky from his large 
body of work, especially his bal-
lets, “Romeo and Juliet,” “Sleep-
ing Beauty” and “The Nutcracker.” 
What people don’t know is the 
anguish he suffered from trying to 
surmount a secret life that could 
result in imprisonment and an end 
to his career. This piece includes 
music from Tchaikovsky and other 
composers, including Oliver Peter 
Graber.

Theatre Tulsa, which has a musi-
cal theatre Midas touch, returns to 
the PAC stage with “The Wedding 
Singer,” April 5-14. Based on the 
1998 film of the same name, the 
story follows a wannabe star who 
is not quite ready for the bigtime. 
He gets jilted at the altar but finds 
love elsewhere in this comedy, with 
music by Matthew Sklar, lyrics by 
Chad Beguelin and book by Tim 
Herlihy and Beguelin.

Two fascinating speakers come to 
Tulsa in early April. Former Tulsan 
Frank Abagnale became known 
through the “Catch Me If You Can” 
movie (starring Leo DiCaprio as 
Frank) and musical, based on the 
book Abagnale co-wrote that de-
tails Abagnale’s life as a con art-
ist, impersonator and forger. After 
doing time for his misdeeds as a 
young man, Abagnale became a 
renowned cybersecurity and fraud 
prevention expert. The OSU-Tulsa 
Business Forums hosts him on Apr. 
10. Welcome home, Frank!

Tulsa Town Hall closes its season, 
Apr. 12, with a modern-day Indiana 
Jones, space archaeologist Sarah 
Parcak. Winner of the $1 million 
TED prize, Parcak proposed in her 

talk a plan for citizen-scientists to 
identify potential archaeological 
sites from space using infrared sat-
ellite imagery. She’s done work in 
Egypt, Rome, Peru and elsewhere. 
The title of her lecture is “Indiana 
Jones in Space.”

Let the sunshine in and enjoy fun-
ny, inspirational and heartwarming 
entertainment in the weeks ahead.
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Show Buzz

By NANCY HERMANN

VARIETY

Entertainment For Cold-Weather Blues

THE WEDDING SINGER: Theatre Tulsa presents this light-hearted 
comedy/musical Apr. 5-14 at the Tulsa PAC.

NOW AND THEN: Led by Mike Love, “The Beach Boys–Now and 
Then” revisits the band’s big hits, Apr. 5 at the Hard Rock.

DIANA ROSS: The Motown diva 
comes to Hard Rock’s The Joint, 
Apr. 13.

GLADYS KNIGHT: “The Em-
press of Soul’’ brings swank and 
style to the Hard Rock, Apr. 11.

TULSA TOWN HALL: Space 
archaeologist Sarah Parcak closes 
Town Hall’s season with, “Indiana 
Jones in Space,” Apr. 12
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AW18-1018

We Cover What MEDICARE 
Does Not

At last! Affordable coverage1 for  
the important health services2  
that Medicare does not cover.

Call for free information: 

877-819-1214 
Online >> www.WeCoverDV.com/tulsa

1. Policy provisions and benefits may vary from state to state. Some benefits may not 
be available in all states. 2. Dental and Vision plans may be purchased individually.

Tulsa Ballet Tells Story of Tchaikovsky

By NANCY HERMANN
Variety Editor

 
Emanating from the romantic 

era of music, the work of compos-
er Peter Tchaikovsky is high the-
atre. Audiences know his sensi-
tive “Sleeping Beauty Waltz,” the 
swelling love theme from “Ro-
meo and Juliet,” and “The Nut-
cracker’s” luscious “Waltz of the 
Flowers.” Along with his famous 
ballets, Tchaikovsky created the 
impassioned “1812 Overture” 
and the tender Violin Concerto in 
D Major. In total, his oeuvre en-
compasses 169 works, including 
concertos, cantatas, ballet, sym-
phonies, opera and songs. 

Who is the man behind this mu-
sic? 

Having danced and overseen 
productions of Tchaikovsky’s 
ballets over many years, Tulsa 
Ballet Artistic Director Marcello 
Angelini knew the composer’s 
heart. Love and pathos abound 
in Tchaikovsky’s music, but how 
and why did those feelings origi-
nate? Angelini was keen to have 
others know and empathize.

“I always felt his story had to be 
told because it shapes, molds and 
encompasses the diversity of his 
music,” suggests Angelini. “Once 
you know the man behind the 
music, you can actually hear his 
words through his melodies ― 
whether those are words of pas-
sion or an expression of struggle, 
or a sign that he is giving up on 
life and society.”

Angelini first had an idea for a 
ballet based on Tchaikovsky’s 
life in 1999. For several reasons, 
he thought Tulsa Ballet was not 
ready to tackle the subject mat-
ter. He revisited the idea ten years 
later, but still hesitated. Then, 
two years ago he felt it was time 
to move forward, “to create a 
non-judgmental work. One meant 
to open a conversation for whom-
ever chooses to come see it,” he 
says.

Tulsa Ballet’s resident cho-
reographer and former dancer 
Ma Cong was chosen to create 

movement that could best con-
vey the story. Oliver Peter Gra-
ber, who had composed music for 
Tulsa Ballet’s “Dorothy and the 
Prince,” was asked to construct a 
score around the piece. He pulled 
from Tchaikovsky’s music and 
added compositions from Alexan-
der Glazunov, Mikhail Glinka and 
Fritz Kreisler, along with original 
music of his own.

The team of Angelini, Cong, 
Graber and Russian historian 
Daniela Kolic met last summer 
to assemble the various pieces 
into a whole. After reviewing 
the most important influences in 
Tchaikovsky’s life, they decid-
ed to center the ballet on three 
of Tchaikovsky’s relationships. 
One was with the Belgian opera 
star Desiree Artot, with whom 
Tchaikovsky was smitten. The 
woman he did marry for a short 
time was one of his former stu-
dents, Antonina Miliukova. She 
had pursued the composer through 
passionate letters. 

A relationship that was most 
troublesome for Tchaikovsky at 
the time, and illegal, was his liai-
son with the violinist Iosef Kotef. 
It is said that the composer wrote 
his Violin Concerto with Kotef’s 
help, or used him as an inspira-
tion, or both. “They were very 
private, but very loving,” says 
Cong of the relationship. 

“This ballet is trying to tell peo-
ple not all, but something about 
Tchaikovsky’s struggle ― what 
was troubling him at the time he 
composed his music,” explains 
Cong. “Those relationships some-
what changed his life and pushed 
him further artistically. They 

inspired him to create the most 
beautiful music.”

Tchaikovsky was the toast of 
Russia for a time and revered 
around the world. He famously 
came to the United States in 1891 
to conduct his music at the grand 
opening of what would become 
Carnegie Hall. In 1893, at age 53, 
three days after premiering his 
Sixth Symphony, “Pathetique,” 
in St. Petersburg, he became ill 
and died. The circumstances sur-
rounding his death are suspect. 
Some speculate suicide, but the 
mystery persists.

 “I am so happy with the team 
we assembled, one that I am con-
fident can make this ballet a suc-
cess,” adds Angelini. “It has been 
great working with and leading 
this creative team to arrive at the 
story we wanted to tell. What is 
this story? One of judgmental 
societies. With their taboos and 

fears of what is different, they de-
stroy the lives of others who are 
loving human beings just like the 
rest of us.”

Tulsa Ballet presents “Tchaikovsky: 
The Man Behind the Music,” Mar. 
29-31 at the Tulsa Performing Arts 
Center.

‘The Man Behind the Music’  
Runs Mar. 29-31 at the Tulsa 

Performing Arts Center

Courtesy photo

THE MAN BEHIND THE MUSIC:  Told through this original, new ballet, the story of  Russian composer 
Peter Tchaikovsky centers around the relationships that inspired him.
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By MARGARET BUTLER
Contributing Writer

Consumers often see ads promot-
ing pharmaceuticals and the list of 
side effects can be anywhere from 
minor to life threatening. The me-
dia reports how the opioid crisis is 
being addressed, and how new state 
laws are placing safeguards to help 
curb the potential for opioid abuse. 
To avoid these possible dangers, 
more and more people are looking 
for natural ways to feel healthier. 

Our bodies have the extraordinary 
ability to heal themselves. Through 
the natural healing arts that have 
been practiced for thousands of 
years, people are discovering this 
natural alternative to modern med-

icines and medical procedures that 
is virtually free of side effects and 
is a relatively inexpensive form of 
treatment.

Acupuncture/Oriental medicine 
(AOM) is an ancient and empirical 
system of medicine based on the 
concept of qi (pronounced “chee”), 
which is usually translated as ener-
gy. AOM treatments identify a pat-
tern of energetic imbalance within a 
patient and redress that disharmony 
through a variety of therapies that 
may include acupuncture needling, 
handwork, acupressure, exercises 
such as taiji and qi gong and Chi-
nese herbal preparations.

According to Michael Brestel, 
licensed practitioner and certified 
acupuncturist at Natural Health & 

Acupuncture, “Acupuncture can 
help in healing pain such as head-
aches, chronic pain, joint pain, and 
back pain, even emotional imbal-
ances and addiction. There are no 
narcotics involved and everything 
is completely natural.”

Herbs were commonly used be-
fore western pharmaceuticals were 
introduced. Treating and prevent-
ing medical conditions with herbs 
is naturally safe, as an overdose 
would cause irritation or nausea 
instead of a trip to the emergency 
room. Natural Health & Acupunc-
ture offers a variety of Chinese 
herbal medicine and herbology 
formulas for colds, flu, neuropa-
thy, arthritis, allergies, weight loss, 
smoking cessation and more.

Natural Health & Acupuncture 
offers extensive in-depth specific 
treatments plus community-style 
treatments for acupuncture-only 
treatment on limbs and the head. 
First timer community treatments 
are provided free of charge. Addi-

tional services include diagnosis, 
sound therapy, moxibustion and 
reflexology.

The success of acupuncture today 
is due to its efficacy, remarkable 
safety record, cost-effectiveness 
and growing public demand.

Natural Health & Acupuncture is 

located on the second floor of the 
Sharp Clinic Building just east of 
106th Street and Memorial Drive 
(7914 E. 106th St.) and is open 
Thursday through Sunday. Ap-
pointments may be scheduled by 
calling 918-321-0888 or online at 
naturalhealthandacupuncture.com.

The 32nd annual Tour de Tul-
sa presented by St. John Health 
System/Ascension is a channel to 
reach goals of fitness and health.  
Registration is now open for the 
event where than 800 cyclists from 
across the state and region will de-
scend upon Tulsa on Saturday, May 
4 to participate in this annual go-at-
your-pace biking event. 

Cyclists will begin their ride at 
OSU Center for Health Sciences, 
1111 West 17th Street, on the west 
bank of the Arkansas River at 8 a.m. 
Cyclists will complete their choice 
of an eight-mile family ride, 20-, 
50-, 61- and 100-mile routes. More 

than 70 volunteers will be working 
rest stops along the routes serving 
fruit, granola bars, water and Gato-
rade.  Tour de Tulsa is hosted an-
nually by the Tulsa Health Depart-
ment and the Tulsa Bicycle Club 
as a way to promote health in the 
community. Platinum sponsors for 
the event include Mark Welty-State 
Farm. Additional sponsorship op-
portunities are still available.

“By participating in the Tour de 
Tulsa you not only improve your 
fitness and bike through the beau-
tiful Oklahoma countryside, you 
help Pathways to Health generate 
revenues that support health and 

wellness activities in Tulsa County 
that positively impact many of our 
most vulnerable residents,” said 
Dr. Bruce Dart, executive director.

Proceeds from Tour de Tulsa 
benefit Pathways to Health (P2H), 
which unites more than 90 local 
agencies, organizations, corpo-
rations and health systems to im-
prove health outcomes in Tulsa 
County. Last year, this fundraiser 
ride raised over $23,000 that di-
rectly improved the health and 
wellbeing of Tulsa residents.

“One of the grants we gave last 
year was for Tulsa Public Schools 
to provide 1,000 3rd to 5th grade 
students transportation to a local 
farm for a hands-on lesson about 
how agriculture provides them 
with the food they eat,” said Leslie 
Carroll, P2H chairperson. “They 
sampled several vegetables, potted 
a vegetable plant of their choice, 
and even got to pet and feed the 
animals. Educating kids about 
healthy eating is a perfect exam-
ple of working upstream to impact 
health across the lifespan.”

Early bird registration is $40 for 
those 13 years of age or over and 
$15 for those 12 and under. The 
Family Fun Ride cost is $15 for 
participants of any age. Register 
online at www.tulsabicycleclub.
com/tdt. Register by April 17 for a 
free t-shirt.

“Like” Tour de Tulsa on Face-
book and follow on Instagram.

Cancer Treatment Centers of 
America (CTCA) Tulsa was hon-
ored to be one of 24 presenters at 
the 2nd annual Good News Sum-
mit last month; a day filled with 
five-minute presentations on the 
good work happening in Tulsa. 

Jessica Weeks, CTCA senior mar-
ket development specialist, pre-
sented on their internal volunteer 
program called Hope Works. Since 
the start of their community impact 
program in 2015, CTCA Tulsa and 
their employees have volunteered 
more than 10,000 hours for more 
than 40 local non-profits and com-
munity organizations. 

“Our involvement in the commu-
nity is encouraged and supported at 
CTCA,” said Weeks. “We make an 
effort to extend our volunteerism 
and compassion outside the hospi-
tal to help those in our community.”

The Good News Summit was 
initiated by Leadership Tulsa with 
the purpose to recognize the good 
work, positive outcomes and col-
laborations happening in Tulsa 
across sectors and to connect com-
munity organizations and leaders.
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HEALTH & WELLNESS

CALL THE HARTFORD TO 
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE 

AND SEE HOW MUCH 
YOU COULD SAVE:

1-866-235-6116
Not a member? If you’re 50 or over, request 
a FREE quote and more information today!

Experienced Drivers 50+: You could save hundreds* 
on Auto Insurance when you switch to the AARP® 
Auto Insurance Program from The Hartford.

• Rates that reward you for your safe driving

• Exclusive package of benefi ts

• 24/7 Claim Hotline and exceptional claims service

* Savings amounts are averages based on information from The Hartford’s AARP Auto Insurance Program customers who became new policyholders between 1/1/16 and 12/31/16 and 
provided data regarding their savings and prior carrier. Your savings may vary.
AARP and its af� liates are not insurers. Paid endorsement. The Hartford pays royalty fees to AARP for the use of its intellectual property. These fees are used for the general purposes of AARP. 
AARP membership is required for Program eligibility in most states. The AARP Automobile Insurance Program from The Hartford is underwritten by Hartford Fire Insurance Company and its 
af� liates, One Hartford Plaza, Hartford, CT 06155. Auto program is currently unavailable in Massachusetts, Canada and U.S. Territories or possessions. Speci� c features, credits and discounts 
may vary and may not be available in all states in accordance with state � lings and applicable law. Applicants are individually underwritten and some may not qualify.

$370*

AVERAGE 
SAVINGS 

WHEN YOU 
SWITCH

IF YOUR CURRENT 
INSURANCE IS: YOU COULD SAVE:

GEICO $380

ALLSTATE $477

STATE FARM $383

AUTO INSURANCE DESIGNED FOR 
AARP MEMBERS

NRO PD T 0118 5327 E

Ask an associate for details.

844-682-1151

Learn how to get a 
Galaxy S8 FREE! 

SMARTPHONE BOGO: Limited Time O�er. Select locations. Must buy each iPhone 8 64 GB ($699.99) on 0% APR AT&T Next (30 mos. at $23.34/mo.) or AT&T Next Every Year (24 mos. at $29.17/mo.) with eligible service. Tax on full retail price of both due at sale. After all credits, get iPhone 
8 64GB for free. Max credit may be applied towards other eligible iPhone 8/8 Plus models priced up to $950, which will be discounted but not free. iPhone X is not eligible. Req’d Wireless: Eligible postpaid wireless voice & data svc on both devices (min. $65/mo. for new svc with autopay 
and paperless bill discount. Pay $75/mo. until discount starts w/in 2 bills.  Existing customers can add to elig. current plans If you cancel wireless svc on one, will owe that device balance of up to $950. Activation Fee: up to $45/each. Return: Return w/in 14 days. Restocking fee up to $45 
each may apply. Add’l BOGO terms for customers w/consumer acct & Subscriber Paid User acct: Purchased device must be on Subscriber Paid User acct & free/discounted device must be on the consumer acct.  Billing addresses for Subscriber Paid User & consumer accts must match.  Req’s 
elig. postpaid wireless voice & data svc on both devices. Combined min. elig wireless svc is $73.50/mo. ($28.50/mo. on Subscriber Paid User acct + $45/mo. on consumer acct after autopay & paperless bill discount. Pay $83.50/mo. until discount starts on consumer acct w/in 2 bills.) Bill 
Credits: Applied in equal amounts to device over entire agmt term & will not exceed $700. Both wireless lines must be on same acct, be active & in good standing for 30 days to qualify. To get all credits, free wireless line must remain active, with eligible service, and on agmt for entire term. 
If you cancel service, upgrade or pay up/o� agmt early your credits may cease.  Limits: May not be combinable w/other o�ers, discounts or credits. Purchase, �nancing & other limits & restr’s apply. Participation in this o�er may make your wireless account ineligible for select other o�ers 
(including select bill credit o�ers) for a 12 month period.  See store or att.com/iphone8o�er for o�er details.
GEN. WIRELESS SVC: Subj. to Wireless Customer Agmt (att.com/wca). Credit approval required. Svcs not for resale. Deposit: May apply. Limits: Purch. & line limits apply. Prices may vary by location. Taxes, fees, monthly, other charges, usage, speed, coverage & other restr's apply per line. 
See att.com/additionalcharges for details on fees & charges. Promotions, terms & restr’s subject to change & may be modi�ed or terminated at any time without notice. AT&T service is subject to AT&T network management policies. See att.com/broadbandinfo for details.
IV Technologies Inc.

PREPARE to fight!
Your FIGHT begins with

Critical Illness and Health Insurance!
“I should know, I’m a survivor!

Let me HELP you with all your insurance needs.”

BRittAny gRAnt
Anchor FinAnciAlGroup 

insurAnce Broker

Cell . 918.693.1031
OffiCe . 918.591.2880

brittany@myanChOrgrOup.COm
www.myanChOrgrOup.COm

Tour De Tulsa Bike Registration Open

GTR Newspapers photo

VALENTINE’S DAY AT HILLCREST:  The NICU nurses at Hill-
crest Medical Center created special Valentine’s Day cards for 31 
happily surprised families. In the photo are Caitie-Beth and Jace 
Robertson who are celebrating the birth of their triplets.  In the crib 
is Oliver, the brother of Ava and Catherine.  Hillcrest nurses plan 
every holiday in advance, making special trips to the store, and using 
their own talents to photograph and create the cards.

Acupuncture Offers Natural Way to Feeling Healthy

GTR Newspapers photo

NATURAL TREATMENT: Michael Brestel, licensed practitioner and 
certified acupuncturist at Natural Health & Acupuncture, treats a patient 
without narcotics in the natural way of acupuncture.

Good Works at Cancer Treatment Center

Courtesy photo

JESSICA WEEKS
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EDUCATION

ORU Celebrates 10 Years of Quest Scholarships
Ten years of the Quest Whole 

Person Scholarship means near-
ly 6,000 Oral Roberts University 
students have benefited from this 
amazing program.

To celebrate a decade of helping 
students, ORU’s Alumni Associ-
ation hosted a scholarship dinner 
Feb. 18 in Lippencott Auditorium 
at the Global Learning Center. The 
dinner featured the two people re-

sponsible for helping launch the 
scholarships, Mardel CEO Mart 
Green and Jamie Weathers, class 
of 2008 student response speaker. 
It was Weathers’ inspiring speech 
that prompted Green, who was 
chair of the Board of Trustees at 
the time, to launch the program.

“I felt very strongly: here is a 
moment in time that we have an 
opportunity to actually inspire and 

motivate people,” said Weathers. 
“I thought, why not make this mo-
ment really great?”

Currently, 75 percent of ORU 
students benefit from a Quest 
scholarship and even more stu-
dents will benefit from the Interna-
tional Quest Whole Person Schol-
arship, which ORU launched last 
year in honor of the its founder, 
Oral Roberts’ centennial birthday. 

Students from around the world 
can now earn a whole person ed-
ucation.

“Green’s goal in establishing 
the scholarship program was to 
recognize students who are tire-
less in their quest for wholeness,” 
said Johnie Hampton, Chair of the 
Alumni Association Board of Di-
rectors. “Because of Green’s gen-
erosity and an amazing faculty and 

staff, students emerge from ORU 
as servant leaders who are spir-
itually alive, intellectually alert, 
physically disciplined, socially 
adept, and professionally compe-
tent.”

Hampton encouraged alumni 
to attend the dinner, which also 
served as an opportunity to raise 
funds for ORU scholarship pro-
grams.

OSU-Tulsa to Celebrate Community Support 
During A Stately Affair at Cox Business Center

Oklahoma State University-Tul-
sa and OSU Center for Health Sci-
ences are hosting their fifth bien-
nial fundraiser ‘A Stately Affair in 
Tulsa’ on May 16 at the Cox Busi-
ness Center.

This year, the gala marks the 20th 
anniversary of the founding of 
Oklahoma State University-Tulsa 
and the 30th anniversary of OSU 
Center for Health Sciences joining 
the OSU system.

“This will really be a night to cel-
ebrate OSU in Tulsa,” Jay Helm, 
co-chair for the benefit gala and 
chairman of the Oklahoma State 
Regents for Higher Education, 
said. “OSU’s presence in Tulsa is 
strong and we want to recognize 
the great impact both Tulsa cam-
puses have made in our communi-
ty and across the state.”

As a business administration 
graduate of OSU, Helm has long 
provided leadership and support 
for the university and its efforts in 
Tulsa. He previously served on the 
OSU/A&M Board of Regents and 
the OSU-Tulsa Board of Trustees 
before being appointed in 2013 to 

a nine-year term as a state Regent. 
He is also on the Board of Trustees 
for the OSU Medical Authority 
and Trust, which provides support 
for medical education, research 
and health care at OSU-CHS and 
OSU Medical Center. Helm was 
honored as an ‘OSU in Tulsa Icon’ 
during the 2017 fundraising gala.

Helm and his wife Fayenelle, 
along with his daughter Christian 
Leikam and her husband Robert, 
both graduates of OSU in Stillwa-

ter, are co-chairs for the 2019 ‘A 
Stately Affair in Tulsa.’

“As a family, we are all excited 
to be able to help give back to the 
university that has given so much 
to us and to our community,” 
Helm said. “It has been tremen-
dous to see how OSU has changed 
the educational landscape in Tulsa 
so that more of our residents have 
access to a top notch education.”

In addition to generating scholar-
ship donations for students of both 

Tulsa campuses, ‘A Stately Affair 
in Tulsa’ will honor four commu-
nity leaders who have been instru-
mental in improving access to and 
quality of education for Tulsa area 
students.

The 2019 OSU in Tulsa Icons 
are the late Jerry Hudson, former 
chair of the OSU Medical Author-
ity and Trust; Ted Haynes, former 
president of Blue Cross and Blue 
Shield of Oklahoma; Gary L. 
Trennepohl, founding president of 

OSU-Tulsa and Glenda Love Wil-
liams, former OSU-Tulsa Trustee 
and retired president and chief ex-
ecutive officer of the Ronald Mc-
Donald House Charities. To learn 
more about the Icons, visit astate-
lyaffair.com.

Patron support opportunities are 
still available at a number of lev-
els. For sponsorship information, 
email Cindy Webb or Paula Koehn 
at the OSU Foundation in Tulsa or 
call 918-594-8500.

GARY L. TRENNEPOHL TED HAYNES GLENDA LOVE WILLIAMS JERRY HUDSON

Courtesy TCC

TCC HARDESTY STUDENT SUCCESS CENTER:  Tulsa Community College  
President Leigh B. Goodson, right, and 2018 TCC Foundation Chair Konnie Boulter 
announce the naming of the Hardesty Student Success Center on the TCC West Cam-
pus. The new facility will be named after the Hardesty Family Foundation as part of 
the $1 million gift TCC’s Campaign for Completion, the college’s first multi-year fund-
raising campaign. Goodson and Boulter unveiled the architecture renderings of the 
signs at a recent TCC Board of Regents meeting as representatives from the Hardesty 
family and the Hardesty Family Foundation looked on.



For more than five decades, Tulsa Tech has 
been preparing students to enter the work-
force in a variety of indus-
tries. Once they graduate, 
students are qualified for a 
successful career. 

“Tulsa Tech averages a 
96 percent positive place-
ment rate for all full time 
students,” said Steve Ti-
ger, superintendent and 
CEO.”Our mission of edu-
cating people for success in 
the workplace is showcased 
by the skilled workforce we 
place throughout the region 
and beyond with our busi-
ness, industry, education 
and military partners.” 

Students can choose from 
a variety of programs, in-
cluding aerospace, auto-
motive/alternative fuels, 
health sciences, infor-
mation technology and 
pre-engineering. Tuition is 
free for public, private and 
home-schooled high school 
students with low-cost tui-
tion for adult learners. 

Tulsa Tech currently serves nearly 6,000 
high school and adult students exploring 
more than 90 full-time career majors in ad-
dition to providing training for more than 
31,000 customers in both part-time classes 
and customized business and industry train-
ing. 

Students from 27 public high schools and 
24 private schools are served. Tulsa Tech 
has 409 students in grades 9-12 enrolled in 
pre engineering with an 85 percent reten-
tion rate this year, which is more than any 
CareerTech in the state. Counties served 

include Creek, Okmulgee, Osage, Pawnee, 
Rogers, Tulsa, Wagoner and Washington. 

Once those students grad-
uate, they can seek job 
opportunities across an ex-
tremely large network due 
to the hundreds of partner-
ships that Tulsa Tech has 
developed with regional 
companies to provide stu-
dent placement and work-
based experience. In fiscal 
year 2018, Tulsa Tech’s 
economic impact to the re-
gion was $675 million.

“I am very excited about 
the number of companies 
that we are partnering with 
to improve our region’s 
workforce as well as work-
ing with economic develop-
ment partners to attract new 
companies to our region,” 
said Tiger.”Last year, Tulsa 
Tech served over 750 com-
panies. We are not only im-
proving thousands of lives 
through preparing them 
for workplace success, but 
we are truly an economic 

growth driver.” 
Like the trade skills they teach, Tulsa 

Tech’s campus is evolving to fit the needs 
of today’s world. In 2021 Tulsa Tech will 
unveil the latest addition to Lemley Memo-
rial Campus when the Client Service Center 
opens. This expansion will streamline ser-
vices and consolidate classrooms into the 
new state-of-the-art facility.

The center will be 199,813 square feet of 
diverse space and home to updated training 
classrooms, large and small group meeting 
spaces, admission and testing areas, various 

district departments, administration offices 
and board of education meetings.  

The expansion project comes at a time 
when Tulsa Tech has seen what Tiger calls 
“significant growth” in enrollment the last 
three years across instructional delivery 
arms: full-time career majors; Adult Career 
Development, Business and Industry Ser-
vices; and extension programs located in 
Tulsa County public high schools. 

“When I say significant, I really mean 
it,” said Tiger.”We have increased student 
enrollment by 39 percent over a three-year 
period. People are beginning to realize the 
importance of workforce training and the 
ability of our state’s CareerTech system to 
deliver.”

The Lemley Memorial Campus spans 
more than 40 acres and includes 10 in-
structional buildings featuring more than 
238,000 square feet of classes, laboratories 
and shops. 

“If individuals want to be successful in 

the job market, they should consider Tulsa 
Tech,” said Tiger. “We are extremely afford-
able, student focused and provide excep-
tional instruction which result in positive 
student outcomes.” 

Tiger said he and the rest of the staff are 
excited about what the future holds for the 
campus and for the students who will utilize 
the facilities to advance their careers. 

“The impact Tulsa Tech is having on lives 
and our region’s economic growth is tre-
mendous,” said Tiger. 

“The rebuild of our Lemley Memorial 
Campus, including the new Client Services 
Center, will provide an opportunity to con-
tinue our growth and student success well 
into the future.”

If you’re currently looking for exciting 
classes for high school and adult students, 
quality corporate training, or a challenging 
new career, Tulsa Tech invites you to vis-
it today.  For more information, please call 
918-828-5000 or visit tulsatech.edu.
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News From
Tulsa Tech

By DR. STEVE TIGER
Superintendent

T R A I N  F O R  A  C A R E E R  
I N  H E A L T H C A R E

Broken Arrow Campus 
4000 W. Florence St.

Lemley Memorial Campus 
3420 S. Memorial Dr.

Owasso Campus 
10800 N. 140 E. Ave.

Peoria Campus 
3850 N. Peoria Ave.

Riverside Campus 
801 E. 91st St.

Sand Springs Campus 
924 E. Charles Page Blvd.

(918) 828-5000
info@tulsatech.edu

Prepare for your future and learn the skills to achieve your goals. Apply online  

at tulsatech.edu/apply or for more information, call (918) 828-5000.

» Over 90 Career Majors     » State-of-the-Art Classes & Labs      
» No Tuition for H.S. Students     » Affordable Tuition for Adults

AT TULSA TECH,  WE 
HELP STUDENTS GET  

ON THE PATH TO A 
SUCCESSFUL CAREER

Tulsa Tech Expanding to Meet Student Needs

Courtesy Tulsa Tech

STREAMLINED SERVICES:  Tulsa Tech’s new Client Service Center is scheduled to 
open in 2021, and will streamline services and consolidate classrooms into a new state-
of-the-art facility.”

 

Courtesy photo

SUPPORTING ENGINEERING LABS:   Public Service Company of Oklahoma 
(PSO) has announced a $50,000 grant to the University of Tulsa on behalf of the Amer-
ican Electric Power Foundation to help bring new state-of-the-art equipment and tech-
nologies to the school’s Electrical and Computer Engineering (ECE) Department.  At the 
announcement from left front row are Peggy Simmons, PSO president and chief operating 
officer and Dr. Kaveh Ashenayi, the Hans S. Norberg Professor of Electrical and Comput-
er Engineering.  Back row from left are Douglas Jussaume, applied associate professor of 
electrical and computer engineering; Steve Baker, PSO vice president of distribution op-
erations;  and Dr. James R. Soren, dean of the College of Engineering & Natural Science.

PSO AnnOunceS $50,000 
AeP FOundAtiOn GrAnt tO tu
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BROKEN ARROW NEWS

Stoney Creek Hotel  |  Broken Arrow, OK 
Dinner • Raffles • Silent & Live Auction

Doors open at 6 p.m. • Happy Hour from 6 p.m.-7 p.m.
Event begins at 7 p.m.

Purchase Tickets at 
bidpal.net/blackandgoldgala

Broken Arrow Public Schools Foundation Presents

Black & Gold Gala 

B.A.’s Jim Rector Named Epic Principal of the Year
Broken Arrow’s Jim Rector has 

been named Special Education 
Principal of the Year by EPIC 
Charter Schools.

Rector is in his fifth year of 
working at EPIC. Prior to joining 
EPIC, Rector worked as a teach-
er and principal at Broken Arrow 
and Tulsa Public Schools.

“I am honored to have received 
the Special Education Principal 
of the Year Award,” Rector said. 
“I have a wonderful family of 
dedicated teachers with whom 
I am privileged to work. These 

teachers are compassionate, ac-
cessible, intelligent and diligent. 
They always hold their students 
accountable, but they do it with a 
great deal of professionalism and 
empathy. We are changing lives 
every day.”

The award ceremony, which 
was held at the National Cowboy 
and Western Heritage Museum in 
Oklahoma City, also recognized 
other members of the EPIC staff, 
including Covington’s Natalie 
Heim for her work as a special 
education teacher; Amber Grigs-

by, Jenks, as Rookie of the Year; 
Jodie Shupe, Cushing, as Princi-
pal of the Year; Donna Thornton, 
Mustang as Teacher of the Year; 
and Shawna Salkil, Piedmont, 
Administrator of the Year. 

“The work our teachers and staff 
put in an effort to ensure student 
success is inspiring,” said David 
Chaney, EPIC superintendent. 
“The majority of students who 
come to EPIC are behind their 
peers, and our goal is to not only 
get them up to grade level but to 
help them excel. Over time, we do 

that. Statistics show that the longer 
they’re with us, the better students 
do. That’s a testament to our staff.”

EPIC is the state’s fifth largest 
school system with more than 
23,000 students and teachers and 
principals are located throughout 
the state near the students they 
serve. 

All of the instructional awards 
are based on performance factors 
such as student achievement, at-
tendance and retention.

Chaney and EPIC co-founder 
Ben Harris presented the awards.

Courtesy photo

PRESENTATION:  Jim Rector 
receives the Epic award from Da-
vid Chaney.

B.A. Schools, Mullin Plumbing Create Partnership
Broken Arrow Public Schools has 

teamed with B.A.’s Mullin Plumb-
ing to create a unique program 
designed to provide high school 
students with paid apprenticeships 
while earning elective credit hours 
to prepare them to enter the skilled 
workforce upon graduation.

Under the agreement, Broken 
Arrow High School students will 
earn $10 an hour while working 
under a maximum student to su-
pervisor ratio of three to one. The 
program is believed to be the first 
partnership in the state between a 
private business and a school dis-
trict to provide paid apprenticeship 
opportunities as part of an educa-
tional curriculum.

“This is an incredible opportuni-
ty for our students who are seeking 
an innovative and challenging pro-
gram to prepare them for a career 
in the local workforce,” BAPS 
Superintendent Dr. Janet Dunlop 
said. “Mullin Plumbing came to 
us looking for ways to increase 
the number of prospective workers 
in the area and partnering with a 
Broken Arrow-based business is 

something we are honored to do.”
“Plumbers are in high demand 

now and will continue to be in the 
future,” Mullin, Inc. CEO Robert 
Morris said. “The plumbing in-
dustry provides an opportunity for 
young people to enter the field in a 
paid training environment and the 
potential to triple their pay over a 
three-year period.”

Prospective licensed plumbers 
must initially complete three ap-
prenticeship years before applying 
for a journeyman license from the 
Oklahoma Construction Industries 
Board. Under the agreement, Mul-
lin Plumbing will subsidize the 
CIB apprenticeship application fee 
for students in the program which 
is open to juniors and seniors.

Participating students will get 
specialized training and instruc-
tion designed by Mullin Plumbing 
and spend approximately three 
hours at the start of their school 
day at the company before return-
ing to the high school for lunch 
and afternoon classes.

A BAPS spokesman said the pro-
gram qualifies for elective credits 

that contribute to state graduation 
guidelines.

“Our goal is to make sure every 
student has a pathway tailored 
to their interests and their future 
plans,” Executive Director of Sec-
ondary Instruction Sharon James 
said. “Broken Arrow graduates 

will be prepared for whatever 
comes next, whether that’s going 
to college, straight into a success-
ful career in the workforce, the 
military or anything in between.”

By partnering with Tulsa Tech, 
Broken Arrow High School is 
helping students prepare for some 

of the 3.5 million manufacturing 
industry jobs expected to open 
over the next ten years.

On-site programs at BAHS are 
being designed to prepare students 
for careers in fields averaging 
$60,000-$65,000 a year for skilled 
workers.

Courtesy B.A. Public Schools

OFF AND RUNNING: At the press conference announcing the 
BAPS-Mullins Plumbing partnership were, from left, Steve Allen, Broken 
Arrow Board of Education president;, Dr. Janet Dunlop, superintendent; 
Riley Pointer and James Williams, B.A. High School juniors; Robert 
Morris, Mullin Plumbing CEO; Ray Trimble, Mullin Plumbing COO and 
Staci Crabtree, Mullin Plumbing CFO. 

Courtesy B.A. Public Schools

COUNT ME IN: Broken Arrow 
High School student James Wil-
liams signs up to be part of the 
BAPS-Mullin Plumbing education 
partnership.
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BROKEN ARROW SPORTS
Tiger Linebacker Headed to University of Kansas
By MIKE MOGUIN
GTR Sports Writer

Gavin Potter came in a Kansas 
State hoodie to Broken Arrow’s 
signing ceremony early last month. 
He had made a verbal commitment 
to the Wildcats last fall. 

But when he sat down to pose 
for a picture, he peeled off the 
purple hoodie to reveal a Texas 
Tech T-shirt, indicating, at the 
moment, he was bound for Lub-
bock. Then, he immediately re-
moved the shirt and revealed with 
his chest painted blue and the let-
ters KU in red. His back had the 
Number 12, his jersey number 
with the Tigers, painted with Jay-
hawks written above. It was his 
way to tell everyone he flipped 
to Kansas, where he will play for 
new Head Coach Les Miles. 

When Potter announced he was 
going to Kansas State last fall, the 
Wildcats were the only D-I school 
to offer. But the legendary Bill 
Snyder retired from the helm after 
the season ended, which factored 
into Potter’s decision. Around the 
same time, Miles was hired to be 
the new Jayhawks head coach. 

“It’s close to home,” Potter said 
of Kansas. “So, I feel a lot better. 
And there were a couple of coach-
ing changes at K-State, and for 
there to be coaching changes both 
ways, it just seems like KU was 
the right mesh for me.”

Potter made a big impact in Bro-
ken Arrow’s state championship 
football season that also came 
with a perfect 13-0 record. As a 
linebacker, he recorded 92 tackles 
-- 52 solo and 40 assists -- with 23 
of those stops for negative yard-
age, three fumble recoveries, two 
blocked kicks and an interception. 

As a standout wrestler, Potter 
won state titles his sophomore 
(182 pounds) and junior (195) 
seasons before finishing third as 
a senior, while helping the Tigers 
to the dual and team state champi-
onships in both duals last month.

The new Kansas coach flew 
down to visit him in December, 
Potter told reporters on signing 
day. He later posted on his Twit-
ter feed a picture of him with 
Miles, announcing he had been 
offered by the Jayhawks. He later 
announced receiving offers from 
Colorado State, Texas Tech and 
Oklahoma State.   

But in the end, Kansas won the 
battle for his services.  

“He’s a funny dude,” Potter said 
of Miles. “It just kind of seemed 
like our personalities matched, 
like we went together real well. 
He actually came in and was 
wearing his big national cham-
pionship ring (which he won as 
coach at LSU in 2007) and that 
was a cool thing to see. That is 
something that is a pretty good 
recruiting tool, to get other kids to 
see a big ring like that. I think he 
is ready to change that program 
around.

“I like the fact that (Miles) likes 
to win,” Potter added. “You can 
get a vibe from a person, you 
can feel them out and really feel 
if they’re wanting to win or not. 
You can feel if they’re the right 
coach for you. So, I just got that 
feeling about him and I feel like 
I’m going to have a good time 
when I go up there,” Potter said.

The Jayhawks are expecting 
Potter to come in and play ime-
diately. He’ll likely be rotating 
between linebacker and safety, he 
said. 

Potter said he’ll look forward 
to the encounters against the en-
campments in Norman and Still-
water. 

“OU and OSU made the worst 
decision they have ever made let-
ting me leave Oklahoma,” Potter 
said. “I’m going to look forward 
to playing them. That’s what I 
love to do. I love to prove peo-
ple wrong. That’s going to be two 
games I’m going to have a lot of 
fun playing.”

Recognizing the basketball tra-
dition KU has, Potter looks for-
ward to going to a lot of games at 
Allen Fieldhouse in the upcoming 
winters. 

“I actually got to go to one when 
I was up there and it was great. 
I’m hoping the KU fans up there 

realize what Les (Miles) is doing 
and they start supporting football 
the same way as they do basket-
ball, because I’ve seen how crazy 
those (basketball) games get, and 
it’s something that is different. It is 
something that you’ll never see.”

12 Other Tigers Sign
While Potter was in attendance 

revealing his choice to attend KU, 
12 other Tigers were in atten-
dance to sign with their respective 
schools.

Colton Collier and Noah Cortes 
signed with Northeastern Okla-
homa A&M while a vast major-
ity of the other Broken Arrow 
football players are headed north 
of the state line to play at small 
colleges in Kansas.  Matt Kaiser, 

Kaizer Newell and Aaron “Trick-
ey” Stokes penned letters of intent 
with Pittsburg State, Quintevin 
Cherry is bound for Independence 
Community College, Trevon Klint 
and Kalen Scott are headed for 
Fort Scott Community College, 
and Demeco Roland signed with 
Hutchinson Community College.

Tate Robards is going to Morn-
ingside (Sioux City, Iowa) Col-
lege and Daxton Wilson will be 
playing at Evangel University 
(Springfield, Mo.).

Zach Marcheselli, who became 
BA’s second four-time state cham-
pion wrestler on Feb. 23, was the 
only other Division-I signee. He 
attended the event although he 
had a ceremony in December an-
nouncing his signing with TCU. 

JAYHAWK LINEBACKER: Gavin Potter, center, is donned in Kansas attire after announcing his decision 
to play college football for the Jayhawks at Broken Arrow High School’s athletic signing ceremony. He is 
joined by his father Wes Ontiveros and mother Angie Potter. 
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SPORTS
Metro Christian Swimmer Wins at State Meet

By MIKE MOGUIN
GTR Sports Writer

Isabelle Packard won another 
pair of state championships at the 
Class 5A state swimming meet 
last month in Edmond, taking 
home first-place medals in the 
girls’ 200-yard and 500-yard free-
style races.

The win in the 500 was her fourth 
straight gold medal for the Metro 
Christian senior, which means 
she accomplished the rare feat of 
being a four-time state champion, 
a first in school history. Packard 
finished the 500 freestyle with a 
time of 5:13.94, winning by near-
ly 27 seconds over runner-up Ky-
lie Allemeier of Altus (5:40.84).

“It’s an accomplishment that I 
can be proud of,” Packard said. 
“It’s just exciting.”

In the 200, Packard’s time was 
1:54.67, finishing nine seconds 
ahead of Kyle Catton of Harrah 
(2:03.91), who placed second. 
That was her third first-place fin-
ish in that event, marking seven 
gold medals in her high school 
swim career.

“I give the Glory to God,” Pack-
ard said.

Her sophomore season was the 
only year she didn’t win the 200, 
when she finished runner-up. Re-
bounding to win it last year is 
what she considers among her 
most memorable moments in high 
school. Another came when she 
anchored the 200-yard freestyle 
relay team while setting a state 

record time of 1:43.03 in a first-
place finish.

With graduation looming, Pack-
ard will be taking her swimming 
endeavors up north to the Uni-
versity of Illinois. She toured the 
campus in November then made 
the decision to go in early Janu-
ary. She chose the Fighting Illini 
over Air Force.

“I have family there, so that’s 
always a good thing, and when-
ever I went to talk to the coaches 
and met the team, it just felt like a 
really good fit.” Packard said. “It 
felt like I belonged there.”

As Packard reflects on her time 
at Metro. She said that the sport 
has taught her to have a hard work 
ethic.

“I work really hard to be ded-
icated,” she said. “Swimming 
has really helped me with being 
focused and being able to take 
constructive criticism in the pool 
and it has transferred into school, 
from projects to being able to 
accept that you don’t know ev-
erything, that you are not always 
right, and just learning from other 
people.”

Packard hopes her accomplish-
ments can give the Metro swim 
team some recognition, “so, may-
be we can grow. It gives people 
something to look up to and try to 
achieve and to win state.”

For any young person who wants 
to swim, Packard’s advice is to 
“Work really hard, even when 
you don’t feel like it,” she said. 
“It doesn’t always have to be ef-

fort-wise, but, work on something 
specific you need to get better 
at. Always try your hardest and 
don’t give up whenever you feel 
like you’re failing because I had a 
three-year period, where I didn’t 
go with any best times at all and 
still kept trying to work hard and 
not give up, and eventually, I 
started dropping time again. Just 
keep a positive attitude and hard 
work ethic.”

Isabelle Packard Victorious
With Two First-Place Medals

FREESTYLE TALENT

THE WINNER: Isabelle Packard 
won the girls 200 and 500-yard 
freestyle events at the Class 5A state 
swim meet Feb. 16 in Edmond. 
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HARRY LENTZ for GTR Newspapers

TULSA TIME:  Darien Jackson goes high for two points in Tulsa’s 
win over Temple in February at the Reynolds Center.  Tulsa is a 
center of basketball in the postseason as the city hosts the NCAA 
First Round at the BOK Center March 22-24.
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 Holley Hollan Gaining National Racing Fame
By GLENN HIBDON
GTR Sports Writer

 
 Seventeen-year-old Holley Hol-

lan doesn’t mind recognition. In 
fact, she’s craves it. Fame and for-
tune are her goals and she’s just 
getting started.

 “I was on TV during the Chili 
Bowl,’’ said Hollan, a midget car 
racer from Broken Arrow.  “I was 
eating lunch and some people 
came up to talk to me. They had 
seen me on the news. I want to 
make it known that I’m from here 
and I hope to motivate people.’’

 Called “Holleywood’’ by her 
fans, Hollan has the pedigree to 
succeed. A fourth generation rac-
er and the daughter of Tulsa busi-
nessman and racer Harley Hollan, 
the personable blonde has her ca-
reer already mapped out: Become 
the first female to win a national 
midget event and then it’s on to 
NASCAR. No big deal.

 “This is the year my career is 
taking off. This is the year to make 
some things happen,’’ Hollan said. 
“I’ve been competing consistently 
and I’m working toward winning a 
national race. That would do a lot 
for me. I have top notch equipment 
and it’s only making me better.’’

 Hollan is in the midst of her 
first full season on the USAC Nos 
Energy Drink National Midget 
Championships series. Over 80 
races are on her schedule and she 
must also find the time to complete 
high school and work for her fa-
ther’s business.

 Hollan, who attended Broken 
Arrow schools until her freshman 
year, is a senior online at the De-
pic Charter Schools. She said after 
turning 19, she will move to North 
Carolina full time and pursue the 
NASCAR ranks, all under the 
watchful eye of her father.

 “I grew up around race tracks 

and watched him race. When I 
turned five I saw other kids race 
and I wanted to do it. I won the 
Port City junior sprints champi-
onship when I was 12,’’ said Hol-
lan. “Even now my dad answers 
questions for me and a lot of times 
he races with me. He does a good 
job of giving me information and 
I definitely have an advantage be-
cause he races mini sprints. He’s 
my best friend.’’

 As a freshman in school, Hollan 
followed in her father’s footstep 
and began doing mechanical work 
on her race cars. Now she builds 
them professionally for Driven 
Midwest, her dad’s company. She 
also sells racing parts to custom-
ers.

 Christopher Bell of Norman, 
winner of the last three Chili 
Bowls, saw Hollan compete and 
she was subsequently invited to 
join Keith Kunz Motorsports’ Toy-
ota team. Last year she ran five 
times. This season she’s running 
the full circuit in the Bullet Toyota.    

 In January’s Chili Bowl, Hol-

lan advanced to the D feature and 
ranked as the highest finishing fe-
male in the event. She said with 
the team and equipment behind 
her, she felt fast and confident.

 “We had bad luck,’’ Hollan said. 
“A car crashed in front of me and 
I stalled in the D feature. I thought 
we could have done better than 
we did. My goal coming in was 
to make a feature on prelim night 
and I did. I was happy with it (her 
finish) because with all that com-
petition, you have to take what you 
can get.’’

 With experience in both stock 
cars and midgets, Hollan said she 
enjoys racing, no matter the class. 
She enjoys speed, pure and simple. 
And the transition from dirt to as-
phalt has been challenging.

 “I’m still learning both of them,’’ 
she said. “In midgets you get side-
ways at full throttle and it’s com-
pletely different, but I do enjoy 
both of them.’’

 Despite her burgeoning talent, 
Hollan said one of her biggest ad-
justments moving up in the sport 

is competing against drivers she 
idolized as a child.

 “I have to put that in perspec-
tive,’’ she said. “But I run 110 rac-
es a year and the more laps I run 
the better I feel. My goals are to 
consistently get better and, ob-
viously, to be the first female to 
win a national USAC midget race. 
That’s my ultimate goal this year.’’

 There are other goals for Hollan 
to consider. One of them is being 
accepted by both male and other 
female competitors. She said some-
times that proves difficult at best.

 “Being a female in a male dom-
inated sport, for obvious reasons, 
sets me apart,’’ noted Hollan. “I 
don’t have pink on my suits or my 
car. Even when I was five I didn’t 
want to look like a girl racing. In 
some ways it gives me an advan-
tage. Toyota is trying to find a 
female to win a national race and 
they put me in a perfect position 
to win.

 “There two or three other girls I 
race with and winning is good for 
me and there are some keyboard 

warriors out there who are jealous. 
A lot of girl racers don’t like to see 
me where I am. I’ve been exposed 
to that ever since I was younger 
and it gets worse the higher up you 
go.  There are people who don’t 
want you to get higher and then 
there are other drivers who are 
happy to see a girl do well. I do 
feel like I’ve made a positive im-
pact in the sport.’’     

 Hollan has found it’s a constant 
struggle to make believers out 
some naysayers who doubt her 
ability and the legitimacy of the 
sport itself.

 “People I went to school with 
contact me. A lot of them used to 
think that what I do is not a sport,’’ 
Hollan said. “Now they see me 
doing well in racing and they step 
back and see it in a different way.’’

 Holleywood is hoping that 
someday her critics and scoffers 
see her on the podium at a NA-
SCAR event. That would be the 
ultimate proof of her racing talent 
while also serving as her sweetest 
revenge.

KEEPING THE TRADITION:  At 17 years old, Holley Hollan is a 
fourth generation racer and the daughter of Tulsa businessman and rac-
er Harley Hollan.

FAST LANE:  Harley Hollan is in the midst of her first full season on 
the USAC Nos Energy Drink National Midget Championships series. 
Over 80 races are on her schedule and she must also find the time to 
complete high school and work for her father’s business.
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By BLAKE AUSTYN
Contributing Editor

Zoe’s Kitchen boasts a handful of 
greater Tulsa locations, with four 
Tulsa-area restaurants, including 
Tulsa Hills and south Tulsa, and a 
fifth in Broken Arrow.

Its menu consists of a variety of 
healthy, fresh mediterranean items 
of starters, bowls, salads, pitas, 
kabobs, sandwiches and more in 
a fast-casual dining setting. Zoe’s 
began in Alabama over 20 years 
ago and is currently in 20 states 
throughout the country.

A friend and I recently visited 
Zoe’s Brookside location at 3629 
S. Peoria Ave.

Its interior is bright with plenti-
ful seating located in a convenient 
spot along Peoria Avenue.

My party began with the Pesto 

Basil Hummus, which comes with 
the dipping choice of cucumbers, 
pita bread, or both. I enjoyed the 
bright pesto basil flavor, which is 
a bit of an untraditional hummus 
flavor. Other hummus options are 
Classic and Harissa Red Pepper.

For our entrees, we chose the 
Mediterranean Salad Trio Bowl 
with Baked Falafel added for an 
additional dollar. Grilled Chicken, 
Lamb Kafta and Harissa Salmon 
are also available as add-on pro-
teins for an additional charge. Like 
so many of Zoe’s dishes, it was 
flavorful and fresh. The dish is a 
combo of pesto farro, quinoa, and 
cauliflower rice with house-made 
Greek tzatziki, Italian salsa verde, 
feta, cucumbers and fresh dill. At 
first, I figured that it would be fair-
ly dry, but the tzatziki, salsa and 
feta added the needed moistness.

Our other main dish was the 
Spinach and Mushroom Piadi-
na—a flatbread sandwich with 
mushrooms, spinach, feta, parme-
san and mozzarella—and our cho- sen side of marinated slaw. Other 

side options include roasted vege-
tables, fresh fruit, pita chips, pasta 
salad and baked falafel. 

This sandwich was suggested as 
a favorite of the server who took 
our order at the front counter. 
Its most noticeable flavors were 
mushrooms and spinach, which I 
love. The other flavors served as 
side notes. So, if you aren’t into 
mushrooms and spinach, unless 
you’re trying to be, choose anoth-
er sandwich.

Regarding the marinated slaw, 

while I love cole slaw (and was 
expecting a version of that), this 
proved to be simply cabbage 
with feta cheese. Though the feta 
proved to be a welcome added fla-
vor to the cabbage, most people 
would find it to be bland. While I 
appreciated the healthiness of the 
side dish, I too found it to be a bit 
too bland for my liking.

We selected, as our dessert, the 
pre-boxed chocolate cake, which 
sits in the grab-and-go area and is 
a great value—a nice gooey slice 
of chocolate cake for under $3. 

And it is delicious!
As I prepared to order, an older 

man walked up to the counter—a 
“regular” by the way that he was 
greeted—and purchased two cake 
slices to go. 

The grab-and-go area also fea-
tures various snack boxes and sal-
ads. 

More information about Zoe’s 
menu and its locations can be 
found at zoeskitchen.com. De-
pending on the locaation, Zoe’s 
is open approximately 11 a.m. to 
9 p.m.
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Local Dining

Zoe’s Kitchen a Win for Healthy But Flavorful Food

MEDITERRANEAN BOWL: The 
Mediterranean Salad Trio Bowl, 
with Baked Falafel plus pesto far-
ro, quinoa, cauliflower rice, house-
made Greek tzatziki, Italian salsa 
verde, feta, cucumbers and fresh dill.

HEALTHY EATING: Tulsa is home to five Zoe’s Kitchen locations, 
including in Brookside at 3629 S. Peoria Ave. The fast-casual restaurant 
offers healthy, fresh mediterranean items of starters, bowls, salads, pi-
tas, kabobs, sandwiches and more.
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DINING IN GREATER TULSA
Mother Road Market Presents Mac & Cheese Showcase

Mother Road Market kicked off 
a new Food Innovation Series Feb. 
22, as diners tasted the most in-
novative classic dishes. The first 
event of the series was Mother 
Road Market’s inaugural Mac Off! 

A sold-out crowd of 200 custom-
ers came to the Mac Off to sample 
the best of the best macaroni and 
cheese dishes from Mother Road 
Market’s top chefs in the Demon-
stration Kitchen. 

Participting restaurants were 
Bakeshop, Bodhi’s Bowl, Me-
tropolis by Andolini’s, Nice Guys 
Shrimp Shack and Oklahoma 
Joe’s BBQ.  

Special gifts for door prizes were 
from The Nest, Mythic Press and 
The Farm Stand. 

Mother Road Market is located 
at 1124 S. Lewis Ave. in Tulsa.

About Mother Road Market 
Mother Road Market, a non-prof-

it development of the Lobeck Tay-
lor Family Foundation, is housed 

on historic Route 66 in the 1939 
Scrivner-Stevens Grocery build-
ing. Mother Road Market is a vi-
brant community space, allowing 
Tulsans and tourists alike to eat, 
sip, shop and enjoy over 20 dif-
ferent business concepts, all under 
one roof. Customers are also able 
to browse specialty gift items in 
our retail store options and even 
purchase fresh ingredients like 
local produce, meat and dairy to 
take home and cook their own cre-
ations. 

The WEL Bar offers a full bar, 
plus coffee offerings throughout 
the day. Kitchen 66, Tulsa’s kick-
start kitchen and program of Lo-
beck Taylor Family Foundation, 
is housed at Mother Road Market 
and also operates the Kitchen 66 
Takeover Cafe and Kitchen 66 
General Store. Mother Road Mar-
ket features a demonstration kitch-
en for cooking classes, indoor and 
outdoor seating areas with views 
of downtown Tulsa, nine holes of 

Mother Road Mini Golf, rentable 
event spaces and children’s play 
areas. Entrepreneurs have the op-

portunity to use the 320 square 
foot small shop model to pilot test 
their latest concepts without the 

burdensome financial investment 
of opening a full-scale restaurant 
or retail space. 

GTR Newspapers photo

ALL SMILES AT BODHI’S BOWL:  James Wagner, left, owner of Bodhi’s Bowl, one of five restaurants 
participating in the Mother Road Market Mac and Cheese Showcase, had fun with a customer who tried to 
guess how many noodles were in her serving.  The restaurant is named after Wagner’s son, Bodhi.

First Installment of Food Innovation Series
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University of Oklahoma gradu-
ate Byron Berline has put togeth-
er quite a career. 
The three-time 
National Fid-
dle Champion is 
well established 
as Bill Monroe 
and the Bluegrass 
Boys, Berline 
was one of the 
most sought-after 
session fiddlers 
in the music in-
dustry, with a 
recording re-
sume loaded with 
household names, 
including The 
Rolling Stones, 
Bob Dylan, Elton 
John, The Byrds, 
Willie Nelson, 
the Band, The Ea-
gles, The Doobie 
Brothers… the list 
keeps going. 

After 26 enor-
mously successful 
years in Los Angeles, Berline, who 
was born in Kansas and raised in 
Oklahoma, returned to the Sooner 
state with his wife, Bette, making 
Guthrie the couple’s new home.

He opened Double Stop Fiddle 
Shop in historic downtown Guth-
rie, boasting the largest collection 
of violins and bows in Oklahoma, 
as well as new and vintage gui-
tars, mandolins and banjos. On 
the upper floor was the music hall, 
where the Byron Berline Band was 
formed in 1996.

For more than two decades, the 
band played regularly in the music 
hall, occasionally touring nation-
ally and even as far away as Chi-

na while Berline maintained his 
residence in Guthrie and operated 

Double Stop Fid-
dle Shop. It was 
the perfect sec-
ond act of a sto-
ry-book career.

But as the three-
act structure dic-
tates, crisis rears 
its ugly head 
during act two. 
Such was the 
case on Feb. 23, 
as a fire destroyed 
the Double Stop 
Fiddle Shop and 
virtually all of its 
inventory.

I use the word 
crisis rather than 
tragedy because, 
thankfully the 
building was 
unoccupied and 
nobody was hurt, 
but considering 
the vast collec-
tion of irreplace-

able instruments that was lost, the 
word tragic doesn’t seem like hy-
perbole.

As is always the case when one 
of their own is in need, the lo-
cal music community is rallying 
to help. A Facebook fundraising 
page, facebook.com/doublestop-
support, has been set up to help 
alleviate the costs associated with 
the cleanup and moving forward. 
The Community Church in Guth-
rie has become an alternate venue 
to the music hall, hosting the By-
ron Berline Band’s March 9 and 
March 23 shows. And, a benefit is 
scheduled for March 31 at Tower 
Theater in Oklahoma City. The 

benefit will feature a silent auction 
as well as performances by Jana 
Jae, The Bonhams, Steelwind, Red 
Dirt Rangers, and more. Check out 
towertheatreokc.com for the com-
plete lineup and tickets.

Tulsa at SXSW
The Tulsa Office of Film, Music, 

Arts and Culture (FMAC) is once 
again giving Tulsa music a pres-
ence at the South by Southwest 
Festival in Austin, Texas. 

Thirteen Tulsa bands will take 
the stage on March 14 beginning 
at 11 a.m. 

From 11 a.m to 5 p.m., Augustine 
on Rainey will host the 5th annu-
al Tulsa Boom Factory, featuring 
Combsy, Henna Roso, Eric Himan, 
Jared Tyler, Dialtone,  Electric Bil-
ly Club and Nightingale. 

From 7 p.m. to 2 a.m. is the 3rd 
annual Tulsa Music SXSW Show-

case, featuring Broncho, Republi-
can Hair, Casii Stephen, Branjae, 
Roots of Thought and Zunis.

Tulsa has maintained a presence 
at the internationally recognized 
festival since 2015 thanks to Tulsa 
FMAC, an organization dedicated 
to showing the world that Tulsa is 
a creative hub and a cultural des-
tination. 

Tulsa FMAC has been intrumen-
tal in garnering exposure for local 
artists and musicians, but the orga-
nization serves as more than a pro-
moter. It’s also a valuable resource 
for  creative industries, providing 
a database of film crew, musicians, 
artists, and creative support ser-
vices, bringing people together to 
ensure that Tulsa’s creative indus-
tries continue to grow and flourish.

You can find the database at 
tulsafmac.com. The database is 
a great resource for creative pro-

fessionals, and the rest of the web-
site is a great resource for those of 
us who enjoy the arts – those of 
us who are on a mission to keep 
searching, keep listening.
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Searching for
The Sound

By BRYAN CANTRELL

Oklahoma’s Largest Collection of Fiddles Lost
As Fire Destroys Double Stop Fiddle Shop

www.doublestop.com

BYRON BERLINE

dstopfshop

DEVASTATING LOSS: Double Stop Fiddle Shop posted this photo on 
its Instagram account shortly after a fire on Feb. 23 destroyed the build-
ing it has called home since 1996.
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Matt McGuire
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Tanya Butler
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David Fleske
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Dewayne Willis
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Tulsa, OK 74114
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Lance Lively
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Sand Springs, OK 74063
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Leland Nissley
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Tulsa, OK 74137
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Rich Keel
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Bill Gordon
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Tulsa, OK 74105
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918-488-8999

ORU Entrepreneurial Program Receives $1 Million Gift
Oral Roberts University has 

received a $1 million donation, 
along with a $500,000 matching 
grant, to launch the Stovall Center 
for Entrepreneurship. Known for 
their entrepreneurial spirit, ORU 
Alumni Jim and Crystal Stovall 
(1981), along with the Tulsa Com-
munity Foundation, have made 
this generous donation because 
they know the power entrepre-
neurship can have in transforming 
lives, especially among the disad-
vantaged and underserved. 

“The Stovall Center for Entrepre-
neurship will enable ORU to con-
tinue building whole leaders for 
the whole world who are equipped 
with new and innovative busi-
ness ideas that transform not only 
people but also communities and 
nations,” said ORU President Dr. 
William M. Wilson. “This amaz-
ing gift will allow ORU to aggres-
sively pursue our commitment to 
developing leaders in business and 
entrepreneurship.”

The Center will reside within 
the College of Business and allow 
ORU to attract and retain students 
with exceptional abilities to create 
new business concepts, start-up in-
cubators, accelerators and launch-
pads. It will also host workshops, 
boot camps, and lectures; set up 
networking with entrepreneur col-
lectives; provide space for entre-
preneurial faculty and profession-
als to mentor and coach students; 
and allocate resources for mis-
sion-based entrepreneurial initia-
tives such as micro-financing and 
venture capital.

“We envision the Stovall Center 
for Entrepreneurship will provide 

the essential knowledge, skills, 
and ethics needed to equip ORU 
students to engage the world’s big-
gest challenges with God’s best 
solutions,” said Jim Stovall. “In 
this extraordinary age of entrepre-
neurship, our desire is to unite and 
champion a thriving entrepreneur-
ial spirit among all ORU students.”  

Stovall is founder and president 
of Narrative Television Network, 
which has made television and 
media accessible to the 13 million 
blind and visually impaired in the 
United States. He founded the net-
work in 1988, just a year after fully 
losing his sight at age 29. He’s the 
recipient of the President’s Com-
mittee on Equal Opportunity Entre-
preneur of the Year award and the 
International Humanitarian of the 
Year award, joining Jimmy Carter, 
Nancy Reagan, and Mother Teresa. 
Stovall is also a recipient of ORU’s 
Lifetime Global Achievement hon-
or and a member of the Universi-
ty’s Board of Reference. Stovall is 
the bestselling author of over 40 
books including The Ultimate Gift, 
The Ultimate Life, and The Lamp, 
all of which have been made into 
major motion pictures.

In the years ahead, the Stovall 
Center for Entrepreneurship will 
feature an array of new academic 
programs including undergraduate 
and graduate degrees in entrepre-
neurship, a major in social entre-
preneurship, an entrepreneurial 
executive certificate program, and 
certificates for entrepreneurial en-
terprises in healthcare, technology, 
ministry, and others. The Center 
is also committed to applying ad-
vanced technology such as artificial 

intelligence, augmented and virtual 
reality, and ORU’s Titan supercom-
puter to enhance product develop-
ment and business success.

Oral Roberts University (ORU) 
is a world-renowned Christian 
university located in Tulsa, Okla-
homa. Founded in 1963, ORU 
serves students from 50 states and 
103 countries, representing over 
51 denominations. ORU offers 77 
undergraduate majors, 65 under-
graduate minors, 14 master’s pro-
grams and three doctoral degrees, 
plus NCAA Division I athletics. 
For more information on ORU, 
visit oru.edu.

Courtesy ORU

ENCOURAGING ENTREPRENEURSHIP:  Jim Stovall, right, and 
Crystal Stovall present a $1 Million check to ORU President William M. 
Wilson on the ORU campus in March.

Stovall Center Added to College of Business 

Vast Bank Tops Out Downtown
Marking a construction mile-

stone for the new six-story Vast 
Bank headquarters under con-
struction in downtown Tulsa 
next to ONEOK Field, develop-
ers, builders and tenants held a 
topping-off ceremony Feb. 28.   
The 100,000 square foot build-
ing is set to be completed in De-
cember 2019 and will feature a 
grab-and-go sushi bar from In 
the Raw, Hummingbird Coffee 
+ Beer, rotating art exhibit and 
rentable rooftop terrace, the 
Rendezvous Room.  Each floor 
will feature a terrace and view of 
ONEOK Field. Other tenants in-
clude BKD CPAs and Advisors 
and Casillas Petroleum. Addi-
tional space is still available for 
lease. The building was designed 
by KKT Architects and devel-
oped by the Ross Group. 

GTR Newspapers photo

HEADED TOWARD COMPLETION: Tom Biolchini, right, of 
Vast Bank gives opening remarks with Clint Black of Ross Group 
before the topping out ceremony at the new Vast Bank headquarters 
in downtown Tulsa.  



By MARK A. STANSBERRY

Oklahoma’s Green Deal:  Natu-
ral Gas.  The Green New Deal pro-
posed by New York Congressional 
representative Alexandria Oca-
sio-Cortez has recently gained na-
tional attention.  Her main empha-
sis is on the need to battle global 
warming and the answer is a “mas-
sive government intervention.”

The Green New Deal proposes to 
increase funding in billions of dol-
lars to eliminate fossil fuels, to im-
plement better energy efficiencies 
especially regarding buildings, 
and to have air travel replaced 
with rails.  Is this proposal to be 
taken seriously?  A recent survey 
by programs at Yale and George 
Mason Universities showed that 
92 percent of Democrats, and 64 
percent of Republicans support the 
Green New Deal.  

The deal is a 10-year governmen-
tal intervention program which has 
a goal of achieving 100 percent of 
U.S. power demand from clean, 
renewable and zero-emissions 
sources.  With the 2020 elections 
before us, and the outcomes uncer-
tain, energy education is needed 
more than ever.  

Across the State of Oklahoma, 
from Tulsa to Elk City, there are 
reserves of natural gas.  Net ex-
ports of natural gas continue to 

grow.  Liquefied natural gas con-
tinues to grow as a significant U.S. 
export.  Lique-
fied natural gas 
export facilities 
are currently 
under construc-
tion in the U.S.  
Asian demand 
growth contin-
ues to grow.

In my book, 
“ A m e r i c a 
Needs Amer-
ica’s Ener-
gy:  Creating 
Together the 
People’s En-
ergy Plan”, 
natural gas 
is addressed.  
Natural gas re-
serves are crit-
ical to a strong 
US economy 
and extremely 
important for 
America’s energy security.  Nat-

ural gas is available.  We should 
definitely be embracing it in the 

U.S. for trans-
portation and 
power gener-
ation in even 
a bigger way.  
Natural gas is an 
abundant, clean 
fuel that has 
many domestic 
uses.  It is im-
portant to our 
country’s energy 
sustainability. 

Natural gas 
pros:  Natural 
gas burns more 
cleanly than 
other fossil fu-
els.  Natural gas 
can be piped 
into homes to 
provide heating, 
cooking, and to 
run applianc-
es.  Natural gas 

can be used as a fuel for vehicles.  

Natural gas is relatively abundant, 
clean-burning, and easy to distrib-
ute.

America, and for that matter, 
Oklahoma, needs to take the lead 
in energy leadership for us to 
achieve energy security.  Through-
out the speeches I have made 
around the country, I have stated 
my belief that America should be 
the center for energy excellence 
because the world needs our ex-
pertise.  Natural gas and all forms 
of energy will be necessary in the 
future.  My theme now for more 
than 25 years has been “striving 
for energy efficiency and environ-
mental preservation.”  It is time to 
take a stand and evaluate our own 
impact.

National Energy Talk (NET)- 
National Energy Talk, an Energy 
Advocate Initiative, was launched  
July 31, 2017 in Elk City, Oklaho-
ma and meetings have been held 
in Tulsa, Edmond and Oklahoma 
City along with presentations in 
Houston, Denver and other cit-

ies.  In 2019, NET will continue 
its efforts as a platform engaging 
a national energy dialogue.  Go to 
Facebook:  National Energy Talk 
to support/learn more about NET.  

Mark A. Stansberry is  c hair-
man of The GTD Group, an 
award-winning author and energy 
advocate.    Facebook:  National 
Energy Talk.
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Want to Purchase
Mineral & Other

Oil/Gas 
Interests.

Send details to:
PO Box 13557

Denver, CO 80201

SPECIAL OFFER! Save over 15%

Order now and Save over 15%    Only $25.00*  (reg. $29.95), 
plus $8.75 shipping & handling per item. 

Visit CrownMapleSpecial.com or call 1-844-384-0908 to order item SC-131-FV_Ea
Use Promo Code Crown130  Offer ends April 30, 2019 or while supplies last

ONLY

$2500*

SPECIAL OFFER!
®

Oklahoma’s Green Deal Includes Natural Gas

Junior Achievement Announces 2019
Tulsa Tycoons and Centennial Celebration

Junior Achievement of Oklaho-
ma announced the honorees for 
its 4th Edition of Tulsa Tycoons, 
A Night of Monopoly fundraiser. 
The 2019 honorees are: 
• Dr. Clarence Oliver-JA Centen-

nial Honoree
• Lynn Flinn, Rowland Group-

Work Readiness Honoree 
• Pat Piper, Bank of Oklaho-

ma-Financial Literacy Honoree 
• Dana Weber, Webco Indus-

tries-Entrepreneurship Honoree
This year, Junior Achievement of 

Oklahoma’s largest fundraiser is 
both a chance to honor local busi-
ness leaders and celebrate a signif-
icant milestone. JA was founded in 
1919, so this year’s Tulsa Tycoons 
event will include commemoration 
of the organization’s centennial. 

“Very few organizations make 
it to 100 years, much less con-
tinue to grow and thrive like Ju-
nior Achievement has,” said JA 
of Oklahoma President Shannan 
Beeler. “We are taking this op-

portunity to celebrate and honor 
what’s come before, but also look 
toward the future as we work to in-
spire and prepare our young people 
to succeed in our ever-changing 
world. We’ve selected companies 
and Honorary Tycoons this year 
who represent each of the three 
pillars – financial literacy, entre-
preneurship and work readiness – 
upon which JA was built.”  

Tulsa Tycoons, a Night of Mo-
nopoly, 4th Edition, includes a 
mobile auction, live auction, net-
working, stories of JA impact, and 
amazing food. In addition, attend-
ees can engage in low-key Monop-
oly-themed activities. 

The event will be held on Thurs-
day, May 2,  from 6 to 8:30 p.m. at 
the Cox Business Center in down-
town Tulsa.

Funds raised from the event 
and auction will support Junior 
Achievement programs, which 
will bring lessons on financial lit-
eracy, entrepreneurship, and work 
readiness to more than 58,000 

students this academic year. Fi-
nancial literacy prepares students 
to manage resources effective-
ly through courses on budgeting 
and planning. Entrepreneurship 
lessons focus on what it takes to 
start, manage and grow a busi-
ness. Work readiness helps ensure 
students understand the skills 
they need to successfully enter 
the workplace.

“We look forward to honoring 
this year’s Tulsa Tycoons because 
of their commitment to business, 
education and the Tulsa commu-
nity,” said Beeler. “Their lead-
ership in the community should 
be an inspiration to any student 
now learning about business and 
entrepreneurship through Junior 
Achievement.”

Sponsorships and tickets are 
now available. For more informa-
tion concerning Tulsa Tycoons, A 
Night of Monopoly, 4th Edition, 
contact Martha Rongey at mrong-
ey@jaok.org, call 918-663-2132 
or visit tulsatycoons.com.

Courtesy photo

WORKING WITH ROTARACT:  In addition to the upcoming Junior 
Achievement fundraiser, JA works with many local groups to enhance 
its goal.  Above, The Rotaract Club of Tulsa presented a check to Junior 
Achievement of Oklahoma for $3,000 during the JA BizTown Town Hall 
Meeting in February 2019. From left are Brian Jackson, JA Develop-
ment Manager, Jonathan Slay, Rotaract president and Jessica Carney, 
Rotaract president-elect.  The donation offsets the cost of program ma-
terials and curriculum for 120 students in the simulated BizTown city 
run by 4th – 6th grade students.   In partnership with the Rotary Club of 
Tulsa, the Rotaract Club of Tulsa was founded in 2011 as an organiza-
tion for young professionals under age 40. 
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GTR CLASSIFIEDS
To place a GTR classified ad, please email advertising@gtrnews.com, or call 918-254-1515

Auto DonAtions

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and 
Support our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 
100% tax deductible. Call 1-800245-0398

Autos WAnteD 

A-1 DONATE YOUR CAR FOR BREAST 
CANCER! Help United Breast Foundation ed-
ucation, prevention, & support programs. FAST 
FREE PICKUP - 24 HR RESPONSE - TAX 
DEDUCTION855-893-0604

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!!  All Makes/
Models 2002-2018! Any Condition.  Running 
or Not. Top $$$ Paid! Free Towing! We’re Na-
tionwide! Call Now: 1-888-985-1806   

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! 2002 and New-
er! Any Condition. Running or Not. Competi-
tive Offer! Free Towing! We’re Nationwide! 
Call Now: 1-888-416-2330.

Business opportunity 

AVON - Earn Extra $$. Sell online or in person 
f  rom home or work. Free website included. No 
inventory required. For more info, call 855-812-
5674

**Work from HOME** Generate $500 to 
$1,000 Daily Helping Me Return Phone Calls. 
1-800-794-7326

eDucAtion/cAreer trAining

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get FAA ap-
proved hands on Aviation training. Financial 
Aid for qualified students - Career placement 
assistance. CALL Aviation Institute of Mainte-
nance 888-686-1704     

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING - Get 
FAA Technician certification. Approved for 
military benefits. Financial Aid if qualified. Job 
placement assistance. Call Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance 866-453-6204

eDucAtion/cAreer trAining

MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEEDED! 
Train at home for a career as a Medical Office 
Professional at CTI! 1-833-766-4511 AskCTI.
com HS Diploma required

employment 

$$$WORK FROM HOME$$$ $2,845 Weekly 
assembling Information packets From Home. 
No Experience Necessary! Start Immediately! 
FREE Information 24hrs. RIVAS PUBLISH-
ING SINCE 2001 www.rivaspublishing.com  

HeAltH & Fitness 

Suffering from an ADDICTION to Alcohol, Opi-
ates, Prescription PainKillers or other DRUGS?   
There is hope! Call Today to speak with someone 
who cares. Call NOW 1-855-866-0913   

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 100 Generic 
Pills SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100% 
guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-5928 
Hablamos Espanol

misc. For sAle 

ELIMINATE RATS/MICE GUARANTEED! 
Buy Harris Baits, Traps, Repellents. Available: 
Hardware Stores, Buy Online: homedepot.com
KILL BED BUGS! Buy Harris Sprays, Kits, 
Mattress Covers. Hardware Stores, The Home 
Depot, homedepot.com

miscellAneous

Suffering from an ADDICTION to Alcohol, Opi-
ates, Prescription PainKillers or other DRUGS? 
There is hope! Call Today to speak with someone 
who cares. Call NOW 1-855-399-8803

LUNG CANCER? And Age 60+? You And 
Your Family May Be Entitled To Significant 
Cash Award. No Risk. No Money Out Of Pock-
et. Call for Information 866-830-3010

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, ONE 
DAY updates!  We specialize in safe bathing. Grab 
bars, no slip flooring & seated showers. Call for a 
free in-home consultation: 888-912-4745

Stay in your home longer with an American 
Standard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up to 
$1,500 off, including a free toilet, and a lifetime 
warranty on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-855-534-6198

DENTAL INSURANCE. Call Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company for details. NOT 
just a discount plan, REAL coverage for 350 
procedures.888-623-3036 or http://www.den-
tal50plus.com/58  Ad# 6118

A PLACE FOR MOM has helped over a mil-
lion families find senior living. Our trusted, lo-
cal advisors help find solutions to your unique 
needs at no cost to you. Call 855-741-7459.

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest se-
nior living referral service. Contact our trusted, 
local experts today! Our service is FREE/no 
obligation. CALL 1-844-722-7993

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any Condition Ve-
hicle, 2002 and Newer.  Nationwide Free Pick 
Up! Call Now: 1-800-864-5960

miscellAneous

Applying for Social Security Disability or Ap-
pealing a Denied Claim? Call Bill Gordon & 
Assoc., Social Security Disability Attorneys, 
1-855-498-6323! FREE Consultations. Local 
Attorneys Nationwide [Mail: 2420 N St NW, 
Washington DC. Office: Broward Co. FL (TX/
NM Bar.)

AT&T Internet. Get More For Your High-Speed 
Internet Thing. Starting at $40/month w/12-mo 
agmt. Includes 1 TB of data per month. Ask us 
how to bundle and SAVE! Geo & svc restric-
tions apply. Call us today 1-833-707-0984 

BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR! We edit, 
print and distribute your work internationally. We 
do the work… You reap the Rewards!  Call for a 
FREE Author’s Submission Kit: 866-951-7214

Become a Published Author. We want to Read 
Your Book! Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by 
Authors Since 1920 Book manuscript submis-
sions currently being reviewed. Comprehensive 
Services: Consultation, Production, Promotion 
and Distribution Call for Your Free Author’s 
Guide 1-877-626-2213

Cross Country Moving, Long distance Moving 
Company, out of state move $799 Long Dis-
tance Movers. Get Free quote on your Long 
distance move 1-800-511-2181  

Call Empire Today® to schedule a FREE in-
home estimate on Carpeting & Flooring. Call 
Today! 1-800-508-2824

DIRECTV & AT&T. 155 Channels & 1000s 
of Shows/Movies On Demand (w/SELECT 
Package.) AT&T Internet 99 Percent Reliabil-
ity. Unlimited Texts to 120 Countries w/AT&T 
Wireless.  Call 4 FREE Quote- 1-855-781-1565 

DISH Network $69.99 For 190 Channels. Add 
High Speed Internet for ONLY $14.95/month. 
Best Technology. Best Value. Smart HD DVR 
Included. FREE Installation. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-855-837-9146 

DISH TV - Over 190 Channels Now ONLY 
$59.99/mo! 2yr price guarantee, FREE In-
stallation! Save HUNDREDS over Cable and 
DIRECTV. Add Internet as low as $14.95/mo! 
1-855-977-7405

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95 
High Speed Internet.   Free Installation Smart 
HD DVR Included, Free Voice Remote.  Some 
restrictions apply 1-800-718-1593

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As Low As 
$14.95/month (for the first 3 months.) Reliable 
High Speed Fiber Optic Technology. Stream 
Videos, Music and More! Call Earthlink Today 
1-855-520-7938

ENJOY 100% guaranteed, delivered to-the-
door Omaha Steaks! SAVE 75 PERCENT - 
PLUS get 4 FREE Burgers!  Order The Family 
Gourmet Feast - ONLY $49.99.  Call 1-855-
349-0656 mention code 55586TJC or visit 
www.omahasteaks.com/love13 

Financial Benefits for those facing serious ill-
ness. You may qualify for a Living Benefit Loan 
today (up to 50 percent of your Life Insurance 
Policy Death Benefit.) Free Information. CALL 
1-855-632-0124

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 100 Pills 
$99.00 FREE Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 
CALL NOW! 888-889-5515 

HEAR AGAIN!  Try our hearing aid for just 
$75 down and $50 per month! Call   800-426-
4212 and mention 88272 for a risk-free trial! 
FREE SHIPPING! 

HughesNet Satellite Internet - 25mbps starting 
at $49.99/mo! FAST download speeds. WiFi 
built in!  FREE Standard Installation for lease 
customers! Limited Time, Call 1-800-610-4790   

KILL BED BUGS! Buy Harris Sprays, Kits, 
Mattress Covers. Hardware Stores, The Home 
Depot, homedepot.com

miscellAneous

INVENTORS - FREE INFORMATION 
PACKAGE Have your product idea developed 
affordably by the Research & Development 
pros and presented to manufacturers. Call 
1-888-501-0236 for a Free Idea Starter Guide. 
Submit your idea for a free consultation.

Lung Cancer?  And Age 60+? You and Your 
Family May Be Entitled To Significant Cash 
Award.  Call 866-428-1639 for Information.  
No Risk.  No Money Out Of Pocket. 

Lung Cancer?  Asbestos exposure in industrial, 
construction, manufacturing jobs, or military 
may be the cause.  Family in the home were also 
exposed.  Call 1-866-795-3684 or email cancer@
breakinginjurynews.com. $30 billion is set aside 
for asbestos victims with cancer. Valuable settle-
ment monies may not require filing a lawsuit.   

Make a Connection. Real People, Flirty Chat. 
Meet singles right  now! Call LiveLinks. Try it 
FREE. Call NOW: Call 1-877-737-9447  18+

Put on your TV Ears and hear TV with un-
matched clarity. TV Ears Original were origi-
nally    $129.95 - NOW WITH THIS SPECIAL 
OFFER are only $59.95 with code MCB59! 
Call 1-855-993-3188   

70 years old, kids are grown. Still need your life 
insurance? Or is a big LIFE SETTLEMENT 
CASH PAYOUT smarter? Call Benefit Ad-
vance. 1-866-719-5766   

Sleep Apnea Patients - If you have Medicare 
coverage, call Verus Healthcare to qualify for 
CPAP supplies for little or no cost in minutes. 
Home Delivery, Healthy Sleep Guide and More 
- FREE! Our customer care agents await your 
call. 1-844-545-9175

$$OLD GUITARS & AMPS WANT-
ED$$ GIBSON*FENDER*MARTIN. ALL 
BRANDS. TOP DOLLAR PAID. CALL TOLL 
FREE 1-866-433-8277 
 
Start Saving BIG On Medications! Up To 90% 
Savings from 90DAYMEDS! Over 3500 Medi-
cations Available! Prescriptions Req’d. Pharma-
cy Checker Approved. CALL Today for Your 
FREE Quote. 844-776-7620 

Spectrum Triple Play!    TV, Internet & Voice for 
$29.99 ea. 60 MB per second speed   No con-
tract or commitment. More Channels. Faster In-
ternet. Unlimited Voice.    Call 1-855-652-9304 
Spectrum Triple Play! TV, Internet & Voice for 
$29.99 ea. 60 MB per second speed No contract 
or commitment. More Channels. Faster Inter-
net. Unlimited Voice. Call 1-877-338-2315

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT PRESCRIPTION! 
World Health Link. Price Match Guarantee! 
Prescriptions Required.  CIPA Certified. Over 
1500 medications available. CALL Today For 
A Free Price Quote. 1-855-530-8993 Call Now! 

property For sAle

Lake Front Condo, Gated Area – Lake Eufaula. 
Call 918-616-6800

WAnteD to Buy 

TOP CASH FOR CARS, Any Car/Truck, Run-
ning or Not. Call for INSTANT offer: 1-888-
417-9150

Wants to purchase minerals and other oil and 
gas interests. Send details to P.O. Box 13557 
Denver, Co. 80201 

Reader Advisory: The National Trade Association we be-
long to has purchased the above classifieds. Determining 
the value of their service or product is advised by this pub-
lication. In order to avoid misunderstandings, some adver-
tisers do not offer employment but rather supply the readers 
with manuals, directories and other materials designed 
to help their clients establish mail order selling and other 
businesses at home. Under NO circumstance should you 
send any money in advance or give the client your check-
ing, license ID, or credit card numbers. Also  beware of ads 
that claim to guarantee loans regardless of credit and note 
that if a credit repair company does business only over the 
phone it is illegal to request any money before delivering its 
service. All funds are based in US dollars. Toll free numbers 
may or may not reach Canada. 

DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help get
the dental care you deserve

If you’re over 50, you can get coverage for about $1 a day*

Keep your own dentist! NO networks to worry about

No wait for preventive care and no deductibles – you could get a checkup tomorrow

Coverage for over 350 procedures – including cleanings,exams, fi llings, crowns…even dentures

NO annual or lifetime cap on the cash benefi ts you can receive

FREE Information Kit
1-877-308-2834
www.dental50plus.com/cadnet

*Individual plan.Product not available in MN, MT, NH, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of thistype. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY;call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN)6096C                                                                MB16-NM001Gc

Product not available in MN, MT, NH, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of 

IDEAS WANTED!
Get Your Free Inventor’s Guide

Davison charges fees for services

CALL  800-353-6102 NOW
Helping inventors and idea people since 1989.

Lung Cancer?
Asbestos exposure in industrial,

construction, manufacturing jobs, or the
military may be the cause. Family in

the home were also exposed.
Call 1-866-795-3684 or email

cancer@breakinginjurynews.com.  
$30 billion is set aside for asbestos

victims with cancer. Valuable settlement
monies may not require filing a lawsuit. 

Get FAA approved maintenance training at campuses 
coast to coast. Job placement assistance. 

Financial Aid for qualifying students. Military friendly. 

Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance
800-481-7894

AIRLINE 
CAREERS

Need a Job?

Rib Crib is Hiring!
Go to Ribcrib.com/careers

Fill out the application,
then call us at 918-258-1559

121 W Kenosha St., Broken Arrow 

Borets in Tulsa, OK seeks Production Manager 
for manufacture of ESP & HPS equipment.  

Requires 2 yrs. engineering exp. in manufacturing, assembly, 
testing & quality assurance related to ESP & HPS equip. for 
oilfield svcs., incl. pumps, motors, seals & gas separators using 
Russian engineering standards & documentation standards 
under imperial & metric systems.  

Please send resume/CV to HRRecruitment@borets.com
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W i s c o n -
sin-based Green-
heck Group, a 
global manufac-
turer of commer-
cial air move-
ment, control 
and conditioning 
equipment,  has 
hired Rachel An-
derson as director of its new Tulsa 
campus to lead community inte-
gration and employer-of-choice 
initiatives in the Tulsa region.  

Anderson has more than 15 years 
of public relations, leadership con-
sulting and community relations 
experience in Tulsa. Previous roles 
include vice president of inclusion 
and account services for Schnake 
Turnbo Frank, and vice president 
of communications and market-
ing for the Tulsa Regional Cham-
ber. 

Greenheck Group broke ground 
on its Tulsa campus in December 
2017. Production of the compa-
ny’s first business line in Tul-
sa, the Accurex brand, launched 
in November 2018. The number 
of Greenheck employees could 
grow to more than 600 in the next 
five years, and the company has 
created the campus director role 
to serve as the primary leader and 
point of contact for Greenheck 
Group within the community.  

Tulsa-based Big 
Elk Energy Sys-
tems, LLC has 
named Jamin 
Fagan as its new 
U.S. director of 
sales.

Fagan comes 
to Big Elk as a 
longtime, ac-
tive member of the hydrocarbon 
energy industry.  Before joining 
Big Elk, Fagan served as director 
of business development for an 
engineering, manufacturing and 
construction company, overseeing 
significant sales growth and in-
creasing revenue by more than 100 
percent during his tenure. 

As director of business develop-
ment for Big Elk, Fagan will be re-
sponsible for the development and 
performance of all sales activities, 
with a primary focus on new busi-
ness growth.  

“We’ve experienced national, 
record-breaking growth at our 
company and its because of our 
people.  With the addition of Ja-
min, we’ll not only continue that 
trend, but take it to the next level,” 
said Geoff Hager, CEO of Big Elk. 
“We’re excited about the depth of 
knowledge and industry relation-
ships he brings to our company. 
He’s a perfect fit for our culture, 
and we’re just getting started!” 

Mayor G.T. By-
num announces 
that James Wag-
ner will serve as 
the chief finan-
cial officer for 
the City of Tulsa 
and oversee the fi-
nance department.

The Finance De-
partment administers centralized 
public financial functions for the 
city through seven divisions: ac-
counting, administration, budget 
and planning, city clerk’s office, 
purchasing, treasury and utility 
services.

Wagner currently leads the Office 
of Performance Strategy and Inno-
vation (OPSI) for Mayor Bynum, 
which is responsible for using data 
to align citywide strategies toward 
priority goals set by the mayor and 
city council. Through his team’s 
work, city employees are using data 
to empower better decision making 
while lowering barriers to adopting 
new and innovative practices.

Wagner fills a vacancy left by the 
passing of longtime City Finance 
Director Mike Kier in December.

Wagner has been instrumental in 
creating Tulsa’s first performance 
management system, TulStat, and 
received national recognition for 
his role in creating the Civic In-
novation Fellowship Urban Data 
Pioneers.

Most recently, Wagner helped 
acquire a $1 million grant from 
Bloomberg Philanthropies for the 
Greenwood Art Project and works 
with the Bloomberg Philanthro-
pies and Harvard City Leader-
ship Initiative to create technical 
approaches in building a stronger 
animal welfare system. He was 
also selected as a participant in the 
Results for America Local Gov-
ernment Fellows Program.

Shane Nel-
son, president of 
Action Staffing 
Group, has joined 
the OK2Grow 
board of direc-
tors.  He has been 
involved in Ok-
2Grow for sever-
al years. He says 
his involvement with OK2Grow 
stems from the opportunity to 
mentor and help educate Oklaho-
ma students. 

“To me, the bottom line is that 
students need opportunities and 
companies need employees,” said 
Nelson. “We have to work togeth-
er to make that happen and OK-
2Grow is a great place to do it.

“The available workforce in our 
country is shrinking every year but 
the number of jobs available is in-
creasing. Over the next 10 years, 
more than 2.5 million baby boom-
ers will be retiring and currently, 
there is a major gap of eligible 
candidates to replace them.  Ac-
cording to the department of labor, 
there will be a need for more than 
3.5 million jobs in the manufac-
turing field, with 2.5 million baby 
boomers retiring during the same 
period.  To address the issue, com-
panies have to work in partnership 
with organizations like OK2Grow 
to help educate students on avail-
able careers and the pathway to 
those careers.”

SMG has named 
Casey Sparks 
manager of BOK 
Center and Cox 
Business Center. 
Sparks most re-
cently served as 
the assistant gen-
eral manager for 
the BOK Center 
for five years.

Sparks began her career in Co-
lumbia, South Carolina at the 
Colonial Life Arena after grad-
uating with a degree in sport and 
entertainment management. Since 
then, she was recruited to AT&T 
Center, a 18,500-seat venue in 
San Antonio, Texas home of the 
NBA San Antonio Spurs before 
moving to Tulsa as the regional 
director of sales and marketing 
for 17 facilities, including BOK 
Center. Sparks was instrumental in 
BOK Center’s pre-opening venue 
development and grand opening 
plans, where she helped host 184 
events in the first 10 months of op-
eration. During her tenure, she led 
the new arena to be a national and 
international ranked facility for 
ticket sales. 

“It is an honor to continue to be 
part of this team,” said Sparks. 
“Cox Business Center and BOK 
Center are spectacular facilities 
with a reputation of being the 
best.” 

BOK Financial 
has named Susan 
Hermann, senior 
vice president, di-
rector, corporate 
communications. 

Hermann brings 
extensive knowl-
edge to BOK Fi-
nancial, having 
served 18 years with CoBiz Finan-
cial, most recently as the director of 
corporate communications. Prior to 
CoBiz Financial, Hermann worked 
in communications and communi-
ty relations for the Denver Metro 
Chamber of Commerce and The 
Reynolds and Reynolds Company.

Hermann, a longtime Colorado 
resident, will be based in BOK 
Financial’s corporate office in 
Denver.

BUSINESS & PEOPLE NOTES

ANDERSON WAGNER SPARKS

HERMANN

NELSON

FAGAN

This is real dental insurance from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company  
that helps pay for over 350 procedures – cleanings, fillings, crowns, even dentures.

• No annual maximum, no deductible
• See any dentist you want – including your own
• Over 50? Coverage as low as $1 per day

AW19-1034

*Individual Plan. Coverage not available in all states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/ certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. 
This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: 
P150OK; TN: P150TN)
6197

Call now to get this FREE Information Kit

1-855-496-9612     dental50plus.com/grtrtulsa

TM

Promo code N7017
*Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus $199 taxes & fees. Single supplement and seasonal surcharges may apply. 
Add-on airfare available. Offers apply to new bookings only, made by 5/31/19. Other terms and conditions may apply. Ask your 
Travel Consultant for details.

NATIONAL PARKS
OF THE
GOLDEN WEST
14 days
Departs Jun - Sep 2019

FROM
$1,849*

$1,599*

1-844-623-3185

NOBODY OFFERS 
MORE DISCOUNTS 
THAN FARMERS 

Call 918.921.9988 today! 
For Home, Auto, Life and Business.

CHARLIE JONES

Your Local Agent

6931 S 66TH EAST AVE # 220

TULSA, OK 74133

CJONES5@FARMERSAGENT.COM

https://agents.farmers.com/cjones5

 ■ Automobile insurance
 ■ Homeowners insurance
 ■ Life insurance

Restrictions apply. Discounts may vary. Not available in all states. See 
your agent for details. Insurance is underwritten by Farmers Insurance 
Exchange and other a�liated insurance companies. Visit farmers. com 
for a complete listing of companies. Not all insurers are authorized to 
provide insurance in all states. Coverage is not available in all states.
Life Insurance issued by Farmers New World Life Insurance Company, 
3120 139th Ave. SE, Ste. 300, Bellevue, WA 98005.

TCC Foundation Names
Leadership for 2019
Tulsa Community College 

Foundation has named a new ex-
ecutive committee and new mem-
bers to the Foundation Board for 
2019.

TCC Foundation Chair is Phil 
Lakin, Jr., Tulsa Community 
Foundation chief executive of-
ficer. He previously served on 
the executive committee for two 
years. The executive leadership 
committee also includes Vice 
Chair David Stratton, BOK Fi-
nancial Executive Vice President 
and Tulsa Commercial Banking 
Director and Secretary/Treasurer 
Tim Lyons, TTCU Federal Credit 
Union president and chief execu-
tive officer. Konnie Boulter, pro-
gram director, The Oxley Foun-
dation will serve as past chair.

“We value the time these ded-
icated business and community 
leaders give to the TCC Foun-
dation,” said Leigh B. Goodson, 
TCC president and chief execu-
tive officer. “The Foundation’s 
role is essential to the success of 
our students and we have an am-
bitious year ahead with the on-go-
ing Campaign for Completion, 
TCC’s first multi-year campaign, 
and the upcoming 50th Anniver-
sary celebration.”

New TCC Foundation Trustees 
for 2019 include: Scott Asbjorn-
son, AAON, Inc.; Jeff Brooks, 
Muscogee Creek Nation Casinos; 
Kevin Gross, Hillcrest Health-

Care System; Jennifer Jezek, 
York Electronic Systems, Inc.; 
Sean Kouplen, Regent Bank; and 
Jackie Price Johannsen, Price 
Family Properties. Each trustee 
is appointed for a three-year term.

The chief purpose of the foun-
dation, founded in 1970, is to 
support the college in its mission 
to provide university transfer and 
workforce development degrees 
and certificates. Each year, the 
foundation raises approximately 
$2 million for scholarships, pro-
grams and student development 
activities at TCC. Last year, the 
foundation launched its first ever 
multi-year fundraising campaign 
to remove navigational, finan-
cial and physical barriers while 
continuing the important work of 
support for scholarships, intern-
ships and projects. 

PHIL LAKIN
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Following World War II, new 
construction proliferated in Tulsa 
to meet a demand 
which had been 
growing since 
the depression 
of the 1930s. 
Although many 
a p a r t m e n t s 
were built, it 
was not until 
the 1960s that 
condominiums 
became a sig-
nificant project 
type. In 1965, 
Liberty Tow-
er appeared on 
Tulsa’s skyline.

At 254 feet, 
23 stories tall, 
Liberty Tow-
er was one of 
Tulsa’s earliest 
contemporary 
high-rise con-
dominium tow-
ers. Designed by Kelley-Mar-
shall Architects, it dominates the 
southwest corner of 15th Street 
and Boulder Avenue. Its formal 
address is 1502 S. Boulder Ave.

The building and its surface 
parking lot to the west, occupies 
an entire city block. The ameni-
ties provided at Liberty Tower 
are numerous. These include, 
a parking garage at lower level 
topped by an outdoor pool, des-
ignated guest parking, a small 

library, commercial office space, 
and a tenant lounge. A floor plate 

with a center double 
loaded corridor ac-
cessing units, both 
sides allows each 
to have a generous 
exterior balcony. 
Security is empha-
sized with a stra-
tegically placed 
on-site building 
management office 
suite and reception 
desk.

Liberty Tower’s 
exterior is a palate 
of shades of gray. 
The face of the 
base which is the 
first two floors at 
Boulder Avenue is 
gray brick punctu-
ated with two sto-
ry storefront with 
light colored span-
drels. At the west, 

due to the slope of the site, this 
base becomes three stories. Pe-
riodic vertical slits every four to 
six feet provide ventilation for the 
parking garage.

The tower rises off this base 
with an aggressive cantilever 
on the east (Boulder) and south. 
Four expanses of light gray rub-
ble faced masonry become ver-
tical pylons at the east and west 
elevations. These elevations are 
symmetrical. The pylons are sep-

arated by three vertical banks of 
metal railed balconies. Each bal-
cony is separated into two parts 
with a dividing partition.

Capping the tower is a simple 
overhanging roof with a thin flat 
fascia in a shade of pale gray. 

One of the notable images of 
Liberty Tower is its maintenance. 
The exterior is very clean. The 
public areas are pristine. They 
could have been finished out yes-
terday. Of course, this is an out-
ward expression of a very active 
condominium association, known 

in downtown property owner cir-
cles for its aggressive representa-
tion.

It’s not surprising that Liber-

ty Tower remains virtually full. 
Only occasionally do units come 
on the market for sale and when 
they do, they do not linger.
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On Architecture

By ROGER COFFEY, AIA

Courtesy

BIG DREAMS:  The Tulsa Dream Center recently hosted their 
second annual Night of Dreams gala at the Mayo Hotel to raise 
critical funds for the Dream Center’s LIFE (Literacy Is For Every-
one) program, an after school and summer reading program for 
at-risk youth in north Tulsa.  Night of Dreams committee members, 
back row from left, are Tulsa Dream Center Executive Director 
Aaron Johnson, Lauren Beach, Carmen Cavanaugh, Katy Schmelz 
and Denise Geuder.  Front row from left are Director of Develop-
ment Olivia Martin and Amber Johnson.

GAlA SuPPOrtS literAcy

Liberty Tower a Gateway to Tulsa Condominiums
Built in the Early 1960s, the 
High Rise Remains Popular

GTR Newspapers photo

NO VACANCY: Build in 1965, Liberty Tower was one of Tulsa’s earli-
est contemporary high-rise condominium towers. At 254 feet, 23 stories 
tall, the tower remains a popular residence in downtown Tulsa.
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Basball Returns to ONEOK Field! Drillers Home Opener is April 4.
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More Bank for Your Buck

Free Small Business Checking

6

C.S. LewiS’ The 
SCrewTape LeTTerS
Fellowship for 
Performing Arts
7 p.m. • March 28-30
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

TChaikovSky: The Man 
Behind The MuSiC
Tulsa Ballets
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

TChaikovSky: The Man 
Behind The MuSiC
Tulsa Ballets
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

TChaikovSky: The Man 
Behind The MuSiC
Tulsa Ballets
2:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

C.S. LewiS’ The 
SCrewTape LeTTerS
Fellowship for 
Performing Arts
3 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Brown Bag iT: Cyn-
Thia SiMMonS Trio: 
Jazz appreCiaTion 
MonTh
PAC Trust
12:10–12:50 p.m.
FREE event.

aMeriCan dreaMS
World Stage Theatre Co.
April 4 – 7
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

The wedding Singer
Theatre Tulsa
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Sarah parCak
Tulsa Town Hall
10:30 a.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

The wedding Singer
Theatre Tulsa
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

The wedding Singer
Theatre Tulsa
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

The wedding Singer
Theatre Tulsa
2 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Frank aBagnaLe
OSU-Tulsa  
Business Forums
10 a.m.

myticketoffice.com for tickets.

The wedding Singer
Theatre Tulsa
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

TriaL By Jury
Oklahoma Performing 
Arts Inc
2 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

raChManinoFF’S  
“SyMphoniC danCeS”
Tulsa Symphony
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

The wedding Singer
Theatre Tulsa
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Ask about fraud ID protection
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TuLSa oiLerS
vs. Utah
7:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsaoilers.com for more 
information.

TuLSa oiLerS
vs. Kalamazoo
7:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsaoilers.com for more 
information.

TuLSa oiLerS
vs. Kalamazoo
7:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsaoilers.com for more 
information.

TuLSa oiLerS
vs. Wichita
4:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsaoilers.com for more 
information.

goLden eagLeS vS.
Dallas  • 1 p.m.
Baseball
Visit oruathletics.com for info.

goLden eagLeS vS.
Purdue Ft Wayne  • 1 p.m.
Baseball
Visit oruathletics.com for info.

We Offer Health 
Savings Accounts

TuLSa iriSh FeSTivaL
Guthrie Green 
March 15-16 
Visit guthriegreen.com 

for info.

The dinner deTeCTive
The Hilton Garden Inn  
6 – 9 p.m. 
Visit thedinnerdetective.com 
for more information.

STudio SaTurdayS
Philbrook Museum 
12:30 p.m. 
Visit philbrook.org for more 
information.

John MeLLenCaMp
Brady Theater 
8 p.m. 
Visit bradytheater.com for 
more information.

pJ MaSkS Live: 
Save The day
BOK Center
6 p.m. 
Visit bokcenter.
com for more 
information.

Spring Break aT 
gaThering pLaCe: 
arT & MuSiC
ONEOK Boathouse
9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Visit gatheringplace.org for 
more information.

nCaa TournaMenT 
open praCTiCe 
SeSSionS
BOK Center
11 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
Visit bokcenter.com 
for more informa-
tion.

TraviS SCoTT
BOK Center
8 p.m. 
Visit bokcenter.com for more 
information.

aLaddin
Sand Springs Community Theater 
7 p.m. 
Visit sandspringstheatre.com 
for more information.

47Th annuaL 
SyMpoSiuM 
on The 
aMeriCan 
indian
University 
Center at NSU 
7 p.m. 
Visit nsuok.edu for more 
information.

Food For ThoughT 
LunCheon

Community Food Bank of 
Eastern Oklahoma  

12:30 – 1:30 p.m. 
Visit okfoodbank.org for more 
information.

TuLSa area pho-
TographiC SoCieTy - 
MonThLy MeeTing
Martin Regional Library

6:30 – 8:45 p.m. 
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

SpoTLighT ChiLdren’S 
TheaTre CrayonS iM-
prov CaMp
Spotlight Theatre 

8 a.m. – 4 p.m. • 
March 18-22
Visit crayonsimprov.
com for more infor-

mation.

SpLaSh Break
Oklahoma Aquarium 
March 18-22

Visit okaquarium.
org for more information.

JoBnewSuSa.CoM TuLSa 
JoB Fair
Renaissance Tulsa Hotel & 
Convention Center  
10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Visit jobfairsnearme.com for 
more information.

weezer and pixieS
BOK Center
7 p.m. 
Visit bokcenter.com for more 
information.

eurydiCe
Chapman Theatre on 
TU’s Campus 
8 p.m. 
Visit utulsa.edu /tutheatre for 
more information.

BadFiSh: a TriBuTe To 
SuBLiMe 
Cain’s Ballroom
7:30 p.m. 
Visit cainsballroom.com for 
more information.

ruSko 
Cain’s Ballroom
8 p.m. 
Visit cainsballroom.com for 
more information.

gLadyS knighT
The Joint at Hard Rock
8 p.m. 
Visit hardrockcasinotulsa.com 
for more information.

STS9 
Cain’s Ballroom
8 p.m. 
Visit cainsballroom.com 
for more information.

deaTh CaB For CuTie
Cain’s Ballroom
8 p.m. 
Visit cainsballroom.com for 
more information.

BaTTLe oF The BandS 
2019
Cain’s Ballroom
8 p.m. 
Visit cainsballroom.com for 
more information.

paT green 
Cain’s Ballroom
8 p.m. 
Visit cainsballroom.com for info.

deaTh gripS 
Cain’s Ballroom
8 p.m. 
Visit cainsballroom.com for info.

CarnivàLe iCône 
FeaTuring Snoop dogg, 
neLLy and ChroMeo
BOK Center
8 p.m. 
Visit bokcenter.com for more 
information.

TruTv iMpraCTiCaL 
JokerS
BOK Center
7:30 p.m. 
Visit bokcenter.com for more 
information.

aquariuM run 2019
Oklahoma Aquarium
8 a.m. 
Visit okaquarium.org for more 
information.

TuLSa CyBer SuMMiT 
2019
Hyatt Regency, downtown Tulsa 
All day
Visit utulsa.edu/cybercon for 
more information.

puddLeS piTy parTy
Cox Business Center Assembly Hall 
8 p.m. 
Visit bokcenter.com for more 
information.

aMeriCan girL Live
Cox Business Center Assembly Hall 
7 p.m. 
Visit bokcenter.com for more 
information.

nCaa Men’S diviSion 
i BaSkeTBaLL ChaM-

pionShip FirST & 
SeCond roundS
BOK Center
March 22-24 
Visit bokcenter.com for 

more information.
MuddFeST wiTh 

puddLe oF Mudd
Brady Theater

6 p.m. 
Visit bradytheater.com 
for more information.

hozier 
Brady Theater
8 p.m. 
Visit bradytheater.com for 
more information.

needToBreaTh: aCouS-
TiC Live Tour 
Brady Theater
7 p.m. 
Visit bradytheater.com for info.

SMaSh MouTh
Osage Casino’s Skyline Event 
Center 
6 p.m. 
Visit osagecasino.com for more 
information.

wayne Brady
River Spirit Casino Tulsa
6 p.m. 
Visit riverspirittulsa.com for 
more information.

BreakBeaT poeTS 
wriTing workShop (aLL 
LeveLS)
Center for Poets and Writers  
at OSU-Tulsa 
2 – 4:30 p.m. 
Visit tulsa.okstate.edu for more 
information.

Funday Sunday 
Gilcrease Museum 
12 – 4 p.m. 
Visit gilcrease.org for info.

2019 akC 
naTionaL agiLiTy 
ChaMpionShip
Expo Square
March 15 – 17 
Visit www.akc.org for 
more information.

SToryTiMe aT gaThering 
pLaCe
Gathering Place 
10 a.m. 
Visit gatheringplace.org for 
more information.
Jazz nighT
Gilcrease Museum 
5:30 –7:30 p.m. 
Visit gilcrease.org for more 
information.

Food For ThoughT 
LunCheon
Community Food Bank of East-
ern Oklahoma 
12:30 – 1:30 p.m. 
Visit okfoodbank.org for more 
information.

pawS For reading
Herman and Kate Kaiser 
Library 
3:30 – 5 p.m. 
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

anxieTy ManageMenT 
SupporT group
 Mental Health Association 

Oklahoma  
6:30 – 7:30 p.m. 
Visit mhaok.org for more 
information.

weST TuLSa duLCi-
Mer CLuB
Zarrow Regional 

Library 
6 – 8 p.m. 
Visit tulsalibrary.org 
for more information.

MuSiC MondayS
Central Library 
11 – 11:30 a.m. 
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

BookS SandwiChed in: 
“SapienS: a BrieF hiS-
Tory oF huMankind”
Central Library 
12:10 – 12:50 p.m. 
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

heaLTh-Care 
appLiCaTion 
aSSiSTanCe
Central Library 
9 a.m. – 12 p.m. 
Visit tulsalibrary.
org for more infor-
mation.

STeaM workShop
Central Library 
2 – 3 p.m. 
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

TuLSa MaSTer garden-
erS LunCh & Learn: 
Spring garden TipS”
Central Library 
12:10 – 12:50 p.m. 
Visit 
 tulsal-
ibrary.
org for 
more info.

TuLSa MaSTer gar-
denerS LunCh and 
Learn: FruiT 
TreeS
Central Library 
12:10 – 12:50 p.m. 
Visit tulsali-
brary.org for 
more information.

an evening wiTh 
Mariko TaMaki: woMen 
in CoMiCS
Central Library 
7 – 8:30 p.m. 
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

So you wanT 
To Make a 
Movie?
 Ahha Tulsa
7 –9 p.m. 
Visit tulsa.okstate.edu 
for more information.
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New Name. Same Bank.

proFeSSor SMarT 
(young aT arT SerieS)
PAC Trust
11:30 a.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

proFeSSor SMarT 
(young aT arT SerieS)
PAC Trust
11:30 a.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

proFeSSor SMarT 
(iMaginaTion SerieS)
PAC Trust
7 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

April

30
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BROKEN ARROW NEWS

B.A. Chamber Hires V.P. of Economic Development

The Broken Arrow Chamber and 
Economic Development Corpora-
tion have announced and officially 
welcomed Darla Heller as the vice 
president of economic develop-
ment. 

Darla Heller is an economic 
developer with 18 years of expe-
rience demonstrating a history 
of working with state, local and 
regional economic development 
organizations to help grow Okla-
homa’s economy by fostering job 
creation and capital investment. 
She has a positive track record 
of effective organizational man-

agement, securing and managing 
public and private sector funds, 
advocating for legislative prior-
ities, engaging corporate boards 
and being accountable to a diverse 
and engaged public. 

Heller graduated from The Uni-
versity of Tulsa, the University 
of Oklahoma’s Economic Devel-
opment Institute and Leadership 
Broken Arrow. Most recently she 
served as the executive director of 
the Northeast Oklahoma Regional 
Alliance (NORA). NORA is a re-
gional economic and community 
development organization focused 

on workforce development, lead-
ership advancement, legislative 
advocacy and community build-
ing for the 14 counties of north-
east Oklahoma. Heller has held 
positions at the Oklahoma De-
partment of Commerce, Wagon-
er County, Muskogee Economic 
Development Authority and the 
Tulsa Regional Chamber of Com-
merce. She and her husband, John-
ny Heller, live in Wagoner County 
with their two children, Bruce and 
Claire.

“I have long admired the work 
being done in Broken Arrow re-
volving around job creation and 
retention,” said Heller. “I look for-
ward to hitting the ground running 
and being of service to all business 
and industry in Broken Arrow’s 
growing industrial, healthcare, re-

tail and service industries. Further-
more, I am excited to be joining a 
team environment at the Chamber 
staff where there is a strong work-
ing relationship with city, county 
and state officials. Broken Arrow 
has experienced so much success 
over the years and is now on the 
threshold of many future wins due 
in large part to the Chamber, BA 
EDC and city leadership. To say 
that I am honored to be of service 
to this great community would be 
an understatement.”

According to a B.A. Chamber 
spokesperson, “Broken Arrow is 
a thriving city with a bright future 
and we are excited to bring some-
one on board to help us continue 
that growth and make Broken Ar-
row a better place to work, play 
and live.”

Darla Heller Brings
Strong Background

DARLA HELLER

B.A. City
Council
Candidates

The B.A. Chamber will host a Candidate 
Forum on Tuesday, March 26 at Central on 
Main from 6-8 p.m. This forum is open to 
the public (no registration required).

Election day will be on Tuesday, April 2. 
For more information on how or where to 
vote, visit brokenarrowok.gov.
Councilmember, Ward No. 3 

Non partisan
Christi Gillespie
Mike Lester
Jeremy Lippiatt
Scott F. Lowry
 

Councilmember, Ward No. 4
Non partisan
Scott Eudey
Britni Husband
 

Councilmember at Large
Non partisan

Laura Ann Denktasah
Joy C. Ololo
Johnnie D. parks
William Vaughn

The Museum 
B.A. Hosts 
Talitha Jacobs 
Art Exhibit 
Through Apr. 3

The Museum Broken Arrow is hosting 
hometown artist Talitha Jacobs in an exhibit 
which opened March 7 and continues until 
April 3, according to Julie Brown, executive 
director.

“The Museum Broken Arrow is thrilled 
to host Broken Arrow native Talitha Ja-
cobs’ first Broken Arrow exhibit. Her 
talent is something Broken Arrow should 
take great pride in. Here at the museum, 
we have a passion for art and history. Our 
goal is to make the two collide by show-
casing a variety of artists and artifacts 

throughout the year,” Brown said.
According to her bio, “Talitha Jacobs is a 

mixed media artist who specializes in dog 
and other animal portraits. She is known for 
using bright, bold acrylics and gains most 
of her inspiration from nature and her deep 
Oklahoma roots. She strives to create pieces 
of art that ensue happiness, hope and won-
derment.

“She currently is taking time off from 
teaching to pursue her dream of being a 
full-time artist. She resides in Broken Ar-
row with her husband and three children and 
works from her home studio.”

For additional information, contact the 
Museum at 918-258-2616.

         
Motorcycle 
Safety Course 

The Broken Arrow Police Department’s 
popular motorcycle safety course will re-
sume on March 24.

“Share the Road” is designed for experi-
enced riders and is taught by seasoned po-
lice motorcycle officers. It focuses on ef-
fective turning, obstacle avoidance, braking 
and more.

Dates are March 24, April 7 and 28. Ad-
vanced classes for graduates will be held on 
June 9 and Sept. 8.

All classes will be from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
at the Events Park, 21101 E. 101st St. For 
more information go to BrokenArrowOK.
gov/Share the Road or call 918-259-2400, 
ext. 8692.

Statement on
South B.A. 
Reasor’s

The following is from B.A. City Manag-
er Michael Spurgeon concerning the South 
B.A. Reasor’s closure:

“City administrators today learned of the 
business decision made by Reasor’s Gro-
cery stores to close its location near Elm 
and New Orleans in south Broken Arrow by 
the end of April. While we are not neces-
sarily surprised by the company’s decision, 
we are extremely disappointed to hear the 
announcement.

 “City staff has been in constant communi-
cation with Mr. Reasor and his company for 
the last year regarding this location. In these 
discussions, the city would have considered 
possible incentives to keep the store open. 
However, Mr. Reasor conveyed that the size 

of the space simply no longer works for 
their store model, and they made a business 
decision not to put money into a building 
(which Reasor’s does not own) that does not 
meet their needs.

 “We will continue to work with Reasor’s 
to find a suitable location in the southern 
part of Broken Arrow so that our residents 
can continue to buy their groceries conve-
niently.

“Today’s disappointing news does not de-
tract from the City’s ongoing commitment 
to the revitalization of the Elm and New Or-
leans corridor. Our consultant-led study into 
ideas for revitalization continues and a re-
port will be available in the coming months. 
We are excited about what the future of this 
intersection may hold.”

FEMA Approves 
B.A.  Storm Shelter 
Rebate Program

The Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) has awarded a grant worth 
$328,000 to the City of Broken Arrow. 
These funds will offset the cost of installing 
storm shelters for 164 homeowners.

“This is very exciting, that we have feder-
al tax dollars coming back into our commu-
nity to help save lives,” said City Manager 
Michael Spurgeon. “We hope to continue 
participating in this program in the future to 
allow more residents the opportunity to take 
advantage of the rebate.”

The City of Broken Arrow received more 
than 300 applications last October, when it 
held two meetings to announce details of 
the Safe Room Rebate Program, which is 
managed by the Oklahoma Department of 
Emergency Management (OEM). The pro-
gram allows homeowners who would like 
to install a safe room the chance to earn 
a rebate of up to $2,000. Qualifying res-
idents must own their own home, live in 
the city limits and not be located in a flood 
zone.

The City will begin contacting homeown-
ers who were approved for a grant. They are 
required to attend another meeting to get in-
structions for receiving their rebate check. 
The meetings will be held on March 28 and 
April 2 at 7:00 p.m. at the Public Safety 
Complex, 1101 N. 6th Street. Attendance at 
only one meeting is required.

Rockets Over Rhema
Show Cancelled

One of Broken Arrow’s most endearing 
traditions – Rockets Over Rhema – has been 
cancelled.

“Thank you for your support over these 
last 20 years,” the organization’s website 
states. “2018 was the last year for Rockets 
Over Rhema.”

The ministry decided to end the show after 
the last event in July and notified the city of 
Broken Arrow. A Rhema spokesman said a 
“number of factors” contributed to the deci-
sion to end the fireworks show.

The annual event, which began in 2003, 
attracted 50,000-60,000 people each year 
and featured a car show, concession stands, 
inflatables and games for kids.

It was held on the Rhema Bible Training 
College’s campus at 1025 W. Kenosha.

Cooking, roCk Climbing, art, 
engineering, sewing, musiC, sports, and 

more for 1st - 12th grades!

riverfield Country day sChool
918.446.3553 • riverfield.org


