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Almaden Little League
celebrates opening day

By Lorraine Gabbert
Senior Staff Writer

Excitement filled the air
as baseball players
dressed in uniform ea-

gerly awaited their turn to
parade onto the field with
their team flags held high. As
rousing music played and
players and coaches were
announced by name, the teams
proudly took their places
around the baseball dia-
mond. This was Opening Day
for Almaden Little League (LL)
at Greystone Park.

“Bringing back opening day
for Almaden Little League
was an amazing experience,”
says Board member Nick
Blozan. “For the first time in
over ten years, we brought

together every player from T-
Ball through Juniors (ages 4
through 15) on our amazing
new Majors field. Watching
the older players high-five the
little ones as they came on
the field was very cool. The
vibe was electric, and it felt
like all of Almaden was there
supporting us. What a great
way to kick off the 2019 sea-
son!”

“It was so exciting to see all
the players,” says resident
Vanessa Fiske. “They’re going
to have a lot of fun out here,”
adds Clay Fiske. “It was good
to see all the teams gathered
at once and to see the whole
league.” 

Opening Day was also the
start of a new chapter for

Almaden Little League.
Announcer Jacob Lee, who
plays in the Juniors division,
set the scene. “The field has
been trimmed, the chalk has
been precisely painted and
the dirt is smooth and ready
for playing,” he says. “Beyond
the center field wall, the
American flag stands high as
a salute to our great nation
and the game that has be-
come America’s true past-
time. From youngsters who
are swinging the bat for the
first time, to grandparents
who have coached multiple
generations, all are gathered
here to welcome a new day for
Almaden baseball…Let the
ceremonies begin.”

See LITTLE LEAGUE, page 10

Johnny Khamis
announces his 
candidacy for State
Senate at kickoff rally

By William Bellou
Publisher 

Several hundred enthu-
siastic supporters cheer-
ed Johnny Khamis as

he formally announced his
candidacy for California’s
Senate District 15 at a recent
kickoff rally at the Campbell
Community Center.

Khamis, who currently rep-
resents Almaden Valley and
Blossom Valley (District 10)
on the San Jose City Council,
said he is running for State
Senate as an independent

because it’s time that we put
people ahead of political par-
ties.  

“It's time for leaders to ask
tough questions, demand
results, and work for our
community, not for political
parties.” 

“The problems we face have
no party affiliation nor do 

See KHAMIS, page 6

The Cliburn has
announced that
Sarah Tuan (right)

from Almaden Valley is
among 24 competitors
invited to participate
in the 2019 Cliburn
International Junior
Piano Competition and
Festival, taking place
May 31–June 8, 2019,
in Dallas, Texas.

Sarah Tuan, 16,
finds the music of
Chopin and Rachman-
inoff particularly perti-
nent to her life as an Asian-
American girl. “Their music
expresses a sense of longing
and a desire to belong, which
reminds me of my two cultur-
al identities and how I belong
to both worlds,” said Sarah.  

A current student of Ning
An, she made her concerto
debut at 10 and recital debut
at 12. Sarah has won several

competitions in California, as
well as the Philadelphia
International Piano Compet-
ition, and has been featured
on NPR’s From the Topand
Philadelphia’s WRTI FM 90.1. 

The Valley Christian High
School junior loves cooking
(she specializes in handmade
knife-cut noodles), origami,

See TUAN, page 8

“The field has been trimmed, the chalk has been precisely painted and the dirt is smooth and ready for playing,” said
Announcer Jacob Lee, setting the scene for the new season. Photo courtesy of Nick Blozan

PLAY BALL!

Sarah Tuan of Almaden to compete
in 2019 Cliburn International Junior
Piano Competition and Festival
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By William Bellou
Publisher

Adiverse group of 25 students
recruited through college career
centers at various Bay Area high

schools participated in a week long
entrepreneurship camp last month hosted
by Ronak Appanagari and Keya Kad-
akia, both sophomores from Evergreen
Valley High School.

Industry speakers from startup com-
panies (VoiceBase and Vimana), fast
growing companies (Facebook and
Finisar), and well established organiza-
tions (Intel and SF 49ers) laid the foun-
dation for the student’s entrepreneur-
ship mindset and skillset and prepared
them to present business pitches based
on their own ideas. 

Ronak is working towards creating
HI-STEEM learning initiative (high
school students STEM with entrepre-
neurship), teamed up with Keya as vol-
unteer officers to run Shooting Stars
non-profit foundation’s flagship entre-
preneurship camp.

“STEM education with focus on sci-
ence, technology, engineering, and
math skills is a widely known initiative
with several programs being integrated
into high school classrooms. An equally
important area for high school students
would be learning an entrepreneurship
mindset and skill set, by introducing
the HI-STEEM learning initiative (High
school STEM with entrepreneurship).
This would instill confidence in them to
be better prepared for college, empower
them to start the application of STEM
principles towards creating successful
products, and have an impact on our
future in the way we live and work,”
said Ronak. “Another anticipated by-
product of this HI-STEEM initiative would
be an increase in the diversity of future
company founders and business lead-
ers with more representation from
women and underserved communities
as demonstrated by this camp with
nearly 50 percent girl participants and
20 percent camp participants from low
income schools.” 

“The Entrepreneurship camp enabled
us to progress the HI-STEEM learning
initiative and at the same time achieve
the mission of Shooting Stars non-prof-
it, which is, ‘enabling access of educa-

tion for one generation, we can empow-
er them to break cycle of poverty’,” said
Keya. “This camp addressed the mis-
sion by providing opportunity to stu-
dents from low income neighborhood
schools in San Jose and also raised the
funds towards sponsorship of full col-
lege education of two first generation
students, one from Nakuru, Kenya
going to attend Rift Valley College, and
another from Maharashtra, India going
to attend Sastra Deemed university,”
said Ronak.

With prior training from Venture-
lab.org, MIT LaunchX online course,
and Shooting Stars volunteer mentors,
Ronak and Keya coached the camp par-
ticipants with topics such as Entrepre-
neurship mindset, skillset, and various
components required for a business
pitch (mission, idea generation, design
thinking, prototype, test of product,
customer, marketing strategies, and
revenue model). Students then brain-
stormed on several ideas ranging from
business, non-profit, to problems being
faced in the community. Teams were
created based on the alignment of their
ideas, followed by industry speaker
training with presentation slides, work-
shops, whiteboard lessons, and Q&A
interactions in sessions spread across

the entire week.
Senior Marketing executive from

VoiceBase (AI analytics based Startup)
and founder of Vimana (Networking
device to enable safe internet access for
children) covered end-to-end entrepre-
neurship topics, from how a real-life
problem led to starting a company, hir-
ing talent, and benefits and challenges
of a startup. Senior VP executive from
Finisar corp covered the fundamentals
of Product development cycle (develop-
ment to manufacturing stages of prod-
uct). A panel of speakers from Facebook
introduced company culture, VR tech-
nology, networking lab, data center
strategy and how to design to scale
faster.

A full tour of Levi’s Stadium intro-
duced the students to the business side
of football with the San Francisco 49ers
organization, such as predictable rev-
enue models, corporate suites, seat
licensing, and dynamic pricing strate-
gies. Marketing and community rela-
tion executives also covered different
marketing strategies, signing of players,
and the importance and methods of
community customer relations.

Speakers from Intel Venture Capital
spoke about financial planning, raising

See CAMP, page 12
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A full tour of Levi’s Stadium  introduced the students to the business side of football with the San Francisco
49ers organization, such as predictable revenue models, corporate suites, seat licensing, and dynamic
pricing strategies.

Entrepreneurship camp hosted for high school students
partnering with Silicon Valley industry experts
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Khamis
Continued from page 1
they have a party solution,” said
Khamis. “As an independent, I will
work with colleagues on both sides of
the aisle to improve public safety by
closing loopholes that have led to a
rise in burglaries and car thefts. I will
call on my experience as a VTA board
member to help find and fund local
solutions to our traffic congestion
problems.” 

Fiscal responsibility
Khamis is an advocate of fiscal

responsibility.  He collaborated with
his colleagues on the San Jose City
Council on reforms to refinance $2B
in debt and save $32M in interest per
year. While serving on the Board of
the Valley Transportation Authority,
he insisted on an audit that uncov-
ered $3M annually in unsubstantiat-
ed reimbursement to one vendor.  

“I have consistently worked to apply
fiscal responsibility to our San Jose
budgets as a member of the San Jose
City Council, said Khamis. “Although
intended as a criticism by some, I
take great pride in being labeled ‘The
Numbers Guy’ on the City Council,”
said Khamis. “Having grown up in a

low-income family, I came to under-
stand and appreciate the enormous
value of sound money management.
It's not good enough to throw money
at a problem without planning and
accountability. New taxes and fees
should not be our first and last
answer to solve every problem. I have
been asked to support many taxes;
those that I have supported had well-
defined accountability measures.
Conversely, many new taxes and fees
have been levied that show no results
and are placing the affordability of
our area out of the reach of middle
and lower income earners.”

Endorsements
Khamis has received a number of

endorsements, including former San
Jose Mayor Chuck Reed; Charles
"Chappie" Jones, San Jose District 1
Councilmember; Lan Diep, San Jose
District 4 Councilmember; Dev Davis,
San Jose District 6  Councilmember;
Pam Foley, San Jose District 9
Councilmember;  Los Gatos Mayor,
Steven Leonardis; Howard Miller,
Saratoga Councilmember; Kimberley
Meek, San Jose Unified District
Board Member; Chuck Page, former
Mayor of Saratoga; Liang Chao, Vice
Mayor Cupertino; and Rowena
Turner, Vice Mayor of Monte Sereno.  

Height increases for
downtown San Jose and
Diridon Station approved
by City lawmakers

The San Jose City Council City last
week unanimously approved height
increases of up to 35 feet downtown
and up to 150 feet in the Diridon
Station.

Airport commissioners and city offi-
cials debated the impact of the pro-
posed increase on nearby Mineta San
Jose International Airport for months,
and proponents of an alternative plan
called ‘Scenario 10B’ –failed to win
support, which called for only a 55 ft.

increase for Diridon Station. 
The reason for the call for only a 55

ft. increase at Diridon Station was the
argument that height limit would be
the threshold of the airspace required
by airplanes for emergency landings
during inclement weather if one
engine fails. They also argued it could
have a financial impact on the air-
port. But the Airline Pilot’s Associ-
ation said the financial impact was
minimal.

“We want to stop growing out and
start growing up,” said San Jose City
Mayor Sam Liccardo.  “We’re going to
preserve our open spaces, our hill-
sides and we’re going to grow the way
cities should grow.”

“As an independent, I will work with colleagues on both sides of the aisle to improve public safety by
closing loopholes that have led to a rise in burglaries and car thefts,” Khamis said.
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Tuan
Continued from page 1
bubble milk tea, cats, and researching
U.S. politics.

Sarah says: “In a world with social
standards and expectations of ‘contain-
ing yourself,’ it is hard to express real,
raw emotion and tell a story that people
can truly accept and feel. That is why
music is important to everyone—it does-
n’t judge, it doesn’t criticize, and it will
never abandon the people it befriends.”

The 2019 Cliburn Junior competitors
hail from all over the world, representing
11 countries: the United States (7),
China (5), Japan (4), Canada (3), Hong
Kong (2), Armenia, Australia, Austria,
Russia, South Korea, and Taiwan
(includes three dual representations).
They range in age from 13 to 17 with two
13-, four 14-, seven 15-, five 16-, and six
17-year-olds. A selection jury chose the 24
competitors from an impressive applicant
pool of 230 young pianists from 32 coun-
tries, through online applications and video
submissions of 15 to 20 minutes.

The first three rounds will be held at
Caruth Auditorium at SMU and the
Final Round performance with the
Dallas Symphony Orchestra conducted
by Ruth Reinhardt at the Morton H.
Meyerson Symphony Center.

About the 2019 Junior Competition
and Festival

The 2019 Cliburn International Junior
Competition and Festival was estab-
lished in 2015 as another means for the
Cliburn to use its standing and expertise
to encourage tomorrow’s great artists, to

provide a valuable forum for them to
express themselves, and to give them an
entrance to the next step of their jour-
neys. Key ingredients are top competi-
tors, international jurors, worldwide
media coverage and webcast, Final
Round performances with orchestra,
and festival atmosphere, which includes
performance experience and artistic
workshops—all put into place to make
the program significantly useful for stu-
dents with aspirations of being profes-
sional musicians.

Webcast
All performances will be webcast live

and free at Cliburn.org to a large inter-
national audience, with hosts providing
commentary, interviews, and behind-
the-scenes features. The first edition in
2015 have topped 250,000 to date, with
over 1.7M minutes watched across 170
countries.

The Prizes 
The first-prize winner will receive a

cash award of $15,000; second prize is
$10,000; and third prize is $5,000. All
three top prizes will also include $2,000
scholarships, and community residency
and mentorship opportunities with the
Cliburn. 

Key dates 
May 31–June 1, 2019 – Preliminary

Round (SMU)
June 2–3, 2019 – Quarterfinal Round

(SMU)
June 5–6, 2019 – Semifinal Round

(SMU)
June 8, 2019 – Final Round and

Awards Ceremony (Meyerson)

By Mary Cannon
Special to the Times

The concert hall at San Jose State
University was lit with a golden
glow as over 200 6th-8th graders

on stage from Castillero Middle School
sat still with bows poised. 

Onlookers included a sold out audi-
ence, a team of parent and teacher vol-
unteers, a dozen high school musicians
and mentors, a local sketch artist, sev-
eral principal players from the
Cambrian Symphony, and Bay Area
pros. All were waiting for the cue, a
knowing nod and brisk wave of con-
ductor Mr. Scott Krijnen’s arms. With
that began Castillero Middle School’s
annual Four Seasons Concert. 

Among the players were Indigo
Orchestra students, beginners who
may have never held an instrument
before they arrived in Mr. Krijnen’s
class. Tackling “Hot Cross Buns” at last
year’s fall concert, this January they
impressively played “Quintus” by Larry
Clark, “Tango Mariana” by Joseph
Compello, and jazzy “Pink Panther” by
Henry Mancini. Second and third year
musicians in the Avant Orchestra
played whimsical “Powerhouse” by
Raymond Scott, Longfeld’s “Momenti-
um” and Turner’s “Funky, Funky,
Funky.” Musicians with years of experi-
ence made up Castillero’s Chamber
Orchestra, which beautifully played
Reznicow’s “American Sketches” and
Newbold’s “Perseus.” The Chamber
musicians also had a chance to demon-
strate their mastery of the first and
third movements of Mozart’s Disso-
nance Quartet accompanied by the
guest professional players from the
Cambrian Symphony.  The evening was
made complete with three pieces played
by the combined orchestras, Richard
Stephan’s “Vanguard Overture,” Thom
Sharp’s ”Shadows in the House,” and
“Uptown Funk” which ended the con-
cert on a high note with a full audience
celebration.

The Four Seasons Concert was not
only the largest fundraiser for Cast-

illero’s orchestras, it was also an oppor-
tunity to witness “what students, par-
ents and educators can do when we
work to inspire each other,” says Mr.
Krijnen. Following his direction, Mr.
Krijnen’s students learn major life skills
including how to collaborate and sup-
port one another with kindness in their
search for excellence. 

Local sketch artist, Suhita Shirodkar
was also inspired during the Four
Seasons event.  She visited backstage
and captured special moments for her
blog, “Sketch Away: Travels with My
Sketchbook.”

Whether in concert or in his class-
room, a key to Mr. Krijnen’s teaching
style and to the success of the program
is the mentoring opportunities he cre-
ates between his students of various
levels and within the arts community at
large. Castillero’s advanced Orchestra
students mentor and support new and
less experienced students as helpful
stand partners. Former Castillero
Orchestra students return to support
younger students during their concerts
by helping fix and tune instruments
and even serving younger students din-
ner. Local principal players bring their
artistry and enthusiasm to the class-
room and events to motivate, challenge,
and guide young musicians. Essential
to creating a strong mentoring commu-
nity is open and equal access.

A core value of Castillero Middle
School’s music programs is all students
who are interested in learning an
instrument have access to music edu-
cation. Further, students will never be
denied access to a musical education
due to their financial circumstances.
Students are provided free access to
instruments and most will have one to
use in the classroom and another for
home practice. Castillero’s community
support may even come in the form of
financial aid for uniforms and other
necessities for students.

Community support for Castillero’s
performing arts (including band, choir,

See CONCERT, page 12

Over 200 6th-8th graders perform on stage from Castillero Middle School at the Four Seasons Concert,
performed at San Jose State University.

Castillero Middle School Orchestra Four
Seasons Concert inspires community
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Little League
Continued from page 1

The upgraded fields made the cere-
mony even more meaningful. “It feels
amazing to finally be out on the field
that Almaden’s worked so hard to pre-
pare,” says AAA Almaden Dodgers
Coach Brian Montali. “They’ve taken a
lot of time to upgrade the AAA and
Majors fields. It’s important for the
youth to feel a part of the community
and doing it like this is so crucial to
ensuring that.” 

The renovated fields were the result
of concentrated effort by Almaden
Little League’s Board and community
volunteers. “It was Pete's vision and
extremely hard work that transformed
our fields,” says Blozan.

“It makes me feel good knowing cur-
rent players, past players and families
appreciate the new fields,” says
League Vice President Pete Fuqua.
“It's a great feeling when you put a
tremendous amount of time and effort
into something…seeing people's reac-
tion and smiles. Like I always tell
[Almaden resident and coach] Joel
Christensen, who donated as much
time as I did in helping to renovate
these fields, ‘We are Men for Others.’
This is not about who did the work
but who we did the work for. It was for
the boys and girls that will be able to
use these fields today and for years to
come. It is for the community, so that
they can have a place to come to and
feel proud.”

After the teams were fully arrayed,
those gathered removed their hats
and faced the American flag for the
singing of the National Anthem, a
baseball tradition. Former Almaden
Little League player Vincent Contini
had that honor and sang beautifully. 

A Special Presentation 
The presentation included acknowl-

edgement of Almaden Little League’s
achievements.

“Each year, District 12—which
includes Almaden LL, Willow Glen LL,
San Jose American LL, Saratoga LL,

Los Gatos LL, Quito LL, Cambrian
Park LL, Branham Hills LL and Union
LL—hosts the prestigious Tourna-
ment of Champions,” says Le. “A five-
day, single-elimination, grueling tour-
nament that tests each team’s abili-
ties, pitching and stamina. For the
first time in history, both the Majors
and AAA District 12 champions hailed
from Almaden. And in
fact, our 12-year-old
Majors All-Star team
took the District All-
Stars Championship and
went on to take the
Section 5 Title and ad-
vance to the state cham-
pionship.”

As the teams were
mentioned, they prome-
naded across the dia-
mond, holding their
banners aloft and grin-
ning from ear-to-ear.

“It was also really cool
that they recognized the
two Almaden Tourna-
ment of Champions
teams, Majors Yankees
and AAA Cubs, that won
the District 12 tour-
naments last season,”
says Blozan, “Plus, the

12s All-Star team that won the
District 12 and Section 5 tourna-
ments last year. A bunch of those kids
came back for the ceremony, even
though some have aged out of the
league.” 

Special Thanks 
Blozan took time to thank those

who had a great impact on the teams,
including Almaden Umpire-in-Chief
Mark Houde, Head Player Agent Jim
Coffey and Director of Coaching Ron
Hallagan. He shared his appreciation
for the efforts of new Board Members
Rikki Quevedo and Jen Primmer.
“Without these two ladies,” he said,
“we wouldn’t be having this event. We
thank them for their organization,
effort, and everything they put into it.
Rikki is also in charge of organizing
our sponsors and Jen is running our
snack shack and she’s doing some
amazing things.” 

Blozan went on to thank Fuqua for
reinvigorating the fields. “I couldn’t be
more amazed and impressed with how
our fields look today,” he said. “This is
mainly driven by Pete Fuqua. When
he talked about getting these fields
upgraded, a lot of us wondered how
much we could get done, and I think
we’ve all been blown away. I also want
to give a huge shout-out to his father-

in-law, Bob Gray, who built and
installed the AAA equipment shed and
the Majors and AAA score booths. He
also installed the bull pen mounds on
both fields. He comes out and donates
his time to make our fields so trans-
formative and fantastic and I can’t
thank him enough.”

Coach Ryan Laubach was recog-
nized for his company, Legacy
Roofing, providing the materials and
labor for the roofing of the sheds and
scoreboards. “They look great and we
appreciate it,” said Blozan. League
sponsor Elcor Electric donated and
installed the new scoreboard on the
AAA field. “We never had a sign for
AAA before this year,” said Blozan.
“Now, we have a fantastic electronic
scoreboard.”

“I’m extremely excited with the new
blood we’ve brought onto our board
and I’m super excited about the trans-
formation we’ve done with the sheds
and the fields and equipment,” he
said. “It’s amazing to see what some
dedicated volunteers can do. But most
of all, I’m excited when I look out here
and I see kids from the ages of four-
years-old up to 15. We’ve got a bunch
of kids that love baseball and we can’t
wait to get out and play!” 

Drone photo below courtesy of Nick Blozan

As championship teams were mentioned, they promenaded across the diamond, holding their banners aloft. Photos courtesy of Lisa Fuqua
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Concert
Continued from page 8
drama, dance, and orchestra) is
another element leading to success.
For parents who were avid elemen-
tary school volunteers, finding a place
to share their time and talents in mid-
dle school can be daunting. Through
the performing arts programs at
Castillero Middle School parents can
remain a strong presence in their
child’s education. As an example,
Karen Lin joined the Castillero Music
Booster Club (CMBC) and actively
supports the orchestra. She reminds
parents they are “needed all the more
[when our children enter middle
school], just in different ways.” There
is room for every parent who is inter-
ested in supporting the arts and other
programs at Castillero Middle School.
If a parent has a few hours to hand
out uniforms, a dedicated day to
chaperone an event, or even more
time to dive in and be a central part of
CMBC, they can do a great service for

students. Just like the Four Seasons
Concert, the Castillero Middle School
community is much more fun when it
ends with a full audience participa-
tion.

• Thank you to Principal Players:
Nina Han, Vita Year, Sung Choi, and
Matt Fredericksen for being integral
parts of the Castillero Middle School
Community and participating in the
Four Seasons Concert.

• Thank you to Bay Area Sketch
Artist Suhita Shirodkar (see blog,
“Sketch Away: Travels with my
Sketchbook” on WordPress.com) for
capturing and sharing the event. 

• Contact Castillero Music Booster
Club (CMBC) cmbcpresident@gmail.
com for ways to get involved and sup-
port Visual and Performing Arts at
Castillero.

• Visit cambriansymphony.org for
information regarding Cambrian
Symphony‘s concert March 30, 2019
(7:30pm at SJSU). Free.

• Keep an eye out for next year’s
Four Seasons Concert, January
2020.

Camp
Continued from page 4
the capital, and branding and mar-
keting, covered by the Intel commu-
nications group. An introduction to
emerging technologies such as AI
covered by Intel AIPG group. Design
thinking strategies and leadership
topics were covered by architects
and leaders from Intel CIG IP tech-
nology group. Students had a great
time enjoying campus experience
and workshops, as well as learning
topics related to entrepreneurship,
values, and culture to stay as a suc-
cessful business for more than 50
years.

Students collaborated in teams to
refine their ideas with feedback from
Intel speakers and camp coaches,
did market research, financial mod-
eling, and concluded the camp by
presenting their business pitches to
judges from Intel Capital venture,
CIG groups in areas ranging from
business, non-profit, to the prob-
lems being faced in the community.
Upon successful camp experience,
to continue their journey, they left
camp with a snapshot of a great
quote in Intel Museum by co-
founder Robert Noyce, “Don’t be
encumbered by history. Go off and
do something wonderful.” 

The Entrepreneurship camp is
fully documented and scalable. For
more information about volunteer-
ing or organizing future entrepre-
neurship camps anywhere in the
U.S., visit  www.shooting-stars-
foundation.org Shooting Stars
Foundation is a 501(c)3 organiza-
tion which enables educational
opportunities for underprivileged
scholars around the world by mobi-
lizing high school leaders in the
United States.  

25 students recruited through college career
centers at various Bay Area high schools partic-
ipated in a week long entrepreneurship camp last
month hosted by Ronak Appanagari (above)
and Keya Kadakia (below), both sophomores
from Evergreen Valley High School.



ALMADEN TIMES n MARCH 22 – APRIL 4, 2019 n PAGE 13SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 n ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COM



SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 n ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COMPAGE 14 n ALMADEN TIMES n MARCH 22 – APRIL 4, 2019

Times Feature

By Frank Shortt
Times staff writer

To those who have never lived
in snow country there is a
charm as the snow gathers on

limbs of trees, fence posts, and
gathers enough to make a snow-
man.

The foothill towns of the Sierra
ranges have not seen the likes of
snow for many years as has fallen
this winter season which began
October first and supposedly will
end sometime around April. Old
timers have said that this is the
worst winter season in the past 50
years. 

Not being used to heavy snowfall
in the lower foothills, these folks
were not ready for three, sometimes
four feet of snow that swooped down
upon them suddenly in the night.
These heavier snowfalls are usually
reserved and recorded in the higher
elevations, not down to the 4,000
foot level.

Snow gathering in trees will nor-
mally fall to the ground as the limbs
of pine and cedar become too heavy.
This season, the storms have some-
how started out with wetter snow,
but as temperatures dropped, the
snow becoming frozen clung to tops
of trees and limbs, causing them to
break with a great snap, damaging
whatever they hit as they fell. 

One poor family in Grizzly Flat, a
small settlement in the Sierra
foothills, lost every elec-
trical appliance during
one of the latest storms.
They could scarcely
afford to lose even one.
These latest storms will
again put the burden
upon the beleaguered
PG&E Company that is
responsible to supply
power to these outlying
communities. Another
family in Grizzly Flat
lost their microwave,
the transformer for
their central heat, and
the garage door power
supply! Alas! They had
no electrical power

surge protectors to prevent electric-
ity from surging to their appliances,
only the computer room had this
inexpensive device. Power surges
can enter a home through several
pathways. In the case of lightening,
it can take the path of the television
cable, or satellite dish cable (which
most families have in rural areas of
the mountains), through incoming
telephone lines, or through existing
electrical service lines. However the
power surges enter, anything not
protected by power surge protectors
can be damaged permanently!

The latest storms have wreaked
havoc on mountain roads where
CalTrans workers were already
overloaded keeping Rt. 80 and Rt.
50 open. 

Children in the smaller communi-
ties will have to make up days of
school due to days lost by the unex-
pected harsh winter. Usually, if the
snows are not that harsh, the snow-
plows can keep the roads open for
school buses, delivery trucks, the
mail truck, and those who have to
take the road down to lower eleva-
tions to their jobs. 

It is expected that the ones hit
hardest by these storms will re-
member to have things on hand in
preparation for the next bad winter
when the snow decides to slide
lower than usual.

Pictured below: The snow buildup on roofs
and railings, and clinging to trees.

A huge unexpected job awaited residents of the Sierra Foothills.

Heavy snowfall takes toll in Sierra Foothills

Mayor’s budget message
calls for one-time invest-
ments in key City services,
emphasizes savings and long
term fiscal sustainability

Mayor Sam Liccardo released his
March Budget Message for the
upcoming fiscal year--a plan

that balances investments in key City
services.

The key services identified include
public safety, housing, homelessness,
and blight, with an emphasis on sav-
ing, building reserves, and reducing
debt to make San Jose resilient to any
looming downturn in the future. 

“Through belt-tightening and fo-
cused spending, we’ve made significant
strides in restoring our City’s fiscal
health and core services -- such as
rebuilding our police department and
funding major road and infrastructure
projects,” said Mayor Liccardo. “We
can build on our progress with addi-
tional one-time investments, while also
preparing for expected fiscal strains in
the years ahead and protecting resi-
dents from the severe cuts that char-
acterized the last economic downturn.”  

While the Budget Office’s General
Fund Forecast projects a modest $3.5
million surplus in the coming year, its
five-year projection offers a more cau-
tious outlook. Projected future deficits,
coupled with growing retirement costs
and the possibility of an inevitable
recession informed the Mayor’s pro-
posal to prioritize savings and focus on
one-time strategic investments: 

Savings 
• Allocate $3.2 million of our surplus

to reserves. 
• Boost reserves with one-time funds

to protect against likely economic
downturn.

• Use one-time funds to pay down up
to $5 million in debt to provide ongoing
savings.

• Build up the budget stabilization
reserve to protect against the growing
budget deficit.

Public Safety
• Fund a “Hire Ahead” Program to

accelerate SJPD’s ability to hire and
train officers. 

• Identify permanent sites for a police
training facility, and prepare for the
transition of the South Substation
from a training facility to fully activat-
ed substation.

• Embark on analysis to triage non-
emergency calls to SJFD to re-focus on
life-saving and fire mitigation.

Housing & Living Costs
• Boost supply of affordable child-

care by incentivizing construction of
facilities and support care provider
training.

• Allocate $10 million to support
Governor Newsom’s investment in the
development of housing for “missing
middle” workers earning modest in-
comes.

• Fund dedicated staff to expedite
housing development. 

Homelessness
• Use one-time funds to double the

capacity of the Transitional Jobs Pilot
Program to employ more homeless
individuals in cleaning our streets,
creeks, and public spaces.

• Direct the City Manager to identify
a location for a “navigation center,”
and return with a proposal to use one-
time Homeless Emergency Aid Pro-
gram (HEAP) funds to construct the
project. 

• Embark on “Cash-for-Trash” pilot
program for homeless individuals who
will be incentivized to keep areas clean.

• Explore partnerships with local col-
leges to help homeless students. 

Blight
• Expand our Removing and

Preventing Illegal Dumping (RAPID)
team to expedite response and engage
in more proactive clean-ups.

• Boost enforcement of legal penal-
ties against neglectful owners of blight-
ed and nuisance properties.

• Fill dark, empty retail spaces with
Storefront Activation Grant program
and a Citywide Retail Attraction Pro-
gram.

• Continuing support for the neigh-
borhood-led BeautifySJ Grant pro-
gram.

“We will continue to make strategic
investments that offer long-term cost
savings, improve efficiency, and fund
our residents’ highest-priority servic-
es,” expressed Liccardo. “Adhering to
these principles will enable our City to
remain resilient amid the challenges
we expect in the years ahead.”

How happy are people
living in San Jose?

With the aim to find out whether
money really does buy happiness, the
personal-finance website WalletHub
today released its report on 2019’s
Happiest Cities in America as well as
accompanying videos.

In order to determine where people
in America are most content with their
lives, WalletHub compared more than
180 of the largest U.S. cities across 31
key indicators of happiness. The data
set ranges from depression rate to
income-growth rate to average leisure
time spent per day.

Happiness in San Jose 
(1=Happiest, 91=Avg.) 
• 32nd – Adequate-Sleep Rate
• 1st – Unemployment Rate
• 20th – Separation & Divorce Rate
• 62nd – Hours Worked per Week
• 15th – Income Growth Rate
For the full report, please visit:
wal le thub.com/edu/happiest-

places-to-live/32619

Mayor Sam Liccardo releases
March budget message



2019 major street resurfacing
and ADA ramps

The City’s Department of Transportation
(DOT) is planning to surface seal 58 miles of
major streets throughout the City of San

Jose.
DOT annually schedules streets to be surface

sealed as a preventative maintenance measure to
extend their useful life and reduce long-term
maintenance costs to the City. 

In 2019, DOT is planning to surface seal
approximately 58 miles of major streets through-
out the City. In District 10, the major streets
selected for sealing this year are: 

• Branham Lane (From Snell Avenue to Battle
Dance Drive) 

• Coleman Road (From Almaden Expressway to
Santa Teresa Boulevard) 

• Hillsdale (From Foxworthy Avenue to Vista
Park Drive) 

• Snell Avenue (From Branham Lane to 85
Overpass N/S) 

• Steinbeck Drive (From Allen Avenue to Santa
Teresa Boulevard) 

Surface sealing is typically performed in two
separate phases: preparation and a final surface
sealing application. The preparation phase
requires the removal of structurally failed areas of
pavement and replaces them with new asphalt
concrete. The preparation phase also includes
concrete work, Americans with Disability Act
(ADA) curb ramps, and traffic signal detector
repairs and upgrades. The final stage applies a
new surface seal over the entire street. 

The 2019 Major Streets Concrete & ADA Ramps
Project #2 contract will result in the construction
of 264 ramps and provide for advance preparation
work along 22 miles of major streets. 

Please look out for changeable message signs
that may be used on selected streets stating the
scheduled date and time for work to occur on
streets, and potential traffic delays. 

Charlie Wedemeyer All Star
Game under new management

The Legacy of Charlie Wedemeyer lives on, un-
der new management, in the annual high school
all-star football game named in his honor. 

For many years the Santa Clara County All Star
Game was presented by the Rotary Club of
Almaden Valley. A new regime has stepped in to
take over the presentation of the game from this
year forward. The Charlie Wedemeyer All Star
Football Game will be headed by Co-Chairs Jim
Guido and Mike Carrozzo assisted by Vice Chairs
Mark Krail and Candy Arnold and overseen by
Lucy Wedemeyer. 

Jim Guido has chaired this annual game for 45
years. Carrozzo, Krail and Arnold have a com-
bined 55 years involvement in the direction of the
game as well. The Charlie Wedemeyer All Star
Game will focus primarily on developing an out-
standing experience for the very best football sen-
iors in Santa Clara County playing in their last
High School game. Proceeds from the game will be
donated to the Golden West Chapter of ALS
Association and Coaches Against Cancer. 

Some of the greats that have donned an all-star
jersey in this very special event are Doug Cosbie
(Dallas Cowboys), John Tuggle (New York Giants),
Jeff Garcia (SF 49ers), the late Pat Tillman
(Arizona Cardinals), Trent Edwards (Buffalo
Bills/Oakland Raiders +) and many, many more.

There are 45 players on each team from 46 Bay
Area schools, representing the very best players in
the county. The 2019 South squad is led by Coach
Ajene Palmer, Head Coach at Santa Teresa High
School. Bert Cordero, Head Coach at Santa Clara
High School, will take the reins for the North. This
year’s Charlie Wedemeyer All Star Game will be
played at Westmont High School on July 18,
2019.

Jim Guido has been the lone game chairman of
this event for more than 30 years "To have seen all
of the amazing young men compete in their last
high school game over 4 decades has been an
unbelievably rewarding experience,” said Guido
“Having the game honor Charlie Wedemeyer since
1984 has been a very special part of this event.
His story is something everyone should be
inspired by." 

Charlie Wedemeyer was diagnosed with ALS as
a young man and given a short time to live. 32
years later, he finally lost his battle. "Never has
there been a man who embraced life in the face of
extreme odds and positively affected millions of
people like Charlie Wedemeyer" Guido remem-
bers.

Tickets are $15 and can be purchased at the
gate on game day, at the Almaden Barbers on
Almaden Expressway in San Jose, and soon to be
online. For more information on the coaching
staff, rosters, and details please visit www.san-
taclaraallstar.com.

Fairmont San Jose debuts
new culinary leaders with
Chef’s Table Dinner Series

There’s a new culinary hot spot in downtown
San Jose, but you won’t find it by looking for a
“grand opening” sign. 

In fact, the city’s freshest and most innovative
cuisine can be found in a venue that has been a
part of the downtown skyline for over 30 years –
Fairmont San Jose. 

The hotel has recently hired a new Executive
Chef, Marcelo Salinas, and Chef de Cuisine, Chaz
Brown. Together, they are leading a culinary evo-
lution at the hotel, introducing an elevated food
and beverage program that will set the hotel apart
as a true destination for foodies.

To celebrate this new era and re-introduce the
hotel’s culinary offerings to guests and the com-
munity, Fairmont San Jose will host seasonal
Chef’s Table dinner events beginning late this month.  

These events will provide an opportunity for
guests to not only meet Chef Marcelo and Chef
Chaz, but to be the first to taste dishes from their
seasonal menus before they are debuted at the
hotel’s Lobby Lounge and Fountain Restaurant.
The dinners will consist of five courses, each with
wine pairings from regional vineyards. 

Each Chef’s Table dinner will focus on a culi-
nary theme and highlight the finest local, season-
al ingredients. Fairmont San Jose’s Chef’s Table
dinners will be held seasonally in March, June,
September and December, with tickets available
through the hotel’s website: fairmont.com/san-
jose.
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Marcelo Salinas, Executive Chef, Fairmont San Jose
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By Mike Wasserman
Santa Clara County Board of

Supervisors, District 1

Many Almaden Valley resi-
dents rely on hospitals such
as Good Samar-

itan, El Camino, the Santa
Clara Valley Medical Cen-
ter, and Kaiser Perma-
nente. These and other
hospitals and clinics
make up the complex
network of health care
services for the 1.9 mil-
lion residents of Santa
Clara County. However,
if one hospital closes, it
can have a devastating
effect both for those who
rely on it, and also for
other hospitals, which
must absorb the in-
creased regional health care needs.

That is why in August of 2018, the
County jumped at the chance to
purchase Saint Louise Regional
Hospital in Gilroy, the DePaul
Health Center in Morgan Hill and
O’Connor Hospital in San Jose for
$235 million when the owner --
Verity Health -- filed for Chapter 11
bankruptcy protection. There were
no other bidders, which means that
if the County did not purchase
them, the hospitals would have
closed, effectively eliminating 451
hospital beds and nearly 2,000 hos-
pital jobs.

As straightforward as this trans-
action might have seemed, these
hospitals came dangerously close to
closure due to threats from the
California Attorney General Xavier
Becerra to block their sale to the
County because of his desire to reg-
ulate the terms. Thankfully, Judge
R. Gary Klausner denied the Attor-
ney General’s emergency mo-tion to
stay (halt) the Bankruptcy Court’s
order authorizing the sale, and the
County assumed ownership on
March 1. It is chilling to think how
close we came to losing two hospi-
tals and a clinic in our County. 

The 358-bed O’Connor Hospital,
the 93-bed Saint Louise Regional
Hospital, and the De Paul Health
Center will continue to operate as
they do now with a focus on provid-
ing high-quality care and services,
as well as improving the health of
the community. Changes will
include offering financial assistance
programs to ensure that the most
underserved in the community have
access to high-quality care, as well
as back-office technology improve-
ments to billing and purchasing.

We have worked hard over the
past few months to lay the founda-
tion for transitioning these new

facilities into the County family of
health care resources. While even
positive change can be challenging,
we are fully invested in supporting
this integration to make sure it is as

smooth as possible for
patients and staff. The
hospitals, their staff and
physicians all share the
County’s mission to pro-
vide high-quality, com-
passionate and accessi-
ble healthcare. 

I applaud the many
people who worked with
me to save the hospitals
by speaking up, contact-
ing our elected officials in
Sacramento, and attend-
ing rallies. I am relieved
that we can continue
offering high-quality, criti-

cal health care services for all
County residents and that our
health care services network
remains intact.

Visit supervisorwasserman.org for
more information.

PAL survey is now online
The City of San José’s Police

Department and Department of
Parks, Recreation and Neighbor-
hood Services invites the public to
provide input on ways to enhance
youth sports opportunities through
the Police Activities League (PAL)
and plan for the future of PAL
Stadium and express your vision for
PAL Stadium and its programs.

You may take the short survey by
visiting: www.surveymonkey.com/r/
2019PALsurvey 

Free LED Light bulbs at

public library
Did you know you’ll never pay for

LED light bulbs through the San
Jose Public Library SJPL?

Head on over to any of SJPL’s 24
locations to check out the DIY Home
Energy Savings Toolkit. This kit
helps your home reduce your energy
and water usage, saving you on
average $200/ year.  

Visit  sjpl.org/energysavingstoolk-
it for more information. 

Good hospitals help build
good communities

County
Report
Mike Wasserman,

County Supervisor
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The American Red Cross
currently has a severe
shortage of type O blood.

Type O donors – as well as
eligible blood and platelet
donors of all blood types – are
urged to give now to ensure life-
saving patient care isn’t
impacted this winter.

Type O blood is the most in-
demand blood type, helping
patients facing life-threatening
conditions and emergencies
every day. Type O negative
blood can be transfused to
patients with any blood type
and is what emergency room
personnel reach for when
there’s no time to determine a
patient’s blood type. Type O
positive blood is also especially
needed because it is the most
transfused blood type and can
be given to Rh-positive patients
of any blood type.

Having a readily available
blood supply is critical for
patients like Luna Giles, who at
the age of 1 1/2 has already
undergone two heart surgeries
and required over a dozen
transfusions.

“Each time, the nurse would
bring in a bag of blood for her
transfusion, I noticed a small
label on each one that said

‘Donation Type: Volunteer,’”
said Luna’s mom, Jessie Giles.
“It made me think about each
individual who donated blood
for my daughter. I would never
know who those individuals
were, and they would never see
the effect their donation had.
But each of those individuals,
strangers to us, absolutely
saved my daughter's life. They
may never know it, but to me,
they are heroes.”

Right now, the Red Cross has
less than a three-day supply of
most blood types, and blood
products are being distributed
to hospitals faster than dona-
tions are coming in. Recent
snowstorms and severe weath-
er in many parts of the country
have forced hundreds of blood

drive cancellations, causing more
than 20,000 blood and platelet
donations to go uncollected.

Individuals of all blood types
– especially type O – are asked
to make an appointment to
donate blood or platelets by
downloading the free American
Red Cross Blood Donor App,
visiting RedCrossBlood.org or
calling 1-800-RED CROSS (1-
800-733-2767).

How to donate blood
Simply download the Amer-

ican Red Cross Blood Donor
App, visit RedCrossBlood.org or
call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-
733-2767) to make an appoint-
ment or for more information.
All blood types are needed to
ensure a reliable supply for
patients. A blood donor card or
driver’s license or two other
forms of identification are
required at check-in. Individ-
uals who are 17 years of age in
most states (16 with parental
consent where allowed by state
law), weigh at least 110 pounds
and are in generally good
health may be eligible to donate
blood. High school students
and other donors 18 years of
age and younger also have to
meet certain height and weight
requirements.

SHEEP HERDING
There was a great turnout despite the rain, to meet the 400

sheep at Guadalupe Oak Grove Park on Saturday, March 9.
“We are experimenting with goats and sheep for vegetation
management and for reducing fire fuel,” said Johnny
Khamis, San Jose City Councilman for District 10. “Turns
out there are many more benefits to this strategy including
putting a lot of smiles on people's faces.” 

Red Cross: Severe shortage of type O blood
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Times Feature

Best states to be rich or poor
from a tax perspective

With the tax deadline for most Americans fast approaching and low- and
middle-income families expected to pay higher effective tax rates than the
rich, the personal-finance website WalletHub today released its report on
2019’s Best States to Be Rich or Poor from a Tax Perspective.

In order to identify the states where people in different income brackets
spend the most and least on taxes, WalletHub calculated the share of one’s
income that he or she contributes toward sales and excise taxes, property
taxes and income taxes.

Best States to Be Rich Worst States to Be Rich
from a Tax Perspective from a Tax Perspective
1 Alaska 47 Vermont
2 Nevada 48 Maryland
3 Wyoming 49 Illinois
4 Tennessee 50 Connecticut
5 Florida 51 New York

Best States to Be Poor Worst States to Be Poor
from a Tax Perspective from a Tax Perspective
1 Delaware 47 Indiana
2 Alaska 48 Pennsylvania
3 Montana 49 Hawaii
4 Utah 50 Illinois
5 South Carolina 51 Washington

Key Stats: 
The overall tax burden for low-income earners is three times higher in

Washington than in Delaware.
The overall tax burden for middle-income earners is three times higher in

New York than in Alaska.
The overall tax burden for high-income earners is four times higher in New

York than in Alaska.
For the full report and to see where your state ranks, please visit: 
wallethub.com/edu/best-states-to-be-rich-poor-from-a-tax-perspective/11257 
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CAMPBELL UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST
400 W. Campbell Ave.
Campbell, CA 95008
(408) 378-4418
Pastor: Rev. Naomi Schulz
No Matter Where You Are
On Life’s Journey, You Are
Welcome Here!
We are an Open and
Affirming Congregation,
and celebrate members of
the LGBTQ+ Community.
Joy-filled worship every
Sunday at 10:00 AM, with
communion open to all.
Join Pastor Naomi for
tea/coffee at Orchard
Valley cafe in Campbell
during community drop-in
office hours from 11 AM
to 1 PM on most
Tuesdays.
Our ministries/activities
include:
• Bible study on the sec-
ond and fourth Wednesday
of every month, at 6PM.
• A Food Pantry serving
anyone in need--open Tu/
Th/ Sa 10:00 AM to Noon.
• Lighted Window
Productions featuring
uplifting concerts, thought-
provoking theater produc-
tions, informative lectures,
and even an occasional
karaoke night--all in a
wholesome environment.  
• Our facilities also pro-
vide rental space for com-
munity based groups that
promote understanding,
wholeness, growth, and
education.  Some of these
include the Old Orchard
School, Orchard City
Indivisible, AA, etc. 
Our activities flow from our
core values:
• Extravagant Joy
• Passionate Faith
• Loving Respect
• Deep Connectedness 
• Intentional Growth 
• Shared Laughter 
Visit us at our web site at:
church@campbellucc.org
or better yet, visit us at our

worship services on
Sundays at 10:00 AM.
Coffee, refreshments, and
conversation always, right
after service.

CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH OF ALMADEN
VALLEY, UCC
6581 Camden Ave., San
Jose, CA 95120. Pastor,
Rev. Marty Williams, 408
268 0243.
www.ccavucc.org.
We are a welcoming
church with a progressive
approach to faith, worship
and giving to our local
community. We are proud
to be UCC, Open and
Affirming (O&A) and wel-
come members of the
LGBT community. We sup-
port local LifeMoves (for-
merly InnVision) Shelter
Feedings once a month,
San Francisco Night
Ministry, Second Harvest
Food Bank, Church World
Service, and Communities
Responding to End
Poverty.
Worship Sunday, 9:00 AM
followed by fellowship and
refreshments. 1st Sunday
in Worship: Holy
Communion
2nd Sunday in Worship:
Folks Choir and Potluck
Sunday.
Tuesdays, AA Meetings,
8:15 - 9:15 PM.
Wednesdays, 9:30 AM,
Women’s Study Group.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
5351 Carter Ave., San
Jose 95118
408.265.5837
www.bibleroad.org
We strive to be a group of
Christians that love and
honor God and Jesus
Christ in our daily lives. We
assemble each Sunday to
encourage each other
through singing, studying,
praying and sharing in the
Lord’s supper. Simple—
just like what one reads
about in the New
Testament.
Bible class at 9:30 AM

Worship at 10:30 AM
Located in south San
Jose near Kooser Rd. and
Camden Ave. (behind the
Almaden Valley Athletic
Club).
Come make new Christian
friends!

EAST VALLEY CHURCH
We are a Multicultural
Christian Community
committed to making
Christ known to our
Neighbors, Community
and World. 
Sunday Schedule: Coffee
and Conversation 9:15am
Worship 9:45am, Sunday
School for all ages
11:15am
Childcare is provided for
all our Sunday Services.
Our NEW Children’s
Building is Open!
Uplifting music, Biblical
teaching, ministries for
Children, Youth, College &
Career, Small Groups for
all adults, Ministries to
Men, Women, Seniors,
Celebrate Recovery
Please see website for
details and meeting times
www.eastvalleychurch.com
Senior Pastor – Pastor
Ron Johnson,
Community-Life Pastor -
Pastor Patrick Boyd,
Children’s Ministry Co-
Directors – Alyssa Friend
and Kristen Pearson
We are located at 2827
Flint Ave (Between Tully &
Norwood) San Jose, CA
95148, Phone 408-238-
0231, e-mail info@east-
valleychurch.com
We are associated with
Converge Worldwide
www.convergeworld-
wide.org

THE EPISCOPAL
CHURCH IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave. San
Jose, CA 95120.  The
Rev. Shelley Booth
Denney, Rector
Phone:408-268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal Church
in Almaden (ECA), we are

joyful followers of Jesus
Christ. Through worship,
study, fellowship and out-
reach, we strive to nur-
ture and grow a strong
faith community of believ-
ers, a family of all ages,
where each member feels
welcomed, loved, valued
and empowered to serve.
Children are especially
welcomed and cherished
as an important part of
God's family. All junior
high and senior high stu-
dents are welcome to par-
ticipate in our Youth
Groups. During the school
year we have joint
Sunday School with our
sister church, the
Congregational Church of
Almaden Valley, UCC. The
Episcopal Church in
Almaden offers the fol-
lowing regular opportuni-
ties for worship: Sunday
at 7:30AM and 10:45AM,
Holy Communion service.
Each Sunday service is
followed by a coffee hour
for friendship and conver-
sation.

EVERGREEN VALLEY
CHURCH
Visit our Web Site at
wwww.evcsj.com
2750 Yerba Buena Rd. San
Jose, CA 95121. Phone:
408-274-7422. Saturday
worship is at 5 pm. Sunday
worship services at 9 am
and 11 am.. Excellent con-
temporary Christian music
and Bible-based teaching.
Nursery care and
Children’s Sunday School
programs at 9 am and 11
am. Junior High students
meet at 9am and High
School students meet at
11am. Nuevo Comienzo:
Servicio en espanol,
Domingo 4pm.

FIRST CHURCH
DOWNTOWN
Worshipping at 55 N. 7th
Street, in downtown San
Jose.  (Horace Mann
school) firstchurchdown-
town.com

Telephone: (408) 294-
7254 x310. We are a com-
munity serving the Christ
from the heart of the City,
working to know Jesus and
make Jesus known by
serving, worshipping, and
learning together.  Worship
services are at 10:00 AM
at the Horace Mann
Community Center (7th
and Santa Clara Streets).
Worship includes both con-
temporary and traditional
music, a message that is
relevant to real life, based
in the Bible, and meaning-
ful to people of all ages and
backgrounds.  We work in
our community to provide
real assistance and long-
term, life-saving solutions:
food, housing, counseling,
and spiritual direction.  Our
children's & families' min-
istries include Sunday
classes, outdoor family
activities such as bike rides
and fishing trips.  Come,
Make a Difference and feel
the difference God can
make in your life!

GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchSJ.net
See you on Facebook
2650 ABORN ROAD at
Kettmann, across from
Evergreen Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for
over 50 Years. John S
Goldstein, Pastor
Christian Worship every
Sunday at 11.00 am
Together let us build lives
toward excellence!
Music Institute
(408)791 7772
After School lessons on
Piano, Violin, Viola, Flute
PreSchool, Age 2-6
years. Caring for your 
child with God’s love and
affection
(408) 791 7772

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge.
Community - this is our
promise to our members.
If you are looking for an
active Christian faith com-
munity, we invite you to
experience Holy Spirit
Parish Community. All are
welcome! We are located
at 1200 Redmond
Avenue, San Jose, CA
95120. Mass is celebrat-
ed at 8:30 a.m. Monday -
Friday. Our weekend Mass
schedule is Saturday 5
p.m., Sunday 8 a.m.,
9:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m.
and 6 p.m. Rite of
Reconciliation is every
Saturday at 4 p.m. or by
appointment. Our Parish
Office is open Monday -
Thursday 8:30 a.m. -
4:30 p.m. and Friday 9:00
a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Call
408-997-5100 for record-
ed information or 408-
997-5101 to speak with
someone in our parish
office. Information on
Faith Formation for chil-
dren and adults can be
obtained by calling our
Catechetical Office at
408-997-5115. Get in the
loop with our 3sixty High
School Youth Ministry by
calling 408-997-5106.
Holy Spirit School serves
grades Pre-K through 8th,
and is located at 1198
Redmond Avenue. You
can reach the school
office at 408-268-0794.

THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir  
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646 
English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 & 11:00
AM
Spanish Service:
11:00 AM
Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM
Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM
Mandarin Service:
11:00AM
Youth Extreme Point (7th-
12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

SAINT ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH
We invite you to become
a part of our hospitable,
intimate Catholic parish.
We are a caring commu-
nity, promoting spiritual
growth, reaching out to
people in need and where
you get to know people
by name.  We offer chil-
dren's religious education
(CREATE); Youth Ministry
(BLAST & X-STATIC);
Scripture Study (day &
evening); Senior's Group

and many other adult
ministries as well.  Saint
Anthony parish is located
in Almaden Valley at
20101 McKean Road,
San Jose, 95120.  Our
weekend Masses are at 4
p.m. on Saturday at our
historic church at 21800
Bertram Road in New
Almaden, CA  95042 and
on Sunday at 8:30 a.m.,
10:30 a.m., and 5:30
p.m. at the McKean Road
location.   Our Parish
Office is open Monday 9
a.m. - 12 p.m. and
Tuesday thru Thursday, 9
a.m. - 12 p.m. and 1 - 4
p.m.  For more informa-
tion, stop by the Parish
Office or call 1+ (408)
997-4800, or visit our
website at www.church-
stanthony.com. Fr. Larry
Hendel, Pastor.

SAN JOSE GURDWARA
3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148 The
word Sikh (see-kh) means
"disciple" or "student." A
Sikh is a practitioner of the
faith founded in the 15th
century by Guru Nanak in
Punjab of old British India.
A Guru who is a "teacher"
or "enlightener" completes
the relationship of teaching
and learning.  Sikhism is
monotheistic and stresses
the equality of all men and
women. Sikhs believe in
three basic principles;
meditating on the name of
God (praying), earning a
living by honest means
and sharing the fruits of
one's labor with others.
Currently there  are close
to one million Sikhs living
in the USA and Canada
and 25 million Sikhs living
around the world. Sikhism
is the 5th largest religion in
the world.  At the
Gurdwara (House of God)
in San Jose we welcome
all. We pray daily for peace
and prosperity for every-
body in the world.  Come
to visit and enjoy Langer
(food) in our kitchen which
is open 365 days of the
year and serves comple-
mentary vegetarian meals.
We also encourage you to
enter our history room on
site and walk the beautiful
grounds. Learn more about
us and community events
we sponsor by visiting our
website; http://www.
SanJoseGurdwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
CATHOLIC CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., San
Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1562.
www.stfrancisofassisi.
com or www.stfrancis

ofassisipreschool.org
We invite you to join our
community of faith located
in the Evergreen area of
San Jose. We are an inclu-
sive diverse community
striving to serve as
Disciples of Jesus Christ in
the footsteps of St.
Francis, offering prayerful
and joyful liturgies; evan-
gelization, fellowship, and
service opportunities to
the community. We offer
spiritual opportunities for
all ages, including chil-
dren's liturgy, dynamic
E.C.H.O - Jr. High, IGNITE
- High School and North
Star -Young Adult
Ministries, along with small
faith communities and
opportunities to help the
poor and marginalized of
San Jose. Our Preschool is
the only Catholic Preschool
offering quality family ori-
ented service in the
Evergreen and Silver Creek
areas. Our Chapel,
Gathering Hall, Parish
Office, Mission Center,
Parish Gift Shop, Memorial
Garden and Preschool are
all located at 5111 San
Felipe Rd. 
Please come join us to
worship at one of the fol-
lowing times and loca-
tions: 
St. Francis of Assisi
Chapel
Saturday 5:00PM, Sunday
8:30 AM, 10:30 AM,
12:30 PM, 4:00 PM (Mass
in Vietnamese), 6:00 PM
Youth Mass
St. Francis of Assisi
Gathering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM,
Sunday11:00AM, Igbo
Mass - Second Sunday of
the month 12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange -
2840 Aborn Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated
Community (Cribari
Auditorium)
Sunday 8:15 AM
For more information,
please call or visit us at the
Parish Mission Center
open M-F 9:00 AM -12:00
PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM.
Come join us and share
your presence with us so
that together we may grow
and share our gifts to help
build God's Kingdom!

For Worship listing 
ads, call 

408.250.5242

The Secret
is Out!

“Reach your friends
and your community

with your number
one neighborhood 
news source - the
Evergreen Times!”
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Symphony Silicon Valley
presents Petrushka &
Rach 2 on Saturday,

May 4, 2019 at 8:00 p.m. and
Sunday, May 5, 2019 at 2:30
p.m. at the California The-
atre, 345 South First Street,
San Jose.

PROGRAM:
Igor Stravinsky: Circus

Polka: For a Young Elephant
Igor Stravinsky:

Petrushka
Sergei Rachmaninoff:

Piano Concerto No. 2 in C
minor, Op. 18

Conductor: Tatsuya
Shimono

Soloist: Jon Nakamatsu,
Piano

Astonishingly, pianist Jon
Nakamatsu, famed for his
Rachmaninoff performances,
has never before played the
Second Concerto for South
Bay audiences. From its first
chords, the concerto casts its
spell. The composer believed
that music's mission is to
express emotion, and this
vibrant concerto succeeds so
well that its themes have
been adopted for innumer-
able popular songs.

Ringling Bros. wanted
something for 50 elephants
and 50 ballerinas -- Stravin-
sky obliged. A much earlier
commission resulted in a
piece about a puppet's love
and heartbreak. Petrushka is
one of Stravinsky's most pop-
ular works filled with
Russian folk tunes and bril-
liant orchestrations. 

PRICES: $50 - $94; Box
Office: 408.286.2600 or
www.symphonysiliconval-
ley.org

Or visit the Box Office

between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m.,
Monday through Friday at
325 South First Street in
downtown San Jose, between
San Carlos and San Salvador
Streets just one-half block
from the California Theatre.
Easy, inexpensive parking is
just one block away at San
Jose City Garage on San
Carlos Street with entrances
on 2nd and 3rd Streets.

About Tatsuya Shimono
Born in Kagoshima in

1969, Tatsuya Shimono
cemented his international
reputation as a conductor by
winning First Prize at the
47th Besançon International
Competition in 2001. Since
then he has guest conducted
major orchestras in Japan
and abroad. He received
great acclaim for his debuts
in subscription concerts with
the Orchestra dell'Accademia
Nazionale di Santa Cecilia
and the Czech Philharmonic
Orchestra in 2009, and then
in March 2010, made his
debut with the Stuttgart
Radio Symphony Orchestra.

About Jon Nakamatsu
A native of California, Jon

Nakamatsu claimed a distin-
guished place on the interna-
tional musical scene in June,
1997 when he was named
the Gold Medalist of the
Tenth Van Cliburn Inter-
national Piano Competition,
the only American to have
achieved this distinction
since 1981.  A former high
school German teacher, he
became a popular hero over-
night in the highly traditional
medium of classical music.

Photo courtesy of Symphony
Silicon Valley

Times Community

Soloist Jon Nakamatsu, piano, performs with Symphony Silicon Valley at a
recent performance.

Symphony Silicon Valley presents 
Petrushka & Rach 2 at the
California Theatre in San Jose
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DAVID & VICKI
HARRIS

2921 Villages Parkway,
San Jose

(408) 754-1572

DAN
WALKER

Realtor® CalBRE #00758244

(408) 892-4813 
Dan.Walker@cbnorcal.com

KRAIG 
CONSTANTINO

kcreteam@gmail.com
www.KraigsListings.com

(408) 219-9122
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O’CONNOR

(408) 691-7322
poconnor@kw.com

SUSAN
BOERNER

(408) 921-7619
www.apr.com/sboerner

sboerner@apr.com

CAROL CAMILLI-
MONTGOMERY

serenogroup.com/Profiles/Carol-Camilli
CamilliHomes@serenogroup.com

(408) 209-7809

Open Sat & Sun
1pm-4pm
7051 Quail Cove
Court
$ 1,550,000
3 Beds  
2.5 Baths
2199 +/- sq. ft.
Therese Swan
408.656.8240

95120

YOUR AD HERE!
Call the Almaden Times 

today at 
408.483.5458 or email

williamb@timesmediainc.com

THERESE 
SWAN

tswan@apr.com
AlmadenValleyRealEstate.com

(408) 656-8240
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Michael W Boyd, Owner
Cell 408-391-2809
Off. 408-371-5040
Fax 408-371-1083
www.Boydstreeservice.com
boydstree@yahoo.com
Cont. Lic.  2-23-1993

Boyd’s Tree Service - Since 1984

Tree Service

Tree trimming, Structural pruning, Tree
removal, Stump grinding and landscape
maintenance. Find us on Yelp.

Shoe Repair

Kitchen/Bath

Driving School

Mind Body Spirit

Advantage Driving School is the premier driving school in northern
California. Advantage Driving School has trained more than 

300,000 students to drive safely since 1994. We offer complete 
programs for both traditional classroom and online courses. 

Driver Training is the behind the wheel training which prepares your 
child to pass the driving test at the DMV. We also offer complete programs
for adults and senior citizens. If you have never driven or just need some

supplemental instruction to improve your driving skills, we are just the
school for you! We believe Advantage Driving School offers a great 

combination of experienced driving instructors and affordable prices! 
Location: 5440 Thornwood Drive, Suite F; 

Hours: 9 am-5 pm M-F 9 am–12 noon S-S; Phone: 408.363.4182; Email:
info@advantagedriversed.com | Website: advantagedriversed.com

The Secret is Out!

Property Management

Singles

Almaden Valley 
(Senior) Singles 

The organization that brings single resi-
dents of Almaden Valley (95120) over 65
to enjoy a social life close to home and

take part in 
community service.

Come and join us for our monthly
breakfast which are held at 9 am  on the
third Tuesday of each month at Cup and

Saucer, 
Princeton Plaza Mall, 1375

Blossom Hill Road.

Recycle this
newspaper

Reunion Notice: 
BLACKFORD (or Prospect) High School 

1969 graduates please email: 
blackfordsj1969@gmail with your contact
info. 50th Class Reunion Sept.14, 2019.
More info will be sent from that email.

YOGALITE!
Classes with Robin Pickel.

Light, mindful stretching, 
deep breathing, visualization 

and meditation.

Enroll at www.sjregistration.com.
Type “Yogalite” in the search box.

Almaden, Evergreen and
Southside Community Centers in

San Jose.

(408) 270-2220
(Evergreen Community Ctr.)

House cleaning

408.556.9143

Reunion

Accomplished, Accessible, Affordable. ADLT connects
clients to local high school tutors who have been in
your child's exact class, and know how to get A's in
them. Visit us at adltutoring.com to get connected! 

Tutoring

“Reach your friends 
and your community  
with your number one 
neighborhood news        
source - the Almaden
Times!
Call (408) 494-7000

TimesClassifiedAdvertising
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