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Acrobatic wunderkind leaps at 
a chance to revisit her mentor
SPECIAL REPORT BY M.V. MOORHEAD
PHOTOGRAPHY BY BILLY HARDIMAN

It can be difficult, watching a 
performance like this, to remember 
that the people up there are 

ordinary human beings with offstage 
lives. 

Their acrobatic and athletic feats in 
the Cirque du Soleil franchise’s various 
shows seem so ridiculously superhuman 
that they can come across like some 
other, higher order of human, some 
Nietzschean upgrade to Homo sapiens. 

The idea of these people having 
families and hometowns and teachers 
seems almost impertinent.

Yet one of the cast members of 
Amaluna, the Cirque du Soleil show 
playing at State Farm Stadium through 
April 14, recently got to visit a mentor 

from earlier in her life, here in Tempe 
at ASU. 

Alix Croop, who plays one of the 
acrobatic Amazons in this Cirque 
du Soleil spin on Shakespeare’s The 
Tempest, stopped by to check out 
the ASU Women’s Gymnastics team 
compete. 

She was also able to catch up with 
her former coach at Pitt, Jessica Santos, 
now the associate head coach of ASU’s 
gymnastics team.

“I was a gymnast since I was five,” 
recalls Croop. “I went to the University 
of Pittsburgh on a scholarship. I 
majored in Psychology.” 

 The sad 
news involving a 
Flagstaff police 
officer who took 
his own life, 
followed by our 
receipt of a white 
paper from an 
internationally 

recognized foundation 
that deals with social 
and disability-related 
issues, prompted 
Wrangler News to 
delve into how our 
Tempe emergency-
services departments 
deal with the effects 

of untreated mental 
illness related to 
ongoing exposure 
to death and 
tragedy. According 
to the Ruderman 
Family Foundation, 
which undertook a 
study on the topic, 

police officers and 
firefighters are 
more likely to die 
by suicide than in 
the line of duty. To 
determine to what 
extent Tempe police 
and firefighters are 
aware of the inherent 

dangers involved 
with these issues, we 
asked Tempe Police 
Lt. Michael Hayes 
and Tempe Fire Asst. 
Chief  Craig Fredricks 
to outline any 

For police, 
fi refi ghters, 
just one more 
deadly risk

—  DANGERS, Page 11       

S.A.F.E. program a Lifeline for 
teens at fi ve area high schools

ASU gymnast shows off  her ‘superhuman’ 
abilities.  
                                  — More photos on Page 13

 Last year may have been only the 
tip of a rapidly melting iceberg of 
suicidal ideation among Tempe, West 

Chandler and other Valley teenagers: 
More than 23,000 calls and nearly 

1,400 texts flooded the phones of 
prevention specialists, who note that this 
year’s spring season is again predicted to 
see an increase in desperate calls from 
adolescents ages 10 to 19. 

That’s why Phoenix-based Teen Lifeline 
is alerting those who come in contact with 
teenagers that it is a stressful time of year, 
typically resulting in an average 10 percent 
increase in calls that are answered 24 hours 
a day, 365 days a year following spring 
break.

It’s also behind the organization’s 

reminder of a sweeping initiative that’s 
underway to show Teen Lifeline contact 
information on the back of student ID 
cards, which already has taken place 
at Corona del Sol, Marcos de Niza and 
McClintock high schools, as well as at 
Compadre Academy and New School for 
the Arts.

Teen Lifeline says the move is part of its 
SAFE program, which spells out an easily 
recallable checklist in case friends or family 
feel a teen may be in danger: 

S—Search the back of your teen’s 
school ID. If you have a child in middle 
school or high school, check the back of 
your student’s school ID to make sure 
it has the Teen Lifeline phone number. 

—  S.A.F.E., Page 20

— CIRQUE, Page 12

DIGNITY HEALTH 

OPENS NEW 

FREESTANDING 

E.R. IN TEMPE  

Details, Page 20
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LUCAS Just SOLD in Chandler
Are you thinking of selling your home?
Contact LUCAS - We Get Results!!

Your Trusted Local Experts For Over 25 Years.  We Get Results!

(480) 598-8800 • TheLucasGroup.com

Greenbelt Lot in Tempe/85284
Split 4BR, 2 BA, 2217 sf, pool, parklike setting
Priced $409,000 • Call for more details

Rare 1 Acre Lot in South Tempe
Horse propertrtr y. Irrigated. Build your dream home.

Priced $485,000 • Call fofof r more details

Jeff 
Lucas

Erika 
Lucas-Goff

LUCAS is #1 
in the Kyrene

Corridor
since

‘93

Call or 
Click

LUCAS Just SOLD in Chandler
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!!
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Rare 1 Acre Lot in South Tempe

Opportu
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Great Value in Central Tempe
3 BR, 2BA, 1686 sf, pool, over $50K in remodel

Priced at $310,000 • Call fofof r more details

Special Home in South Tempe
4 BR, 3 BA, 2346 sf, huge workshop, KyKyK rene Schls

Priced at $365,000 • Call fofof r more details

Great Location in Chandler/85226
4 BR, 2.5 BA, updated, pool, next to greenbelt
Priced at $349,000 • Call fofof r more details

Great Value in Central TempeSpecial Home in South Tempe
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Workshop

Great Location in Chandler/r/r 85226

p
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Need to sell your home? Call LUCAS.
Trust the local experts with a proven track record of success.
AAsss ffuullll ttiimmee RReeaallttoorrsssrs,, wwee’’vvee ssoolldd mmoorree llooccaall hhoommeess iinn aallll kkiinnddss ooff hhoouussiinngg mmaarrkkeettss:: uupp
aanndd ddoowwnn,, iinn sseeaassoonn aanndd oouutt.. WWee hhaavvee tthhee eexxppeerriieennccee yyoouu nneeeedd ttoo pprreeppaarree,, pprroommoottee
aanndd pprreesseenntt yyoouurr hhoommee ttoo tthhee ggrreeaatteesstt nnuummbbeerr ooff bbuuyyeerrss,, aanndd tthheenn cclloossee tthhee ddeeaall,,
mmaakkiinngg ssuurree yyoouu ggeett tthhee hhiigghheesstt pprriiccee ffoorr yyoouurr hhoommee..

NewFullpagead4_WranglerTemplate1.qxd3/19/20191:31PMPage1
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Tempe Elementary School District
Where Bright Futures Begin

lifelong learning  
begins here

friendships  
begin here

fun begins
here

leadership  
begins here

joy begins  
here

academics  
begin here

www.tempeschools.org/kinder • (480) 730-7101

@tempeelementary • #relationshipsmatter

www.tempeschools.org/kinder • (480) 730-7101

@tempeelementary • #relationshipsmatter

www.tempeschools.org/kinder • (480) 730-7101

@tempeelementary • #relationshipsmatter

www.tempeschools.org/kinder • (480) 730-7101

@tempeelementary • #relationshipsmatter

begin here

passion  
begins here

excellence  
begins here

excitement  
begins here

growing begins here

Where Bright Futures Begin
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teachers delivering high quality curriculum with before- and afterschool care, too! 

Begin your child’s love of learning in a Tempe Elementary kindergarten class.Begin your child’s love of learning in a Tempe Elementary kindergarten class.

academics 

Kindergarten RegistrationKindergarten Registration
for 2019-2020 is Underway. Enroll Today!

at all elementary schools during regular school hours.

BRIEFLY . . .
Former vice mayor running for Tempe mayor

Former Tempe Vice Mayor Corey Woods is 
running for the city’s top elected office, setting the 
stage for the city’s first competitive mayoral race 
since 2012.

Woods announced his candidacy March 20 
with a tribute video to his late mother, who passed 
away a couple of months before Woods was 
re-elected to a second term. He served eight years 
and worked to improve community development 
standards to attract business investment and protect 
neighborhoods.

 “I have the utmost respect for the 20 years 
Mayor Mitchell has served on the city council,” 
Woods said. “And I’m excited to share my priorities 
with the voters of Tempe.”

 As mayor, Woods wants to focus on affordable 
housing, quality jobs, modern-day middle-class 
housing, strong neighborhoods and a vibrant quality 
of life. Woods holds a master’s degree from ASU, and 
a B.A. from University of Michigan.

Tempe Chamber addressing sustainability

The Tempe Chamber of Commerce—the only 
organization of its kind in the U.S. dedicated to 
engaging and educating the business community on 
sustainability practices—will host one of the nation’s 
foremost experts on implementing such strategies at 
a conference coming to Tempe on April 5. 

The event will feature local and national experts 
offering programs and business solutions to help 
organizations save resources and money through the 
implementation of sustainable practices.

Christopher Guith, senior vice president at the 
U.S. Chamber’s Global Energy Institute, will be 
keynote speaker.

Guith is responsible for developing the institute’s 
policies as they relate to three branches of federal 
and state governments. His main focus is the 
development of policies relating to oil and natural 
gas, generation and nuclear energy. 

Guith’s expertise ranges from educating 
policymakers on the importance of energy and 
environmental issues to speaking frequently with 
local, state and national media to help inform the 
public on sustainability. 

He also regularly consults with state and local 
chambers and business groups on the importance 
of safe, reliable American energy and how it can 
positively benefit their business.

The forum, sponsored by SRP, will be held at the 
Hilton Garden Inn Phoenix-Tempe ASU Research 
Park. 

Information/registration: Sukki Jahnke, 
480-736-4283 or  tempechamber.org.

Human Services Day observance April 6

Tempe’s inaugural Human Services Day is 
coming Saturday, April 6, offering residents a chance 
to explore how local lives are being changed for the 
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For Fast Convenient Take Out…
Order Online at BabboItalian.com

Cannot be used with any other 
offers, discounts, or with the 
$6.99 Spaghetti & Meatball Special. 
Limit one coupon per visit. 
Expires 4/23/19.  WRG 032319

Any purchase 
of $25 or more

OFF5$

#eatlikeanitalian
#eatlocal

better.
The event, sponsored by the city 

of Tempe and Tempe Community 
Council, features Care Fair Tempe and 
a Tempe Human Services Symposium. 
Hours are 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the 
Tempe Community Complex, 3500 S. 
Rural Road. 

The day’s activities will feature 
more than 50 local nonprofits and 
service providers that assist Tempe 
residents. Visitors can connect with 
available services and learn about 
volunteer opportunities. Care Fair 
offers food, music, giveaways and a fun 
zone for kids. Low-cost produce—$12 
for up to 70 pounds—will be available 
through 11 a.m.

At the symposium, community 
members can join several speaker 
sessions focused on mental health and 
related topics and engage with experts. 
Participants will also learn how the 
city of Tempe serves residents though 
programs, services and community 
partnerships.

Mayor Mark Mitchell opens the 
day with a Human Services Day 
proclamation. 

Information: 
tempehumanservicesday.org. 

Library hosts salaries workshop

 For any who think they should be 
earning more for their hard work, the 
city of Tempe has partnered with  the 
American Association of University 
Women to offer workshops  designed 
to help community members build 
confidence and skills around salary 
negotiation, market worth, tools of 
persuasion and business strategies.

Discussion also will offer strategies 
on how to ask for a raise or negotiate 
the best salary at a new job. 

The series of free pay-negotiation 
training classes are open to anyone 
who lives, works or studies in Tempe. 
Classes take place 9 a.m.-noon at 
the Teaching and Learning Center 
classroom inside Tempe Public 
Library, 3500 S. Rural Road.

Classes are scheduled on Saturdays, 
April 13, Aug. 3 and Nov. 2.

One reason Tempe offers the free 
classes is to narrow the gender pay 
gap, according to a city of Tempe press 
release. 

In 1963, a spokeswoman explained, 
Congress passed the Equal Pay Act 
requiring employers to give men 
and women employees equal pay for 
equal work in jobs that require equal 
skill, effort and responsibility, and 
are performed under similar working 
conditions.  

Federal law acknowledges there 
might be pay gaps based on qualifying 
categories such a seniority or merit 
system, or one which measures 
earnings by quantity or quality of 
production or a differential based on 
any factor other than sex.

Even though the act became law in 
1963, women continue to experience 
wage disparities nationally, say the 
workshop planners.

Additional details on equal pay, 
as well as an Equal Pay business 
designation designed to celebrate 
businesses that can prove they walk the 
equal pay talk, are available at www.
tempe.gov/equalpay.

ACC supports drought relief

Over the last several years, Bolivia 
has been in a state of emergency due 
to severe drought conditions affecting 
over 125,000 families and upward of 
716,300 acres of agriculture. 

Valley-based nonprofit, Food 
for the Hungry has teamed up with 
Arizona Community Church to provide 
the drought-ridden community of 
Belén, Bolivia with a crucial water 
supply necessary to sustain healthy 
families and grow plentiful crops.

“The partnership between Food for 
the Hungry and Arizona Community 
Church was an easy decision, as both 
organizations have the desire to walk 
hand-in-hand with these nations, not 
as foreigners, but rather as brothers 
and sisters in Christ fighting for 
the same cause,” said Tina Schuler, 
Women’s Ministry director at Arizona 
Community Church.

Group assists Ugandan orphans
Connie Sunday, a Tempe woman 

who is chair of E3 Africa, a non-
profit that supports the orphaned 
and marginalized children of Uganda, 
traveled to the African country last 
year to see for herself the work the 
organization is doing to live up to 
its goal of educating, enriching and 
empowering those it serves. 

On Saturday, May 4, E3 Africa will 
host the Classic 100, a fundraiser at 
Top Golf. 

Mike Ingersoll, board member, 
said the event is a “fun day at Top Golf 
where each participant pledges to hit 
100 golf balls and solicits pledges from 
friends, neighbors, and family.  It is a 
lot like the fundraisers in school where 
students get pledges for every lap they 
make around the school track."

Information: e3africa.org.
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Offering Over 300 Products 
To Support Your Family’s Health

HEALTHY
IN 2019

THINK

Start your new lifestyle today.
Shop Online Now!

www.enzymeprocess.co
800.521.8669

50 Years of Leadership & Experience

Nextdoor: A follow-up
Despite change in 
plans, our advisory 
remains unchanged

In the last edition of Wrangler 
News, we ran what we intended to 
be the first installment of a two-

part series involving the online social-
media site Nextdoor.com.

Our intent was to explore the site’s 
ownership and origins, and to provide 
readers with sufficient background to 
help them decide whether they wanted 
to sign up for the service, which relies 
on random contributions from local 
residents about topics of neighborhood 
interest—lost pets, suspicious visitors, 
miscellaneous matters that the posters 
feel might be useful to other residents 
of the same area.

City agencies in our newspaper’s 
coverage area, including the two local 
police departments, also use the site, 
primarily to alert and inform residents 
when it’s felt that such information is 
a valuable adjunct to other means of 
reporting.

In developing this intended series, 
we assigned one of our top writers to 
research how Nextdoor develops its 
highly localized target neighborhoods, 
how it registers participants and what 
it does with the information it requires 
its members to provide when they sign 
up.

These were the avenues of 
exploration our writer followed, and 
the results she found became the basis 
for the first installment of our coverage 
that ran in the last edition, as well as 
for the second part that was due to 
appear in this current issue.

That second installment will 
not appear—not because it was 
inadequately documented or poorly 
written but because our writer found 
that the site’s underpinnings were 
so heavily concealed beneath so 
many complex digital layers that it 
became impossible for us to reach any 
verifiable conclusions.

While our writer managed to 
compile a 2,600-word report of her 
findings, all of which were documented 
with details of what appears to be a 

labyrinthine system of interconnected 
electronic pathways, we simply do not 
have the breadth of staffing, the time 
or the collective expertise to compile 
the millions of related and unrelated 
pieces into a report we could provide to 
our readers with full confidence of its 
accuracy.

This does not mean we are any the 
less interested in knowing more about 
how Nextdoor.com operates, or about 
what it does with the information it 
requires its members to submit before 
they can receive access to its site.

As with many internet-based 
services, including those whose data-
mining policies have already been the 
focus of major concerns, we believe 
that any who sign up for seemingly 
innocuous online sites should know 
what permissions the service is 
requiring its members to agree to 
and what happens if and when those 
permissions result in information 
being used in ways we wouldn’t want it 
to be.

A simple search of comments from 
online users, while certainly not 100 
percent definitive, at least offers some 
insight into what others say they have 
experienced, evidence an article in 
The New York Times which reported 
recently on outrage in Oakland, Calif., 
where users complained that the 
service had become a magnet for racial 
profiling, leading African-American 
and Latino residents to be seen as 
suspects in their own neighborhoods—
something Nextdoor says it is aware of 
and trying to prevent. 

In conclusion, as with any online 
service that requires the user to divulge 
personal information or to anyone 
who is concerned about the broader 
implications for the community, we 
think such  an exploration is well 
advised—before signing away rights to 
a company we know little, if anything, 
about.

— Don Kirkland
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Our new ER 
 waiting room.

When you’re not feeling well, there’s no place like
home. That’s why we’ve made it possible for you
to wait at home for your turn to see an ER doctor.
Find out more at dignityhealth.org/emergency-care.

InQuicker should not be used for life-threatening emergencies or children under the age of three. Call 911 immediately for more serious conditions.
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Dayspring church's 
LGBT stance followed 
by anti-gun activism

Bring me in to
University Animal Hospital

2500 S. Hardy Drive | Tempe

480.968.9275 
universityvet.com

$20 off  
exam for NEW Clients

Expires 3/22/17

PREVENTATIVE AND GERIATRIC CARE  vaccine and wellness screenings 
MEDICAL  routine to complicated medicine 

SURGICAL elective to advanced procedures

Mennonite pastor turned blacksmith Mike Martin at his forge.                                          — Photo courtesy Dayspring United Methodist Church 

By Joyce Coronel

On the heels of its decision, alongside a majority 
of other United Methodist churches in the U.S. 
to protest a recent vote by the UMC’s General 
Conference to continue its ban on same-sex marriage 
and ordination, a Tempe congregation will soon host 
two anti-gun-violence activists. 

Dayspring United Methodist’s Sunday, March 24, 
morning services will feature presentations by Shane 
Claiborne and Mike Martin whose “Beating Guns 
Tour” is in the midst of a multi-city run. 

A 90-minute presentation takes place at the 
church at 2 p.m. as Claiborne, alongside Martin, 
a Mennonite pastor turned blacksmith, offer a 
Christian response to gun violence in America. 

The afternoon presentation will feature music, 
art and stories of people impacted by gun violence, 
culminating with an invitation for the audience to 
take a hammer and transform a gun into a garden 
tool. 

Inspired by the biblical prophets’ call to “beat 
swords into plowshares,” Claiborne and Martin, who 

use a forge and other blacksmithing tools in their 
presentation, are promoting their new book, “Beating 
Guns: Hope for People Who Are Weary of Violence.” 

The Dayspring event coincides with the one-year 
anniversary of the “March for Our Lives” rally held 
in Washington, D.C., and around the country in the 
wake of the 2018 Parkland, Florida, school shooting 

that took the lives of 17 students and staff. 
Jeff Procter-Murphy, pastor of Dayspring, said 

his daughter’s childhood has been impacted by gun 
violence. 

“My daughter Claire was a sixth-grader when 
the Sandy Hook shooting occurred—the deadliest 
elementary school shooting–and a high school 

Expires 4/5/19
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Stylish and innovative home modifications, as seen in these grab bars — one is part of the soap dish — are helping seniors stay safe at home. 
         — Photos courtesy Re-Bath and Kitchens

• Selectively sourced materials imported from around the world.
•  We carry a range of natural & artifi cial stones, including 

granite, marble, quartz, and porcelain that will work for any home design or commercial project.
• We offer a selection of sinks and tiles to complete your home improvement project.
•  Our expert team can guide you through the selection process, ensuring you get the product you 

want and the best customer service possible.

www.aristastones.com
480.659.0222

Mon-Fri 9am-5pm, Sat 10am-2pm
695 W Elliot Rd, Tempe AZ

email: info@aristastones.com
Instagram: @aristahome

Facebook: Arista Quartz & Natural Stones

Save the date for our Spring Fling Open House on March 30th.
Follow our social media pages for more info.

SUPPLIER OF QUALITY STONES 
TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

junior when the deadliest high school 
shooting in U.S. history took place at 
Parkland. Her middle and high school 
years have been framed–and marred–
by horrific gun violence. [We have] a 
generation of students going to school 
in fear, with lockdowns commonplace 
across the land,” Procter-Murphy said. 

The anti-gun-violence presentation 
at Dayspring offers a concrete response 
to the crisis. 

“We have the audacity to believe 
that it is not the will of God for 
approximately 105 people to die from 
guns each day in the U.S.,” Claiborne 
and Martin say in a press release 
regarding their tour. 

Claiborne and Martin’s presentation 
will address fear in America, corporate 
accountability, the number of guns in 
the U.S., “gun capitalists,” victims and 
the National Rifle Association. 

Their book tour kicked off on 
March 9 in Philadelphia, stopping in 
more than 35 cities during the pre-
Easter season of Lent. 

Claiborne and Martin have also 
launched the Disarming Network to 

help people connect with safe spaces to 
disable guns according to Federal ATF 
guidelines.

Dayspring United Methodist 
Church, on Elliot Road in Tempe, has 
come to be known in the community as 
a progressive house of worship. From 
jazz communion services and having a 
local rabbi address the congregation, 
to an active welcoming of the LGBT 
community and celebration of Earth 
Day, Dayspring has sought to reach 
those who might not feel at home in 
more conservative churches. 

Pastor Jeff Procter-Murphy’s blog 
describes progressive Christianity 
as, “An expression of the faith that 
embraces critical biblical scholarship 
and welcomes metaphorical readings 
of Scripture, allowing for fresh, 
relevant understandings of the text 
…This helps us understand how 
tribalism, slavery, the subjugation 
of women, and heterosexism are but 
cultural byproducts from a distant 
time and place that need to be put to 
rest once and for all.” 

Information: dayspring-umc.org
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TCAA mobilizing volunteers 
as part of  ‘March for Meals’ 
campaign to help seniors, 
disabled to have better lives

Shari Hamblin, a volunteer with Tempe Community Action Agency, has spent the last 12 years delivering meals to homebound seniors in the community.                 — Photos courtesy TCAA 

By Nicholas Johnsen

Though known to many as a college town, Tempe 
is also home to a growing elderly and disabled 
population, many of whom require assistance with 
day-to-day tasks such as preparing meals and other 
seemingly routine chores. Good help, some have 
found, can be hard to come by.  

For the entire month of March, Tempe 
Community Action Agency is participating in the 
“March for Meals” program, in partnership with 
Meals on Wheels.

Through March for Meals, TCAA is looking for 
dedicated volunteers to help deliver prepared food to 
senior and disabled individuals without the financial 
means to employ such help themselves. 

One volunteer with TCAA with whom we spoke 
was Shari Hamblin, a textbook example of a good 
Samaritan. Hamblin has been volunteering with 
TCAA delivering meals for over 12 years now, each 
year more impactful than the rest. 

When asked why she’s put in so much time, 
Hamblin had one response: The people. 

“I feel like we’re doing good for them, and I love 
working with people. I’m partial.” 

Hamblin went on to describe a normal day of 
volunteering. She picks up her deliveries and her 
usual list, gasses up, and sets out. About two hours 
later, 12 meals have been sent off, 12 days more 
enjoyable and 12 lives much brighter. 

To better understand why volunteers like 
Hamblin are tackling this problem head on and how 
important the work is, TCAA Executive Director 
Deborah Arteaga weighed in. Arteaga explained that 
nearly 85 percent of Tempe’s senior citizenship is 
stressed financially in some way or another. 

“They’re struggling to pay for the kind of care that 
they need. Some tell us they skip medications or take 
smaller doses to try and stretch one out.” 

The kind of care Arteaga is talking about is often 
expensive and out of reach for many who still need 
help, so TCAA steps in where it can. 

Arteaga also explained that, through Tempe 
Neighbors Helping Neighbors, TCAA will be seeking 
to expand its provided elderly and disabled care to 
helping with things such as trips to the doctor or 
the grocery store, or maintenance around the house.  
With this upcoming expansion and the warmer, 
busier meal delivery season around the corner, both 
Hamblin and Arteaga expressed the same concern 
for more help. 

As an opportunity to assist those in need and 
develop lasting relationships at the same time, March 
for Meals seems to be as good as it gets. 

For more information on how to get involved in 
the Home-Delivered Meal Program, contact TCAA at 
www.tempeaction.org/volunteer. Meal carriers must 
have a reliable car, proof of a current Arizona driver’s 
license, clean driving record, auto insurance and pass 
a background check. 

Mileage reimbursements are also available for 
drivers.  

April 13 finish line for race 
to end homelessness 

Tempe Community Action Agency’s Race to 
Alleviate Homelessness takes place Saturday, April 13 
at Kiwanis Park. 

The family-friendly community event features a 
timed 5K run for serious competitors and a 1-mile 
walk for those less athletically inclined.   

The public is invited to join faith-based partners, 
ommunity members, elected officials, neighbors and 
service organizations to help support efforts to provide 
safe shelter and pathways out of homelessness for 
men and women in Tempe.  

The event features live music, games, food and 
beverage trucks, raffles, information tables and 
kid-friendly activities—all while raising money and 
awareness for what is recognized as a vital community 
service. 

The race supports the mission of Tempe 
Community Action Agency’s I-HELP Shelter Program: 
to assist men and women to overcome homelessness 
and improve their level of self-reliance. 

I-HELP is Tempe’s only homeless shelter program 
and serves up to 40 men and women per night with 
involvement from a vast network of community and 
faith-based partners. 

Six hundred homeless men and women annually 
seek safety, shelter and support in their journey to 
regain independence and long-term self-sufficiency. 
I-HELP empowers men and women to overcome 
their challenges, both short and long-term, in order 
to successfully secure employment, safe permanent 
housing, and independence.

Information: tempeaction.org.
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preventive measures their agencies may have in place. 
Their responses follow: 

Lt. Michael Hayes
We have a variety of wellness programs within the 

Tempe Police Department.  
All of these programs are designed to increase 

resilience both physically and mentally. 
New officers begin acclimating within the law 

enforcement culture by joining our Advisor Program. 
In this program new officers are assigned an advisor 

who can assist them with anything needed from the 
beginning until they are off probation. The relationship 
lasts well over a year, although can continue much longer 
informally.  

Advisors go to a 10-hour training incorporating 
wellness, communication and goal-setting skills, financial 
and employee assistance, as well as going over Tempe PD’s 
five key initiatives. 

We believe this program is vital in acclimating 
new employees to law enforcement and to the Tempe 
Police Department.  The advisor is solely a mentor to 
the new employee, which we feel is important so that 
communication is not inhibited by the training and grading 
process. We also have a strong CISM, or Critical Incident 
Stress Management, program of about 40 officers/
sergeants.  

CISM personnel are highly trained to assist those who 
have gone through a critical incident at work or are having 
issues outside of work. CISM provides a contact person 
to discuss any ongoing issues or to provide resources 
when the need is greater than they can assist with. Even 
if resources are provided, the CISM person still continues 
contact to assist with the process. CISM also conducts 

structured briefings during extreme critical incidents to 
those that were directly involved during the incident. 

If an officer is involved in a shooting, a (key 
multidisciplinary group) meets within two days of the 
incident to start talking about the welfare of the officer 
and to designate a point of contact. The purpose of these 
meetings is to ease the burden on the officer and to 
make sure the appropriate care and communication is 
happening. 

Officers also have at their disposal the city of Tempe 
employee assistance program where officers can attend 
up to eight counseling sessions. We recently began a 
wellness class that teaches people how to regulate stress 
on their own. We are exposing officers to resilience 
through breathing and movement.  In this class officers 
and dispatchers will learn techniques to move and breathe 
more efficiently to reduce stress. This will be a tool they 
can use on their own to maintain wellness.

A new program we are beginning is the tracking of 
not only the amount of critical incidents that officers are 
involved in but other incidents as well, including accidents, 
complaints and use-of-force incidents, among other topics.  

Supervisors will be provided an early update as to when  
officers have had a variety of work- related issues come 
up over the last six months. The supervisor will be able to 
look into this to see if any potential issues may arise. This 
will be extremely beneficial as we understand a variety of 
smaller cumulative issues can have extreme effects when a 
large critical incident occurs. 

We also understand a large (number) of cumulative 
issues may affect some negatively without a large 
critical incident occurring. Hopefully, by obtaining this 
information early, we can assist employees to maintain 
wellness and thrive throughout their career. 
Asst. Chief Craig Fredricks

PTSD and firefighter-, police- and military-suicides are 
occurring at an alarming rate.  Tempe Fire Medical Rescue, 

through our labor/management process, has developed a 
comprehensive employee assistance program that focuses 
on the unique needs of our firefighters. The program 
includes professional behavioral health provided by Public 
Safety Crisis Solutions and a peer support component 
provided by trained members of the department. 

Both labor and management utilize member welfare 
people whose job it is to determine fit-for- duty status and 
assist in getting personalized help to members who need it. 

We are developing a culture of wellness that includes 
early recognition of stressors and methods of coping. 

This includes allowing time away from work to seek 
assistance if necessary. There is a notification system in 
place for when our firefighters respond to calls that we 
consider to be high stress in nature. 

These high-stress incidents have an increased chance 
of resulting in long-term psychological effects and include 
such incidents as child drownings, suicides and major 
or unusual violent incidents. All of our members have 
training in recognition of high-stress incidents. When one 
of these incidents occurs, notification is made up the chain 
of command and out through our dedicated member-
welfare team. 

That team, in turn, puts into motion a check on our 
firefighters that responded to the incident and begins 
assigning peer support members for future welfare checks. 
Our peer support members have training in early support 
of firefighters who need assistance and the ability to 
recognize a greater need and steer them toward more 
appropriate professional help when necessary. 

Because stress is often cumulative and can come 
from many different sources, we are attempting to be 
comprehensive in our approach to stress management. 

All of our members have training in recognition and 
the ability to access peer support and other resources 
for themselves or others via a web based program called 
Firestrong. This program was developed and made 
available through our firefighter labor group, Local 493.

Dangers
From Page 1
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The annual book festival at Tempe Public Library draws crowds with local authors, giveaways  
and games.          — Photo courtesy of Tempe Public Library

Tempe library turns a new 
page as national-award finalist

 — LIBRARY, Page 26

“Put a Former Arizona Police
Offi cer on YOUR side!”

Call Today

480-247-6366
www.knowleslaw.org

2852 S. Carriage Lane - Mesa, AZ 85202

Anthony J. Knowles
Attorney at Law

Former Arizona Police Offi cer

Personal Injury / Auto Accidents 
18 Years Experience & No Upfront Fee

“If you don’t get paid we don’t either”

She also was a top member of 
Pitt’s gymnastic team, partly under 
the tutelage of assistant coach Jessica 
Santos.

After Pitt, Croop went on to earn 
her Master’s in Sports and Exercise 
Psychology from Chatham University. 
She had also sent an audition video to 
Cirque du Soleil, and was both thrilled 
and disappointed when she heard back.

“I had a really good internship,” 
says Croop. “And I’m one of those 
people who, if I start something, I 
really want to finish it. I had to sort of 
ask them, ‘can you not call me until 
August of 2011?’ I had them in my cell 
phone as ‘CIRQUE,’ and it was really 
exciting every time that came up.”

The master’s degree duly obtained, 
Croop was at last able to run away and 
join the circus. 

She accepted a position with 
“Cirque,” appearing in the (now closed) 

Las Vegas show Viva Elvis, and then in 
the touring company of Corteo.

Although working for the company 
has given Croop the opportunity to 
travel and perform all over the world, 
she seemed particularly delighted by 
her stop in the Valley, as it gave her the 
chance to reconnect with Santos.

“It’s so cool,” says Croop. “I’m so 
excited for her to see a show.”

It was also gratifying to learn 
that Croop had essentially the same 
response that I did to the daunting 
prospect of joining the cast of Cirque 
du Soleil; it looked superhuman to her 
too.

“The first time I saw it, I thought, 
how can I do something in that show?” 
she says.

“I think everybody has that 
reaction. But then you do the training, 
and you become one of those people.”

Cirque du Soleil’s Amaluna 
plays through April 14 at State 
Farm Stadium, 1 Cardinals Drive in 
Glendale. Tickets start at $48.  Go to 
cirquedusoleil.com or call 602-379-
0102 for tickets and details.

Cirque
From Page 1 

See facing page for more photos

By Noah Kutz
It’s the Academy Awards of the 

library universe. The Tempe Public 
Library has become a finalist for the 
2019 National Medal for Museum 
and Library Service, the nation’s most 
prestigious recognition for public 
institutions that make extraordinary 
contributions to their communities. 
Tempe’s is the third library in Arizona 
to be nominated, and the only 
institution in the state ever to become 

a finalist.
In this race to be named the top-

performing library or museum in 
America, candidates must showcase 
their innovative ways of bringing 
neighborhoods together in a world of 
declining reliance on community-based 
institutions. 

Despite local communities having 
drifted toward e-books, social media 
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‘THEY FLOAT THROUGH THE AIR WITH THE GREATEST OF EASE . . .  The daring young women on the flying trapeze’

Performers from Cirque du Soleil, top, were on hand for gymnastics competition at ASU; Alix Croop, lower left, 

signs autographs for young admirers; Croop was reunited with her former coach, Jessica Santos, lower right. 

 

— Wrangler News photos by Billy Hardiman 
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Dayspring
From Page 1

C e l e b r at e  E a s t e r  at  F i r s t  b a p t i s t  c h u r c h  o f  t e m p e

4525 S. McClintock Dr, Tempe, AZ 85282
For additional information or to request a tour 
from our Senior Pastor Dr. Roger Ball:

Visit our website

fbc-tempe.org or call 480.839.0926
ALL ARE WELCOME

GOOD FRIDAY
APRIL 19

7:00 pm
Worship Center

 

EASTER SUNDAY 
APRIL 21

 
“Easter Changed the World: How?”

8:00 am - Worship Center
9:30 am - Worship Center

9:30 am - Upstairs Intersect Worship
11:00 am - Worship Center 

Kindergarten and younger in 
Kid City 

at 9:30 and 11:00

Children Grades 1-6 are in 
Family Friendly Worship in the 

Worship Center at
9:30 and 11:00.

Teens at 11:00 am in Worship Center.

LOVE GOD  • LOVE PEOPLE
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Blend of experience a 
plus for end of season

Sports
with Alex Zener

For more information, visit TempeUnion.org/VanishtheVape
Funded      partnership with the Arizona High School Health and Wellness grant.partnership with the Arizona High School Health and Wellness grant.      

Tempe • McClintock • Marcos de Niza • Corona del Sol
Mountain Pointe • Desert Vista • Compadre

The Aztecs have all the makings of a good team, 
with 10 seniors, five returning players from last 
season and six younger players who should soon be 
able to mesh to finish the season strong.

“I am very excited about this season,” says coach 
Geoffrey Horewitch. “We had a great group of kids 
come out for volleyball this year.”

“We have the potential for strong leadership 
among our group with 10 seniors and five returning 
players,” said Horewitch. “They all have the same 
drive and goals for the season.” 

The returning players are Niko Zeiner, James 
Watson, Sebastian Burgos, Zack Lobeck and Tyler 
Lai.

This season is Zeiner’s fourth year on the varsity 
team and third year as the starting setter.

“Niko has continued to grow as a setter and 
become a dominant player on the court with 
his ability to change the flow of the game” said 
Horewitch. “He was top three in the state last year in 
assists and should be able to repeat that performance 

this year.”
Zeiner currently has 231 assists over 32 sets or an 

average of 7.2 assists a set.
Watson, who has 72 kills and 18 blocks in 32 sets 

is one of the three players Horewitch is expecting to 
be the better hitters on the team. Swansiger and Lai 
are the other two.

“James returns as one of our top players with the 
ability to play on the pin and in the middle,” said 
Horewitch. “He was very dominant last year in the 
middle for us but has increased his volleyball IQ a lot 
over the off season so he may be even be able to help 
us in another position.” 

Burgos, who could play both middle blocker and 
outside hitter, is credited with 26 kills and 11 blocks 
so far this season.

Lai played libero last season, as a freshman, but 
has moved to the outside hitter position this season 
where he is leading the team in kills with 81.

“Tyler is one of the most athletic players on the 
team,” said Horewitch. “He has continued to grow on 
and off the court and it shows in his performance on 
the court this season.”

Lobeck was a transfer student last year so 
although he was able to practice with the team, he 
was not able to play in any games. He became eligible 
at the beginning of this season and has already 
started to have an impact on the team’s success with 
46 kills and 21 blocks.

“We are very happy to have Zach be able to play 
in games his senior season,” said Horewitch. ‘He is 
very athletic plus he has been working hard in the off 
season to be prepared for his final campaign.”

In addition to the five returning players, the 

Aztecs have some new promising players on the team 
that Horewitch is hoping will have an impact on the 
team’s success the rest of the season.

 Goran Swansiger, a former baseball player, came 
out for volleyball his senior year.

“Goran played volleyball in middle school, so he 
knows the basics of the game,” said Horewitch. “As 
a left-handed 6-foot-3 hitter, has a very high ceiling 
and should prove to be an asset on our team.”

Milt Hatzidakis is the second senior transfer 
to Corona on the team. He is a soccer player from 
Nebraska who decided to go out for volleyball to give 
it a try.

“Although Milt does not have much experience 
playing volleyball, he is 6-foot-5 and very athletic,” 
said Horewitch. “He has the drive to help the team in 
any way possible.”

Connor O’Brien, just a freshman, is the starting 
libero for the Aztecs.

“Connor is new to the program but has a lot 
of athletic ability and is a very good libero,” said 
Horewitch. “He is leading the team in digs with 102 
digs which is nearly one-third of the team’s current 
313 total digs.”

Other members of the Aztec volleyball team 
include senior defensive specialist Yuki Yamada, 
opposite hitter Uday Mohanty, outside hitter 
Santiago Connolly, middle blocker Finn Boyle and 
middle blocker Carson Bryan, junior backup setter 
Micah Lloyd and middle blocker Ahmed Wali and 
sophomore defensive specialist Owen Vullo.

The Aztecs are 1-10 so far this season but should 
improve over the rest of the season in the hopes of 
making it into the state tournament.
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Screen Repair
Service
McKay's True Value® is the place for 
screen repair and replacement! You’ll  
get expert service at a fair price on 
repair or replacement of window, 
patio and door screens. Refresh your 
old screens—and your home—with 
help from your local True Value.

McKay's True Value
4939 W Ray Rd

Chandler, AZ 85226
480-686-8064

RACE TO ALLEVIATE 
HOMELESSNESS

Grab your friends, family & comfortable shoes
 & join us in Tempe for a 5K run or 1 mile walk

Saturday, April 13
Kiwanis Park - North Field

On-site registration begins at 6:30 am
Race begins at 7:30 am
Walk begins at 7:45 amtempeaction.org

“We have an athletic team that allows for some 
players to play multiple position,” said Horewitch. 
“Add that versatility to the fact that we are a lot taller 
overall than last season, our blocking and hitting 
should improve the second half of the season.”

Corona Track and Field
Nineteen teams competed at the annual Aztec 

Invite sponsored by Corona on March 2. Corona’s 
boys team took fourth place behind Desert Vista, 
Highland and Chandler.

The top finisher for the Aztecs in the track events 
was junior Jean Boyd who took first place in the 100 
meters with a time of 10.92. 

Boyd took second place in the 200 meters with 
a time of 22.55. Sophomore Jack Farley finished in 
fifth place while senior Joshua Holt took 16th place 
in the same race. 

Freshman Jaden Shepherd was fifth in the 
40-meter dash.

Junior Kaden Williamson missed getting fifth 
place in the 400 meters by .01 seconds. A runner 
from Chandler finished with a time of 52.30 while 
Williamson’s recorded time was 52.31 giving him a 
sixth-place finish.

Senior David Keeney took 8th place in the same 
400 meters for Corona.

In the 1600 meters, junior Zachary Johnson 
took sixth place with a time of 4:37.81 while senior 
Raymond Mendoza-Lopez was 12th in the 800 
meters. 

Junior Domino Arellano was the top finisher for 
the Aztecs in the 3200 meters taking 16th place.

Junior Josiah Johnson was the top finisher in 

the hurdle events with a 16th place finish in the 110-
meter hurdles.

With Boyd as the lead-off runner, Corona’s 4x100 
relay team of Boyd, Farley, Devon McGee and Holt 
crossed the finish line in second place.

Keeney, Calib McIntosh, Williamson and James 
Van Wicklin finished sixth in the 4x400 relay while 
the 4x800 relay team of Bennett Gunning, Callum 
Rohier, Diego Diaz and Connor McGowen finished 
ninth in the 4x800 relay.

Senior Tanner Kippes was the highlight in the 
field events with a first-place finish in the pole vault 
setting a personal record with a 15-00 jump.

Senior Alexander Webber tied for 10th place also 
in the pole vault setting a personal record with a 
10-06 jump.

Junior Issam Zerek took fourth place in the triple 
jump while junior Jordan Nichols finished in 11th 
place.

Senior Michael Hall finished in seventh place in 
the discus with a throw of 133-03 and ninth in the 
shot put while junior Alden Moody took 12th place in 
the discus.

Other notable field event finishers included a 14th 
place for junior Demetrius Rock and a 17th place 
for Holt in the long jump and a 17th place for junior 
Conner Burns and an 18th place for senior Casey 
Barmore in the relatively new to Arizona high school 
track events, the javelin.

Corona’s girls team was 10th out of 18 teams who 
competed at the Aztec Invite with two top finishers 
in the track events. Senior Trinity Pierce took third 
place in the 40-yard dash with a time of 6.24 and 
Meg Horvath placed third in the 100 meters with a 

time of 12.76.
In the 200 meters, the Aztecs top finisher was 

junior Anisa McLain who took 15th place while senior 
Lauryn White was 22nd. 

Sophomore Audry Weidner was the top finisher in 
the 400 meters with a 17th place. 

Weidner was also Corona’s top finisher in the 800 
meters crossing the finish line in 16th place followed 
by freshman Ashlinn Aguayo who was 19th.

Sophomore Peyton Burnside took 13th place in 
the 3200 meters while freshman Sachiko Devine was 
25th.

Pierce and sophomore Zoey Allen gave Corona 
a 15th and 16th placed finish, respectively, in the 
100-meter hurdles, while Allen finished higher in 
the 300-meter hurdles with a 14th place finish while 
Pierce placed 20th.

Corona’s top finish in the relay events was a 
fourth-place by the 4x200 team of Horvath, McLain, 
Haley Johnson and White followed by a seventh 
place by the 4x100 team of McLain, Haley Johnson, 
Suzie Marshall and Horvath.

The 4x400 relay team of Aguayo, Zoe Johnson, 
Abigail Holmes and Anissa Rios took 10th place. 

White was the top finisher in the field events with 
a third-place finish in the triple jump event with a 
jump of 34-07. She was followed by sophomore Kayla 
Cortez in 11th place, junior Marshall in 13th and 
junior Payton Deer in 15th place.

Deer was the top Corona finisher in the long jump 
taking 12th place with a jump of 15.02 feet.

Agnew and Haley Johnson were impressive with 
a fifth and sixth place finish in the new javelin event 
while Agnew also competed in the shotput where she 
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placed 15th.
In the discus event, senior Brooke Schmidt took 

11th place with an 81-04.25 throw. 
Freshman Morgan Crudup was 19th in the 

shotput behind Agnew but then placed 14th in the 
discus just ahead of Agnew who placed 15th in the 
same event.

Corona competed a week later, Mar. 8, at the 
Brophy Prep AMDG Invitational, where some of the 
Aztec track and field athletes continued to improve 
their records and finish placement.

For instance, Boyd improved his time by setting 
another personal record in the 100 meters at 
the Brophy Prep Invite with a time of 10.86 and 
Williamson was able to improve his time in the 400 
meters by setting a personal record of 51.98.

Zachary Johnson improved not only his time but 
his finish place at the Brophy Prep Invite by moving 
from up from sixth at the Aztec Invite to a fifth-place 
finish with a personal best time of 4:31.31 in the 
1600 meters.

Mendoza-Lopez also improved his finish and 
time at the Brophy Prep Invite in the 800 meters by 
improving his placement from 12th place at the Aztec 
Invite to a fifth-place finish with a season record 
time of 2:04.96.

Josiah Johnson went from 16th at the Aztec Invite 
in the 110-meter hurdles to a ninth-place finish at 
the Brophy Prep Invite with a season record time of 
17.10.

In the field events, Kippes continued to place first 
in the pole vault, but was joined by teammate senior 
Wyatt Hackenyos in the top ten when he took sixth 
place with a season record vault of 11-06.

Hall moved up from a seventh-place finish at the 
Aztec Invite to sixth place in the discus and Moody 
moved from a 12th place finish to ninth place.

Junior Christopher Torla, who did not compete 
at the Aztec Invite, placed eighth in the discus with a 
season record of 117-01.

Nichols, who finished in 11th place at the Aztec 
Invite, took sixth place with a personal record of 
40-03.50.

Other notable finishes from the Brophy Prep 
Invite include senior Richard Pearsall, who did not 
run at the Aztec Invite but came in 10th in the 100 
meters with a personal record time of 11.25 and 
junior Steven Ortiz who also did not run the 300-
meter hurdles at the Aztec Invite but finished ninth 
setting a personal record of 43.69.

McClintock Track and Field

The Chargers competed in the Aztec Invite 
against mainly 6A schools but had some impressive 
results including a first-place finish by junior Jeremy 
Huckaby in the 40-meter dash.

Huckaby set a personal record time of 5.30 
beating out runners from Chandler, Perry, Chaparral, 
Corona and Brophy.

Huckaby also took seventh place in the 100 
meters while his teammate, freshman Prince Conteh, 
placed 10th.

In the 200 meters, Huckaby once again finished 
in the top 10 for McClintock with a sixth-place finish. 
Senior Jaleel Laffitte was ninth and Conteh finished 
10th in the 200 meters.

Lafitte ran in the 400 meters as well finishing in 

fourth place with a personal record time of 51.13
McClintock continued to show they could 

compete with the larger schools in the shorter 
distances by taking a first place in the 4x200 relay 
with the team of Laffitte, Conteh, Huckaby and 
Aidan Duvallon-Lohan.

The Charger’s 4x400 relay team of Conteh, 
Huckaby, Laffitte and Keyon Lindsey crossed the 
finish line in fourth place.

The top finisher for McClintock in the field events 
was Duvallon-Lohan who set a personal record of 
40-10.00 for a third place in the triple jump and a 
personal record 20-3:00 for an eighth-place finish in 
the long jump.

McClintock had nine runners compete in the 
track events and six in the field event from the girls 
team at the Aztec open.

The athletes who competed were: Seniors Areana 
Hamilton, Dymitrea Finley, Ayanna Augustine and 
Latise Howard; juniors Navaria Ortiz, Amelie Land 
and Mariska Bogaard; sophomores Selema Ortiz, 
Hailey Patrick, Olivia Fisher, Jordan Whitaker, Deyja 
Mack and Anje Hamilton; and freshman Ki’Anna 
Jones, and Ava Jacobson.

Navaria Ortiz took 10th place in the 100 meters 
and 11th in the 200 meters while Patrick was 39th 
out of 52 runners in the 100 meters.

Land finished in 18th place in the 400 meters 
while Jones was 25th out of 51 racers. Fisher finished 
38th out of 55 racers in the 1600 meters.

Areana Hamilton ran in the 100-meter hurdles 
while Whitaker ran in both the 100 meter and 300-
meter hurdles.

The Chargers 4x800 relay team of Selema Ortiz, 

AR-0008802533-06

PAID ADVERTISEMENT PAID ADVERTISEMENT

If you thought you have been to a Mexican restaurant lately you probably need to
reconsider and visit La Casa De Juana. The fare is authentic Mexican, and when we
say authentic we mean it. Upon entering you’ll be dazzled by the colorful décor, the
tables and chairs are beautiful, Mexican painted murals, colorful banners hanging
from the ceiling and the gracious service. Warm orange and yellow tones echoing
throughout the restaurant will make this your favorite Mexican Restaurant.
Take advantage of the great lunch and dinner specials, a bar with freshly made
drinks, TVs, and live guitar music for all ages on the weekends. Don’t forget about
the happy hour from 2 pm to 6 pm every day, with $2 beer (domestic and imports)
and $3 margaritas, this place is a must. The flavorful salsa, the delicious margaritas,
the extraordinary and well-priced food will definitely keep you coming back.

Make Your Reservation Today! 1805 E Elliot Rd,
Tempe AZ 85284
480-820-0837

1976 W Southern Ave
Mesa AZ 85202
480-962-9112

LA CASA DE JUANA
DELIVERS A KNOCKOUT WITH ITS FRESH,
AUTHENTIC AND MOUTHWATERING FOOD

Check out La Casa De Juana at www.juanashouse.com

If you think you have been to a 
Mexican restaurant lately you probably 

need to reconsider and visit
La Casa De Juana. 

The fare is authentic Mexican, and 
when we say authentic we mean it! Upon 
entering you’ll be dazzled by the colorful 
décor, beautiful tables and chairs, Mexican 
painted murals, colorful banners hanging 
from the ceiling and the gracious service. 

Warm orange and yellow tones echoing 
throughout the eatery will make this your 

favorite Mexican Restaurant.
Take advantage of the great lunch and 

dinner specials, a bar with freshly made 
drinks, TVs, and live guitar music for all 
ages on the weekends. 

Don’t forget the happy hour from 
2 p.m.to 6 p.m. every day, with $2 beer 
(domestic and imports) and $3 margaritas. 

This place is a must. The flavorful 
salsa, the delicious margaritas, the 
extraordinary and well-priced food will 
definitely keep you coming back. 1805 E Elliot Road

Tempe AZ 85284
480-820-0837Make Your Reservation Today!

Check out La Casa De Juana at www.juanashouse.com

LA CASA DE JUANA
DELIVERS A KNOCKOUT WITH ITS FRESH,

AUTHENTIC AND MOUTHWATERING FOOD

Advertisement
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Corona’s boys volleyball team has high hopes for a remarkable season with five returning starters from last season and quality leadership from the 10 seniors on 
the team. Team includes, from left, Finn Boyle, Ahmed Wali, Niko Zeiner, Zach Lobeck, Tyler Lai, Santiago Connolly, Micah Lloyd, Connor O’Brien, Owen Vullo, Yuki 
Yamada, Uday Mohanty, Sebastian Burgos, Carson Bryan, James Watson  and Goran Swansiger.                                            —  Photo courtesy Dion Deguzeman

Jones, Land and 
Bogaard finished in 
fourth place while the 
4x200 relay team of 
Land, Jones, Navaria 
Ortiz and Selema Ortiz 
came in eighth out of 12 
teams.

In the field events 
Finley took sixth place 
with a put of 32-11.00 
which was a personal 
record for her. She 
also placed 11th place 
in the javelin and set 
a personal record of 
52-02 in the discus.

+Augustine placed 
16th out of 45 athletes 
in the shot put while 
Howard was 26th and 
Mack was 35th in the 
same event.

Mack also competed 
in the discus where 
she came in 31st and 
in the javelin finishing 
20th out of 44 athletes. 
Jacobsen also competed 
for McClintock in the 
javelin.

Anje Hamilton 
competed in the long 
jump for the Chargers.

Tickets still available for 
Hotshots‘ March 24 opener

Just because ASU’s Sun Devils and the Arizona Cardinals 
have wound down their seasons doesn’t mean football is 
over. 

Tempe now can boast the Arizona Hotshots, providing a new 
home football team to cheer for this year.

Best of all, Tempe residents can get tickets to the Sunday, 
March 24 game against San Diego Fleet for half price—$32.50 for 
some of the best seats in the stadium. 

This is the first season for the Arizona Hotshots. The team 
plays at Sun Devil Stadium, giving ASU football fans more games 
at the house they love best. 

“I’m honored that Tempe and Sun Devil Stadium is home to 
the Arizona Hotshots,” Tempe Mayor Mark Mitchell said. 

“The Alliance is a great opportunity for football fans and our 
downtown welcomes welcomes them with open arms. I hope to 
see many residents join us for the game against the Fleet!” 

You can be part of a new tradition by attending the inaugural 
Tempe game. 

Founded by TV and film producer Charlie Ebersol and Hall of 
Famer Bill Polian, the Arizona Hotshots is a professional football 
team that is part of the Alliance of American Football, which  
features eight teams under a single entity structure, playing a 
12-week season. 

Kickoff is 1 p.m. but early arrival is advised to visit the city 
sports booth, featuring a boating experience as a giveaway and 
golf specials.  

Information: Tanner.Roush@aaf.com or 623-900-4276. 
Discounted tickets for the Sunday, March 24 game are 

available at 
www.azhotshotscityoftempeoffer.
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Dignity Health has just opened its 
newest freestanding emergency room 
in Tempe.

The new facility is licensed under Dignity Health Arizona 
General Hospital-Mesa, which opened last year in the East 
Valley. To celebrate the grand opening, Dignity Health Arizona 
General Hospital Emergency Room-Tempe hosted a ribbon  

 
cutting with the Tempe Chamber of Commerce. “On behalf 
of our entire team, we are pleased to be a part of the Tempe 
community and look forward to providing residents with 
access to the high quality emergency medical care,” said Dr. 
Glen McCracken, facility medical director.  The Dignity Health 
Arizona General Hospital Emergency Room is a full-service 
emergency room, licensed by the state, and open 24-7.   

 
The new facility is staffed by board-certified physicians,  
emergency trained registered nurses and radiology 
technologists and equipped with a full radiology suite and an 
accredited laboratory. It has full access to Dignity Health’s 
network of physicians and specialists and is located at  
5125 S. Rural Road.  
For more information, visit azgeneraler.com. 

Dignity Health  
opens new Tempe ER 

If you don’t see the hotline number listed, contact 
administrators at your child’s school now and ask to have 
it added. Encourage administrators to call Teen Lifeline to 
implement the program. 

A—Ask about thoughts of suicide. If you are concerned 
about your child, it is important to ask them about 
thoughts of suicide. It is a common misconception that 
you can give someone the idea of suicide, if you ask about 
it. Openly asking the question gives your teen permission 
to talk about their feelings, including the emotions, 
frustrations or challenges they are going through. 

F—Form connections. Strong connections to family, 
friends and community support are a protective factor 
for teens. To help prevent teen suicide, form a stronger 
connection with a teen in your life today. For example, 
send a text to ask how their day is going, plan something 

fun to do together, eat dinner together or ask about how 
things are going in their life. 

E—Encourage positive relationships. Many times, a 
teen’s friends help them feel supported and cared for. 
These friendships can come through school, sports teams, 
clubs, church groups and even social media. Encourage 
connections with peers and adults who are a positive 
influence in a teen’s life. Think twice before cutting off all 
contact with friends or social media, which can actually 
increase risk. Instead opt for allowing some connection to 
continue but limit the time or duration.

“We know the time leading up to and after spring 
break can be especially stressful for teens,” says Michelle 
Moorhead, Teen Lifeline executive director. 

“Stressors can be anything from midterm exams 
to a break from friends which can leave teens feeling 
overwhelmed and alone.

“Connection to others, hope for the future, access to 
services and basic coping and life skills all help reduce 
risk and ultimately prevent teen suicide,” she adds. 

“But it takes the entire community to help our most 
vulnerable teens. It is important to know the things that 

put your teen at risk as well as the things that will protect 
them from the risk of suicide.” 

An average of one out of every three calls to the service 
is from a teen considering suicide. The vast majority of 
those calls were resolved with a plan for getting a caring 
adult involved. Most callers hung up feeling as though 
their problem was more manageable, increasing their 
hope for the future, according to Moorhead.  

If you know a teenager who is struggling, suggest they 
reach out to the Teen Lifeline hotline at 602-248-TEEN 
(8336) or 800-248-TEEN. The service is staffed by teen 
peer counselors from 3 p.m. until 9 p.m. every day of the 
year. 

Trained suicide prevention counselors staff the phones 
at all other hours.

Teens can also text with peer counselors at 602-248-
8336 between 3 and 9 p.m. daily.

Concerned parents are encouraged to contact Teen 
Lifeline with questions related to their teen’s behavior, 
to discuss how to help their child or to find community 
resources for additional intervention.

Information: TeenLifeline.org.

S.A.F.E.
From Page 1
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Commentary by Joyce Coronel

Securing a spot in a top-notch, 
prestigious university is one of 
those achievements many young 

people and their parents dream of and 
work hard to achieve. 

Whether that treasured acceptance 
letter comes as a result of stellar 
academics, outstanding athletic 
performance or a combination of the two, 
the road to an Ivy-League or Division 1 
college diploma is fraught with challenges. 

Tempe residents Bob and Sandy 
McCauley know all about that. Their son, 
Max, Corona Class of 2006, is a graduate 
of Harvard Law School. “He worked very 
hard at ASU to get a perfect record and 
got all A’s because he wanted to go to 
Harvard,” Sandy said. 

So when the news broke that dozens of 
wealthy parents—among them an Arizona 
real estate developer—bribed their sons’ 
and daughters’ way into coveted colleges, 
the McCauleys had something to say about 
it. 

“I am absolutely disgusted by it,” Sandy 
said. “I feel like the Hollywood people and 
others who are so condescending about 
ordinary people all the time—the same 
ones who are always making such a big 
deal about minority opportunities—they 
cheated, using their own influence and 
their own money to get their kids into 
these prestigious schools.

“It’s just unbelievable.” 
Sandy says her heart goes out to 

students who may have missed their shot 
at attending an acclaimed institution of 
higher learning. “What really upsets me 
is that there are kids who didn’t get into 
these schools because they were displaced 
by people who cheated,” Sandy said. “It’s 
very disheartening.” 

Federal authorities have charged 50 
people in the largest college-admissions 
scam in U.S. history. Parents were accused 
of paying as much as $6.5 million to 
get their offspring into the likes of Yale, 
Georgetown and Stanford, among other 
top-name schools. College athletic coaches 
have also been implicated in the schemes. 
From bribes to cheating on entrance exams 
to fudging athletic records, it’s a dispiriting 
catalogue of dishonesty in America. 

When word of the scandal began 
capturing headlines, my mind went back to 
my own teen years and my father, a man of 
unparalleled integrity who endeavored to 
instill in me and my siblings an unswerving 
commitment to honesty in all things. 

During my sophomore year in high 
school, I worked at an ice-cream shop a 
couple miles from home. In daylight hours, 

I was allowed to walk or ride my bike to 
work, but for the Monday-evening shift, 
Dad would pick me up once my co-workers 
and I finished up for the night. Depending 
on how long it took us to defrost all the 
ice-cream cases and complete other closing 
duties, we might finish anywhere between 
9:30 and 10:15 p.m. This was 1978, long 
before the ubiquitous cell phone. 

The store owner had a lock on the 
office phone, so we couldn’t make any 
outgoing calls. There was a payphone 
(remember those?) near the drinking 
fountain though, and a girl I worked with 
would borrow two dimes from the register, 
deposit them in the payphone, call home 
and let it ring once. She would then hang 
up, retrieve the two dimes and return them 
to the register. 

“See,” she told me. “Now my parents 
know they can come get me.”

I explained this ingenious 
communication method to Dad when he 
dropped me off the following Monday 
night and told him to await his signal. 
When I got in the car a few hours later, I 
was feeling a bit smug about how Dad and 
I had communicated for free and without 
actually speaking. Dad, however, had a 
different take. 

“Doll,” he told me, “next week I’ll park 
in front of the store and wait for you. Or, I 
can just give you a quarter.” 

“But why, Dad?” I asked, bewildered 
and yet somehow knowing deep down 
there was something slightly shady about 
calling home without really…calling. 

“It’s cheating. You’re using the phone 
company’s equipment and not paying for 
it. And you shouldn’t take anything from 
the register, ever.” 

And so that’s how we managed until 
my career in frozen desserts ended and I 
became an ASU Sun Devil (no cheating to 
get in, either).

My point is that I never once, in my 
entire life, ever had reason to doubt that 
my father would do the right thing, given a 
choice between being honest and cheating. 
He taught us that any form of dishonesty, 
no matter how seemingly slight, was 
wrong, a slippery slope that would lead to 
more egregious offenses. 

As a parent myself, I know this: 
Our children look up to us. The 

question is, what do they see? My heart 
breaks for those whose parents have 
not modeled integrity for their sons and 
daughters. 

No college dream is worth the price 
of one’s soul. In a consumerist society in 
which we’ve grown accustomed to one-
click shopping, it bears remembering that 
honor and integrity cannot be purchased, 
no matter how deep one’s pockets.  

College tuition scandal 
a ‘heartbreaker’ for 
Corona, Tempe family    

Asst. principal takes school’s top job
New Marcos principal aims 
at furthering a notable past

By Diana Nelson
When school starts next fall, the 

students at Marcos de Niza High School 
will be greeted by a new principal, but 
one with a very familiar name and face: 
Sarah Tolar, the school’s current assistant 

principal of 
academics.

Tolar has 
been part of the 
Marcos leadership 
team for the last 
four years, first 
having served 
as the assistant 
principal before 
transitioning to 
the academics role 
in 2017. 

In her view, 
says Tolar, 
the transition 
will allow a 
continued focus 

on “defining our vision for Marcos de Niza 
and creating the path to achieve that vision 
through the avenues of all of our different 
departments, including athletics, activities 

and academics. 
“I feel very lucky that I’ve had the 

opportunity to oversee the Activities 
Department and the Academics 
Department at Marcos before moving 
into this role as principal because it has 
given me a unique perspective of the 
importance of all of the different aspects of 
a comprehensive high school,” said Tolar 
via email.

Over the past 40 years, A-rated Marcos 
earned a strong reputation for excellence 
in academics and athletics. Its current 
enrollment is 1,580. 

“Marcos de Niza has a rich history 
and I would like to honor that history and 
tradition and develop ways to spotlight and 
appreciate where we have been as we grow 
and evolve, to support and to enrich our 
students,” said Tolar.

As an added benefit, Tolar noted, 
the school is near ASU, which allows a 
special relationship to flourish, such as the 
Marcos Business Academy, a three-year 
educational program that partners with 
ASU’s W.P. Carey School of Business.

—  MARCOS, Page 23

Sarah Tolar
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Business Education & Advocacy 
The Chandler Chamber of Commerce offers many opportunities to sharpen your skills and  

advocate for your interests.  Register for these events at www.ChandlerChamber.com/calendar 

25 S Arizona Place, #201, Chandler, Arizona  85225             www.ChandlerChamber.com  480-963-4571 

   

Chandler Mayor, Kevin Hartke gives updates on the 
happenings in the Chandler business community.  He will 
touch on economic development and entertain questions  
from attendees. 

Tuesday, April 23 
8 am to 9 am 

Register @ ChandlerChamber.com/calendar 

 

Register @ ChandlerChamber.com/calendar 

Chandler Chamber 101  
Grow Your Business 

 
Thursday, April 25 

7:30 am to 9 am 

Find out how the Chandler Chamber of Commerce can help  
you grow your business.  Learn about ways the Chamber 
advocates for business at all levels of government and meet 
Chamber staff.  Make connections that could help take your 
business to the next level. 
 

How do we stamp out disharmony caused by lack of 
information and fear of the unknown in our future workforce?  
Join our panel of experts for an in-depth discussion. 

Chandler Chamber 
25 S Arizona Ave, #201 
Chandler, AZ  85225 

Coffee with Chandler Mayor 
Kevin Hartke 

Register @ ChandlerChamber.com/calendar 

Policy Impact Series 
LD 18 Panel Discussion 

Friday, April 12 
8 am to 9:30 am 

Join us for a Legislative District 18 panel discussion. Senator 
Sean Bowie, Representative Mitzi Epstein and Representative 
Jennifer Jermaine will do a panel discussion as the 2019 
legislative session begins to come to a close. This is a great 
opportunity to go in-depth with Chandler’s political leaders on 
the issues.  

Diversity & Inclusion Round Table 
Preparing our Youth for Diversity in  
the Workforce 

Chandler Chamber  
25 S Arizona Pl, #201 

Register @ ChandlerChamber.com/calendar 

Wednesday, April 3 
8 am to 9:30 am 
 
Chandler Chamber 
25 S Arizona Ave, #201 
Chandler, AZ  85225 

Diversity & Inclusion Round Table
Preparing our Youth for Diversity in 
the Workforce
Wednesday, April 3
8 am to 9:30 am

Chandler Chamber
25 S Arizona Ave, #201
Chandler, AZ  85225

LD 18 Panel Discussion

LD 18 

Tuesday, April 23
8 am to 9 am

Chandler Chamber
25 S Arizona Ave, #201
Chandler, AZ  85225

Coffee with Chandler Mayor
Kevin Hartke

Find out how the Chandler Chamber of Commerce can help 

Chandler Chamber 
25 S Arizona Pl, #201 
Chandler, AZ  85225 
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The Music Store’s

2630 West Baseline Road  ~  NE Corner of Baseline & 101 Freeway
(480) 831-9691

www.the-music-store.com

Ukulele Jam Night
Monday, March 25th

Beginners: 6:00 pm

Intermediate/Advanced: 

6:30 pm

Join us for our Irish 
themed Ukulele 
Jam Night! We will 
play Irish tunes in
honor of St. Paddy’s Day!

Bring your own Uke 
or use one of ours!

All levels welcome! -
Beginner to advanced

WHEN: Saturday, March 30, 9 a.m. - Noon

Free Windshield Repair/Red Means Stop 
Appearance / The Good Neighbor Appearance 

/ Safety Tips / Coloring Contests for Kids / 
And Much More!

Call us at 480-775-7788 or 
email mary@marycontreras.com

www.marycontreras.com

THE 17TH ANNUAL 
SPRING FLING EVENT

Mary Contreras State Farm Invites you to

WHERE: 2145 E. Warner Rd., Suite 101
Tempe, AZ 85284

The relationship, says Tolar, allows students a unique 
learning opportunity in the field of marketing and a 
connection to ASU students and professors.

Tolar adds that Marcos is a unique and special place. 
“I love the size of the school that we have because it 

is small enough to feel connected among staff, students 
and community, but big enough to offer a wide range of 
opportunities to our students.”

Tolar also names the school’s Fine Arts Academy as an 
outstanding program, along with several curriculums that 
provide students with hands-on experience in career fields 
such as criminal justice, early childhood education and 
construction technology. 

“Our teachers work hard to find unique opportunities 
for our students to experience the content area with real-
world industry experts and to get an understanding of how 
the skills they are learning are applicable outside of the 
classroom,” said Tolar.

“We also have rigorous and challenging honors and 
AP courses to provide our students with the highest level 
of education and the flexibility to pursue a wide range of 
interests and opportunities throughout high school.” 

An Arizona native who was raised in Mesa and 
graduated from Dobson High School, Tolar attended UofA 
and competed on the swim team. 

As an undergraduate, she majored in psychology and 
minored in creative writing, then returned to Phoenix 
after graduating.  She became a teacher—clearly the family 
business as her grandmother, mother and brother were 
educators, she said. 

Tolar taught at both Dobson and Desert Vista high 
schools, and coached swimming.  She also went on to earn 
a masters degree in secondary education. 

Added Tolar:
“My teachers and coaches…played such an 

instrumental role in my life and helped to shape who I am 

today. It was clear to me from very early on that I wanted 
to be part of the educational process through my work, as 
well. 

“When I started coaching after college it become clear 
to me very quickly that I wanted to work with high-school 
students as part of my life.”

In 2013, Tolar was given an opportunity to move to 
Mountain Pointe High School as assistant principal of 
activities, which placed her in school administration and 
allowed her move to Marcos in 2015.

After school hours, Tolar still maintains a busy 
schedule.  She spends her time with her husband John, 
an educator who teaches in Mesa. She also ensures her 
two young sons, Colby and Gus, are actively engaged in 
learning.

“Both my sons attended pre-school through the 
Tempe Union Early Learning Centers. Now, at ages 8 and 
6, they’re constantly exploring new interests to involve 
themselves in.”

And finally:
“I also love to run and hike and drag my families 

outdoors to spend time together every chance I get,” 
concluded Tolar.

Marcos
From Page 21
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Pet Doors

englishbuilding.net
480.603.8813

ROC189470

• Professional installation by a Licensed 
Contractor through any wall or door.

• Includes: security lock, 2 insulating flaps 
and all weather carpet.

• Attractive and functional design at an 
affordable price.

• Add your pet’s name or custom colors.

Dave’s Handyman
Service

602-295-3991

“Ask us if we can do it.”

Electrical         Plumbing
Doors & Windows

Drywall         Painting
Home Remodeling

Free Estimates     Sound Advice

Lic #169409ROC

PROTECT YOUR SEATS FROM 
KIDS, PETS AND SPILLS!
FREE INSTALLATION *SOME EXCEPTIONS

CUSTOM
DASHCOVERS
REDUCE GLARE, 
PROTECT FROM 
FADING & CRACKING
FACTORY
OUTLET STORE

615 W Knox Rd. Tempe  ( 4 8 0 ) 9 6 7 ¯ 16 7 5    
DASHDESIGNS.COM 

SERVICE
Garage Door
• Broken Springs Replaced
• Prompt Professional Service
• Repair & Installation
• Bonded and Insured

not a licensed contractor

480-251-8610

 TILE/STONE
Lukert Tile Inc.

Serving the valley since 1974
•  Lic # ROC137050 
• Bonded and Insured
•   Tile and stone installations 

including fl oors, showers, 
patio’s, backsplashes 
and more.

• Repairs welcome.
• FREE ESTIMATES 
•  Call Bob Lukert 
480-510-4650

Discounts to Wrangler readers 480-962-4688

D Paint, Drywall & 
Wall Covering

Commercial & Residential

480-326-0851
Licensed & Bonded • ROC#240852

Whether it’s your 
home or your office, 

you name it,
we’ll paint it.

Neighborhood Services
By neighborhood businesses you know

Announcements appearing in our 
Neighborhood Services section 
are placed by local business 
owners who want to be a reliable 
go-to source that you can trust 
now and in the future. Ads in this 
section appear in 6 consecutive 
issues at a cost of $150, plus tax, 
which includes an accompanying 
classified ad at no additional 
charge. 

Call 480-966-0837 for details. Note that ads 
appearing on this page expire with the date shown 
on your invoice. Please call 10 days in advance to 

Arizona Oasis Pool Service & Repair 
480-694-1158 

*Weekly Service  *Equipment Repair/
Replacement  *GREEN Pool Clean-Ups

Call today for free water quality assessment
10% off all drains  

No worries, just jump in!
Insured Certified Pool Operator

BASIC TAX LLC
Confused by the new tax laws  
or not interested in preparing 

your own taxes?
Don’t want to pay exorbitant fees?
For Professional Tax Preparation 

call:

480.980.7112  
or email  

halhansen50@gmail.com

Tree and Yard Clean Up

Saia Pulotu
480-201-8966

We specialize in all complete 
yard clean-ups, trimming,  
pruning, weeding, raking,  

removing and  
replacing anything

Always affordable
CALL TODAY!

J.A.K. Construction Inc.
Specializing in all phases of Home Remodeling

• Rain Gutters
• Downsprouts
• Aluminum &
  Vinyl Siding
• Overhang 
   trim/eaves

• Replacement
  Windows
• AZ Rooms

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • ROC112275

480-820-8711
jakconstructioninc.com

Locally Owned 
and Operated

Ky rrene Corrido
Re esid nts

J.A.K. CONSTRUCTION INC.

House Cleaning

Not Enough Time in the Day?  Call

House Cleaning

Weekly, Bi-Weekly & Monthly

(480) 833-1027(480) 833-1027
References Available
20 Years Experience
Bonded & Insured It’s a Clear Choice!

Jennifer Beebe

Quality Professional Cleaning

kjelandscape.com • ROC#281191

480-586-8445

• One Month Free Service

• Licensed, Bonded Insured
for your protection.

• Call or Text for a Free Quote

Complete Lawn Service 
& Weed Control

Starting @ $60/Month!

HEALTH
WELLNESS • LIFE

B Fit by Bryann
Inside Crowne Fitness  
at NEC Rural & Warner

480-241-7234
Boot Camps • Small Group 

One-On-One Training 

30 minute assessment  
when you mention this ad

FREE

JM LANDSCAPING PROS
 Complete Landscaping Services 

Commercial & Residential
Landscaping Construction  

& Renovations. 
Concrete Work,  

Pavers & Mansonry.
Complete Tree Work Services

602.577.8295 
ROC 322092

 GENERAL REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE
 ELECTRICAL
 FAN INSTALLATIONS
 PLUMBING
 CARPENTRY
 HOME ENTERTAINMENT HOOKUPS

 RON MINER

480-233-1834 
480-736-1599

Your Honey-Do  
HANDYMAN

Not a licensed contractor

This space is 
AVAILABLE!

6 Issues FULL COLOR $165

 Issues BLACK & WHITE $140            

Call 480.966.0837
for information.

Southwest Door 
Refinishing 
480-947-3878

Doors/Garage Doors
Furniture/Cabinet 

Refinishing
Yard/RV Gates-New Slats 

Saveyourdoors.com
Not a licensed contractor

This space is 
AVAILABLE!

6 Issues FULL COLOR $165

 Issues BLACK & WHITE $140            

Call 480.966.0837
for information.

CPA
Accounting & Tax 

Services
K.R. Kinsey — CPA
Business & Personal

480-203-9933
or email ken@des.company
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Wrangler Classifieds • 30 words/2 issues/$20 
Place your ad at wranglernews.com or call 480-966-0837

Wrangler News is distributed every other 
Saturday throughout the year to 20,000 

homes & rack locations in Tempe & Chandler

‘The Valley’s Best Community Newspaper’ 
              — Phoenix magazine 

 

Editor: Joyce Coronel 
Published since 1991 by Newslink LLC 

Don Kirkland, Founder & Publisher

 Photography: Billy Hardiman, Alex J. Walker
Community Outreach: Noah Kutz

Contributors: Alex Zener, M.V. Moorhead, 
Diana Nelson, Noah Kutz, Sammie Ann Wicks, 

Nicholas Johnsen 
Offices: Warner Century Plaza, 2145 E. Warner Road, Suite 102  

(Warner Road at Price/101 Fwy) Tempe, AZ 85284-3497

(480) 966-0845 
• Advertising: Option 1 • News: Option 2 • Other calls: Option 3 

Visit WranglerNews.com for our PageFlip eEdition & other services 

We welcome your stories, photos — and ideas! Feel free to call with 
article  suggestions.We accept manuscripts and photographs from area 

residents about topics of interest to our community.  
Sorry, we do not accept paid “advertorials.” 

Articles appearing in this publication represent the opinion of the 
writer and not necessarily that of Wrangler News or Newslink LLC. 
Acceptance of advertising does not constitute an endorsement of 

the described products or services. We reserve the right to 
reject advertising or other content that we feel does not meet  

the needs or interests of our readership. 
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Wanted to buy
Wanted by Collector: Collector wants to buy OLDER model 22 Rimfire 
rifles and handguns. Consider others. Will pay reasonable prices. I Do Not 
Sell Guns. Call Lee 602-448-6487 with what you have. 6/19

Help Wanted
QC Trainee - Reliable, detail oriented, observant, computer experience, 
like working with small delicate items. Pay DOE $15to$16.50/Hr. Email: 
accounting@advotech.com or fill out application, 632 W. 24th Street, 
Tempe 85282 5/19
Flowers By Impulse, LLC: P/T office work. 3-4 hours per day: M-F. 
Tempe. Some bookkeeping/Knowledge of Excel & Quick books 
preferred. Pay is DOE. Ask for Gary. Call 480-968-4546 or email gary.
flowersbyimpulse@gmail.com. 3/19
Great Harvest Bread  Co. is looking for both customer service and  
baking team members. Pay is DOE. Call 480-777-1141 or stop in and fill 
out an application, 1730 E. Warner Rd., Tempe

Services
Air Conditioning — Is your AC Blowing HOT?? AC Repair, Maintenance, 
and Installation. Honest, Affordable. I live nearby and can usually respond 
within the same day!! ROC#319949 Licensed Master Technician - Call 
Jason 602-989-0772   8/19
Carpentry — Carpentry, Concrete, Drywall, Stucco, Roofing, Electrical, 
Plumbing, Painting, Patios, Additions, Kitchens, Bathrooms. Call Roger 
480-215-3373. rchildcustomcarpentry@cox.net. Plans if needed. Lic. 
Bond. Ins. 3/19
Concrete — All your concrete needs. Quality concrete work, 
slabs, footings , pavers , re-route sprinklers, hard landscaping. 
Tempe based since 1996.nice guys. tel, text 480 215 3373 e mail 
rchildcustomcarpentry@cox.net. Lic, bonded and Ins. 
CPA— K.R. Kinsey, CPA, business and personal, 480-203-9933 or email 
ken@des.company  5/19
Southwest Door Refinishing -  480-947-3878 Door refinishing, 
repainting, new doors installed/cabinets refinished  & repainted/ Garage 
doors refinishing & repainting/Yard/RV Gates-remove old slats, sand 
& paint, apply new maintenance-free composite slats. Experienced, 
reliable, quality workmanship & materials; text pictures for free estimates; 
saveyourdoors.com  Not a licensed contractor. 
Drywall — Vic’s Drywall Repair and Retexturing, Repair holes in drywall 
and block walls, Paint doors, pool fences, Epoxy coat garages, remove 
wallpaper, Stain and seal wood doors and other handyman services. Call 
for a free estimate, 480-820-5797 pt 480-710-0034. 3/19
Full Residential Real Estate Services — Reliance First Realty, 
specializing in new homes, short sales, relocation, out-of-state buyers/
sellers, first-time home buyers, and renovation-financed purchases 
and sales. Contact Roseline Cristanelli, Owner/Broker, 480-945-4657, 
roseline@reliancefirstrealty.com. 5/19
Garage Door — Garage Door Service, Broken Springs Replaced.  Prompt 
professional service, Repair & Installation, no extra charge for evenings 
and weekends. Not a licensed contractor. 480-251-8610. 2/19

Handyman — ABLE Handyman Service - FREE ESTIMATES!! We are 
Smart, Honest, Reliable and Professional. Excellent communication skills 
and hard working. Experienced in the following: Basic Electrical, Flooring, 
Drywall, Household Repairs, Plumbing, Painting, Water Heaters, Network 
Cabling and Fiberoptics. Please give us a call today for all your Handyman 
Needs! Help support the small businessman. Jim 480-593-0506. 03/19
Handyman — Handy Man Dan for all your home and yard repairs, call 
Dan at 480-763-8379. Carpentry, plumbing, painting, electrical. I do 
it all. Specializing in the Kyrene Corridor. Local Resident with over 20 
years’experience. Not a licensed contractor, just a perfectionist. Free 
Estimates. 10/19
Handyman — Dave’s Handyman Service. 602-295-3991. “Ask us if we 
can do it.” Electrical, plumbing, doors & windows, drywall, painting, home 
remodeling. Lic. #169409ROC. 3/19
Handyman — Honey-Do Handyman – General Repair and Maintenance. 
Electrical, home entertainment hookups, plumbing, install ceiling fans, 
fixtures, phone jacks and most repair jobs. Clean, neat and dependable. 
25 years’ experience. Not a licensed contractor - Make your list and call 
Ron 480-233-1834 or 480-736-1599. 
Handyman—Reed’s Handyman Service—20 year South Tempe resident 
can help with variety of small home repairs: plumbing, electrical, flooring 
and much more. Not a licensed contractor. Call Lance for estimate 480-
329-0611 1/20
Health, Wellness and Life Coaching — B Fit by Bryann; boot camps, 
small group, one-on-one training; FREE 30-minute assessment; NEC of 
Rural and Warner; call 480-241-7234  3/19
House Cleaning — JENNIFER’S HOUSE CLEANING – Not enough time 
in a day?? We provide quality professional cleaning! Super dependable. 
Weekly, Bi-weekly, Monthly. Call for a free phone quote. References avail. 
20 years experience Bonded – AG0601, insured-46871. It’s a CLEAR 
choice!!! CALL 480-833-1027. 
House Cleaning — PERSONAL TOUCH CLEANING - Serving the Valley 
for Over 25 Years. Affordable Service with Quality and Reliability. All 
Supplies Furnished. Excellent references. 
House Cleaning — Need help cleaning? Don’t have time, or don’t 
want to spend your days off cleaning? I’m here to help. Trustworthy, 
reliable, honest, friendly, dedicated with references upon request! 
Personaltouchcleaning.info 480-331-5234
Call for FREE Estimate. 480-838-4066 or 602-481-7000. 5/19
Landscaping –Landscaping, sprinkler services, weed prevention. Regular 
maintenance, one time clean ups, new installs. Accepting new customers. 
Call 480-710-8738    3/19
Landscaping — JM Landscaping commercial and residential; landscaping 
construction & renovations; concrete work, pavers and masonry; 
complete tree work services; call 602-577-8295  3/19
Landscaping–– Yard cleanup and maintenance, trees and bushes 
trimmed, lawn service, weed control, debris removal.  Weekly, bi-weekly, 
monthly or one time clean-up. Free estimates. 20 years’ experience, Call 
Rob 602-431-1305.  10/19
Mobile Massage: Mobile Massage Team (licensed, insured) Available for 
: Corp. Events, Holiday Parties, Employee Appreciation, In home parties, 
sporting events, couples massage. Call for pricing and availability. 
Rose C. 480-440-3737  3/19

Painting — Village Painting – Interior/Exterior painting, drywall repair 
with texture matching, custom faux finishes, and cabinets. Small jobs also 
welcome. (ROC#069679) CALL  (480) 814-1588. 4/19
Piano Lessons — Experienced Certified Teacher. $25/half hour. Call or 
text 480-529-4505. 4/19
Pool Equipment repair/replacement—Weekly Service, GREEN pool 
Clean-ups , the only company where the owner has a degree in hydrology! 
Insured, Certified Pool Operator, Arizona Oasis Pool Service & Repair, 
480-694-1158.  3/19
Printing Services — Business cards, brochures, postcards, labels, flyers, 
banners, websites and more! Free delivery. Cll 602-301-4384  3/19
Realty—Reliance First Realty, specializing in new homes, short sales, 
relocation, out-of-state buyers/sellers, first-time home buyers, and 
renovation-financed purchases and sales. Contact Roseline Cristanelli, 
Owner/Broker, 480-945-4657, roseline@reliancefirstrealty.com.
Remodeling — JAK Construction Inc. – Specializing in all phases of 
construction. Rain gutters, Downspouts, Aluminum and Vinyl siding, AZ 
rooms, replacement windows & doors, overhang trims/eaves. We love 
small jobs! Call (480) 820-8711. Licensed, bonded and insured. ROC 
#112275. 
Remodeling — English Building Company, LLC, General Contractor, 
Your Neighborhood Contractor, Remodeling, Additions, Kitchens, 
Bathrooms, See Project Pictures and Customer references online at 
www.englishbuilding.net, Tempe Native, Licensed, Bonded, Insured ROC 
189470 Call today for a free estimate  480-603-8813.  2/19
RJ Painting Services—Residential and commercial painting. Interior & 
Exterior. All kinds of painting and drywall and popcorn removal. Stucco 
repair and epoxy floors and pool decks. Staining kitchen cabinets. 100% 
satisfaction guaranteed. Free estimates. Call Juan 602-367-1900. 9/19
R&M Home works, LLC — Electrical, plumbing, drywall, painting, 
carpentry and more. Free estimates. Call Randy (480) 235-6031. Not a 
licensed contractor. 10/18
Sprinkler & Drip Irrigation Repair- Aqua Masters Specializing 
In: *System Check-Ups *Valves, Heads, Timers *Leak Detection 
*Wire Locating and Troubleshooting *Brown Spots & Low Pressure 
Problems. 30+Years Experience. Quality Service.  480-478-0073 www.
AquamastersAz.com
Therapeutic Massage: Specializing in pain Management massage. My 
studio is in my home, so currently only accepting female clients. Near 
Warner and McClintock . Email me for rates. Rose Courtney 
rosetxaz@gmail.com  3/19
Tile/Granite — Tile and Stone Installations. Lic., bonded and insured. 
Serving the valley since 1974. Discounts to Wrangler readers. Free 
estimates, call Bob Lukert. 480-510-4650.  5/19
Window Cleaning— Call Fish Window Cleaning to make your windows 
sparkle. Windows interior and exterior. Screens, sun screens, tracks, sills, 
light fixtures, chandeliers, mirrors and ceiling fans. Call 480-962-4688. 
BBB accredited, fully insured. 2/19
Window Cleaning— 1-story $145 / 2-story $165 inside & out up to 30 
panes (add’l panes $3 ea) screen cleaning $3.00 per pane Power Washing 
/ Sun Screens / Re-Screening (480) 201-6471
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KITCHEN CABINET REFINISHING

Yeti Coolers, Duracell Auto Keys & Fobs, Traeger & Weber Grills, 
Scott’s Lawn Products & Craftsman Tools, Window & Door Screen 

Repair, Glass Cutting, Window Repair, Lock Re-keying, 
Paint Color Matching, Propane Exchange,

Auto Chip Key Cutting & MORE!

 1805 E. Baseline Rd. Tempe
SE Corner of Baseline & McClintock

 480.839.2623

UMBERTO L MENDIA
AGENT/BROKER

(480) 831-7363
UMENDIA@YAHOO.COM

PO BOX 7788
CHANDLER, AZ 85246

MENDIA INSURANCE

I’m here to help you find more ways to save. Apply for a new, eligible Consumer 
Money Market Savings1 account with an opening deposit as little as $1,000 and 
you could earn a higher yield for your first twelve statement cycles.  

Let’s talk today or go to statefarm.com/bankingbenefits.

1708052.1

 *Introductory APY as of 01/16/19. Advertised rates are subject to change at the Bank’s discretion.
1 The Banking Benefits – Deposit Introductory Program offers a high yield fixed Introductory Rate during the first 12 statement cycles after opening a new Consumer Money Market Savings account with 
State Farm Bank®. A new Consumer Money Market Savings account means you cannot have an existing Money Market Savings with the same ownership currently open or which closed within the last 
12 months. Your Benefit account balance must remain below $5,000,000 to earn the Introductory Rate. If the account balance is $5,000,000 or above, you will earn the Standard Rate on your entire 
balance. The new Money Market Savings must be a Personal or Trust account. IRA Money Market, Estate, Uniform Transfer to Minors and Business accounts are NOT eligible.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, Illinois (“Bank”), is a Member FDIC and Equal Housing Lender. NMLS ID 139716. The other products offered by affiliate companies of State Farm Bank are not 
FDIC insured, not a State Farm Bank obligation or guaranteed by State Farm Bank, and may be subject to investment risk, including possible loss of principal invested. The Bank encourages 
any interested individual(s) to submit an application for any product(s) offered by the Bank. We also encourage you to obtain information regarding the Bank’s underwriting standards for each type of 
credit or service offered by visiting statefarm.com® or by contacting the Bank at 877-SF4-BANK (877-734-2265). If you are deaf, hard of hearing or do not use your voice to communicate, you may contact 
us via 711 or other relay services.

Save smarter.
Money Market Savings

Banking Benefits – Deposit Introductory
Annual Percentage Yield*1 (APY)

2.25%

Mary Contreras, Agent
2145 E Warner Road
Tempe, AZ  85284
Bus: 480-775-7788
mary.contreras.gpdf@statefarm.com
Hablamos Español

Piano Lessons
20 years experience
2 recitals
        per year

Call Sandra

480-406-0138

Dealer:
Acct:
Address:
Route:
Dest:
Proof #:
Date:
File Name:

American Sol for Bus
Acct
Address
?
anasic@americanbus.com
1

123532 proof.indd
01-22-19

Read carefully and indicate any errors or changes. We are not responsible for 
errors not indicated at this time. Any alterations from the original copy or 
layout may be charged extra according to time and materials involved in 
making necessary changes.

SIGNATURE DATE

“Exceptional Quality at an Affordable Price”

JIM BURT

5865 W Ray Road, Ste 2
Chandler, Arizona 85226

Office: 602-825-2580
Cell: 480-797-1342

Website: RedRockCabinets.com
Email: Jim@RedRockCabinets.com

Library
From Page 12

and online connectivity, the Tempe 
Public Library—among the 29 other 
nationally recognized finalists—
has taken a “swimming upstream” 
approach to impacting the community.

Programs such as the Dementia-
Friendly Tempe/Memory Café, 
Learning Lab and Tempe Book 
Bike are ways that the city brought 
residents together over the last year. 

Says Kathy Husser, a 30-plus 
year veteran librarian and deputy 
community services director:

“The biggest change for libraries 
today is their relevancy and having to 
meet so many needs for a very diverse 
population…Libraries now are almost 
a refuge for a lot of disenfranchised 
and underprivileged people.” 

In order to stay relevant in their 
communities, libraries must adapt 

from their traditionally simple book-
rental systems to being able to meet 
the various needs of large groups of 
people within the city.

How does one such institution 
fund all of these public programs? 
For the city of Tempe, its library is 
grateful for The Friends of Tempe 
Public Library who donate generously 
each year. Additionally, TPL 
incorporates innovative ways to raise 
money into its daily operations, such 
as the Connections Café, an in-house, 
self-sustaining entity that gathers 
enough revenue to help cover costs 
for improvements to the library. 

TPL offers programs for tutoring 
children in grade school within its 
Learning Lab (founded by Friends of 
TPL), which includes programs such 
as “Sprouts” for math and reading, 
and AWE learning stations which 
contain computers with interactive 
learning games. 

Children from preschool up until 

middle school can utilize the library’s 
Learning Lab to grow and enhance 
their academic abilities while having 
fun. 

With these kinds of improvements 

to the library system, Tempe Public 
Library hopes to increase the 
connection between community 
members. 

“The public library is the great 
equalizer for society,” says Husser. 
“No other entity offers something from 
babies to seniors on that kind of range 
seven  days a week, and we welcome 
everybody.” 

With a dream for museums and 
libraries to help transform the lives of 
people within every city, the Institute 
of Museum and Library Services hopes 
its members will grow continually with 
community outreach programs, and 
that individuals will find more ways to 
pay their local library a frequent visit.

To share personal stories about the 
ways that the community has become 
more connected through local libraries 
and museums, use #IMLSMedals on 
all social media platforms, and visit 
TempePublicLibrary.org for more 
information.

Sales, Account Manager to promote IC 
assembly/test sales & provide sales/
tech/logistics support, plan pilot run/
materials & manage customer relations. 
Work site Tempe, AZ. Mail resume to 
ASE (US) Inc., 1255 E. Arques Ave., 
Sunnyvale, CA 94085 
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NEWS+Events
chandleraz.gov/news–center

@cityofchandler                cityofchandleraz                cityofchandler                cityofchandler
Mayor Kevin Hartke & City Council

EVENTS

MARCH 
23 Workshop: Creating a Desert Oasis Part II, 

Environmental Education Center, 782-3583
23 Science Matters @ CPL: The Science of Star Wars, 

Sunset Library, 782-2800
24 Chandler Symphony, Romance Near and Far, Center 

for the Arts, 782-2680
25 City Council Study Session, Council Chambers, 

782-2180

27 Build Your Business Workshop, Grand Openings to 
Long-Term Success, Hamilton Library, 782-2800

28 City Council Meeting, Council Chambers, 782-2180
29 Stayin’ Alive: One Night of the Bee Gees, Center for 

the Arts, 782-2680
30 Jeanne Robertson, Center for the Arts, 782-2680
31 En Vogue, Center for the Arts, 782-2680

APRIL
2 Workshop: Landscape with Arizona Natives, ASU 

Chandler Innovation Center, 782-3583
6 Family Bike Ride, Park & Ride Lot at Tumbleweed 

Park, 782-3442
5, 6 Chandler Jazz Festival, Dr. A.J. Chandler Park - Stage 

Plaza, 782-2665
7 California Guitar Trio, Center for the Arts, 

782-2680
8 City Council Study Session, Council Chambers, 

782-2180

9 Workshop: Desert Lawn Care, ASU Chandler 
Innovation Center, 782-3583

11 City Council Meeting, Council Chambers, 
782-2180

13 Earth Day & Arbor Day Celebration, Veterans Oasis 
Park, 782-2890

20 Family Easter Celebration, Snedigar Sportsplex, 
782-2665

22 City Council Study Session, Council Chambers, 
782-2180

24 Science Matters @ CPL: “Mo’ Plastics, Mo’ 
Problems”, Sunset Library, 782-2800

25 City Council Meeting, Council Chambers, 
782-2180

25 Workshop: Do It Yourself Sprinkler System Design 
& Installation, ASU Chandler Innovation Center, 
782-3583

For event details, visit chandleraz.gov or call the 
Chandler Special Events Hotline at 782-2735.

Chandler Annual Report Online 

The City of Chandler’s 2018 Annual Report 
is now online and it highlights some of the 

City’s many exciting accomplishments, initiatives 
and awards. The report centers on these strategic 
goals set by the City Council:
• Attracting a Range of Private Sector Businesses
• Being a Leader in Transparency
• Being Safe and Beautiful
• Being the Most Connected City  
• Maintaining Fiscal Sustainability
• Possessing a Contemporary Culture to Capitalize 

on the Cultural and Ethnic Diversity in the 
Community 

The report also includes a Community 
Profi le, an overview of Major Projects and a list 
of Accolades earned by the City in 2018. Find it at 
chandleraz.gov/annualreport.

Earth Day & Arbor Day at Veterans 
Oasis Park 

Naturepalooza comes to Chandler on Saturday, 
April 13, with the annual Earth Day and Arbor 

Day Celebration at Veterans 
Oasis Park, 4050 E. Chandler 
Heights Road. From 9 a.m. 
to noon, there will be games, 
giveaways, gardening tips, 
crafts and demonstrations 

that teach easy, simple ways to live a more 
sustainable life. More information at 
chandleraz.gov/eec or call 782-2894.

Come Along for the Chandler Family 
Bike Ride

The annual Chandler Family Bike Ride is on 
Saturday, April 6, with registration from 7-8 a.m. 

and the ride starting 
at 8 a.m. Riders leave 
from Chandler’s Park 
& Ride lot at 2100 S. 
Hamilton St., which is at 
the northwest corner of 
Tumbleweed Park. The 
7.8-mile trip starts at 

the park and participants then travel to the nearby 
Paseo Trail. From there, riders go north along the 
Consolidated Canal to Tibshraeny Park and then 
back to Tumbleweed Park. The event is free and 
participants will receive a free T-shirt while supplies 
last. All riders must wear helmets. Pre-register at 
chandleraz.gov/familybikeride.

Jazz Festival Celebrates 20 Years in 
Downtown Chandler 

Every April, 
Downtown 
Chandler turns 
the spotlight on 
its jazz scene 
with the return 
of our annual 
Chandler Jazz 
Festival, a 
two-day festival 
with a stellar 

lineup of local and national talent. This year’s 
free, family-friendly festival is Friday, April 5, and 
Saturday, April 6, at the Dr. A.J. Chandler Park - 
Stage Plaza, featuring 20 hours of live performances 
across a range of genres including blues, smooth 
jazz and fusion rhythm. Gates open 30 minutes 
prior to the event each evening and festivalgoers 
are encouraged to bring blankets and lawn chairs to 
the outdoor concert. Of course, the festival is about 
more than just music; festivalgoers are invited to dig 
deeper into the art of jazz, with dozens of exhibitors 
showcasing painting, photography, custom jewelry 
and more. The complete festival entertainment 
schedule is available online at chandleraz.gov/jazz. 
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This STUNNING 4BD/3BA sits in the desirable gated community of 
Coventry Tempe & is move-in ready! Freshly painted extended length 
3.5 car garage! Fresh interior paint! New carpet & wood plank tile. 
Bright and open kitchen features NEW SS appliances. Low $700’s

Completely Updated

Formal living - dining room, breakfast nook, family room with fi replace, wet 
bar, offi ce/den plus 4 bedrooms. Master bedroom split with private exit to 
pool/patio. Wall of glass provides natural light throughout the family room 
and kitchen. Second master w/private bath, private exit plus sitting room.

Solar Tracker Powered, Tesla Charger, Low Utility Bills!  Gorgeous 4 Bed 
3.5 Bath, Unique Architecture, Crown Moulding, Archways, Pillars, Gourmet 
Granite & Stainless Kitchen, Huge Offi ce w/Built-ins, 3/4 Acre lot w/ Built in 
BBQ, Pizza Oven, RV Gate 

Gated Community

Dual Master Suites, plus oversized loft with room for 2 queen beds. 
Designer fi nishes, wood fl ooring, Bosch appliances.  
New windows and motorized skylights. Walking distance to the Hotel Del, 
beaches, dining and shopping.

Coronado Island

Coronado Island

REMODELED 2018

Custom Beauty

3 Br, 3.5 Ba spacious townhome with bonus room. Clean, light-fi lled with 
wood fl oors, carpeted bedrooms and several outdoor living spaces. 
Centrally located near shops, restaurants, the Hotel Del and the beach 
Roof top Deck with “Mini Bar” and views of San Diego.

Coronado Island

Coronado Island

CORONADO VILLAGE

Gently Lived in 4 bed 3 bath Luxurious kitchen w/ ample cabinetry, 
Granite countertops, SS appliances, Pendant Lighting, Island, Breakfast 
Bar, Plantations Shutters, Neutral Decor, Oversized Master, Expansive 
backyard,  Covered Patio, Travertine Paved Seating, Desert Landscaping.

Coveted Valencia in Chandler

480.209.9412

Coronado Island

480.797.2891

Tempe

Patti Agnew Scott Agnew


