


St. Teresa of Calcutta Ed-
ucation Center is a thriv-
ing establishment based
on Mother Teresa’s heart-
felt focus of family. The
Rev. Paul Brandt had a vi-
sion for our parish and
school community that en-
compassed this family de-
votion many years ago.
We offer an environment

with a foundation based on
love, learning, commitment
and trust. Our Education
Center is composed of our
school for students in kin-
dergarten through eighth
grade, preschool and child
care beginning at 6 weeks
of age.
Our teachers inspire our

students to grow academ-
ically, spiritually, socially
and emotionally.
They have an excellent

knowledge base of instruc-
tion, communication skills
and above all passion for
teaching. They partner with
parents to develop a cohe-
sive and successful environ-
ment for learning.
Our academic program

is one of national merit. In
2017, we were the recipients
of the National Blue Rib-

bon School of Excellence.
This prestigious award puts
us in the top 15 percent of
schools nationwide. Our
conscientious faculty and
staff are committed to up-
holding this honor and sta-
tus on a daily basis.
In addition to our vig-

orous academic curricu-
lum, students in the up-

per grades are exposed to
instrumental lessons, stu-
dent council, various learn-
ing clubs, altar serving and
CYO sports.
Partaking in these activ-

ities increases self-esteem,
promotes leadership skills
and instills responsibility
and accountability. These
activities and attributes
help mold students into be-
coming well-rounded indi-
viduals.
At St. Teresa of Calcutta

Education Center, we are
devoted to our families.
We spend time in and out
of school as we learn, pray
and play together. We are a
close-knit school commu-
nity that feels like family.
We are committed to cre-
ating a legacy of faith-filled
learners as we face the chal-
lenges of the 21st century.
Registration is now open

for our school, preschool
and child care.
To learnmore, please call

610-287-2500 to schedule
your personal tour.
We would love for you to

be a part of our STC family!
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St. Teresa of Calcutta puts
family first
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St. Teresa of Calcutta
Education Center

256 Swamp Pike Schwenksville, PA 19473
Limerick Township

Registration is now open.
Call today for a personal tour of our school.
We would love you to join our Family!
610-287-2500 ~ www.stcschool.com

2017 National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence

Enrollment for Grades K-8th
*Middle States Accredited

*Wireless Campus *Information Center
*Strong Spiritual Life *Google Classrooms

*PA Certified Faculty *Foreign Language Program
*Student Government *Full Day Kindergarten

*Chromebooks *Science Lab

Enrollment for Preschool & Child Care Program
*6 weeks to Preschool 4

*Before & After School CARES
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ByBobKeeler
bkeeler@21st-centurymedia.
com
@bybobkeeler on Twitter

Whether it’s online, in
the classroom, a maker-
space or outside the school
building, technology is part
of today’s education.
“Essentially, most any

kind of cutting-edge tech-
nology that’s out there
right now, we’ve either be-
gun exploring or we are
using,” said Jessica Gri-
safi Killo, a Germantown
Academy Lower School art
teacher, Lower School Art
Department coordinator,
Makerspace/Tinkerlab co-
ordinator and the school’s
PreK-12 STEAM (science,
technology, engineering,
art and math) coordinator.
The school is located in Fort

Washington, Montgomery
County.
When you walk through

the school, you’ll see stu-
dents everywhere with
iPads, Killo said.
“Kids are constantly us-

ing them. They’re using
them for coding. They’re us-
ing them for typing up re-
ports. They’re creating vid-
eos. Some kids are doing
podcasts,” she said.
Other uses include vir-

tual reality or artificial re-
ality, she said.
All the students in the

Lower School use the Tin-
kerlab on a regular basis,
she said. The technology
and training is also inte-
grated into other parts of
the curriculum, she said,
giving as an example one of
her recent classes in which
the students used Tinkerlab

skills on an art project.
Diane Goldstein, a sci-

ence teacher in GA’s Upper
School and co-leader of the
Vex Robotics Team, recalled
thinking when she went to
college that a CNCmachine
was “miraculous.”
Now, along with other

more traditional hand tools,
the Makerspace area of the
four-year-old Beard Cen-
ter for Innovation, where
classes including an Hon-
ors Engineering course are
held, has 3-D printers and a
laser cutter.
“I definitely amnot a pro-

ponent of just saying, oh,
3-D printers are going to
change the world or laser
cutters are going to change
the world, but if you have
access to them and you’re
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Role of technology in today’s
education continues to grow
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Students work in the Makerspace section of the Beard Center for Innovation at
Germantown Academy.

®

Bloomsburg University offers more than 120
academic programs that transform your interests

and passion into a rewarding career.

When you graduate, you’ll join a network of more
than 70,000 alumni throughout the U.S. and

beyond, who are Huskies for life.

UPCOMING EVENTS
FOR ADMITTED

STUDENTS:
Husky Decision Days:
Saturday, March 23

Saturday, April 6

bloomu.edu/open-house bloomu.edu/huskydecision

UPCOMING EVENTS
FOR JUNIORS:

Junior Open House:
Saturday, April 27
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thinking just a little bit out-
side of the box, your proj-
ects are going to be a lot
better,” Goldstein said.
The makerspace gives

students a chance to actu-
ally build things, instead
of just designing things,
she said.
The “ilab” (Innovation

Lab), which accompanies
the Makerspace, provides
space for group or indi-
vidual work to plan for the
things being made in the
Makerspace, Mary Fra-
ser, director of the Middle
School and Upper School li-
braries, said. Both the ilab
and Makerspace are in the
Roberts Family Library and
Technology Center, which
Fraser said forms a com-
bined learning area.
“The three spaces were

really designed to work

together as you move
through,” she said.
“As you’re mov ing

through any type of design-
ing, you’re starting with
some type of research, then
you’re working on a solu-
tion,” Fraser said, “and then
you’re building and proto-
typing.”
Building the item is the

most exciting part, she said,
but only one part of the pro-
cess.
“I think the most inter-

esting part of it, and what
our kids are learning, is
that all of the parts of this
cycle are equally impor-
tant,” Fraser said.
Upper Darby School Dis-

trict in Delaware County
currently has about 6,000
Chromebooks for its 12,000
students, Bob Hilinski, the
district’s director of tech-
nology, said.
“Each year, we’re going

to be adding over 2,000
Chromebooks to get to
our one-to-one availabil-
ity within the next three

years,” he said.
The district currently

uses carts tomake the com-
puters available to all stu-
dents, although not all the
students can use the equip-
ment at the same time, he
said.
“Each classroom has

dedicated wireless access
points so that the teacher
can take the whole cart of
Chromebooks for the kids
and get each kid on the
network at any given time,”
Hilinski said.
There are also computer

labs available for students
to use after school, he said.
One of the ways the tech-

nology is used is for bench-
mark assessment testing,
Christine Kelley, the dis-
trict’s director of curricu-
lum, said.
The assessments show

teachers the areas a stu-
dent is lacking or excelling
in, she said.
“The students are using

the Chromebooks to take
the assessments,” Kelley

said. “The teacher then uses
those results to enhance
their instruction.”
She said the district is

looking at ways to add cod-
ing and computer science
standards the state has not
yet officially adopted but
is encouraging districts to
make available.
Other technology use in-

cludes projectors in class-
rooms that teachers can use
to show lesson plans and for
interactive lessons in the
elementary grades, where
students can use the tech-
nology for demonstrations
to the class, Hilinski said.
“We are looking at ways

to incorporate more tech-
nology with the younger
students through our read-
ing program so that the
reading becomes visual for
the students,” Kelley said.
That could include things

such as projections onto a
SMART Board or reading
online text, she said.
The one case inwhich the

district gives students note-

books or Chromebooks to
take home is for students
in the district’s cyberschool,
Hilinski said.
The district’s cyberschool

is only for Upper Darby stu-
dents, he said.
“We’re trying to keep

them in our district so they
don’t go to an outside cy-
ber program, so we devel-
oped our own cyber pro-
gram,” Hilinski said. “The
kids work online; they can
contact the teacher and get
help online 24/7.”
The Chester County In-

termediate Unit provides
support for more than 40
school districts, most of
which are in southeastern
Pennsylvania, for the dis-
tricts to operate online pro-
grams, said Mary Curley,
the I.U.’s director of com-
munications and Learning
Solutions Division.
“What we do is we pro-

vide the content, the teach-
ers, the actual technology if
the district wants and also
the help desk and support,”

she said.
School districts can

choose from a menu of op-
tions between the entire
package to only portions,
she said.
Students enrolled in a

cyber charter school are
required to take all their
courses online through that
cyberschool, but that’s not
the case with CCIU’s online
programs, she said.
Students can enroll full

time and many do, but it’s
not required, she said.
“In our program, you

might have a student who
only takes one course on-
line, two courses online or
all their courses online,”
Curley said.
Students could still take

most of their classes in their
school district but also take
additional classes offered
online, she said.
“It actually provides the

student with more options
and more choices,” Curley
said.

Technology
in education
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EPISCOPAL
ACADEMY

> learn more at episcopalacademy.org/events
The Episcopal Academy | Independent | Pre-K through 12 | Co-ed

OPEN HOUSE: Tuesday,April 23

Inspiring
tomorrow’s
leaders
since 1785.
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Formore information, contact admissions@mc3.eduor 215-641-6551.

mc3.edu/openhouse

JOINUS
FORAN

OPEN
HOUSE!

THE CULINARYARTS INSTITUTE, LANSDALE
SATURDAY, APRIL 6

WESTCAMPUS, POTTSTOWN
SATURDAY, APRIL 13

CENTRAL CAMPUS, BLUE BELL
SATURDAY, APRIL 27

10:00AM - 12:00 PM

• Meet our faculty

• Take a tour

• Learn about our flexible programs

• Hear from our student panel

• Enter a $500 book scholarship raffle
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When Barbara Dickson
founded Goshen Friends
in 1959, she envisioned
a school that provided a
quality education where
children are empowered
as learners, a community
where all are valued as in-
dividuals, and a place that
promotes peaceful conflict

resolution and respect for
spiritual growth.
From its beginnings as

a kindergarten, Goshen
Friends expanded to in-
clude preschool, then first
through fifth grades. In
2017, the school returned
to its roots of educating
the community’s young-

est learners and now offers
By My Side for toddlers,
preschool and pre-kinder-
garten classes for children
ages 2½ to 5 and a sum-
mer camp for preschool-
ers, pre-kindergartners
and rising kindergartners.
Today, as it celebrates

six decades of educat-
ing the whole child, Gos-
hen Friends continues Dix-
on’s mission on its 10-acre
campus in West Chester,
Pa., providing experiences
that prepare children for
kindergarten and a life-
time of learning.
The curriculum en-

gages Goshen Friends’
youngest learners in pre-
school through the old-
est students in pre-kin-
dergarten with opportuni-
ties for hands-on learning
that spark children’s natu-
ral curiosity and desire to
learn.
Simple, engaging con-

cepts in the young 3s

classrooms (colors, ani-
mals) progress to more ad-
vanced ideas (gravity and
outer space, dinosaurs, hi-
bernation) that hold older
students’ attention and al-
low for in-class experi-
mentation. Circle times be-
come progressively lon-
ger as children get older,
building focus and stam-
ina for a full kindergar-
ten day.
Individual, small-group

and large-group activities
gradually introduce de-
velopmentally appropri-
ate cognitive experiences,
from speaking and listen-
ing to pre-writing, pre-
reading and mathematical
thinking. Small class sizes
— 12 in preschool and 15
in preK — allow teachers
to meet each child at his
or her level of academic
readiness and ensure indi-
vidualized attention.
But beyond their ABCs

and 123s, students are led

on an intentional, thought-
ful progression of social
and emotional skills from
preschool through pre-
kindergarten that lays the
foundation for a successful
kindergarten year.
“Students come to kin-

dergarten with varying
cognitive skills, literacy
skills, learning styles and
physical development,”
said Mimi Ackers, head of
Goshen Friends. “We know
that if we focus on grow-
ing children socially and
emotionally as preschool-
ers, we are setting them
up for success once they
get to kindergarten. They
arrive with open minds,
ready to learn.”
At all ages, children are

encouraged to advocate
for themselves by identi-
fying feelings and shar-
ing them with teachers
and classmates. At the
same time, children learn
peaceful conflict resolu-

tion strategies through the
school’s focus on respect,
empathy for others and
the value of diversity.
In Meeting for Worship,

students pause, take a
breath, center themselves
and reflect. This mindful-
ness is also found in the
classroom, where children
“settle in” for storytime,
group activities, art proj-
ects and other tasks that
require self-regulation, lis-
tening skills and focus.
“As educators, we appre-

ciate that we live in a time
where information is just a
click away. As educators in
a Quaker school, we con-
tinually strive to add bal-
ance to the modern world
by teaching kids how to
be their best selves,” Ack-
ers continued, “because it
is in themselves that they
will find the peace of mind
that is essential for being
ready to learn.”

EDUCATION

Goshen Friends School — celebrating 60 years of joyful learning

Growing the Light in Every Child
‘Threes’ Preschool through Fifth Grade
Quaker Values ~ Enriched Innovative AcademicsStudio Art - Music- Spanish - STEM - Makers Space - RoboticsOutdoor Classroom - Gardening - Resident Hens - Yoga - DanceFlexible Tuition - Before and After Care - Clubs

West Chester University - Kennett Symphony
Chester County Historical Society - Cheslan PreserveThe Hickman, Walnut Street and Media Theaters

415

admissions@wcfriends.org

415 North High Street, WC, PA 19380 | wcfriends.org | 610.696.2937
admissions@wcfriends.org
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Music education can
have a profound impact on
children. According to PBS,
research has found that
learning music facilitates
learning other subjects, en-
hancing skills children will
inevitably use elsewhere.
The benefits of music ed-

ucationmight be evenmore
tangible than that. A 2004
study published in the jour-
nal Psychological Science
found that 6-year-olds who
were given weekly voice
and piano lessons benefit-
ted from small increase in
IQs. Groups that received
drama lessons or no lessons
at all experienced no such
increases.
Additional studies have

linked music education to
other benefits. The Chil-
dren’s Music Workshop
notes that research has
shown that musical train-
ing physically develops the
part of the brain associated
with processing language.
These are just a handful

of the ways music educa-
tion can positively impact
young minds. Parents who
want their children to reap
these rewards andmore can
take these steps to encour-
age a love of music in their

children.
• Cut a rug with your

kids. Children are bundles
of energy who want to ex-
pend asmuch of that energy
as possible. Dancing along
to music is a great way
for kids to use it up. Kids
might not be able to waltz
or dance an Irish jig, but
many love to jump up and
down. If they begin to as-
sociate music and dancing
with jumping up and down,
they’re more likely to smile
when mom and dad crank
up the stereo.
• Sing and encourage

kids to sing along. Kids
won’t know if their par-
ents are classically trained
opera singers or perform-
ers whose vocal talents
are best restricted to the
shower. Singing along to
favorite songs may encour-
age kids to follow suit, al-
lowing them to learn words
and language. Singing also
is a fun activity kids are
sure to embrace, making
them look forward to daily
music sessions.
• Let kids be the DJ.

When you start playing
music, keep a close on chil-
dren to see how they react
to different types of mu-

sic. If they seem to favor
one style over another, play
that favorite style more of-
ten. If they tend to like it
all, continue to expand their
horizons, which many even
open your eyes to musical
styles and acts you’d never
consider otherwise.
• Let kids participate in

music. Especially young
children might not be
able to pick up a guitar
and make it sing, but that
doesn’t mean they can’t
participate. Purchase age-
appropriate instruments for
your children the moment
they start playing with toys.
Their curiosity might com-
pel them to embrace mu-
sical lessons as they grow
older. In addition, look for
children’s musical events in
your community, whether
it’s a sing-along at the local
library or an introduction
to musical instruments at
a nearby community center.
Music can enrich kids’

lives in various ways, and
it’s never too early for par-
ents to encourage a love of
music in their children.

Article courtesy of
MetroCreative

EDUCATION

How to encourage
kids to love music

PHOTO COURTESY OF METROCREATIVE

the best
educational
choice

Looking to make

for your child?

Choose Pennsylvania’s most experienced,
tuition-free, K-12 online public school.
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such as photojournalism,
forensic science andworld
languages – to name a few.
Flexibility is one of the
greatest advantages of
BVA’s online summer
school.There is no need for
students to be confined to
a classroom,miss out on a
week of class due to family
vacation or have to choose
between class and summer
employment. Students
can access courses 24
hours a day, seven days a
week, all with the unique
supports that ensure
student success. In addition
to subject-matter teachers,
students have access
to BVA student support
liaisons and technology
support specialists.
Registration for BVA’s
online summer school
opens onApril 1, 2019,
and students can choose
from three sessions: Jump
Start (April 23-July 31),

True Summer (May 28-July
31) andCredit Recovery
(May 28-July 31). Formore
information and to regis-
ter, please visit: www.cciu.
org/2019BVAsummer-
school.

Downingtown, PA –Want
more out of your summer?
Have you ever flown a
drone or programmed
a robot? TheChester
County Intermediate Unit
(CCIU) recently launched
STEMYour Future, a new
enrichment opportunity
for home-schooled and
cyber school students in
grades 6-9.This student-
centered activity program
features two-hour sessions
that highlight a specific
career path, include an
industry guest speaker and

promote a STEM-related
activity that aligns with the
featured career.

During the program’s first
three sessions, students
engagedwith like-
minded peers, brought
their at-home studies to
life and strengthened
their collaboration,
communication, critical
thinking and creativity
skills, all while integrating
STEM.

In the first session, students

heard from industry guest
speaker Gerald Damon,
computer information
systems (CIS) instructor at
the Technical CollegeHigh
School (TCHS) Brandywine
Campus, and learned how
to code Sphero robots.
During their hands-on
activity, students used the
robots to play shuffleboard
and navigate through a
maze.

During the second
session, students heard
fromOfficer Dunne from
theDowningtown Police
Department. She spoke
about the educational path
she followed to become
a police officer, skills
sought by prospective
employers andwhat type
of specialized training
is needed to become a
police officer.The students
then participated in an
escape-the-room activity

where they analyzed clues
and solved riddles.

Students learned about
the health care career
path in the third STEM
Your Future session.They
engagedwith their peers
andworked together as a
team to practice safety and
effectiveness through a
health care simulation.

Laura Harris, language
arts teacher at the CCIU’s
BrandywineVirtual
Academy (BVA) and lead
for the STEMYour Future
program, explains, “The
goal of the program is to
provide students with the
opportunity to develop
career awareness in
STEM-related fields. It is
the ability to collaborate,
communicate effectively
and think critically in order
to problem solve that is the
basis of STEMeducation.”

Do you enjoy flying
drones? Join us on
Monday,April 29, 2019,
for the fourth session.
Students will learn how
to code a drone and then
fly it on a uniquemission
that they will design
themselves.
Did youmiss the first three
sessions? Stay tuned for
upcoming STEMYour
Future sessions by visiting:
www.cciu.org/SYF.

Looking formore
enrichment opportunities
this summer? TheCCIU’s
BrandywineVirtual
Academy (BVA) can help
you getmore out of your
summer through online
summer school. Students
can recover a credit, get
ahead of next year’s busy
schedule or explore new
electives whenever and
wherever they choose
during the summer
months.

BVAhas partneredwith a
number of course vendors
to provide students
with a wide variety of
electives. Each BVAcourse
is infusedwith robust
vocabulary, teaching and
reinforcement practices,
real world situations
and various assessment
strategies. Students can
choose from classes

Spring into the summer with new enrichment opportunities offered by the CCIU

Students, educators and community members
are invited to a free, ten-day festival
of fun and discovery during PA Seed’s Remake
Learning Days, offering innovative STEM
workshops and hands-on activities held across
Southeastern PA.

To learn more and to see all of the exciting
events you won’t want to miss this spring, visit:

PA SEED’s Remake
Learning Days

May 15-24

www.cciu.org/PNPopenhouse

TECHNICAL COLLEGE HIGH SCHOOL

HealthyKidsDay®Hea

Saturday
April 27, 2019
10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

COMMUNITY DAY

• Building and program tours
• Timed and interactive
demonstrations

• Raffle baskets in support of
student scholarships

• And more!

For more information, please visit: www.cciu.org/CommunityDay


www.remakelearningdays.org/southeastern-pa

An equal opportunity employer and educator CCIU0319005

280 Pennock’s Bridge Road, West Grove, PA 19390

PENNOCK ’ S BR ID GE
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Did you know that when it comes to your
child’s education, you do have a choice?
Each year, National School ChoiceWeek

(NSCW) is held in January to raise aware-
ness of all types of education options for
children.
During this past NSCW, the Putt fam-

ily spoke out about why school choice is
important to them and why they feel they
made the right choice for their family and
their son, Levon.

“School choice to us means the privi-
lege of being able to be a part of a fantas-
tic school that we wouldn’t normally have
the chance,” states Jessica. “It means hav-
ing a chance at a much better education
than Levon would have normally been of-
fered. We wanted more opportunity for
him. We wanted options and choices. But
above all, we wanted the best education
he could get.”
Just like all public schools, charter and

cyber charter
schools also
provide their
students with
a l l ser v ices
and resources
needed, includ-
ing counselors,
special educa-
tion services,
state-certified
teachers and
school nurses.
Students may
also participate
in extracurricu-

lar activities through their home district,
according to the PA Department of Edu-
cation.
“When most people think cyber char-

ter school, they think no so-
cialization and limitations.
Our concern, because he’s so
young, was making sure he
had interaction with peers
and teachers,” Jessica ex-
plains.
“PALCSwas one of the only

schools to offer it and a lot
of it,” she assured. “When we
discovered PALCS and began to learn all
of things they offered for his education and
his social well-being, that combined with
how well others spoke of PALCS, it was
pretty much an instant choice. Our alter-
native was sending him to a local brick and
mortar school that faced an uncertain fu-
ture — a school that didn’t have a library
for students and didn’t always have enough
materials. Finding PALCS and seeing what
they offered made it an easy choice.”
Cyber charter schools, like PA Leader-

ship Charter School, provides families with

all the materials in order to help students
succeed. PALCS provides students with a
laptop, a printer and a headset with mi-
crophone.

“We hope that PALCS con-
tinues to help us foster Levon’s
love of learning and helps him
see that there are choices in life
and more than one way to be
successful,” Jessica says. “We
think that Levon will do amaz-
ing things at PALCS. We know
we made the right choice for
him and are glad we had the

choice. Education is fighting an uphill bat-
tle right now, and not every school has the
tools they need to help make each student
successful. So having a choice to do some-
thing not ‘normal’ is amazing.”
It’s safe to say there are now several op-

tions a family can choose for their child’s
education. PALCS may, or may not, be the
perfect fit for your family, which is why it’s
imperative to do your research and find the
best fit for you; you are no longer limited
to just your local school district or a pri-
vate school education.

EDUCATION

Choices in your child’s education
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A strong body of re-
search indicates early di-
agnosis and intervention
is key to helping your child
succeed.
The EBS Children’s

Therapy team can help!
At EBS Children’s Ther-

apy, we have a team of au-
tism specialists consisting
of BCBAs, RBTs, SLPs, OTs
and child psychologists.
The multidisciplinary
team works collaboratively
using Applied Behavior
Analysis (ABA) to guide
individualized treatment
and programming to help
your child succeed. With
all services under one
roof, families feel comfort
in knowing the team is
communicating daily and
working together to meet
their child’s needs.

We offer diagnostic ser-
vices and therapy in clinic,
community, home and
school-based settings.
Our ABA therapy ser-

vices include:
• Natural Environment

Teaching
• Social Skills and Com-

munication
• Discrete Teaching
• Functional Behavior

Assessment and Behavior
• Behavior Intervention

Plan Development
• Home and Community

Support
• Incidental Teaching
• Parent Training and

Family Involvement
• Preventative and Re-

active Strategies
• School Shadowing
• Special Education and

Skill Development
EBS Children’s Therapy

is a part of the EBS Chil-
dren’s Institute, which is
the research and treat-
ment division of EBS
Healthcare, the largest
school-based consulting,
management and training
practice, and the global
leader in providing pedi-
atric therapy and special
education services. EBS
is headquartered in West
Chester, Pa., and regularly
conducts research and
training that advances
the field of pediatric ther-

EDUCATION

EBS Children’s Therapy provides advanced therapies
to support children with autism

EBSCHILDREN’STHERAPY»
PAGE 12

370 Central Avenue, Malvern, PA 19355 R 610-644-2551

Register online at www.vmahs.org

PRACTICE EXAM
7th graders
March 30

VISIT VILLA DAY
7th graders
May 13 or 14

PREVIEW BREAKFAST
6th & 7th graders & their families
April 8 or 10

Join us at our Spring 2019 events
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Saint Aloysius Parish
School will be celebrat-
ing a Night of the Arts on
Wednesday, May 29. Our
students will put their
God-given talents on dis-
play through art, music and
dance.
In addition, we will host

an open house for all inter-
ested families considering
enrolling their children in
a school rooted in faith, tra-
dition and excellence.
Saint Aloysius offers a

safe environment for stu-
dents to learn and grow to
their full potential every
day. Our faculty and staff
are dedicated to themission
of Saint Aloysius, which is
rich in Catholic values and
academic excellence.
Saint Aloysius Parish

School is known for its ac-
ademic excellence. Seven-
teen of our students have
been awarded Neumann
Scholarships since 1995.
Our current eighth-grade
student, Sarah Bell, presi-
dent of student council, is
our 17th winner. The Neu-
mann Scholarships are pre-
sented to students with the
highest score on the Cath-
olic high school entrance
exams. Neumann Scholar
winners receive full schol-
arships to an archdiocesan
high school of their choice.
We are very proud of Sar-
ah’s accomplishments.
Registration is open to

new families for the 2019-
2020 school year. Saint
Aloysius offers a $1,000.00
transfer grant for students

transitioning from pub-
lic school in grades two
through seven. Ask about
our financial aid program
as well.
We invite families to

join us in our open house
on Wednesday, May 29,
at 6 p.m. Come enjoy the
arts, view our school, meet
our staff and learn more
about Saint Aloysius Par-
ish School and the positive
impact it would have your
child’s education.
Private tours are avail-

able by appointment. To
schedule a private tour,
please contact our admis-
sions office at 610-326-6167
ext. 427.

EDUCATION

Saint Aloysius Parish School
to hold Night of the Arts, open
house

apy and special educa-
tion. EBS’s research and
evidence-based practices
are taught in universities
and modeled all across the
country in our partnering
school districts.
EBS Children’s Therapy

features a sensory gym, in-
cluding a rock climbing
wall, a therapeutic swing
and a crash pit, as well as
a fully functioning wheel-
chair-accessible kitchen to
work on Activities of Daily
Living (ADL). Parents and
teachers are invited to be
a part of therapy and also
watch from observation
rooms, so they can learn
how to incorporate ther-
apy goals into their home
and school routines.

EBS Children’s Ther-
apy accepts most insur-
ance and also offers group
programs so that families
have options.
Whether you are a par-

ent looking for innova-
tive treatment for your
child, a district adminis-
trator looking to balance
your district’s needs or a
therapist or special educa-
tor looking to grow within
your field, EBS has mul-
tiple divisions to support
education, outpatient clin-
ics nationwide and a net-
work of top specialists
around the country to
serve you.
Services:
• ABA Therapy
• Child Psychology
• Speech Therapy
• Occupational Therapy
• Physical Therapy
• AAC Therapy
• Feeding and Swallow-

ing Therapy
• Early Intervention
• Transition to Adult-

hood

EBS is Lighting it
up Blue for Autism
Awareness Month
To celebrate Autism

Awareness Month, EBS
will be Lighting it up Blue!
Light it up Blue is a

unique global initia-
tive that kicks off Au-
tism Awareness Month
and helps raise aware-
ness about autism. Thou-
sands of iconic landmarks
and buildings join the
hundreds of thousands of
homes and communities
around the world to “light
blue” in support of people
living with autism.
EBS Children’s Therapy

is proud to be among the
many showing support for
Autism Awareness!
EBS Children’s Ther-

apy is located at 200 Skiles
Blvd., West Chester, PA
19382.
For more information,

call 610-455-4040, email
info@ebschildrenstherapy.
com or visit www.ebschil-
drenstherapy.com.

EBS
Children’s
Therapy
FROMPAGE 11

And Open HouseArts Night
Out

Saint Aloysius Parish School

WEDNESDAY

MAY
29
2019

6:00 PM-
8:00 PM

School tours 6-8PM. Come view our school,
meet our staff and learn about the benefits of
Catholic Education in a safe setting. Ask
about $1,000 transfer grant.

Live performances by our Saint Aloysius Stu-
dent Band in the Gymnasium beginning at
6:30PM.

Pre-K3 thru 8th grade Art Show. Come see the
many talents of our young artists. Work will
be displayed throughout the school.

Saint Aloysius Dancers will be in the dance
studio. All are welcome to visit the studio.

Pizza and snacks will be available for purchase
in the school cafeteria.

MUSIC

TOURS

FOOD

ART

DANCE

Saint Aloysius Parish School
844 N. Keim Street, Pottstown, PA 19464

610-326-6167/ www.saintaloysiusschool.com

GOSHEN FRIENDS
Fun Fair & Open House
May 18, 10 a.m. to Noon

Meet our teachers, tour our classrooms, and
enjoy fun activities for children:

Crafts * Face-Painting * Moonbounce * Open Play

Select Spots Remain for 2019
Summer Camp * By My Side * Preschool

Pre-Kindergarten

GOSHEN FRIENDS ScHOOl
celebrating 60 Years of Joyful learning!

814 N. Chester Rd., West Chester, PA 19380
610-696-8183 • www.goshenfriends.org

Small Class Sizes * Play-Based Curriculum
Spanish * Music * Art * Outdoor Ed

Community Service

Can’t make it to our Open House?
Schedule a private tour by calling 610-696-8183.
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Autism has become a household word
because of the vast number of lives im-
pacted by this highly scrutinized and of-
ten confusing series of conditions. In 2018,
the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention determined that one in 59 children
currently has autism spectrum disorder in
the United States.
ASD can affect the entire body, but it is

typically marked by repetitive patterns of
behavior, interests or activities. Difficul-
ties with communication, intellectual dis-
abilities and impaired social interactions
also are noted. The autism awareness or-
ganization Autism Speaks estimates that
one-third of people with ASD are nonver-
bal as well.
Research implicates genetics as the

cause of ASD in the vast majority of cases.
Generally speaking, children born to older
parents are at a higher risk for having au-
tism than those born to younger parents.
Despite controversy, there is no definitive
link between ASD and immunizations.
Each April is Autism Awareness Month.

April also hosts World Autism Day (April
2). The Autism Society, one of the leading
autism organizations, established the ob-

servancemonth to “promote autism aware-
ness, inclusion and self-determination for
all and to assure that each person with
ASD is provided the opportunity to achieve
the highest possible quality of life.”
There aremany steps people can take to

help the group achieve that goal, both in
April and throughout the year.
1. Wear blue. One of the significant

markers of autism support and awareness
is the displaying of the color blue. Many
organizations sell blue T-shirts and other
promotional items that help raise aware-
ness and money for the cause.
2. Attend an event. There are many

marches or fundraisers for ASD in April.
Participating in such events shows those
with ASD that people care about them.
3. Go to a sensory-friendly event. Venues

like movie theaters and amusement parks
offer “sensory-friendly” days for individu-
als with ASD and their families.
4. Embrace the ribbon. The puzzle piece

ribbon represents the complexity and di-
versity of those with ASD. Pin a ribbon to
clothing or attach ribbonmagnets to cars.

EDUCATION

Six ways to recognize
autism awareness

PHOTO COURTESY OF METROCREATIVE
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Discover how a Malvern Prep education will
make a difference in your son’s life!

E X P E R I E N C E
MALVERN PREP

www.malvernprep.org/experience

484-595-1173

418 S. Warren Avenue Malvern, PA 19355

Malvern Preparatory School is an independent, Augustinian school
for young men in grades six through twelve.

CUSTOMIZE YOUR EXPERIENCE

SCHEDULE YOUR VISIT TODAY!

Our students are encouraged to demonstrate responsibility

when making decisions and solving problems,

as they encounter open-ended real-world scenarios.

Plan your visit to Malvern Prep and discover how our academic

curriculum prepares our students to meet and

exceed the challenges of an ever-changing global society.
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Episcopal Academy fifth-
graders enthusiastically
welcomed a new technol-
ogy in their classroom re-
cently.
“It’s a tiny piece of com-

puter that can be pro-
grammed,” explained one
student.
For the students who

have grown up in a tech-
nological world, it was not
the least bit intimidating
when Lower School Tech-
nology Coordinator Kim
Farrell ’84 introduced them
to the micro:bit.
“I think they thought

it would be more compli-

cated, but they totally got
it. I am not surprised,”
shared Farrell.
The introduction of the

micro:bit in Lower School
is part of the new Com-
puter Science and Engi-
neering Department’s cur-
riculum.
“The mission is to em-

power our students, PreK
through 12th grade, with
the knowledge and skills
to excel at creative and col-
laborative problem-solv-
ing,” explained Computer
Science and Engineering
Chair Matt Memmo. “We
hope to shape responsible

digital citizens who opti-
mize the use of technolog-
ical resources in order to
address the future chal-
lenges of our global soci-
ety. Themicro:bit project is
a means of achieving this.”
“It gives them the oppor-

tunity to work with some
hardware,” explained Far-
rell. “It can do a lot of dif-
ferent things like take tem-
peratures, detect motion,
and it can even operate like
a fit bit.”
Students used the

micro:bit to conduct sci-
ence experiments, includ-
ing assessing lighting in
various spaces and mea-
suring soil moisture us-
ing connected probes.
They also programmed
the micro:bit to simulate a
game of Rock, Paper, Scis-
sors and programmed in
an automatic scoreboard.
“It is really important

that students understand

what is going on behind the
scenes and learn to dictate
to the computer what they
want it to do,” explained
Farrell. “They come up
with ways to solve prob-
lems on their own and see
that there is more than one
right way to get there.”
Memmo explained that

the skills they are learning
now will help them when
they move into Middle

School, where more func-
tionality and advanced
programming concepts
can be explored using the
samemicro:bit kits. He also
hopes to inspire students to
be science and technology
innovators.
One student shared,

“Maybe one day I will have
a job that includes this kind
of technology!”

5. Learn more. Dr. Tem-
ple Grandin is an autism ex-
pert who is on the spectrum
herself. Through her own
words, Grandin shares un-
precedented insights into
what the autistic brain ex-
periences. This education
can be used in one’s own
life or in the classroom.

There are other educators
with ASD who also offer
their expertise online.
6. Donate when possi-

ble. Although there is no
cure for autism, researchers
continue to work to learn
more about it and any po-
tential treatments that can
improve the lives of those
with ASD.
Learnmore about ASD at

autism-society.org.

Article courtesy of
MetroCreative

Autism
awareness
FROMPAGE 13
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Episcopal Academy fifth-graders meet
the Micro:bit

DRIVING SCHOOL

610-277-1050
www.CantorsDrivingSchool.com

pennsylvania
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Certified 3rd Party Testing Center

Call Us Today
For lessons!
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Join us for this Children’s Book World event, hosted by Friends’ Central School.
For more information and to register, visit friendscentral.org.

Kwame Alexander and
Friends: The Versify Tour
Friday, April 5 • 6:00 pm
Friends’ Central School • Shallcross Hall
1101 City Avenue • Wynnewood, PA 19096

Kwame Alexander, poet, educator, New York
Times bestselling author of 21 books, and
recipient of the 2015 Newbery Medal, is
bringing his ‘rock star’ Versify Tour to FCS.
Kwame and authors and illustrators from
his new imprint will provide a performance
unlike any other you’ve seen.

This evening is free and open to the public,
but registration is required.

Educating for Excellence Since 1845 • friendscentral.org

OPEN HOUSE
Tuesday, April 23 • 9 am

Admission Info Sessions
April 3 • May 1

Register online at friendscentral.org

Over 30% of our
2014-2018 graduates

matriculated at
top 25 colleges
and universities
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