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next door became her 
answer.
 A story about Billy 
Ruth would not be 
complete without 
the love of her life, 
her husband George, 
namesake of the new 
property “Standbridge 
House”. Billie Ruth’s 
life actually began 
far from town, “out 
in the country” in 
the Starr Ridge area 
of Hopkins County. 
When the family did 
move into town on 
South Davis Street, 
her schooling began 
at Austin Elementary 
School.  Between the 
family leaving Sulphur 
Springs because of 
war employment, 
they ultimately ended 
up in Odessa where 
she graduated from 
high school.  After 
completing college at 
Texas State College 
for Women in physical 
education and dance, 
her first job was at 
Wharton County Jr. 
College in Wharton, 

Tx.  It was from that 
experience that she 
was offered a job 
to became a dance 
instructor and physical 
education instructor in 
Redlands, California at 
University of Redlands.  
It was there that a very 
exciting chapter of her 

life began, when she 
met a handsome guy at 
the Gay Nineties Pizza 
Parlor in 1959.  She was
at the pizza parlor and 
George was filling in 
the night shift when 

they met and he asked 
her, “Would you like a 
smoke?”  She replied 
“No, thank you, I don’t 
smoke”.   He then 
asked her, “Could I 
buy you a beer?”  She 
declined by saying 
“No thanks, I don’t 
drink, but I have other 
vices”.  She couldn’t 
imagine why she 
said that!  But having 
gone to a women’s 
university, she felt you 
were just considered a 
“goody two shoes”, so 
she thought that was a 
better answer. George 
didn’t ask her to 
elaborate, but they were 
married three months 
later! They also bought 
the Gay Nineties Pizza 
Parlor the day before 
they married.  George 
ran the business 
while Billie Ruth 
continued working 
at the University of 
Redlands. Life was 
an adventure! They 
traveled all over the 
region, from mountains 
to beaches, mainly 
on George’s Harley.  
Billie Ruth goes 

on to describe their 
courtship, “When we 
began dating, I thought 
it was appropriate that I 
ask him up for dinner.  
I asked him what he 
would like, not that it 
would have made much 

difference since I didn’t 
know how to cook 
anything.  He answered, 
“chicken cacciatore”. 
How would anybody 
from Texas know 
what that was?   Since 
I didn’t have a cook 
book and there were no 
computers to look up 
stuff, I went to the wife 
of my department chair 
who lent me a cook 
book with the recipe.   
I thought it looked 

edible and it seemed to 
taste OK, but he said 
afterward he would 
never ask me to cook 
again.  Throughout 
our fifty seven years 
of marriage, up until 
he physically could no 

longer do it, I never had 
to cook again, except 
on rare occasions.   
One time when he was 
away for ten days, I 
bought a bunch of 
box dinners and my 
daughter Mikelle said, 
“See Mom, we’re 
doing OK”!  I actually 
dreamed that we 
starved!” 
 Long after the Gay 
Nineties Pizza period 
when B.R. was coun-
seling at Redlands 
High School, one of 
their English teachers 
had attended a writer’s 
conference at the Uni-
versity of Redlands and 
excitedly rushed back 
to let her know that 
the TV show “Cheers” 
had been modeled after 
the Gay Nineties Pizza 
Parlor!  The creators of 
the TV sitcom, brothers 
Glen and Les Charles, 
had been speakers at 
the conference and had 
mentioned their many 
hours spent at the Gay 
Nineties Pizza Parlor 
during their studies at 
the University of Red-
lands. They’d obvious-
ly been influenced in a 
very memorable way!

     To be continued......

Part One: Upstairs, Downtown With B. R.   I was sitting down for 
coffee with local editor 
Joy Wilson in one of 
our favorite places, 
the downtown balcony 
apartment of mutual 
friend B.R. It was on 
the eve of the May DBA 
(Downtown Business 
Alliance) meeting, 
and their conversation 
was about the meeting 
and various ideas and 
means for improvement 
in the City’s downtown 
environment.  As 
I listened to B.R, I 
realized her genuine 
interest in helping 
merchants market 
and bring customers 
through the door of 
their shops was just 
part of her natural 
business inclination. 
Over a 24 year span 
she’s helped transform 
Sulphur Springs into a 
destination, as well as a 
place to be relished by 
the local citizenry.
 Ever since she had 
a shop downtown 
on Main St, it was 
her dream to live 
downtown.  The 
opportunity to do that 
came after a lot further 
down the block became 
available for building.  
Not knowing exactly 
what kind of design she 
wanted, her daughter, 
Mikelle, drew up a 
design that exactly fit 
their needs, especially 
since George was 
disabled by this time.  It 
was all she ever hoped 
it could be.  Her dream 
had certainly been 
fulfilled.  Interesting 
enough circumstances 
sort of dictated the 
development next door.  
Ordinances prevented 
windows from being 
put on the east side of 
their apartment, so that 
raised the possibility 
of an investor building 
right up her west wall.  
Subsequently, the 
2-story residential/
commercial complex 

This is the first in a series of articles describing the life of one of Sulphur Springs’ most interesting residents, Billie Ruth Standbridge. Upon retiring from their 
jobs in Redlands, California, George and Billie Ruth returned to her hometown Sulphur Springs in 1955 where her parents, Frankie and Ann Mote still lived. 
Ever since she has contributed freely to the hum of activity that identifies “downtown” as a living entity. In this weekly series about a lady who never forgot 
where she came from, you will better appreciate why she holds the designation “Ms.Downtown”.

By Enola Gay Mathews

★
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Answers On Pg.7

Cross Country Moving, 
Long distance Moving 
Company, out of state 
move $799 Long Dis-
tance Movers. Get Free 
quote on your Long dis-
tance move 1-800-511-
2181

Call Empire Today® to 
schedule a FREE in-
home estimate on Car-
peting & Flooring. Call 
Today! 1-800-508-2824
Stay in your home 
longer with an Ameri-
can Standard Walk-In 
Bathtub. Receive up to 
$1,500 off, including a 
free toilet, and a lifetime 
warranty on the tub and 
installation! Call us at 
1-844-374-0013

AT&T Internet. Get More 
For Your High-Speed 
Internet Thing. Starting 
at $40/month w/12-mo 
agmt. Includes 1 TB of 
data per month. Ask 
us how to bundle and 
SAVE! Geo & svc re-
strictions apply. Call us 
today 1-833-707-0984

Spectrum Triple Play! 
TV, Internet & Voice for 
$99.97/mo. Fastest Inter-
net. 100 MB per second 
speed. Free Primetime 
on Demand. Unlimited 
Voice. NO CONTRACTS. 
Call 1-855-652-9304

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT 
PRESCRIPTION! World 
Health Link. Price Match 
Guarantee! Prescriptions 
Required. CIPA Certified. 
Over 1500 medications 
available. CALL Today 
For A Free Price Quote. 
1-855-530-8993 Call Now!

DISH Network $59.99 For 
190 Channels! Add High 
Speed Internet for ONLY 
$14.95/month. Best 
Technology. Best Value. 
Smart HD DVR Included. 
FREE Installation. Some 
restrictions apply. Call  
1-855-837-9146

Get DIRECTV! ONLY 
$35/month! 155 Chan-
nels & 1000s of Shows/
Movies On Demand (w/
SELECT All Included 
Package.) PLUS Stream 
on Up to FIVE Screens 
Simultaneously at No 
Addt’l Cost. Call DIREC-
TV 1-855-781-1565

Wants to purchase min-
erals and other oil and 
gas interests. Send de-
tails to P.O. Box 13557 
Denver, Co. 80201

CLASSIFIED ADS cont.
Miscellaneous Miscellaneous Miscellaneous Miscellaneous
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Autos Wanted Miscellaneous

Real Estate

Health & Fitness

Answers On Pg.7

Lung Cancer?
Asbestos exposure in industrial,

construction, manufacturing jobs, or the
military may be the cause. Family in

the home were also exposed.
Call 1-866-795-3684 or email

cancer@breakinginjurynews.com.  
$30 billion is set aside for asbestos

victims with cancer. Valuable settlement
monies may not require filing a lawsuit. 

MiscellaneousGarage Sale Miscellaneous

IDEAS WANTED!
Get Your Free Inventor’s Guide

Davison charges fees for services

CALL  800-353-6102 NOW
Helping inventors and idea people since 1989.

Real Estate

Drivers CDL-A: Top Pay 
and..Sign-On, Safety, 
Performances Bo-
nuses! Holiday/Vaca-
tion Pay! Medical plan 
available! % Pay plus 
Deadhead & Detention 
Pay! Home weekends! 
Average 2000-2500 
miles per week! Direct 
Deposit! Late model 
trucks. 25yoa, flatbed 
experience a plus. 855-
395-4503

FREE Dogs & Cats: 
Chiweenies, puppies 
are 3 weeks old, need 
3 more weeks before 
they can be given away, 
1 grown Chiweenie.  1 
black lab - expecting 
puppies, 1 Great Dane, 
1 Pit Bull. These are all 
free to a good home. 
Please call 903-431-4398

F A R M E R S , 
LANDSCAPERS or 
GARDENERS, did you or 
a loved one use Roundup 
Weed Killer and were 
diagnosed with NON-
HODGKINS LYMPHOMA 
(Cancer)? You may be 
entitled to compensation. 
Call Attorney Charles 
Johnson 1-800-535-5727

For Sale: 36”x80” steel 
back door with full 
window & blind inside. 
$100. Call 903-348-5820.

For Sale: Hardrock 
maple dining table with 
6 chairs & 2 leafs. $400. 
Maple double dresser & 
mirror. $100. King size 
bed frame. $40. 2 TV 
stands. $25 each. Call 
903-348-5820.

Open daily Hwy. 154 
South Fruit Stand. Lots 
of great food, fresh 
tomatoes, all kinds 
of jams, jellies, salsa, 
honey, ribbon cane 
syrup and homemade 
fried pies. Hope to see 
you there!

For Sale: 2 burial plots 
at Restlawn Cemetery. 
$1,250 each. Call 903-
348-5820.

MULTI-FAMILY SALE: 
1625 CR 1785 off FM 
514, Lake Fork. Thurs-
day & Friday 8 to 5. Sat-
urday 8 to 12. May 16, 
17, & 18. Home decor & 
household items, baby 
items, child’s motorized 
John Deere tractor, Har-
ley jackets & boots and 
lots more.

CARS/TRUCKS WANT-
ED!!!  All Makes/Models 
2002-2018! Any Condi-
tion. Running or Not. 
Top $$$ Paid! Free Tow-
ing! We’re Nationwide! 
Call Now: 1-888-985-
1806

Place in Business Opportunities

$500+ Paid Daily The 
Easy Way. Go To: www.
PaidDailyGroup.com

Place in Education

AIRLINE MECHANIC 
TRAINING - Get FAA 
Technician certifica-
tion. Approved for mili-
tary benefits.  Financial 
Aid if qualified. Job 
placement assistance. 
Call Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance 866-453-
6204

Suffering from an AD-
DICTION to Alcohol, 
Opiates, Prescription 
PainKillers or other 
DRUGS? There is hope! 
Call Today to speak 
with someone who 
cares. Call NOW 1-855-
866-0913

Place in Miscellaneous

A PLACE FOR MOM. 
The nation’s largest se-
nior living referral ser-
vice. Contact our trust-
ed, local experts today! 
Our service is FREE/no 
obligation. CALL 1-844-
722-7993

Earthlink High Speed 
Internet. As Low As 
$14.95/month (for the 
first 3 months.) Reliable 
High Speed Fiber Op-
tic Technology. Stream 
Videos, Music and 
More! Call Earthlink To-
day 1-855-520-7938

$$OLD GUITARS & 
AMPS WANTED$$ GIB-
SON • FENDER • MAR-
TIN. ALL BRANDS. TOP 
DOLLAR PAID. CALL 
TOLL FREE 1-866-433-
8277

Applying for Social 
Security Disability or 
Appealing a Denied 
Claim?  Call Bill Gordon 
& Assoc., Social Securi-
ty Disability Attorneys, 
1-855-498-6323! FREE 
Consultations. Local 
Attorneys Nationwide 
[Mail: 2420 N St NW, 
Washington DC. Office: 
Broward Co. FL (TX/NM 
Bar.)]

Become a Published 
Author. We want to 
Read Your Book! Dor-
rance Publishing-Trust-
ed by Authors Since 
1920 Book manuscript 
submissions currently 
being reviewed. Com-
prehensive Services: 
Consultation, Produc-
tion, Promotion and 
Distribution Call for 
Your Free Author’s 
Guide 1-877-626-2213

Get a SMARTPHONE for 
$0 DOWN* with AT&T 
Next® and AT&T Next 
Every Year;  $250 Gift 
Card for Switching to 
AT&T! (*Requires well-
qualified credit. Limits 
& restrictions apply.) 
1-888-545-5093

Lung Cancer? Asbestos 
exposure in industrial, 
construction, manu-
facturing jobs, or mili-
tary may be the cause. 
Family in the home 
were also exposed. Call 
1-866-795-3684 or email 
cancer@breakinginju-
rynews.com. $30 billion 
is set aside for asbes-
tos victims with can-
cer. Valuable settlement 
monies may not require 
filing a lawsuit.

KILL BED BUGS! Har-
ris Sprays, Mattress 
Covers, Kits. Available: 
Hardware Stores, The 
Home Depot, homede-
pot.com

Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Re-
claim independence 
and mobility with the 
compact design and 
long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free in-
formation kit! Call 888-
609-2189`

Lung Cancer? And Age 
60+? You And Your 
Family May Be Entitled 
To Significant Cash 
Award. Call 866-428-
1639 for Information. 
No Risk. No Money Out 
Of Pocket.

KILL ROACHES-GUAR-
ANTEED! Harris Roach 
Tablets, Sprays, Traps, 
Concentrate. Hardware 
Stores, The Home De-
pot, homedepot.com

HEAR AGAIN! Try our 
hearing aid for just 
$75 down and $50 
per month! Call 800-
426-4212 and mention 
88272 for a risk free tri-
al! FREE SHIPPING!

Miscellaneous

Business Opportunities

Education

Miscellaneous
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FAMOUS TEXANS

According to Owen, Luke 
was voted class president 
the first year he attended 
St. Mark's.

Career
Wilson in 2003
Wilson's acting career be-
gan with the lead role in 
the short film Bottle Rock-
et in 1994, which was co-
written by his older brother 
Owen Wilson and director 
Wes Anderson. It was re-
made as a feature-length 
film in 1996. After mov-
ing to Hollywood with his 
two brothers, he was cast 
opposite Calista Flockhart 
in Telling Lies in America 
and made a cameo appear-
ance in the film-within-the-
film of Scream 2, both in 
1997. Wilson filmed back-
to-back romantic films in 
1998, opposite Drew Bar-
rymore, Best Men, about a 
group of friends who pull 
off a heist on their way to a 
wedding, and Home Fries, 
about two brothers inter-
ested in the same wom-
an for different reasons. 
He played the physician 

beau of a schoolteacher 
in Rushmore (also 1998), 
also directed by Anderson 
and co-written by brother 
Owen.
In 1999, Blue Streak was 
released featuring Wil-
son as detective Carlson. 
He later starred opposite 
Reese Witherspoon in 
the 2001 comedy Legally 
Blonde, which was fol-
lowed by Old School and 
The Royal Tenenbaums. 
Wilson also had a role on 
That '70s Show, as Mi-
chael Kelso's older brother 
Casey Kelso, appearing 
sporadically from 2002 
through 2005.
In 2006, Wilson starred in 
Idiocracy, Mike Judge's 
first film since 1999's Of-
fice Space. He portrayed 
an ordinary serviceman 
chosen for a cryogenics 
project. He awakens after 
hundreds of years in an 
America which is signifi-
cantly less intelligent.
In early 2007, Wilson 
starred opposite Kate 
Beckinsale in the thriller 
Vacancy. In July 2007, 

he worked on Henry 
Poole is Here in La Mi-
rada, California, which 
was released in 2008. He 
starred in the film Ten-
ure in 2009. In 2010, he 
appeared in films Death 
at a Funeral and Middle 
Men. From 2011 to 2013 
he starred in the HBO TV 
series Enlightened.
Wilson and brother Owen 
have co-written a Wright 
Brothers biopic, in which 
they also plan to star.
In January 2019, it was 
announced that Wilson 
had been cast as former 
sidekick-turned-mechan-
ic-turned superhero Pat 
Dugan / S.T.R.I.P.E. in 
the upcoming DC Uni-
verse series Stargirl.

Some Films He Appeared 
in. Film - Year, Title Role
 
1996 - Bottle Rocket
            Anthony Adams 
1997 - Bongwater
            David 
1997 - Telling Lies in 
     America        Henry 
1997 - Best Men 
           Jesse Reilly 

1997 - Scream 2 
           Billy 
1998 - Dog Park
           Andy 
1998 - Home Fries
           Dorian Montier 
1998 - Rushmore
            Dr. Peter Flynn 
1999 - Kill the Man
            Stanley Simon 
1999 - Blue Streak
          Detective Carlson 
2000 - My Dog Skip
 Dink Jenkins 
2000 - Committed
 Carl 
2000 - Bad Seed
 Preston Tylk 
2000 - Charlie's Angels
             Peter Kominsky 
2001 - Legally Blonde
        Emmett Richmond 
2001 - Soul Survivor
 Jude 
2001 - The Royal Tenenbaums
           Richie Tenenbaum 
2002 - The Third Wheel 
          Stanley 
2003 - Masked and Anon-
ymous   Bobby Cupid 
2003 - Old School
 Mitch Martin 
2003 - Stuck on You
 Himself 
2003 - Alex and Emma 
Alex Sheldon / Adam 
Shipley 

2003 - Charlie's Angels: 
Full Throttle 
            Peter Kominsky 
2003 - Legally Blonde 2: 
Red, White and Blonde 
        Emmett Richmond 
2004 - Around the World 
in 80 Days    
           Orville Wright 
2004 - Anchorman: The 
Legend of Ron Burgundy
           Frank Vitchard 
2004 - Wake Up, Ron 
Burgundy: The Lost 
Movie Frank Vitchard 
2005 - The Wendell Baker 
Story     Wendell Baker 
Also writer/producer/di-
rector
2005 - The Family Stone
           Ben Stone 
2006 - Hoot Officer 
David Delinko From The 
C.C.P.D. Company
2006 - Mini's First Time 
            John Garson 
2006 - My Super Ex-Girl-
friend   Matt Saunders 
2006 - Idiocracy
     Corporal Joe Bauers 
2006 - Jackass Number
   Two             Himself 
2007 - You Kill Me
           Tom 
2007 - Vacancy David
            Fox 
2007 - 3:10 to Yuma

Luke Cunningham Wil-
son (born September 21, 
1971) is an American ac-
tor known for his roles 
in films such as Idioc-
racy, Old School, Bottle 
Rocket, The Royal Te-
nenbaums, Blue Streak, 
Bongwater, and Legally 
Blonde. He was a mem-
ber of the cast of the HBO 
television series Enlight-
ened (2011–13). He is the 
younger brother of ac-
tors Andrew Wilson and 
Owen Wilson.

Early life
Wilson was born in Dal-
las, Texas, the youngest of 
three sons of Laura Wil-
son (née Cunningham; 
born 1939), a photogra-
pher, and Robert Andrew 
Wilson (1941-2017), an 
advertising executive and 
previously an executive 
at KERA, a public televi-
sion station. His family, 
originally from Massa-
chusetts, is of Irish Cath-
olic descent. All three 
Wilson boys attended St. 
Mark's School of Texas. 

LUKE WILSON
American Actor
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 Obits
Linda Moore
Graveside services for Linda Moore, 76, of Sulphur Springs, will be conducted at 10 a.m. on Friday, May 17, 
at the Sulphur Springs City Cemetery. The Rev. Charles Moore will officiate. Visitation will be held Thursday 
from 6 to 8 p.m. at West Oaks Funeral Home. She died Tuesday. Linda Gail Lloyd was born on April 28, 1943, 
in Sulphur Springs, the daughter of Gambrell and Frances Lloyd, who preceded her in death. She married A.E. 
“Sunny” Moore on October 19, 1963. A graduate of Sulphur Springs High School, she was a popular student 
who especially loved twirling and was involved in many clubs and organizations. She attended East Texas State 
University, in Commerce, where she studied business bookkeeping. Later, she moved to Dallas and worked at 
KRLD TV station. She spent the majority of her professional career, however, working with her husband as a 
highway contractor and longtime member of the Association of General Contractors, Highway Heavy Branch. 

She was also an active member of First United Methodist Church, where, in later years, she chaired the Finance committee.
Besides her husband, survivors include a daughter and son-in-law, Michelle and David Klingler, of Plano; son, Martin Lloyd 
Moore, of Dallas; granddaughter, Elizabeth Blythe Klingler, of Bloomington, Indiana; brother and sister-in-law, Jimmy and Dena 
Lloyd, of Sulphur Springs; cousin, Nelda Driggers, of Mount Pleasant; niece, Amber Davisson, of New Braunfels; and nephew, 
Jordan Lloyd, of Kansas City, Missouri. Pallbearers: Ben Anglin, William Baxter, Warren Brewer, Alec Bridges, Charles Cromer, 
Charles Dawson, Paul Glover, and Pedro Gonzalez. Honorary pallbearers: Rhonda Drake, Marsha Motes, Carolyn Sidebottom, 
Barbara Theofiledes, and Tasha Webb. 
The family would like to thank the staffs of Wesley Oaks and Legacy Hospice for their care, devotion, love, and friendship.
Arrangements are under the direction of West Oaks Funeral Home.
www.westoaksfuneralhome.com

Ralph Eugene Casey
Graveside services for Ralph Eugene Casey, age 70, of Roanoke, TX, will be held at 2:00 p.m., Friday, May 
17, 2019 at Greenview Cemetery near Sulphur Springs, TX with Bro. Ryan Burchett officiating. There will be 
no formal visitation. Ralph passed away on May 11, 2019 at his residence. He was born on March 25, 1949 in 
Dallas, TX, the son of Jess Willard and Oletha Mae Alexander Casey. He married Sharon Weaver on Janu-
ary 11, 1980 in Irving, TX. He worked as a service technician for Thyssen Krupp Elevators for many years. 
He enjoyed hunting when he was able, he was a car enthusiast, he was a collector of antique clocks, and he 
enjoyed playing computer games. He is survived by his wife, Sharon Casey, brother, Kyle Casey, numerous 
nieces and nephews, and a host of friends. He was preceded in death by his parents. Memorials may be made 
to the CHF Clinic of Baylor Scott and White at 1901 North MacArthur Blvd, Suite 360, Irving, TX 75061. 
Arrangements are under the direction of West Oaks Funeral Home. www.westoaksfuneralhome.com

Jennifer Rose Holt
Jennifer Rose Holt, age 39, of Sulphur Springs passed away on Tuesday, May 7, 2019 at Christus Mother Frances Hospital. 
Jennifer was born on February 26, 1980 in Denver Colorado, the daughter of David Lloyd Turnbow and Pamela Lou Williams 
Turnbow. She married Don Holt January 5, 2001 in Quincy, California. He survives. Jennifer was a sweet spirit and loved taking 
care of Don. In addition to Don she is survived by one son, Joshua Taylor Holt and daughter Ashton Rose Holt, mother, Pamela 
Lou Atkinson, brother, Jimi Turnbow and sister, SabrAlise Bewley. She was preceded in death by her father. Cremation arrange-
ments are under the direction of West Oaks Funeral Home. www.westoaksfuneralhome.com

Virginia Davidson Worsham
Virginia Davidson Worsham, 68, went home to be with our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ on Thursday, May 
9, 2019, at Baylor Hospital in Plano, Texas. The service was at First Baptist Church on Tuesday, May 14, 
2019 at 3:00 p.m. under the direction of West Oaks Funeral Home. There was no formal visitation. Interment 
followed at Sulphur Bluff Cemetery with Bill Ohland, Rick Tucker, Billy Lawson, David Black, Robert Fugate 
and Ronny McCutchin serving as pallbearers. Honorary pallbearers were Directors, Officers, and Employees of 
Alliance Bank and members of the Serving Six Sunday School Class. 
Virginia was born to Robert Thurman Davidson and Lucille Donohue Davidson. She married Jimmy Worsham 
on November 21, 1972 in Dallas, Texas. Virginia retired from teaching for Sulphur Springs ISD.
She was a member of First Baptist Church in Sulphur Springs, where she served faithfully. Virginia was very 

strong in her faith, a real fighter, and never lost hope. She always kept her sense of humor and loved her family and all her 
grandchildren with all her heart. Virginia is survived by her husband, Jimmy, daughter Tamara Worsham Hamill and husband 
Kurt of McKinney, Texas; son James A. Worsham and wife, Roxanne of McKinney, Texas; grandchildren Gunnar and Braden 
Livingston, Madison and Emily
Hamill, and Jordyn Worsham, who all lovingly called her Gigi; sister-in-law, Kathy Worsham Reeves and husband Wayne; 
siblings, Sammy Davidson, Bobby Davidson, Emmett Crone, brother-in-law Jerry Fugate and many nieces and nephews and 
very special friend, Veronica Dial. She also leaves behind her precious little dogs that never missed a step with her. Virginia was 
preceded in death by her parents and sister Sharlyn Ann Fugate. The family would like to extend a special thank you to the 
Medical Staff for their expertise and passion: Dr. Darren Arnecke, Gina Snyder and staff, Dr. Robert Lenington, Dr. Jeff Russell, Dr. 
Cayce Brumley, Dr. Kartik Konduri, Dr. Jason Potter, Dr. Jeffrey Lamont and P.A. Jessica. In lieu of flowers the family requests memorials 
be made to First Baptist Church, 116 Oak Avenue, Sulphur Springs, TX 75482.

William “Willy” Wilemon
Memorial Service for William “Willy” Wilemon, age 51, of Sulphur Springs will be held at 2:00P.M. on 
Thursday, May 16, 2019 at FBC – The ROC. There will be no formal visitation. Mr. Wilemon passed away 
on Friday, May 10, 2019, in Sulphur Springs. William Wiley Wilemon was born in Sulphur Springs,TX on 
May 3, 1968 to Audrey Wilemon and Ellen Cockrum. Willy enjoyed riding his bicycle around town and visit-
ing with everyone he met along the way.  His best friend was his dog, Rider and you could often find them 
snuggled under a blanket watching TV. He was embraced by the community and well loved. Willy is survived 
by his father, Audrey Wilemon; brother, Milton Wilemon; nieces, Jennifer Jeter and Charisha Wilemon; host 
of friends. He was preceded in death by his mother, Ellen Cockrum. Arrangements are under the direction of 

Murray-Orwosky Funeral Home The online register can be signed at www.murrayorwosky.com
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THE IDLE AMERICAN

He’ll Do to Ride the River With…
Commentary by Dr. Don Newbury

Fathers” as he took his 
seat….

*****
   He assumed their 
hosts were “kidders” 
earlier around the 
campfire. Surely they 
weren’t serious about 
ridding the Amazon of 
a few alligators. The 
method they described 
seemed like one they’d 
have a few centuries 
ago. 
   They spoke of pad-
dling alongside the 
prey, and stabbing 
them with what Texas 
Aggies might call “gi-
ant gigs.” At the risk 
of providing too much 
information, he said 
the pronged weapon 
makes the ‘gators mad 
as “Old Billy,” and 
they flail about greatly 
before being hoisted 
into the boat.
   But the locals weren’t 
kidding. Soon they 
were on the big river, 
ready to “gig.” He 
wasn’t sure there was 
room in the boat for 
even one alligator. 
Todd remained stoic, 
however, not wishing to 
offend the denizens of 
the jungle with whom 
he and his fellow mis-
sionaries hoped to en-
gender friendships….

*****
   “Thankfully, they 
‘got their ‘gator,’ and 

no one got hurt,” Todd 
said. “But we’ve only 
just begun in shar-
ing the message of Je-
sus Christ. Some oth-
er groups who have 
hacked their way back 
to the Brazilian vil-
lages have attempted 
to convince them that 
God is mad at them all 
the time.”
   Todd and his bunch 
presented a refreshing 
alternative, citing God 
as one who loves. And 
they’ll revisit the area 
someday, whether or 
not they go “alligator 
gigging.”
   In the meantime, he, 
his staff and church 
leaders will contin-
ue the work they are 
called to do. And that 
calls for helping folk to 
lean on God for guid-
ance in a world that 
grows darker by the 
day….

*****
   I found much to ad-
mire about this church. 
‘Course, they had 
me upon my learning 
that they truly wanted 
to honor their wid-
ows. Some two dozen 
showed up, and were 
showered by many 
acts of love and kind-
ness. The church went 
“above and beyond” 
the scriptural instruc-
tion to care for the wid-
ows.

   It was a day that spar-
kled with leaves and 
blossoms of re-birth in 
beautiful East Texas.
   I hope to see Todd and 
his flock again, even 
for some “river talk.” 
I’m confident that he 
is accomplished in rid-
ing rivers “crossways,” 
too. We all need help in 
fording that “one more 
river we’re bound to 
cross.”…

*****
   Dr. Newbury is a 
former educator who 
“commits speeches” 
round about. Com-
ments or inquiries 
to: newbury@speak-
erdoc.com. Ph.: 817-
447-3872. Web: www.
speakerdoc.com. Twit-
ter: @donnewbury. 
Facebook: don new-
bury. 

   Many Texans--and 
no doubt some abiding 
outside our borders--
have used the expres-
sion for years: “He’ll 
do to ride the river 
with.”
   We give little thought 
to its origin, but typi-
cally it is used to con-
vey highest praise 
for others in whom 
we have confidence--
whether we’re fording 
a river, or even if we 
don’t have a horse un-
derneath us.
   They say it origi-
nated a century and 
a half ago, when cow-
boys herded cattle to 
northern railheads. 
Obstacles included 
crossing rivers known 
for their rages, so cow-
boys counted on each 
other to get the cattle, 
their horses and them-
selves safely to the oth-
er side….

*****
   Visiting speaker at 
a luncheon honoring 
widows at New Be-
ginnings Church in 
Longview, I overheard 
a deacon saying of a 
lead pastor: “He’ll do 
to ride the river with.”
   With that, I figured 
the parson to be “A-
OK.”
   The immediate as-
sessment was that he’s 
the kind of guy I’d 
want to be at my side-
-or to “have my back”-
-in these tumultuous 
times when much else 
has joined treacherous 
rivers in ever-growing 
currents of rage….

*****
   Chatting with him 
during the meal damp-
ened my confidence--
ever so little, I quickly 
add--in “river-riding” 
with him. Turns out, 
Todd Kaunitz is at least 
“one up” on me, since 
he and 17 others from 
his church had just re-
turned from a mission 
trip to Brazil.
   A highlight was a boat 
ride down (up?) the 
Amazon. The rickety 
craft was only slightly 
longer than an alliga-
tor. (File the word “al-
ligator” away; you’ll 
see it again within the 
next few lines.)
   Todd wasn’t hum-
ming “Cruising Down 
the River.” Instead, 
he chose “Faith of our 
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