
By Grace Hase
Special to the Times

I
n a split vote, the San Jose City
Council on Tuesday, June 11
approved Mayor Sam Liccar‐

do's budget message. Photo by
Grace Hase.

San Jose City Councilmembers
on Tuesday, June 11 narrowly vot‐
ed to approve Mayor Sam Liccar‐
do’s June budget message, despite
criticism that it didn’t go far
enough to address racial and eco‐
nomic inequities in the city.

The split vote marked the first
time in recent history that nearly

half the City Council voted against
a mayor’s fiscal budget, which is
historically unanimously ap‐
proved. It also underscored an in‐
creasing rift on San Jose’s council,
splitting councilors along racial,
political and socio‐economic lines.

Five councilors voted against
Liccardo’s budget proposal, in‐
cluding his idea to implement an
“equity screen” – a tool the mayor
said could ensure funds are allo‐
cated to areas with the greatest
needs. But the five lawmakers said
it’s insufficient in addressing the
needs of Silicon Valley’s impover‐

ished districts.
The dissenting voters, Coun‐

cilmembers Raul Peralez, Maya
Esparza, Sergio Jimenez, Magdale‐
na Carrasco and Sylvia Arenas, in
April proposed the creation of a
$500,000 equity fund to meet the
needs of the city’s poorest and re‐
source‐scarce neighborhoods. They

also held a news conference Mon‐
day pushing for more equity in the
city budget.

When Liccardo released his
June budget message earlier this
month, he allocated $4 million to
programs he felt fit the equity
screen, relying mainly on data

See BUDGET, page 22
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By Kyle Martin
Special to the Times

The Valley Transportation Authority
Board of Directors on Thursday, June 6
voted unanimously to approve new

plans for a light rail extension to San Jose’s
Eastridge Transit Center — giving what should
be the go‐ahead on an almost 20‐year‐old project.

The vote came decades after East San Jose
residents waited for the wheels of government
to crank the fully‐funded project into action,
after county voters first approved the exten‐
sion project in 2000 with Measure A. The VTA
board discussed new findings in a second
study that details impact from noise, vibration
and traffic impacts, including the loss of car‐
pool lanes. The unavoidable impacts will affect
East San Jose residents along Capitol Express‐
way between VTA’s Alum Rock and Eastridge
transit centers, where the 2.4 mile extension
will be placed.

VTA officials Ken Ronsse and Christina Ja‐
worksi explained the changes to the previous
project plan.

“Tonight’s action improves the project,”
Ronsse told San José Spotlight. “With the ap‐
proved project, we’ll be able to move full steam
ahead.”

During Thursday’s board meeting, Supervi‐
sor Dave Cortese, who has supported the proj‐
ect for years, called the new plan a “break‐
through” for public transit in the region.

“There’s literally hundreds of reasons, prac‐
tical reasons, to keep moving down this path,”
Cortese told the board.

Construction for the $453 million project is
planned to start in late 2020, according to VTA
officials. In the meantime, contracts and per‐
mits must be approved, utilities must be relo‐

cated and land must be acquired, among other
things.

A few board members expressed reserva‐
tions in the plan — such as Councilmember
Magdalena Carrasco, who said that more traf‐
fic congestion is not something she’s looking
forward to as public transit changes in her dis‐
trict. Still, Carrasco has been a staunch sup‐
porter of extending light rail to East San Jose,
which has been largely left behind in the city’s

See EXTENSION, page 3

VTA light rail extension to Eastridge moves forward

During a June 6 VTA Board of Directors meeting, the board voted unanimously to green-light a light rail ex-
tension into East San Jose's Eastridge Transit Center from Alum Rock. Photo by Kyle Martin

San Jose lawmakers 
narrowly approve budget
amid inequity concerns

In a split vote, the San Jose City Council on Tuesday, June 11 approved Mayor
Sam Liccardo's budget message. Photo by Grace Hase

11th Annual
Senior Health
Fair: June 28

S
eniors are invited to
Join Senator Jim Beall
and Councilmembers Syl‐

via Arenas, Magdalena Car‐
rasco, and Maya Esparza at
the 11th Annual Senior and
Older Adults Health Fair &
Walk from 8:30 a.m. to 11:30
a.m. at Eastridge Center on
Friday, June 28.

This free event is for older
adults who want to improve
their health, learn more
about community resources,
and have fun!  The event will
have hundreds of people
from across San Jose, espe‐
cially residents of East San
Jose and Evergreen.

“This is an annual tradition
that has been providing re‐
sources to older adults for
over a decade”, says San Jose
City Councilmember Sylvia
Arenas. “We invite people
from all over San Jose to join
us for an event that provides
important information and is
so much fun for our senior
community.” 

See HEALTH FAIR, page 3
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Health Fair
Continued from page 1

A number of community resources will
be provided, including blood pressure
checks and fun activities such as Zumba.
Seniors are encouraged to improve their
health and join in on the fun!”

This event will include:
• Dozens of community resources pro‐

viding information, free giveaways, and
services

• A light breakfast provided on a first‐
come, first‐served basis

•  Free blood pressure checks
• A free Zumba workout with Cookie

from the East Valley YMCA
• Brief speeches from elected officials to

the senior community
• A fun group walk around the Eastridge

Mall
• And more!
For more information, call Councilmem‑

ber Sylvia Arenas’ office: (408) 535‑4908.  

Extension
Continued from page 1
transit improvement plans and
cut off from other parts of the
Bay Area because of a lack of
services.

“This doesn’t look good to me
as a consumer, as someone who
commutes every day and who is
always late,” Carrasco said of
VTA’s new impact report, but
added that “it’s a small incon‐
venience in comparison to those who are
transit dependent.”

But the new light rail extension will open
access to public transit to and from East
San Jose for thousands across the Bay
Area, said San Jose Councilmember Raul
Peralez. Elected leaders earlier this year
worried about another delay in the long‐
awaited project — despite the fact that
East San Jose residents have taxed them‐
selves for years to pay for it.

“Right now, it is still too fast to ride in
your cars around the Bay… people still do
that instead of taking public transporta‐
tion,” Peralez said. But if the lane closures
get people out of their cars and into trains
and buses, the downtown councilman sees
that as a benefit. “The reality is that I think
the benefits go much beyond what we see
today.”

Sunil Sharma, an East San Jose resident
who spoke to the board Thursday, said the
extension could help boost revenue at the

Eastridge Mall, where he said he’s con‐
cerned businesses are slowing and shut‐
ting down — especially following the
Barnes and Noble closure at the mall in
January 2018.

“I’m concerned other stores might
close,” Sharma, 61, told San José Spotlight.
But with a new light rail extension, he said
the area could see an uptick in business,
and he might gain some new neighbors,
too. “I’d like to see more high income resi‐
dents, like technology workers, move in.

San Jose Mayor Sam Liccardo weighed in
during Thursday’s meeting to show his
support for the new extension.

“There are a lot of members on this
board that are not from San Jose that are
still supporting this project because they
think it’s the right thing to do,” Liccardo
said. “And it is the right thing to do.”

Contact Kyle Martin at kylebmartin96@
gmail.com or follow him @Kyle_Martin35
on Twitter. Article courtesy of San José Spot‑
light.

Planning a late spring or early summer
cleaning around your home, garage or
property? 

If you have household hazardous waste,
like electronic waste, paint, cleaning prod‐
ucts, automotive fluids like oil and gaso‐
line, unused medications or pesticides that
you need to dispose of, take advantage of
free and convenient County Household
Hazardous Waste (HHW) drive‐through,
drop‐off events in San Jose and Milpitas. 

How does it work? It’s easy! It’s free! Go
to www.hhw.org to book an appointment
online with a few simple clicks or call
408.299.7300 Monday‐Friday 9‐5 to talk
to friendly staff who will answer your ques‐
tions and make your appointment for you. 

You’ll get a confirmation email with all
the details. On the scheduled date, simply
arrive at your appointment time drive
through to allow staff to remove the HHW
disposal items from your vehicle trunk or
truck bed, and drive away. Average drop‐

off time is only a few minutes.
UPCOMING DATES: Thursdays in San

Jose – June 27 Fridays in San Jose – June 28
Saturday in  22 Saturdays in San Jose – June
29 The more popular appointment times
can fill up fast so please schedule your ap‐
pointment promptly. 

The County, local cities and community
partners offer drop‐off locations, separate
from the drive‐through drop‐off events,
for residents wanting to dispose of the fol‐
lowing: electronic waste; automotive bat‐
teries, used oil and antifreeze; household
batteries; fluorescent lamps; paint prod‐
ucts and sharps. For more information on
these services, visit: www.hhw.org.
Throughout the County, and available all
year during business hours, there are also
110 medication disposal kiosks and
dozens of locations to pick up postage‐paid
free mail back envelopes for safe disposal
of unused or expired medication. Locations
of these services at www.sccmeds.org

Household hazardous waste drop-offs scheduled

By William Bellou
Publisher

Molly Cuevas, who grew up in Ever‐
green Valley, has completed the
74th day of her 3,000 mile, three‐

month cross‐country trek from California to
New York and is now in Pennsylvania. 

Molly, who is expected to cross into New
Jersey in the next few days, started her run
in Santa Monica, California on April 1 and
will finish in Montauk, New York on June 29.
It’s taking her three months, through 12
states. When it is over she will have trekked
3,137 miles.

Molly is running across the United States
to raise funds and awareness for the Chal‐
lenged Athletes Foundation (CAF), a non‐
profit based in California that provides op‐
portunities and support for athletes who
face physical challenges.

Molly has run across 10 states so far: Cal‐
ifornia, Arizona, New Mexico, Texas, Okla‐
homa, Kansas, Missouri, Illinois, Indiana,
and Ohio.

"The Midwest has been up and down
weather‐wise," Cuevas said. "There's been a
crazy amount of rain and so much flooding.
Been through a lot and I just have a little bit
more to go," Cuevas said. "So close, yet so
far."

The Mississippi River was near its crest
due to heavy rains in Illinois. The bridge
over the Mississippi was at risk of being
shut down as the flood waters continued to

rise. “A police officer that had been seeing
us for the past couple of days was waiting at
the bridge for us, Milly said. “The officer
closed the bridge on the Missouri side and
allowed us to cross into Illinois.” Luckily for
Molly she crossed the bridge when she did,

See MOLLY, page 10

Ohio: Molly Cuevas completes day 81
of her 3,000 mile run across America

Molly and Mayor her dog who is accompaning
her on her MilesByMolly jouney. 
Photo by Whitney Kanavel
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By Kevin Larsen
Times Staff Writer

The District 8 Community Round Table
(D8CRT) hosted a Land Use Panel Dis‐
cussion covering Evergreen Valley/ San

Jose planning and land use at their June 6 meeting. 
At the end of the presentations during the

question and answer session Trustee Maria
Fuentes of the SJECCD (San Jose Evergreen
City College District) spoke regarding the de‐
velopment of the 27 acres of land at Ever‐
green Valley College.

Robert Reese, Chair, Land Use Committee,
D8CRT introduced the panel to the audience. 

The panel of the meeting included the fol‐
lowing speakers. 

l Michael Brilliot, Deputy Director, City of
San Jose, Citywide Planning & Urban Design.
Brilliot is overseeing the 2040 General Plan. 

l Jim Zito, Past Chair of the San Jose Plan‐
ning Commission and Past President and cur‐
rent Board of Trustee for the Evergreen
School District.  

l Alice Kaufman, Legislative Advocacy Di‐
rector, Committee for Green Foothills. The
Committee supports sustainable smart transit
oriented residential mixed use development.     

l Shawn Milligan, KT Urban, Partner &
President of Milligan Land Company, who has
experience in residential development, in‐
cluding downtown high‐rise, Urban Village
and R‐1 detached residential units.  

l Jerad Ferguson, Senior Policy Advisor ‐
Land Use & Economic Development, Office of
Mayor Sam Liccardo.

SPEAKERS’ COMMENTS
Michael Brilliot 
Brilliot explained that the General Plan is a

blue print on how the City’s growth is envi‐
sioned through 2040. The plan calls for the ac‐
commodation of 400,000 more people and
approximately 350,000 more jobs. To accom‐
modate future growth, 68 urban growth
boundaries have been identified. “An example
of an urban growth area is the Evergreen Vil‐
lage Square,” said Brilliot. “This urban growth

boundary village offers services, such as a li‐
brary, offices, retail, and homes.” 

Brilliot stated during question and answer
session that Evergreen is not considered an
area appropriate for significant development,
particularly housing development.  He stated,
“We could build a lot more housing, the right
places to do it is in urban locations closer to
transit and places near employment.”

Jim Zito
Zito addressed the audience and gave some

historical facts about development in Ever‐
green Valley. “When David Cortese first took
office as a councilmember he put together a
group that did a study on the east hills vision‐
ing project,” said Zito. “That is primarily what
we are working with now as developers came

See LAND USE, page 18

The land use panel discussion included (left to right): Jim Zito, Past Chair San Jose Planning Commission
and Past President; Michael Brilliot, Deputy Director, City of San Jose, Citywide Planning & Urban Design;
Alice Kaufman, Legislative Advocacy Director, Committee for Green Foothills; Jerad Ferguson, Senior Policy
Advisor - Land Use & Economic Development, Office of Mayor Sam Liccardo; and Shawn Milligan, KT Ur-
ban, Partner & President of Milligan Land Company. 

Land use 
discussion
enlightens
many

By Kirpal Atwal
Special to the Times

It’s a great country!
We stand side by side with our American

brothers and sisters.
We will be there for

you and with you in any
difficult situation.

We are the American
Sikhs.

This 4th of July, please
come up and visit the
Gurdwara and have ice
cream with us!  

The Gurdwara on the
hill is a community place
and a community asset for all to use and visit.

We are so very proud as American citizens
to walk hand and hand with everyone and to
join the City of San Jose in the annual Rose
White and Blue parade (please see the infor‐
mation ad in this issue of the Evergreen Times
on page 13).

Always know, in our heart we are so proud
to be a part of America.  The 4th of July is a
very important day for us and we cherish it.
This is the place of freedom in our world! 

Our children get such
joy in participating in
the Rose White and Blue
parade in downtown
San Jose.  They develop
pride in the country and
carry the American flag
with strength and hon‐
or.

Our little tradition for
you is each year we set
up our special ice cream

and refreshments under the moonlight sky at
the Gurdwara on the Hill for everyone to walk
and joyfully look down at the valley (a time for
all to take a break from using a cell phone and
enjoy nature and the sky).

These important historical days that mark
See GURDWARA, page 20

MY COUNTRY ‘TIS OF THEE... SWEET LAND OF LIBERTY!

San Jose Gurdwara invites community
up for complementary ice cream and 
refreshments on 4th of July evening
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Elvie Teodoro of Evergreen
awarded by Silicon Valley
Business Journal

South County Homes, Evergreen School
of Music & the Arts (ESOMA), and NorCal
Academy of Performing Arts (NAPA) an‐
nounced that its founder and director, Elvie
Teodoro (inset), is a recipient of Silicon Val‐
ley Business Journal’s Women of Influence
2019 awards.  

Ms. Teodoro im‐
migrated to the US
from the Philip‐
pines more than 35
years ago and has
been a long‐time
resident of Ever‐
green.  In 2006, Ms.
Teo‐doro founded
and began operating South County Homes,
where they provide board, lodging and care
to children and young adults with develop‐
mental disabilities.  

Both music school ESOMA and non‐profit
NAPA are visions of Ms. Teodoro that have
been great additions to the Evergreen com‐
munity.  ESOMA reaches out bringing stu‐
dents of music and performance together,
honing their talents to shape their future of
musicians and individuals.    

“Running multiple businesses obviously
is not without challenges but it has its spe‐
cial rewards. Each entity requires special
attention in order to flourish. As long as you
love what you are doing, and focus on em‐
bodying each entity’s vision and values,

everyone benefits around you,” said Teo‐
doro.

Zumini arrested on 
suspicion of hit and run

The Santa Clara County Medical Examin‐
er‐Coroner’s Office identified the driver of a
minivan who was struck and killed by a
speeding driver evading authorities at
speeds reaching 120 mph. 

Juan Jose Salido, 43. was going through a
green light on Yerba Buena Road early Mon‐
day, June 10 when he was hit by a driver
evading the California Highway Patrol at
3:21 a.m.   

A man sitting in Salido’s front passenger
seat suffered injuries as a result of the colli‐
sion. The patient was transported to the
hospital by responding medics. He was list‐
ed in critical condition.

Zumini tried to flee the scene after the
collision but was captured. Detectives iden‐
tified the other motorist involved as 28‐
year‐old Alexander Zumini of San Jose. He
was arrested on suspicion of felony driving
under the influence, felony evading police
causing injury, felony hit and run, gross ve‐
hicular manslaughter, possession for sale of
methamphetamine and a parole violation.

Police also arrested Melissa Dawn Vin‐
cent, a passenger in the BMW, on suspicion
of being in possession of stolen property
and identity theft‐related charges.

Yerba Buena Road was closed for several
hours while San Jose Police took over the in‐
vestigators from the Highway Patrol. 
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Call to schedule 
your tour!

By Hassan Asad
Special to the Times

O
n May 18th, 2019, the Muslim com‐
munity of the Evergreen Islamic Cen‐
ter (EIC) hosted and celebrated a

“Grand Iftar” on the 14th day of the holy
month known as Ramadan to all Muslims. 

An Iftar is the act of breaking a fast, pri‐
marily done by eating a date, flavored milk
or water, fresh fruit, along with salty, yet sa‐
vory appetizers. What made this Iftar
unique and more memorable than usual
was due to the fact that people from other
various religions, faiths, and cultures had
been invited to participate and show soli‐
darity collectively as a community.

More than four hundred members repre‐
senting the community had attended and
participated in the activities which took
place on the special night. The event was
also attended by various honorable mem‐
bers of the community such as state assem‐
bly member Ash Kalra, San Jose City offi‐
cials, SJPD officers, Community College
President, as well as interfaith leaders rep‐
resenting Christian, Jewish, and several
other faiths. The breaking of the fast took
place at about 8:12 pm, as outlined in the Is‐
lamic faith. Once the fast had been broken,
the sunset prayer was performed. Further,

along the event, Mr. Akbar Syed, President
of EIC took part in welcoming and convey‐
ing the aforementioned distinguished
guests with gratitude on behalf of the com‐
munity.

Each of the guests voiced their individual
opinions regarding the friendship, sense of
togetherness, and promotion of peace, har‐
mony, and inclusiveness that is shared
within the community to establish unity.
Through their own opinions, the honorable
guests additionally touched on the subject
of hate and bigotry within the community,
and equally condemned it's often felt pres‐
ence, as well as the negativity it brings with
itself, dividing humans by race, gender, eth‐
nicity, and religious background. 

Succeeding the evening talks by the
guests and the sunset prayer, guests in‐
dulged in the grand dinner that followed.
The tantalizing menu consisted of tradi‐
tionally prepared biryani, chicken curry,
shish kebab, and freshly made naan bread.
Following the dinner, the mouthwatering
dessert featured kheer, a traditional rice
pudding which originates from South Asian
culture as well as masala tea, or chai. To‐
wards the end of the night, members and
guests socialized with one another, intro‐
ducing each other to individuals and

spreading a sense of equality among all.
The night had been lit up by the recogni‐

tion of every faith and believing that it has
its own unique place, encouraging guests to
enjoy the facilities and events which had
been meticulously prepared for the reli‐
giously significant evening. Surely the
grand Iftar became a memorable event for
members within the local community to re‐
member. 

The community at EIC pledged its re‐
gards to the larger surrounding communi‐
ty, its elected officials, the law enforcement
serving the city, and the interfaith leaders
who attended and participated during the
event for their continued support and ever‐

lasting friendship. Evergreen Islamic Cen‐
ter is eager to host next year’s annual grand
iftar and has thoroughly enjoyed this year’s
remarkable iftar with the support of the
nearby community.

In every epoch of humankind, faith repre‐
sents the sum of what is contributed by all
previous generations, to which the present
generation adds its own. The motif of the
Grand Iftar symbolizes the perpetual “shar‐
ing and caring” virtues, which has no begin‐
ning and has no end.

About the writer: Hassan Asad is a student
of Evergreen Valley College and is a long time
resident of   Evergreen Valley.  

Evergreen Islamic Center
hosts Ramadhan Grand Iftar
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Molly
Continued from page 3
because the water level caused the bridge
to shut down. 

Visits NCAA headquarters
Molly visited National Collegiate Athletic

Association (NCAA) Headquarters in Indi‐
anapolis where she met with CAF Athlete
Landis Sims and his mother Amanda. "Lan‐
dis is an incredible athlete. He's 13‐years‐
old and was born without hands and legs.
He plays basketball and baseball and excels
at those two sports," Cuevas said. Cuevas
and Sims toured the NCAA Headquarters
and had some fun with various games on
site, boosted Cuevas’ spirits with less than a
month to go on her fantastic journey across
the United States. 

Landis, who received $7500 in grants
from CAF said he is so happy for Molly and
what she is doing to raise awareness for the
organization which helps others like him‐
self with handicaps.  

So far Cuevas has raised more than
$25,000. "We have another month to try
and get that up to our goal of raising $50,000,
so please consider donating. “Thank you to
everyone that has been following along my
journey, Cuevas said. “I'm in the home
stretch right now and your support has re‐
ally helped me get to this point.

Challenged Athletes Foundation
Challenged Athletes Foundation (CAF)

provides opportunities and support to people
with physical challenges,
so they can pursue an ac‐
tive lifestyle through phy‐
sical activity and competi‐
tive athletics. In 2017, CAF
distributed 2,448 grants
across 43 countries. The
youngest grantee was five
years old, and the oldest
was 83. 

About Molly Cuevas
Molly attended Silver

Oak Elementary School
and Chaboya Middle School
in Evergreen.  She gradu‐
ated from Leland High
School in 2012 where she
lettered in Tennis, Soccer,
Track and Field Hockey.
Molly received a scholar‐
ship from Adelphi Univer‐
sity where she majored in

Sports Management, and minored in Mar‐
keting graduating Magna Cum Laude.
Cuevas was a three‐time All‐American, a
four‐time Academic All‐American, captain
and broke nearly every modern‐era record
the field hockey program had, while also
setting some new ones of her own while at‐
tending Adelphi University.  She also re‐
ceived a minor in Communications from
Murdoch University while studying abroad
in Perth Australia. As a student athlete Mol‐
ly was Northeast Conference Rookie of the
Year, three‐ time All‐American, Academic
All‐American, holds virtually all AU offen‐
sive records, numerous conference records
and is currently the all‐time NCAA DII As‐
sist per game leader. After holding intern‐
ships with the Major League Soccer and the
San Francisco 49ers, Molly went on to man‐
age the social media platform for Rocktape.
She currently serves as Rocktape’s Market‐
ing and Communication Coordinator. 

Donations
You can be a part of the “Miles By Molly

Movement” whether it’s sending her a kind
note, or donating to CAF. All of the current
information will be on her website at
www.milesbymolly.com 

Sponsors of “Miles by Molly” include:
Marquez Brothers Foundation, CLIFF Bar,
BR printers, Balega, RockTape, and Ul‐
raspire. If you are interested in becoming a
sponsor of Molly’s run across America,
email: molly@ milesbymolly.com

Molly running to raise funds for Challenged Athletes Foundation (CAF). Photos by Whitney Kanavel

Molly Cuevas and Landis Sims at NCAA Headquarters.
Photos by Whitney Kanavel
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Iguana’s forging 
forward in the 
Evergreen Valley
community

By Frank Shortt
Times Staff Writer

I
guana’s Burritozilla, a successful, family
owned business in Evergreen, began hav‐
ing breakfast on June 10, 2019. This was a

fitting date because that is when they cele‐
brated their 10th anniversary at 4848 San Fe‐
lipe Rd. right here in Evergreen. 

Iguana’s has been in business approxi‐
mately 25 years. They began business in
downtown San Jose with Liz Orozco, the fam‐
ily matriarch in charge. Iguana’s is a family
owned and operated restaurant. There is
Sammy, the older brother, Jimmy, owner and
CEO, Melissa, and Felice, the youngest mem‐
ber of the family. 

Romualdo Monroy, (known as Ramiro)
head cook at the San Felipe location stated, “I
have been working for Iguana’s on and off for
20 years. I have worked continuously for 10
years since we opened this location. I have
never been reprimanded or yelled at by any
of the Orozco family. They have treated me
with respect and I appreciate that. I would
like to say that I cook at Iguana’s the way I
would cook for my own family, as well as, my‐
self! The Orozco family are really good peo‐
ple!”

There are five Iguana’s locations: Down‐
town, Evergreen, Santa Clara, Saratoga Ave.
and Blossom Hill Rd. There are also two
booths inside HP Pavilion, and in July, 2019,
they will be opening in Levi's Stadium. 

Ramiro went on to say, “They want to offer
breakfast because they think there are a lot of

people that would like to have the option of a
good, fast, and tasty breakfast burrito! This
will allow them to start their day much happi‐
er with a fulfilling meal.” Knowing the great
cook, Ramiro, this will happen! Breakfast will
now be served at all Iguana’s locations.

The Emmitt Dollarhyde
Presidential Award pre-
sented to Denise Williams

E
vergreen School District is beaming
with pride as the San Jose NAACP pre‐
sented the Emmitt Dollarhyde Presi‐

dential Award to Denise Williams (inset),
Director of Instruction, at the 67th Friendship
and Freedom Gala held recently. 

The Emmitt Dollar‐
hyde Presidential Award
is given to an individual
who is committed to en‐
hancing the educational
wellness of the school
community.  This awardee
is also a person who ad‐
vocates for students to
have an inclusive, well
designed equitable environment.

Williams is currently the Director of In‐
struction for the Evergreen School District.
Denise is originally from Trenton, New Jersey
where she began her career.  She has been in
the district for more than 30 years as a
teacher, computer instructor, literacy coach,
principal and director.  

As a director, Williams facilitates the im‐
plementation of policies and procedures for
state and federal programs. She oversees Ti‐
tle 1, Title III Programs, English learners in‐
struction and assessments, Professional De‐
velopment for teachers and administrators
as well as the coordination of the district Par‐
ent Involvement Program.

Denise is very intentional and passionate
around her equity work ensuring that all stu‐
dents and parents receive what they need to
be successful in the 21st Century. Her work in
the community have enabled parents to be
empowered and successful with their chil‐
dren.  Her work has facilitated her district to
receive the State Golden Bell Award and the
County’s Kristy Porter Award for Parent En‐
gagement.  Additionally, she has been instru‐
mental in leading the district’s work in the na‐
tionwide initiative of “My Name, My Identity.” 

Ramiro Monroy 
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Summertime fun,
Summertime service

By Gayle Kludt
San Jose Host East Valley 
Lions Club Co‑President

Teachers love summer like
parents love fall. While
another school year is “in

the books” and the class of 2019
has graduated, summertime is
still a very busy time for the San
Jose Host East Valley Lions. 

After election of officers last
month, June is installation month
with all the pomp and ceremony
that entails. Lions typically have
their own installation (ours will
be June 30th at the Villages Golf
and Country Club), and partici‐
pate in the installation of the oth‐
er local clubs they partner with
for events and service projects. 

Clubs are also invited to their district’s in‐
stallation. A very special installation will take
place this month with the formation of a new
club, the Silicon Valley Scholars Cyber Club.
The Lions are very flexible in their club for‐
mats having the regular clubs people are fa‐
miliar with, plus branch clubs (who work
with the regular clubs), service clubs (who
only work on service projects) and the cyber
clubs, who meet online and still focus on ac‐
tivities and events. 

Other clubs are organized by location, like
the Japantown Lions Club, or culture, like our
Nepalese club, the Sunnyvale Everest Lions,
or even activities like ones that focus on
quilts or crocheting, making items for hospi‐

tals, the homeless and others who can use
their services. We welcome community
members who want to attend our service
events, perfect for students who need com‐
munity service hours, or our FUNdraising
events like our annual Day at the Races, or
our upcoming Bocce party. 

Our last Day at the Races included a person
who had read about it here in the
Evergreen Times and was reunit‐
ed with a long time teaching col‐
league, fun and friendship, a per‐
fect combination. 

And speaking of activities, mark
your calendars for our upcoming
Day at the San Jose Giants event
on August 18th. This event is held
at Municipal Stadium now called
Excite! Stadium and includes pre‐
mium seating, an all‐you‐can‐eat
fabulous buffet featuring tri‐tip,
chicken sandwiches, beans and
salad, and more and a wonderful
array of San Francisco Giants

gifts as door prizes, all included in the price
of $49.00 for adults and $39.00 for children. 

Contact me at kludtgayle70@gmail.com
for more information. July will be a little
“stayca” for my “vacay” so I look forward to
sharing information about our club with you
again in August. Have a wonderful summer
season. 

The San Jose Host East Valley Lions Club
meets on the second and fourth Tuesday of the
month at 5:30 pm at the Red Lobster restau‑
rant, Capitol at Aborn. You are most welcome
to attend. Please confirm attendance by con‑
tacting me at kludtgayle70@gmail.com. Addi‑
tional information is available at our website,
e‑clubhouse.org/sites/sanjosehost. 
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Times Community

The Lions’
Lair

By Gayle Kludt
Club President
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CAMPBELL UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST
400 W. Campbell Ave.
Campbell, CA 95008
(408) 378-4418
Pastor: Rev. Naomi Schulz
No Matter Where You Are
On Life’s Journey, You Are
Welcome Here!
We are an Open and Af-
firming Congregation, and
celebrate members of the
LGBTQ+ Community.
Joy-filled worship every
Sunday at 10:00 AM, with
communion open to all.
Join Pastor Naomi for
tea/coffee at Orchard Valley
cafe in Campbell during
community drop-in office
hours from 11 AM to 1 PM
on most Tuesdays.
Our ministries/activities in-
clude:
• Bible study on the sec-
ond and fourth Wednesday
of every month, at 6PM.
• A Food Pantry serving
anyone in need--open Tu/
Th/ Sa 10:00 AM to Noon.
• Lighted Window Produc-
tions featuring uplifting
concerts, thought-provok-
ing theater productions, in-
formative lectures, and
even an occasional
karaoke night--all in a
wholesome environment.  
• Our facilities also provide
rental space for community
based groups that promote
understanding, wholeness,
growth, and education.
Some of these include the
Old Orchard School, Or-
chard City Indivisible, AA,
etc. 
Our activities flow from our
core values:
• Extravagant Joy
• Passionate Faith
• Loving Respect
• Deep Connectedness 
• Intentional Growth 
• Shared Laughter 
Visit us at our web site at:
church@campbellucc.org
or better yet, visit us at our
worship services on Sun-
days at 10:00 AM. Coffee,
refreshments, and conver-
sation always, right after
service.

CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH OF ALMADEN
VALLEY, UCC
6581 Camden Ave., San
Jose, CA 95120. Pastor,
Rev. Marty Williams, 408
268 0243.
www.ccavucc.org.
We are a welcoming
church with a progressive
approach to faith, worship
and giving to our local
community. We are proud

to be UCC, Open and Af-
firming (O&A) and wel-
come members of the
LGBT community. We sup-
port local LifeMoves (for-
merly InnVision) Shelter
Feedings once a month,
San Francisco Night Min-
istry, Second Harvest Food
Bank, Church World Serv-
ice, and Communities Re-
sponding to End Poverty.
Worship Sunday, 9:00 AM
followed by fellowship and
refreshments. 1st Sunday
in Worship: Holy Commun-
ion
2nd Sunday in Worship:
Folks Choir and Potluck
Sunday.
Tuesdays, AA Meetings,
8:15 - 9:15 PM.
Wednesdays, 9:30 AM,
Women’s Study Group.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
5351 Carter Ave., San Jose
95118
408.265.5837
www.bibleroad.org
We strive to be a group of
Christians that love and
honor God and Jesus
Christ in our daily lives. We
assemble each Sunday to
encourage each other
through singing, studying,
praying and sharing in the
Lord’s supper. Simple—
just like what one reads
about in the New Testa-
ment.
Bible class at 9:30 AM
Worship at 10:30 AM
Located in south San Jose
near Kooser Rd. and Cam-
den Ave. (behind the Al-
maden Valley Athletic
Club). Come make new
Christian friends!

EAST VALLEY CHURCH
We are a Multicultural
Christian Community
committed to making
Christ known to our
Neighbors, Community
and World. 
Sunday Schedule: Coffee
and Conversation 9:15am
Worship 9:45am, Sunday
School for all ages
11:15am
Childcare is provided for
all our Sunday Services.
Our NEW Children’s Build-
ing is Open!
Uplifting music, Biblical
teaching, ministries for
Children, Youth, College &
Career, Small Groups for
all adults, Ministries to
Men, Women, Seniors,
Celebrate Recovery
Please see website for de-
tails and meeting times
www.eastvalleychurch.com
Senior Pastor – Pastor
Ron Johnson, Communi-
ty-Life Pastor - Pastor
Patrick Boyd, Children’s

Ministry Co-Directors –
Alyssa Friend and Kristen
Pearson. We are located
at 2827 Flint Ave (Be-
tween Tully & Norwood)
San Jose, CA 95148,
Phone 408-238-0231, e-
mail info@eastvalley-
church.com. We are asso-
ciated with Converge
Worldwide www.con-
vergeworldwide.org

THE EPISCOPAL
CHURCH IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave. San
Jose, CA 95120.  The
Rev. Shelley Booth Den-
ney, Rector 
Phone:408-268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org . 
At the Episcopal Church in
Almaden (ECA), we are
joyful followers of Jesus
Christ. Through worship,
study, fellowship and out-
reach, we strive to nurture
and grow a strong faith
community of believers, a
family of all ages, where
each member feels wel-
comed, loved, valued and
empowered to serve. Chil-
dren are especially wel-
comed and cherished as
an important part of God's
family. All junior high and
senior high students are
welcome to participate in
our Youth Groups. During
the school year we have
joint Sunday School with
our sister church, the
Congregational Church of
Almaden Valley, UCC. The
Episcopal Church in Al-
maden offers the following
regular opportunities for
worship: Sunday at
7:30AM and 10:45AM,
Holy Communion service.
Each Sunday service is
followed by a coffee hour
for friendship and conver-
sation.

EVERGREEN VALLEY
CHURCH
Visit our Web Site at
wwww.evcsj.com
2750 Yerba Buena Rd. San
Jose, CA 95121. Phone:
408-274-7422. Saturday
worship is at 5 pm. Sunday
worship services at 9 am
and 11 am.. Excellent con-
temporary Christian music
and Bible-based teaching.
Nursery care and Children’s
Sunday School programs at
9 am and 11 am. Junior
High students meet at 9am
and High School students
meet at 11am. Nuevo
Comienzo: Servicio en es-
panol, Domingo 4pm.

FIRST CHURCH
DOWNTOWN
Worshipping at 55 N. 7th
Street, in downtown San

Jose.  (Horace Mann
school) firstchurchdown-
town.com
Telephone: (408) 294-7254
x310. We are a community
serving the Christ from the
heart of the City, working to
know Jesus and make Je-
sus known by serving, wor-
shipping, and learning to-
gether.  Worship services
are at 10:00 AM at the Ho-
race Mann Community
Center (7th and Santa Clara
Streets). Worship includes
both contemporary and tra-
ditional music, a message
that is relevant to real life,
based in the Bible, and
meaningful to people of all
ages and backgrounds.  We
work in our community to
provide real assistance and
long-term, life-saving solu-
tions: food, housing, coun-
seling, and spiritual direc-
tion.  Our children's & fami-
lies' ministries include Sun-
day classes, outdoor family
activities such as bike rides
and fishing trips.  Come,
Make a Difference and feel
the difference God can
make in your life!

GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchSJ.net
See you on Facebook
2650 ABORN ROAD at
Kettmann, across from
Evergreen Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for over
50 Years. John S Gold-
stein, Pastor
Christian Worship every
Sunday at 11.00 am
Together let us build lives
toward excellence!
Music Institute
(408)791 7772
After School lessons on
Piano, Violin, Viola, Flute
PreSchool, Age 2-6 years.
Caring for your 
child with God’s love and
affection
(408) 791 7772

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Commu-
nity - this is our promise
to our members. If you are
looking for an active
Christian faith community,
we invite you to experi-
ence Holy Spirit Parish
Community. All are wel-
come! We are located at
1200 Redmond Avenue,
San Jose, CA 95120.
Mass is celebrated at 8:30
a.m. Monday - Friday. Our
weekend Mass schedule
is Saturday 5 p.m., Sun-
day 8 a.m., 9:30 a.m.,
11:30 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Rite of Reconciliation is
every Saturday at 4 p.m.
or by appointment. Our
Parish Office is open Mon-
day - Thursday 8:30 a.m.
- 4:30 p.m. and Friday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Call
408-997-5100 for record-
ed information or 408-
997-5101 to speak with
someone in our parish of-
fice. Information on Faith
Formation for children and
adults can be obtained by
calling our Catechetical
Office at 408-997-5115.
Get in the loop with our
3sixty High School Youth
Ministry by calling 408-
997-5106. Holy Spirit
School serves grades Pre-
K through 8th, and is lo-
cated at 1198 Redmond
Avenue. You can reach the
school office at 408-268-
0794.

THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir  
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646 
English Service:
Sundays at 10:30 AM
Spanish Service:
10:30 AM
Cambodian Service:
10:30 AM
Cantonese Service:
10:30 AM
Mandarin Service:
10:30AM
Youth Extreme Point (7th-
12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

SAN JOSE GURDWARA
3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148 The
word Sikh (see-kh) means
"disciple" or "student." A
Sikh is a practitioner of the
faith founded in the 15th
century by Guru Nanak in
Punjab of old British India.
A Guru who is a "teacher"
or "enlightener" completes
the relationship of teaching
and learning.  Sikhism is
monotheistic and stresses
the equality of all men and
women. Sikhs believe in
three basic principles;
meditating on the name of
God (praying), earning a
living by honest means and
sharing the fruits of one's
labor with others. Currently
there  are close to one mil-
lion Sikhs living in the USA

and Canada and 25 million
Sikhs living around the
world. Sikhism is the 5th
largest religion in the world.
At the Gurdwara (House of
God) in San Jose we wel-
come all. We pray daily for
peace and prosperity for
everybody in the world.
Come to visit and enjoy
Langer (food) in our
kitchen which is open 365
days of the year and serves
complementary vegetarian
meals. We also encourage
you to enter our history
room on site and walk the
beautiful grounds. Learn
more about us and com-
munity events we sponsor
by visiting our website;
http://www. SanJoseGurd-
wara.org

ST. ANTHONY CATHOLIC
CHURCH
20101 McKean Rd.
San Jose, CA 95120
Phone: (408) 997-4800
churchstanthony@dsj.org
www.churchstanthony.com
Pastor: Fr. Larry
stanthonypastor@dsj.org
Youth Ministry: 
Ana Fuentes
afuentes@dsj.org
Mass at Big Church
20101 McKean Road,
San Jose, CA 95120
Tuesday – Friday 8:15
am Sunday 8:30 am,
10:30 am & 5:30 pm
Mass at Church
21800 Bertram Road,
New Almaden, CA 95042
Saturday 4:00 pm: Mass

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
CATHOLIC CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., San
Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1562.
www.stfrancisofassisi.
com or www.stfrancis
ofassisipreschool.org
We invite you to join our
community of faith located
in the Evergreen area of
San Jose. We are an inclu-
sive diverse community
striving to serve as Disci-
ples of Jesus Christ in the
footsteps of St. Francis, of-
fering prayerful and joyful
liturgies; evangelization, fel-
lowship, and service op-
portunities to the commu-
nity. We offer spiritual op-
portunities for all ages, in-
cluding children's liturgy,
dynamic E.C.H.O - Jr. High,
IGNITE - High School and
North Star -Young Adult
Ministries, along with small
faith communities and op-
portunities to help the poor
and marginalized of San
Jose. Our Preschool is the
only Catholic Preschool of-
fering quality family orient-
ed service in the Evergreen
and Silver Creek areas. Our
Chapel, Gathering Hall,

Parish Office, Mission Cen-
ter, Parish Gift Shop, Me-
morial Garden and Pre-
school are all located at
5111 San Felipe Rd. 
Please come join us to
worship at one of the fol-
lowing times and locations: 
St. Francis of Assisi Chapel
Saturday 5:00PM, Sunday
8:30 AM, 10:30 AM, 12:30
PM, 4:00 PM (Mass in
Vietnamese), 6:00 PM
Youth Mass
St. Francis of Assisi Gath-
ering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM, Sun-
day11:00AM, Igbo Mass -
Second Sunday of the
month 12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange -
2840 Aborn Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated Com-
munity (Cribari Auditorium)
Sunday 8:15 AM
For more information,
please call or visit us at the
Parish Mission Center open
M-F 9:00 AM -12:00 PM;
1:00 PM - 4:00 PM. Come
join us and share your
presence with us so that
together we may grow and
share our gifts to help build
God's Kingdom!

For Worship 
listing 
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Healing Touch Chiropractic Clinic
2724 Aborn Road, San Jose, CA 95121

* Introductory Price Available for First Time Clients *
Ask About Our Discount Massage Package!

Please call
(408) 393-1099

to schedule an
appointment

Expires 7/31/19

Professional Staff
Rosario Espinoza, CMT
Leticia Espinoza, CMT

Swedish Massage
Deep Tissue Massage

Massage Therapy

Voted
Best 

Massage

Summer Special

$35 special
1 hour with 

this ad
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Times Feature

Land Use
Continued from page 4
to the city and said we want to de‐
velop the areas that are still avail‐
able in Evergreen. Dave said we
should have a master plan so he
put together a committee. The
community members considered
four sites: The Evergreen Valley
College site, the Pleasant Hill golf
course, the Arcadia site, which is
being developed right now, and
the Berg property to one that was
subject of the ballot measure last
year. The four sites called for
more than 7,000 units which have
now been reduced to a little more
than 5,000 units. The question
that arises with these develop‐
ments is how much traffic and
how much impact can all this de‐
velopment have on the communi‐
ty. We have some very limited ar‐
terials to get to and from the free‐
way. There have been some sub‐
stantial upgrades with the two in‐
terstate freeway exchanges, and
also significant contributions to
the Evergreen Elementary School
District and the high schools. In
2008 you might have a vision in
your head of what happened at
that time and everything was ba‐
sically tabled. The college original
proposal was to build 600 low in‐
come housing primarily for teach‐
ers, fire personnel and police offi‐
cers. What has never been cleared
up is the environment impact and
whether or not the homes should
be built. 

Alice Kaufman
“Preserving open space gives us

a lot of benefits,” said Kaufman.
“Open space provides protection
from flooding, filters pollutants in
both air and ground water, pro‐
vides locally sourced food, and of‐
fers beautiful outdoor recreation
for health and many other posi‐
tive things. Some city planning re‐
garding building such as Daly City
chose to build out and not have
too much open space except for
designated parks.” It was ex‐
plained by Kaufman that “resi‐
dential sprawl” sometimes causes
development on hillsides which
create patterns of building that
are bad for the environment and
our own quality of life. It was stat‐
ed that when a choice is made to
build in infill areas it preserves
open space. “It equates to people
not traveling so far from work to
home,” Kaufman said. “Develop‐
ing new forms of transit gets
more cars off the road. Environ‐
mental groups are now working
to purchase land for conservation
in order to permanently protect
the land.”  

Kaufman said large companies
that are developing and growing
are now building in the center of
San Jose and this creates a new

view of expansion. Areas like Coy‐
ote Valley are strategized to be
protected as open space lands.
The City of San Jose is a partner in
this effort with the passage of
Measure T on the ballot in No‐
vember providing more than 50
million dollars for flooded ground‐
water protection. In a year and a
half San Jose will be initiating the
review of the four year general
plan and it is hoped that planning
will take place for a general vision
of how Coyote Valley will be cared
for by the City. Kaufman closed
with the statement, “If we protect
nature it will protect us.”

Shawn Milligan
KT Urban has been developing

since 1988 and have focused their
development efforts in down‐
town San Jose. They have devel‐
oped about 3,000 residential
units and large downtown con‐
struction of condos. KT Urban has
also reached out to help write the
code of living ordinance for San
Jose. It is a new model of housing
space for those who wish to live in
units which cost less. Milligan
stated, “For those who can’t afford
a studio apartment, these folks
have all kinds of common ameni‐
ties and then the bedrooms are
much smaller so they are able to
offer the units for about 20 per‐
cent to 30 percent less than a stu‐
dio apartment; so we think it will
be hugely successful especially
for young people who want to
stay here in Silicon Valley.” It was
explained that developments are
limited to residential and down‐
town urban villages. Milligan ex‐
pressed that it is really expensive
to build high rises so he asked for
help from the general public in
support for building Infield Devel‐
opments. “The City needs to look
at how developers are charged for
building smaller residential build‐
ings to encourage more develop‐
ment and not penalize develop‐
ment of such innovative projects,”
said Milligan. “Downtown San
Jose has seen some amazing trac‐
tion, we are all holding our breath
to see when some of these proj‐
ects are going to come out of the
ground. I think there is 20 million
square feet of new office develop‐
ment in the downtown area and
Google has eight million of that.
That translates to the need of
about 80,000 new housing units
in downtown San Jose.”   

Jerad Ferguson
Ferguson and a staff of three

others advise Mayor Liccardo on
business retention and economic
development with working with
land use. Ferguson stated that
“housing affordability is a big fo‐
cus.” He stated siting a state re‐
port that it is estimated that 1.8M
homes are needed to be built in
California in the next five years.



Citing California State estimated
data it was stated that currently
on average the state of California
is producing about 80,000 homes
a year. There is a tremendous
need for providing places for peo‐
ple to live due to an estimated
need of 1.4M homes or living units
to be developed in California over
the next five years, said Ferguson.
The State of California lawmakers
are currently presenting bills
which will address meeting the
needs of increased housing devel‐
opment statewide.

Ferguson stated, “Our goals on
housing through our general plan
are to focus development of build‐
ing units in urban villages.” The
City will be reconvening a 43
member group to act as a task
force in the second four year re‐
view which will take a look at how
well the urban centers are pre‐
forming, how housing is being
produced and all other aspects of
land development. This will all be
presented to the San Jose City
Council for review. Ferguson stat‐
ed that the mayor is interested in
seeing more accessory units (in‐
law or granny units) being built
for the City has passed new laws
to allow more flexibility in the
building of small units. Such units
are often built in the backyards or
near current home sites. Year‐to‐
date 104 permits have been filed
to build accessory units which is a
steep increase compared to previ‐
ous years due to the new flexibili‐
ty of filing for such permits.

During the Q & A session Trus‐
tee Maria Fuentes of the San Jose‐
Evergreen Valley College District
spoke regarding the development
of the 27 acres of land at Ever‐
green Valley College.

Fuentes stated, “The question
was asked about what’s happen‐
ing with the developer, Republic.
Right now the district (Evergreen
Valley College) is in the process of
renegotiating the contract. The
contract was only for one year and
they’ve actually received two ex‐
tensions one for one month and
another for two or three months
so we are in the process of being
negotiated.” 

Fuentes invited those in the
meeting to attend the San Jose‐
Evergreen Valley College District
board meeting in order to provide
public input and feedback before
the closed session agenda. “I
wanted to mention it is really im‐
portant. I know the community
has a lot of concerns about what’s
going on and I think now that it’s
being negotiated I think now is the
time to go.”

Fuentes mentioned that Ever‐
green College had the highest
graduation in its 35‐year history.
“More people are going to Ever‐
green and more are needing Ever‐
green (College) and also City (San

Jose City College) for our commu‐
nity and when we think of right
now what Republic (developer) is
proposing using only the 13 acres,
that leaves about 14 acres that we
could be using for education.” 

Fuentes requests community
input on how to use 14 of the 27
acres at Evergreen College

“I feel there is a lot of energy in‐
cluding our City Council member
Sylva Arenas to meet the educa‐

tional needs of our community
and I hope that people will speak
up and give input because right
now the need is there, the land is
there, and if we were to use that to
expand Evergreen College then all
of you would need to be a part of
the process, “Fuentes said. “I hope
we can have a better future meet‐
ing either the Chancellor or the
President of Evergreen College to
talk about this. If we are going to

use that land for education we
have to start planning and start
doing it now; our community
needs that land for educational
purposes.” 

District 8 Community Round
Table meetings are held on the
first Thursday of each month.
There are no meetings in July and
August. Meetings are held at the
Village Square Library, located at
4001 Evergreen Village Square,

San Jose, CA 95135; phone (408)
808‐3093

Editor’s note: To contact, see
dates of board meetings, agendas,
and or to email the San Jose Ever‑
green Community College District
Trustees visit: sjeccd.edu (There
was no action taken during last
week’s District’s board meeting re‑
garding the development or agree‑
ment with the developer, Republic.)
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Gurdwara
Continued from page 4
the calendar help us to educate each other about each cul‐
ture’s unique gifts. Understanding others combined with
embracing diversity brings strength to all for overcome any
stereotypes we instinctively may harbor.

What a great country. It truly is. I say that from the bot‐
tom of my heart!

In India, all say that America is the land of opportunity.
It’s true that any person can truly bring themselves up from
the ground to gather wealth and plan well for their future in
America.  That is not always the case in other countries.

We believe in equality among all people with regard to
cultures, race, religion, as well as between men and women
too. The Sikhs were one of the first cultures in history to
honor and embrace equality between men and women. The
truth is, America is such a grand place to live that all one has
to do is just grasp the opportunities and figure out how to

make things work for each unique situation.
What is so wonderful about America is that it is a diverse

country and a place where people accept one another re‐
gardless of race, creed, color or religion.  

As you may know, other countries have much less than
America both in wealth and freedom. People learn to adapt
and get along with little. In this area of the world, there is
much giving and much care for all in each community.

The sky is the limit in how one can achieve goals and live
their life in this beautiful and so very special country, Amer‐
ica.

Thank you to the Evergreen Community and beyond for
accepting the Sikh Americans as your friends. Please visit
our place on the hill where we serve complimentary vege‐
tarian food 365 days of the year. Also, we never try to pros‐
elytize (change others religion or push them towards ours
called Sikhism) instead we honor and respect all religions
and treat everyone as our brother and sister.

It’s the 4th of July, come up and say hello!
Message from President Bob Dhillon of the San Jose

Sikh Gurdwara
Dear Community,
We are inviting you all up to the Gurdwara to have an ice

cream social this 4th of July (Thursday from 7‐9 p.m.).  We
love the community and there is no more beautiful place
than for you to take a stroll then at the Gurdwara on the
Hill.  

Our Gurdwara is a community center as well as a place of
worship.  We have many events of this kind each year and
want you to know you are always welcome.  

We have completed a beautiful children's playground
open to the public and are in the process of designing a
wonderful nature trail for the community to use in the fu‐
ture.

It is very heartwarming to meet and see the community
come up and meet and greet each other in this annual 4th of
July ice cream social. We do not have fireworks but you can
see the beautiful valley view while enjoying delicious tasty
ice cream. The children can go back for seconds if they wish
too.  

Thank you Evergreen Community for your friendship.
For more information on the Under the Moonlight 4th of
July Ice Cream Social go to our website and you can get our
app too; sanjosegurdwara.org   

Editor’s note: The Sikh Gurdwara is located at 3636 Gurd‑
wara Avenue, San Jose, CA 95148. Simply travel east on
Quimby Rd. and turn right at the top of the hill. 
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Rotary Club of EV
celebrates formal
chartering

By Charlie Wasser
Special to the Times

When you read this, the Rotary Club
of Evergreen Valley will have had
its formal chartering celebration

on June 19. 
Scheduled to appear were San Jose Mayor

Sam Liccardo, Council Members Sylvia Arenas
and Johnny Khamis, Rotary International Past
President Rick King, Rotary International Past
Director Steve Snyder, and Zone Foundation
Assistant Director Joe Grebmeier. Both Snyder
and Grebmeier would have driven between 2‐
3 hours each way to address the attendees
about the importance to Rotary and local com‐
munities to form new clubs. The elected offi‐
cials were slated to speak about how service
clubs like Rotary assist those in need.

It has been an exciting ride getting to this
point to charter a new club. We put together
the club in five months where it usually takes
18 to 24 months. Rotary chartered us March 5,

2019 and we had 27 members. We now have
33 with 11 of them being 20 and 30 some‐
things. Young people from that demographic
usually do not join Rotary. They obviously feel
the same enthusiasm the rest of
us feel. The club will grow and
be an important part of the East
San Jose and Evergreen land‐
scape. We are already working
on a major initiative. We are
planning the installation of mini
libraries around San Jose Dis‐
trict 5 and District 8.

We are ramping up for our
first fund raiser. We are working
with the San Jose Giants and sell‐
ing 2500 tickets. Rotary is al‐
ways looking for ways to assist
the community in which there is
a Rotary club. The ticket sales
will help us raise money while we will be edu‐
cating the residents about the local sports
scene. As the team does well, we will assist in
developing a level of pride for San Jose not pos‐
sible in any other way.

Over the next few weeks we will have a vari‐
ety of programs with topics of interest for
everyone.

June 24, we will not have a speaker but will
review the year since the Rotary year ends

June 30. There will be a discussion of plans and
ideas for next year’s activities and projects.
Have a passion? Come to the meeting and
share it. You may convince us that that is a

good direction for the club.
There will not be a meeting on

July 1 since July 4 is that week.
Rotarians like to show respect to
the USA and plan things with our
families.

July 8, the speaker will be
from the Audubon Society dis‐
cussing the types of birds in the
Bay Area. July 15, tentatively we
will be discussing the mini li‐
brary project and how it might
fit in the local neighborhoods in
which they will be installed.

July 22, we will hear a presen‐
tation by the founders of the

new online newspaper San Jose Spotlight.
July 29, we will have Council Member John‐

ny Khamis speaking on his take on things in
San Jose.

We meet in the Clubhouse at the Villages
Golf and Country Club Monday’s at 12:15 pm.
Please consider visiting us. Others that have
visited have joined.

Charlie Wasser is President of the Rotary Club
of Evergreen Valley.

Rotary Report
Charlie Wasser,
Rotary Club of

Evergreen Valley

Villages Tennis 
Club Scholarships
are awarded

By Claire Hintergardt
Special to the Times

The Villages Tennis Club Scholar‐
ships, totaling $12,000, have been
awarded to four outstanding Silver

Creek High School students.
The proud students and their parents

were honored at the Villages Tennis Club
Scholarship fundraiser dinner and silent
auction recently.

Each student described their outstand‐
ing goals and ambitions to the enthusiastic
Villages Tennis Club supporters.

Chloe Nguyen will attend University of
California, Berkeley to study human and
plant anatomy.  

Trisha Nguyen is looking forward to at‐
tending Santa Clara University with a ma‐
jor in computer engineering. 

Rishi Armstrong hopes to attend Duck
Continued, next page
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DAVID & VICKI
HARRIS

2921 Villages Parkway,
San Jose

(408) 754-1572

CELIDA 
& FRED

CELIDAandFRED@gmail.com
www.CELIDAandFRED.com

(408) 357-3533

Times Community

JILL 
CURRY

jill@jillcurry.com
www.jillcurry.com

(408) 223-3220

KERRY
SEXTON

ksexton@apr.com
silvercreekvalley4sale.com

(408) 476-4844

ERIC PARKER AND
NICKI BROWN

Eric Parker | 408.202.9000
eparker@apr.com
License # 01017235

Nicki Brown | 408.781.7389
nbrown@apr.com
License # 01272467

ALEXIA
NGUYEN

alexiatnguyen@gmail.com
www.alexiaestate.com

(408) 316-8228

CENTURY 21

Evergreen Real Estate Directory

Scholarships
Continued from previous page
Unversity, majoring in business
economics.

Jason Diaz may attend San Jose
State University to study comput‐
er science.  

Each scholarship winner is
looking forward to interesting
and challenging experiences at
their colleges and universities. 

Wendy Ferguson, the Scholar‐
ship Committee chairperson
since 2004, and the committee,
have awarded $72,000 of schol‐
arships to Silver Creek High
School students.  

Wendy’s vision, dedication and
leadership, along with significant
roles of Jim Ferguson, grill mas‐
ter, and Suzie Hathaway, dinner
chef, and each hard working com‐
mittee member have empowered
the scholarship success.  

The Villages Tennis Scholar‐
ship Committee members are
committed to providing scholar‐
ships to deserving students at Sil‐
ver Creek High School. The gen‐
erosity of the local business and
professional members and indi‐
viduals is significant and greatly
appreciated,” said Ferguson. “The
Villages Tennis Club Scholarship
Committee thanks everyone who
contributes to the fund.”   

Chloe Nguyen and Trisha Nguyen

Rishi Armstrong and Jason Diaz



Budget
Continued from page 1
from the Social Progress Index and Govern‐
ment Alliance on Race and Equity. And
while the City Council on Tuesday agreed on
one thing – it needs to address San Jose’s
history of inequity – opinions differed on
how to accomplish it.

The five dissenting councilors voiced con‐
cern that the city had not yet developed a
framework for the equity screen and in‐
stead advocated for the $500,000 equity
fund.

“I don’t think we should subject anything
to a screen that we don’t know what will en‐
tail,” Peralez said.

But Liccardo said he was not prepared to
stall passing the budget Tuesday, and the
council majority ultimately compromised to
hold a study session to work toward devel‐
oping the requested framework.

“We’re not going to get it right the first
time,” Liccardo said. “We can start in this
moment with $4 million.”

City Manager Dave Sykes said he wasn’t
entirely sure how an equity fund would
work.

“I think there is complete agreement that

equity means something different to every‐
one,” he said. “We are interested and we see
tremendous value in engaging in more
learning.”

Esparza provided an example of inequity
in Liccardo’s budget on Tuesday. She noted
that funding for traffic calming measures
was unfairly distributed across districts –
giving the city’s most affluent neighbor‐
hoods the bulk of the money. She added that
not all councilmembers submitted a propos‐
al to fund traffic improvements, but that the
money should be allocated based on need.

“We need to have a process that funds
things based on need, not on whether you

wanted to fund our budget document one
year,” she said to the mayor.

Jimenez was one of many councilors that
advocated for research first. He also said the
topic, which saw over five hours of heated
discussion, shouldn’t be a controversial one.

“It seems that most folks are in agreement
that something must be done,” Jimenez said.
“It’s about advocating not for our districts,
but really advocating for all our residents.”

Still, Councilmembers Johnny Khamis and
Lan Diep expressed concerns about how the
equity fund would work.

“What I don’t want to do is to establish a
preexisting fund to address something that
we don’t know and make it so it only can be
used for bureaucratic procedures,” Khamis
said.

Diep acknowledged the collective coun‐
cil’s goal of finding some way to implement
equity in future budgets.

“I’m not ready to proceed today with an
equity fund. It is more a concern over a
process, not the merits,” Diep said. “When I
say process, I really mean money.”

This year councilors submitted 103 budg‐
et proposals to the mayor, totaling $41.3
million. They ranged from installing metal
detectors in the council chambers to incen‐
tivizing the registration of home security
cameras with the police department.

Councilmember Dev Davis – who voted
for the mayor’s budget message – said City
Hall needs to spend time and resources
gathering data on how San Jose should ad‐
dress inequity.

“We are in desperate need of a study ses‐
sion because we’re having this discussion
without a lot of background knowledge,”
she said.

Full adoption of the 2019‐2020 budget is
scheduled to occur at the June 18 meeting.

Contact Grace Hase at grace@sanjosespot‑
light.com or follow @grace_hase on Twitter.
Article courtesy of San José Spotlight.
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Orchard Supply
Hardware 
making a
comeback?

Orchard Supply Hardware is
working on making a come‐
back, possibly in Evergreen.  

A new store name, Outdoor Supply
Hardware will take over their former
locations and they're hoping to recre‐
ate the appeal of the original stores.

The Central Network Retail Group is
behind the revival in California, trying
to open all former Orchard Supply
Hardware locations.

There's not much left of Orchard
Supply Hardware except an empty
storefront in Evergreen with an occa‐
sional homeless person living in the
door entrance.

Orchard Supply Hardware was sold
to Lowes, and then shuttered in late
2018.
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Shoe Repair

Driving School

Advantage Driving School is the premier driving school in northern Califor-
nia. Advantage Driving School has trained more than 

300,000 students to drive safely since 1994. We offer complete 
programs for both traditional classroom and online courses. 

Driver Training is the behind the wheel training which prepares your 
child to pass the driving test at the DMV. We also offer complete programs
for adults and senior citizens. If you have never driven or just need some
supplemental instruction to improve your driving skills, we are just the

school for you! We believe Advantage Driving School offers a great 
combination of experienced driving instructors and affordable prices! 

Location: 5440 Thornwood Drive, Suite F; 
Hours: 9 am-5 pm M-F 9 am–12 noon S-S; Phone: 408.363.4182; Email:

info@advantagedriversed.com | Website: advantagedriversed.com

TimesClassifieds Call to place your 
ad today!  

(408) 483.5458

Property Management

The Secret 
is Out!

Reach your friends and your 
community with your 

number one neighborhood 
news source: 

Evergreen Times!
(408) 483.5458

One of the most 
profitable and 

successful Businesses
in Evergreen for sale!

The owner is retiring, all equipment and
inventory included! One year of skilled,

hands-on training from 
owner will be provided at no cost!

Andy’s Shoe Repair 
For information: 

Call 408.270-0850

Business for Sale

Notice: 
BLACKFORD (or

Prospect) High School
1969 graduates 

please email: 
blackfordsj1969@

gmail.com with your
contact info. 50th

Class Reunion Sept.14,
2019. More info will be
sent from that email.

Reunion

Window Services

Music
Lessons
$15 per
lesson

Piano, guitar,
drums, bass,
voice, ukulele

(408) 268-6703

Kitchen/Bath

Jewelry

Software Systems Engineer
Elo Touch Solutions, Inc. in 
Milpitas, California is looking 
for a Software Systems Engineer
to define and create test plans,
test strategies, test cases, scripts,
and manage defects. Travel re‐
quired: 10% domestic and inter‐
national. Send resume to Cindy
Pipes, HR, Elo Touch Solutions,
670 N. McCarthy Blvd., Milpitas,
CA 95035.

Employment

Sr. Investment Officer – 
San Jose, CA
Customary duties of Sr. Invest‐
ment Officer including perform‐
ing financial due diligence, mon‐
itoring financial investments,
developing and implementing
investment and hedging strate‐
gies for investment portfolio,
and related 
professional duties. Reqs: Mas‐
ter's degree in Management or
related + 3 years of experience
which includes performing fi‐
nancial due diligence and man‐
aging financial assets. 
Send CV to Altamont Pharma‐
ceutical Holdings LLC at alta‐
mont@altamontpharma.com.

Employment



EVERGREEN AND SURROUNDING AREAFind out how 
to get  your home sold 
for top dollar in today's  
changing 
market! 

Take 
advantage 
before the 
market 
changes! 

No 
obligation 
consultation!

Top 1% 
individual 
producer 

nationwide!

Find out 
why more & more
sellers are hiring 

Eddie! 

Find out 
why over 90 families 

chose to work with 
us last year!

Street Address Price Bds Bths SqFt Lot Size

5630 Creekview Meadow Lane $2,250,000 5 4|0 3,725 20,224 sf

3514 Meadowlands Lane $1,850,000 4 2|1 2,550 12,600 sf

6326 Hematite Court $1,699,000 3 3|0 2,431 10,731 sf

3267 Montelena Drive $1,465,000 3 2|0 1,774 7,138 sf

2831 Riedel Road $1,375,000 4 2|0 1,566 7,700 sf

2958 Archwood Circle $1,370,000 5 3|1 2,533 6,576 sf

3028 Silver Estate $1,350,000 4 3|0 2,187 9,137 sf

3822 Evangelho Circle $1,350,000 4 2|1 2,241 2,542 sf

4223 Voltaire Street $1,190,000 3 2|1 1,601 2,994 sf

2681 Million Court $1,175,000 4 2|0 1,623 8,237 sf

4287 Voltaire Street $1,170,000 3 2|1 1,601 2,674 sf

2815 Autumn Estate $1,130,000 3 2|0 1,575 7,280 sf

8872 Wine Valley Circle $1,125,000 3 2|0 2,096 7,040 sf

8053 Chardonay Court $1,100,000 3 2|0 2,123 6,581 sf

2920 S White Road $1,075,000 4 2|0 1,560 7,745 sf

3069 Pavan Drive $1,057,320 3 3|0 1,303 4,280 sf

8752 Mccarty Ranch Drive $1,000,000 2 2|1 2,305 1,994 sf

3109 Millbrook Drive $980,000 4 2|0 1,457 7,525 sf

SILVER CREEK AND SURROUNDING AREA
Street Address Price Bds Bths SqFt Lot Size

1611 Toulon Court $2,900,000 5 4|1 3,991 17,040 sf

2128 Hillstone Drive $2,710,000 5 4|1 4,447 1.30 Acres

5182 Hawkstone Way $2,550,000 4 3|1 3,513 15,546 sf

4608 Hill Top View Lane $2,450,000 5 4|1 4,488 10,459 sf

5803 Algonquin Way $2,375,000 5 4|1 4,173 8,958 sf

5723 Trowbridge Way $2,185,000 5 4|0 3,014 17,083 sf

2133 Shadow Ridge Court $2,050,000 5 3|0 2,999 16,219 sf

5132 Silver Acres Court $1,725,000 3 3|0 2,827 7,728 sf

1260 Trestlewood Lane $1,725,000 4 3|0 2,810 9,179 sf

5171 Silver Acres Court $1,650,000 4 3|1 2,919 10,361 sf

5867 Killarney Circle $1,600,000 4 3|0 2,413 6,156 sf

1263 Trestlewood Lane $1,310,000 3 2|1 2,091 4,161 sf

511 Hewes Court $1,200,000 4 2|1 2,123 4,200 sf

5315 Silver Point Way $1,110,000 3 2|0 2,332 2,755 sf

83 Palmwell Way $1,100,000 4 2|1 2,077 5,675 sf

7160 Basking Ridge Avenue $1,045,000 3 2|1 2,018 2,932 sf

7232 Basking Ridge Avenue $1,030,000 4 2|1 2,018 3,007 sf

Sonia Walia
Mortgage Loan Officer, NMLS ID #544579

5700 Stoneridge Mall Road - Suite 150
Pleasanton, CA 94588-2822

Phone: (415) 933-7472
Mobile: (415) 933-7472

Fax: (833) 682-3970

Email: sonia.walia@pnc.com

Just Google Eddie Oberoi to see the quality of work and reviews!
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