
By Lorraine Gabbert
Senior Staff Writer

Each year, District 12—which includes
Almaden Little League (LL), Willow
Glen LL, San Jose American LL, Los

Gatos LL, Cambrian Park LL, and Branham
Hills LL—hosts the prestigious Tournament
of Champions (TOC) at the Juniors level.  

This year, the Almaden Brewers prevailed,
bringing the championship banner back to

Almaden.
“We were a team of 14 boys and defeated

the Lincoln Glen Red Sox 15‐5 to win the
TOC Juniors Championship!” says Lisa Elliott,
whose son, Connor, pitches for the Brewers. 

The Juniors level includes players age 13
through 15. This year, the district had 15
teams, with three from Almaden. The
Almaden Brewers ended their regular sea‐
son in fourth place, with a record of 12‐4.
They completed their single‐elimination tour‐
nament with four additional wins.

The championship game was an exciting
one, with the Brewers coming from behind
to demolish the opposition in the sixth inning. 

Based on a pre‐game coin flip, they were
the visiting team. “We started on offense with
both teams scoring two runs in the first,”
says Manager/Coach Kristopher Neff. “We
scored a pair in the second and Lincoln Glen
scored three in the third to put us down by a
run (4‐5).”

After changing pitchers in the fourth inning,
says Neff, they “finally put the Lincoln Glen
bats to sleep,” with Lincoln Glen only scor‐
ing three hits and no runs for the remainder
of the game.

During the regular season, the team’s
strength was in their offense, averaging more
than 11 runs per game. “I was patiently wait‐
ing for our explosion inning,” says Neff. “We
had a mini‐explosion in the fifth inning (3
runs) and a large explosion in the sixth (6
runs)!”  They added two additional runs in the
seventh inning, reaching a final score of 15‐5.

Pitcher Connor Elliott (4IP, 3H, 0R, 5K)
and shortstop Tyler Craig (3 to 5, 3 RBI) were
the stars of this game, says Neff. “However,
everybody on the team found a way to con‐
tribute to the win.” Additional team mem‐
bers include: Ayan Desai, Dante Fanelli,
Emmett Irish, Jayson Jinguji, Matthew Jump,

Brandon Mohr, Logan Montgomery, Andy
Murad, Sebastian Neff, Matthew Sauret, Olin
Sogge and Aditya Srivastava. The coaching
staff includes Marc Sauret and Matt Mohr.

For players and coaches alike, this game
was a poignant one. “Marc Sauret and I each
have three sons,” says Neff. “We have coached
a great number of teams in Almaden. We
came close to winning it all in 2016; this was
our last chance as we were coaching our
youngest sons for the last time.”

“For many of the boys, including my son,”
says Elliott, “this was their last year of Little
League since they are graduating eighth

See CHAMPIONS, page 19
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Bright suns! Star
Wars: Galaxy’s Edge
opens at Disneyland,
and it’s out of  this
world SEE PAGE 14

San Jose Gurdwara
invites Almaden 
community for ice
cream, refreshments
on July 4 SEE PAGE 16

Housing woes
Google commits $1B to address 

housing affordability crisis
SEE PAGE 10

Celebrate Fourth of July 
at Almaden Lake Park:
Legal and spectacular 
Firework Show 
Presented by Councilmember Johnny Khamis 

By William Bellou
Publisher

This year marks his 6th Annual Family Fun Festival
and Firework Show at Almaden Lake Park on Thurs‐
day, July 4th presented by Councilmember Johnny

Khamis. 
The Festival begins at 3 p.m. with the fireworks getting

underway at approximately 9:15 p.m.  as soon as it is dark. 
This event is free and open to the public and provides a

perfect venue for the community to unify and celebrate
the birth of our nation while watching a spectacular safe
professional fireworks show with family and community.

Councilmember Johnny Khamis recognizes the impor‐
tance of bringing community together to celebrate the July
4th holiday in a fun and safe surrounding. Firework shows
are only allowed by a permitted and licensed profession‐
al per San Jose Municipal Code 10.17.100.  

Fireworks are illegal in San Jose because they are dan‐
gerous. Each year there are numerous cases where some‐
one shooting illegal fireworks is injured or causes a fire,
or an innocent person is hurt or worse; a loss of life. 

“Don’t patronize illegal neighborhood firework shows
and certainly don’t encourage those who do,” said Khamis.
“Report illegal fireworks using San Jose’s online reporting
tool found at sanjoseca.gov.” 

See FOURTH, page 21

We are the champions!
Almaden Little League 
Juniors Team wins 2019 TOC 

The Almaden Brewers defeated the Lincoln Glen Red Sox 15-5 to win the TOC Juniors champi-
onship. As this was the last year for graduating eighth graders in Almaden Little League, it was an
especially poignant end to their season.

Connor Elliott throws strike three. 
Photo courtesy Lisa Elliott
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HOLIDAY
Follow these Red Cross
steps for a safe 4th of
July holiday:  PAGE 8
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come together for good:
PAGE 18

COMMUNITY
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Center Computer classes
for adults registration:
July 6: PAGE 18
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ValleyCurrents
cur|rent (adj.) Present, topical, timely, newsworthy. (n.) Movement in a definite direction, a flow.
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In a rare feat, Arin Parsa, a sixth grader from
Challenger Almaden, has won  national titles
in history, humanities, science, and overall

academics at the four‐day long academic tourna‐
ments by International Academics Competitions
(IAC), held   June 7‐10 in Chicago. 

Arin, a young Mensan (people with IQ's in the
top 2 percent of the population), has also been
accepted at an elite research workshop for bud‐
ding historians to be held at Columbia Universi‐
ty, NY by The Concord Review.

IAC is a consortium of competitions for primary
and secondary students operating in over 25 coun‐
tries around the world. Every year, students take
online qualifying exams in areas of science, his‐
tory, and geography, following which they are
invited to regional competitions. 

Regional tournaments feature buzzer‐based
“bee” tournaments for individual students as well
as “bowl” tournaments for a team of students par‐
ticipating together. Buzzer‐based format rewards
students for their depth of knowledge, fast recall,
and keeping calm under pressure. Winners of
regional tournaments across the U.S are then invit‐
ed to a four‐day long national event in June as the
academic year closes. 

This year, about 1500 national qualifying stu‐
dents from all over the U.S competed in various
elementary and middle divisions in a four‐day
long marathon event at the Hyatt Regency in Chicago.

Arin Parsa participated in bee events and played
as a solo‐player in the bowl events against teams
of up to four students in the sixth grade division. 

In a rare feat, Arin repeated history where one

student has gone on to win national titles in more
than one subject by a tremendous margin and was
crowned the overall academic champion in his
division. Shiva Oswal from Cupertino, California
was the first student to have accomplished this
feat in 2016. These phenomenal achievements
demonstrate that when students combine true
passion for learning with dedication, and enjoy

themselves, they can accomplish anything they
set their minds to. 

Looking back at the year, Arin Parsa has had a
spectacular 2019 in both IAC and NAQT tourna‐
ments. From September through March, Arin
remained undefeated as the highest scoring NAQT
quiz bowl middle school player, and won Califor‐
nia IAC regionals for history bee & bowl, academic
bee & bowl, and science bee. In early April, Arin
became NAQT’s quiz bowl champion for middle
school, and later in the month, played solo at IAC’s
Varsity History Bowl in Arlington. Arin made upper
bracket amongst 144 teams comprised of 11th
and 12th graders: an unprecedented feat by a 6th
grader, and received an honorable mention from
David Madden, Founder and Director of IAC. It is
hence no surprise that as the academic year drew
to a close, Arin swept away sixth grade division
awards at Chicago by a huge margin.  

Usha Parsa, Arin’s mother, says that the academic
competitions from IAC truly help students ignite
a passion for lifelong learning, open their minds
to new subject areas, gain confidence, develop
deep friendships nationally and internationally,
and also aid in their applications to prestigious
enrichment opportunities. 

Outside of academics, Arin enjoys being a Boy
Scout and devoting time to community projects.
Arin is looking forward to a summer of travel,
camping in the wilderness, environment cleanli‐
ness projects, and volunteering his time reading
to younger children furthering the open program
by Mensa for fostering reading excellence.

Arin Parsa of Almaden wins national titles
at International Academics Competitions 

Arin with David Madden, Founder and Director, International Academics Competition.

PIANO IN
THE PARK

Music Day, June
21, hosted by the
City of San Jose
Parks Foundation
and Almaden
Rotary who had
this amazing
"boom box" piano
placed at Almaden
Lake Park.  Ken
Tavernier, Lila
Gemellos, and
James Reber of San
Jose Parks Founda‐
tion worked on the
project. Both
pianos were a 
huge hit with the
community! 
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Castillero’s coach
named assistant coach
for USA Team Handball
Junior National Team

USA Team Handball (USATH) has
announced that the Men’s Junior
National Team will compete at the

2019 IHF Men’s Junior World Championships
from July 15 to July 29 in Vigo, Spain.

Martin Bilello, Castillero Middle School’s
Team Handball Coach, will join the team staff
as an Assistant Coach. This comes not as a
surprise but a validation of all the hard work
coach Bilello has been doing to develop the
sport in the Almaden community. 

Bilello started very young playing Team
Handball back in Argentina, his home coun‐
try. When he found himself living in the US,
where the sport was not as popular, he decid‐
ed to do something about it. Four years ago
he founded a group of handball enthusiast
in the San Francisco CalHeat Team Handball
Club and joined them, first as a player, then
as a coach, and finally as a member of the
Board of Directors. They started imple‐
menting a long term plan to develop and sup‐
port a Youth Team Handball league in the
Bay Area.

Under this plan, coach Martin Bilello vis‐
ited school districts, private schools, and
sport centers looking to start a youth team. 

The San Jose Unified School District opened
its doors for him and he started a team at
Castillero Middle School two years ago. He
also continued organizing clinics at middle
and high schools, where some PE teachers
echoed his passion and volunteered them‐
selves to start new teams. Bret Harte Mid‐
dle School was one of them, and under the
leadership of Thomas Schumake they became
the new Team Handball U14 California Cup
Champions. Their performance was so good
that they were invited to participate in the
Partille Cup Tournament in Sweden this summer.

The Bay Area Team Handball Youth League
is always looking for more teams to join, no
experience is needed as help is always avail‐
able to teach and instruct about the sport,
just send an email to contact@calheat.com.

Editor’s note: The Team Handball World
Championship will be held in Vigo and Pon‐
tevedra, Spain, from July 15 to July 29 and
the US will be participating for the first time.
Make sure to follow the action at www.
spainhandball19.com.

Day out with Thomas:
The steam team tour
2019 is pulling into
Roaring Camp in July 

All aboard! Thomas the Tank Engine
invites little engineers to go full
steam ahead for a day of engaging

activities and fun adventures at Day Out with
Thomas: The Steam Team Tour 2019 at Roar‐
ing Camp, Felton, CA.  

Children can spend a day with their friend
Thomas when the #1 Engine pulls into Roar‐
ing Camp Railroads, Felton on July 26‐28 and
July 31‐Aug. 4, 2019 from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.  

“Day Out with
Thomas: The Steam
Team Tour”  2019
is presented by
Mattel.

This fun‐filled
event offers chil‐
dren and their
families the opportunity to take a ride with
Thomas the Tank Engine, star of the popu‐
lar Thomas & Friends™ series. In addition,
they will meet Sir Topham Hatt, Controller
of the Railway and enjoy a day of Thomas‐
themed activities including toy play, photo
ops, and more.  The tour, now in its 24th
year, will make 37 stops across the U.S. and
Canada and is expected to welcome nearly
one million passengers in 2019. 

In 2018, Mattel launched a collaboration
with the United Nations to introduce Sus‐
tainable Development Goals (SDGs) to
preschoolers through the Thomas & Friends™
animated series, as well as other platforms.
New this year, Day Out With Thomas: The
Steam Team Tour is incorporating the SDG
of Quality Education into activities at its
events, and also partnering with the United
Way of Genesee County to kick off an edu‐
cational initiative called the All Aboard for
School Supplies Drive.  

Tickets for Day Out With Thomas: The
Steam Team Tour 2019 are on sale now and
available by calling Ticketweb toll‐free at
866‐468‐7630, or by visiting www.day‐
outwiththomas.com.  Ticket prices are $25.00
plus tax for ages 2 and up (service charges
and fee may apply).  

For more information and directions, con‐
tact 831‐335‐4484 or www.roaringcamp. com. 

Roaring Camp is located at: 5401 Graham
Hill Road, Felton, CA 95018.

Martin Bilello, Castillero Middle School’s Team Handball Coach, will join the USA Team Handball
Men’s Junior staff as an Assistant Coach. 
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The 4th of July holiday is just around the
corner and many of us will take time off
to enjoy a long weekend of summer fun.

The American Red Cross wants everyone to
have a great holiday and offers safety steps
people can follow.

The safest way to enjoy fireworks is to attend
a public firework show put on by profession‐
als. Stay at least 500 feet away from the show.
Leave any area immediately where untrained
amateurs are using fireworks. 

Barbecue safety
Keep perishable foods in a cooler with plen‐

ty of ice or freezer gel packs. Wash your hands
before preparing the food. Don’t leave food out
in the hot sun. If you are going to cook on a
grill, follow these steps:

• Always supervise a barbecue grill when in
use. Don’t add charcoal starter fluid when coals
have already been ignited.

• Never grill indoors — not in your house,
camper, tent or any enclosed area. 

• Make sure everyone, including pets, stays
away from the grill.

• Keep the grill out in the open and away from
the house, the deck, tree branches or anything
that could catch fire.  

• Use the long‐handled tools especially made
for cooking on the grill to help keep the chef safe.

Heat safety
Never leave children or pets in your vehicle.

The inside temperature of the car can quickly
reach 120 degrees. 

• Stay hydrated, drink plenty of fluids. Avoid
drinks with caffeine or alcohol. Wear loose‐fit‐

ting, lightweight, light‐colored clothing. Avoid
dark colors as they absorb the sun’s rays. 

• Avoid extreme temperature changes. 
• Slow down, stay indoors. Avoid strenuous

exercise during the hottest part of the day. Post‐
pone outdoor games and activities. 

• Use a buddy system when working in exces‐
sive heat. Take frequent breaks if working out‐
doors. 

• Check on family, friends and neighbors who
do not have air conditioning, who spend much
of their time alone or who are more likely to
be affected by the heat. 

Water safety

Be “Water smart.” Children and adults should
learn to swim so, at a minimum, they achieve
the skills of water competency: be able to enter
the water, get a breath, stay afloat, find an exit,
swim a distance and then get out of the water
safely.

Prevent unsupervised access to water. A per‐
son who is drowning has a better chance of sur‐
vival if these steps are followed:

• Recognize the signs of someone trouble
and shout for help;

• Rescue and remove the person from water
without putting yourself in danger;

• Call 9‐1‐1;

• Begin rescue breathing and CPR; and
• Use an AED, if available, and transfer care

to advanced life support.
Here are a few more steps people can take

as we approach the holiday:
• Go to www.redcross.org/watersafety for

water safety courses, tips and resources.
• Download the free Red Cross First Aid App

for instant access to information on how to
treat bleeding, burns, insect bites and stings,
and more. 

• Give blood. The number of people donat‐
ing blood often drops during the summer when
people are on vacation and schools are closed.
Visit www.redcrossblood.org or download the
Red Cross Blood App for more information or
to schedule your donation.

Follow these Red Cross steps for a safe 4th of July holiday

National Night Out: Tuesday, August 6

Hundreds of Almaden residents will join more than 38 million
people across the country that will be participating in Nation‐
al Night Out on Tuesday, August 6.

National Night Out strengthens partnerships between neighbors
and local law enforcement agencies. 

The annual crime prevention event and community‐building cam‐
paign is sponsored nationally by the National Association of Town
Watch and co‐sponsored locally by the San Jose Police Department. 

National Night Out is designed to:
• Strengthen neighborhood spirit and police/community partner‐

ships
• Heighten crime prevention awareness
• Generate support for, and participation in, local crime prevention

efforts
Registration is now open and available online by visiting

www.sjpd.org. Online registration with the San Jose Police Depart‐

ment will close on Wednesday, July 24, 2019. 
Neighborhoods will be hosting a variety of events ranging from

small potlucks and BBQ’s to large block parties. Some additional event
ideas include, but are not limited to, ice cream socials, games, con‐
tests, food or clothing donations, plan a clean‐up day to beautify a
common area, discuss neighborhood issues or set neighborhood goals,
discuss or plan a Neighborhood Watch Program. It is an opportunity
to be creative, have fun and celebrate your neighborhood!  

Register your neighborhood for this year's event today! You do not
have to be a current Neighborhood Watch group to participate. Nation‐
al Night Out is for everyone. Registration is free and gives police and
other city representatives an opportunity to attend local events as
time and circumstances permit. Register now and begin planning your
event as soon as possible.

Please visit www.sjpd.org for details about registration and other
National Night Out event information.

For any further questions about National Night Out contact the
Crime Prevention Unit at (408) 277‐4133 and speak with any of our
National Night Out Planning Team staff members. 
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By Janice Bitters
Article courtesy of San José Spotlight

Google has just committed $1 bil‐
lion to address the Bay Area’s crip‐
pling housing affordability crisis,

an initiative that CEO Sundar Pichai says
will help create at least 20,000 new homes
in the region over the next decade.

The stunning announcement on Tues‐
day, June 18, marks the largest promise to
date by a Silicon Valley company to invest
in homes as a growing number of tech com‐
panies begin to seek out ways to ease the
area’s housing shortage, which has been
exacerbated in recent years by the tech
industry’s breakneck growth.

Pichai released a blog post Tuesday morn‐
ing outlining a three‐pronged approach to
provide a little more than $1 billion in value
to create and maintain housing in the Bay
Area over the next decade. The initiative
will focus on cities where the company cur‐
rently has major office outposts: San Fran‐
cisco, Sunnyvale, San Jose and its hometown
of Mountain View.

“Solving a big issue like the housing short‐
age will take collaboration across business,
government and community organizations,”
Pichai said in a statement. “We look for‐
ward to working alongside others to make
the Bay Area a place where everyone who
lives here can thrive.”

Alphabet Inc.‐owned Google intends to
divvy out its investment three ways: set‐
ting aside company‐owned land for hous‐
ing development, creating a new invest‐
ment fund to maintain and create afford‐
able homes and awarding grants to organ‐
izations focused on homelessness and dis‐
placement in the region.

“This is a really big day,” said Jim Wun‐
derman, president & CEO of the Bay Area
Council. “It signals that there’s a new day
where private companies are stepping up
and recognizing that they’re part of the fab‐
ric of our communities and they need to
be part of the solution to the region’s most
pressing problem: housing affordability.”

Landing housing near Google
Its largest planned contribution, valued

at $750 million, will be through developable
land, an increasingly scarce and expensive
resource in the Bay Area.

The company intends to work with city
officials to rezone swaths of Google‐owned
property, changing it from land where office
or commercial space are currently the only
types of buildings allowed to rise, into places
where new residential units can sprout up
instead. Pichai estimates 15,000 new units
or more could rise on the land.

And that’s a key part of the plan because
Google’s owned land today sits primarily
around its office campuses, said Alicia John‐
Baptiste, president and CEO of planning
think‐tank SPUR, short for San Francisco
Bay Area Planning and Urban Research
Association.

“The fact that Google is enabling devel‐
opment of residential right where the jobs
are is very significant,” John‐Baptiste said.

“You get not just a housing benefit, which
is incredibly important, but you also get a
transportation and reduced congestion
benefit as well.”

Already, Google has worked with offi‐
cials in Mountain View, where the compa‐
ny is by far the largest land‐owner in the
city’s North Bayshore area, to propose
mixed‐use campuses that include office,
housing and retail space in close proximity.

Pichai said Tuesday the tech titan is now
in “productive conversations” with officials
in Sunnyvale and San Jose around desig‐
nating Google‐owned land for housing
rather than office space.

Notably, Google has been clear in the past
it isn’t in the business of housing develop‐
ment. Its approach so far to housing has
been to lease the soil to a housing devel‐
oper that will build and maintain the res‐
idential units. That appears to be the com‐
pany’s plan in this case, too.

“We’ll continue to work with local munic‐
ipalities to support plans that allow resi‐
dential developers to build quickly and eco‐
nomically,” Pichai said. “Our goal is to get
housing construction started immediate‐
ly, and for homes to be available in the next
few years.”

Funding affordable homes
The second part of Google’s just‐

announced housing initiative is creating a
new $250 million investment fund that
Pichai said will help build “at least” 5,000
new residential units, though the compa‐
ny hasn’t elaborated on what that fund will
look like in detail.

An investment fund model has been the
primary tack so far for major Bay Area com‐
panies looking to make a divot in the hous‐
ing crisis.

One notable exception is Facebook, which
has both created and contributed to hous‐
ing investment funds, but has also sub‐
mitted plans in Menlo Park to build 1,500
new residential units in a proposed mixed‐
use development known as Willow Village.

Other major companies, including Cisco
Systems, LinkedIn and NetApp, have invest‐
ed millions in the Housing Trust Silicon
Valley’s TECH Fund in the past two years.
That fund, dreamed up by the San Jose‐
based nonprofit to encourage corporate
investment in affordable housing, offers
low‐interest loans to developers looking
to build affordable homes.

Microsoft Corp., which owns Sunnyvale‐
based LinkedIn, this year pledged $500
million to tackle affordable housing woes
in Seattle, where it is headquartered. Its
approach is at least in part modeled after
the Housing Trust’s, according to report‐
ing by the Seattle Times.

Oakland‐based healthcare giant Kaiser
Permanente for its part last year said it
would commit up to $200 million through
its Thriving Communities Fund to address
housing stability and homelessness.

“This is not something that one entity,
one city or one corporation is going to

See GOOGLE, page 16

Google commits $1B to address
housing affordability crisis
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Below left: DJ-R3X plays stellar tunes at Oga’s Cantina; below right: a Tauntaun trophy is mounted in a
den of antiquities. Photos by Jeff Baham
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IN A GALAXY NOT SO FAR AWAY

‘Galaxy’s Edge’ opens at Disneyland 
By Jeff Baham

Special to the Times

There I stood in the summer of '77, with
the warm breeze tussling my hair, even
though the calendar on my iPhone said

it was June of 2019. 
But that couldn't be right — because the pri‐

mary icon of my youth, that pancake‐shaped
star freighter that I'd held in my hand as a toy
was standing right in front of me, life‐sized, bel‐
lowing steam with winking, blinking lights,
loading ramp ready as if she were goading me
to join her for a 12 parsec spin around the galaxy.

Star Wars: Galaxy's Edge has opened at Dis‐
neyland Park in Anaheim, with an identical
“land” set to open at Disney's Hollywood Stu‐
dios in Florida at the end of August. Galaxy's
Edge, the ninth “land” to be added to Disney‐
land since it opened in 1955, is an overwhelming
14‐acre re‐creation of a battle‐scarred outpost
at the rim of the Star Wars galaxy situated far,
far away from our own Milky Way. The back‐
story to the land sounds complex, but is sur‐
prisingly easy to decipher once you’ve visited
the place. Set in a period of time between
Episodes VIII and IX of the Star Wars saga, the
ruthless First Order (think “Empire”) has come
to the planet Batuu to restore an iron‐fisted
“peace” under the guidance of the evil Kylo
Ren. However, the Resistance (think “Rebel‐
lion”) has also landed on Batuu to form a secret
base and spy on the ongoing tactics of the First
Order, under the guidance of newly‐minted
Jedi Rey and the mighty Wookie Chewbacca.
While exploring the land, you're apt to run into
any of those characters – and you better not be
up to mischief, because First Order Stormtroop‐
ers are also patrolling the land, and they are
not shy about questioning any unfamiliar travelers
they catch roaming through Black Spire Outpost.

Backstory notwithstanding, no Star Wars
knowledge is necessary to marvel at the immer‐
sive new land, in which every loose wire, aban‐
doned droid and blaster hole in the wall looks as
ancient and timeless as you'd expect in a battle‐
weary village. The striking appearance of the
planet's ancient‐yet‐futuristic tech is pure Star Wars,
and even the panels of flashing lights that open
each sliding door replicate the architectural tech‐
nology found throughout the Star Wars films.

Star Wars: Galaxy's Edge also invites park
guests (or “travelers,” in the lingo of Black Spire
Outpost) to interact with itself in ways no Dis‐
ney themed land ever has before. If guests have
downloaded the free Disney Play app to their
smartphones (“datapads”), they can take part
in a myriad of activities that make the immer‐
sive land even more mysterious. Players can
do reconnaissance for the Resistance, or work
in tandem with local smugglers. There are QR

codes all over the land to be scanned, crates to
be inspected, and locked doorways to be hacked.
Lovers of role playing adventures can dive even
deeper into the Star Wars rabbit hole, while
other travelers can enjoy the land unaware that
such an opportunity for game play even exists. 

Everyone knows that Disneyland has rides,
and so does this new Star Wars‐themed land.
Millenium Falcon: Smuggler's Run, the newest
Disneyland attraction, allows you to actually
pilot the iconic Millenium Falcon starship. The
fewer secrets revealed about this experience
the better, but note that smugglers with sen‐
sitive stomachs might choose to sit in the back
seats and act as the ship's engineers, an oppor‐
tunity afforded by the ride that allows for a less
stomach‐churning whiz‐bang. But take it from
this 1977 time‐traveler: try to get an oppor‐
tunity to pilot the ship in the right‐hand front
seat; the chance to “punch it” and throw the
ship into hyperspace is pure astral magic.

Of course, there's a bigger, badder ride com‐
ing later this summer, and there are seeming‐
ly infinite nooks and crannies to explore all
throughout the outpost – but two more expe‐
riences deserve mention. There’s a “Droid Depot”
in the outskirts of the marketplace which allows
travelers to scavenge parts to build their own
(Bluetooth‐enabled, remote‐controlled) R2 and
BB 1:3 scale droids, and right around the cor‐
ner from the depot is a subtlely‐marked scrap‐
yard named “Savi's Workshop” which doesn’t appear
to have much happening worth mentioning – at
least at first glance. But to travelers in the know
(who have pre‐paid their 200 credits via Dis‐
neyland.com, starting at 7:00 a.m. the day of
entry, so be quick!), this hidden scrapyard is
actually the home base for a mysterious group
who call themselves “The Gatherers,” scour‐
ing the landscapes of abandoned temples, lairs
and wrecked starships looking for elements
which, once properly combined, create elegant
weaponsfor a more civilized age. The half‐hour
experience leaves you with a souvenir that will
be long remembered, and an encounter with
the most powerful presence on Batuu to boot.

There’s also the strangely familar Oga’s Can‑
tina (try the “Fuzzy Tauntaun” for an out‐of‐
this‐world, mouth‐numbing experience), a
Docking Bay which has been turned into a mess
hall, and the marketplace selling all sorts of cloth‐
ing, handmade toys and critters ... but this com‐
pletes the secrets I plan to spill. Take your own
tour to Star Wars: Galaxy’s Edge this summer
and discover the hidden secrets from that galaxy
far, far away for yourself.

Jeff Baham is a co‑host of the Mousetalgia
Podcast, which is all about Disneyland and every‑
thing else Disney. Find it wherever podcasts are
found, or visit Mousetalgia.com.

Rey from the Resistance 
spies on two First Order 
Troopers in Star Wars: Galaxy’s
Edge at Disneyland. Right: The
MIllenium Falcon waits to take
guests on a hyperspace run
through the galaxy. 
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By Kirpal Atwal
Special to the Times

It’s a great country!
We stand side by side with our

American brothers and sisters.
We will be there for you and with

you in any difficult situation.
We are the American Sikhs.
Almaden residents, this 4th of July,

please come up and visit the Gurd‐
wara and have ice cream with us! It
will be about a half hour drive for
you.  Everything is complementary
and you will enjoy the view of the
Evergreen Valley and the cama‐
raderie of all the wonderful people
in the Bay Area.  

To get to the Gurdwara, drive on
highway 101 north and take the Cap‐
ital Expressway exit east.  Then turn
right on Quimby road and go all the
way up the hill (about 1 mile).  The
Gurdwara will be on your right and
many park their cars and enjoy walk‐
ing up the hill to the front where we
serve ice cream.

The Gurdwara on the hill is a com‐
munity place and a community asset
for all to use and visit.

We are so very proud as Ameri‐
can citizens to walk hand and hand
with everyone and to join the City of
San Jose in the annual Rose White and
Blue parade (please see the infor‐
mation ad in this issue of the Almaden
Times on page 12).

Always know, in our heart we are
so proud to be a part of America.  The
4th of July is a very important day
for us and we cherish it.  This is the
place of freedom in our world! 

Our children get such joy in par‐
ticipating in the Rose White and Blue
parade in downtown San Jose.  They
develop pride in the country and
carry the American flag with strength
and honor.

Our little tradition for you is each
year we set up our special ice cream
and refreshments under the moon‐
light sky at the Gurdwara on the Hill

for everyone to walk and joyfully look
down at the valley (a time for all to
take a break from using a cell phone
and enjoy nature and sky.)

These important historical days
that mark the calendar help us to
educate each other about each cul‐
ture’s unique gifts.  Understanding
others combined with embracing
diversity brings strength to all for
overcome any stereotypes we instinc‐
tively may harbor.

What a great country. It truly is. I
say that from the bottom of my heart!

In India, all say that America is the
land of opportunity.  It’s true that any
person can truly bring themselves
up from the ground to gather wealth
and plan well for their future in Amer‐
ica.  That is not always the case in
other countries.

We believe in equality among all
people with regard to cultures, race,
religion, as well as between men and
women too. The Sikhs were one of
the first cultures in history to honor
and embrace equality between men
and women. The truth is, America is
such a grand place to live that all one
has to do is just grasp the opportu‐
nities and figure out how to make
things work for each unique situation.

What is so wonderful about Amer‐
ica is that it is a diverse country and
a place where people accept one
another regardless of race, creed,
color or religion.  

As you may know, other countries
have much less than America both
in wealth and freedom. People learn
to adapt and get along with little. In
this area of the world, there is much
giving and much care for all in each
community.

The sky is the limit in how one can
achieve goals and live their life in this
beautiful and so very special coun‐
try, America.

Thank you to the Evergreen Com‐
munity and beyond for accepting the
Sikh Americans as your friends.

Please visit our place on the hill where
we serve complimentary vegetarian
food 365 days of the year. Also, we
never try to proselytize (change oth‐
ers religion or push them towards
ours called Sikhism) instead we
honor and respect all religions and
treat everyone as our brother and sister.

It’s the 4th of July, come up and
say hello!
Message from President 
Bob Dhillon of the San Jose 
Sikh Gurdwara

Dear Community,
We are inviting you all up to the

Gurdwara to have an ice cream social
this 4th of July (Thursday from 7‐9
p.m.).  We love the community and
there is no more beautiful place than
for you to take a stroll then at the Gur‐
dwara on the Hill.  

Our Gurdwara is a community cen‐
ter as well as a place of worship.  We
have many events of this kind each
year and want you to know you are
always welcome.  

We have completed a beautiful chil‐
dren's playground open to the pub‐
lic and are in the process of design‐
ing a wonderful nature trail for the
community to use in the future.

It is very heartwarming to meet
and see the community come up and
meet and greet each other in this
annual 4th of July ice cream social.
We do not have fireworks but you
can see the beautiful valley view while
enjoying delicious tasty ice cream.
The children can go back for seconds
if they wish too.  

Thank you Evergreen and Almaden
Community for your friendship.  For
more information on the Under the
Moonlight 4th of July Ice Cream Social
go to our website and you can get our
app too; sanjosegurdwara.org   

Editor’s note: The Sikh Gurdwara
is located at 3636 Gurdwara Avenue,
San Jose, CA 95148. Simply travel east
on Quimby Rd. and turn right at the
top of the hill. 

Google
Continued from page 10
solve,” said Leslye Corsiglia, executive director at
housing nonprofit SV@Home. “But the commitment
of $1 billion from one corporation is significant and
it is something to celebrate.”

San Jose Mayor Sam Liccardo said the city for months
has encouraged Google to “make a bold commitment
to address our region’s affordable housing challenge.”

“We look forward to working with Google to ensure
today’s announcement manifests into housing that
will benefit thousands of San Jose residents strug‐
gling under the burden of high rents,” Liccardo said.

Homelessness and displacement
The final piece of Google’s commitment is a prom‐

ised $50 million in grants through Google.org that will
help fund nonprofits working on homelessness and
displacement issues.

That announcement is timely, as the company seeks

to build a 6 million‐ to 8 million‐square‐foot mixed‐
use campus near San Jose’s downtown while local
residents have expressed concern about rising rents
and displacement as plans move forward.

One of the most vocal critics of Google’s potential
impact on San Jose residents is public policy organi‐
zation, Working Partnerships USA, which released a
report last week that claimed Google’s new San Jose
campus could herald in an extra $235 million annu‐
ally in rent for existing renters without significant
new housing construction.

“Our research found that Google needs to build
more than 5,000 affordable homes in San Jose alone,
not just regionally,” said Jeffrey Buchanan, Working
Partnerships’ director of public policy. “There is clear‐
ly still more it needs to do, but it’s a very welcome
first step towards fully addressing its impact on rent
hikes, evictions and overcrowding.”

Contact Janice Bitters at janice@sanjosespotlight.com
or follow @JaniceBitters on Twitter. 

My Country tis of thee...sweet land of liberty!

San Jose Gurdwara invites entire Almaden community up
for complimentary ice cream and refreshments on July 4
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BON VOYAGE – The San Jose Youth Symphony’s Philharmonic Orchestra performed its
Bon Voyage Concert on June 22 at the Mexican Heritage Plaza.  The orchestra is current‐
ly traveling to South America on a two week International Concert Tour.  The Philhar‐
monic Orchestra is acting as San Jose’s music ambassadors, communicating with others
through their performance of music.   

Six Almaden residents
graduate from the
University of San Diego 

Six Almaden residents have graduated
from the University of San Diego.  

Receiving their degree are: Anthony
Ajlouni, bachelor's degree in Marketing and
Finance; Elona Bebla, bachelor's degree in
Political Science; Serena Bonafede, bache‐
lor's degree in International Business; Lau‐

ren Kafka, earned a bachelor's degree in
Industrial & Systems Engineering from the
Shiley‐Marcos School of Engineering and
graduated cum laude; Caroline Riedstra;
bachelor’s degree in Biophysics, and Miles
Trudeau, bachelor's degree in Marketing.

The University of San Diego sets the stan‐
dard for an engaged, contemporary Catholic
university. With more than 9,000 students
from 77 countries and 44 states, USD is the
youngest, independent institution on the
U.S. News & World Report list of top 100 uni‐
versities in the United States. 
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By Greg Goodman
Special to the Times

Over in the Montevideo
neighborhood we had
Dumpster Day

where 10 Dumpsters
were filled to capacity.
District 10 (Johhny
Khamis) paid for the
dumpsters; thank you
Johnny and Michele
Dexter.

However, the “peo‐
ple Power” was pro‐
vided by: Almaden
Kiwanis and their high
school volunteers Le‐
land Key Club, Boys
Team Charity and their
Moms and Dads, and
finally Almaden Super
Lions. This project was the first
Almaden Multi Service club event!
Hats off to you all! Hopefully there
are more to come.

Once a month members from var‐
ious clubs come together and meet
for an hour 7 to 8 p.m. at the Almaden
Community Center. The purpose of
these meetings is to see how we can
come together and create synergy
amongst the various service clubs
in our Almaden community and sur‐
rounding communities.

Oh, and we rescued 30 bikes from
the dumpster and gave them to Good
Karma Bikes on Lincoln Avenue.
Good Karma Bikes is a 5013c (non‐
profit). Their mission is to help pro‐
vide transportation and employ‐
ment to those individuals who oth‐
erwise would not be able to afford
a bike or are currently unemployed.
They are an empowering organiza‐
tion. Go check them out. They are
on Lincoln Avenue just North of

downtown Willow Glen. Plus, they
have some really nice bikes you can
buy!

Folks let me be blunt! WE NEED
YOU…without volun‐
teers the “glue” of com‐
munities begin to fray.
Conversely when we do
come together on these
projects we share in a
common goal and have
fun doing it!

So below I have list‐
ed the various names
and contacts of the Serv‐
ice Clubs.

Please consider giv‐
ing your time and tal‐
ents to one of these fine
service organizations,
thank you.

ASSISTANCE LEAGUE OF SAN
JOSE: They can be reached at alsj.org,

BEAUTIFUL DAY: They can be
reached at www.beautifulday.org or
contacted at finny@beautifuld‐
day.org,

BOYS TEAM CHARITY: They can
be reached at  president.btc.
almadenvalley@gmail.com,

KIWANIS CLUB OF ALMADEN:
The Kiwanis can be reached at
Tom_sisto@hotmail.com

ROTARY CLUB OF ALMADEN
VALLEY: They can be reached at avr‐
cgrapevine@gmail.com or web
Almaden Valley Rotary.org

SAN JOSE SEARCH AND RESCUE:
info@sjsar.org

ALMADEN SUPER LIONS:
tsmith14857gmail.com or their web‐
site www.almadenlions.org

Michele Dexter is the contact if
you wish to come to a monthly multi‐
club service meeting. Michele.Dex‐
ter@sanjoseca.gov. 

Lion’s
Club

Greg Goodman,
Director at Large

Community Volunteers
come together for good

Class session dates: July 22 –
September 13

Computer Classes for Adults
(Almaden CCA) is a 501(c)(3) non‐
profit, educational organization that
teaches adults how to make the most
of their computers, tablets, and
smartphones with classes that are
both informative and fun. 

Courses are designed to help you
improve your computer and inter‐
net skills. The goal is to help you
overcome your frustrations, have
the confidence to use and enjoy your
computer, smartphone, or tablet,
and use technology to keep up with
today’s world and maybe even
impress your kids and grandkids. 

Registration for the next session
July 22‐ Sept. 13, is at 11:30 a.m. on
July 6 at the Almaden Community
Center, second floor. You can regis‐
ter that day in person, or mail in or
drop off a proxy form with the infor‐

mation and fee for the courses you
want to take. Complete course infor‐
mation is available starting the last
week of June at www.almadenc‐
ca.org, or pick up a course list at the
front desk in the Almaden Commu‐
nity Center lobby.

You’ll find Android and iPhone
courses on the schedule, plus two‐
hour workshops on new topics and
popular subjects from past sessions.
If you’ve never taken a CCA course,
a workshop is a good introduction.

Almaden CCA uses PCs that run
Windows 10. Students taking Apple
and Android courses bring their own
devices. Course fees range from $10
for a two‐hour workshop to $20 for
an eight‐week course, with no mem‐
bership fee. After registration, go to
www.almadencca.org to see which
courses are open. Then call (408)
674‐1401 to sign up, or for addi‐
tional information.

Almaden Community Center Computer
classes for adults registration: July 6 
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Champions
Continued from page 1
graders. Many of them have been
playing since t‐ball for the last 9
to 10 years. It was bittersweet
since their Little League years are
over, but it was awesome to end
with the TOC Championship, espe‐
cially for our coaches who have
coached for 10+ years! Some boys
may go on to play for their high
school team and some may not
play on a baseball team ever
again.”

Elliott says that she saw many friendships
develop throughout her son’s Little League
years. “Our baseball experience was fun since
it’s all local kids that grew up together on the
Little League field or were school classmates,”
she says. “We’re going to miss it.”

“Little League is a Youth Development
League,” says League President Don Dixon. “It’s
about raising young boys and girls to be part
of a community.” The league supports boys
and girls ages 4 through 15 with a variety of
divisions from t‐ball to juniors.

“Everyone has a soft spot in their heart for
it,” says League Vice President Pete Fuqua.
“Kids learn a lot of life lessons here: paying it
forward, helping the younger ones coming
up, being role models. It’s not just baseball:
it’s where kids come to hang out and be together.”

“I highly respect and appreciate the coach‐
es for taking the time to coach our boys,” says
Elliott. “They have demanding high tech jobs,
but they managed their schedules to be at all
our practices and games, starting at 5 p.m. and
going ‘til dusk on weeknights. Our coaches

wanted to win, but also wanted it to be fun
and low key for the team. They weren’t super
intense and never yelled at the boys.”

“He took a team all the way to the TOC
Championship,” says Almaden LL Board Mem‐
ber Nick Blozan of Neff. “That is an epic
achievement.” 

Neff says that for him, the biggest takeaway
is how important character is for winning
teams in sports, business or life. “We’ve
coached teams all over the spectrum in terms
of wins and losses,” he says, “and I think the
differentiator is more about character than
physical skills.”

He defines character as working your hard‐
est, even when no one is watching; being
proud of your teammates’ success, but also
supporting them when they fail; and holding
yourself accountable so that you won’t let
your team down.

“On those measures,” he says, “I would put
the Brewers on top of all the teams we man‐
aged. We are very proud of how the team
came together this year to bring the champi‐
onship back to Almaden.”

Tyler Craig making a catch at shortstop with Ayan Desai
at 2nd base ready to turn a double play. Sebastian Neff
backing up the play. Photo courtesy Lisa Elliott
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CAMPBELL UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST
400 W. Campbell Ave.
Campbell, CA 95008
(408) 378-4418
Pastor: Rev. Naomi Schulz
No Matter Where You Are
On Life’s Journey, You Are
Welcome Here!
We are an Open and
Affirming Congregation,
and celebrate members of
the LGBTQ+ Community.
Joy-filled worship every
Sunday at 10:00 AM, with
communion open to all.
Join Pastor Naomi for
tea/coffee at Orchard Valley
cafe in Campbell during
community drop-in office
hours from 11 AM to 1 PM
on most Tuesdays.
Our ministries/activities
include:
• Bible study on the sec-
ond and fourth Wednesday
of every month, at 6PM.
• A Food Pantry serving
anyone in need--open Tu/
Th/ Sa 10:00 AM to Noon.
• Lighted Window Produc-
tions featuring uplifting
concerts, thought-provok-
ing theater productions,
informative lectures, and
even an occasional karaoke
night--all in a wholesome
environment.  
• Our facilities also provide
rental space for community
based groups that promote

understanding, wholeness,
growth, and education.
Some of these include the
Old Orchard School,
Orchard City Indivisible,
AA, etc. 
Our activities flow from our
core values:
• Extravagant Joy
• Passionate Faith
• Loving Respect
• Deep Connectedness 
• Intentional Growth 
• Shared Laughter 
Visit us at our web site at:
church@campbellucc.org
or better yet, visit us at our
worship services on Sun-
days at 10:00 AM. Coffee,
refreshments, and conver-
sation always, right after
service.

CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH OF ALMADEN
VALLEY, UCC
6581 Camden Ave., San
Jose, CA 95120. Pastor,
Rev. Marty Williams, 408
268 0243.
www.ccavucc.org.
We are a welcoming
church with a progressive
approach to faith, worship
and giving to our local
community. We are proud
to be UCC, Open and
Affirming (O&A) and wel-
come members of the
LGBT community. We sup-
port local LifeMoves (for-
merly InnVision) Shelter
Feedings once a month,
San Francisco Night Min-
istry, Second Harvest Food

Bank, Church World Serv-
ice, and Communities
Responding to End Poverty.
Worship Sunday, 9:00 AM
followed by fellowship and
refreshments. 1st Sunday
in Worship: Holy Com-
munion
2nd Sunday in Worship:
Folks Choir and Potluck
Sunday.
Tuesdays, AA Meetings,
8:15 - 9:15 PM.
Wednesdays, 9:30 AM,
Women’s Study Group.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
5351 Carter Ave., San
Jose 95118
408.265.5837
www.bibleroad.org
We strive to be a group of
Christians that love and
honor God and Jesus
Christ in our daily lives. We
assemble each Sunday to
encourage each other
through singing, studying,
praying and sharing in the
Lord’s supper. Simple—
just like what one reads
about in the New Testa-
ment.
Bible class at 9:30 AM
Worship at 10:30 AM
Located in south San Jose
near Kooser Rd. and
Camden Ave. (behind the
Almaden Valley Athletic
Club).
Come make new Christian
friends!
EAST VALLEY CHURCH
We are a Multicultural
Christian Community

committed to making
Christ known to our
Neighbors, Community
and World. 
Sunday Schedule: Coffee
and Conversation 9:15am
Worship 9:45am, Sunday
School for all ages
11:15am
Childcare is provided for
all our Sunday Services.
Our NEW Children’s Build-
ing is Open!
Uplifting music, Biblical
teaching, ministries for
Children, Youth, College &
Career, Small Groups for
all adults, Ministries to
Men, Women, Seniors,
Celebrate Recovery Please
see website for details
and meeting times
www.eastvalleychurch.com
Senior Pastor – Pastor
Ron Johnson, Communi-
ty-Life Pastor - Pastor
Patrick Boyd, Children’s
Ministry Co-Directors –
Alyssa Friend and Kristen
Pearson
We are located at 2827
Flint Ave (Between Tully &
Norwood) San Jose, CA
95148, Phone 408-238-
0231, e-mail info@east-
valleychurch.com
We are associated with
Converge Worldwide
www.convergeworld-
wide.org

THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH
IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave. San
Jose, CA 95120.  The Rev.

Shelley Booth Denney,
Rector Phone:408-268-
0243 Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal Church in
Almaden (ECA), we are
joyful followers of Jesus
Christ. Through worship,
study, fellowship and out-
reach, we strive to nurture
and grow a strong faith
community of believers, a
family of all ages, where
each member feels wel-
comed, loved, valued and
empowered to serve. Chil-
dren are especially wel-
comed and cherished as
an important part of God's
family. All junior high and
senior high students are
welcome to participate in
our Youth Groups. During
the school year we have
joint Sunday School with
our sister church, the Con-
gregational Church of
Almaden Valley, UCC. The
Episcopal Church in
Almaden offers the follow-
ing regular opportunities
for worship: Sunday at
7:30AM and 10:45AM,
Holy Communion service.
Each Sunday service is fol-
lowed by a coffee hour for
friendship and conversa-
tion.

FIRST CHURCH 
DOWNTOWN
Worshipping at 55 N. 7th
Street, in downtown San
Jose.  (Horace Mann
school) firstchurchdown-
town.com
Telephone: (408) 294-
7254 x310. We are a com-
munity serving the Christ
from the heart of the City,
working to know Jesus and
make Jesus known by
serving, worshipping, and
learning together.  Worship
services are at 10:00 AM
at the Horace Mann Com-
munity Center (7th and
Santa Clara Streets). Wor-
ship includes both contem-
porary and traditional
music, a message that is
relevant to real life, based
in the Bible, and meaning-
ful to people of all ages
and backgrounds.  We
work in our community to
provide real assistance and
long-term, life-saving solu-
tions: food, housing, coun-
seling, and spiritual direc-
tion.  Our children's & fami-
lies' ministries include Sun-
day classes, outdoor family
activities such as bike rides
and fishing trips.  Come,
Make a Difference and feel
the difference God can
make in your life!

GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchSJ.net
See you on Facebook
2650 ABORN ROAD at
Kettmann, across from
Evergreen Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for over
50 Years. John S Gold-
stein, Pastor

Christian Worship every
Sunday at 11.00 am
Together let us build lives
toward excellence!
Music Institute
(408) 791-7772
After School lessons on
Piano, Violin, Viola, Flute
PreSchool, Age 2-6 years.
Caring for your child with
God’s love and affection.

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Commu-
nity - this is our promise
to our members. If you
are looking for an active
Christian faith community,
we invite you to experi-
ence Holy Spirit Parish
Community. All are wel-
come! We are located at
1200 Redmond Avenue,
San Jose, CA 95120.
Mass is celebrated at
8:30 a.m. Monday - Fri-
day. Our weekend Mass
schedule is Saturday 5
p.m., Sunday 8 a.m.,
9:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m.
and 6 p.m. Rite of Recon-
ciliation is every Saturday
at 4 p.m. or by appoint-
ment. Our Parish Office is
open Monday - Thursday
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. and
Friday 9:00 a.m. - 3:00
p.m. Call 408-997-5100
for recorded information
or 408-997-5101 to
speak with someone in
our parish office. Informa-
tion on Faith Formation for
children and adults can
be obtained by calling our
Catechetical Office at
408-997-5115. Get in the
loop with our 3sixty High
School Youth Ministry by
calling 408-997-5106.
Holy Spirit School serves
grades Pre-K through 8th,
and is located at 1198
Redmond Avenue. You
can reach the school
office at 408-268-0794.

THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir  
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646 
English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 & 11:00
AM
Spanish Service:
11:00 AM
Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM
Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM
Mandarin Service:
11:00AM
Youth Extreme Point (7th-
12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

SAINT ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH
We invite you to become
a part of our hospitable,
intimate Catholic parish.
We are a caring commu-
nity, promoting spiritual
growth, reaching out to
people in need and where
you get to know people
by name. We offer chil-

dren's religious education
(CREATE); Youth Ministry
(BLAST & X-STATIC);
Scripture Study (day &
evening); Senior's Group
and many other adult
ministries as well. Saint
Anthony parish is located
in Almaden Valley at
20101 McKean Road,
San Jose, 95120. Our
weekend Masses are at 4
p.m. on Saturday at our
historic church at 21800
Bertram Road in New
Almaden, CA 95042 and
on Sunday at 8:30 a.m.,
10:30 a.m., and 5:30
p.m. at the McKean Road
location. Our Parish
Office is open Monday 9
a.m. - 12 p.m. and
Tuesday thru Thursday, 9
a.m. - 12 p.m. and 1 - 4
p.m. For more informa-
tion, stop by the Parish
Office or call 1+ (408)
997-4800, or visit our
website at www.church
stanthony.com. Fr. Larry
Hendel, Pastor.

SAN JOSE GURDWARA
3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148 The
word Sikh (see-kh) means
"disciple" or "student." A
Sikh is a practitioner of the
faith founded in the 15th
century by Guru Nanak in
Punjab of old British India.
A Guru who is a "teacher"
or "enlightener" completes
the relationship of teaching
and learning.  Sikhism is
monotheistic and stresses
the equality of all men and
women. Sikhs believe in
three basic principles;
meditating on the name of
God (praying), earning a
living by honest means
and sharing the fruits of
one's labor with others.
Currently there  are close
to one million Sikhs living
in the USA and Canada
and 25 million Sikhs living
around the world. Sikhism
is the 5th largest religion in
the world.  At the Gurd-
wara (House of God) in
San Jose we welcome all.
We pray daily for peace
and prosperity for every-
body in the world.  Come
to visit and enjoy Langer
(food) in our kitchen which
is open 365 days of the
year and serves comple-
mentary vegetarian meals.
We also encourage you to
enter our history room on
site and walk the beautiful
grounds. Learn more about
us and community events
we sponsor by visiting our
website; http://www. San-
JoseGurdwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
CATHOLIC CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., San
Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1562. 
www.stfrancisofassisi.com 
or www.stfrancis
ofassisipreschool.org
We invite you to join our
community of faith located
in the Evergreen area of
San Jose. We are an inclu-
sive diverse community
striving to serve as Disci-
ples of Jesus Christ in the
footsteps of St. Francis,
offering prayerful and joyful
liturgies; evangelization, fel-
lowship, and service
opportunities to the com-
munity. We offer spiritual
opportunities for all ages,
including children's liturgy,
dynamic E.C.H.O - Jr. High,
IGNITE - High School and
North Star -Young Adult
Ministries, along with small
faith communities and
opportunities to help the
poor and marginalized of
San Jose. Our Preschool is
the only Catholic Preschool
offering quality family ori-
ented service in the Ever-
green and Silver Creek
areas. Our Chapel, Gather-
ing Hall, Parish Office, Mis-
sion Center, Parish Gift
Shop, Memorial Garden
and Preschool are all locat-
ed at 5111 San Felipe Rd. 
Please come join us to
worship at one of the fol-
lowing times and locations: 
St. Francis of Assisi Chapel
Saturday 5:00PM, Sunday
8:30 AM, 10:30 AM, 12:30
PM, 4:00 PM (Mass in
Vietnamese), 6:00 PM
Youth Mass
St. Francis of Assisi Gath-
ering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM, Sun-
day11:00AM, Igbo Mass -
Second Sunday of the
month 12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange -
2840 Aborn Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated Com-
munity (Cribari Auditorium)
Sunday 8:15 AM
For more information,
please call or visit us at the
Parish Mission Center open
M-F 9:00 AM -12:00 PM;
1:00 PM - 4:00 PM. Come
join us and share your
presence with us so that
together we may grow and
share our gifts to help build
God's Kingdom!

For Worship 
listing 

ads, call 
408.483-5458

The Secret
is Out!

“Reach your friends
and your community

with your number one
neighborhood 

news source - the
Almaden Times!”
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Times Community

Fourth
Continued from page 1

Sponsors
This year’s event is provided

predominately by private monies
from sponsors each year.  Among
the many sponsors this year, the
events major sponsors include:
The Office of Cultural Affairs of
the City of San Jose, Branden‐
burg Foundation; Kiddie Acade‐
my of Almaden Valley, Millcreek
Residential, Naprotek, Skip’s
Tires, KT Urban, County of Santa
Clara, Westfield Oakridge Mall,
Republic Services, Hunter Prop‐
erties and a generous donation
by Martinelli’s Apple Cider
among other sponsors. 

This year’s Festival features
local band, Snarky Cats led by
George Nowicki, local magician,
Pete G. Magic and Elvis (and pos‐
sibly Priscilla) and his pink Cadil‐
lac too. Food Trucks and booths
include:  Falafel Fresh & Gyros;
Grillzilla; Los Jarochos Grill;
Sweet Rendezvous; Dippin Dots
and the Kiwanis Club of Almaden
Valley.

Numerous festival booths
include Write a Letter to a Sol‐
dier sponsored by Kiddie Acad‐
emy of Almaden Valley and the
Brandenburg Foundation, #Acti‐
vateSJ among other children’s
activities provided by Westfield
Oakridge Mall and Kiddie Acad‐

emy of Almaden Valley.
Costume contest
A “Most Patriotic Costume

Contest” for the Best Family; Best
Teen and Best Child (under 12)
will be held this year, so dress
up and participate!

The Festival Fundraiser is sell‐
ing Detroit, Michigan’s own,
FAYGO soda pop—featuring Cot‐
ton Candy, Rock & Rye and Red
Pop flavored sodas and Mar‐
tinelli’s Apple Juice while sup‐
plies last! Water and other soda
will also be sold.  Non‐profit i‐
cerv are volunteering their time
to staff the booth and monies
raised help pay for the event so
be sure to patronize their booth!

Carpooling and public transit
is encouraged. No drop offs. No
on‐site parking. No alcohol, No
pets, No barbeques and No ille‐
gal fireworks are allowed at this
event. Rules will be enforced;
absolutely no exceptions. 

Grab a Frisbee, bring a blan‐
ket for comfort and a flashlight
for safety and celebrate the
243rd Birthday of this great
nation‐United States of Ameri‐
ca. 

Almaden Lake Park is located
at the corner of Almaden Ex‐
pressway and Coleman Road.

Interested in volunteering, visit
the District 10 website at
sjd10.com or contact the Event
Organizer, Denelle Fedor at
denelle.fedor@sanjoseca.gov.
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DAVID & VICKI
HARRIS

2921 Villages Parkway,
San Jose

(408) 754-1572

DAN 
WALKER

Realtor® CalBRE #00758244

(408) 892-4813 
Dan.Walker@cbnorcal.com

KRAIG 
CONSTANTINO

kcreteam@gmail.com
www.KraigsListings.com

(408) 219-9122
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O’CONNOR

(408) 691-7322
poconnor@kw.com

SUSAN
BOERNER

(408) 921-7619
www.apr.com/sboerner

Susan.boerner@compass.com

Open Sat & Sun
1pm-4pm

6518 Mcabee
Road
$ 1,750,000
5 Beds | 3 Baths
2582 +/- sq. ft.

Therese Swan
408.656.8240

95120

REALTORS: YOUR AD COULD
BE HERE!

STARTING AT $89 PER ISSUE
Call now to place your ad by phone:

(408) 494-7000

THERESE 
SWAN

tswan@apr.com
AlmadenValleyRealEstate.com

(408) 656-8240

MARGARET &
DAVID YOST

team@yostgroup.com

(408) 599-2130 
www.YostGroup.com
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Michael W Boyd, Owner
Cell 408-391-2809
Off. 408-371-5040
Fax 408-371-1083
www.Boydstreeservice.com
boydstree@yahoo.com
Cont. Lic.  2-23-1993

Boyd’s Tree Service - Since 1984

Tree Service

Tree trimming, Structural pruning, Tree
removal, Stump grinding and landscape
maintenance. Find us on Yelp.

“Reach your friends
and your community

with your number one
neighborhood 

news source - the
Almaden Times!”

Shoe Repair
Kitchen/Bath

Driving School

Advantage Driving School is the premier driving school in northern Califor-
nia. Advantage Driving School has trained more than 

300,000 students to drive safely since 1994. We offer complete 
programs for both traditional classroom and online courses. 

Driver Training is the behind the wheel training which prepares your 
child to pass the driving test at the DMV. We also offer complete programs
for adults and senior citizens. If you have never driven or just need some

supplemental instruction to improve your driving skills, we are just the
school for you! We believe Advantage Driving School offers a great 

combination of experienced driving instructors and affordable prices! 
Location: 5440 Thornwood Drive, Suite F; 

Hours: 9 am-5 pm M-F 9 am–12 noon S-S; Phone: 408.363.4182; Email:
info@advantagedriversed.com | Website: advantagedriversed.com

Property Management

Singles

Almaden Valley 
(Senior) Singles 

The organization that brings single 

residents of Almaden Valley (95120) 

over 65 to enjoy a social life close to home and

take part in 

community service.

Come and join us for our monthly breakfast

which are held at 9 a.m. on the third Tuesday of

each month at 

Cup and Saucer, 

Princeton Plaza Mall, 1375

Blossom Hill Road.

408.556.9143

TimesClassifieds
Call (408)494-7000 to place an ad

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Company.
NOT just a discount plan, REAL 
coverage for [350] procedures. 
Call 1-866-956-9058 for details.
www.dental50plus.com/almaden

Window Services

Dental Insurance

Software Systems Engineer
Elo Touch Solutions, Inc. in 
Milpitas, California is looking 
for a Software Systems Engineer
to define and create test plans,
test strategies, test cases,
scripts, and manage defects.
Travel required: 10% domestic
and international. Send resume
to Cindy Pipes, HR, Elo Touch
Solutions, 670 N. McCarthy
Blvd., Milpitas, CA 95035.

Employment

Sr. Investment Officer – San Jose, CA
Customary duties of Sr. Investment Officer
including performing financial due diligence,
monitoring financial investments, developing
and implementing investment and hedging
strategies for investment portfolio, and relat‐
ed professional duties. Reqs: Master's degree
in Management or related + 3 years of expe‐
rience which includes performing financial
due diligence and managing financial assets.
Send CV to Altamont Pharmaceutical Hold‐
ings LLC at altamont@altamontpharma.com.

Employment





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


