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KUDOS of the MONTH: Junior Achievement

VARIETY

DINING

ON ARCHITECTURE

SPORTS
Junior Achievement, celebrating 

its 100th year, is a volunteer-de-
livered organization 
that encourages 
students from kin-
dergarten through 
12th grade to 
foster work-readiness, entrepre-
neurship  and  financial  literacy 
skills, and to provide experien-
tial learning to inspire students to 
dream big and reach their poten-
tial.

JA volunteers are business peo-
ple, college students, parents, and 
retirees. These dedicated individ-
uals are the foundation of the or-
ganization. They provide experi-

ential learning opportunities for 
students, both in and out of the 
classroom.

JA helps students realize that 
the education they are getting to-
day will help them have a bright 
future tomorrow. Its unique, vol-
unteer-delivered programs show 
students all of the possibilities 
that lay before them. The students 
begin to realize they can choose 
different paths: College? A specif-
ic trade? Start their own business? 
Through volunteer participation, 

be it organizations or individuals, 
the following statistics below can 
begin to change in the nation’s 

communities:
• 20 percent of U.S. 
students will not 

complete high school 
on time and earn a diploma.

• 49 percent of U.S. employers 
recognize that talent shortages 
impact their ability to serve 
clients and customers.

• 36 percent of Americans say 
that they have at some point in 
their lives felt their financial 
situation was out of control.

• 91 percent of millennials wish 

they had greater access to entre-
preneurial education programs.

For more information, visit 
www.jaok.org.

INSPIRING STUDENTS: Ju-
nior Achievement of Oklahoma 
inspired more than 59,300 stu-
dents statewide during the 2018-
2019 school year.
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Route 66 Rises with Sculpture Dedication

Mayor G.T. Bynum welcomed 
Lieutenant Governor Matt Pinnell 
to Tulsa July 2 for the dedication 
and ribbon-cutting at the “Route 
66 Rising” sculpture at the Avery 
Traffic  Circle  –  East  Admiral 
Place and Mingo Road.

“Route 66 is rising in Tulsa 
right now,” Bynum said. “Tulsa is 
the birthplace of Route 66, thanks 
to Cyrus Avery. Tulsa is home to 
one of the world’s foremost histo-
rians on Route 66, Michael Wal-
lis. And now there is a new sense 
of revitalization along Route 66, 
with venues like Mother Road 
Market drawing new visitors and 
Buck Atom greeting travelers as 
they cruise through Tulsa. It is a 
special time in the history of this 
American icon, and we are excit-
ed for this latest improvement.”

Joy Avery, granddaughter of 
Cyrus  Avery  –  Father  of  Route 
66, was a special guest and 
speaker at the event. Avery, a for-
mer Tulsa County Commissioner 
and Oklahoma State Highway 
Commissioner, also served as 
a Consulting Highway Special-
ist to the U.S. Bureau of Public 
Roads. Cyrus Avery lived in Tul-
sa during the planning stages of 
Route 66 as a national highway, 
and  he  was  influential  in  bring-
ing the highway through Tulsa, 
including a bridge across the Ar-
kansas River.

“Route 66 Rising” is approx-
imately 70 feet wide and 30 feet 
high. This $682,000 project was 
funded by Vision 2025, a Tul-
sa County sales tax from 2004 
through 2016 that provided for 
regional economic development 
and capital improvements. Vi-
sion 2025 included $15 million 
for projects on Route 66 in Tulsa. 
Beginning in 2017, the Vision Tul-
sa sales tax replaced Vision 2025 
within the city limits of Tulsa.

An artist from New Mexico, 

which is another state along Route 
66, created the “Route 66 Rising” 
sculpture. The artist, Eric F. Gar-
cia, said his work was inspired by 
“a time when the Oklahoma dust 
bowl was a reminder of the hard 
times during the Depression and 
how the Old Route was a symbol 
of hope.”

The intersection of Admiral 
Place and Mingo Road has been 
named the Avery Traffic Circle, in 
honor of Cyrus Avery. This loca-
tion is on the original 1926-1932 
alignment of Route 66.
Avery  Traffic  Circle  also  is  the 

former site of Cyrus Avery’s tour-
ist court. With full-brick Tudor 
Revival architecture, the tourist 
court consisted of an auto service 
and  gas  station,  the  Old  English 
Inn restaurant, and tourist cabins.

 

Tulsa Mayor Bynum
Welcomes Lt. Gov.

Pannell to Route 66
Rising Historic Event

GTR Newspapers photo

MOTHER ROAD RIBBON CUTTING:  Present at the Route 66 Rising ribbon cutting on July 2 are, from 
left,  Rhys Martin; Executive Director & CEO of the Route 66 Alliance Ken Busby, Tulsa County Commission-
er Karen Keith,  Tulsa City Councilor Jeannie Cue, Oklahoma Lt. Gov. Matt Pinnell,  Joy Avery, Tulsa Mayor 
G.T. Bynum, Tulsa City Councilor Phil Lakin Jr., Miss Route 66 and Mrs. Oklahoma.

GTR Newspapers photo

ROUTE 66 RISING:    The “Route 66 Rising” sculpture was created 
by New Mexico artist Eric. F. Garcia. It is approximately 70 feet wide 
and 30 feet high and stands at the intersection of Admiral Place and 
Mingo Road known as the Avery Traffic Circle, in honor of Cyrus Avery. 
This location is on the original 1926-1932 alignment of Route 66.
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The Tulsa Zoo presents Washed 
Ashore: Art to Save the Sea 
through Jan. 5, 2020. Made en-
tirely of plastic debris collected 
from beaches, Washed Ashore 
sculptures unmask the impacts of 
plastic pollution on oceans, wa-
terways and wildlife.

Tulsa Zoo guests can view 11 
colorful, larger-than-life sculp-
tures of aquatic animals on dis-
play throughout the zoo. This 
temporary exhibit is included in 
the cost of regular zoo admis-
sion.

The artwork was created by the 
non-profit organization Washe-
dAshore.org dedicated to edu-
cating about plastic pollution 
through art. Oregon-based artist 
Angela Haseltine Pozzi and her 
team of volunteers constructed 
each piece from plastic litter col-
lected on West Coast beaches.

Guests are invited to get up 
close to view the sculptures, 
which range from a 10-foot-tall 
Adélie penguin, a 6-foot-tall river 
otter, to a 6-foot-long clownfish 
with anemones, multiple jellyfish 
and more.

“We want everyone to examine 
the artwork closely. You can find 
everything from flip flops, tooth-
brushes and bottle caps, to combs, 
pails and shovels, and plastic bot-
tles, all collected from beaches,” 
said Washed Ashore Executive 
Director John Tannous. “The goal 
of the art is to get people to think 
about what they buy. When you 
are no longer using a package or 
product, it does not disappear. Ev-
ery piece of plastic in the exhibit 
was once purchased by some-
body.”

The poignant sculptures rep-
resent the more than 315 billion 
pounds of plastic in oceans today.

“Exhibits like this are a way to 
connect our actions to wildlife 
conservation,” said Terrie Correll, 
Tulsa Zoo president and CEO. 
“These sculptures are a power-
ful reminder of our personal re-
sponsibility, even in landlocked 
Oklahoma. Bringing together art 
and conservation, Washed Ashore 
will visually represent why reduc-
ing one-time use plastics is vitally 
important.”

The zoo is in a unique position 
to educate guests about how their 
actions impact wildlife and lead 
the community in conservation. 
As part of the zoo’s green practic-
es, the Tulsa Zoo is moving away 
from plastic that is used once and 
thrown away. 

The zoo’s efforts to reduce its 
ecological footprint were recog-
nized by the Metropolitan En-
vironmental Trust, which grant-
ed the 2018 America Recycles 
Award to the Tulsa Zoo. Also in 
2018, the zoo received the Henry 
Bellmon Sustainability Award for 
mid-sized businesses from Sus-
tainable Tulsa.

 
About the Tulsa Zoo

The Tulsa Zoo is Green Coun-
try’s largest paid daily attraction, 
welcoming more than 700,000 
guests each year, it is owned by 
the City of Tulsa and managed by 
Tulsa Zoo Management, Inc., a 
501(c)(3) non-profit organization. 
For more information about the 
Tulsa Zoo, visit www.tulsazoo.
org or call 918-669-6600.

Follow @Tulsa Zoo on Face-
book, Instagram, Twitter, Pinter-
est and YouTube.
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Washed Ashore: Art to
Save the Sea Exhibit
Appears at Tulsa Zoo

GTR Newspapers photo

BRADY THE ADELIE PENGUIN: The10-foot-tall Adélie penguin 
stands on an iceberg at the entrance to the Tulsa Zoo.  

GTR Newspapers photo

PLASTICS ASHORE:  Zoo visitors look at examples of plastics taken 
from our oceans that are part of the Washed Ashore exhibit.

http://www.misshelens.com
http://www.daveforsenate.com
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During the recent horrific flooding which 
impacted hundreds of 
homes and businesses, 
many public and private 
agencies stepped up to help 
those affected.  The task of 
pulling all these responsive 
agencies and people togeth-
er to provide a coordinated 
and effective response re-
quires there to be a single 
point of contact that over-
sees the relief efforts.  A 
single point that can priori-
tize where resources should 
be deployed, can communi-
cate both the current situa-
tion and the expected next 
events, and answer all the 
questions from both re-
sponders and the citizens. 

In Tulsa County, those 
leadership responsibilities 
fall to the staff of the Tulsa 
Area Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (TAEMA), 
formerly known as the 
Tulsa City-County Civil 
Defense Agency.  Under 
the skillful and steady hand of Director Joe 
Kralicek, TAEMA mobilized a massive ef-

fort to warn, protect, remove, and coordi-
nate evacuations through-
out the areas flooded.  

From the Emergency 
Operations Center (EOC) 
Joe and his team brought 
together the federal, state, 
county and city elected 
leaders to stay on top of the 
minute-by-minute changes 
in the flood waters and to 
strategically deploy infor-
mation and resources as 
the impact of the flooding 
changed hour by hour. 

TAEMA’s role is to en-
sure that Tulsa’s govern-
mental leaders, who rou-
tinely make decisions on 
their own, come to a deci-
sive consensus on an action 
plan to address the state of 
affairs. 

Very few citizens prob-
ably know about TAEMA 
until a crisis hits and the 
TAEMA team rolls into 
action.  TAEMA provides 
services which include 

emergency operations planning, staffing the 
EOC, coordinating emergency services, as-

sessment of damages, providing public in-
formation about personal safety procedures 
during the disaster, etc.  They are also re-
sponsible for Tulsa’s emergency siren and 
public address system. 

Educating us on our personal responsibil-
ities to be prepared and protected is at the 
heart of TAEMA’s mission.  They do this 
by conducting area training all year long, 
speaking to community organizations, keep-
ing up with the latest technology designed 
for disaster responsiveness, and bringing 
Federal recourses when we need it. 

Recently TAEMA released a family pre-
paredness app for mobile devices known 
as “Tulsa Ready,” designed to help citizens 
create family plans for dealing with disas-
ters.

To stay up to date on the latest information, 
training, and technology for the manage-
ment of emergencies, the staff at TAEMA 
participates in training provided by FEMA, 
Oklahoma’s Department of Emergency 
Management, Homeland Security, and other 
sources to keep up with the latest develop-
ments in emergency management. 

While each weather event creates unique 
and unknown threats TAEMA knows any 
response activity will require an immediate 
and coordinated response. TAEMA contin-
ues to prioritize monitoring weather and 

activate the warning system when needed. 
Response readiness requires not only TAE-
MA but also many response partners to be 
prepared to accelerate operations with little 
or no notice. 

The citizens of Tulsa County are in good 
hands and well protected thanks to the 
skills, dedication, and faithful discharge of 
duties by the team at TAEMA.
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From Tulsa 
County

By COMMISSIONER
RON PETERS

Top 10% in the nation 
Physical, Occupational and Speech Therapy

KaiserRehab.com

Tulsa Area Emergency Management Agency (TAEMA)
Gave Tulsa County True Leadership During Flooding

Weathering the Storm After Historic Flooding
If there’s one thing Tulsans do 

best, it’s our ability to overcome 
obstacles. The resilience and will-
ingness of every-
one who worked 
long hours and 
helped others 
during Tulsa’s 
May flooding has 
been inspiring.

From mid-May 
to early June, Tul-
sa experienced 
severe weather 
and historic flood-
ing. The Arkansas 
River was flow-
ing at its fastest 
rate in more than 
30 years, putting 
lives, structures 
and areas along the 
river at risk. Wide-
spread rainfall 
created a flooding 
emergency, multi-
ple tornadoes left 
behind damage, 
and a 70-year-
old levee system 
put Tulsa to the test. The night of 
Monday, May 20, severe storms 
and an EF-1 tornado hit North Tul-
sa. Then Wednesday, May 22, an 
EF-0 tornado struck south Tulsa 
leaving downed power lines and 
widespread tree limb debris.

Yet, it’s in trying times when you 
see what a community is really 
made of. Following days of severe 

weather, storms, 
hail, downpours, 
and fear that the 
Arkansas Riv-
er was going to 
expose Tulsa’s 
earthen levee 
system, Tulsans 
and all of our re-
sponders worked 
together to help 
our fellow neigh-
bors in these try-
ing times. With 
patience and 
after 10 straight 
days of disas-
ter response, we 
caught a break 
in the weather, 
allowing Lake 
Keystone to dip 
below its flood 
pool, alleviating 
flooding issues 
downstream.

I’m proud to 
say that our operation ran like a 
well-oiled machine through com-
munication and teamwork to keep 
residents safe. From different lev-
els of government, to non-profit 
agencies, to utility companies, 
the common thread that bound us 

together was giving everything 
we had to our community. I’m 
incredibly grateful for the Army 
Corps of Engineers who kept us 
updated throughout the event. I’m 
also thankful for Governor Kevin 
Stitt, Vice President Mike Pence, 
FEMA Director Pete Gaynor, our 
Congressional delegation, and 
state legislators for their continued 
support throughout the event. 

At this point in time, we have 
now turned to recovery. President 
Trump approved an Oklahoma Di-
saster Declaration on June 1, mak-
ing federal funding available for 
those affected by the storms.

The primary river flood damage 
we sustained in Tulsa was our in-
frastructure. I’m told River Parks 
estimates close to $8 million worth 
of damages to their trail systems. 
As a city, we are looking at ap-
proximately $5 million that we 
will be seeking federal reimburse-
ment for and we are continuing to 
evaluate damages and expenses 
from the severe weather events – 
primarily on roads, storm sewers 
and our parks.

Following disaster assessments, 
no residential structures in Tulsa 
took on water, but areas within 
Tulsa County were affected and 

some residents lost everything due 
to substantial flooding. FEMA has 
set up a Disaster Recovery Center 
at Case Community Center, 1050 
W. Wekiwa Road in Sand Springs 
for Tulsa county residents. It’s 
recommended homeowners, rent-
ers and businesses contact their 
insurance company and register 
with FEMA prior to visiting the 
center. To register, visit disasteras-
sistance.gov.

For those interested in volun-
teering, please call 211. You can 
also contribute to local non-profits 
helping in recovery efforts, by vis-
iting tulsacf.org/2019storms.

SHARON CAMERON for GTR Newspapers

RIVER RISING:  The Arkansas River as seen from the 51st Street Bridge along Interstate 44 during the late 
May, early June high water time throughout greater Tulsa.  

From Tulsa’s 
Mayor

By G.T. BYNUM
Mayor of Tulsa

facebook.com/theparksoftulsacounty

O’BRIEN PARK: This arial photo of 
O’Brien Park and Recreation Center, 6149 
N. Lewis Ave., was taken on May 22. The wa-
ter has since receded, and the county is work-
ing to get it fully restored.

http://kaiserrehab.com
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Regional Leaders Bring Waterway Concerns to D.C.
More than 80 business and com-

munity leaders carried the region’s 
call for levee repairs, waterway 
infrastructure and flood relief to 
Capitol Hill as part of the Tulsa 
Regional Chamber’s June One 
Voice Washington D.C. Fly-In.

The timing of the fly-in carried 
significant influence as federal 
officials discussed ongoing flood 
relief in the wake of historic flood-
ing along the Arkansas River and 
in northeast Oklahoma.

In addition to meeting with Okla-
homa’s congressional delegation, 
trip attendees met with James C. 
Dalton, director of civil works for 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 
Dalton leads, manages and directs 
the policy development, program-
ming, planning, design, construc-
tion, operation and maintenance 
activities of the Army Civil Works 
Program, a $6 billion annual pro-
gram of water and related land re-
sources.

Dalton announced he will reeval-
uate the Tulsa area’s $158 million 
in backlogged projects, particular-
ly the west Tulsa levee, which he 
said will likely move forward as 
a higher priority. To put the Army 
Corps priority list into perspective, 
the agency has nearly $100 billion 
in unfunded construction backlogs 
across the nation, Dalton said.

“Mr. Dalton addressed our con-
cerns with careful consideration 
for Oklahoma’s flooding and can-
didness regarding his agency’s 
own need for funding,” said Eliza-
beth Osburn, senior vice president 
of government affairs for the Tul-
sa Regional Chamber. “Mr. Dal-
ton and our elected officials from 
Oklahoma were attentive due to 
recent events and gave us a chance 

to make the case anew for these 
vital needs.”

Another highlight was a conver-
sation with Rep. Markwayne Mul-
lin, whose district contained some 
of the worst flooding in Oklaho-
ma. Mullin discussed his work 
connecting state leaders to feder-
al officials as flood waters rose. 
Mullin said he and others identi-
fied previously unknown hurdles 
that slowed reaction time between 
agencies. He also promised to 
clear those obstacles to speed co-
ordination in the future.

NASA Administrator and for-
mer U.S. Rep. Jim Bridenstine 
addressed the group on the fi-
nal day of the trip. He discussed 
plans to go back to the moon and 
eventually inhabit it as a launch-
ing point to Mars and beyond. He 
said he hopes the moon will soon 
be looked at as more than a refue-
ling station to Mars, suggesting the 
world’s first trillionaire would be 
the person who figures out how to 
mine the moon for rare metals and 
return them to Earth at a profit.

The OneVoice Washington D.C. 
Fly-In is the Chamber’s signature 
federal advocacy trip on behalf of 
the regional business community. 
The annual event helps build col-
laborative relationships between 
federal elected officials and the 
northeast Oklahoma business 
community. Business leaders, lo-
cal elected officials and regional 
suburban chamber leaders have 
the opportunity to speak to Okla-
homa’s congressional delegation 
about the federal priorities includ-
ed in the OneVoice Regional Leg-
islative Agenda, a list of policies 
endorsed by a coalition of more 
than 75 cities, counties, econom-

ic development organizations and 
education institutions across the 
Tulsa region.

The OneVoice agenda is now in 
its 12th year. The document has 
become a well-respected resource 
for state and federal policymakers.

“The OneVoice Regional Legis-
lative Agenda is the foundation for 
all of our advocacy efforts,” said 
Mike Neal, president and CEO 

of the Tulsa Regional Chamber. 
“That agenda is assembled collab-
oratively, and regionally endorsed, 
and it enables us to maximize our 
impact every time we meet with 
federal and state legislators. Those 
legislators see the agenda as a di-
rect reflection of our region’s most 
pressing needs, and it forms the 
basis for all of our discussions, 
especially during this important 

annual trip to Washington.”
In addition to meeting with Dal-

ton, Bridenstine and members of 
Oklahoma’s federal delegation, 
trip attendees met with policy ex-
perts from the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce, the Economic Devel-
opment Administration and the 
Department of Energy. Attendees 
also heard from Florida Rep. Fran-
cis Rooney. 

Courtesy Tulsa Regional Chamber

TULSA CONTINGENT: A group of the attendees from Tulsa and surrounding areas gathered on the 
east steps of the Capitol during the June One-Voice event. In the front at left is Mike Neal, Tulsa Regional 
Chamber CEO. 

GTR Newspapers photo

HONORING VETERANS:  The Military History Center in Broken Arrow hosted a Flag 
Day ceremony June 15. In the photo, Oklahoma’s First District Congressman Kevin Hern 
honors World War II veteran Oscar “Junior” Nipps. The event included ceremonial raising 
of the American flag, flags of each service branch, Medal of Honor flag, and flags of the 
Army Reserve, Air National Guard and 45th Infantry Division. 

GTR Newspapers photo

OZONE ALERT HONOREES:  Ozone Alert officials honored two Tulsans during the 
annual Ozone Alert kickoff held earlier this year at Oneok Field, the home of the Tulsa 
Drillers.  Honored were Rhonda Jeffries, third from left, and Michael Patton, second from 
left.  At left is Steve Piltz of the National Weather Service in Tulsa, and at right is Tulsa 
County Commissioner Karen Keith.  Jeffries and Patton were honored for their 20-plus 
years of volunteer communication efforts for the Ozone Alert program.  

http://www.aircoservice.com
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The Tulsa Awards for Theater 
Excellence (TATE) held its annual 
gathering in June, recognizing the-
atre organizations in our area for 
quality work presented last season. 
Theatre adds so much richness to 
our cultural scene, 
and this was a 
great year. If you 
are not a regular 
at theatrical per-
formances, I hope 
you will be in the 
future. If you are 
an aspiring thes-
pian, or raising 
one, please con-
tact local theater 
companies to see 
when auditions 
or workshops are 
scheduled.

Youth theatre 
takes the spot-
light in the weeks 
ahead. Theatre 
Tulsa’s summer 
programs for chil-
dren include two 
shows. The com-
pany’s Broadway 
beginners’ program welcomes chil-
dren, ages 5 to 8, in addition to an 
older group, ages 8 to 14. No the-
atre training or audition is required. 
This summer, the students will 
perform Disney’s “Aladdin Jr.,” 
July 12-14. Advanced teenagers are 
part of Theatre Tulsa’s Broadway 
Bound bootcamp. Their project is 
“RENT, the School Edition,” July 
19-21. All programs will take place 
at the Tulsa PAC.

Capping the month of July at 
the PAC is Choregus Productions’ 
Summer Heat International Dance 
Festival. I missed this festival in 
2017 and regretted it even more 

when I heard about the marvelous 
dancers and fascinating programs. 
Manuel Vignoulle is an award-win-
ning French choreographer, now 
based in New York. He formerly 
was with the Ballet du Grand The-

atre de Geneve and 
Cedar Lake Dance 
companies, which 
we have enjoyed 
at Summer Heat in 
the past. The Man-
uel Vignoulle-M/
motions company 
will demonstrate 
their honed tech-
nique and athlet-
icism during a 
world premiere 
slated for July 25. 

Giordano Dance 
Chicago is fea-
tured on July 27. 
The company was 
founded by Gus 
Giordano in 1963. 
He specialized 
in jazz dancing 
and appeared on 
Broadway. The 
troupe, now run by 

his family, is referred to as “Amer-
ica’s original jazz dance company.” 

On July 28, Fly Dance Company 
closes Choregus’ festival with its 
electric blend of street dance and 
classical music. They call their 
style “theatrical hip hop.” 

The Exchange Choreography 
Festival, in conjunction with Sum-
mer Heat, returns July 26-27. It 
draws dance-makers from across 
the country who put on new works 
and participate in a conversation 
with audience members and each 
other about the performances and 
contemporary dance.

Looking ahead, singer and pia-

no man Michael Cavanaugh pays 
tribute to the music of Billy Joel 
and Elton John at the PAC on Aug. 
1. Cavanaugh was handpicked by 
Joel to appear in Broadway’s “Mo-
vin’ Out,” which showcased Joel’s 
music. Cavanaugh was the center-
piece of that mega-hit show.

Two Canadian heartthrobs ap-
pear at the BOK Center in July. 
Michael Buble’s appearance sev-
eral years ago at the PAC, before 
he was over-the-moon popular, 
was one of the best pop concerts 
I have ever seen anywhere. This is 
Buble’s “Love” tour, and I know 
there will be lots of love to go 
around. His setlist includes “My 
Funny Valentine,” “When I Fall 
in Love,” “Sway” and “Cry Me a 
River.” Catch his show, July 15. 

Like Buble, Shawn Mendes hails 
from Canada. He attracted fans in 
2013 with a Vine clip he shared 
covering a Justin Bieber song. 
He’s only 21, but has racked up 
one hit after another, including 
“Stitches,” “Lost in Japan” (my 
favorite), and currently, “Senorita” 
(with Camila Cabello) and “If I 
Can’t Have You.”

In addition to his own music, 
the 25-song set will cover tunes 
by Coldplay, Whitney Houston 

and others. Along with his singing 
and songwriting, Mendes models 
for Calvin Klein and Armani. His 
concert is July 20.

Singer and TV personality Car-
di B also garnered an audience 
through Vine. She’s the only wom-
an to win the Grammy Award for 
Best Rap Album as a solo artist, 
and the only woman to have 10 
singles simultaneously on the Bill-
board Hot R&B/Hip-Hop chart. 
The BOK Center welcomes Cardi 
B on July 23. 

The River Spirit Casino Resort 
roars back with actor Tony Danza, 
July 19; REO Speedwagon, July 
27; and the band Chicago, Aug. 1. 
Best known for TV’s “Taxi” and 
“Who’s the Boss,” along with a 
memorable presence on Broadway 
in heavies like “The Iceman Com-
eth.” Danza presents a light-heart-
ed show that blends storytelling 
and American Songbook music. 

Both REO Speedwagon and Chi-
cago have toured every year they 
have been together. REO Speed-
wagon marked its 40th anniversa-
ry in 2007. Chicago’s music spans 
six decades!

Formed in 2009, The Head and 
the Heart, an Indie Folk band from 

Seattle, plays at the Brady Theatre, 
July 15. Country music and folk 
singer Robert Earl Keen appears at 
the Cain’s, July 19.

Across town at The Joint at Hard 
Rock Hotel and Casino, The Mar-
shall Tucker Band takes the stage 
on July 28, followed on Aug. 1 by 
Sugarland. Jennifer Nettles and 
Kristian Bush of Sugarland won 
five consecutive CMA Awards 
for Vocal Duo of the Year. I enjoy 
Nettles work. She has the most 
pleasing, engaging voice and great 
stage presence.

For other summertime options: 
spend evenings listening to music 
(free) at the Guthrie Green, at-
tend a Drillers’ game, and join the 
Circle Cinema in celebrating its 
91st year. Tulsa’s only non-profit 
theatre stages a film festival, July 
11-15. Festival programming will 
have an emphasis on independent 
films and filmmakers who have an 
Oklahoma connection. Films in-
clude documentaries, silent films 
and classics.

The livin’ is easy this time of 
year. Have fun tasting, exploring 
and savoring the entertainment 
coming our way in the weeks 
ahead.
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Show Buzz

By NANCY HERMANN

VARIETY

bringing balance and beauty to life

918.587.2566 • ihloffspa.com
Utica Square  •  83rd & Memorial  •  Hyatt Regency Downtown

EXPERIENCE OKLAHOMA’S MOST AWARD  
WINNING SALON & SPA

Tulsa’s Summertime Entertainment Peaks

MARSHALL TUCKER BAND: The southern rockers visit The Joint 
at Hard Rock Hotel and Casino July 28.

REO SPEEDWAGON: The 1970s and 80s rock band has toured every 
year since 1967. See them at River Spirit Casino July 27.

SUGARLAND: The multi-award-
winning duo entertains at the Hard 
Rock, Aug.1.

CHICAGO: The classic rock 
band brings six decades of music 
to the River Spirit Casino Aug. 1
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http://www.partyserve.com
http://ihloffspa.com
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“When the flower’s in bloom, the 
petals feel like wings” 

– Paul Benjaman

The Paul Benjaman Band is in 
full bloom and spreading its wings 
to bring the Tulsa Sound to France 
during a three-
week tour in July.

“Thank you 
all for your sup-
port through the 
years,” said Ben-
jaman on a recent 
Instagram post. 
“I never thought 
anything like this 
would ever be 
possible.”

Drummer Pat-
rick Ryan and 
bassist Paul Wil-
kes round out the 
European-bound 
trio that has been 
described as 
“the new Tulsa 
Sound.” 

“New Tulsa 
Sound” does not 
mean reinvented 
Tulsa Sound. The 
band stays true to 
the groove-based 
genre founded by its heroes J.J. 
Cale and Leon Russell with a style 
Benjaman describes as “bound-
ary-free, 70s-style rock.”

The band leaves for France on 
July 15, and as of press time, the 
tour dates have yet to be post-
ed. Check paulbenjaman.com for 
dates and other news about the 
tour. 

I would be hard pressed to find 
a better international ambassador 
for the Tulsa Sound both on and 
off the stage than Paul Benjaman. 
The people of France are getting a 
truly authentic dose of Tulsa music 
as well as the spirit and vibe that 
goes with it. Way to go Paul!

 Fall Festival Season  
Around the Corner

The dog days are officially here. 
And while it’s worth it to brave the 
heat for incredible outdoor music 
like the recent Woody Guthrie 
Festival in Okemah, by the time 
August gets here, it’s time to start 
looking ahead to the lineup of fes-
tivals that coincide with the highly 
anticipated cooler weather.

Here are a few of the upcoming 
festivals on my radar:

MisFEST
Not quite fall, but hopefully more 

fall-like weather will be in store 
for this year’s MisFEST: Music is 
She and She is Music Sept. 14 at 
Guthrie Green. 

This is year three for the one-day 
festival that celebrates women in 
music by providing a platform to 
help women succeed in the music 
industry. This year, MisFEST is 
moving from River West Festival 

Park to Guthrie Green in down-
town Tulsa. The lineup is still 
forthcoming, but if it’s on par with 
the last two years, which featured 
acts like Branjae, The Golden 
Ones, Lauren Barth, Nightingale, 
Rachel Bachman, Lincka, Faye 

Moffett, and 
more, you won’t 
be disappoint-
ed. Check out 
MisFest.com for 
more informa-
tion.

Medicine Stone
This is year sev-

en for the premier 
Red Dirt mu-
sic experience. 
With a lineup 
hand picked by 
festival found-
ers Jason Boland 
(Jason Boland 
and the Straglers) 
and Evan Felker 
(Turnpike Trou-
badores), the fes-
tival draws thou-
sands of Red Dirt 
fans from all over 
the country for 
three days of mu-

sic and camping along the Illinois 
River.

In addition to the annual appear-
ance by the organizers, Jason Bo-
land and Turnpike Troubadours, 
this year’s lineup includes Parker 
McColum, Todd Snider, Cody 
Canada and the Departed, John 
Fullbright, American Aquarium, 
and many more. 

The seventh annual Medicine 
Stone will be held Sept. 20-22 
at Diamondhead Resort in Tah-
lequah. For the full lineup, visit 
medicinestoneok.com.

Stone River
Medicine Stone is not the only 

must-see festival being held the 
first weekend of Autumn. Sept. 
20-22 is also the date of the 10th 
Annual Stone River Festival, held 
on 40 acres of private wooded 
land three miles north of Chandler, 
Oklahoma.

Stone River, which features a 
playground and other play areas for 
children is a more family friendly 
gathering than the aformentioned 
Medicine Stone Festival. It’s a 
weekend of grassroots music, 
showcasing primarily Oklahoma 
bands/musicians, as well as food 
trucks, and arts and crafts vendors 
that the whole family can enjoy. A 
portion of the proceeds from this 
year’s festival will be donated to 
the Little Light House in Tulsa, an 
organization that provides aid and 
support for young children with 
physical and mental challenges.

MOJOFest
Tulsan Jamie Oldaker and his 

wife Mary, along with the legend-
ary Church Studio are hosting the 

third annual MOJOFest on Oct. 
5.  This year’s festival, held in 
the Pearl District of Tulsa, just off 
Leon Russell Road at 3rd Street 
and South Trenton Avenue, comes 
on the heals of Oldaker reuniting 
with his old bandmate Eric Clap-
ton, which will happen Sept. 20-
21 at the Crossroads Festival in 
Dallas. And while Oldaker’s  MO-
JOFest lineup may not compare 
with Crossroads in terms of star 
power, the Tulsa Sound Pioneer 
puts his musical connections to 
use to book acts from around the 
country, as well as some local fa-
vorites.

Oldaker’s original Sand Springs 
band, the Rogues Five are expect-
ed to play, as is John Fullbright, 
The Subdudes out of New Orle-
ans, and, the High Priestess of 
Soul herself, Ann Bell. 

MOJOFest benefits Tulsa Day 
Center for the Homeless, so go to 
facebook.com/MOJOFestTulsa/ 
and get your tickets. It’s good mu-
sic for a good cause.

Brad James: At Fellowship Hall
No, that’s not the name of a Fall 

festival. I’m switching topics be-
fore I run out of room to give a 
quick shout out to Brad James 
Band for recently completing the 
studio album, Brad James Band 
at Fellowship Hall, named after 
Fellowship Hall Sound in Little 
Rock Arkansas, a recording studio 
famous for great sound engineer-
ing and one of the best two-inch 
analog tape machines in this part 
of the country.

The official release date is Aug. 
9, but you can preorder your digi-
tal album, cd or vinyl today. Con-
gratulations to Brad James and 
the rest of the band. I can’t wait 
to hear the full album. You can 
listen to one track and preorder 
the album at bradjamesbandtulsa.
com.

Stay cool out there music fans. It 
won’t be long before cooler tem-
peratures arrive, inspiring us all 
to get outside and keep searching, 
keep listening.
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Applications  •  Hearings  •  Appeals
We've Helped Thousands Get the Benefits They Deserve

Bill Gordon & Associates, a nationwide practice, represents clients before the Social Security Administration. Member of the TX & NM Bar 
Associations. Mail: 1420 NW St Washington D.C. Office: Broward County Florida. Services may be provided by associated attorneys licensed 
in other states.

(855) 686-1799
Start The Process Today!

Social Security Disability Claim?Need Help With Your

This is real dental insurance from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company  
that helps pay for over 350 procedures – cleanings, fillings, crowns, even dentures.

• No annual maximum, no deductible
• See any dentist you want – including your own
• Over 50? Coverage as low as $1 per day

AW19-1034

*Individual Plan. Coverage not available in all states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/ certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. 
This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: 
P150OK; TN: P150TN)
6197

Call now to get this FREE Information Kit

1-855-496-9612     dental50plus.com/grtrtulsa

Schedule your free design consultation

(888) 343-5490
Enjoy more space with custom pull-out  

shelves for your existing cabinets.

TRANSFORM YOUR HOME AND  
UPGRADE YOUR STORAGE

®

*Limit one offer per household. Applies to purchases of 5 or more Classic or Designer Glide-
Out™ shelves. Lifetime warranty valid for Classic or Designer Solutions. Expires 6/30/2019

BUY 5,  GET 1  FREE

Tulsa Sound Goes International; Fall Festivals on the Horizon

Searching for
The Sound

By BRYAN CANTRELL

VIVA LA TULSA SOUND: Paul Benjaman, pictured 
here at a recent Fourth of July gig, is taking his three-
piece band to France for a three-week tour in July.

MEDICINE STONE: Ben Han of Red Dirt Rangers 
entertains fans from across the country at last year’s 
Medicine Stone Festival at Diamondhead Resort on 
the banks of the Illinois River. This year’s festival, 
held at Diamondhead again, runs Sept. 20-22.
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http://www.okmhm.org
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DINING OUT IN GREATER TULSA

Read More at

www.GTRNews.com

Tulsa Club Chamber an Impressive Downtown Addition

By BLAKE AUSTYN
Contributing Writer

Downtown Tulsa’s Deco Dis-
trict welcomed a long-time friend 
back to the neighborhood, with 
the reopening of the revitalized 
Tulsa Club Hotel, 115 E. 5th St., 
which opened in May of this year. 
The hotel’s restaurant, Chamber, 
opened in mid-June.

Tulsa Club’s history began when 
it was founded in 1925 as a high-so-
ciety club for wealthy oil barons. It 
moved into the Tulsa Club building 
after construction was completed 
in 1927. The club continued to be 
profitable for many decades until 
economic decline caused it to close 
its doors in 1994. 

However, after the purchase of 
the shuttered building by the Ross 
Group, it is experiencing a rebirth 
as a boutique hotel in a revitalized 
downtown.

The Chamber restaurant is locat-
ed slightly below the hotel’s main 
entrance level. The restaurant also 
has its own entrance near the cor-
ner of 5th Street and Cincinnati 
Avenue.

Chamber opens daily for break-
fast and remains open for lunch 
and through the evening hours.

Its dinner menu features appetiz-
ers, soups and salads, and entrees, 
plus a la carte sides.

I started with the drink menu, 
which features a number of spe-
cialty cocktails. I chose the First 
Lady - grapefruit vodka, St Ger-
main, prosecco. This drink, the 
bartender said, is very popular 
and, I learned, for good reason. It 
comes with edible flowers in an 
ice cube; it’s a beautiful drink both 
for the eyes and the tastebuds, re-
freshing and effervescent.

For our appetizers, we chose 
both the Fried Pimento Cheese and 
Shrimp Cocktail Tostados.

If you like cheese and pimentos, 
you will like the Fried Pimento 
Cheese. The app is pretty straight 

forward: two cheese balls with 
nice seasonings and jalapeño pep-
per jelly to add moistness.

The tostados were delectably 
delicious. I could have done with 
another plate of them. The combi-
nation of shrimp, guacamole and 
cocktail sauce make for a beautiful 
flavor, sitting atop a tostado and a 
bed of micro greens. A refreshing 
combination.

For our entrees, we chose the 
Seared Scottish Salmon and the 
Pepper Lavender Seared Ahi Tuna 
Salad.

The salmon had a skin that I need-
ed to take off, but after that was 
done, the warm spinach, cherry 
tomatoes and roasted cauliflower 
combined for a tasty flavor compli-
mented nicely by the fennel apple 
relish and pomegranate balsamic. 

My partner ordered the Ahi Tuna 
Salad, with well done tuna. Her 
reason for ordering the dish was 
on our server’s recommendation 
due to the dish featuring edible 
flowers and also the lavender fla-
voring. Yet, the dish had no no-
ticeable lavender flavor nor edible 
flowers. (We later found out that 

they had run out of the flowers.)
Despite all of that, the dish still 

had a very enjoyable flavor with 
its combination of mixed greens, 

red onion, berries, cucumber and 
almonds. The flavors were memo-
rable and made us want to try the 
dish again when all of its ingredi-

ents are in stock.
Dinner reservations at the Cham-

ber are encouraged. To make a res-
ervation, call 918-582-5722.

Local Dining

TASTY OFFERINGS: The First 
Lady, a popular Chamber cocktail 
made of grapefruit vodka, St. Ger-
main and prosecco, complete with 
an ice cube filled with edible flowers, 
sits next to shrimp cocktail tostados. 

SEARED SCOTTISH SALMON: One of Chamber’s seafood entrees, 
topped with warm spinach, cherry tomatoes and roasted cauliflower. Oth-
er entree offerings include filet mignon, ribeye, lobster tail and pork chops.

CHAMBER WELCOME: Chamber General Manager Chelsea Hill and 
Assistant General Manager Clint Walker welcome guests to the restaurant 
of the Tulsa Club Hotel, 115 E. 5th St. The chamber’s art deco interior 
pays homage to its history. In the background is the restaurant’s bar that 
looks out onto Cincinnati Avenue.

BLAKE AUSTYN for GTR Newspapers
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BLAKE AUSTYN for GTR Newspapers

http://www.robinsonglass.com
http://www.millerhospicetulsa.com
http://www.cajuned.com
http://www.hummingbirdelectric.com
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PSO Contributes to Adaptive Sports Complex

A $150,000 gift that contribut-
ed to the building of an adaptive 
sports complex at Tulsa’s Cen-
ter for Individuals with Physical 
Challenges was recognized June 
27 during a special ceremonial 
“big check” presentation at The 
Center.

The gift from the American 
Electric Power Foundation (AEP 
Foundation) was presented by 
Public Service Company of Okla-
homa (PSO) President and Chief 
Operating Officer Peggy Sim-
mons.  PSO is a subsidiary of 
AEP.

“On behalf of the AEP Founda-
tion, PSO is pleased and honored 
to formally recognize The Cen-
ter for the great work it does to 
address the needs of those who 
have physical challenges,” said 
Simmons.  “The Center’s efforts 
relate directly to one of our core 
values, which is inclusion, and 
how our entire community bene-
fits when we seek to provide op-
portunities that enhance quality 
of life for everyone.”   

The AEP Foundation’s con-
tribution was part of a capital 
campaign launched in 2014 that 
raised more than $12 million.  
The result of the campaign is 

the 37,000-square-foot Hardesty 
Family Adaptive Sports Complex, 
which opened earlier this year on 
the northeast corner of 11th Street 
and Utica Avenue, adjacent to 
The Center’s main facility at 8th 
Street and Utica Avenue.

“The Center is incredibly thank-
ful to the entire community of 
supporters who contributed to 
this campaign.  Through the ad-
dition of The Hardesty Adaptive 
Sports Complex, The Center will 
not only enhance many of our 
services, but we will be able to 
expand our reach as well, most 
notably through the opportunity 
to serve physically challenged 
children and youth through sum-
mer camps and after-school pro-
grams,” said Lori A. Long, exec-
utive director at The Center.

“We are most grateful for our re-
lationship with the AEP Founda-
tion and Public Service Company 
of Oklahoma.  Their generosity in 
the Tulsa metro area and support 
of at-risk and underserved popu-
lations truly reflects their value of 
‘putting passion into action, im-
proving the lives of people living 
in the communities we serve.’  It 
is because of supporters like them 
that we can improve the quality 

of life for many Tulsans, while 
building a community that fosters 
hope, health and humanity,” add-
ed Long.

In addition to the AEP Founda-
tion gift, The Center earned nearly 
$21,000 in PSO rebates for ener-
gy efficiency, and plans to use the 

funds to continue retrofitting vari-
ous aspects of its facilities that will 
qualify for additional rebates and 
provide ongoing energy savings.

AEP Foundation Donates
$150,000 to The Center 

for Individuals with 
Physical Challenges

OklahOma heart InstItute and hIllcrest medIcal center
hOnOr twO lOng-tIme VOlunteers and ww II Veterans

GREAT CITIZENS:  In recognition of the 75th anniversary of D-Day, Oklahoma Heart Institute and Hillcrest Medical Center honored two longtime volunteers and World War II Navy 
veterans, Morris Neighbors and Melvin Rippetoe. Mr. Rippetoe, hospital corpsman, volunteers at Oklahoma Heart Institute and has been a volunteer within Hillcrest since 1995; and 
Mr. Neighbors, Radarman 2nd class, has volunteered at Hillcrest for 20 years and works at its fitness center.  In the photo at left are, from left, hospital volunteer and veteran Melvin 
Rippetoe; in the center standing, Kevin Nowak, Oklahoma Heart Institute CEO; and at right is hospital volunteer and veteran Morris Neighbors.  In the photo at right, Hillcrest personnel 
and visitors welcome Melvin Rippetoe and Morris Neighbors. 

APPRECIATIVE GIFT: Lori Long, executive director of The Center for Individuals with Physical Challenges, 
second from right, shows her appreciation for the gift from the AEP Foundation and PSO.  At right in the photo 
is Peggy Simmons, PSO president and chief operating officer.  The additional five in the photo are, from left, Sean 
Kouplen, Oklahoma Secretary of Commerce; Jeff Brown, PSO manager for consumer programs, and lead for 
PSO’s ADAPT Employee Resource Group; Tiffini Jackson, PSO vice president for external affairs; State Senator 
David Rader, Tulsa; and Tom McPherson, AEP IT manager in Tulsa and a board member at The Center.
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EDUCATION
 Oklahoma Fund for Teachers Announces Grant
 In Honor of Teacher of the Year Donna Gradel

The Oklahoma Fund for Teach-
ers has announced the establish-
ment of an annual teacher profes-
sional development grant in honor 
of Broken Arrow High School en-
vironmental science teacher Don-
na Gradel, the current reigning 
Oklahoma Teacher of the Year 
and a top-four finalist for National 
Teacher of the Year.

Gradel, a two-time Fund for 
Teachers fellow, was honored at a 
recent reception at the Oklahoma 
School of Science and Mathemat-
ics in Oklahoma City. The event 
was hosted by the national Fund 
for Teachers, the Oklahoma Foun-
dation for Excellence and the Tul-
sa Community Foundation, which 
partner to administer Oklahoma 
Fund for Teachers grants.

Gradel received a framed certif-
icate announcing the fund, which 
will provide a professional devel-
opment opportunity for an Okla-
homa teacher who, like Gradel, is 
“helping students become problem 
solvers and world changers.”            

During the reception, Gradel 
shared how her Fund for Teach-
ers fellowships to Kenya in 2012 
and 2015 helped lay the ground-
work for student projects to pro-
vide clean water and high protein 
foods for children suffering from 
protein deficiency. She described 
how she engaged students in 

problem-solving design projects 
and took student groups to Kenya 
to build a large-scale aquaponics 
system and, later, a fish-food sys-
tem. Last summer, she returned to 
Kenya with a third student group 
to build a chicken coop and chick-
en-food harvesting facility.  Her 
students are now preparing for a 
large-scale production of low-cost 
sustainable fish and chicken food 
with the goal of helping thousands 
of children suffering from protein 
deficiency.

“My students who worked on 
these projects and those who were 
able to travel to Kenya will never 
be the same,” Gradel said. “Their 
trajectory in life has changed. 
They have the mindset that they 
can make a difference in the world. 
They have the confidence and grit 
it takes to work on solving rele-
vant real-world problems.”

The Fund for Teachers Reception 
also recognized a new tribal alli-
ance comprised of the Chickasaw 
Nation, Cherokee Nation, Citizen 
Potawatomie Nation, the Ponca 
Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma and 
the Muscogee (Creek) Nation who 
are helping support grants for 27 
teachers through the 2019 Oklaho-
ma Fund for Teachers Program.

“The Oklahoma Foundation for 
Excellence recognizes the tre-
mendous positive influence Na-

tive American tribes are to our 
state’s educational endeavors,” 
said Foundation President Cathryn 
Render, explaining that the foun-
dation reached out to tribes with 
the goal of encouraging teach-
ers with Native American tribal 
membership to apply for Fund 
for Teachers fellowships. “We are 
very proud of these five founding 
members for stepping up to rec-
ognize the value of the amazing 
Fund for Teachers program. And 
of course, we are delighted that 
over 23 percent of the fellows se-
lected this year were indeed tribal 
members.”  

Gradel also thanked the Tribal 
Alliance for the investment they 
are making in Oklahoma teachers. 
“You are going to get an amazing 
return on that investment in the 
form of greater engagement in the 
classroom and greater learning po-
tential for our students.”

Since 2002, more than 1,000 
Oklahoma teachers have re-
ceived Fund for Teachers grants 
totaling over $3.6 million, pro-
viding self-designed summer 
professional development ex-
periences in the United States 
and around the world. In 2006, 
Oklahoma became the first state 
in the nation to offer grants to ed-
ucators statewide when the Okla-
homa Foundation for Excellence 

joined the national Fund for 
Teachers and the Tulsa Commu-
nity Foundation as state partners. 
Fund for Teachers fellowships 
empower teachers to explore 
their academic passions, deepen 
their scholarship and enhance 
their craft, said Karen Webb, ex-
ecutive director of the national 
Fund for Teachers.

“Through experiential learning, 
bold experimentation and the re-
alization of personal ambition, 
teachers are better equipped to 

impart tools and skills which 
serve their students far beyond 
the boundaries of the classroom,” 
Webb said. “Fund for Teachers 
knows that good teachers become 
great teachers when they have the 
resources to explore their subject 
matter in the real world and trans-
late it to their students and com-
munities.”     

For information on the Fund for 
Teachers program and 2019 fel-
lows, visit www.fundforteachers.
org. 

B.A. Teacher is a Top-Four Finalist 
For National Teacher of the Year

Courtesy photo

DONNA GRADEL FUND FOR TEACHERS:  Oklahoma Founda-
tion for Excellence President Cathy Render (left) and Executive Director 
Emily Stratton (right) join Fund for Teachers Executive Director Karen 
Webb (second from right) in presenting a certificate to Oklahoma Teach-
er of the Year Donna Gradel announcing the establishment of an annual 
“Donna Gradel Fund for Teachers Fellowship,” which will provide a 
grant to an Oklahoma teacher who, like Gradel, is helping students be-
come problem solvers and world changers. Gradel teaches environmen-
tal science at Broken Arrow High School.

http://tulsacc.edu
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BTW Graduate Earns Simon Youth Scholarship
Woodland Hills Mall honored 

Madison Dill, a graduate of Book-
er T. Washington High School, 
with a $1,500 scholarship check 
presentation in July.  The scholar-
ship is provided by Simon Youth 
Foundation, a national nonprofit 
that champions educational oppor-
tunities for students of all back-
grounds. Each year, SYF awards a 
scholarship to a deserving student 
who lives within 50 miles of a Si-
mon property. 

Dill plans to attend Oklahoma 
State University this fall. Through-
out her high school career, she 
was involved in several activities 
including the Spanish Club, Girls 
Rise Club, National Honor So-
ciety, National Society of High 
School Scholars, National Hispan-

ic Honor Society and was co-edi-
tor of the yearbook. She was also 
very active in her church, serving 
as a member of the Chapel Choir, 
Bell Choir and United Methodist 
Women. 

Simon Youth Foundation is a 
national nonprofit committed to 
helping students reach gradua-
tion day. SYF works toward this 
mission by partnering with local 
public school districts to launch 
Simon Youth Academies, alter-
native classroom settings located 
primarily in Simon Malls that 
provide students at risk of drop-
ping out with the personalized 
support needed to reach gradua-
tion day, and by providing Simon 
Youth Scholarships to graduat-
ing seniors who live near Simon 

centers. Since its inception, SYF 
has maintained a 90 percent grad-
uation rate at its 35 Simon Youth 
Academies in 15 states, helping 
more than 17,000 students earn 
their high school diplomas, and 
has awarded $17 million in schol-
arships. Visit syf.org to learn 
more.

Woodland Hills Mall is a 2-level, 
1 plus million square-foot, super 
regional shopping center anchored 
by Dillards, JC Penney and Ma-
cy’s.  The center features more 
than 120 fine stores, including 
over 60 stores unique to Tulsa.  
Among Woodland Hills Mall’s 
amenities are a carousel, a chil-
dren’s play area, a glass elevator 
and a food court with selections to 
suit everyone’s tastes.  

GTR Newspapers photo

EDUCATIONAL AWARD:  Madison Dill, right, is all smiles as she 
displays her scholarship check from the Simon Youth Foundation at the 
center Court of Woodland Hills Mall in July.  At left is Eileen Neighbors 
of Woodland Hills Mall.  

Tulsa Regional Chamber Celebrates Ribbon Cutting 
For Tulsa Tech Industry Training Center at Lemley

On a bright, sunny June after-
noon, dignitaries, elected offi-
cials and guests from throughout 
the Tulsa area recently celebrat-
ed a ribbon cutting for Tulsa 
Tech’s newest facility, the In-
dustry Training Center located at 
the Tulsa Tech Lemley Memorial 
campus at  3420 S. Memorial Dr. 
in Tulsa.

The 12,000-square-foot facility 
is designed to provide training in 
three main areas: welding, ma-
chining and workplace safety. 
The Industry Training Center 
had a “soft” opening last fall and 
is already buzzing with training 
for multiple companies.

“This is the first facility that 
Tulsa Tech has dedicated to cus-
tomized industry training and 
will allow for us to serve our 
business partners 24/7,” said Dr. 

Steve Tiger, Tulsa Tech Super-
intendent and CEO. “And the 
training that is taking place hap-
pens almost that often.”

Serving approximately 750 
companies over the last year, the 
training center will help to con-
tinue and expand the offerings 
of customized employee training 
for companies large and small. 
Fully adapted training opportu-
nities can be achieved at the new 
facility, one of six campus loca-
tions or on-location at the place 
of business.

“It doesn’t matter the size of 
the company or the industry, the 
number one thing that we hear 
about from companies looking to 
expand or relocate to our region 
is ‘can you help us find an avail-
able, skilled, well-trained work-
force,” said Mike Neal, president 

and CEO of the Tulsa Regional 
Chamber of Commerce. “The 
partnership that we have had 
with Tulsa Tech and the custom-
ized training that it is doing for 
companies is critically impor-
tant.”

Businesses are one of Tulsa 
Tech’s important stakeholders, 
as these partners are crucial in 
the development of curriculum 
and program opportunities for  
hiring of new employees through 
its programs and placement ser-
vices, and the customized devel-
opment of training programs for 
existing employees.

The Industry Training Center is 
part of a comprehensive remod-
el of the flagship Lemley cam-
pus, established in 1965. The 
transformation continues with 
a 199,813-square-foot Client 

Services Center currently under 
construction and set to be com-
pleted in spring of 2020. Future 

projects include a full remodel 
of classrooms, labs and shops 
throughout the campus.

Photo by Vanessa Aziere/Tulsa Tech

GRAND OPENING:  Tulsa Tech Superintendent and CEO Dr. Steve 
Tiger gets ready to cut the ribbon as Tulsa Regional Chamber CEO Mike 
Neal (fifth from left), elected officials and dignitaries celebrate the op-
pening of Tulsa Tech’s new Industry Training Center.

 

http://tulsatech.edu


U.S. Air Force Airman 1st 
Class Joshua L. Cordray 
graduated from basic mil-
itary training at Joint Base 
San Antonio-Lackland, San 
Antonio, Texas.

The airman completed an 
intensive, eight-week pro-
gram that included training 
in military discipline and 
studies, Air Force core val-
ues,  physical  fitness,  and 
basic warfare principles and 

skills.
Airmen who complete ba-

sic training also earn four 
credits toward an associate 
in applied science degree 
through the Community Col-
lege of the Air Force.

Cordray, a 2018 graduate 
of Union, is the step-son of 
Stephen R. Cordray of Tul-
sa, and grandson of Lori A. 
Cordray of Broken Arrow 
and Julia A. Cordray of Tulsa.
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Union All-Stater Laiba Akhtar Honored
Tulsa community leader John 

Brock (right in the photo) and 
Tulsa Union High School teacher 
Hayley Eldridge congratulate Lai-
ba Akhtar, an Academic All-Stater 
from Broken Arrow, during the 
Oklahoma  Foundation  for  Excel-
lence Academic Awards Banquet, 
held recently in Tulsa. 

Akhtar, a 2019 graduate of Union 
High School, was among 100 out-
standing seniors from Oklahoma 
public schools who were honored 
by the foundation as Academic 
All-Staters. She received an Aca-
demic All-State scholarship spon-
sored by the John and Donnie 
Brock Foundation. 

The Oklahoma Foundation for 
Excellence  is  a  statewide  non-
profit  organization  that  recog-
nizes and encourages academic 
excellence in Oklahoma’s public 
schools. 
Eldridge,  an  AP  Government 

teacher, was Akhtar’s honored 
teacher guest at the banquet.

Union Graduate 
Joins Air Force

The Board of Education approved 
raises for all employees and a one-
time stipend as part of ratified con-
tracts with the Union Classroom 
Teachers Association and the Union 
Support Personnel Association.

Under the agreements, the Board 
approved a step and a $1,220 raise 
for  all  certified  staff,  which  is  an 
average raise of 3.9 percent.  The 
board also approved a 3.9 percent 
raise for support and administra-
tive employees.  The District and 
the UCTA also agreed to a few 
language changes, including revis-
ing the report time for teachers be-
fore school from 30 minutes to 25 
minutes.  An agreement was also 
reached on revisions to the UCTA 
extra-duty schedule.

Board members also approved 
the issuance of a one-time 5 per-
cent retention stipend to all eligible 
employees returning for the 2019-
2020 school year. Stipends will be 
issued in July.

“This makes 24 out of 25 years in 
which we have been able to award 
a retention stipend to our em-
ployees,” Superintendent Dr. Kirt 
Hartzler said.  “We appreciate the 
collective efforts of our employees 
for  being  financially  prudent,  for 
questioning whether or not we need 
to spend money on things.  It helps 
us to be financially prudent and to 
operate  in  an  efficient  effort. That 
would not be possible without the 
collective work of everyone in the 
organization.”  

Courtesy photo

LAIBA AKHTAR

JOSHUA L. CORDRAY

Board Approves Stipend, 
Raises for Employees

Union Boundary photo

CANADIAN GEESE WALK IN UNION:  This family of Canadian 
Geese seemed to enjoy their stroll through the Minshall Park neighbor-
hood in the Union School District recently.  

Courtesy photo

http://www.scogginsroofing.com
http://riverfield.org
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Union Grad Competes for Kicking Job in Waco

By MIKE MOGUIN
GTR Sports Writer

When you watch Oklahoma or 
Oklahoma State play football 
against Baylor this fall, you could 
see a familiar name kicking ex-
tra  points  and field  goals  for  the 
Bears.

That would be Noah Rauschen-
berg, who had been a record-set-
ting kicker the previous three 
seasons for Union, ranking him 
among the top kickers in the state. 

Like many other area athletes 
leaving the state but staying in the 
Big 12, Rauschenberg looks for-
ward to games against the Soon-
ers and Cowboys.

“I can’t wait,” he said. “Grow-
ing up, OU was my favorite team. 
I always liked OU. I had OU blan-
kets, OU hoodies, OU shirts and 
everything. Having former Union 
players there like Tre Brown, Jor-
dan Kelly and Patrick Fields, it’s 
going to be fun playing against 
them.”

Most of that Sooner memorabil-
ia has been done away now that 
his allegiance is made with the 
Bears.

“As for playing against OSU, 
my parents, a lot of my family 
and friends are OSU fans,” Raus-
chenberg said. “Plus, with C.J. 
Moore and Braden Spicer there, 
it will be fun playing against 
them too.”

Rauschenberg committed to 
Baylor and signed in February. 
He chose the Baptist university 
over Tulsa, Houston and Arkan-
sas.

In his senior campaign of 2018, 
Rauschenberg kicked 10-of-16 
field goals, including a school re-
cord  54-yarder  against  Edmond 
North, 3-of-5 field goal attempts 
from outside 50 yards, and 50 
of 66 kickoffs for touchbacks. 
Since the 2016 season, he boot-
ed  36  field  goals  and  185  extra 
points. 
“The reason I chose Baylor, first 

of all, the academics are really 
amazing,” Rauschenberg said. 
“It’s a school that I thought would 
help me with my future and there 
was also a real possibility for me 
to start as a freshman. The coach-
es, the players and the family at-
mosphere on campus, it just felt 
like home. I felt like that was 
where I was wanted and that was 
where I needed to be.

“I think one of my strengths is 
that my kickoffs, at this level they 
are at right now, I could fight for a 
starting spot,” he added.

Many football kickers started by 
playing soccer. Such was the case 
with Rauschenberg, who began 
playing in the fourth grade. Even-
tually, he took his kicking skills 
to the gridiron. 

By 10th and 11th grade, I got se-
rious and started going to camps,” 

he said. “That’s when I got seri-
ous that kicking was what I was 
going to do in college.

“All the camps I’ve been to have 
really been fun,” Rauschenberg 
said. “You make some lifelong 
friends, which makes it an amaz-
ing time.”

A memorable moment came at a 
Chris Sailer camp in Las Vegas. 
Sailer kicked for UCLA in the 
late 1990s and now puts on what 
is considered the most prominent 
camp in the country for potential 
college placekickers, punters and 
long snappers.

“He put me on the spot to make 
a  50-yard  field  goal  in  front  of 
about 200 people and I made it,” 
Rauschenberg said. “That was 
definitely an amazing moment.”

Favorite NFL kickers of Raus-

chenberg’s are Adam Vinatieri, 
Stephen Gostkowski and Justin 
Tucker. 

“I like how accurate they are,” 
he said. “I like how precise they 
are and they do everything over 
and over again 100 percent right 
and never do anything wrong.”

Rauschenberg does hope to one 
day be kicking on Sundays. He is 
a fan of the six-time Super Bowl 
champion  New  England  Patriots 
and claims Tom Brady to be his 
all-time favorite player.

“Being a kicker is a head case,” 
Rauschenberg said. “If you mess 
up, you have to go out with the 
mindset that you’re going to 
make the next one. You have to 
forget it (the miss) and move on 
to the next kick.”

He is now in Waco training 

for the 2019 season. But, he is 
grateful for the mark he made on 
Union football.

“It will always be a part of my 
life,” Rauschenberg said. “It will 
always have a special place in my 
heart. I can’t thank my coach-
es enough for helping me be the 
hard-working man I am.

He was a member of Union’s 
2016 state championship team his 
sophomore year. That is what he 
will always remember most about 
his high school career.

“That was the happiest moment 
in my life ever,” Rauschenberg 
said. “Just seeing all the joy on 
the faces of everyone involved 
was special. I was one of the few 
people to have won a state cham-
pionship at Union. It is a very big 
honor.”

Three-Year Starter Looks 
Forward to Facing Former 

Teamates at OU, OSU

NOAH RAUSCHENBERG: The record-setting Union kicker is headed to Waco, Texas to play for the Baylor 
Bears in the fall. Rauschenberg chose Baylor over Tulsa, Houston and Arkansas. 
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By GLENN HIBDON
GTR Sports Writer

 
 Dominique Jeremias Dean, bet-

ter known as D.J., wakes up every 
morning thankful for the opportu-
nity he’s been given. The 20-year-
old Tulsan is determined not to 
waste it.

 Whenever Dean dwells on be-
coming a professional soccer play-
er seemingly overnight, he pauses 
to reflect on how it could all go 
away in a heartbeat.

 “I know a lot of players my age 
would love to be in my position,’’ 
said Dean, an attacker for the Tul-
sa Roughnecks of the United Soc-
cer League. “Every day I go out 
and practice and think about that. 
It keeps me focused and working 
hard. I know at any time there are 
kids out there who can take my 
place.

 “I’m just trying to enjoy my 
time going from no experience at 
all to playing pro soccer. It’s been 
a mental adjustment playing with 
these guys, knowing this is what 
they do (full time for a living).’’

 Dean’s road to the professional 
ranks began at Union High School. 
After becoming an all-state per-
former playing on “the best team 
in the state’’ as a senior, he trav-
eled to the University of Central 
Arkansas. Attending the school’s 
preseason camp, he decided the 
college route wasn’t for him.

 “My goal was to play profes-
sional soccer and in college I felt 
like the players were so young, I 
might as well take the opportunity 
now to play pro,’’ Dean said. “At 
first I looked overseas, but then I 
got in with the Roughnecks and 
went to their combine. It went well 
and they invited me to preseason 
camp last year. I played in a cou-
ple of preseason games and they 
signed me.’’

 Voila! Just like that, Dean is a 
pro ready to follow his dream. 
However, finding his niche with 
the Roughnecks has been another 
journey in itself. Dean played in 
14 games last year in the team’s 
disastrous three-win season. In 
2019 he started the team’s season 
opener, only to be injured and miss 
the next couple of outings.

 After returning to the lineup, 
Dean suffered a shin contusion 
and was sidelined for a month. As 
of mid-June, he still had not scored 
his first goal as a Roughneck.

 “It’s been frustrating, very frus-
trating watching from the side-
lines,’’ said Dean, who played a 
full 90 minutes for the first time in 
his career against El Paso on June 
15. “I’ve gone through a lot of re-
hab and I’m just now getting back 
to form. I feel good physically, 
but I’m not 100 percent fit. I don’t 
have any bumps or bruises, but my 
endurance is still missing.’’       

 While Dean awaits the full re-
turn of his physical tools, he re-
flected on his athletic roots and 
where they could have led him. 
Soccer was not his first love.

 “Basketball was the first sport I 
tried. My dad played college bas-
ketball in Wichita,’’ Dean said. “I 
found out I was too short and it just 
wasn’t my thing, My mom decided 
to sign me up for youth soccer and 
right away I knew it was the sport 
for me. I think my quickness and 
skill and patience made me a bet-
ter soccer player than basketball.’’

Dean played youth soccer for 
“every single team in Tulsa’’ and 
started as a freshman at Union. 
Ironically, he even played for 
current Roughnecks coach Mike 
Nsien on one youth team.

 “I think I played well for him, 
but he doesn’t do me any favors 
now,’’ said Dean. “He makes it 
10 times harder for me knowing 
the potential I have. If you work 

hard and do what he says, he will 
reward you. There is nothing more 
than I can ask of him as a coach. 
He has grit and works hard and he 
really cares about the team. He re-
ally wants us to win.’’

 There is one more hidden hero 
who wants Dean and the Rough-
necks to triumph. Flor Dean, D.J.’s 
mother.  

“Growing up, she was a single 
mother raising two kids and go-
ing to school. That really motivat-
ed me,’’ said Dean, who has up to 
20 family members and friends at 
every Roughnecks home game. 
“She gave me inspiration by her 
example that hard work will pay 
off. She supported me in whatev-
er I was doing and missed only 
one game my whole life. If I ever 
hit it big, the first thing I’m going 
to do is make sure she is set for 
life.’’

  Dean wants to pay it forward as 
an example for Tulsa Soccer Club 
players. He wants to show them 
that it’s possible to become a pro-
fessional soccer player. “You’re 
only one step away.’’

 In the meantime, the 5-foot-9 
winger hopes to propel Tulsa into 
the USL playoffs this year. The 
2018 campaign led to the coach-
ing staff’s firing during the season. 
Nsien took charge, leading the 

Roughnecks to all three of their 
season victories.

 “The team didn’t mesh togeth-
er well and it didn’t play the style 
the coach wanted,’’ said Dean, 
the only 2018 player retained by 
the Roughnecks this year. “In our 
meetings before this season he 
(Nsien) said I had a lot of potential 
and he wanted to bring me back 
and that’s a good feeling. I have 
the potential to play in a bigger 
league and every kid wants that. 
It’s a dream to play for the national 
team and in the World Cup.’’

 Dean’s chance at international 
stardom begins in Tulsa and lead-
ing the Roughnecks to USL suc-
cess could be the catalyst.

 “We’ve got a lot of work to do. 
We’ve got to have the guts and 
the heart,’’ said Dean, who lists 
Ronaldinho as his hero. “I think 
we have a productive team that 
passes well and we’re very smart, 
but our attitude has to change. We 
were too comfortable by winning 
so much early in the season. We’ve 
slowed a little bit

 “My goals this year are to score 
a lot of goals, help the team win 
and make a name for myself. I 
want to put Tulsa on the map.’’

 One thing is certain. Dean, Tul-
sa’s homegrown star, knows how 
lucky he is to have the chance.
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D.J. Dean Follows His Dream with Roughnecks
Union Graduate Leaves
College for Pro Career

Courtesy Tulsa Roughnecks

HOMEGROWN STAR:  D.J. Dean hopes to help lead the Tulsa Roughnecks to a future championship.
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Metro Christian Girls Repeat as 4A Tennis Champs

By MIKE MOGUIN
GTR Sports Writer

Metro Christian repeated as 
state champions in girls’ tennis 
when it won the Class 4A meet in  
Oklahoma City.

The Lady Patriots finished with 
33 points. Another Tulsa area 
private school, Regent Prep, was 
second with 22. Four Metro play-
ers won individual titles.

Sophomore Lauren Michalcik 
won the No. 1 singles champion-
ship with a 7-5, 6-3 win against 
Beth Bayless of Regent Prep. 
Freshman Grace Deininger was 
victorious in the No. 2 singles fi-
nal, 6-2, 6-1, against Taryn Clark 
of Christian Heritage, and sisters 
Hallie and Lauren Sutton, senior 
and sophomore, respectively, fin-
ished as the No. 2 doubles cham-
pions by winning over Aubrey 
Colombe and Treity Miller of 
Byng, 5-7, 6-4, 6-4.

Sophomore Emma McNeese 
and junior Arden Row contribut-
ed to the cause, placing third in 
No. 1 doubles.

“I love playing with my team 
and I was so proud of all of them, 
that we won again,” Michalcik 
said.

“It’s really cool,” Deninger said.  
Michalcik and Deninger swept 

through their sets en route to their 
titles.

However, the Sutton sisters 
were dealt with adversity when 
they dropped their first set before 
rallying to win the next two.   

“We had to reset and we did a lot 
better,” Lauren Sutton said.

“There was a lot of mental dis-
tractions because we were both 
really nervous and worked up,” 
said Hallie Sutton, who played 

later at the All-State games. “We 
both had to sit back and play the 
best we can.”

That they did and out came the 
victories. 

“It’s really awesome, because 
we’re so close,” Lauren Sutton 
said. 

“When you win with your sister, 
it is something special and I will 
always have it as a memory to tell 
in going forward,” Hallie Sutton 
said. “It is something I’ll never 
forget.”

When Hallie Sutton plays at All-
State, she will be wrapping up her 
tennis career as she prepares for 
college at Oklahoma State. 

“I’ll definitely remember the 
people and especially how chal-
lenging it was to get this last state 
(title),” Hallie Sutton said. “It 
was fun for all of us.” 

This marks Metro’s fourth state 
championship in girls tennis. In 
addition to capturing the title last 
year, it won championships in 
2012 and 2013. Having also won 
last year, Metro has captured state 
both years in Emily Points’ tenure 
as coach. A few of the girls believe 
the program is on the verge of be-
coming something special.

“I love being part of a team,” 
Michalcik said. “I love that I have 
the opportunity to play with all of 
them here and I definitely think it 
is growing.”

“I think in the past couple of 
years, we’ve had more people 
come into the program that actu-
ally care about tennis,” Row said. 
“Not just as an extracurricular 
activity, but people who actually 
put in time and effort, and I think 
that’s still continuing.”

“Everybody puts in a lot of 
time playing tennis. They don’t 

limit it to just school,” McNeese 
said. “They’ll play at tennis clubs 
and put in a lot of effort multiple 
times per week.”

Metro will try to win a third 
consecutive title next spring. But 
it will be harder since it will be 
moving up to Class 5A, where 
Tulsa’s Bishop Kelley won this 
year.

“It will be more challenging, but 
at least we have some good players 
coming up,” Lauren Sutton said. 

“I think we can (compete in 
5A),” Roe said. “We just have to 
work on our mental games and let 
(foes) know we’re not defeated.”

“I’ll just practice hard through 
the summer until next year,” Mi-
chalcik said. “So it will be tough-
er competition and a lot more 
challenging.”   

Area Private School Athletics – 
Quick Hits

Bishop Kelley won the ten-
nis state championships in Class 
5A. The girls won their title with 
33 points, pacing ahead of run-
ner-up Cascia Hall by 27 points. 
Top-seeded sisters Reagan, senior 
and ORU signee, and sophomore 
Kate Miley respectively won the 
No. 1 and No. 2 singles champion-
ships. Sophomore Aubrey Bailey 
and junior Bailey Wollmershaus-
er captured the No. 2 doubles ti-
tle. On the boys’ side, the Comets 
shared the title with Oklahoma 
City Heritage Hall as each school 
finished with 27 points. The No. 
2-seeded team of seniors Matthew 
Gawey and Zac Vaughn repeated 
as No. 2 doubles champion.

Kelley also won state in Class 
5A boys soccer, as it blanked 
OKC Northeast Classen in the 
title game. Sophomore Cooper 

King and senior Austin Rodgers 
scored the goals. 

Kelley also had a pair of indi-
vidual state champions in girls 
track and field. Seniors Tess 
Crosley and Sadie Boos respec-
tively won the 3,200-meter run 
(11:59.24) and the shot put (42-
11½) in mid-May at the Class 5A 
meet in Moore.

Junior Nate Gibson won the 

1,600-meter run for Lincoln 
Christian in the Class 4A meet 
in Catoosa. He ran a time of 
4:27.09.

Holland Hall had two champi-
ons in track at the Class 3A meet. 
Junior Carrington Jackson-Jones 
won the girls’ 100-meter run with 
a time of 12.25 and junior Jake 
Martens won the boys’ 400-meter 
run with a time of 49.75.

Four Patriot Players Won Individual Titles

Metro Christian Athletics

CELEBRATION:  The MCA Patriot girls tennis team celebrates win-
ning the Class 4A state championship at the Oklahoma City Tennis Cen-
ter. From left are freshman Grace Deninger, sophomore Lauren Michal-
cik, senior Hallie Sutton, junior Arden Rowe, sophomore Lauren Sutton 
and sophomore Emma McNeese.

http://tulsahurricane.com/tickets
http://oksportscene.com
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Cascia Hall Names Head Girls Basketball Coach
Janson Hightower has been made 

the new head girls’ basketball 
coach and middle school athletic 
director.  Coach Hightower will 
join his father as a part of the Cas-
cia Hall community where Coach 
Danny Hightower is a teacher and 
head boys’ basketball coach.  Most 
recently, Coach Hightower served 

as head men’s basketball coach at 
Southwestern University where he 
was named SCAC Coach of the 
Year in 2019. 

Hightower graduated with a 
BA in Economics and Business 
with honors from Hendrix Col-
lege.  During his time at Hendrix, 
he played collegiate basketball 

and served as team captain for 
the 2009-10 season.  He led the 
SCAC in assists in 2009-10.  He 
also led his team in assists in the 
2007-10 seasons and steals in 
2010.  From 2008-2010, he was a 
SCAC All Academic Team Mem-
ber.  Hightower received his MBA 
in 2012 from University of Central 

Arkansas.  “I am excited and hon-
ored to join such a prestigious in-
stitution as Cascia Hall.  I look for-
ward to working with our students 
and challenging them to work to 
achieve their best, on and off the 
court,” he said.

Cascia Hall Athletic Director 
Lindsay Rodgers commented “We 

are proud to welcome Coach 
Hightower to our staff and look 
forward to his contributions both 
on and off the court.  His wealth of 
experience will bring great things 
to girls’ basketball and athletic 
administration.” He will inherit a 
team with three starters including 
senior standout, Kate Dreyer.

Tulsa Tough Continues to Receive National Attention

Chili Bowl to Stay in Tulsa Through 2034

Editor’s Note:  Much of the infor-
mation in this article is courtesy of 
Wikipedia

Saint Francis Tulsa Tough Ride 
and Race again was a successful 
event in June. The three-day fes-
tival  features non-competitive 
riding through scenic areas around 
the Tulsa metropolitan area and 
professional level races. It is held 
each year on Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday of the second weekend in 
June.

Saint Francis Tulsa Tough at-
tracts professional and amateur 
racers from across the country rac-
ing criterium style races on three 
different venues in the streets 
of Downtown Tulsa and along 
the Arkansas River. Prize mon-
ey rivals the largest purses in the 
nation. The quality of the venues 
and the top level race operation 
already has professional teams 
making Tulsa an important stop on 
their annual racing schedules.

In 2008, Tulsa Tough’s women’s 
pro races were selected by U.S.A. 
Cycling to be on the prestigious 
National Racing Calendar. Based 
on voting by racers, race officials, 
and announcers, Tulsa Tough was 
ranked in the top 10 out of 30 
NRC races in only its third year. 
With this proven success, the 

men’s and women’s races were 
again on the National Racing 
Calendar for 2019 and after the 
event were ranked in the top four 
among all NRC events. Top pro-
fessional cycling teams plan their 
domestic racing schedules around 
NRC events, assuring a high level 
of national attention on the host-
ing events.

Saint Francis Tulsa Tough offers 
two days of tour rides with 50 km, 
100 km, 200 km, and 100 mi op-
tions each day covering nearly 

400 miles of Northeast Oklaho-
ma hills and scenery. All routes 
feature aid stations and rolling 
support for riders of all sizes and 
abilities. The tour rides are ex-
pected to grow to well over 5,000 
riders as cycling enthusiasts dis-
cover the challenging, epic riding 
available in Oklahoma’s Green 
Country.

Saint Francis Tulsa Tough has 
received national attention from 
major cycling publications and 
continues to be a topic on cycling 

forums and in the media.
It is jointly promoted by the Tul-

sa Sports Commission and Tulsa 
Wheelmen and is supported by 
corporate sponsorship. Guidance 
for the event comes from an exec-
utive committee made up of sever-
al Tulsa area cyclists and business 
people.

Besides the cycling, there are 
many fun events for everyone 
during Tulsa Tough, including 
kids rides, fun rides and serious 
criterium racing on the streets 

of downtown and along the Ar-
kansas River.

Cry Baby Hill, the last part of 
the grueling River Parks Criterium 
race, serves as the annual finale of 
the race. There, Tulsans line the hill 
to cheer contestants on, chug beers 
and parade around in costumes. Al-
though the event began organically, 
it has grown to become one of the 
largest parties and social events in 
the city. Regardless of age or prefer-
ence, Tulsa Tough is a great experi-
ence for everyone.

Officials from the city of Tulsa 
and Expo Square joined Emmett 
Hahn recently to announce a long-
term deal to keep the Chili Bowl 
Nationals at the Tulsa Fairgrounds 
Expo Center through 2034. The 
agreement is the longest ever ap-
proved by the fair board. 

The board also approved new 
grandstands on the north and south 
side of the racetrack. To mark the 
occasion the announcement was 
attended by Oklahoma Lieutenant 
Governor Matt Pinnell and other 
Oklahoma dignitaries. The annual 
winter event pumps millions into 
the Tulsa economy each year. 

The upcoming Chili Bowl Na-
tionals will take place on January 
13-18, 2020.

SPORTS

READY TO ROLL:  Midget racing cars will be ready to race in the 
upcoming Chili Bowl Nationals to be held at Expo Square January 13-
18, 2020.

HAPPY SIGNING:  Tulsa County Commissioner Stan Sallee, left, is all 
smiles as race promoter Emmitt Hahn signs the agreement to keep the 
Lucas Oil Chili Bowl at Tulsa’s Expo Square through 2034.  

GOING UP:  Tulsa Tough riders head up the famous Cry Baby Hill to 
the east of Riverside Drive in Tulsa.

COMING DOWN: Tulsa Tough riders head to Riverside Drive on their 
way to Cry Baby Hill.  
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http://radioidl.com/feed/podcast
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When I was a young architect, I 
met and worked (through a mutual 
non-profit volunteer organization) 
with a remarkable 
woman, Phyllis 
Edmonds. 

She had recent-
ly retired from a 
long career with 
Home Federal 
Savings & Loan 
(later to become 
Sooner Federal) 
where she was 
one of the first 
women to break 
the glass ceiling 
of upper manage-
ment to become 
head of market-
ing. 

One of her most 
successful proj-
ects was the cre-
ation of a new 
company head-
quarters building 
at the corner of Fourth Street and 
Boston Avenue. 

Home Federal was founded in 
1920 and grew to be one of the 
largest savings and loan business-
es in Oklahoma with more than 28 
branches throughout the eastern 
portion of the state, some of which 
were designed by my architectural 
firm. 

In 1965, the company purchased 
the site of the former Pioneer 
Telephone Building and retained 
the architectural firm of McCune, 

McCune and Associates to design 
the new Home Federal Savings & 
Loan Building. The project was 

completed in 
1967.

This building 
was a handsome 
12-story glass 
curtain wall 
structure pre-
sumed to have 
been inspired by 
the Ludwig Mies 
Vander Rohe’s 
famous 1958 
New York Sea-
gram Building on 
Park Avenue in 
Manhattan. The 
McCune brothers 
(sons of Malcolm 
McCune who 
designed Utica 
Square) had re-
cently designed a 
major children’s 
wing addition to 

the Boston Avenue Church, the 
Shell Building, John Knox Presby-
terian Church and had been heavi-
ly involved in the design of Tulsa’s 
new Civic Center.

The simplicity of the Home 
Federal building is striking. Even 
more so is its color. Its skin was 
originally bronze aluminum with 
dark gray glazing and dark gray 
polished concrete aggregate at its 
south end. Age and weathering 
have given the aluminum and con-
crete exterior a pleasing bronze 

green color, which boldly con-
trasts with buildings nearby.

The restroom and elevator core 
of this structure was placed at 
its southern end, unlike the typ-
ical center core design of most 
high-rises. At the exterior, it ap-
pears as a separate element, which 
can be identified by its unbroken 
wrap of concrete. Beyond this ele-
ment are five bays of slender alu-
minum faced columns at the east 
and west elevations and three bays 
at the north elevation. Within each 
bay is a pair of single glazed cur-
tain wall glass panels with bronze 
colored spandrels. The exterior 
columns create a strong vertical 
appearance.

There is no penthouse apartment 
at the top of this building. Rather 
there is a VIP conference board-
room suite with a pegged oak 
plank floor, a large fireplace with a 
brass and copper hood and 18 foot 
high walnut wall panels.

Sadly, Home Federal is no more. 
After the name change to Sooner 
Federal, in the 1990’s the compa-
ny was taken over by BOK and 4th 
Finance of Wichita, Kansas. BOK 
acquired 19 Sooner branches and 
4th acquired the other nine. The 
headquarters building was finally 
purchased by a development com-
pany owned by the Hawkins fam-
ily. For many years it had a com-
mercial office occupancy. Today 
the interior is being remodeled to 
create a 103-unit hotel to be called 
Hyatt Place.
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On Architecture

By ROGER COFFEY, AIA

Original Home Federal Building Has Staying Power

Courtesy

ORIGINAL STRUCTURE:  The Home Federal Saving and Loan 
building as it looked when it opened at 400 South Boston Avenue in 
1967.  Currently the building is being remodeled and will open soon as 
a Hyatt Place hotel.  At the right of the Home Federal building is the 
Orpheum Theater, a 1,500-seat movie house that opened in 1924 and 
was torn down in 1970. 

Courtesy photo

TULSA FLAVORS:  St. John Health System hosted the 26th annual Street Party, Tulsa 
Flavors, on the campus of St. John Medical Center. From left are Ascension St. John Pres-
ident and CEO Jeff Nowlin, Mindy Nowlin, Event Chairs Dianne and Hastings Siegfried, 
and Ascension St. John Foundation President Lucky Lamons.  Proceeds from the event 
benefit the St. John Health System Foundation.  

Courtesy photo

TU UNCORKED: The University of Tulsa held its annual Uncorked fundraising event 
this year at Cain’s Ballroom.  From left are TU graduates and Honorary Chairs Pat (’90) 
and Paula (’86) Kuykendall, Event Chairs Seth (’03) and Katie (’01, ’02) Ahrens and Event 
Chairs-Elect Kyle (’93) and Ana (’94, ’96) Brown.

52-Year-Old Structure Being Remodeled

http://www.pawprintsltd.com
http://www.anagotulsa.com
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2019 Parade of Homes Another Success
The 2019 Greater Tulsa Parade 

of Homes, held June 15-23, was 
a perfect opportunity to discover 
all that Tulsa area homes have to 
offer. 

Visitors viewed the latest trends 
and spoke directly to the area’s top 
builders, all during this unique, 
free event that showcased the best 
in new home building.

During the Parade of Homes, 
over 150 new homes ranging in 
price from $150,000 to more than 
$1 million were open.

The annual event is presented 
by the Home Builders Association 

of Greater Tulsa and sponsored 
by Samsung Chef Collection and-
Pella of Oklahoma. Homes were 
spread throughout nine different 
cities in the Tulsa region, from 
Glenpool to Claremore. 

More than 60 local building 
companies participated in the 
event, which provides buyers the 
largest and broadest showcase of 
new homes and building trends.  
Buyers explored hundreds of floor 
plans and viewed the latest innova-
tions in everything from technolo-
gy to energy efficiency and home 
decorating ideas.  In addition, all 

featured builders are members of 
the Home Builders Association of 
Greater Tulsa, meaning they are 
experienced, insured, ethical pro-
fessionals, organizers said.

In addition to homes, the event 
also highlighted six communi-
ties which showcase the trends 
in Greater Tulsa amenities. The 
Grand Plans for this year’s event 
were Stone Canyon and Yorktown.  
The Regal Plans for this year 
were Forest Ridge and Winchester 
Park. For information about this 
year’s Parade of Homes, see www.
tulsahba.com.

GTR Newspapers photo

PARADE OF HOMES WELCOME:  Welcoming visitors to the Pa-
rade of Homes at a Cobblestone Home in Bixby are Hali McCoy, left,  
director of marketing and public relations for the Home Builders Associ-
ation and Tarah Duncan with Metro Appliances and More.  

Lobeck Taylor Family Foundation Announces
Shops at Mother Road Market Development

The Lobeck Taylor Family Foun-
dation announced a new devel-
opment. Shops at Mother Road 
Market, located on the southwest 
corner of 11th Street and Lewis 
Avenue, will feature five retail 
spaces that will be filled by a mix 
of new and established local retail 
concepts. 

Shops at Mother Road Market 
will offer customers an extended 
shopping experience in addition 
to the current retail options inside 
Mother Road Market, including 
The Nest, Mythic Press, Decopolis 
and the Kitchen 66 General Store.

Shop spaces available will range 
from approximately 575 square 
feet to 1,500 square feet. Shops at 
Mother Road Market will also add 
approximately 32 parking spaces, 
as well as an additional outdoor 
patio on the south side of the de-
velopment. The new development 
is estimated to open in spring of 
2020. 

“Through review platforms, so-
cial media feedback and personal 
feedback our team has received, 
we have recognized that our cus-
tomer base is interested in ad-
ditional retail in this area,” said 
LTFF CEO and President Eliza-
beth Frame Ellison. 

While two of the five spaces for 
lease will be held for established 
retail businesses, the remaining 
three spaces will be filled with 
startup ventures. 

The leasing process for those 
three spaces will follow a compe-
tition format that includes filling 
out an application, demonstrating 
proof of concept with a pop-up 
opportunity at The Vault inside 
Mother Road Market, taking ad-
vantage of partner organization 
programming, and more. 

“The Shops leasing competition 
gives us the opportunity to utilize 
LTFF’s pipeline of entrepreneur-
ial programming and tie those re-

sources together to launch startup 
retailers,” said Ellison. “We’re 
able to offer three competition 
winners a comprehensive package 
that features subsidized rent, as 
well as additional startup resourc-
es from complementary programs 
like Kiva Tulsa and 36 Degrees 
North.”

The new tenants will be an-
nounced in conjunction with the 
one-year anniversary of Mother 
Road Market in November. For 
details on the competition and 
property renderings, visit www.
motherroadmarket.com/shops. 

“We envision restoring the vi-
brancy and innovation to Route 
66 in Tulsa, and now with Moth-
er Road Market and Shops at 
Mother Road Market anchoring 
those efforts, we feel confident 
the Route 66 corridor is moving 
quickly in that direction,” said 
Ellison.

Those interested in participat-

ing in the leasing competition for 
one of the three start-up spaces, or 
leasing one of the two spaces re-

served for established businesses 
should visit www.motherroadmar-
ket.com/shops. 

GTR Newspapers photo

NEW VIEW:  Elizabeth Frame Ellison, with her colleagues, holds a 
drawing of the upcoming Mother Road Market development with col-
leagues at the Mother Road Market.  Ellison currently serves as presi-
dent and CEO of the Lobeck Taylor Family Foundation. 

http://www.edwardjones.com
http://www.tulsachamber.com/partnersinprosperity


Liquefied natural gas (LNG) 
is fast evolving in international 
markets. Natural gas, an abun-
dant source of clean energy, has 
long been considered as an energy 
option. Oklahoma, from Tulsa to 
Elk City, will greatly benefit from 
the LNG international markets. In 
particular, Russia has dominated 
the natural gas market, especially 
in Eastern Europe, for quite some 
time. Recently, the U.S. has made 
inroads into the LNG market 
through its efforts with Poland. 

According to Tom DiChristo-
pher, “Poland took another step 
toward weaning itself off Rus-
sian energy supplies in June by 
signing a 20-year agreement with 
San Diego-based Sempra Energy 
to import U.S. liquefied natural 
gas. The signing marks the third 
long-term contract the state-con-
trolled Polish Oil and Gas Com-
pany, or PGNiG, has inked with 
an American LNG company this 
year. In the coming years, War-

saw plans to replace Russian gas 
with pipeline supplies from Nor-
way and shipments of LNG, or 
gas super-chilled to liquid form 
for transport by 
sea.”

In my book, 
America Needs 
America’s En-
ergy: Creating 
Together the 
People’s En-
ergy Plan, I 
emphasize the 
importance of 
LNG. In 2012 
at the Interna-
tional Energy 
Policy Confer-
ence, which I 
chaired, Bob 
Tippee noted: 
“Always a rav-
enous importer 
of oil, the Unit-
ed States was 
supposed to im-
port a growing 
amount of methane in the form of 
LNG. Then, surprise! The coun-
try became able to produce all the 
natural gas it needs, and more. 

The gas occurs in low-permeabil-
ity rock strata, especially shales, 
that hadn’t produced much be-
fore. Until very recently, no one 

knew how to 
make it happen. 
Now compa-
nies are drilling 
horizontal wells 
and, in effect, 
manufacturing 
the permeabil-
ity that nature 
didn’t provide 
with hydrau-
lic fracturing.  
Suddenly, huge 
new volumes 
of natural gas 
have appeared 
in pipelines and, 
more important-
ly, on the de-
velopment hori-
zon.”

As I have stat-
ed, “Natural 
gas, especially 

Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG), 
appears to be one of the key ar-
eas of dialogue. Natural gas is 
leading the transition from being 

a net importer to a net exporter 
primarily due to the LNG efforts 
in the Gulf Coast region. The 
Sabine Pass operation, operated 
by Cheniere Energy, has shipped 
over 175 cargoes to some 25 na-
tions. According to an article in 
the American Oil and Gas Re-
porter, “Since U.S. LNG export 
terminals are contracted with 
LNG buyers under long term 
(typically 20-year) purchased 
agreements, LNG exports rep-
resent a stable and growing new 
demand for domestic natural gas 
supplies.” And the article goes 
on to state, “In aggregate, the 
first wave of U.S. LNG export 
terminals coming on line during 
the next couple of years is ex-
pected to have a total operational 
capacity of 9.5 Bcf/d.”  

Among other companies in-
volved in U.S. terminal LNG 
planning are Dominion Energy, 
Pacific Summit Energy, Kinder 
Morgan, GAIL Global, Sempra 
Energy and Freeport LNG.

“Future generations are depend-
ing on us to keep the American 
dream alive. Energy is the future 
of America, and America, and the 

world, needs America’s energy 
and know-how!”

Mark A. Stansberry is Chairman 
of the GTD Group, an award win-
ning author and Energy Advocate.
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Liquefied Natural Gas is the Global Transformation

Tulsa Regional Chamber Volunteers Raise
$3.1 Million During 25th Resource Campaign

The Tulsa Regional Chamber’s 
annual Resource Campaign con-
cluded r ecently, raising a total of 
$3,179,039. During the course of 
the 10-week campaign, 55 vol-
unteers sold sponsorships to 302 
member companies for the Cham-
ber’s programs, events, services 
and publications.

This year marks 25 years of the 
campaign, which has raised more 
than $55 million since its incep-
tion in 1995. Campaign revenue 
makes up nearly 25 percent of the 
Chamber’s annual budget.

“The Resource Campaign is 
one of the primary ways Cham-
ber members invest in regional 
economic prosperity,” said 2019 
Chamber Chair David Stratton, 
executive vice president of Tulsa 
corporate banking for BOK Fi-
nancial. “Funds raised from the 
campaign enable the Chamber to 
affect the trajectory of northeast 
Oklahoma. From partnerships 
with the public sector on trans-
formative investments like Vision 
Tulsa and ONEOK Field, to re-
gional collaboration on economic 
development and legislative advo-
cacy, the impact of the Tulsa-area 
business community throughout 
the last quarter of a century is truly 
remarkable.”

The campaign funds the Cham-
ber’s member services and pro-

gramming within its four strategic 
initiatives: economic develop-
ment, regional tourism, govern-
ment affairs and community de-
velopment. Campaign revenue 
also supports the contributions 
the Chamber makes to its region-
al economic development part-
nership, Tulsa’s Future; and the 
convention and visitors bureau 
housed at the ChamberVisitTulsa.

Mark Poole, president and COO 
at First National Bank and Trust 
of Broken Arrow, led this year’s 
campaign.

“A lot has changed in Tulsa 
during the last 25 years, but one 
thing has remained an absolute 
constant: the commitment and 
dedication of our campaign vol-
unteers,” said Poole. “The suc-
cess of this campaign is a direct 
reflection of their commitment. 
From our humble beginnings rais-
ing $106,000 in 1995 to surpass-
ing $3 million in 2019, I’m hon-
ored to be part of this campaign’s 
history.”

Thirty-year Chamber employee 
Karen Humphrey has managed 
the campaign since its inception. 
As campaign executive director, 
Humphrey coordinates and directs 
the efforts of campaign volunteers, 
Chamber leadership and staff each 
year.

“We would not be celebrating 25 

years of the Resource Campaign 
without Karen Humphrey,” said 
Mike Neal, president and CEO 
of the Tulsa Regional Chamber. 
“She is highly regarded within the 
chamber industry, as evidenced by 
the respect she commands among 
peer chambers and her 2015 in-

duction into the Oklahoma Cham-
ber of Commerce Executives Hall 
of Fame. Raising $3 million in 
one year is a significant achieve-
ment; raising $55 million during 
the course of a career is unrivaled. 
Karen is incredibly special to our 
organization, and we’re thrilled to 

celebrate her and her impact this 
year.”

The Tulsa Regional Chamber’s 
Resource Campaign is consid-
ered a model program by chamber 
peers and continues to be one of 
the largest campaigns of its kind in 
the nation.

Courtesy Tulsa Regional Chamber

WINNING TEAM:  The Tulsa Regional Chamber fund-raising team stands behind a row of illuminated ice 
sculptures showing the 2019 fund raising total of $3,179,039.  The event was held at the Tulsa Club Hotel June 
13.  From left are David Stratton, 2019 Tulsa Regional Chamber chair; Mike Neal, Tulsa Regional Chamber 
president and CEO; Allison Walden, resource development senior vice president; Justin McLaughlin, Chamber 
executive vice president and COO; Shannon Hicks, resource development administrator; Mark Poole, 2019 
Chamber resource campaign chair; and Karen Humphrey, resource campaign executive director.

http://www.cartridge-smart.com
http://www.northpointwealth.com
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GTR CLASSIFIEDS
To place a GTR classified ad, please email advertising@gtrnews.com, or call 918-254-1515

Autos WAnted

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!!  All Makes/
Models 2002-2018! Any Condition.  Running 
or Not. Top $$$ Paid! Free Towing! We’re Na-
tionwide! Call Now: 1-888-985-1806   

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! 2002 and New-
er! Any Condition. Running or Not. Compet-
itive Offer! Free Towing! We’re Nationwide! 
Call Now: 1-888-416-2330.

CAreer trAining

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING - Get 
FAA Technician certification. Approved for 
military benefits. Financial Aid if qualified. 
Job placement assistance. Call Aviation Insti-
tute of Maintenance 866-453-6204

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get FAA ap-
proved hands on Aviation training. Financial 
Aid for qualified students - Career placement 
assistance. CALL Aviation Institute of Mainte-
nance 888-686-1704 

HEALTHCARE CAREER TRAINING ON-
LINE. Start a New Career in Medical Billing 
& Coding. Medical Administrative Assistant. 
To learn more, call Ultimate Medical Acade-
my. 855-629-5104

MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEEDED! 
Train at home for a career as a Medical Office 
Professional at CTI! 1-833-766-4511 AskCTI.
com HS Diploma required

employment 

$$$WORK FROM HOME$$$ $2,845 Weekly 
assembling Information packets From Home. 
No Experience Necessary! Start Immediately! 
FREE Information 24hrs. RIVAS PUBLISH-
ING SINCE 2001 www.rivaspublishing.com  

HeAltH & Fitness 

Suffering from an ADDICTION to Alcohol, 
Opiates, Prescription PainKillers or other 
DRUGS?   There is hope! Call Today to speak 
with someone who cares. Call NOW 1-855-
866-0913   

HeAltH & Fitness 

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 100 Generic 
Pills SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100% 
guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-5928 
Hablamos Espanol   

Help WAnted

TRUCK DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED at 
Stevens Transport! Earn $1000 per week! Paid 
CDL Training! No experience needed! 1-844-
452-4121 drive4stevens.com $500+ Paid Daily-
TheEasyWay. GoTo: www.PaidDailyGroup.com

Home improvement 

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, ONE 
DAY updates!  We specialize in safe bathing. 
Grab bars, no slip flooring & seated showers. Call 
for a free in-home consultation: 888-912-4745

Stay in your home longer with an American Stan-
dard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 off, 
including a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty on 
the tub and installation! Call us at 1-855-534-6198

Windows:  ENERGY SAVING NEW WIN-
DOWS! Beautify your home!  Save on month-
ly energy bills with NEW WINDOWS from 
1800Remodel!  Up to 18 months no interest. 
Restrictions apply. Call Today  1-866-335-0996

mediCAl

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY USERS!  
Inogen One G4 is capable of full 24/7 oxygen 
delivery.  Only 2.8 pounds. FREE information 
kit. Call 877-929-9587

DENTAL INSURANCE. Call Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company for details. NOT 
just a discount plan, REAL coverage for 350 
procedures.888-623-3036 or http://www.den-
tal50plus.com/58  Ad# 6118

misC. For sAle 

ELIMINATE RATS/MICE GUARANTEED! 
Buy Harris Baits, Traps, Repellents. Available: 
Hardware Stores, Buy Online: homedepot.com

misC. For sAle 

KILL BED BUGS! Buy Harris Sprays, Kits, 
Mattress Covers. Hardware Stores, The Home 
Depot, homedepot.com 
 

 misCellAneous 

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest se-
nior living referral service. Contact our trust-
ed, local experts today! Our service is FREE/
no obligation. CALL 1-844-722-7993

Applying for Social Security Disability or Ap-
pealing a Denied Claim? Call Bill Gordon & 
Assoc., Social Security Disability Attorneys, 
1-855-498-6323! FREE Consultations. Local 
Attorneys Nationwide [Mail: 2420 N St NW, 
Washington DC. Office: Broward Co. FL (TX/
NM Bar.)

AT&T Internet. Get More For Your High-
Speed Internet Thing. Starting at $40/month 
w/12-mo agmt. Includes 1 TB of data per 
month. Ask us how to bundle and SAVE! Geo 
& svc restrictions apply. Call us today 1-833-
707-0984 

BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR! We 
edit, print and distribute your work interna-
tionally. We do the work… You reap the Re-
wards!  Call for a FREE Author’s Submission 
Kit: 866-951-7214

Become a Published Author. We want to Read 
Your Book! Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by 
Authors Since 1920 Book manuscript sub-
missions currently being reviewed. Compre-
hensive Services: Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribution Call for Your Free 
Author’s Guide 1-877-626-2213.

Behind on your MORTGAGE? Denied a Loan 
Modification? Bank threatening foreclosure? 
CALL Homeowner Protection Services now! 
New laws are in effect that may help. Call Now 
1-844-293-7187

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any Condition 
Vehicle, 2002 and Newer.  Nationwide Free 
Pick Up! Call Now: 1-800-864-5960

Cross Country Moving, Long distance Moving 
Company, out of state move $799 Long Dis-
tance Movers. Get Free quote on your Long 
distance move 1-800-511-2181  

Call Empire Today® to schedule a FREE in-
home estimate on Carpeting & Flooring. Call 
Today! 1-800-508-2824
Cancer@breakinginjurynews.com. $30 billion 
is set aside for asbestos victims with cancer. 
Valuable settlement monies may not require 
filing a lawsuit.   

Denied Social Security Disability? Appeal! If 
you’re 50+, filed for SSD and denied, our at-
torneys can help get you approved! No money 
out of pockets! Call 1-866-376- 3163

Dental Insurance from Physicians Mutual 
Company NOT just a discount plan. REAL 
coverage for (350) procedures. Call 1-877-
308-3824 for details  dental50plus.com/cadnet 
6118-0219

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG CANCER? You 
may qualify for a substantial cash award. NO 
obligation, NO risk! We’ve recovered millions. 
Let us help you!! Call 24/7, 855-845-8269

DIRECTV & AT&T. 155 Channels & 1000s 
of Shows/Movies On Demand (w/SELECT 
Package.) AT&T Internet 99 Percent Reli-
ability. Unlimited Texts to 120 Countries w/
AT&T Wireless.  Call 4 FREE Quote- 1-855-
781-1565 

DISH Network $69.99 For 190 Channels. Add 
High Speed Internet for ONLY $14.95/month. 
Best Technology. Best Value. Smart HD DVR 
Included. FREE Installation. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-855-837-9146 

misCellAneous 

DISH TV - Over 190 Channels Now ONLY 
$59.99/mo! 2yr price guarantee, FREE In-
stallation! Save HUNDREDS over Cable and 
DIRECTV. Add Internet as low as $14.95/mo! 
1-855-977-7405

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95 
High Speed Internet.   Free Installation Smart 
HD DVR Included, Free Voice Remote.  Some 
restrictions apply 1-800-718-1593

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As Low As 
$14.95/month (for the first 3 months.) Reliable 
High Speed Fiber Optic Technology. Stream 
Videos, Music and More! Call Earthlink Today 
1-855-520-7938

ENJOY 100% guaranteed, delivered to-the-
door Omaha Steaks! SAVE 75 PERCENT - 
PLUS get 4 FREE Burgers!  Order The Family 
Gourmet Feast - ONLY $49.99.  Call 1-855-
349-0656 mention code 55586TJC or visit 
www.omahasteaks.com/love13 

Financial Benefits for those facing serious ill-
ness. You may qualify for a Living Benefit Loan 
today (up to 50 percent of your Life Insurance 
Policy Death Benefit.) Free Information. CALL 
1-855-632-0124

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 100 Pills 
$99.00 FREE Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 
CALL NOW! 888-889-5515 

Get a SMARTPHONE for $0 DOWN* with 
AT&T Next® and AT&T Next Every Year; 
$250 Gift Card for Switching to AT&T! (*Re-
quires well-qualified credit. Limits & restric-
tions apply.) 1-888-545-5093

Get DIRECTV! ONLY $35/month! 155 Chan-
nels & 1000s of Shows/Movies On Demand (w/
SELECT All Included Package.) PLUS Stream 
on Up to FIVE Screens Simultaneously at No 
Addt’l Cost. Call DIRECTV 1-855-781-1565

HEAR AGAIN!  Try our hearing aid for just 
$75 down and $50 per month! Call   800-426-
4212 and mention 88272 for a risk-free trial! 
FREE SHIPPING! 

HughesNet Satellite Internet - 25mbps starting 
at $49.99/mo! FAST download speeds. WiFi 
built in!  FREE Standard Installation for lease 
customers! Limited Time, Call 1-800-610-4790   

INVENTORS - FREE INFORMATION 
PACKAGE Have your product idea developed 
affordably by the Research & Development 
pros and presented to manufacturers. Call 
1-888-501-0236 for a Free Idea Starter Guide. 
Submit your idea for a free consultation.

Kill Roaches-GUARANTEED! Harris Roach 
Tablets, Sprays, Traps, Concentrate. Hardware 
Stores, The Home Depot, homedepot.com

LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?  
Medicare recipients that suffer with pain may 
qualify for a low or no cost knee or back brace.  
Call 844-308-4307

Lung Cancer? Asbestos exposure in industrial, 
construction, manufacturing jobs, or military 
may be the cause. Family in the home were 
also exposed. Call 1-866-795-3684 or email 
cancer@breakinginjurynews.com. $30 billion 
is set aside for asbestos victims with cancer. 
Valuable settlement monies may not require 
filing a lawsuit.

Meet singles right  now! Call LiveLinks. Try it 
FREE. Call NOW: Call 1-877-737-9447  18+

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Reclaim independence and 
mobility with the compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One. Free information kit! 
Call 888-609-2189

Put on your TV Ears and hear TV with un-
matched clarity. TV Ears Original were origi-
nally    $129.95 - NOW WITH THIS SPECIAL 
OFFER are only $59.95 with code MCB59! 
Call 1-855-993-3188   

misCellAneous 

Recently diagnosed with LUNG CANCER 
and 60+ years old? Call now! You and your 
family may be entitled to a SIGNIFICANT 
CASH AWARD. Call 877-648-6308 today. 
Free Consultation. No Risk.

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT PRESCRIPTION! 
World Health Link. Price Match Guarantee! 
Prescriptions Required.  CIPA Certified. Over 
1500 medications available. CALL Today For 
A Free Price Quote. 1-855-530-8993 Call 
Now! 

70 years old, kids are grown. Still need your 
life insurance? Or is a big LIFE SETTLE-
MENT CASH PAYOUT smarter? Call Benefit 
Advance. 1-866-719-5766   

Sleep Apnea Patients - If you have Medicare 
coverage, call Verus Healthcare to qualify for 
CPAP supplies for little or no cost in minutes. 
Home Delivery, Healthy Sleep Guide and 
More - FREE! Our customer care agents await 
your call. 1-844-545-9175

$$OLD GUITARS & AMPS WANT-
ED$$ GIBSON*FENDER*MARTIN. ALL 
BRANDS. TOP DOLLAR PAID. CALL 
TOLL FREE 1-866-433-8277 

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENE-
FITS. Unable to work? Denied benefits? We 
Can Help! WIN OR PAY NOTHING! Call 
855-862-1929to start your application or ap-
peal today!

Spectrum Triple Play!    TV, Internet & Voice 
for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per second speed. No 
contract or commitment. More Channels. Fast-
er Internet. Unlimited Voice.  Call 1-855-652-
9304 

Start Saving BIG On Medications! Up To 90% 
Savings from 90DAYMEDS! Over 3500 Med-
ications Available! Prescriptions Req’d. Phar-
macy Checker Approved. CALL Today for 
Your FREE Quote. 844-776-7620 

Use RoundUp Weedkiller? Non-Hodgkin’s 
Lymphoma, Multiple Myeloma, and Leuke-
mia may result from RoundUp exposure. A 
recent $2 billion judgment was awarded in a 
RoundUp injury case. Call 1-619-493-4791 
or email RoundUp@breakinginjurynews.
com and let us begin work on your RoundUp 
case today

property For sAle

Lake Front Condo, Gated Area – Lake Eufau-
la. Call 918-616-6800

WAnted to Buy 

TOP CASH FOR CARS, Any Car/Truck, 
Running or Not. Call for INSTANT offer: 
1-888-417-9150

Wants to purchase minerals and other oil and 
gas interests. Send details to P.O. Box 13557 
Denver, Co. 80201 

Reader Advisory: The National Trade As-
sociation we belong to has purchased the 
above classifieds. Determining the value of 
their service or product is advised by this 
publication. In order to avoid misunder-
standings, some advertisers do not offer 
employment but rather supply the readers 
with manuals, directories and other ma-
terials designed to help their clients es-
tablish mail order selling and other busi-
nesses at home. Under NO circumstance 
should you send any money in advance or 
give the client your checking, license ID, 
or credit card numbers. Also  beware of 
ads that claim to guarantee loans regard-
less of credit and note that if a credit re-
pair company does business only over the 
phone it is illegal to request any money 
before delivering its service. All funds are 
based in US dollars. Toll free numbers may 
or may not reach Canada. 

DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help get
the dental care you deserve

If you’re over 50, you can get coverage for about $1 a day*

Keep your own dentist! NO networks to worry about

No wait for preventive care and no deductibles – you could get a checkup tomorrow

Coverage for over 350 procedures – including cleanings,exams, fi llings, crowns…even dentures

NO annual or lifetime cap on the cash benefi ts you can receive

FREE Information Kit
1-877-308-2834
www.dental50plus.com/cadnet

*Individual plan.Product not available in MN, MT, NH, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of thistype. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY;call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN)6096C                                                                MB16-NM001Gc

Product not available in MN, MT, NH, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of 

B B B  M e m b e r  w / 4 0 +  ye a r s  e x p e r i e n ce.

SPECIAL SAVE SAVE!
Pat ios,  Decks  & Sunrooms,

K itchens,  Floors,  Bathrooms,
G arages,  Room Addit ions,

S iding & Roofing.
FFlood Damage Repairs .

M i l i tar y  & Senior  Discounts.

Fr e e  E s t i m a t e s !

Call  918-271-0050

QUALITY      
REMODELING
Qualityconstructionbrokenarrow.com

Get FAA approved maintenance training at campuses 
coast to coast. Job placement assistance. 

Financial Aid for qualifying students. Military friendly. 

Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance
800-481-7894

AIRLINE 
CAREERS

House to Share
for well employed 

older female,
stable person to 

share rent, utilities. 
Buy own food.

Lovely home in Tulsa 
on B.A. border

Call 
918-521-7744

FOR SALE
Generator 5500 kw

Practically New
Camping Equipment

Call 918-346-0600
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AVB Bank 
announces that 
board member 
Neely Kim-
brough was in-
ducted into the 
50-Year Club 
during a special 
awards brunch 
at the Oklahoma 
Bankers Association’s 2019 An-
nual Convention & Trade Show. 
This honor acknowledged more 
than five decades of Kimbrough’s 
service to the banking industry. 

Kimbrough began his bank-
ing career with Arkansas Valley 
State Bank (AVSB) in 1962 as a 
lender. Named president in 1966, 
Kimbrough then assumed the po-
sition of chief executive officer 
in 1984. He served as chairman 
of the board for 10 years, from 
1990 – 2000. Retiring from AVSB 
in 2000, Kimbrough remained 
on AVSB’s board of directors. 
AVSB’s name was rebranded in 
2008 to AVB, and Kimbrough 
now serves as an AVB board 
member. 

Kimbrough stated, “Banking is 
a people business, and trust is es-
sential in building a relationship. 
I have loved every minute of it!” 

Founded in Broken Arrow in 
1905, AVB Bank is currently in 
the fifth generation of family 
management and sixth generation 
of family owner-
ship. 

Taylor Rider 
has joined the 
Sparks Reed Ar-
chitecture and 
Interiors staff as 
an intern. 

“We are very 
happy to have 
Taylor join our team this sum-
mer,” said David Reed, principal 
of the Tulsa firm. “He has a great 
attitude and is eager to learn. He 
is already a productive part of the 
team.” 

With its sports architecture ex-
pertise, Sparks Reed provided the 
22-year-old Oklahoma State Uni-
versity student a chance to delve 
into his favorite fields: athletics 
and commercial design. 

“I really enjoy the computer side 
of design,” said Rider, who also 
uses pen and ink on occasion. “I 
think computers open up a lot of 
power, speeding up the design 
process while allowing you to go 
into more detail.”

His initial work for Sparks Reed 
surprised Rider in many ways. 

“As a kid, I loved playing with 
Legos and Lincoln logs,” he said. 
“From that, I became interested in 
floor plans and design. I like be-
ing able to express creativity this 
way.

“But I didn’t realize how com-
plicated a process it was – and 
how long a process it was – until 
this internship,” said Rider, who 
intends to graduate from OSU’s 
School of Architecture in Decem-
ber. “I got a taste of it in college, 
but this job taught me how di-
verse a job this is.”

Sparks Reed Architecture and 
Interiors was founded in 2011 
by principals David Reed, Gary 
Sparks and Jill Selman. To learn 
more about the firm and its past 
projects, visit sparksreed.com or 
call David Reed at 918-884-6007.

“I feel very blessed to be here,” 
said Rider, noting his tutelage 
under Sparks Reed principal 
David Reed and intern architect 
Bryan Broaddrick. “David and 
Bryan have been very open to 
letting me fail, and that’s helped 
me gain experience. They’ve put 
a lot of trust in what I’m doing. 
That’s been nice, being turned 
loose. A little scary, too, but 
nice.”

Mayor G.T. By-
num announced 
that Becky Gligo 
will serve as the 
Housing Policy 
Director for the 
City of Tulsa. 

Gligo will 
be responsible 
for working with 
city and state housing agencies, 
non-profit entities, philanthropic 
organizations and developers to 
achieve key outcomes of neighbor-
hood revitalization and affordable 
housing preservation and develop-
ment. Gligo will also identify and 
implement local and state policy 
changes that will help reduce Tul-
sa’s rate of evictions while devel-
oping and implementing affordable 
incentives to help increase the safe-
ty, health, affordability and preser-
vation of existing housing in Tulsa. 

“With her long-standing commit-
ment to improving people’s lives in 
the areas of housing and education, 
Becky will fill an integral role at the 
City of Tulsa through a focus on 
housing,” Mayor G.T. Bynum said. 
“I am very grateful for the Anne 
and Henry Zarrow Foundation’s 
partnership in addressing this need 
in our community.” 

Prior to the City of Tulsa, Gligo 
served as the director of portfo-
lio management for Tulsa Public 
Schools where she monitored sev-
en charter schools and Oklahoma’s 
first partnership school. In this role, 
she also served as the Tulsa Public 
Schools liaison to the Tulsa Hous-
ing Authority and Urban Strategies, 
Inc. for the Choice Neighborhoods 
Initiative.

  “I am honored to have the oppor-
tunity to join the City of Tulsa’s ef-
forts to ensure that all Tulsans have 
access to stable and sound housing 
opportunities,” said Gligo. “I look 
forward to working collaboratively 
with all stakeholders to protect and 
expand affordable housing across 
our city.”

The City of 
Broken Arrow 
has announced 
Matt Hendren as 
Parks and Recre-
ation Director. 

“I am honored to 
be chosen to lead 
the Broken Arrow 
Parks and Recre-
ation Department into an exciting 
future,” Hendren said.  

Hendren joins the city from Nor-
man, where he has served as parks 
superintendent since 2015. Prior 
to that, he worked for Wyandotte 
County, Kan., as well as for golf 
courses in the Kansas City area.

“I am excited to have Matt join 
our leadership team,” said City 
Manager Michael Spurgeon. “The 
energy and experience he will bring 
to the Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment will be a vital addition to the 
organization.” 

Hendren is a Certified Parks and 
Recreation Professional, Certified 
Aquatic Facility Operator, a gradu-
ate of the National Recreation and 
Park Association (NRPA) Directors 
School, and a trustee for the Okla-
homa Recreation and Parks Society 
Board of Directors.  He will be in 
charge of 41 parks and 800 acres of 
public space.

Jessica Smith, 
a commercial 
banking officer at 
the First National 
Bank in Broken 
Arrow, graduated 
from the Oklaho-
ma Bankers As-
sociation’s 2018-
19 Emerging 
Leaders Academy at the OBA’s 
122nd Annual Convention and 
Trade Show.

Smith was selected from a large 
pool of applicants to participate 
in the academy, which consisted 
of six one-day sessions from Oc-
tober 2018 to March 2019. Each 
session centered on develop-
ing leadership and management 
skills by using creative instruc-
tion techniques and active partic-
ipation.

The OBA represents approxi-
mately 200 banks across the state 
and serves as the primary advo-
cate for the banking industry. It’s 
also heavily involved in continu-
ing education for bankers, fraud 
training and prevention as well 
as legal and compliance services 
and communications for its mem-
ber banks.

The Jenks 
Chamber of 
Commerce has 
announced the 
addition of Lane 
Castleberry to 
its staff to serve 
as director of 
communications.

C a s t l e b e r r y 
previously served as web content 
and social media coordinator 
for Oklahoma Baptist Universi-
ty from 2012 to May 2019. He 
graduated from OBU with a de-
gree in news and information in 
2011.

Castleberry will be responsible 
for all public relations, design 
and creative efforts to maintain 
the Chamber brand. He will reg-
ularly communicate with current 
and prospective Chamber mem-
bers, members of the public and 
the media. Castleberry will plan, 
promote and enhance programs 
that achieve the Chamber’s mis-
sion and goals.

Eager to start working, Castle-
berry said he looks forward to 
getting more acquainted with the 
Jenks community.

“Jenks is a beautiful city with 
a vibrant community, and I very 
much look forward to interacting 
with the people who make Jenks 
great,” he said. 

President and CEO of the Cham-
ber Josh Driskell is glad to wel-
come Castleberry to the Chamber 
staff.

“We look forward to working 
with Lane,” Driskell said. “His 
skill set will be a benefit to both 
the organization and to our mem-
bers.”

When not working at the Cham-
ber, Castleberry said he enjoys 
spending time with his fiancée, 
Codi, playing board games and 
writing music.

For questions about the Cham-
ber, or to welcome Lane to the 
team, email lane.castleberry@
jenkschamber.com or call 918-
299-5005.

BUSINESS & PEOPLE NOTES

KIMBROUGH GLIGO SMITH

CASTLEBERRY

HENDREN

RIDER

Christy Craig Thames
Joins Retrospec Films
By NANCY HERMANN
Variety Editor

Retrospec Films, Oklahoma’s 
largest production studio and 
Tulsa-based film company, has 
named Christy Craig Thames 
as director of client relations. 
Operating from an expansive 
12,000-square-foot facility in 
Tulsa, Retrospec has grown into 
a nationally known multi-facet-
ed film company. The addition 
of Thames to the current staff is 
another step in expanding Retro-
spec’s client-centered expertise 
and services.

“Relationships are everything 
in this business,” emphasizes 
Retrospec Owner and Director 
Jason Burks.“  As we grow, we 
need someone who knows busi-
ness and scalability ― someone 
who is genuine and engaging. 
Added to that, Christy’s strong 
appreciation and understanding 
of the arts and the Tulsa commu-
nity is a big win.”

With advanced degrees in bio-
chemistry and chemistry from 
the University of Tulsa, Thames 
has served in leadership roles 
that include founding her own 
biotech company in 2009, lead-
ing strategy and business de-
velopment initiatives for a large 
international oil and gas firm 
as well as overseeing brand 
and public relations for locally 
owned businesses. Her experi-
ence includes the creation and 
spearheading of marketing, cus-
tomer and public relations plans 
and E-Commerce.

“Creating business and oper-
ation strategies that maximize 
shareholder value and interests 
are key ways I have helped com-
panies,” says Thames. “Devel-
oping a company’s cultural en-
richment through increased civic 
and community engagement is 
another important component in 
the overall success of a compa-
ny,” she adds.

Thames says, “Retrospec 
Films is transforming the way 
businesses, products, and or-
ganizations share their stories. 
For me everything begins with 
establishing a strong under-
standing of a client’s business. 
That pulse leads to an organic 
creative strategy where my team 
and I can share a company’s 
story in a profoundly impactful 
way for both business and the 
company culture.”

Thames and her husband, 
Dustin, are longtime advocates 
and patrons of the arts. She serves 
several local non-profits, includ-
ing Tulsa Symphony’s board of 
directors, the Tulsa Foundation 
of Architecture’s board of trust-
ees, and the advisory board for 
Harmony Project Tulsa.

Founded by Burks in 2001 and 
specializing in unique adven-
ture cinematography services, 
Retrospec has filmed in seven 
countries and in all 50 states. 
The company excels in both 
photography and video. “We 
tell stories the way they should 
be told and let our work speak 
for our passion,” says Burks. 
His team competes with other 
national film companies in pro-
viding pre-production planning, 
location scouting, talent acquisi-
tion, and storyboard and script-
ing, along with complete film 
production, post-production and 
editing. Retrospec also employs 
a team dedicated to social media 
content creation and manage-
ment.

The company’s client portfo-
lio is as diverse as its team of 
longtime employees. Projects 
range from work for the State 
of Oklahoma Tourism, Hilti In-
ternational, the American Red 
Cross and PBR Bull Riding to 
music videos for high-profile 
individuals.

“For us to have someone on our 
team who our clients can rely on 
and trust to help make decisions 
keeps us forward-moving in po-
sitioning our clients as industry 
leaders. And Christy can assist 
in thinking outside the box on 
their behalf,” says Burks. “Plus, 
everyone loves being around her. 
She will be our clients’ and our 
best cheerleader.”

Photo by TONY LI

CHRISTY CRAIG THAMES

http://www.daveforsenate.com
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TULSA ARTIST’S GUILD:  Members of the Tulsa Artist Guild held an art show at the 
Broken Arrow Historical Museum in June.  From left, front row, are Pat Flanagan, Marilyn 
Golla-Gass and Helen F. Howerton. Back row from left are Maurice Clyma, Joey Frisillo, 
Carman Schaar-Walden, Anke Dodson and Catherine Johnston. The show included fine 
art in painting, drawing and sculpture.  The next art show will be held Oct. 1 through Oct. 
31 at The Hive Gallery, 115 S. 1st St. in Jenks.  

GTR Newspapers photo

OKLAHOMA HISTORY PERSONIFIED:  Rodger Randle, director of the Center for 
Studies in Democracy and Culture at the University of Oklahoma - Tulsa, welcomes Dr. 
Bob Blackburn, the Director of the Oklahoma Historical Society,  to the Center’s luncheon 
presentation series. Blackburn’s talk was titled, “From Will Rogers to Donald Duck, How 
Popular Culture Reflects Oklahoma History.”  Blackburn is also leading the development 
of the OK Pop Museum in Tulsa.  The event was held July 2.

Courtesy photo

MILLION MEALS PLUS:  Arvest Bank recently launched its annual Million Meals 
initiative to fight hunger in the four-state region the bank serves. The bank has announced 
that with the help of customers and community members, it has exceeded the campaign 
goal by raising a record total of 2.4 million meals in the fight against hunger. This is the 
second consecutive year for a record total of meals raised.  From left are Rita Garrison 
and Stephanie Adkins of Arvest Bank and Eileen Bradshaw and Anushka Raje of the Com-
munity Food Bank of Eastern Oklahoma.

GTR Newspapers photo

HONORING VETS AT GATHERING PLACE:  A ceremony at Gathering Place was 
held July 4 to honor veterans of World War II. In the photo, a member of Boy Scout 
Troop 153 introduces his troop and asks questions and guides the conversation between 
the veterans and the local boy scouts.  In the background is Gathering Place Executive 
Director Tony Moore.

GTR Newspapers photo

SUCCESSFUL FUNDRAISER:  Tina Commodore, News Director for Fox 23 and KRMG, 
presents Northeast Oklahoma Board Chair Shiela Haynes with a check for $121,922 at the 
Volunteer Appreciation event in Northeast Oklahoma Monday evening.  On Thursday, May 
30, in response to the devastating tornadoes and flooding in northeastern Oklahoma coun-
ties, the Cox Media Group, (CMG)  held a bucket brigade fundraiser for the American Red 
Cross of Oklahoma and helped to raise $127,000 that was earmarked for recovery efforts. 
The storms that moved through the Tulsa area in the latter part of May this year caused 
devastating damage and left numerous people temporarily homeless.  The Red Cross im-
mediately deployed volunteers and workers to assist the residents of the area, and CMG 
responded with great speed to help provide funds to the Red Cross. For more information, 
or to make an appointment to donate blood, visit RedCrossBlood.org or call 1-800-RED 
CROSS (1-800-733-2767).
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EVERYTHING YOU NEED.
EVERYWHERE YOU GO.
When you start a relationship with Central 

Bank, you’ll immediately have access to 

a community bank with comprehensive 

offerings, cutting-edge technology, and 

leading-edge banking solutions. We have  

all the tools you need to move, manage,  

and maximize your money with ease.  

Discover what’s possible with Central Bank.  

We do banking better.

centralbank.net
Member FDIC
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Support the Tulsa Drillers at ONEOK Field in July and August!
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More Bank for Your Buck

Free Small Business Checking

10

AlAddin Jr.
Theatre Tulsa
2 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

rent: School edition
Theatre Tulsa
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

rent: School edition
Theatre Tulsa
2 & 7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

rent: School edition
Theatre Tulsa
2 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

MAnuel Vignoulle- 
M/MotionS
Theatre Tulsa
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

exchAnge choreog-
rAphy FeStiVAl
Theatre Tulsa
4:30 & 7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for 

exchAnge choreog-
rAphy FeStiVAl
Theatre Tulsa
2 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

giordAno dAnce 
chicAgo
Choregus Productions
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Fly dAnce coMpAny
Choregus Productions
4 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

MichAel cAVAnAugh: 
the MuSic oF Billy 
Joel And elton John
Cavanaugh Productions
7 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

MAMMA MiA!
Theatre Tulsa
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

the WiggleS pArty 
tiMe tour!

Wiggles Live
12:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

MAMMA MiA!
Theatre Tulsa
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

MAMMA MiA!
Theatre Tulsa
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

MAMMA MiA!
Theatre Tulsa
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

MAMMA MiA!
Theatre Tulsa
2 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

BroWn BAg it: tulSA 
pAc StAFF
PAC Trust
12:10 p.m.
FREE event.

30

We Offer Health 
Savings Accounts

23

New Name. Same Bank.

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

August 3

tulSA drillerS
vs Frisco
7:05 p.m. 
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 

more information.

tulSA drillerS
vs Frisco
7:05 p.m. 
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

tulSA drillerS
vs Frisco
7:05 p.m. 
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

tulSA drillerS
vs Midland
7:05 p.m. 
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

tulSA drillerS
vs Midland
7:05 p.m. 
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

tulSA drillerS
vs Midland
7:05 p.m. 
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

tulSA drillerS
vs Midland
7:05 p.m. 
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

tulSA drillerS
vs NW Arkansas
7:05 p.m. 
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

tulSA drillerS
vs NW Arkansas
7:05 p.m. 
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

tulSA drillerS
vs NW Arkansas
7:05 p.m. 
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

tulSA drillerS
vs NW Arkansas
7:05 p.m. 
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

tulSA drillerS
vs Springfield
7:05 p.m. 
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

tulSA drillerS
vs Springfield
7:05 p.m. 
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

tulSA drillerS
vs Springfield
7:05 p.m. 
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

tulSA drillerS
vs Springfield
7:05 p.m. 
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

tulSA drillerS
vs Springfield

7:05 p.m. 
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

tulSA drillerS
vs Springfield
7:05 p.m. 
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

tulSA drillerS
vs Springfield
7:05 p.m. 
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

29

Ask about fraud ID protection

MichAel BuBlé 
BOK Center
8 p.m. 
Visit bokcenter.com for more 
information.

yogA For eVery 
Body
Central Library
5:30 –7 p.m. 
Visit tulsalibrary.org for 

more information.

Fourth AnnuAl 
triViA night: 
AcroSS the 
uniVerSe
Central Library
6:30 –8:30 p.m. 

Visit tulsalibrary.org 
for more informa-
tion.

MoVie MArAthon: hArry 
potter BirthdAy BASh
Central Library
6:30 –8:30 p.m. 
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

StorytiMe For 
groWn-upS: dog 
dAyS oF SuMMer
Central Library
6:30 –8:30 p.m. 
Visit tulsalibrary.org for info.

young Adult FAntASy/
Science Fiction Book 
cluB
Hardesty Regional Library
7 – 8 p.m. 
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

coVer to coVer Book 
cluB
Broken Arrow Library
6:30 –7:30 p.m. 
Lively discussion 
of “Elevation” by 
Stephen King. 
Visit tulsalibrary.
org for more 
information.

heAlthcAre ApplicAtion 
ASSiStAnce
Central Library
9 a.m. – 12 p.m. 
Visit tulsalibrary.org for info.

intro to 3d 
printing
Central Library

6 – 7 p.m. 
Visit tulsalibrary.org 
for more informa-
tion.

tech tAlk: coding 
ViSuAlS
Central Library
6 – 7 p.m. 
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.digitAl literAcy 

lAB orientAtion
Central Library
6 – 7 p.m. 
Visit tulsalibrary.org for info.

StAci grAy MuSic
Bixby Library
11 a.m. – 12 p.m. 
Visit tulsalibrary.org 
for more informa-

FAMily MoVie MondAy: 
“WAll-e” (rAted g)
Charles Page Library
11 a.m. – 12 p.m. 
Visit tulsalibrary.org for 
more information.
FreSh 
FitneSS: run 
WAlk run 
trAining
The Gathering Place
6 p.m. 
Visit gatheringplace.org 
for more information.

FreSh FitneSS: 
pound rockout 
Workout
The Gathering Place
6 p.m. 
Visit gatheringplace.

org for more infor-
mation.

WedneSdAy MAtinee: 
“SpAce BuddieS” (rAt-
ed g)
Nathan Hale Library
1 –2:30 p.m. 
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information. yogA Story tiMe

Tulsa Botanic Garden
9:30 a.m. 
Visit tulsabotanic.org for more 
information.

“My oklAhoMA hoMe” 
Quilt ShoW
Grove Civic Center
12 p.m. 
Visit glocquiltguild.org. for 
more information.20th AnnuAl BoyS 

& girlS cluB 
chArity golF 
tournAMent
Tulsa Country Club 
8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Visit salarmytulsa.
org/events for more 
information.

the heAd And the heArt
Brady Theater
8 p.m. 
Visit bradytheater.com for 
more information.

 AnnuAl geM, MinerAl 
And JeWelry ShoW
Tulsa Rock and Mineral Society
9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Visit tulsarockandmineralsoci-
ety.org for more information.

MArShAll tucker BAnd
The Joint at Hard Rock
6 p.m. 
Visit hardrockcasinotulsa.com 
for more information.

SundAy concert SerieS
Guthrie Green
2:30 – 6:30 p.m. 
Visit guthriegreen.com for 
more information.

Food truck WedneSdAy
Guthrie Green
2:30 – 6:30 p.m. 
Visit guthriegreen.com 
for info.

terry FAtor
The Joint at Hard Rock
8 p.m. 
Visit hardrockcasinotulsa.com 
for more information.

Food truck Frenzy
Oklahoma Aquarium
6 – 9 p.m. 
Visit hardrockcasinotulsa.com 
for more information.

38 SpeciAl
The Joint at Hard Rock
8 p.m. 
Visit hardrockcasinotulsa.com 
for more information.

clutch/killSWitch 
engAge
Brady Theater
7:10 p.m. 
Visit bradytheater.com for 
more information.

cArdi B
BOK Center
7 p.m. 
Visit bokcenter.com for 
more information. tulSA roughneckS VS. 

l.A. gAlAxy
ONEOK Field
7:30 p.m. 
Visit roughnecksfc.com  for 
more information.

Senior SAFety & liFe-
Style FAir
Exchange Center at Expo 
Square 
8:30 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

Visit LIFEseniorservices.
org for more information.

hoMe & gArden expo 
oF oklAhoMA
Exchange Center at Expo Square 
11 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Visit exposquare.com for more 
information.

rk ShoWS, inc. gun & 
kniFe ShoW
Exchange Center at Expo Square 
9 a.m. 
Visit exposquare.com for more 
information.

the deAd South
Cain’s Ballroom
8 p.m. 
Visit cainsballroom.com for 
more information.

coMedy night 
Louie’s Grill & Bar

9 p.m. – 12 a.m.
Visit louiesgrillandbar.com 

for more information.

SpAh 2019 hArMonicA 
conVention 
Hyatt Regency Tulsa
Aug. 13 – 17
Visit spah.org for more info.

FirSt FridAy 
Art crAWl
Tulsa Arts 
District
6 – 9 p.m. 
Visit thetulsaarts-
district.org for more 
information.

ArtiSt tAlk With 
deMitrA thoM-

loudiS
108 Contemporary
6 – 9 p.m. 

Visit 108contem-
porary.org for more 

information.

JoAn oSBorne SingS the 
SongS oF BoB dylAn
Cain’s Ballroom
8 p.m. 
Visit cainsballroom.com for 
more information.

FlAtlAnd cAVAlry
Cain’s Ballroom
8 p.m. 
Visit cainsballroom.com for 
more information.

BixBy Metro chAMBer’S 
thirteenth AnnuAl 
tASte oF BixBy
Charley Young Event Park 
5:30 – 7:30 p.m. 
Visit bixbychamber.com for 
more information. lucky hudSon & 

the 12th Street 
gAng
Mary Glass 
Performing Arts 
Center 
7 p.m. 
Visit bixbycham-
ber.com for more 
information.

dude perFect
BOK Center
7 p.m. 
Visit bokcenter.com for more 
information.

oh, tulSA
Living Arts Of Tulsa 
12 – 5 p.m. • Aug. 9 – 22
Visit livingarts.org for 
more information.

proFeSSionAl Bull 
riderS

BOK Center
6:45 p.m. 
Visit bokcenter.com for 
more information.

proFeSSionAl Bull riderS
BOK Center
1:45 p.m. 
Visit bokcenter.com for more 
information.

operAtion 
AWAre golF 
tournAMent
Cedar Ridge 
Country Club 
8 a.m. –12 p.m. 
Visit operation-
aware.org/golf for 
more information.

ShAWn MendeS
BOK Center
7:30 p.m. 
Visit bokcenter.com for more 
information.

the dinner detectiVe
The Hilton Garden Inn

6 – 9 p.m. 
Visit thedinnerdetective.
com for more information.

http://www.centralbank.net
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  CALL 918-254-1515 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION

The City of Tulsa announced the 
nationally recognized SmithGroup 
and Tulsa firm 1Architecture were 
selected to lead the design process 
for Tulsa’s most historic and valu-
able cultural institution, Gilcrease 
Museum. 

Planned improvements for the 
museum will be guided by the 
museum’s recently completed in-
terpretive master plan and feasibil-
ity study, developed by Gallagher 
& Associates, and focused upon 
transforming the visitor experience 

and effectively showcasing the vast 
Gilcrease collection.   

The implementation of the Galla-
gher Plan as well as the museum’s 
improved design will allow Gil-
crease Museum to better engage 
the Tulsa community as well as its 
national audience through architec-
ture, exhibitions and programming 
that reflect a changing America. In 
addition, the improvements will al-
low for more of the Gilcrease col-
lection to be exhibited as well as 
the addition of expanded space for 
hosting traveling exhibitions. Some 
of the other features will include a 
new building façade, a grand entry 
and great hall, open storage space 
for additional displays, and dedi-
cated education space.

“Gilcrease Museum contains the 
greatest collection of American art 
and history outside of that owned 
by the federal government. The 
citizens of Tulsa own it, and they 
overwhelmingly approved funding 
in Vision Tulsa for the museum fa-
cility to be updated in a way that 

reflects  the quality of  their  collec-
tion,” Mayor G.T. Bynum said. 
“We received proposals from many 
of the best architecture firms in the 
world, and after a difficult selection 
process I am excited to move for-
ward with the team of internation-
ally-renowned SmithGroup and 
Tulsa-based 1Architecture.”

Voters approved the Vision Tul-
sa package in 2016, which includ-
ed the $65 million capital project 
for Gilcrease Museum. A generous 
donation of an additional $10 mil-
lion from the A.R. and Marylouise 
Tandy Foundation will lead to a total 
project budget of $75 million. The 
University of Tulsa has managed 
Gilcrease Museum for 11 years on 
behalf of the City.  TU is committed 
to help move Gilcrease toward long-
term sustainability as it continues to 
support its faculty and student en-
gagement with the Gilcrease Collec-
tion through the Helmerich Center 
for American Research.   
With offices in 11 major cities na-

tionwide, SmithGroup has in-depth 

museum renovation and expansion 
expertise. Highlights of their proj-
ect experience includes the Nation-
al Museum of African American 
History and Culture (Smithsonian), 
National Museum of the American 
Indian (Smithsonian), Library of 
Congress, National Gallery of Art, 
Museum of the Bible and Interna-
tional Spy Museum.

“We couldn’t be more excited to 
work with SmithGroup and 1Ar-
chitecture on the largest makeover 
in the museum’s 70-year history,” 
said Susan Neal, executive direc-
tor at Gilcrease Museum and TU 
vice president for public affairs. 
“Keeping Gilcrease integral to Tul-
sa’s quality of life is at the heart of 
this project along with ensuring it 
serves as a major tourism driver for 
the Tulsa economy.  We’ve hired 
a world-class team to support this 
world class museum in keeping 
with the mayor’s goal to make Tul-
sa a nationally competitive city for 
talent, economic investment, and 
diversity.”  

City of Tulsa Enters into Historic Partnership 
With Tulsa Performing Arts Center Trust

Mayor G.T. Bynum and the Tul-
sa Performing Arts Center Trust 
signed an agreement creating an 
historic partnership that will allow 
for the future growth of the Tul-
sa Performing Arts Center (PAC) 
while creating an enhanced expe-
rience for PAC visitors.

Originally intended to provide 
a modern facility to house local, 
nonprofit  performing  arts  organi-
zations, the PAC opened its doors 
in March 1977. Constructed with a 
then unique combination of public 
and private funds, the Center was 
owned and operated by the City of 
Tulsa.

Beginning immediately, the Tul-
sa PAC will continue to be owned 
by the City of Tulsa, but under the 
management of the Tulsa Perform-
ing Arts Center Trust, which will 
be handling the day-to-day opera-
tions of the PAC moving forward.

“In the last decade, the City of 
Tulsa has recognized the tremen-
dous  benefit  we  gain  for  cultural 
assets owned by the citizens of 
Tulsa when we can partner with a 
not-for-profit entity that is focused 
on operating them,” Mayor G.T. 
Bynum said. “Gilcrease Museum 
and the Tulsa Zoo have both en-
joyed a renaissance since adopting 
this management approach. We 
believe the Tulsa Performing Arts 
Center has the potential to experi-
ence a similar renewal under the 

management of the Tulsa Perform-
ing Arts Center Trust.”

“The management agreement 
between the City of Tulsa and The 
PAC Trust is truly a monumental 
moment in the life of the Perform-
ing Arts Center. This agreement 
will give us  the financial stability 
and operational flexibility to be at 
the forefront of performing arts in 
our region,” Mark W. Frie, Chief 
Operating Officer, Tulsa Perform-
ing Arts Center Trust said. “Over 
the coming months and years, you 
will see a greater diversity in pro-
gramming, a continued focus on 
making the arts accessible to all 
citizens of Tulsa through our Orbit 
program and a focus on an attain-
able long-range plan for the facil-
ity. It’s my desire for the PAC to 
be the synergistic hub of the city 
where collaboration, creativity, 
innovation and unity happen on a 
daily basis.”

Public funds for building the 
PAC were provided by a 1973 
bond issue. To encourage approv-
al, civic leaders John H. Williams 
and Leta Chapman posed a chal-
lenge to Tulsa citizens: If they 
would vote to fund half of the to-
tal cost for a new performing arts 
center, Williams and Chapman 
would raise a matching amount 
in private dollars. Led by Mayor 
Robert J. LaFortune, Tulsa vot-
ers overwhelmingly approved the 
challenge and “Everyone’s Place” 
held its first concert on March 19, 
1977, featuring the Tulsa Philhar-
monic and jazz great Ella Fitzger-

ald. Today, many arts organiza-
tions utilize the facility including 
Tulsa Opera, Tulsa Ballet, Tulsa 
Symphony, Theatre Tulsa, Amer-
ican Theatre Company, Theatre 
North, Tulsa Town Hall, Chamber 
Music Tulsa, Choregus Produc-
tions, Theatre Pops, Tulsa Proj-
ect Theatre, Celebrity Attractions 
(presenting Broadway shows) and 
many other local, regional and na-
tional groups.

“I believe our community wants 
to see the PAC thrive, grow and 
prosper. With improvements in 
the facility, partnerships and col-
laborations, audience growth and 
diversity through arts, we can 
continue to entertain and educate 
and  while  remaining  financially 
secure,” Billie Barnett, Tulsa Per-
forming Arts Center Trust Chair 
said. “The PAC Trust takes on this 
task with enthusiasm and commit-
ment so that all citizens will want 
to experience the Tulsa Perform-
ing Arts Center and consider it 
‘Everyone’s Place.’”

The management agreement fol-
lows multiple studies recommend-
ing a management agreement as a 
necessary next step in creating a 
stronger Performing Arts Center 
in Tulsa. The basic structure of 
the management agreement would 
generally emulate other manage-
ment agreements the city already 
has with SMG (BOK Center and 
Convention Center), The Univer-
sity of Tulsa (Gilcrease Muse-
um), TZMI (Tulsa Zoo), and Billy 
Casper Golf Management (Page 

Belcher and Mohawk Golf Cours-
es), by which the PAC Trust will 
manage the city-owned asset for 
a management fee. The fee will 
represent baseline operating sup-
port, based on current net operat-
ing funding. The agreement will 
be for a term of 25 years, subject 
to annual appropriations. PAC em-
ployees who were employed by 
the city will now be employed by 
the PAC Trust.

The names of people and shows 
that have come through the Tulsa 
PAC is too numerous to list, but 
many nationally-known superstars 
have graced the stage including 
Fitzgerald, Red Skelton, Luciano 

Pavarotti, Itzhak Perlman, Andre 
Watts, Beverly Sills, Joshua Bell, 
Kelly Clarkson, Michael Bublé, 
Jerry Seinfeld, Chris Botti, Cathy 
Rigby, Tony Bennett, Steve Mar-
tin, David Sedaris, Kelli O’Ha-
ra, Kenny Loggins, Norah Jones, 
Lyle Lovett, Judy Collins and 
more. Some of the biggest shows 
that have come through include 
the touring Broadway produc-
tions of The Book of Mormon, 
Wicked, Disney’s The Lion King, 
Cats and Jersey Boys. The all-time 
attendance record of 94,588 for 
one show was set in 1996 by the 
5-week run of The Phantom of the 
Opera.

Courtesy City of Tulsa

LOOKING FORWARD:  City of Tulsa Mayor G.T. Bynum, left, and 
Tulsa Performing Arts Center Chief Operating Officer Mark W. Frie at 
the signing of the agreement creating an historic partnership that will 
allow for the future growth of the Tulsa Performing Arts Center (PAC) 
while creating an enhanced experience for PAC visitors.

Nominations Now Open for the 2020 
Women of the Year – Pinnacle Awards

YWCA in partnership with the 
Mayor’s Commission on the Sta-
tus of Women will honor exem-
plary women leaders in the Tulsa 
community.

Nominations are now open 
for the 2020 Women of the Year 
–  Pinnacle  Awards  event.  This 
event recognizes those wom-
en from the Tulsa community 
who are exemplary leaders, who 
have served as role models, and 
whose contributions have made 
a long-lasting impact. Women in 
Tulsa continue to make changes 
and break barriers, and the event 
will celebrate those who are lead-

ers in their fields.
The award categories for the 

event include nominations for 
women leaders in arts and hu-
manities, corporate/business/
trade, community building, and 
education and public service. A 
Rising Star award will also be 
given to a young woman who is 
making  significant  contributions 
to her school, community and/or 
work place. There will also be a 
Corporate Champion Award to 
recognize a business in Tulsa that 
sets an example for developing 
women as leaders, creating an 
inclusive work environment, and 

dedicating resources to ensure a 
safe and equitable workplace for 
all.

“Through our partnership with 
the Mayor’s Commission on the 
status of women, we have had the 
opportunity to recognize wom-
en from all over Tulsa who are 
groundbreakers, change makers, 
and overall advocates for improv-
ing the Tulsa Community,” said 
Julie  Davis, YWCA  CEO.  “It  is 
incredibly inspiring to hear the 
stories of these women’s lives, 
their history, and their passion for 
service to Tulsa.” Past award win-
ners come from a variety of back-

grounds and include women such 
as Alison Anthony, President and 
CEO of Tulsa Area United Way, 
Kimberly Johnson, CEO of Tulsa 
City-County Library, and Debo-
rah Hunter, Family and Children’s 
Services Case Manager and poet.

Nominations are open online 
through Monday, July 22, at Tul-
saPearlParty.org and can be made 
by individuals or businesses. The 
award winners will be announced 
at the end of summer, and the 
awards celebration will take place 
leading up to International Wom-
en’s Day on Thursday, March 5, 
2020.

Gilcrease Museum Capital Project Moves 
Forward with Selection of Architects

http://www.cjschooluniforms.com
http://www.facebook.com/scottys8040
http://www.ttownpartysupply.com



