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Kirbey Dietzel of Jenks Named Finalist 
For Oklahoma’s Teacher of the Year
In a recent formal announce-

ment, the Oklahoma State Depart-
ment of Education named Kirbey 
Dietzel, fifth grade teacher at 
Jenks East Intermediate, as one of 
12 finalists for the State Teacher of 
the Year Award. Dietzel is entering 
her seventh year as a mathematics 
and science teacher at Jenks Pub-
lic Schools. 

“I am incredibly honored to be 
a finalist for State Teacher of the 
Year,” Dietzel remarked. “It is 
humbling to be mentioned with 
such an outstanding group of ed-
ucators from around our state and 
to have the opportunity to repre-
sent this profession. I love helping 
students reach their goals, and I 
am so grateful to my colleagues at 
Jenks Public Schools for their help 
and encouragement in making me 
the teacher I am today.”

Dietzel, a native of Shawnee, 
Oklahoma and a graduate of the 
University of Oklahoma, was 
named the 2019 District Teach-
er of the Year for Jenks Public 
Schools. She was selected as fi-
nalist for the State Teacher of the 
Year Award after submitting an 
application packet to a panel of 
educators, members of the busi-
ness community, legislators, and 
non-profit partners. The Oklaho-
ma Teacher of the Year will be re-
vealed on Sept. 17 in a ceremony 
at State Fair Park in Oklahoma 
City. 

“We are so proud of Kirbey and 
all she has done for her students 
and for our District,” said Dr. Sta-
cey Butterfield, superintendent 
of Jenks Public Schools. “She is 
a tremendous representative for 
public education and for our entire 
community. It is a joy to witness 
her passion for learning and her 
dedication to her students. We are 
thankful to have Kirbey at JPS. 
She is very deserving of this hon-
or.”

Beyond guiding her students 
through equations and experi-
ments, Dietzel enjoys helping fifth 
graders navigate their stage of life 
and setting them up for future suc-

cess. “They are trying to be loved 
and accepted by their teacher, but 
also trying to figure out who they 
are as people,” Dietzel stated. 
“Part of what I love about teach-
ing is helping students get to know 

themselves and pointing them in 
the right direction.”

The selection of Dietzel marks the 
sixth consecutive year an educa-
tor from Jenks Public Schools has 
been named a finalist for the state 

award. Romney Nesbitt (2015), 
Jenniffer Callaway (2016), Brit-
tany Hix (2017), Shala Marshall 
(2018) and Amy Greenhaw (2019) 
were all nominees for the highest 
teaching honor in the state. 
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ALL SMILES:  Happily waiting in anticipation of the announcement of the Oklahoma Teacher of the Year 
award are, from left, Superintendent of Jenks Public Schools Dr. Stacey Butterfield, Nathan Dietzel, Kirbey Di-
etzel, Oklahoma State Superintendent Joy Hofmeister and Site Principal at Jenks East Intermediate Linda Reid.

United Way to Launch Campaign on
Sept. 6 at Jenks-Bixby Football Game
The Tulsa Area United Way will 

unveil the goal of this year’s cam-
paign for the community at the 
Jenks – Bixby High School foot-
ball game on Friday, Sept. 6.

The game will begin at 7:30 
p.m. at Allen Trimble Stadium in 
Jenks.

The United Way will announce 
its goal and officially kick off this 
year’s campaign during halftime 
of the game, with the help of the 
Jenks and Bixby High School 
bands and cheerleaders from both 
schools.  

“We are thrilled to be part of Fri-
day Night Lights and appreciate 

Bixby and Jenks High Schools 
for helping kick off the campaign 
before thousands of parents and 
fans,” said Alison Anthony, pres-
ident and CEO of the Tulsa Area 
United Way.

Kicking off its annual campaign 
during a high school football 
game has been a tradition at the 
Tulsa Area United Way for sever-
al years. 

“Fall, football and the United 
Way campaign are beloved tra-
ditions that are a natural fit,” An-
thony said. “All of us are working 
hard to support our communities, 
on and off the field.”

The NFL is the national spon-
sor of United Way Worldwide, 
a federation of more than 1,800 
independent United Way organi-
zations. 

The annual Tulsa Area United 
Way campaign for the communi-
ty will run through Nov. 6. The 
local United Way supports 59 
partner agencies in the areas of 
education, health/safety and fi-
nancial stability. 

The public is invited to attend 
the game and tickets are available 
at the gate. For more information, 
or to contribute to this year’s Unit-
ed Way campaign, visit tauw.org.

KUDOS of the MONTH: TCC for 50 Years
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THE ECONOMY
Tulsa Community College 

launches a year-long 50th 
Anniversary celebration 
in September.

By numbers alone, 
TCC has served 
nearly 450,000 stu-
dents in five de-
cades. But the story 
of this institution is 
more than numbers 
and reaches deep into 
the community.

“TCC has educated 
generations of Tulsans. And, in 
doing so, the College has helped 
to define Tulsa itself. From our 
beginning to our footprint to-

day, the College meets students 
where they are, work-

ing to shape and 
develop them 
as they learn,” 
said TCC 
President and 
CEO Leigh 
B. Goodson.
What started

as a call from Tul-
sa-area community 
and business lead-
ers for access to 

public higher education led 
to the opening in 1970 of Tulsa 
Junior College, later changed to 
Tulsa Community College. 

As with any start-up, the early 
years included stories of sacrifice 
and grit. With a larger than antici-
pated response and more students 
than classroom seats the first se-
mester, students improvised and 
brought lawn chairs until enough 
seats could be ordered.

The College would grow from 
2,800 and one campus to a 
multi-campus college serving 
more than 24,000 students each 
year.

“We celebrate the success our 
students have achieved through 
education. Since 90 percent of 
TCC’s graduates live and work 
in the greater Tulsa area, we also 

celebrate the contributions they 
make to our community,” said 
Goodson.

TULSA JUNIOR COLLEGE
METRO CAMPUS, 1975
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Best Auto Repair Service
Stewart Automotive

Best Bank
Mabrey Bank

Best Credit Union
 TTCU Federal Credit Union

Best Drug Store
Walgreens

Best Financial Advisor
Edward Jones

Best Home Builder
Classic Properties

Best Electronics Repair
Hummingbird Electric

Best Hair Salon
Ihloff Salon & Day Spa

Best Heat & Air Service
Airco Services

Best Hotel
Mayo Hotel

Best Lawn Care
Lawn America
Best Nail Salon

Ihloff Salon & Day Spa
Best Photographer

Don Kreutzweiser

Best Travel Agency
Spears Travel
Best Tag Agency

Barnes Tag Agency
Best Insurance Agent

Diane Peacock 
Best Kitchen Design

Metro Appliances and More
Best Mortgage Company

Central Bank of Oklahoma
Best Wireless Phone Service

AT&T
Best Dry Cleaning
Yale Cleaners

Best Home Cleaning
Merry Maids
Best Plumber

Airco Services
Best Pet Boarding
Woodland West
Best Pest Control

Dandy Guaranty Pest Solutions
Best Retirement Community

Senior Star Living
Best Social Media Outlet

Google

Best Chiropractor
Dr. Harry Ramsey

Best Dentist
Dr. Richard Brown

Best Eye Doctor
Dr. Walter Peters

Best Pediatrician
Tulsa Pediatric Group

Best Physician
Michael K. Maxwell, M.D.

Best Veterinarian
Dr. Wynter Wheat/Paw Prints

Best Health Club
Fulton YMCA

Best Health Food Store
Akins

Best Cosmetic Surgeon
Whitlock Cosmetic Center

Best Orthodontist
Dr. Robert J. Herman

Best Preschool
Miss Helen’s Private School

Best Dance School
South Tulsa Dance

Best Bar & Pub
In the Raw on the Hill

Best Brewery
Marshall’s
Best Casino

River Spirit Casino
Best Concert Venue

BOK Center
Best Park

Gathering Place
Best Local Band
MidLife Crisis
Movie Theater

Circle Cinema
Best Museum
Gilcrease

Best New Restaurant
Jam 

Best Asian Restaurant
Asian Fusion
Best Breakfast
Village Inn

Best BBQ
Rib Crib

Best Burger
Phill’s

Best Catering
Party Serve

Best Coffee Shop
Shades of Brown

Best Fine Dining
Polo Grill

Best Ice Cream
Braum’s Ice Cream and Dairy

Best Indian Resaurant
India Palace

Best Italian Resaurant
Oliveto’s

Best Mediterranean Restaurant
Taziki’s

Best Mexican Resaurant
El Tequilas

Best Pizza
Hideaway

Best Seafood
White River

Best Steakhouse
Mahogany Prime Steakhouse

Best Sushi
In the Raw

Best Antique Shop
Windsor Market
Best Appliance Store
Metro Appliance

Best Art/Hobby Store
Hobby Lobby

Best Carpet & Tile Store
C&C Carpet & Tile

Best Clothing Store – Women
Donna’s Fashions

Best Clothing Store – Men
Jos. A. Bank

Best Consignment Store
Top Drawer

Best Skincare Store
Melinda’s Merle Norman

Best Formal Wear
Beshara’s

Best Furniture Store
Mathis Brothers

Best Gift Shop
Canterbury Lane
Best Grocery Store

Reasor’s
Best Paint Store
Anchor Paint

Best Liquor Store
Primo’s Fine Wines & Liquor

Best Shopping Center
Shops of Seville
Best Tire Store

Robertson Tire

Best of

2019 GTR Readers’ Choice for

Best of Greater Tulsa

BUSINESS & SERVICES

HEALTH & WELLNESS

SCHOOLS

ENTERTAINMENT

EATERIES SHOPPING

CONGRATULATIONS 
WINNERS!

http://tulsacc.edu
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Public Service Company of 
Oklahoma (PSO) and the Commu-
nity Food Bank of Eastern Okla-
homa (Food Bank) have teamed 
up to distribute 65,000 energy-ef-
ficient LED bulbs to Tulsa area 
and northeastern Oklahoma fami-
lies in need.

Since 2014, PSO and the Food 
Bank have worked together to co-
ordinate the distribution of ener-
gy-efficient bulbs as part of PSO’s 
Shine A Light project. To date, 
nearly 300,000 northeastern Okla-
homa households have received 
the free light bulbs. 

PSO also coordinates with the 
Community Food Bank of Eastern 
Oklahoma in McAlester and the 
Regional Food Bank of Oklahoma 
in Oklahoma City to provide bulbs 
outside of northeastern Oklaho-
ma.  To date, this combined effort 
has resulted in the distribution of 
450,000 bulbs in PSO-served ar-
eas across the state.  

This year, delivery of 100,000 
LEDs to the food banks began in 
early July.  The food banks are 
now distributing the bulbs through 
their networks of partner agencies.  

“We know that families in need 
are often forced to make difficult 
decisions and food dollars some-
times get cut in order to cover 
other life expenses,” said Jeff 
Brown, PSO Consumer Programs 
manager.  “Through the Shine A 
Light Project, we can provide our 
neighbors ways to save energy and 
lower costs.”

Research shows that up to 
three-quarters of clients served by 
Community Food Bank of Eastern 
Oklahoma report having to choose 
between paying their utility bills 
and paying for food.

“Food insecurity isn’t some-
thing that happens to a family in 
isolation, it’s often part of a larger 
constellation of issues impacting 
poverty and health,” stated Eileen 
Bradshaw, executive director for 
Community Food Bank of East-
ern Oklahoma. “This gift from 
PSO takes those issues into con-
sideration and helps reduce costs 
for the families we serve. We are 
grateful for this generous donation 
and proud to partner with PSO in 
order to distribute these low ener-
gy lights through our network of 
agencies.”

Founded in 1981, the Commu-
nity Food Bank of Eastern Okla-
homa is one of the largest, private 
hunger-relief organizations in 
Oklahoma. With branches in Tulsa 
and McAlester, it distributes food 
to people in need through 720 
programs and Partner Agencies in 
24 counties of eastern Oklahoma. 
Feeding programs include emer-
gency food pantries, soup kitch-
ens, emergency shelters, child 
feeding programs, senior feeding 
programs and veteran’s initiatives. 
In addition, the Food Bank helps 
raise public awareness about hun-
ger and the role of food banking in 
alleviating hunger. For more infor-
mation, visit okfoodbank.org; find 
us on Facebook at www.facebook.
com/okfoodbank or follow us on 
Twitter @okfoodbank.org and In-
stagram @okfoodbank.org.   
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MAYORAL PROCLAMTION:  Pallets loaded with boxes full of LED 
bulbs provide the backdrop as Tulsa Mayor G.T. Bynum (second from 
right) hands Community Food Bank of Eastern Oklahoma board pres-
ident Tom Hutchison a mayoral proclamation designating July 25 as 
Shine A Light Day in Tulsa.  Joining them are Kara Joy McKee, Tulsa 
City Councilor-District 4 (far left) and Jeff Brown, Energy Efficiency 
and Consumer Programs manager for PSO (far right).

PSO, Oklahoma Food Bank
Join to ‘Shine a Light’ on
Area Neighbors in Need

Project Has  
Provided Nearly 
300,000 Free,

Energy-Efficient 
Light Bulbs

http://www.misshelens.com
https://www.facebook.com/thelanetulsa/
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When data showed public in-
toxication was the most prevalent 
charge for fre-
quent offenders in 
Tulsa, I knew we 
had to do some-
thing. That’s why 
in 2016, Tulsa 
Deputy Police 
Chief Jonathan 
Brooks and then 
City Councilor 
Karen Gilbert 
and I embarked 
on a journey to 
Oklahoma City to 
research a Public 
Inebriate Alterna-
tive (PIA), other-
wise known as a 
“drunk tank”. 

Through exten-
sive research and 
help from com-
munity partners 
like 12&12, a 
leader in addic-
tion recovery and 
treatment, and a 
grant from the 
Hardesty Foundation, we were 
able to open Tulsa Sobering Cen-
ter in May 2018. Its measurable 
goal was to offer true jail diver-
sion with a restorative approach, 
aiming to save the City and citi-
zens money, conserve officer time, 

and help decrease the tendency for 
individuals to reoffend. 

At the discretion 
of the Tulsa Po-
lice Department, 
adults detained 
for public intoxi-
cation, who have 
not committed 
any other crimes, 
are taken to the 
Tulsa Sobering 
Center for a 10-
hour period to 
“sleep it off” in 
a safe clean envi-
ronment. During 
their stay, partic-
ipants are provid-
ed with food, a 
place to rest and 
at their discre-
tion, information 
about and access 
to counseling 
and rehabilita-
tion programs for 
substance abuse. 
At the end of the 
holding period, 

adults are released from Tulsa 
Sobering Center without criminal 
charges, court dates or a record of 
arrest. 

A year later, I’m extremely 
pleased to say Tulsa Sobering 
Center has been a huge success. 

From May 2018 – May 2019, 767 
people utilized the facility, all of 
whom would have otherwise gone 
to jail. 

In its first year, Tulsa Sobering 
Center saved nearly 3,000 hours 
of officer time, getting police back 
to patrols more quickly. Police 
officers who used Tulsa Sobering 
Center averaged a 10-minute re-
turn to service time compared to 
previous booking times that took 
hours. 

The data shows the Sobering 
Center connected individuals to 
life-saving treatment. Of the 767 
who visited the facility, 73 en-
tered the medically-supervised 
detoxification program at 12&12, 
and upon completion, 32 of the 73 
went into treatment at 12&12. 

With $250,000 of yearly City 
funding, we’re already seeing a 
return on our investment. Tulsa 
Sobering Center saved the citizens 
of Tulsa hundreds of thousands of 
dollars in jailing and policing ex-
penses in its first year alone. 

The reason for Sobering Center’s 
success was a combination of the 
efforts from Tulsa Police and our 
community partners. Without the 
collaborative effort and common 
vision, none of this would have 
been possible. 

The program works around the 
clock, 365 days a year, seven days 

a week, to help build a safer city 
for all Tulsans. It’s a true commu-
nity resource, a win-win for every-
one, and an example of what we 
can accomplish when common 
sense programs are put into action 
that focus on the underlying sourc-

es of crime. Tulsa Sobering Center 
has proven it’s helping the City be 
more fiscally responsible with its 
public safety funding while tak-
ing a unique approach to address 
mental health and addiction in our 
community. 

July was Home Energy Aid Month 
across Oklahoma and Public Ser-
vice Company of Oklahoma (PSO) 
teamed up with The Salvation 
Army, City of Tulsa and other local 
utilities to help raise awareness and 
support for area residents who need 
temporary assistance paying their 
home heating or cooling bill.

Home Energy Aid Month is a time 
to help thousands of Oklahomans 
facing financial emergencies pay 
for the household energy on which 
all citizens rely.  Families and indi-
viduals who qualify for Home En-

ergy Aid receive assistance through 
the Salvation Army to help pay 
their utility bills.

Funds to provide the assistance 
are generated through customer 
contributions to Public Service 
Company of Oklahoma’s Light 
A Life, Oklahoma Natural Gas’ 
Share The Warmth and Oklahoma 
Gas &  Electric’s Lend A Hand 
programs.    

“Through the generosity of neigh-
bors helping neighbors, last year 
The Salvation Army helped over 
1,850 individuals and families in 

need of utility bill assistance thanks 
to the utility companies’ pro-
grams,” said Major Mark Harwell, 
Area Commander of The Salvation 
Army.  “100 percent of the funds 
given through these programs go to 
help those in need.  It takes only a 
moment to check the contribution 
box on your utility bill and help 
your Green Country neighbor in 
need.” 

To lend support to the effort to 
raise awareness and increase con-
tributions to the utility-supported 
energy assistance programs, Tulsa 
Mayor G.T. Bynum declared July 
“Home Energy Aid Month” in Tul-
sa.

Customers of PSO, ONG or 
OG&E made contributions by look-
ing for the Light A Life, Share the 
Warmth or Lend A Hand informa-
tion on their monthly energy bills.  
Each utility paid all administrative 
costs, so every penny donated went 
to help those in need.  

Donations may continue to be 
made directly to The Salvation 
Army at www.SalArmyTulsa.org.  
All donations are tax deductible.
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From Tulsa’s 
Mayor

By G.T. BYNUM
Mayor of Tulsa

COMPASSION
Amazing things are happening at Hillcrest, 
where our physicians and providers are applying 
advanced medical technologies with heartfelt 
compassion that’s changing lives for the better 
every day. We’re using new treatments, new 
procedures and new approaches to patient care, 
while delivering hope and healing through an 
impressive range of comprehensive services. 
Call 918-585-8000 to schedule an appointment 
with one of our providers.

Changing lives 
for the better.

Hillcrest.com

Area Utilities, Salvation Army, City of Tulsa
Team Up to Promote Home Energy Month

Courtesy photo

ENERGY AID:  Participating in Home Energy Month are, from left, 
Chuck Mitchell, manager of community development, OG&E;  Chris 
Phillips, regional community relations manager, ONG; Peggy Sim-
mons, president and chief operating officer, PSO; Jeannie Cue, Tulsa 
city councilor; and Major Mark Harwell, Area Commander, The Sal-
vation Army.

Tulsa Sobering Center Celebrates First Year 

Courtesy photo

SUCCESSFUL TEAM:  Celebrating the successful first year of the 
Tulsa Sobering Center are, from left, Tulsa Police Chief Chuck Jordan, 
Michelle Hardesty, 12&12 Counselor Amy Hardy, Mayor G.T. Bynum, 
Tulsa Deputy Chief of Police Jonathan Brooks, Tulsa City Councilors 
Jeannie Cue and Cass Fahler and 12&12 CEO Bryan Day. 

http://www.robinsonglass.com
http://hillcrest.com
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GREATER TULSA PERSONALITIES

A BACHELOR’S
DEGREE DESIGNED
FOR LEADERS LIKE
YOU.

NEW AT OSUIT

Technical industry leaders are in high demand today. Oklahoma State University Institute of 
Technology’s new online Bachelor of Technology in Applied Technical Leadership offers a 
fast-track degree focused on real-world, project-based learning experiences. 

At OSUIT, you can build on your Associate in Applied Science and your technical industry 
experience to advance professionally. Visit osuit.edu/atl to learn more.

OSUIT | OSUIT.EDU/ATL | 918.293.4768
OKMULGEE, OK

100% ONLINE 

David Blankenship’s Distinguished Career 
Capped with Okla. Military Academy Honor

Tulsan David Blankenship has 
enjoyed a career in which he 
stood at the forefront of the aer-
ospace industry as an executive 
with Tulsa-based Rockwell Inter-
national, where he began in the 
early 1960s.

In June, Blankenship was hon-
ored at Rogers State University as 
a distinguished alumni of Okla-
homa Military Academy, which 
preceded Rogers State.

Blankenship graduated from 
Webster High School in Tulsa 
and attended junior college at 
the Oklahoma Military Academy 
(OMA) in 1952. 

At OMA he lettered in football, 
basketball and baseball and also 
served on the Drill Team. He says 
making lifelong friendships re-
mains one of his fondest memo-
ries while at OMA. 

Blankenship attended the Uni-
versity of Tulsa and joined the Air 
Force ROTC, graduating in 1955. 
He received his wings at Vance 
Air Force Base in Enid, Okla. and 
was sworn into duty as a second 
lieutenant. He served three years 
on active duty, and as a Captain 
he finished his commitment to 
the Air Force by serving in an Air 
Force Reserve Unit as a pilot at 

Davis Field in Muskogee. During 
the Cuban crisis, he was recalled 
to active duty until the crisis end-
ed. 

In 1962, Blankenship began 
working with the aerospace in-
dustry (North American Aviation) 
when the company was moving 
to Tulsa. He was tapped to set up 
the office and hire personnel. He 
continued in executive positions 
as the company transitioned to 
Rockwell International and ulti-
mately Boeing. He provided lead-
ership in a variety of areas from 
hiring to training to public and 
government relations in the U.S. 
and overseas. 

In retirement, he continues his 
past connections to Spartan Col-
lege of Aeronautics and Technol-
ogy, where he currently serves as 
consultant to the CEO. He also 
serves on the board of Central 
Bank of Oklahoma. 

Blankenship joined the Air 
Force Association and attend-
ed his first annual convention in 
1967. The Air Force Association 
is a national organization promot-
ing the U.S. Air Force and hon-
oring Airman and Air Force her-
itage. He never missed the spring 
or fall meetings until 2017. He 
was elected to the board, elect-

ed President from 1982-83, and 
served as Chairman of the Board 
in 1984. He led the research and 
construction of the AFA Building 
in Virginia while President and 
dedicated it as Chairman. 

He received the National De-
fense Service Medal in 1962, 
the National Management As-
sociation Leadership Award in 
1967 and the Exceptional Service 
Medal, an honor by the Air Force 
for “inspirational leadership and 
dedicated support of strong de-

fense through airpower.” He also 
is a member of the Webster High 
School Hall of Fame. 

In 1967, Blankenship was 
named one of the Outstanding 
Men of America, and in 1973 he 
received the National Manage-
ment Association’s Leadership 
Award.  

Editor’s Note:  The Oklaho-
ma Military Academy operated 
in Claremore from 1919 to 1971, 
when the school transitioned to a 
community college and later be-

came the known as Rogers State 
University.  OMA was recognized 
as “The West Point of the South-
west” with more than 10,000 men 
and women attending the school 
during its distinguished history.  
The OMA Alumni Association was 
formed to preserve the school’s 
legacy.  OMA Alumni have been in-
strumental in providing support to 
RSU, including both scholarships 
and development of the Claremore 
campus.  To learn more, visit www.
rsu.edu/OMA.

Tulsan Stood at the 
Forefront of the Aviation 
Industry with Rockwell

GTR Newspapers photo

HAPPY FAMILY:  David Blankenship holds his Oklahoma Military Academy Distinguished Alumni award 
on the campus of Rogers State University in June as he is surrounded by proud family members.  To his right 
is his wife Joan.  

http://www.osuit.edu
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The entertainment scene for August is 
dominated by the musical that is at the top of 
everyone’s list, “Hamilton.” 
Due to the efforts of local 
Broadway promoter Ce-
lebrity Attractions, 56,000 
ticket holders in Tulsa will 
have their shot at what 
Broadway mavens consider 
the most inventive, dynam-
ic and relevant work of mu-
sical theater to command 
the stage in two decades. 
Winner of 11 Tony Awards, 
including Best Musical and 
the 2016 Pulitzer Prize for 
drama, “Hamilton” plays 
at the Tulsa PAC for three 
weeks, Aug. 20 through 
Sept. 8.

Inspired by Ron Cher-
now’s book by the same 
name, “Hamilton” is the 
masterwork of Lin-Manuel 
Miranda. Before “Hamil-
ton,” Miranda created the 
musical “In the Heights,” 
which played several years ago at the Bro-
ken Arrow PAC and will be released as a 
film in 2020.

Despite being frequently described as a rap 
or hip-hop musical, “Hamilton” combines 
those musical styles with R&B, operetta, 
blues, jazz and pop to tell the story of Amer-
ica’s fledgling years via the travails of the 
brilliant statesman Alexander Hamilton. The 
historical figure was born out of wedlock 
in the West Indies. His father abandoned 
him, and his mother died when Hamilton 
was only 13. He came to the U.S. to make 
his mark and succeeded in not only being a 
major player during America’s war for inde-
pendence, but becoming the first Secretary 
of the Treasury, and the founder of the U.S. 
Coast Guard and the “New York Post.” 

America, the land of opportunity, is cele-
brated through “Hamilton’s” driving musical 
narrative. Jefferson, Washington, Lafayette 

and King George II all weigh in at some 
point. Everyone has his say, and through 

lyrics that are smart and fun. 
During the intrigue and 
gamesmanship of Ameri-
can Revolution, Hamilton 
gained admiration for his 
political savvy, but distain 
from Aaron Burr, the man 
who ultimately bested him 
in a gun duel. The musical 
propels the main character 
toward the fate that awaits 
him, but not before the au-
dience is thoroughly en-
thralled and entertained.

“Hamilton” isn’t the only 
game in town, however. At 
the Hard Rock Casino, Aug. 
17, enjoy ventriloquist Ter-
ry Fator, winner of “Amer-
ica’s Got Talent,” Season 
2. He is talented enough to 
have a theatre named for 
him at The Mirage in Las 
Vegas. Fator has 15 puppets 
that sing and impersonate 

famous singers or celebrities. Donald Trump 
is a relatively new puppet. 

Brian Setzer’s Rockabilly Riot Summer 
Tour electrifies The Joint at the Hard Rock 
on Aug 22. A three-time Grammy winner 
and well-known Stray Cats guitarist, song-
writer and vocalist, Setzer will appear as part 
of a foursome of musicians playing drums, 
piano/guitar and bass. 

Making music together for more than 30 
years, Spin Doctors slam into the Osage Ca-
sino Skyline Event Center on Aug. 17. Still 
retaining four of its original members, the 
rock band from New York City has explored 
a range of styles over their three decades to-
gether and are planning a new studio album.

Timed to coincide with the release of their 
new album, “DNA,” The Backstreet Boys 
will bring their biggest arena tour in 18 years 
to the BOK Center, Aug. 28. The group has 

          (Continued on page 7)
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Show Buzz

By NANCY HERMANN

VARIETY

‘Hamilton’ Takes Center Stage

Photo by Joan Marcus 

HAMILTON: Joseph Morales stars as the 
brilliant statesman Alexander Hamilton in 
Celebrity Attractions’ presentation of “Ham-
ilton,” Aug. 20-Sept. 8 at the Tulsa PAC.  

Courtesy photo 

TBII: Enjoy a trio of fresh contemporary works, composed by hot choreographers and 
danced by  Tulsa Ballet’s young and talented second company, Aug. 23-25 at Studio K. 

Courtesy photo 

MARY J. BLIGE: No one can sing about 
love’s heartbreak like the veteran R&B diva. 
River Spirit Casino hosts Blige for one con-
cert only, Aug. 23.  

Courtesy photo 

THE BACKSTREET BOYS: The BOK 
Center welcomes the group for their biggest 
arena tour in 18 years, Aug. 28.  

http://radioidl.com/feed/podcast
http://www.merlenorman.com/
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By NANCY HERMANN
Variety Editor

Chamber music has evolved 
from the days of gilded rooms 
and powdered wigs into a vibrant 
experience that features some of 
the finest musicians on the planet. 
Concerts are visceral and com-
pelling musical conversations 
between players and audience 
members. The music draws from a 
variety of timeframes and inspira-
tions and is played on instruments 
as diverse as saxophone and vio-
lin. 

Formerly known as Concertime 
and celebrating its longevity under 
the banner of “Sixty-Six Years on 
Route 66,” Chamber Music Tulsa 
has been the art form’s passionate 
advocate for decades. 

Program Committee member 
Kathleen Gerety, CMT Board 
President Claire Farr and CMT 
Executive Director Bruce Sorrell 
shared their perspectives on the 
organization and its upcoming 
season. 

GTR: Kathy, you’ve been heavi-
ly involved in programming choic-
es for several years. What was the 
spark that created the Route 66 
theme for this year?

Gerety: I think it was the happy 
coincidence of the 66th season and 
the prominence of “66” in local 
lore (Route 66, Phillips 66, etc). 
Broad themes can be an effective 
way to guide us in selecting pro-
grams for a season, and there is 
an increasing interest in develop-

ing connections between our pro-
grams and distinctively “Tulsa” 
history and culture.

GTR: Is there a performance 
or group that you are particularly 
looking forward to this season?

Gerety: I’m especially excited 
that we’ve programmed contem-
porary music with every ensem-
ble, and that both Miró Quartet 
and McGill-McHale Trio are per-
forming brand-new works.

GTR: When you travel to con-
ferences or concerts to hear en-
sembles that are prospective 
candidates for the CMT concert 
season, what are you looking for 
specifically?

Gerety: Most (but not all) en-
sembles that we hear in showcas-
es are very good players. We seek 
excellence, of course, but also per-
sonality, expressiveness, and stage 
presence.  “Stage presence” for 
me means that the musicians are 
conscious of their audiences, draw 
them in, and have the poise and 
maturity to talk to their listeners 
about the music, and about their 
choices of repertoire. Musicians 
who choose to concentrate on 
chamber music are generally very 
thoughtful artists and like the inti-
macy and interactions that are the 
defining characteristics of cham-
ber concerts. So we tend to choose 
groups that display those qualities 
in ways that engage and entertain 
our audiences.

GTR: Claire, as board president, 

what, in your view, does CMT do 
well?

Farr: We remain focused on 
truly excellent ensembles and 
programs, and we continually 
look for ways to offer those pro-
grams in appealing formats. For 
example, we recently added the 
Friday Gallery Series to expand 
the opportunities for a concert 
with wine and food beyond our 
traditional Saturday Salon se-
ries, which has been sold out for 
years. Our board has explicitly 
concentrated on inclusion and 
accessibility in our defining core 
values and beliefs. In the last sev-
eral years, our program commit-
tee has increasingly worked to 
take demographic diversity into 
considerations in selecting musi-
cians and composers. The board 
also prioritized keeping student 
tickets at only $5 for our Sunday 
concerts so families can afford to 
attend.

GTR: Which performances are 
you excited about in this “Six-
ty-six Years on Route 66” lineup?

Farr: I’m very excited about the 
Harlem Quartet, which makes their 
debut on our series in November. 
The quartet offers a unique blend 
of repertoire across classical, Latin 
and jazz. Their passionate commit-
ment to diversity and excellence 
has made them a leading ensemble 
in educational residencies. Be-
yond their concerts on the CMT 
series, the quartet will be in Tulsa 
for a week to perform for all 3,500 
fourth graders in the Tulsa Public 

Schools through the Any Given 
Child-Tulsa program.

GTR: Why does CMT value the 
education component of what it of-
fers the community?

Farr: CMT is committed to mu-
sical education and outreach to the 
community because we believe in 
the transformative power of ex-
cellent live chamber music. It was 
striking to me that a commitment 
clearly stated back in our origi-
nal incorporation in the 1950s re-
mains today: “To cultivate… and 
encourage a popular education, 
understanding, taste and love of 
music…”

GTR: Bruce, our community 
loved the Miró Quartet’s perfor-
mances during CMT’s highly suc-
cessful Beethoven Winter Festival 
in 2017. What is it about the Miró 
that draws such a response every 
time they perform?

Sorrell: They have a visceral 
approach to music-making that 
electrifies the room. Though they 
give quiet passages keenly felt in-
tensity, in bravura passages they 
unleash a controlled ferocity that 
keeps you at the edge of your seat.

GTR: For someone who is new 
to chamber music, how can they 
best acclimate themselves to the 
experience in order to gain a deep-
er appreciation?

Sorrell: In my opinion, you don’t 
have to know anything about cham-
ber music to enjoy its beauty. The 
excitement of hearing chamber 

music played in an intimate setting 
is truly thrilling. The biggest thing 
that I think is true of our series is 
that everyone is passionate about 
sharing the experience. Even if you 
don’t know much about it, we will 
welcome you and hope you will be-
come as hooked as we are.

Chamber Music Tulsa season 
opens with American Brass Quin-
tet, Sept. 21-22, followed by the 
Lysander Piano Trio, Oct. 11-
13; Harlem Quartet, Nov. 8-10; 
Daedalus Quartet, Jan. 31-Feb. 2; 
McGill-McHale Trio, Mar. 6-8 and 
the Miró Quartet, Apr. 4-5. A Fri-
day Gallery series will be held at 
ahha and Duet Jazz. Sunday con-
certs are performed at the Tulsa 
PAC. Check the Chamber Music 
Tulsa website, chambermusictul-
sa.org, for ticket prices and special 
event information.
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Use RoundUp
Weedkiller?

Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma,Multiple Myeloma, and
Leukemia may result from RoundUp exposure. A recent

$2 Billion Judgment
was awarded in a RoundUp injury case.

Call 1-619-493-4791 or email
RoundUp@breakinginjurynews.com

and let us begin work on your RoundUp case today.

Chamber Music Celebrates Sixty-Six Years on Route 66

SEASON OPENER: The American Brass Quintet opens Chamber Mu-
sic Tulsa’s season, Sept. 21-22.

  (Continued from page 6)
been setting and breaking re-
cords in Las Vegas for more than 
a year. 

It’s great to see the River Spirit 
Casino up and running like they 
never dropped a stitch. Whoa. 
They’ve booked the Canadian 
band Nickelback on Aug. 16; 
Oklahoma’s country music star 
Vince Gill on Aug. 17; crooner 
(“Wicked Game”) and guitar-
ist Chris Isaak for Aug. 22; and 
the truly incomparable Mary J. 
Blige, Aug. 23. 

I came to appreciate Mary J. 
Blige late in her career. If you 
don’t know her music, check out 
her 2014 studio album “The Lon-
don Sessions.” It was number one 
on the R&B charts. I download-
ed the album after hearing one 
song. Blige has been nominated 
32 times for a Grammy and won 
nine. She has eight multi-platinum 
albums and 80 million albums 
sold. Her life hasn’t been a piece 
of cake. She can sing about pain 
and heartache like no one else. 

Ballet is back in late August 
with TBII’s “On Your Radar.” 

As you may know, TBII is Tul-
sa Ballet’s ultra-talented second 
company of dancers. Slated for 
Aug. 23-25 are three fresh and 
riveting contemporary works. A 
joy to experience in the intimate 
Studio K, this program is always 
one that I leave saying, “I am so 
glad I saw that.” Upcoming is a 
world premiere by Daniel van 
de Laar titled “This Must be the 
End,” along with Ma Cong’s 
“Melodia” and “Watercolor” by 
Jimmy Orrante.

A singer/songwriter who 
doesn’t sing about all the pain 
he’s endured in his life, but could, 
is Rob Thomas. Along with pen-
ning songs for his Matchbox 
Twenty band, he’s written for 
Willie Nelson and Mick Jagger, 
among many others. The song 
“Smooth” that he wrote verses 
for and sung on Santana’s ma-
jor comeback album in 1999 
won Grammys for Best Song of 
the Year, Record of the Year and 
Best Pop Collaboration. He told 
“Rolling Stone,” “My songs are 
more famous than I am, and I’m 
okay with that.” His sixth studio 

album, “Chip Tooth Smile” was 
released in April 2019. Thomas 
appears in concert at the Brady 
Theater on Aug. 30. 

That’s a wrap for summer en-
tertainment, and there’s plenty 
to look forward to in the perfor-
mance season ahead.

Courtesy photo 

TERRY FATOR: The “Ameri-
ca’s Got Talent” winner and his 
puppet friends entertain on Aug. 
17 at the The Joint at Hard Rock.

August Packed with Entertainment

http://scogginsroofing.com
http://aircoservice.com
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YouTube has me pretty well fig-
ured out.

Using what I can only assume is 
witchcraft and sorcery, the video 
sharing app has 
developed an 
uncanny abili-
ty to determine 
what I want to 
see and hear. 

A staple in my 
recommended 
viewing section 
is a roughly 
90-minute video 
of JJ Cale and 
Leon Russell 
at the Paradise 
Studios in Los 
Angeles. 

In addition to 
Cale, who is 
playing a very 
JJ Caled-up $50 
Harmony guitar, 
and Russell, on 
a more custom-
ary Hammond 
B3 organ, the 
band includes 
Ambrose Camp-
bell on congas, 
Bill Boatman on guitar and bass, 
Jimmy Karstein on drums, Larry 
Bell on piano and vocals, Marty 
Green and Pat “Taco” Ryan on 
saxophone, Nick Rather on bass 
and Shamsi Sarumi on percus-
sion. 

Rounding out the band on acous-
tic and electric guitar, harmon-
ica, cabaza and backing vocals 
is Cale’s collaborator, muse and 
partner Christine Lakeland Cale.

In April, Lakeland Cale did 
something for which she is 
uniquely qualified: she released 
her late husband’s 15th studio al-
bum, “Stay Around.”

Posthumous albums raise red 
flags for me. Except in rare cases 
when an artist dies between the 
completion of an album and its 
release, as was the case with Leon 
Russell’s “On a Distant Shore” 
in 2017, it can feel like a money 

grab; scavengers picking clean 
the carcass of a legendary career. 

But JJ Cale is another rare case. 
Famously reclusive after mov-

ing to California 
in 1980, it was in 
the studio where 
the Central High 
School graduate 
was truly in his el-
ement.

“The studio was 
definitely one of 
his most comfort-
able situations to 
be in,” said Lake-
land Cale in a 
recent interview 
promoting the al-
bum’s release.

A former Air 
Force electronics 
technician, Cale 
had a passion for 
the technical side 
of music. “John 
enjoyed working 
on guitars and re-
cording,” she re-
called. “That was a 
constant.” 

That passion for 
recording, however, didn’t extend 
beyond the studio. He was never 
interested in media appearances 
or touring to promote an album. 
A piece of well known JJ Cale 
folklore is his record company 
telling him, “your album is a hit, 
you gotta get out there and pro-
mote it,” and Cale responding, “if 
it’s already a hit, why do I need to 
promote it?”

In other words, he loved record-
ing, he didn’t love making an al-
bum. 

This is further evidenced by his 
last studio album, “Roll On,” in 
which the title track was 34 years 
old when the album was released 
in 2009. His laid-back style is 
great for guitar grooves, not so 
much for getting music out in a 
timely fashion.

Given these facts, it’s no sur-
prise that the two-LP Stay Around 

doesn’t sound like a collection 
of leftovers and outtakes. This is 
a complete, expertly mixed and 
produced album. 

I’m not going to offer a review, 
except to say, if you love JJ Cale, 
you’ll love this album. Never one 
to rebrand himself or change his 
sound, this is vintage Cale doing 
what he’s been doing since John-
ny Cale and the Valentines enter-
tained Tulsans in the 1950s.

I could talk JJ Cale all day, but I 
really should devote some of this 
column to the artists who don’t 
have Grammys and platinum re-
cords on the wall. Yet.

Skyline Festival
More than 45 Oklahoma musi-

cians converge on 18th Street and 
Boston Avenue for a festival hon-
oring the late great Tom Skinner 
on Aug. 18 from 12:30 – 10:30. 

Bands like Pilgrim, The Damn 
Quails, Randy Crouch & Flying 
Horse Band feat. Paul Benjaman, 
and Tom Skinner’s own Science 
Project Band donate their time and 
talent for this annual fundraiser for 
Red Dirt Relief Fund (RDRF). 

This year, nine of the performing 
musicians have benefitted from 
RDRF, a non-profit organization 
that helps Oklahoma musicians 
in need. RDRF has granted more 
than $160,000 to musicians in the 
state since 2012. 

Kicking off the festival at 12:30 

on Aug. 18 is the VIP Gospel 
Brunch at Burn Co. BBQ featuring 
John Fullbright and Friends shar-
ing “the gospel according to Tom 
Skinner.” 

As this column goes to press, 
there are still VIP Brunch tickets 
available. 

Advanced tickets are $12 (not in-
cluding VIP Brunch) or $20 at the 

door. Go to reddirtrelieffund.org/
skyline for more information and 
tickets. 

This is great music for a great 
cause. I hope I see you there!

Horton Chili Cookoff
Grab a few non-perishable food 

items or a winter coat and get to 
Cain’s Ballroom Nov. 9 for Horton 
Records 6th Annual Rock ’n Folk 
’n Chili Cook-off. 

This is a great event every year, 
featuring chili from some of Tul-
sa’s best restaurants, as well as a 
stellar lineup of local bands.

This year, I’m especially excited 
about the Tribute to Tulsa Music 
featuring Chris Combs, Paul Ben-
jaman, Jesse Ayock, John Full-
bright and more. The best Tulsa 
musicians of today honoring the 
best Tulsa musicians of the past? 
Yes, sign me up. 

Get your tickets at hortonrecords.
org, and don’t forget to bring a do-
nation. Giving back to the commu-
nity in the form of food and winter 
clothing while enjoying an all-ag-
es musical event of this caliber is 
the ultimate win-win. 

MisFEST, MOJO Fest, Medi-
cine Stone and Stone River are 
a few other upcoming festivals, 
each offering an opportunity to 
enjoy numerous local and regional 
bands. It’s the best way to discover 
what you want to see and hear, no 
witchcraft or sorcery required. All 
you’ve got to do is keep searching, 
keep listening.

JJ Cale Decides to Stay Around
Searching for

The Sound

By BRYAN CANTRELL

CHILI CON MUSIC: Horton Re-
cords’ annual fundraiser, the Rock 
’n Folk ’n Chili Cook-off, features 
chili from some of Tulsa’s best 
restaurants, and live music from 
some of Tulsa’s best musicians. 
Bring a non-perishable food item 
and/or a winter coat to Cain’s Ball-
room Nov. 9. NEW RELEASE: JJ Cale’s latest album comes out nearly six years 

after the Tulsa Sound icon’s death. Featuring 15 previously unreleased 
tracks on two LPs, the album is vintage Cale.

SKYLINE FESTIVAL: From left, Kurt Neilson, Gene Collier and 
Craig Skinner perform at Tom Skinner’s Skyline Festival in 2017. This 
year’s Skyline Festival is Aug. 18 across three venues at 18th Street and 
Boston Avenue in Tulsa.

http://www.noc.edu
http://www.partyserve.com
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Tulsa ER & Hospital has opened 
to treat pediatric and adult pa-
tients. The facility will offer 
emergency medical care 24 hours, 
seven days a week. 

Medical Director Dr. Mark 
Blubaugh states, “Our mission is to 
provide the residents of Tulsa, and 
its surrounding communities, with 
a shorter wait time, while still pro-
viding exceptionally high-quality 
medical care to each patient that 
comes through our doors.” 

With the opening of Tulsa ER 
& Hospital, the community will 
gain access to relatively quick 
emergency care. The goal is to 
get patients back from the wait-
ing area in five minutes or less. 
Patient-focused care when peo-
ple need it most is just part of the 
concierge-style experience. The 
facility also boasts a full clini-
cal laboratory and the most ad-
vanced imaging and diagnostic 
equipment available, including 
CT scans, ultrasound, and digital 
X-Ray. If needed, patients can be 
observed or admitted for a short 
stay in the inpatient unit.

The Tulsa ER & Hospital team 
is comprised of expert emergency 

room physicians, skilled ER nurs-
es, medical technicians, radiology 
technologists, and front desk staff 
committed to improving patient 
care in Tulsa. 

Tulsa ER & Hospital  accepts 
most commercial and private in-
surance plans as well as Oklaho-

ma Workers’ Compensation, and 
offers  competitive rates for self-
pay. The staff are well-qualified 
and trained to provide compre-
hensive care from illness, to trau-
ma, to life-threatening conditions.

To learn more about Tulsa ER & 
Hospital, visit www.tulsaer.com.
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CTCA Tulsa Awarded as High Performing 
Hospital in Lung and Colon Cancer Surgery

Cancer Treatment Centers of 
America (CTCA) Tulsa has been 
named a High-Performing Hospi-
tal in both Lung Cancer and Co-
lon Cancer Surgery by U.S. News 
& World Report. The recognition 
was announced in the publica-
tion’s 30th annual Best Hospitals 
rankings, released on July 30, to 
help patients make more informed 
health care decisions. The rank-
ings compared more than 4,400 
medical centers nationwide. While 
several other hospitals in the state 
ranked in one of the categories, 
CTCA Tulsa is the only hospital in 
Oklahoma to receive this recogni-
tion in both categories.

“Surgery is an important element 
of a patient’s treatment plan when 
facing a lung or colon cancer diag-
nosis,” says Jay Foley, CTCA Tul-
sa President and CEO. “At CTCA 
Tulsa, we bring together a com-
prehensive team of medical pro-
fessionals committed to helping 
patients understand the complexi-
ties of their disease and the wide 
array of evidence-based treatment 
options available to them.”

CTCA Tulsa was recognized in 
the Best Hospitals Procedures and 

Conditions ratings, which evalu-
ates hospitals that treated enough 
patients, according to the U.S. 
News & World Report criteria, 
in the respective categories to be 
considered. Hospitals are rated 
high-performing, average or be-
low average in each procedure or 
condition.

According to the publication, for 
each group, they assessed each 
hospital’s risk-adjusted outcomes, 
such as 30-day mortality, 30-day 
readmission and length of stay. 

They also factored in variables 
that have been linked to higher 
quality, including volume, nurse 
staffing and whether the hospi-
tal employed a specially trained 
physician known as an intensivist. 
In addition, patient satisfaction 
scores were factored into the rat-
ings in most procedures. Access 
to information about performance 
enables patients to better select fa-
cilities that are the most likely to 
offer better, safer care.

“Patients need to have confi-

dence in the center where they 
choose to be treated as well as the 
people treating them,” says Foley. 
“We are honored to be recognized 
by U.S. News & World Report as a 
leading hospital in both lung can-
cer and colon cancer surgery, not 

just in Oklahoma but nationally as 
well.”  

The full report in U.S. News & 
World Report is currently online at 
health.usnews.com.

For more information on CTCA 
Tulsa, visit cancercenter.com.

GTR Newspapers photos

TULSA TREASURE:  The Cancer Treatment Center of America hos-
pital in Tulsa has been given a best hospital ranking by U.S. News & 
World Report.

CELEBRATING LIFE:  Cancer Treatment Centers of America hospi-
tals across the nation came together in celebration in June to celebrate 
235 cancer survivors who have met their five-year milestone after first 
receiving treatment and were invited to celebrate their personal triumphs 
over cancer.  This year, 35 honorees from all over the country attend-
ed the Tulsa celebration and many brought their families to help them 
celebrate.   The event was held in the CTCA lobby and a recognition 
ceremony luncheon was held at the Renaissance Hotel  where survivors 
shared their stories and concluded with attendees dancing the “Cancer 
Fighters Slide,” an original song and dance created for the event.

Tulsa ER & Hospital Opens for Emergency Care

IMPRESSIVE FACILTY:  Tulsa ER & Hospital is located at 717 W. 
71st St. in Tulsa.

GTR Newspapers photos

WELCOMING PATIENTS:  Tulsa ER & Hospital personnel welcome 
patients to their new facility.  From left are Chief Nursing officer Rusty Mc-
Guire, Dr. Jennifer Galbraith and Medical Director Dr. Mark Blubaugh. 

http://millerswimschool.com
http://millerhospicetulsa.com
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By BLAKE AUSTYN
Contributing Writer

SwampHouse, 1529 E. 3rd St., 
opened in May in Studio Row, one 
of Tulsa’s up-and-coming neigh-
borhoods located near 3rd Street 
and Trenton Avenue. The restau-
rant and music venue, which sits 
across the street from the historic 
Church Studio, features live music 
Thursday through Saturday nights.

The restaurant exterior is remi-
niscent of a southern-style home 
with a wrap-around covered front 
porch. The main entrance door is 
surprisingly nondescript, located 
on the building’s east side with no 
signage above the door. But don’t 
be afraid, it is, in fact, the entrance.

The indoor dining room is a fair 
size and includes a medium-sized, 
welcoming bar with table seating.

My party arrived at 6:30 p.m. on 
a Saturday, and we sat outside on 
the screened-in porch. We were 
hesitant, at first, to choose the 
porch, but the misters pulled us 
in. Though it was quite muggy to 
begin with, our waitress said that 
once the sun goes down, the porch 
becomes exceptionally pleasant. 
It seems that everyone knew that, 
because the outside area complete-
ly filled up an hour or so later, and 
the early heat turned into a mild, 
very pleasant evening, except for 
the flies.

Around 7 p.m., a three-piece 
band began playing indoors, and 
the garage door that separates the 
outdoor patio and the indoor dining 
room opened soon after to bring the 
whole restaurant together.

We started our meal with the bat-
tered and deep fried gator bites, 
with swamp sauce — a house-
made cream sauce that paired well 
with the breaded gator. The bites 
were “chewier than chicken,” as 
my friend noted, but still tasty. 
Although, I will add, most things 
taste good when they’re fried. The 
bites came on a bed of fries. The 
fries also paired well dipped in the 
swamp sauce.

For my entree, I chose the catfish, 
with the option of fried, grilled or 
blackened. When my dish was de-
livered, the food server raved about 
it, saying it was his favorite dish. 
After eating it, his comment does 
not surprise me one bit. 

I chose to have my fish black-
ened, and the spice and seasoning 
were perfect. The fish came on a 
bed of red beans and rice with a 
side of hush puppies and a slice 
of perfectly-ripe watermelon. The 
fish was delectably tender, and the 
beans and rice were the perfect 
compliment.

My friend chose the shrimp 
and grits – five blackened shrimp 
served on top of “cheezy green 
chile grits” plus a side salad. The 
grits were creamy with a num-
ber of green chiles that made 
them more than just some spicy 
mashed potatoes. The grits had a 
nice level of spice that added to 
the flavor but weren’t too much. 

The shrimp were tender and 
blackened well.

SwampHouse is open Tues-

day through Sunday, 11 a.m.-
11 p.m. To learn more, visit 
swamphousetulsa.com.
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DINING OUT IN GREATER TULSA

Local Dining

SwampHouse Brings Added Life to Tulsa’s Studio Row
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BLACKENED CATFISH: 
SwampHouse’s Blackened Catfish, 
cooked and blackened to the per-
fect degree. The fish is served on 
a bed of red beans and rice with a 
side of hush puppies and a slice of 
perfectly-ripe watermelon.

SHRIMP AND GRITS: Five 
blackened shrimp on top of 
“cheezy green chile grits” plus a 
side salad. The grits were creamy 
with a number of green chiles that 
made the grits more than just some 
spicy mashed potatoes.

STUDIO ROW LOCATION: SwampHouse, 1529 E. 3rd St., opened in 
May in one of Tulsa’s up-and-coming neighborhoods, located near 3rd 
Street and Trenton Avenue.

FOOD AND MUSIC VENUE: The restaurant features live music 
Thursday through Saturday nights.

http://www.okmhm.org
http://www.gtrnews.com
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T R A I N  F O R  A  C A R E E R  
I N  H E A L T H C A R E

Broken Arrow Campus 
4000 W. Florence St.

Lemley Memorial Campus 
3420 S. Memorial Dr.

Owasso Campus 
10800 N. 140 E. Ave.

Peoria Campus 
3850 N. Peoria Ave.

Riverside Campus 
801 E. 91st St.

Sand Springs Campus 
924 E. Charles Page Blvd.

(918) 828-5000
info@tulsatech.edu

Prepare for your future and learn the skills to achieve your goals. Apply online  

at tulsatech.edu/apply or for more information, call (918) 828-5000.

» Over 90 Career Majors     » State-of-the-Art Classes & Labs      
» No Tuition for H.S. Students     » Affordable Tuition for Adults

AT TULSA TECH,  WE 
HELP STUDENTS GET  

ON THE PATH TO A 
SUCCESSFUL CAREER

Tulsa Tech Earns National CDA Gold Standard Certification
In recent years, researchers have 

learned that the human brain de-
velops the vast 
majority of its 
neurons, and is 
at its most recep-
tive to learning, 
between birth 
and three years 
of age. The last 
four decades 
have produced 
many new prac-
tices and prin-
ciples for use in 
the classroom 
with young chil-
dren, as well as 
countless books, 
videos and ac-
tivities to enrich 
the home envi-
ronment. 

Tulsa Tech’s 
Child Develop-
ment Associate 
(CDA) part-
time, evening 
program has 
recently been 
awarded the CDA Gold Standard 
by the Council for Professional 
Recognition (the Council). As a 
non-profit organization, the Coun-
cil’s mission is to recognize and 
promote professionals and orga-
nizations that are making strides 
in the early childhood education 
sector.

“This achievement confirms our 
commitment to providing the high-
est quality of education for our stu-
dents,” said Teresa Berg, adult co-
ordinator at Tulsa Tech. “Our focus 
is the well-being of children and 
families throughout the Tulsa area, 
and we’re excited to be recognized 
at the national level.”

In this pivotal and growing indus-

try, the CDA credential is recog-
nized in all 50 states, and the CDA 

Gold Standard sets 
Tulsa Tech apart 
from other training 
programs, allow-
ing our students’ 
confidence in the 
quality of the CDA 
program they are 
selecting.

Tulsa Tech is now 
the first technology 
center in the na-
tion, first program 
in Oklahoma and 
west of the Missis-
sippi River to earn 
the gold standard. 
It is a reflection of 
the hard work by 
the 14 certified in-
structors, staff and 
administrators who 
work in our Adult 
Career Develop-
ment department to 
earn the CDA Gold 
Standard Award.

As a nominee for 
the prestigious award, Tulsa Tech 
successfully demonstrated that its 
early childhood education training 
adheres to the Council’s three in-
dustry-leading principles: 

• Alignment with the CDA formal 
education coursework found in 
the CDA’s eight subject areas

• Sound business policies and 
practice

• Quality student services that 
meet their educational and pro-
fessional needs

“We believe that our CDA Gold 
Standard Training Certification 
adds value and integrity to the 

early childhood profession by ver-
ifying connections between the 
Council’s proven teacher compe-
tencies and the quality of training 
resources available to CDA stu-
dents,” said Valora Washington, 
chief executive officer, Council for 
Professional Recognition.

In addition to offering high-qual-
ity training, CDA Gold Standard 
applicants must provide evidence 
that they serve the CDA student 
community with excellence, which 
includes professional development 
that prepares students for success-
ful completion of their training 
program. The CDA Gold Standard 
is valid for three years and can be 
renewed.

“It’s exciting to think about the 
many young children, families and 
communities that will benefit from 
the high-quality education and 
training students will receive from 
CDA Gold Standard Training Cer-
tification programs such as Tulsa 
Tech,” Washington added. 

Regardless of the industry, Tul-
sa Tech strives to provide the best 
training possible to create success-
ful outcomes for students looking 
to get hired right away, move into 
other educational pursuits or join 
the military. Our full-time pro-
grams are accredited through the 
Oklahoma State Department of Ed-
ucation, Oklahoma State Board of 
Career & Technology Education, 
as well as numerous industry-spe-
cific accrediting boards, associa-
tions and agencies. Our part-time, 
evening classes are accredited in 
the same manner, and the CDA 
Gold Standard goes above and be-
yond that accreditation process and 
is the standard bearer for excel-
lence in early child development 
training.

Find out more about the CDA 

Gold Standard at cdacouncil.org.
If you are seeking a career in Ear-

ly Childhood Development, want 
to take a fun, evening class, or 

want to train for another high-de-
mand, high wage career path, we 
encourage you to visit tulsatech.
edu or call us at 918-828-5000

News From
Tulsa Tech

By DR. STEVE TIGER
Superintendent

Photo by Vanessa Aziere/Tulsa Tech 

AWARD OF EXCELLENCE: Shelley Kinder and Teresa Berg show-
case the CDA Gold Standard earned by Tulsa Tech team for child devel-
opment training. 

Courtesy photo 

CHILD DEVELOPMENT: The CDA Gold Standard is the standard 
bearer for excellence in early child development training.

http://www.okwu.edu
http://tulsatech.edu
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Call now to receive your FREE Author’s Guide
866-269-1033

or  www.dorranceinfo.com/tulsa

 
Become a Published Author with Dorrance.  

We want to read your book!
 

 

Complete Book  
Publishing Services

FIVE EASY STEPS  
TO PUBLICATION:

1.  Consultation  
2.  Book Production 
3.  Promotion

4.  Distribution 
5.  Merchandising  
     and Fulfillment

Our staff is made up of  
writers, just like you. We are dedicated 

to making publishing dreams come true. 
Trusted by authors for nearly 100 years,  

Dorrance has made countless  
authors’ dreams come true.

Jenks Planetarium 
Holds Apollo 11 Event

The Jenks Planetarium 
launched a special Apollo 11 
Anniversary Event July 20. The 
celebration took place in the 
Jenks Planetarium on the third 
floor of the Dr. Kirby A. Lehman 
Center for the Study of Math and 
Science. 

Visitors viewed two new shows 
in the dome including Apollo 11: 
Man’s First Step on the Moon, 
created for this event by Jenks 
staff and students. Solar Super-
storms was also  featured, a new 
production that takes viewers 
into the tangle of magnetic fields 
and superhot plasma that result 
in dramatic flares and violent so-
lar tornadoes. 

Plus, visitors enjoyed  special 
activities in the Math and Sci-
ence Building including looking 
through solar telescopes on the 
roof, enjoying robotics demon-
strations, and more. 

“The students of Jenks High 

School and Jenks Community 
Education have put together a 
wonderful show that gives prop-
er recognition to this monumen-
tal Apollo 11 event,” said Jenks 
Planetarium Director Dan Ziel-
inski.

 
About the Jenks Planetarium 

The Jenks Planetarium, which 
opened in 2010, is the only pub-
lic school planetarium in Okla-
homa and is located on the Jenks 
High School Campus in the Dr. 
Kirby A. Lehman Center for the 
Study of Math and Science. 

The high definition Planetar-
ium features a 50-foot dome, 
which provides the ultimate 
screen for exploring the uni-
verse. For more information 
about the Planetarium and a 
schedule of weekly shows for all 
ages, and to purchase $5 tickets 
online, visit jenkscommunityed.
com.

Courtesy Jenks Chamber

LT. GOVERNOR VISIT:  Oklahoma Lt. Governor Matt Pannell was 
the guest speaker at the Jenks Chamber July Luncheon, sponsored 
by the Tulsa Drillers.  From left are Josh Driskell, president/CEO of 
the Jenks Chamber of Commerce; Kaye Lynn, former vice mayor of 
Jenks; Lonnie Simms, state representative of District 68; Joshua Wed-
man, vice mayor of Jenks; Pinnell, Bobby Lee, mayor of Jenks; Donna 
Ogez, Jenks city council; and Cory Box, Jenks city council.

Jenks Pom Homecoming Fashion Show is Sept. 10
Courtesy ANDREA BENNETT

Jenks Pom will host its 21st an-
nual Pom Homecoming Fashion 
Show Tuesday, Sept. 10 at 7 p.m. at 
the Jenks High School Performing 
Arts Center. 

This year the theme is “Holly-
wood Lights.”  

The latest styles and trends from 
local businesses will be walked 
down the runway by Jenks Seniors. 
These students are involved in all 
aspects of the Jenks community 
such as academics, sports, clubs, 
and so much more. Not only will 
the students be in the show, but the 
very fashionable administrators and 

teachers at the High School will 
make their debut on the catwalk.

In June all of the Jenks Pom girls 
worked diligently.  The Varsity, 
Junior Varsity and Junior High 
squads all qualified to go to the 
UDA National Competition in 
Orlando, Florida. To show their 
appreciation, the Varsity, JV, JH 
and Middle School squads will 
perform their routines for the au-
dience. The very talented and 
lovely seniors this year are Syd-
ney LaPlant, Mia Carletti, Lexi 
Bowling, Tatum Ambrose, Egypt 
Banks, Raylee Bussey, Emma Tut-
tle and Delia Bray. 

With the support of the communi-

ty, the Pom Fashion Show is able to 
raise money for JHS Pom uniforms 
and help fund JHS Pom Scholar-
ships. The community is thanked 
for its help. 

Funds raised are gathered 
through ads in the program and 
ticket sales. Jenks High School 
Pom Booster Club parents are 
working hard to make sure that 
the 2019 show will be another 
unforgettable night. The energetic 
emcee’s for the event are the love-
ly Julie Chin and Heather Richet-
to- Rumley. 

The students will be modeling 
formal wear provided by Abeli-
na’s, Al’s, Alyssa’s for Glitter De-

sign, Beshara’s, David’s Bridal. 
Dillard’s, Glamour Gowns, Jos. A. 
Bank, Macy’s, Men’s Warehouse, 
Posh, Saks and Serendipity.

Tickets are available to purchase 
Aug. 20 through Sept. 10  on the 
Jenks Pom website at www.jenk-
spom.com. Reserved seating is 
$15, general seating $10 and tickets 
may also be purchased at the door 
for $20. 

New this year, $20 will get at-
tendees a reserved seat with a water 
bottle and candy. $35 will get at-
tendees a reserved seat with a water 
bottle, candy and a flower bouquet. 

Don’t miss this red carpet event, 
get your tickets early!

Jenks Mothers, Daughters Join 
Forces to Assist Non-Profits in
Jenks Charity League Chapter
The National Charity League, 

Inc., Jenks Chapter (jenks.nation-
alcharityleague.org) will begin its 
second year as the local chapter 
of nation’s premier mother-daugh-
ter non-profit organization. With a 
current membership of 244 (moth-
ers and daughters), the chapter has 
three areas of focus:

Community Service – Members 
learn their community’s basic needs 
and take actions to help solve them.

Leadership Development – Op-
portunities are presented to solve 
problems, build teams, garner con-
sensus, create healthy relationships, 
plan events and learn parliamentary 
procedure. 

Cultural Experiences – Values, 
traditions, and community connec-
tions that have shaped NCL are cul-
tivated and honored.

National Charity League pairs 
mothers (Patronesses) and daugh-
ters (Ticktockers) who work to 
promote social awareness by con-
sidering the local community’s 
needs and selecting appropriate 

non-profit organizations to serve. 
Each Chapter then supports its phil-
anthropic service partners through 
different volunteer activities. NCL 
provides an opportunity for girls, 
seventh grade and older, to active-
ly participate in community service 
with their mothers. Membership 
recruitment for the next NCL Jenks 
chapter class will begin in October.  
Members of the Jenks NCL chap-
ter must reside in Jenks or attend 
school in the Jenks district. 

The Chapter researched and 
nominated the 2019-2020 Philan-
thropy Partners—local non profits 
where the students will volunteer 
their time. The group’s charities 
for 2019-20 include A New Leaf, 
Crosstown Learning Center, Bixby 
Outreach Center, The Center for In-
dividuals with Physical Challeng-
es, Family & Children’s Services, 
Jenks Community Food Bank, 
Montereau Senior Living and Path-
ways Adult Learning Center .

“We are thrilled with the enthu-
siasm for National Charity League 

from mothers and daughters in the 
Jenks area,” said Mary Westbrook, 
president of the Jenks Chapter. “In 
our inaugural year, these women 
contributed nearly 1,150 hours of 
service to our community, and an 
equal number of hours in their roles 
within the NCL organization. This 
is a wonderful opportunity for our 
mothers and daughters, and the 
non-profits we serve.”

The board of directors for the 
NCL Jenks Chapter for 2019-20 
are: 

President, Mary Westbrook; Pres-
ident Elect, Kari Suttee; Vice Pres-
ident, Membership,  Rachel Mix; 
Co-Vice Presidents, Ticktocker,  
Emily Burns & Teresa Ferguson; 
Vice President, Philanthropy, Tina 
Parkhill; Vice President, Commu-
nications, Denise McIntosh; Vice 
President, Provisionals, Melissa 
Miner; Vice President, Patroness 
Activities, Molly Wilson; Secre-
tary, Beth Peters; Treasurer, Steph-
anie  Galles and Parliamentarian, 
Stephanie Barberousse.

Courtesy photo

NATIONAL CHARITY LEAGUE JENKS CHAPTER  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

http://www.cjschooluniforms.com


By MIKE MOGUIN
GTR Sports Writer

Most of Jenks’ starting offense 
from last season has graduated. 
That means new talent will be ris-
ing through the ranks as the 2019 
campaign draws near.

Max Johnson, a 6’2”, 290-pound 
senior, is one of two offensive 
lineman returning to the Tro-
jans’ unit. John Roberts, a 6’2”, 
270-pound senior, is the other. 
Despite the losses of center Hunt-
er Hoyt and left tackle Brady 
Latham, Johnson, hailed as be-
ing among the top lineman in the 
area, is expected to anchor the 
line and sees the new crop as a 
reloading effort.

Johnson played between both 
Latham and Hoyt at left guard 
in 2018. He is likely to alternate 
between that spot and center this 
season, he said.

“The challenges are at center,” 
Johnson said. “Last year, we had a 
really good center (Hoyt) who was 
really smart. He could make all 
our calls. So this year, it will be a 
matter of filling in his role, leading 
the offense, leading my offensive 
line, leading my unit to being the 
best we could possibly be.”

Despite the new look, Johnson 
believes this year’s line will be 
just as strong and solid as always.

“I don’t think it will be very dif-
ferent,” he said. “We’ve reloaded 
very well on the offensive line. 
We have some young guys play-
ing and they’ll grow up the first 
few games of the season. They’ve 
gotten a lot better. Initially, there 
was a few changes in spring ball. 
But come this season, it’ll be like 
they’re (the guys lost to gradua-
tion) are playing again.”

Likely to fill the void vacated 
by Latham is Logan Nobles (6-6, 
250, Junior),” Johnson said.

“He’s real lengthy, real tall, 
he reminds me a lot of Brady 
Latham,” Johnson said of Nobles. 
“Just his build and his aggres-
siveness. He has put on a little 
bit of weight. I’m really looking 
forward to playing with him this 
season.”

Among Johnson’s most mem-
orable plays last season came in 
the first round of the playoffs in a 
game against Putnam City North.

“I remember we were on the 10-
yard line coming in and they were 
running the ball behind me, and 
there was a big ole’ boy lined up 
across from me and I just locked 
up with him and drove him back,” 
he said. “He got mad and tried to 
flip me over himself. It was kind 
of a little pat on the back.

“That’s the fun part because 
they can’t do anything about it,” 
he said while laughing.

When it comes to NFL linemen, 
Johnson likes watching them all.

“I like seeing what they could 
do, anything that could help me 
get better,” he said.

Jason Kelce, a center for the 
Philadelphia Eagles, is a favorite 
of the Trojans’ lineman.

“He’s a shorter guy and so am I 
(Kelce stands 6-3 and weighs 282 
pounds). I really look up to the way 
he plays,” Johnson said. “He’s re-
ally athletic, like, he’s really phys-
ical. He’s very, very good.

When it comes to a favorite 
team, the Pittsburgh Steelers are 
at the top of Johnson’s list.

Through the offseason, Johnson 
made gains in the weight room 
and he intends to see that it mani-
fests on the gridiron.

“I’ve just gotten bigger, faster 
and stronger,” he said. “I’ve hit 
500 on squat, 600 on deadlift and 
315 on bench press, which is a 
lot better than going into last sea-
son.”

Reaching the Class 6AI state 
championship game last year was 
meaningful for the Trojans.

“It meant a lot to us. It was a big 
deal to us,” Johnson said. “Just 
being in the state title game after 
my sophomore year, which was 
when we started 0-4, it meant a 
lot to us to see how much work 
and effort we put into the off-
season, and how it came out. We 
were all really proud of that at the 
end of the year.”

The Trojans settled for a run-
ner-up finish with a loss to Bro-
ken Arrow in the state final. When 
asked if there was anything his 
team could have done differently, 
Johnson said, “No. We gave it ev-
erything we had.”

The result, however, has served 
as a launchpad through the off-
season.

“Absolutely,” Johnson said. 
“Our goal is to always be back 
in the state championship game. 
But, we’re focusing on ourselves 
getting one percent better ev-
eryday, something our strength 
coach has talked about a lot and 
that’s going to lead in the season, 
even in practices.”

Jenks opens the season Aug. 30 
at Mansfiled (Texas) Legacy, then 
will play its home opener against 
defending Class 6AII state cham-
pion Bixby on Sept. 6. They will 
play at rival-Union on Sept. 13, 
then after an off-week, it will be 
a rematch of the Class 6AI title 
game at home against Broken Ar-
row on Sept. 27.
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Senior O-Lineman Ready to Lead Roster of Young Talent

MIKE MOGUIN for Jenks District Gazette 

MAX JOHNSON: The Senior is expected to anchor the Trojans’ offen-
sive line this season. 

http://ttownpartysupply.com
http://riverfield.org
http://bishopkelley.org/admissions
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SPORTS

Baseball a Way of Life for Drillers
Radio Announcer Dennis Higgins

By GLENN HIBDON
GTR Sports Writer

 
Baseball has been very, very 

good to Tulsa Drillers play-by-
play announcer Dennis Higgins. 
Not only is the sport his passion 
and profession, but it’s a way of 
life for the native Californian.

  Now in his 25th season in the 
business and 10th with the Drill-
ers, the 62-year-old Higgins loves 
both minor league baseball and 
living in Tulsa. He plans on mak-
ing ONEOK Field his final desti-
nation along a career path of hear-
ing the words “Play Ball.’’

 “I won’t retire until they knock 
on the booth and say ‘you’re 
done.’ It’s been nice having you 
here, but it’s time to go,’’’ said 
Higgins, who will broadcast his 
3,000th game this season. “I love 
it here because they treat me like 
the Vin Scully of Tulsa. They take 
care of me financially and I don’t 
want to move around. I want to 
stay here and retire here.’’

In a roundabout way, Higgins 
has Scully to thank for his broad-
casting journey. Higgins and his 
brothers grew up in Oxnard, Cal-
ifornia, listening to Scully and 
Dodgers’ games on radio. The 
legendary announcer gave Hig-
gins the desire to follow him into 
the booth.

“My brother and I would listen 
to Scully every night,’’ said Hig-
gins, recently named Oklahoma’s 
Sportscaster of the Year. “My 
brother Mike kept his own box 
scores and sometimes acted like 
he was the announcer, trying to 
emulate Scully and saying, ‘It is 
gone.’”

“When I was young, mom wor-
ried about me. She would see me 
talking to myself in the backyard 
when I was pretending to do the 
games, crowd noises and all. My 
mom would spend all day cook-
ing dinner and at 6 o’clock we 
would be out playing or listening 
to games. We ruined more dinners 
that way. It got to the point where 
my mom said ‘I hate that (Scul-
ly’s) voice.’’’

Higgins discovered baseball 
through his brother, who deliv-
ered donuts for Helms Bakery. 
The product contained Dodgers 
baseball cards. Higgins vividly 
remembers following the 1962 
World Series with Sandy Koufax 
and Don Drysdale, leading to his 
desire to reach the airways.

“I got a late start,’’ said Higgins, 
who earned a degree in govern-
ment from Sacramento State. “I 
thought I would be in politics, 
but a friend called me and I went 
to driving a beer truck for seven 
years. The money was good and 
I would get off at 3 or 4 o’clock.

“I was talking on the phone one 
night with my dad and he said, 
‘when are you going to get off 
that truck?’ I knew I wasn’t get-
ting any younger and I decided 
to attend a sportscaster camp in 
LA. As a rookie I got to do NBA 
games and minor league baseball. 
I had never done basketball and it 
was so fast, I began to wonder if 
this (play-by-play) was for me.’’

Higgins refused to give up his 
dream and enrolled in grad school 
at San Francisco State. While at-
tending the broadcasting school, 
Higgins was given the chance to 
do basketball and football games 
that were broadcast live on ca-
ble television in San Francisco. 
Higgins was eventually hired by 
radio station KNBR, the flagship 
station of the Giants and Warriors. 
He started as an intern and then 
promoted to a producer/reporter.

Due to the politics that perme-
ates big league franchises, Hig-
gins said his season with the Gi-
ants broadcasting team in 2000 
was not a good fit and major 
league baseball is ”too big for its 
britches”.

“I’d rather do the minors because 
they have nice ballparks, the ho-
tels aren’t that bad, the players 
and managers are more accessible 
and I’m the No. 1 guy,’’ he said. “I 
think the AA level is the best of the 
minors because you have the best 
up and coming players and they 
represent Tulsa. The Drillers have 
a great ballpark and work ethic.’’

Higgins spent 1995-99 with the 
Wichita Wranglers of the Texas 
League and still airs Butler Coun-
ty (Kan.) Community College 
football and men’s basketball. 
He also sells sponsorships for the 
Butler athletic department, mean-
ing he has very little free time, 
even during the offseason.

One of the dwindling old school 
play-by-play men, Higgins works 
alone in the broadcast booth. There 
is no ‘’color analyst’’ or anyone to 
take the microphone if necessary. 

“Everybody starts out that way, 
wanting to do everything them-
selves,’’ said Higgins, who started 
his short season career in 1991 at 
Helena, Montana, of the Pioneer 
League. “I’m long past that. It 
would be nice if I had a partner 
because the listeners probably get 
tired of my voice. I think it’s a 
financial situation for franchises. 
Some minor league teams do have 
two men, especially at home. 
They might hire a young guy to 
do a couple of innings.

“At this level it’s pretty much 
solo. Early on you get a lot or reps 
(innings), but as you get older, 
doing 140 games in 153 days, you 
have very little time off. I usually 
start at 3 p.m. and on the road I’m 
with the team and I have to go to 
the ballpark with them. I use the 
booth as an office to do my per-
sonal stuff.

“My goal was never major 
league baseball. It was too lofty a 
goal for me because I started too 
late and I’m too old.’’

  When Higgins reached San 
Francisco, there were those who 
told him “you’ll never last, you’ll 

be home in a week.’’ Now the 
veteran voice can look back and 
recall broadcasting the Drillers 
to a Texas League championship 
in 2018 and realizing his dream 
along the way. Not too shabby for 
a minor league lifer.    

Veteran Broadcaster 
Is in 25th Season with

Over 3,000 Games

GTR Newspapers photo

HOME BASE:  Dennis Higgins in his broadcast booth before a recent Tulsa Drillers game at ONEOK Field.  

STATE TENNIS CHAMPS:  Bishop Kelley team members cele-
brate with their championship trophy which they won earlier this 
year at the OSSAA 2019 State Tennis Championships.  

http://allstarsportscomplex.com
https://www.milb.com/tulsa
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GTR 2019 COMPOSITE FOOTBALL SCHEDULE
DATE	 VISITOR	 HOME
Aug. 22	 Rogers	 McLain
	 Hale	 Edison
	 Memorial	 Central
	 Webster	 East Central
Aug. 23	 Heritage Hall	 Holland Hall
	 Hominy	 Rejoice Christian
Aug. 29	 Arkansas Baptist	 NEO
	 Jenks	 Mansfield Legacy
	 Central	 Grant
Aug. 30	 Tulsa	 Michigan State
	 Inola	 Lincoln Christian
	 McLain	 Victory Christian
	 Broken Bow	 Metro Christian
	 Owasso	 Bentonville West
	 Tulsa NOAH	 Capitol Hill
	 Webster	 Hale
	 Gravette	 Cascia Hall
	 Union	 Lake Ridge
	 Bixby	 Mansfield Timberview
Aug. 31	 Portland State	 Arkansas
	 Broken Arrow	 Mansfield
	 BTW	 North Little Rock
Sept. 1	 Houston	 OU
Sept. 5	 NSU	 Emporia State
Sept. 6	 Broken Arrow	 Union
	 Fayetteville	 Owasso
	 Bixby	 Jenks
	 Sapulpa	 Edison
	 BTW	 Bishop Kelley
	 Hale	 East Central
	 Memorial	 Central
	 Victory Christian	 Rogers
	 Cascia Hall	 Holland Hall
	 Lincoln Christian	 Jones
	 Summit Christian	 Yale
	 Tulsa NOAH	 Choteau-Mazie
Sept. 7	 South Dakota	 OU
	 McNeese	 OSU
	 Arkansas	 Ole Miss
	 Tulsa	 San Jose State
	 NEO	 Georgia Military
Sept. 12	 Okmulgee	 Rogers
	 McLain	 Central
	 Central Missouri	 NSU
Sept. 13	 Jenks	 Union
	 Owasso	 Broken Arrow
	 Beggs	 Webster
	 East Central	 Stilwell
	 Rejoice Christian	 Kiefer
	 Bentonville	 BTW
	 Memorial	 Edison
	 Bishop Kelley	 Bishop McGuinness
	 Metro Christian	 Oklahoma Christian
	 Vian	 Lincoln Christian
	 Verdigris	 Victory Christian
	 Casady	 Holland Hall
	 Tonkawa	 Tulsa NOAH
Sept. 14	 OSU	 Tulsa
	 Colorado State	 Arkansas
	 OU	 UCLA
Sept. 19	 Vian	 Owasso
Sept. 20	 Bixby	 Putnam City
	 Lincoln Christian	 Stigler
	 Bishop Kelley	 Memorial
	 Haskell	 Rejoice Christian

DATE	 VISITOR	 HOME
Sept. 20	 Hale 	 Skiatook
	 Milwood	 Cascia Hall
	 Webster	 Tulsa NOAH
	 Edison	 Claremore
	 Holland Hall	 Metro Christian
	 Rogers	 McLain
	 Summit Christian	 Depew
Sept. 21	 San Jose State	 Arkansas
	 OSU	 Texas
	 Wyoming	 Tulsa
	 NSU	 Pittsburg State
	 Kilgore College	 NEO
Sept. 27	 Union	 Owasso
	 Broken Arrow	 Jenks
	 Sapulpa	 Bixby
	 Edison	 Glenpool
	 Bristow	 McLain
	 Central	 Hilldale
	 Webster	 Checota
	 Metro Christian	 Adair
	 Summit Christian	 Prue
	 Hale	 Bishop Kelley
	 BTW	 Bartlesville
	 Memorial	 East Central
	 Rogers	 Tahlequah
	 Lincoln Christian	 Stigler
	 Cascia Hall	 Vertigris
	 Victory Christian	 Dewey
	 Tulsa NOAH	 OCPHS
	 Okla. Union	 Rejoice Christian
Sept. 28	 Texas A&M	 Arkansas
	 Kansas State	 OSU
	 Texas Tech	 OU
	 NEO	 Navarro College
Oct. 3	 Owasso	 Barnsdall
	 Pryor	 Rogers
	 Bishop Kelley	 Edison
Oct. 4	 Muldrow	 Central
	 Collinsville	 Memorial
	 East Central	 Claremore
	 Glenpool	 Hale
	 Mustang	 Union
	 Chouteau-Mazie	 Metro Christian
	 Owasso	 Edmond North
	 Tulsa NOAH	 Oklahoma Bible
	 Keys	 Holland Hall
	 Morris 	 Victory Christian
	 McLain	 Cleveland
	 Norman	 Broken Arrow
	 Webster	 Idabel
	 Jenks	 Enid
	 Seminole	 Lincoln Christian
	 Jay	 Cascia Hall
	 Bixby	 BTW
	 South Coffeyville	 Summit Christian
Oct. 5	 Tulsa	 SMU
	 OU	 Kansas
	 OSU	 Texas Tech
	 NSU	 Nebraska-Kearney
	 Blinn College	 NEO
Oct. 10	 Broken Arrow	 Westmoore
Oct. 11	 Durant	 Bishop Kelley
	 Oologah	 McLain
	 Victory Christian	 Haskell
	 Pryor	 East Central

DATE	 VISITOR	 HOME
Oct. 11	 Claremore	 Rogers
	 Ponca City	 Bixby
	 Memorial	 Skiatook
	 Hale	 McAlester
	 Metro Christian	 Wyandotte
	 Holland Hall	 Westville
	 Central	 Poteau
	 Cascia Hall	 Vinita
	 Rejoice Christian	 Ketchum
	 Union	 Putnam City North
	 Lincoln Christian	 Webster
	 Norman North	 Owasso
	 BTW	 Shawnee
	 Yukon	 Jenks
Oct. 12	 Arkansas	 Kentucky
	 OU	 Texas
	 Washburn	 NSU
	 NEO	 Tyler Junior College
Oct. 17	 Edmond Santa Fe	 Broken Arrow
	 Roland	 Lincoln Christian
	 Beggs	 Victory Christian
	 Collinsville	 East Central
	 Sapulpa	 BTW
	 Hale	 Edison
	 Jenks	 Edmond Memorial
	 Berryhill	 Cascia Hall
	 Rogers	 Skiatook
	 Sequoya	 Holland Hall
	 Metro Christian	 Chelsea
	 Broken Bow	 Central
Oct. 18	 Bishop Kelley	 Glenpool
	 Okmulgee	 Webster
	 Claremore	 Memorial
	 Moore	 Union
	 Bixby	 Bartlesville
	 Classen SAS	 Tulsa NOAH
Oct. 19	 Tulsa	 Cincinnati
	 Auburn	 Arkansas
	 Baylor	 OSU
	 West Virginia	 OU
	 NSU	 Lincoln
	 New Mexico Military	 NEO
Oct. 25	 Jenks	 Norman
	 Owasso	 Mustang
	 Norman North	 Union
	 Yukon	 Broken Arrow
	 East Central	 Tahlequah
	 Central	 Stilwell
	 Lincoln Christian	 Okmulgee
	 Coweta	 Hale
	 Metro Christian	 Nowata
	 Webster	 Roland
	 Holland Hall	 Vian
	 Edison	 McAlester
	 Rejoice Christian	 Commerce
	 BTW	 Muskogee
	 Catoosa	 McLain
	 Page	 Bixby
	 Memorial	 Rogers
	 Victory Christian	 Sperry
	 Cascia Hall	 Locust Grove
	 Ada	 Bishop Kelley
	 Tulsa NOAH	 Lighthouse Christian
Oct. 26	 Memphis	 Tulsa
	 Arkansas	 Alabama

DATE	 VISITOR	 HOME
Oct. 26	 OSU	 Iowa State
	 OU	 Kansas State
	 Missouri Southern	 NSU
	 Cisco College	 NEO
Oct. 31	 East Central	 Rogers
	 Fort Gibson	 Central
Nov. 1	 Ponca City	 BTW
	 Kansas	 Metro Christian
	 Afton	 Rejoice Christian
	 McLain	 Wagoner
	 Durant	 Edison
	 Bishop Kelley	 Coweta
	 Ada	 Hale
	 Edmond Memorial	 Broken Arrow
	 Moore	 Owasso
	 Tahlequah	 Memorial
	 Sequoya	 Cascia Hall
	 Victory Christian	 Kiefer
	 Idabel	 Lincoln Christian
	 Spiro 	 Holland Hall
	 Central	 Empire
	 Bixby	 Shawnee
	 Webster	 Stigler
	 Edmond Santa Fe	 Jenks
	 Christ Prep Academy	 Tulsa NOAH
Nov. 2	 Tulsa	 Tulane
	 Mississippi State	 Arkansas
	 NSU	 Northwest Missouri	
Nov. 7	 Cascia Hall	 Inola
	 Memorial	 Pryor
Nov. 8	 UCF	 Tulsa
	 McAlester	 Bishop Kelley
	 Skiatook	 East Central
	 Grant	 Tulsa NOAH
	 Hale	 Durant
	 Edison	 Ada
	 Central	 Sallisaw
	 Rogers	 Collinsville
	 Grove	 McLain
	 Union	 Edmond North
	 Spiro	 Holland Hall	
	 Caney Valley	 Victory Christian
	 Broken Arrow	 Enid
	 BTW	 Page
	 Lincoln Christian	 Checota
	 Muskogee	 Bixby
	 McAlester	 Bishop Kelley
	 Putnam City North	 Owasso
	 Metro Christian	 Salina
	 Rejoice Christian	 Colcord
	 Westmoore	 Jenks
Nov. 9	 Iowa State	 OU
	 Western Kentucky	 Arkansas
	 NSU	 Central Oklahoma
Nov. 16	 OU	 Baylor
	 Kansas	 OSU
	 Fort Hays State	 NSU
Nov. 23	 Houston	 Tulsa
	 Arkansas	 LSU
	 TCU	 OU
	 OSU	 West Virginia
Nov. 29	 Missouri	 Arkansas
Nov. 30	 Tulsa	 East Carolina
	 OU	 OSU

Showtime Coming to 
Broken Arrow Aug. 23

By BOB LEWIS
Contributing Editor

On Aug. 23, the Showtime Cable Network 
will introduce Broken Arrow’s award-win-
ning Rose District to millions of viewers 
across the country.

Taking center stage that evening will be 
a unique outdoor boxing event dubbed 
“Rumble in the Rose” taking place in the 
intersection of Main and Commercial 
streets It is expected to attract upwards 
of 1,500 live spectators along with Show-
time’s national audience.

Headlining the main event will be un-
beaten Oklahoma heavyweight Trey Lippe 
Morrison, who now stands at 16-0. His op-
ponent is yet to be announced.

For Morrison, who has won all 16 of his 
bouts via knockout, excellence in the ring 
is a family tradition. His father, Tommy, is 
a former world heavyweight champion.

Scheduled to compete in other bouts are 
super middleweights Vladimir Shishkin 
and DeAndre Ware and junior welter-
weights Shohjahon Ergashev and Abdiel 
Ramirez.

This event is the outgrowth of a friend-
ship between Brent Brassfield, Broken 
Arrow’s Business Retention and Develop-

ment Coordinator, and Tulsa-based boxing 
promoter Tony Holden coupled with the 
willingness of the B.A. City Council to 
think outside the box when it comes to pro-
moting the community’s ultra-successful 
downtown redevelopment project.

In an earlier interview, Holden told the 
Tulsa World, the Rose District, “is beauti-
ful. It’ll look great on TV.”

Holden said boxing is making a comeback 
after a period where mixed martial arts was 
more popular among younger spectators. “I 
think it’s going to continue to grow. What 
boxing needs is a heavyweight. That’s why 
there’s a lot of attention on Trey,” he said.

Showtime is an American premium cable 
and satellite television network that serves 
as the flagship service of the Showtime 
Networks subsidiary of CBS Corp.   Ac-
cording to the company’s website, services 
for Showtime and CBS All Access, which 
carries broadcast network programming and 
originals, are on track to reach  8 million 
subscribers in 2019 and 16 million by 2022.

City Manager Michael Spurgeon said the 
city is investing about $110,000 to stage 
this event. “We believe that based on tick-
et sales, promotions and sponsorships, we 
should be able to recoup about 75 to 80 
percent of our investment,” he said.

Network to Broadcast 
‘Rumble In The Rose’ 
Outdoor Boxing Event

“Are We There, Yet?” 
You will never hear us say,  

“You’ve arrived!” 
 

Investing for long-term goals, like  
retirement, is not a destination.   

 
It’s more like a journey — with many 

milestones along the way. 

Smart Investing: It Starts with a Plan -  
Invest for the Long Term -   

 
Involve a Professional Financial Planner.   

 
          Ask about our Milestones Program. 

Call (918) 519-5910 today to begin your plan. Northpoint Wealth Financial Services, LLC, 
An independent Registered Investment Advisory Firm. 

A+ 

GTR Newspapers photo

HEAVYWEIGHT ANNOUNCEMENT:  Unbeaten heavyweight boxer Trey Lippe Morri-
son talks to the media and onlookers at B.A.’s Rose District Plaza during the announcement 
of the “Rumble in the Rose” coming to Main and Commercial streets Aug. 23.  To Mor-
rison’s left are boxing promoter Tony Holden, B.A. Mayor Craig Thurmond and B.A. City 
Manager Michael Spurgeon.   

http://northpointwealth.com
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CALL FOR TICKETS
918-631-4688

OKLAHOMA STATE
SEPTEMBER 14

WYOMING
SEPTEMBER 21

NAVY
OCTOBER 12

MEMPHIS
OCTOBER 26

UCF
NOVEMBER 8

HOUSTON
NOVEMBER 23

SEASON AND GROUP 
TICKETS ARE

ON SALE NOW!

TULSA
FOOTBALL

TULSAHURRICANE.COM/TICKETS

Former Tulsa Football Star Eddie Dukes
Wins Jim Thorpe Sports Excellence Award
By MIKE MOGUIN
GTR Sports Writer

When you think of the 1964 Uni-
versity of Tulsa football team, the 
names of Jerry Rhome and How-
ard Twilley come to mind. They 
were part of a stellar passing at-
tack for the Golden Hurricane’s 
Bluebonnet Bowl championship 
squad that year.

Another major element was Ed-
die Dukes, a nose guard who an-
chored a stout defense, helping 
TU to a 9-2 record and a 14-7 win 
against Ole’ Miss in their bowl 
game.

Dukes, a Choctaw nation mem-
ber, recently won the Jim Thorpe 
Sports Excellence Award and was 
honored at the Dream Keepers 
21st Annual Awards Banquet last 
November, an event held by the 
City of Tulsa and the Greater Tulsa 
Area Indian Affairs Commission. 
He won the awards based on his 
service as a coach and a teacher in 
the community.

Recently, Dukes watched his two 
grandsons at a football camp at 
TU coordinated by coach Philip 
Montgomery. He shared some of 
his memories of his senior season.

Dukes grew up in Talahina, near 
the Kiamichi Mountains and was 
all-conference standout in foot-
ball, baseball and track in high 
school. He went into the Air Force 
right after graduation.

Dukes played as a running back 
and linebacker in high school, so 
when finished up his time in the 

armed forces, he attempted to 
walk-on as a fullback in 1960 at 
Oklahoma State.

“I had visions of being a full-
back. I weighed only 200 pounds 
and had four years of experience 
lifting weights. So I had some 
strength,” Dukes said. “But some 
coaches came up and said ‘Dukes, 
you would probably succeed more 
at line than a running back in the 
backfield.’ So, I said ‘okay. I’ll 
move up to the line.’ The minute I 
moved up to the line, I was third or 
fourth-team fullback.”

Within two days of practice, 
Dukes was on the second team on 
the line. “So I decided that this is 
where I’m going to have to be if 
I’m going to play,” he said.

The next year, Dukes played at 
Eastern State College in Wilbur-
ton. He arrived at TU in 1962, but 
had to redshirt when he incurred 
an injury.

Eventually, that memorable cam-
paign of ‘64 came.

“Here I am at the line, I’m 5-11, 
235, and was better off at the mid-
dle (nose guard),” Dukes said. 
“People had a hard time getting 
between my legs because I was 
so short, and being stout enough, 
I was hard to block. “So that 
was a natural place for me. They 
couldn’t get to my knees, so they 
double-teamed me. I didn’t make 
many tackles, but, they couldn’t 
move me off the line either.”

Dukes loved being dou-
ble-teamed.

TU opened the season against 
Arkansas in Fayetteville.

“As far as the environment of 
playing football, that Razorback 
Stadium was hard to beat when we 
were playing. It was an exciting 

game,” Dukes said.
The Hurricane had a 14-7 advan-

tage at halftime, but wound up los-
ing 31-22.

“We just made a couple of bloop-
ers,” Dukes said.

That Arkansas team, which had 
Jerry Jones and Jimmy Johnson 
as members and Barry Switzer as 
an assistant coach, would go on to 
win a share of the national cham-
pionship.

TU won its next three games, in-
cluding a 58-0 romp on the road 
against Louisville. Then came a 
heartbreaking 28-23 setback at 
Cincinnati.

“Cincinnati slipped by us,” 
Dukes said. “The story of that 
game was, we were on the two-

yard line and Rhome threw a pass 
to Twilley in the closing seconds 
and the whistle blew. All the play-
ers would tell you that. We would 
have won the game had we had 
another play.

“We were moving down the field 
and we thought we were going to 
win the game and the clock ran out 
on us,” Dukes added.

TU would not lose again that 
year. A significant moment came 
when the Hurricane dismantled 
Oklahoma State, 61-14, at home.

“What stands out about OSU 
is their fans,” Dukes said. “They 
were all around the field. It got 
so crowded that (Coach Glenn) 
Dobbs said on record that he could 
have sold 50,000 seats that day. 
The stadium held over 25,000 
back then.”

Dukes believes that one way his 

TU career benefits him today is the 
discipline he learned. One team 
that stands out to him the most is 
the 2010 squad because of its win 
at Notre Dame. 

“I think of those players on that 
team,” he said. “They get to say ‘I 
played for a team that beat Notre 
Dame.’ No one can ever take that 
away.”

As for the Tulsa teams of today, 
Dukes is optimistic.

“I’m appreciative of the head 
coach (Montgomery) here,” he 
said. “I think he really cares about 
kids. He has demonstrated and 
shown to a lot of us that he gen-
uinely cares about children. He’s 
had his struggles here. He’s strug-
gling now to win. But he knows 
how to handle kids. He can get on 
you, but he also knows when to pat 
you on the back.”

SPORTS

University of Tulsa

HURRICANE LINEMAN:  TU nose guard Eddie Dukes helped Tulsa 
to a 9-2 bowl-winning season in 1964,

Courtesy photo

JIM THORPE WINNER:   Ed-
die Dukes, who recently won the 
Jim Thorpe Sports Excellence 
Award, played nose tackle on TU’s 
1964 Bluebonnet Bowl team.

http://oksportscene.com
http://tulsahurricane.com/tickets
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More than 5,000 volunteers will 
work on approximately 450 com-
munity service projects during the 
Tulsa Area United Way’s annual 
Day of Caring on Friday, Sept. 6.

The 28th Day of Caring will be-
gin at 7 a.m. with a free breakfast 
and program for volunteers at the 
VFW Post 577 at 1109 E. Sixth St. 
Parking is available north of the 
VFW and along Sixth Street near 
Centennial Park.  

Sponsors of the Day of Caring 
are Arvest Bank, Hillcrest Medical 
Center and Osage Casino. 

“The Day of Caring is one of our 
community’s most enduring and 
popular events,” said Alison An-
thony, president and CEO of the 
Tulsa Area United Way. “5,000 
people coming together in service 
on a single day creates great ener-
gy and real impact.”

The Tulsa Area United Way’s 
Day of Caring is also one of the 
nation’s largest single days of 
community service. 

The United Way’s Trailblazers - 
companies and organizations that 
conduct their fundraising cam-
paigns early during the summer - 
will reveal their results at the Day 
of Caring breakfast and program. 

“The Trailblazers provide mo-
mentum and energy as we begin 
our annual United Way campaign 
for the community,” Anthony said.

The breakfast and program will 
feature a performance of the cast 
of Up with People, an internation-
al travel program that empowers 
young adults to make a difference 
in the world through volunteerism, 
leadership and the performing arts. 

Non-profit organizations, schools, 
municipalities and other organi-
zations can still submit work pro-
jects for the Day of Caring, and 
volunteers can register to partic-
ipate by calling 918-295-6630. 
Work projects may include gener-
al clean-up, landscaping, painting, 
light construction, school projects 
and outings for senior citizens. 
Individual volunteers, as well as 
employee groups from large com-
panies and small businesses are 
invited to participate.

Day of Caring t-shirts are availa-
ble to order online while supplies 
last at tauw.org/tees

For more information about the 
Day of Caring, visit www.tauw.org. 
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Tulsa Area United Way 
Day of Caring is Sept. 6

Bank of America Center Building has ‘Wow Factor’
The Bank of America Center 

Building at 15 West 6th Street, 
originally known 
as the Fourth Na-
tional Bank of 
Tulsa Building, 
was built on the 
site of the old Tul-
sa County Court-
house. In 1967 
when it opened, 
at 412 feet tall, 32 
stories, it was the 
tallest building in 
Tulsa. Today it 
is the fifth tallest 
in Tulsa and the 
ninth tallest in 
the state. Its net 
occupiable area 
is 288,774 square 
feet.

The original 
owners of this 
structure prob-
ably considered 
it a cutting edge 
contemporary building although it 
is frequently referred to as a design 
product of the international school. 

Designed by the Tulsa architec-
tural firm, Kelley and Marshall, it 
was an immediate financial suc-
cess. Kelley and Marshall, who 
were also involved in real estate 
development, built at least two oth-

er office towers of similar design in 
different cities. The architects were 

proud enough of the 
Bank of America 
Building that their 
offices were locat-
ed on the top floor 
for many years.

What is most 
interesting about 
this building is 
how it functionally 
combines four dif-
ferent types of oc-
cupancies in one 
single tower and 
from the exterior 
articulates them in 
the overall design.

The bulk of the 
ground floor with 
storefront glass 
walls at Boulder 
and 6th Street 
was planned to be 
retail space. Orig-
inally it was oc-

cupied by Fourth National Bank. 
Today, it is the downtown branch 
of Bank of America. Above it is 
a seven-floor parking garage ac-
cessed by a ramped entrance from 
Boulder Avenue. On top of the ga-
rage are 21 floors of commercial 
office space capped by three floors 
of a private club. The building is 

owned and managed by Price Fam-
ily Properties.

The top three floors are occu-
pied by the Summit Club. When 
it opened on one floor as the new 
kid on the block, it was one of three 
downtown clubs. Two of them have 
closed, while the Summit Club re-
mains and is thriving.

From its exterior, the Bank of 
American Center follows a classic 
triparte design with a base, a shaft 
and a distinctive cap. The base is 
the parking garage which with a 
glass ground floor appears to float. 
It is faced with cream colored rus-
ticated marble panels composed of 
small rectangular pieces. For a few 
years, there was an adhesive prob-
lem with these which has apparent-
ly been fixed. Ventilating this base 
are tall, narrow louvered openings 
spaced regularly around the perim-
eter.

The shaft is glass curtain wall 
with golden bronze glass spandrels 
between dark gray glass windows 
arranged in a horizontal banded 
pattern. This shaft is strongly re-
cessed back from the parking ga-
rage below.

The crown of this building, its 
tour de force, are the three top 
floors, glass deeply recessed be-
hind overhanging roof and column 
structures highlighted by aggres-

sively projecting balconies. The 
off white color of the base below 
is carried out in the marble facing 
of columns, balcony railings, and 

roof fascias. This wow factor cap 
dramatically sets the building apart 
from other high rise Tulsa struc-
tures.

On Architecture

By ROGER COFFEY, AIA Courtesy photo

INTERNATIONAL DESIGN:  The Bank of America building in Tulsa 
is frequently referred to as a design product of the international school 
which is “characterized by an emphasis on volume over mass, the use 
of lightweight, mass-produced, industrial materials, rejection of all or-
nament and color, repetitive modular forms, and the use of flat surfaces, 
typically alternating with areas of glass.”

GTR Newspapers photo

LA FIESTA DE TULSA AT GATHERING PLACE: Latino and Hispanic cultures were celebrated 
at Tulsa’s Gathering Place with La Fiesta de Tulsa on July 26.  Thousands attended the event that host-
ed festive music, dance, art, activities, food and drink. Guests were entertained by live music performed 
by local and national talent, including international music sensation Diana Reyes. Other performers 
included Proyecto Insomnio, La Gozadera Band, Tonatiuh Dance Co., Baila Tulsa and more.

http://qualityconstructionbrokenarrow.com
http://pawprintsltd.com
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Craig M Dietert, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor

9175 S Yale Ave Suite 120 
Tulsa, OK 74137-4042 
918-493-3136

Craig Dietert
9175 S Yale, Ste. 120, 

Tulsa, OK  74137
918-493-3136

Randy Bluhm
418 E. 5th

Bartlesville, OK 74003
 918-337-2712

Liz Gore
12133 S. Yukon Ave.
Glenpool, Ok 74033 
918-518-5853

Matt McGuire
20 N Park St

Sapulpa, OK 74066
918-227-1292

Tanya Butler
2478 W. New Orleans St.
Broken Arrow, OK 74011

918-259-9066

David Fleske
12338 E. 86th St. N
Owasso, OK 74055
918-272-7301

Dewayne Willis
2123 S Atlanta Pl Ste 201

Tulsa, OK 74114
918-745-0260

Lance Lively
348 E. 2nd St.,

Sand Springs, OK 74063
918-245-3796

Leland Nissley
8116 S. Harvard Ave.,

Tulsa, OK 74137
918-481-3401

Rich Keel
13330 S Memorial Ste 2

Bixby, OK 74008
918-369-2500

Bill Gordon
4252 S. Peoria Ave.,

Tulsa, OK 74105
918-712-9717

Tammy Moore
7147 S. Yale Ave.,
Tulsa, OK 74136

918-488-8999

tulsachamber.com/partnersinprosperity

PSO Seeking Approval to Add Low-Cost Wind Energy
As part of its long-range plan to 

increase reliance on natural gas and 
renewable energy resources, Pub-
lic Service Company of Oklaho-
ma (PSO) has filed an application 
seeking regulatory approval to add 
675 megawatts (MW) of Oklahoma 
wind-generated power to its energy 
mix.  This reflects a 45.5 percent 
share of 1,485 MW total requested 
in conjunction with its sister com-
pany, Southwestern Electric Power 
Company (SWEPCO).

The proposal includes partial 
ownership in three Oklahoma wind 
generation facilities located in sev-
en counties in north central Okla-
homa – Alfalfa, Blaine, Custer, 
Garfield, Kingfisher, Major and 
Woods. The three facilities repre-
sent approximately a $2 billion in-
vestment in Oklahoma and PSO’s 
45.5 percent ownership share is 
projected to save PSO customers 
over $1 billion, net of cost, during 
the time they’re in service.

“Our long-range goal at PSO is 
to rely on a well-balanced mix of 
natural gas and renewable sources 
like wind to meet the needs of our 
customers,” said Peggy Simmons, 
PSO president and COO. “We’re 
excited about this opportunity be-
cause it will save our customers 
money and boost the state’s econ-
omy with new investment and tax 
revenues.”

Oklahoma wind power currently 
makes up approximately 20 percent 

(1,137 MW) of the energy serving 
PSO’s customers. The company’s 
long-term plan shows customers 
will benefit from additional wind 
energy beginning in 2022.  PSO be-
gan a competitive bidding process 
in early 2019, which determined 
these resources deliver the most 
overall value to customers.

PSO is pursuing this acquisi-
tion in conjunction with its sister 
company, Southwestern Electric 
Power Company (SWEPCO). The 

amount of generation acquired by 
PSO or SWEPCO can be scaled 
to align with individual state re-
source needs, as determined by the 
respective state commissions.  The 
wind energy will come online by 
December 2021 pending regulatory 
approvals.

PSO’s current energy plan also 
includes increased natural gas and 
solar generation resources to meet 
PSO customer needs over the next 
10 years.

Whitmarsh-Oller RE/MAX Team Continues Expansion
By LESA JONES
Contributing Writer

“The fastest-growing RE/MAX 
office in the nation” is expanding 
its reach once again with the ad-
dition of a south Tulsa location at 
91st Street and Memorial Drive.

Owners Amy Whitmarsh and 
Lori Oller acquired the former RE/
MAX Life office, at 7506 E. 91st 
St., July 1, from RE/MAX Boone 
Realty of Columbia, Missouri.

Now with local ownership and 
a name change, RE/MAX Results 
Tulsa adds 15 full-time agents 
to their already successful team. 
Oller and Whitmarsh were select-
ed as the Broker/Owners of the 
Year for Oklahoma in 2018 and 
RE/MAX Results has grown from 
seven to 80 agents just since 2017.

In addition, the dynamic duo also 
recently acquired a Bartlesville of-
fice and partnered with the city’s 
top producing agents.

Now with the expansion into Tul-
sa, RE/MAX Results once again 
aligns itself with agents who fit 
their standard of professionalism 
and world-class customer service.

Whitmarsh, one of the nation’s 
“Top 100 Realtors” three years 

in a row said, “We are so excited 
to partner with the Tulsa agents 
and to enlarge the RE/MAX foot-
print throughout the greater Tulsa 
area.”

Oller has been a realtor since 
2002 and became a managing bro-
ker in June 2016.

As owners, Oller and Whitmarsh 
have created a workplace culture 
that is unlike the typical real estate 
brokerage.

“We have an office of full-time 

professional agents lifting the stan-
dard for our profession,” Oller said. 
“Our agents are service-minded, 
learning-based and are willing to 
mastermind and share best practic-
es with each other.

We often say, “All ships rise with 
the tide,” meaning when we lift 
each other up and support each 
other, we all succeed,” she said.

Whitmarsh added, “Our success 
comes from partnering with the 
right agents for the right reasons. 

We want to grow, but not just for 
the sake of growing.”

She says they seek out agents 
who want to continue to learn, 
continue to be better and continue 
to develop their business practic-
es with their Agent Development 
Program.

As sisters and business partners, 
Whitmarsh and Oller are endeav-
oring to set a new standard in 
what agents can expect from their 
brokers and owners. For them, 

agent-centered is not just a catch-
phrase. They provide unmatched 
support and knowledgeable expe-
rience to all of their agents.

RE/MAX agents average 17.0 
transactions per agent per year 
compared to their nearest compet-
ing brokerage at 11.1 according to 
2018 Real Trends 500 data. For 
more information or to sched-
ule an interview, call Lesa Jones 
at 918-254-0600 or email lesal-
jones@remax.net.                                                                               

OVERSEEING EXPANSION: Lori Oller, left, and Amy Whitmarsh 
started with seven agents when they acquired RE/MAX Results in Owas-
so. Last fall, they purchased another RE/MAX office in Bartlesville and 
in July, they purchased the former RE/MAX Life office in south Tulsa 
bringing their total to 80 agents.

ENTHUSIASTIC AGENTS:  With the purchase of RE/MAX Life in 
south Tulsa, RE/MAX Results added an additional 15 agents to their 
already successful team.   Lori Oller and Amy Whitmarsh were named 
Broker/Owners of the Year for Oklahoma in 2018.
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http://www.edwardjones.com
http://tulsachamber.com/partnersinprosperity


The first International Energy 
Policy Conference was held in 
1992. One of the speakers of the 
conference stated, “I think most 
Americans would welcome mes-
sages from an industry expressly 
committed to the importance of 
what it does, confident in its abili-
ty to manage risks, and willing to 
defend its important work against 
extremist assault. Most Ameri-
cans understand the need for se-
cure supplies of affordable energy.  
And they always embrace convic-
tion.” This quote best summarizes 
the importance of the conference, 
and especially dialogue. The con-
ference theme and dialogue has 
been and continues to be “striving 
for energy efficiency and environ-
mental preservation.”

Since the inception of the con-
ference, it has hosted dignitaries, 
Fortune 500 companies, industry 
experts, ambassadors, and delega-
tions to discuss energy efficiency, 

environmental preservation, and 
the whys, hows and solutions of 
a national energy plan. The con-
ference, which launched in the 
Oklahoma City 
area, has hosted 
events in Tul-
sa, Washington, 
D.C., Houston, 
Denver and 
Dallas as well 
as other cities 
throughout the 
US.   

National Ener-
gy Talk Present 
and Future

We found, for 
example, that our 
Facebook page 
“America Needs 
America’s En-
ergy” has a fol-
lowing of over 
22,000 people 
across the US. 
Therefore, this is an example of an 
area where National Energy Talk 
can complement the industry and 
be an active voice on social media.  

With the launch of National En-
ergy Talk (NET), what once was 
an annual conference has expand-
ed into a media-driven platform 

with year-round 
engagemen t . 
Today, NET is 
helping lead a 
national dia-
logue on energy 
issues, views, 
and solutions 
through events, 
publicat ions, 
video, audio and 
online content. 
NET believes 
in the power of 
people: “Noth-
ing moves with-
out energy.”

NET is Na-
tional

National En-
ergy Talk is a 
platform en-

gaging a national dialogue on en-
ergy issues, views and solutions. 
We address the needs, plans and 
issues that all types of energy face 

today. Through discussion, we can 
create a national energy vision.

Join the Talk
The founding principle of NET 

remains steadfast: the availabili-
ty of reasonably priced energy is 
paramount to the economic and 
business development both in the 
United States and other countries 
around the world. Your involve-
ment can help continue to bring 
about this change.

A National Energy Conversa-
tion in the Heartland

National Energy Talk officially 
launched on May 1, 2017. Many 
thanks to Exploring Energy Radio 
Show for airing the announcement 
and to Oilman Magazine and GTR 
Newspapers for their great support 
through our columns!

The 2019 and 2020 plans are 
underway.   Keep up with the ac-
tivities of National Energy Talk 
(NET) by visiting the National 
Energy Talk page on Facebook. 

Future Goals
It is important that the message 

is national in scope. Therefore, 
future goals include visits in 
Washington, D.C., Houston and 
other US cities. As consumers 
and stakeholders of energy, we 
must drive the process, evaluat-
ing how we can best leverage our 
natural resources here at home to 
ensure long-term energy indepen-
dence and security.

Future generations are depend-
ing on us. America needs Ameri-
ca’s energy!

Mark A. Stansberry is Chairman 
of the GTD Group, an award-win-
ning Author and Energy Advocate.

		  GTR Newspapers: Oklahoma’s Largest Monthly News Group

	 August 2019	 GREATER TULSA REPORTER NEWSPAPERS	 Page 19

By MARK A. STANSBERRY

Want to Purchase
Mineral & Other
Oil/Gas Interests.

Send details to:
PO Box 13557

Denver, CO 80201

NET: The National Energy Dialogue Continues
VAST CHANGES:  Sign company men worked diligently during a recent August rain to 
place a new Vast.bank sign at the company’s location near East 81st Street and South Yale 
Avenue in Tulsa.  The company has changed its name from Valley National Bank.

GOING UP:  The new Vast Bank headquarters building across from ONEOK Field in 
downtown Tulsa is taking shape. Expected to open in December, the building will include a 
rooftop “In the Raw” sushi bar, rotating art installments and office space.
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Tulsa HBA Wins National Awards
The Home Builders Association 

of Greater Tulsa was honored with 
two national awards, the Best As-
sociation Operations Program and 
Best Membership Recruitment 
Plan Implemented, at the National 
Association of Home Builders As-
sociation Management Conference 
in July

The Best Association Operations 
Program was given for the creation 
of the Membership Center, where 
all members can find available re-
sources and tools to benefit their 
membership all in one place. The 
Best Recruitment Plan award was 
given for the Fall 2018 Paradise is 
Calling membership drive, where 
the Tulsa HBA recruited over 80 
members. 

“These awards illustrate the inno-

vative programs that HBAs across 
the NAHB Federation are develop-
ing for their members,” said Mike 
Means, Executive Officers Council 
(EOC) president and executive vice 
president of the Oklahoma HBA. 
The Association Excellence 
Awards is an annual program de-
signed to recognize the outstanding 
accomplishments of state and local 
home builders’ associations and 
executive officers in the field of as-
sociation management. EOC mem-
bership is comprised of the staff 
executives who direct more than 
650 NAHB-affiliated state and lo-
cal home builders’ associations rep-
resenting more than 140,000 home 
builders in communities across the 
United States. 

The mission of the Home Build-

ers Association is  to advocate for 
the home building industry while 
promoting ethical business practic-
es and standards. 

As “the voice of Tulsa’s housing 
industry,” the HBA of Greater Tul-
sa helps promote policies that will 
keep housing a local priority, and 
aims to provide and expand oppor-
tunities for all consumers to have 
safe, decent and affordable housing. 
  Founded in 1942, the HBA of 
Greater Tulsa currently has ap-
proximately 1,000 members. About 
one-third of HBA members are 
home builders, and/or remodelers. 
The remaining members are asso-
ciates working in closely related 
fields within the housing indus-
try, such as mortgage finance and 
building products and services.  

  The association is member-driv-
en, with a professional staff of 
nine in Tulsa. More than 70 
members serve on the associa-
tion’s board of directors, which 
helps set the association’s agenda.  
  The HBA’s  various groups pro-
vide a wide range of services to 
members, focusing on key issues 
such as remodeling and green 
building, promotional events and 
philanthropy. The association also 
represents the industry’s inter-
ests  with local government and 
strives to ensure that housing re-
mains a priority when laws are 
made and policies are established. 
 The HBA of Greater Tulsa’s build-
er members construct nearly 70 
percent of the new homes built 
each year in the Tulsa Metro area.

Courtesy photo

WINNERS:  Jeffrey Smith, Ex-
ecutive Officer of the Tulsa Home 
Builders Association with Mike 
Means, Executive Officers Coun-
cil President and Executive Vice 
President of the Oklahoma Home 
Builders Association.

http://www.cartridge-smart.com
http://www.cajuned.com
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GTR CLASSIFIEDS
To place a GTR classified ad, please email advertising@gtrnews.com, or call 918-254-1515

Autos Wanted

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!!  All Makes/
Models 2002-2018! Any Condition.  Running 
or Not. Top $$$ Paid! Free Towing! We’re Na-
tionwide! Call Now: 1-888-985-1806   

Education/Career Training

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING - Get 
FAA Technician certification. Approved for 
military benefits. Financial Aid if qualified. 
Job placement assistance. Call Aviation Insti-
tute of Maintenance 866-453-6204

Employment 

Employment 

$$$WORK FROM HOME$$$ $2,845 Weekly 
assembling Information packets From Home. 
No Experience Necessary! Start Immediately! 
FREE Information 24hrs. RIVAS PUBLISH-
ING SINCE 2001 www.rivaspublishing.com  

Health & Fitness 

Suffering from an ADDICTION to Alcohol, Opi-
ates, Prescription PainKillers or other DRUGS?   
There is hope! Call Today to speak with someone 
who cares. Call NOW 1-855-866-0913   
 

Miscellaneous 

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest se-
nior living referral service. Contact our trust-
ed, local experts today! Our service is FREE/
no obligation. CALL 1-844-722-7993

Applying for Social Security Disability or Ap-
pealing a Denied Claim? Call Bill Gordon & As-
soc., Social Security Disability Attorneys, 1-855-
498-6323! FREE Consultations. Local Attorneys 
Nationwide [Mail: 2420 N St NW, Washington 
DC. Office: Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)

AT&T Internet. Get More For Your High-Speed 
Internet Thing. Starting at $40/month w/12-mo 
agmt. Includes 1 TB of data per month. Ask us 
how to bundle and SAVE! Geo & svc restric-
tions apply. Call us today 1-833-707-0984 

Miscellaneous 

BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR! We 
edit, print and distribute your work interna-
tionally. We do the work… You reap the Re-
wards!  Call for a FREE Author’s Submission 
Kit: 866-951-7214

Become a Published Author. We want to Read 
Your Book! Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by 
Authors Since 1920 Book manuscript sub-
missions currently being reviewed. Compre-
hensive Services: Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribution Call for Your Free 
Author’s Guide 1-877-626-2213.

Behind on your MORTGAGE? Denied a Loan 
Modification? Bank threatening foreclosure? 
CALL Homeowner Protection Services now! 
New laws are in effect that may help. Call Now 
1-844-293-7187

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any Condition 
Vehicle, 2002 and Newer.  Nationwide Free 
Pick Up! Call Now: 1-800-864-5960

Cross Country Moving, Long distance Moving 
Company, out of state move $799 Long Dis-
tance Movers. Get Free quote on your Long 
distance move 1-800-511-2181  

Call Empire Today® to schedule a FREE in-
home estimate on Carpeting & Flooring. Call 
Today! 1-800-508-2824

Cancer@breakinginjurynews.com. $30 billion 
is set aside for asbestos victims with cancer. 
Valuable settlement monies may not require 
filing a lawsuit.   

Denied Social Security Disability? Appeal! If 
you’re 50+, filed for SSD and denied, our at-
torneys can help get you approved! No money 
out of pockets! Call 1-866-376- 3163

Dental Insurance from Physicians Mutual 
Company NOT just a discount plan. REAL 
coverage for (350) procedures. Call 1-877-
308-3824 for details  dental50plus.com/cadnet 
6118-0219

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG CANCER? You 
may qualify for a substantial cash award. NO 
obligation, NO risk! We’ve recovered millions. 
Let us help you!! Call 24/7, 855-845-8269

DIRECTV & AT&T. 155 Channels & 1000s 
of Shows/Movies On Demand (w/SELECT 
Package.) AT&T Internet 99 Percent Reli-
ability. Unlimited Texts to 120 Countries w/
AT&T Wireless.  Call 4 FREE Quote- 1-855-
781-1565 

DISH Network $69.99 For 190 Channels. Add 
High Speed Internet for ONLY $14.95/month. 
Best Technology. Best Value. Smart HD DVR 
Included. FREE Installation. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-855-837-9146 

DISH TV - Over 190 Channels Now ONLY 
$59.99/mo! 2yr price guarantee, FREE In-
stallation! Save HUNDREDS over Cable and 
DIRECTV. Add Internet as low as $14.95/mo! 
1-855-977-7405

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95 
High Speed Internet.   Free Installation Smart 
HD DVR Included, Free Voice Remote.  Some 
restrictions apply 1-800-718-1593

Miscellaneous 

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As Low As 
$14.95/month (for the first 3 months.) Reliable 
High Speed Fiber Optic Technology. Stream 
Videos, Music and More! Call Earthlink Today 
1-855-520-7938

ENJOY 100% guaranteed, delivered to-the-
door Omaha Steaks! SAVE 75 PERCENT - 
PLUS get 4 FREE Burgers!  Order The Family 
Gourmet Feast - ONLY $49.99.  Call 1-855-
349-0656 mention code 55586TJC or visit 
www.omahasteaks.com/love13 

ELIMINATE RATS/MICE GUARANTEED! 
Buy Harris Baits, Traps, Repellents. Available: 
Hardware Stores, Buy Online: homedepot.
com

Financial Benefits for those facing serious 
illness. You may qualify for a Living Benefit 
Loan today (up to 50 percent of your Life In-
surance Policy Death Benefit.) Free Informa-
tion. CALL 1-855-632-0124

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 100 Pills 
$99.00 FREE Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 
24/7 CALL NOW! 888-889-5515 

Get a SMARTPHONE for $0 DOWN* with 
AT&T Next® and AT&T Next Every Year; 
$250 Gift Card for Switching to AT&T! (*Re-
quires well-qualified credit. Limits & restric-
tions apply.) 1-888-545-5093

Get DIRECTV! ONLY $35/month! 155 Chan-
nels & 1000s of Shows/Movies On Demand 
(w/SELECT All Included Package.) PLUS 
Stream on Up to FIVE Screens Simultaneous-
ly at No Addt’l Cost. Call DIRECTV 1-855-
781-1565

HEAR AGAIN!  Try our hearing aid for just 
$75 down and $50 per month! Call   800-426-
4212 and mention 88272 for a risk-free trial! 
FREE SHIPPING! 

HughesNet Satellite Internet - 25mbps starting 
at $49.99/mo! FAST download speeds. WiFi 
built in!  FREE Standard Installation for lease 
customers! Limited Time, Call 1-800-610-
4790   

INVENTORS - FREE INFORMATION 
PACKAGE Have your product idea developed 
affordably by the Research & Development 
pros and presented to manufacturers. Call 
1-888-501-0236 for a Free Idea Starter Guide. 
Submit your idea for a free consultation.

KILL BED BUGS! Buy Harris Sprays, Kits, 
Mattress Covers. Hardware Stores, The Home 
Depot, homedepot.com

Kill Roaches-GUARANTEED! Harris Roach 
Tablets, Sprays, Traps, Concentrate. Hardware 
Stores, The Home Depot, homedepot.com

LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?  
Medicare recipients that suffer with pain may 
qualify for a low or no cost knee or back brace.  
Call 844-308-4307

Lung Cancer? Asbestos exposure in industrial, 
construction, manufacturing jobs, or military 
may be the cause. Family in the home were 
also exposed. Call 1-866-795-3684 or email 
cancer@breakinginjurynews.com. $30 billion 
is set aside for asbestos victims with cancer. 

Miscellaneous 

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 888-609-2189

Recently diagnosed with LUNG CANCER 
and 60+ years old? Call now! You and your 
family may be entitled to a SIGNIFICANT 
CASH AWARD. Call 877-648-6308 today. 
Free Consultation. No Risk.

70 years old, kids are grown. Still need your 
life insurance? Or is a big LIFE SETTLE-
MENT CASH PAYOUT smarter? Call Benefit 
Advance. 1-877-710-4660

Sleep Apnea Patients - If you have Medicare 
coverage, call Verus Healthcare to qualify for 
CPAP supplies for little or no cost in minutes. 
Home Delivery, Healthy Sleep Guide and 
More - FREE! Our customer care agents await 
your call. 1-844-545-9175

$$OLD GUITARS & AMPS WANT-
ED$$ GIBSON*FENDER*MARTIN. ALL 
BRANDS. TOP DOLLAR PAID. CALL 
TOLL FREE 1-866-433-8277 

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BEN-
EFITS. Unable to work? Denied benefits? 
We Can Help! WIN OR PAY NOTHING! 
Call855-862-1929to start your application or 
appeal today!

Spectrum Triple Play!    TV, Internet & Voice for 
$29.99 ea. 60 MB per second speed. No con-
tract or commitment. More Channels. Faster In-
ternet. Unlimited Voice.  Call 1-855-652-9304 

Stay in your home longer with an American 
Standard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up to 
$1,500 off, including a free toilet, and a life-
time warranty on the tub and installation! Call 
us at 1-844-374-0013 

Start Saving BIG On Medications! Up To 90% 
Savings from 90DAYMEDS! Over 3500 Med-
ications Available! Prescriptions Req’d. Phar-
macy Checker Approved. CALL Today for 
Your FREE Quote. 844-776-7620 

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, Internet & Voice for 
$29.99 ea. 60 MB per second speed No contract 
or commitment. More Channels. Faster Inter-
net. Unlimited Voice. Call 1-877-338-2315

Use RoundUp Weedkiller? Non-Hodgkin’s 
Lymphoma, Multiple Myeloma, and Leukemia 
may result from RoundUp exposure. A recent 
$2 billion judgment was awarded in a Round-
Up injury case. Call 1-619-493-4791 or email 
RoundUp@breakinginjurynews.com and let us 
begin work on your RoundUp case today

Property for Sale

Lake Front Condo, Gated Area – Lake Eufau-
la. Call 918-616-6800

Wanted to Buy 

TOP CASH FOR CARS, Any Car/Truck, 
Running or Not. Call for INSTANT offer: 
1-888-417-9150

Wants to purchase minerals and other oil and 
gas interests. Send details to P.O. Box 13557 
Denver, Co. 80201

Reader Advisory: The National Trade Association we 
belong to has purchased the above classifieds. Deter-
mining the value of their service or product is advised 
by this publication. In order to avoid misunderstand-
ings, some advertisers do not offer employment but 
rather supply the readers with manuals, directories 
and other materials designed to help their clients 
establish mail order selling and other businesses at 
home. Under NO circumstance should you send any 
money in advance or give the client your checking, li-
cense ID, or credit card numbers. Also  beware of ads 
that claim to guarantee loans regardless of credit and 
note that if a credit repair company does business only 
over the phone it is illegal to request any money before 
delivering its service. All funds are based in US dol-
lars. Toll free numbers may or may not reach Canada. 

DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help get
the dental care you deserve

If you’re over 50, you can get coverage for about $1 a day*

Keep your own dentist! NO networks to worry about

No wait for preventive care and no deductibles – you could get a checkup tomorrow

Coverage for over 350 procedures – including cleanings,exams, fi llings, crowns…even dentures

NO annual or lifetime cap on the cash benefi ts you can receive

FREE Information Kit
1-877-308-2834
www.dental50plus.com/cadnet

*Individual plan.Product not available in MN, MT, NH, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of thistype. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY;call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN)6096C                                                                MB16-NM001Gc

Product not available in MN, MT, NH, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of 

Get FAA approved maintenance training at campuses 
coast to coast. Job placement assistance. 

Financial Aid for qualifying students. Military friendly. 

Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance
800-481-7894

AIRLINE 
CAREERS

House to Share
for well employed 

older female,
stable person to 

share rent, utilities. 
Buy own food.

Lovely home in Tulsa 
on B.A. border

Call 
918-521-7744

FOR SALE
Generator 5500 kw

Practically New
Camping Equipment

Call 918-346-0600
DEQ NOTICE OF TIER II PERMIT APPLICATION FILING

A Tier II application for an air quality acid rain permit renewal has been filed with the Oklahoma 
Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) by Green Country Energy, LLC, 12307 S. Florence 
Ave., Jenks, OK 74037.
The applicant requests approval to obtain an acid rain permit renewal from the DEQ Air Quality 
Division at the Green Country Energy, LLC facility located at 12307 South Florence Avenue in 
Jenks Oklahoma, 74037 located in Tulsa County.
In response to the application, DEQ has prepared a draft permit (Permit Number 2018-1439-
ARR3), which may be reviewed at the Tulsa County public library in the city of Jenks or at the 
Air Quality Division’s main office (see address below). The status of all permit applications is 
also available for review in the Air Quality Section of the DEQ’s web page: www.deq.state.ok.us
This draft permit would authorize the facility to emit the following regulated pollutants:  NOx = 
802 TPY, CO = 802 TPY, SO2 = 35.4 TPY, VOC = 137 TPY, and PM10 = 247 TPY.
The public comment period ends 30 days after the date of publication of this notice. Any 
person may submit written comments concerning the draft permit to the Air Quality Division 
contact listed below.  Only those issues relevant to the proposed renewal are open for 
comment.  A public meeting on the draft permit renewal may also be requested in writing at 
the same address.  Note that all public meetings are to be arranged and conducted by DEQ/
CSD staff.
In addition to the public comment opportunity offered under this notice, this draft permit is 
subject to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) review, EPA objection, and petition to 
EPA, as provided by 40 CFR § 70.8.
If the Administrator (EPA) does not object to the proposed permit, the public has 60 days 
following the Administrator’s 45 day review period to petition the Administrator to make such 
an objection as provided in 40 CFR § 70.8(d) and in OAC 252:100-8-8(j). Information on all 
permit actions and applicable review time lines is available in the Air Quality section of the DEQ 
web page:  www.deq.state.ok.us/
For additional information, contact Gregory Holler at 12307 S. Florence Ave. in Jenks, Okla-
homa 74037 or call (918) 296-6479 or contact DEQ at: Chief Engineer, Permits & Engineering 
Group, Air Quality Division, 707 N. Robinson, Suite 4100, P.O. Box 1677, Oklahoma City, Ok, 
73101-1677 or call (405) 702-4100.

House Keeper 
Wanted

References required
Twice a month

$20/hour – Jenks
Hal: 918-296-9444

NOW HIRING 
resident manager 
for a self-storage 

facility in Glenpool. 

Visit

storageemployment.com

http://www.hummingbirdelectric.com
http://storageemployment.com
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bringing balance and beauty to life

918.587.2566 • ihloffspa.com
Utica Square  •  83rd & Memorial  •  Hyatt Regency Downtown

EXPERIENCE OKLAHOMA’S MOST AWARD  
WINNING SALON & SPA

Meeting New People, Trying New Places the
Goal of Bourbon Tulsa Weekly Social Club
By DJ MORROW INGRAM
Contributing Writer

“Please don’t make this story 
about me. Bourbon Tulsa Weekly 
is not about me,” stressed Michael 
Patton. 

But it’s hard not to. Patton is the 
creative brain behind a relative-
ly new “social club” that meets 
each week to “try out new places 
and meet new people” (according 
to the club business card). And 
its success isn’t surprising com-
ing from the man who was at the 
forefront of Tulsa’s environmental 
and recycling efforts, led the Met-
ropolitan Environmental Trust 22 
years, created the Tulsa Bull Run, 
helped spur Ozone Alert Days 
and is now the executive director 
of Land Legacy. But he’s right. 
This story is about Bourbon Tulsa 
Weekly. The Michael Patton sto-
ry (which is fascinating, inspiring 
and funny) is for another time.

Each Tuesday at 5:30 p.m., an ev-
er-changing group of people, often 
strangers to each other, gather at a 
different Tulsa establishment for 
an hour of socializing, network-
ing and just having a good time. 
Although the name of the “social 
club” is Bourbon Tulsa, the con-
sumption of alcohol is secondary 
to the mission of the club.

“It’s all about a safe, positive way 
for Tulsans to get out, meet new 
people and experience new ven-
ues,” Patton said. “We also hope it 
helps these local, small businesses 
get new customers in the door.”

The name of the club (no dues, 
no officers, no club business) was 
chosen because “bourbon is truly 
an all-American liquor” that has 
even been recognized by the Unit-

ed States Congress as a “distinctive 
product of the United States,” Pat-
ton said. Tuesday was chosen be-
cause it’s a night when there is less 
going on in the active Tulsa night-
life and one of the harder nights for 
local businesses to draw crowds. 

“There are probably a handful of 
people who actually drink bour-
bon at the meetings,” said Pat-
ton. “Most of the women drink 
wine and most of the men drink 
beer, but we do have some bour-
bon aficionados who will drink 
and compare bourbons.” Several 
of the businesses have catered to 
the name: Bread and Butter Kitch-
en offered bourbon pecan pie, the 
Tulsa Press Club created a special 
bourbon menu and The Brook of-
fered bourbon tastings. 

“The bar managers and owners 
have all been so gracious about 
hosting the club and are enthusias-
tic about getting on the schedule,” 
Patton said. 

Nikita Layson, co-owner of 473 
Bar and Backyard with her hus-
band, Andrew, was enthusiastic 
about hosting the group in early 
August. 

“We’ve only been open about 
three and a half months so this is a 
great opportunity for us to get new 
people through the doors and see 
who we are,” Layson said. “We 
think 473 is perfect for this type of 
group – we’re nestled in the quaint 
Kendall-Whittier neighborhood, 
our menu is focused on locally 
produced and boutique wines and 
beers and we aim for a ‘chill vibe’ 
with great music.”

Jeff Pugh, a local landscape ar-
chitect, attended Bourbon Tulsa 
Weekly for the first time at 473 Bar 
out of curiosity after seeing it on 

Facebook. “I loved the idea of vis-
iting a new place that I might not 
otherwise go to and meeting new 
people. If it works out to be good 
for my business, that’s a plus.”

Local attorney and former city 
councilor Terry Doverspike com-
mented that he liked that there is 
no structure, no dues, no expecta-
tions and no political agenda to the 
group. 

“Although I’ve somewhat retired 
I’m not interested in sitting on 
the couch watching ‘Jeopardy’,” 
Doverspike said. “I love that this 
group is so diverse. It crosses gen-
erations, occupations, ethnicities. 

“It’s safe in that you’re not sign-

ing up or committing to anything. 
It’s technically just one hour, it’s 
not a private club, you can always 
bring friends or relatives with you 
and it exposes you to different 
businesses.”

Communication for the club is 
managed through a Facebook page, 
Bourbon Tulsa Weekly, although 
it does maintain a Gmail account. 
Patton has scheduled locations 
through the end of the year with no 
repeats until the one-year anniver-
sary Jan. 7, 2020 when the group 
will return to the Tulsa Press Club, 
the site of the first meeting. The at-
tendance ranges weekly from 10 to 
40. Patton is always the first to ar-

rive. He greets everyone and makes 
sure no one is sitting alone.

“The idea is so simple it’s simply 
brilliant,” said Betty Dalsing, a lo-
cal artist. “It’s a great way to meet 
new people and reconnect with old 
friends.” 

Patton is happy with the success 
of the club and says his only con-
cern will be if the numbers grow 
to where it won’t fit into some of 
Tulsa’s smaller establishments. 
But it’s a problem he will enthusi-
astically attack.

“Years ago I started my career 
wanting to change the world,” he 
said. “Now I just want to change 
the world’s mood.”

GTR Newspapers photo

TUESDAY SMILES:  Bourbon Tulsa Weekly participants meet Tuesday afternoons in various establishments 
throughout greater Tulsa for socialization and fun.  This photo was taken recently at The Brook in Tulsa’s 
Brookside.  The “social club” was founded by Tulsan Michael Patton, third from right in the photo.

http://ihloffspa.com
http://www.anagotulsa.com
http://www.oktagagent.com/barnes/


		  CALL 918-254-1515 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION

	 Page 22	 GREATER TULSA REPORTER NEWSPAPERS	 August 2019

When Briana learned her mother had breast cancer, she never imagined she would be diagnosed 

with the same disease a few years later. She wanted the same cutting-edge treatment options and 

compassionate care her mother received, so she went to Cancer Treatment Centers of America® (CTCA), 

where she received both—all in one place, all with one team, all working together to �ght her cancer. 

We call that unique approach the Mother Standard® of care.

© 2019 IPB

C ALL OR GO ONLINE TO SCHEDULE 
YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY . 

800.515.9610
cancercenter.com/tulsa

If your mother was diagnosed with cancer, 
how would you want her to be treated?  
That’s the way we care for you.  

http://cancercenter.com/tulsa
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EVERYTHING YOU NEED.
EVERYWHERE YOU GO.
When you start a relationship with Central 

Bank, you’ll immediately have access to 

a community bank with comprehensive 

offerings, cutting-edge technology, and 

leading-edge banking solutions. We have  

all the tools you need to move, manage,  

and maximize your money with ease.  

Discover what’s possible with Central Bank.  

We do banking better.

centralbank.net
Member FDIC

CENTRAL BANK OF OKLAHOMA CALENDAR • AUG. 11 – SEPT. 14 2019

Blue Whale Comedy Festival Returns Aug. 29 – 31. Visit bluewhalecomedyfestival.com.
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More Bank for Your Buck

Free Small Business Checking

7

Mamma Mia!
Theatre Tulsa
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Mamma Mia!
Theatre Tulsa
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Mamma Mia!
Theatre Tulsa
8 p.m. • Aug. 30-31
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Mamma Mia!
Theatre Tulsa
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Mamma Mia!
Theatre Tulsa
2 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Mamma Mia!
Theatre Tulsa
2 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Mamma Mia!
Theatre Tulsa
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Mamma Mia!
Theatre Tulsa
2 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Mamma Mia!
Theatre Tulsa
2 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

27

We Offer Health 
Savings Accounts

20

New Name. Same Bank.

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

September

31

Tulsa Drillers
vs Springfield
7:05 p.m. 
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

Tulsa Drillers
vs Springfield

7:05 p.m. 
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

Tulsa Drillers
vs Amarillo
7:05 p.m. 
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

Tulsa Drillers
vs Amarillo
7:05 p.m. 
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

Tulsa Drillers
vs Amarillo
7:05 p.m. 
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

Tulsa Drillers
vs Corpus Christi
7:05 p.m. 
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

Tulsa Drillers
vs Corpus Christi
7:05 p.m. 
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

Tulsa Drillers
vs Corpus Christi
7:05 p.m. 
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

Tulsa Drillers
vs Springfield
7:05 p.m. 
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

Tulsa Drillers
vs Springfield
7:05 p.m. 
Visit tulsadrillers.com for 
more information.

26

Ask about fraud ID protection

Intro to 3D 
Printing
Central Library

6 – 7 p.m. 
Visit tulsalibrary.org 
for more informa-
tion.

Healthcare Application 
Assistance
Central Library
9 a.m. – 12 p.m. 

Visit tulsalibrary.org for 
more information.
Fitness on the 

Green: Zumba
Guthrie Green
6:30 – 7:30 p.m. 
Visit guth-
riegreen.com for 

more information.

LA25: Lemon-Aid’s 
25th Anniversary Cele-
bration
Guthrie Green
11 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Visit thelemonaidproject.org 
for more information.

Fitness on 
the Green: 
Yoga
Guthrie Green
5:30 – 6:30 p.m. 
Visit guth-
riegreen.com 
for more 

Storytime on the Green
Guthrie Green
10 – 11 a.m. 
Visit guthriegreen.com for 
more information.

Storytime at Gathering 
Place
Guthrie Green
10 – 11 a.m. 
Visit guthriegreen.com for 
more information.

Garageband 101
Central Library
9 a.m. – 12 p.m. 
Visit tulsalibrary.
org for more infor-
mation.

Yoga for Every Body
Central Library

5:30 – 6:30 p.m. 
Visit tulsalibrary.org for 
more information.

Fitness on the Green: 
Bootcamp
Guthrie Green
5:30 – 6:30 p.m. 
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

Coffee & Bingo
Central Library
10 – 11 a.m. 
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

So You Wanna Podcast?
Central Library
10 – 11 a.m. 
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

Doing Business 
Right With SBA 
- An Overview of 
Small Business 
Administration 
Services

Central Library
11 a.m. – 12 p.m. 
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

DIY Digitization
Central Library
2 – 3:30 p.m. 
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

Tech Talk: Coding 
Visuals
Central Library
6 – 7 p.m. 
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.Digital Literacy 

Lab Orientation
Central Library
6 – 7 p.m. 
Visit tulsalibrary.org for info.

Food Truck Wednesday
Guthrie Green
2:30 – 6:30 p.m. 
Visit guthriegreen.com 
for info.

Terry Fator
The Joint at Hard Rock
8 p.m. 
Visit okaquarium.org for more 
information.

Food Truck Frenzy
Oklahoma Aquarium
6 – 9 p.m. 
Visit hardrockcasinotulsa.com 
for more information.

SPAH 2019 Harmonica 
Convention 
Hyatt Regency Tulsa
Aug. 13 – 17
Visit spah.org for more info.

Joan Osborne Sings the 
Songs of Bob Dylan
Cain’s Ballroom
8 p.m. 
Visit cainsballroom.com for 
more information.

Koe Wetzel
Cain’s Ballroom
8:30 p.m. • Aug. 22-23
Visit cainsballroom.com for 
more information.

Zakk Sabbath
Cain’s Ballroom
9 p.m. 
Visit cainsballroom.com for 
more information.

Michelle Wolf
Cain’s Ballroom
9 p.m. 
Visit cainsballroom.com 
for more information.

Wallows - Nothing 
Happens Tour
Cain’s Ballroom
8 p.m. 
Visit cainsballroom.com for 
more information.

Shane Smith & The Saints
Cain’s Ballroom
8:30 p.m. 
Visit cainsballroom.com for 
more information.

Henna Roso Album 
Release and Community 
Food Drive
Cain’s Ballroom
7 p.m. 
Visit cainsballroom.com for info.

The Wizard of 
Oz (R.S.C. 
1987)
Broken Arrow 
Community 
Playhouse 
2 p.m. 
Visit www.bacptheatre.com 
for more information.

Flatland Cavalry
Cain’s Ballroom
8 p.m. 
Visit cainsballroom.com for 
more information.

Professional Bull Riders
BOK Center
1:45 p.m. 
Visit bokcenter.com for more 
information.

Backstreet Boys
BOK Center
8 p.m. 
Visit bokcenter.com for more 
information.

Opioids: Prevention 
and Awareness
Central Library
12 p.m. 
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

Teen Tabletop 
Game Night
Bixby Library
4:30 –5:30 p.m. 
Visit tulsali-
brary.org for 
more informa-
tion.

Second Annual Adult 
Spelling Bee
Central Library
6:30 – 7:30 p.m. 

Visit tulsalibrary.
org for more 
information.

Introduction to Find-
ing Grants

Central Library
6:30 – 8 p.m. 
Visit tulsalibrary.org for 
more information.

Capturing Memories: A 
Grandparents Day 
Celebration
Central Library
2 – 3:30 p.m. 
Visit tulsalibrary.org 
for info.

Chocolate Milk Doc-
umentary Hosted by 
Welcome Every Baby
 Rudisill Regional Library 
1 – 3 p.m. 
Visit tulsalibrary.org for info.Carson & Barnes 

Circus Presents Circus 
Sauras
West of Plaza Santa Cecilia
4:30 – 7:30 p.m. • 
Aug. 29 – Sept. 1
Visit 
bigtopshow.
com for more 
information.

Day of Caring
Tulsa Area United Way
All Day
Visit tauw.org/dayofcaring for 
more information.

Sebastian Maniscalco
River Spirit Casino
8 p.m.
Visit sebastianlive.com  for 
more information.

Addiction Medicine 
Update
OSU’s Tandy Medical Building
9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Visit health.okstate.edu for info. Crayons Improv All 

Ages Show
Heritage United Methodist Church
7 – 9 p.m.
Visit crayonsimprov.com for 
more information.

Kendall Whittier 
Mercado
Whittier Square
10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Visit visitkendallwhittier.com 
for more information.

Zombie Outbreak Two 
Mile Adventure
Chandler Park
6:30 – 9 p.m.
Visit getbittulsa.com for info.

Operation 
Aware Golf 
Tournament
Cedar Ridge 
Country Club 
8 a.m. –12 p.m. 
Visit operation-
aware.org/golf for 
more information.

Hamilton
Celebrity Attractions
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Hamilton
Celebrity Attractions
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Hamilton
Celebrity Attractions
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Hamilton
Celebrity Attractions
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Hamilton
Celebrity Attractions

7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for 

tickets.

Hamilton
Celebrity Attractions
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Brown Bag It: Branjae
PAC Trust
12:10–12:50 p.m.
FREE event.

Hamilton
Celebrity Attractions
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

She Like Girls
OK World Stage Theatre Co.
8 p.m. • Sept. 5-6
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

She Like Girls
OK World Stage Theatre Co.
2 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

She Like Girls
OK World Stage Theatre Co.
2 & 8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Hamilton
Celebrity Attractions
8 p.m. • Sept. 6-7
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Alexandra Cousteau
Tulsa Town Hall
10:30 a.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Opening Night Gala 
Concert with Rachel 
Barton Pine
Tulsa Symphony
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Picasso at the  
Lapin Agile
Theatre Tulsa
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Hamilton
Celebrity Attractions
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Hamilton
Celebrity Attractions
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Hamilton
Celebrity Attractions
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Hamilton
Celebrity Attractions
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Hamilton
Celebrity Attractions
2 & 8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Hamilton
Celebrity Attractions
2 & 8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Hamilton
Celebrity Attractions
1 & 6:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Hamilton
Celebrity Attractions
1 & 6:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Hamilton
Celebrity Attractions
1 & 6:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Golden Hurricane vs.
Oklahoma State • 2:30 p.m.
Football
tulsahurricane.com for tickets.

Tulsa Roughnecks
vs. Las Vegas 
7 p.m.  
Visit roughnecksfc.com for 
more information.

Tulsa Roughnecks
vs. Fresno FC 
7 p.m.  
Visit roughnecksfc.com for 
more information.

http://centralbank.net
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Tulsa County Parks Offer Excellent 
Recreation with Golf, Tennis and More
By RON PETERS
Tulsa County Commissioner

Of the 77 counties in Oklahoma, 
Tulsa has the only county operated 
park system in the state.  While at 
times it may be hard to distinguish 
a city park from a county park, gen-
erally county parks are designed 
and operated to be multipurpose 
with numerous activities offered 
for all ages which draws millions of 
people every year.

When the county park system 
first began, citizens of Tulsa Coun-
ty were very fortunate to have two 
Tulsa families step forward to do-
nate land to be used exclusively 
for park purposes. It was the hopes 
of the LaFortune and Chandler 
families that these dedicated parks 
would make public access easy 
no matter where you lived in the 
county.  Later, the county added 
O’Brien and Haikey Creek parks. 
The goal wasn’t to have as many 
parks as possible but, rather, to 
have a few very good “super” park 
facilities offering a wide choice of 
recreational and healthy activities. 

Whether it is Haikey Creek near 
Broken Arrow and Bixby, O’ Brien 
near Owasso and Collinsville, 
Chandler near Sand Springs or La 
Fortune in the heart of Tulsa, ev-
eryone is just minutes away from 
some of the best recreational facil-
ities in the state of Oklahoma. 

Under the steady profession-
al leadership for almost 40 years 
by Parks Director Richard Bales, 
the county park system provides 

a wide choice of outstanding rec-
reational and healthy opportuni-
ties that can’t be found anywhere 
else in Oklahoma.  Collaborating 
with Richard is the Citizens Advi-
sory Board lead by some of Tulsa 
County’s finest citizens. 

Whether it’s tennis, golf, running 
and walking trails, ball fields, soc-
cer fields, swimming, community 
or recreation centers, the parks 
department staff is always taking 
care of these important public as-
sets and promoting healthy pro-
gramming in both natural and de-
veloped environments. 

Many consider LaFortune Park 
the crown jewel of the coun-
ty park system. No other park 
in Oklahoma provides the high 
quality facilities and grounds 
like LaFortune.  The nationally 
recognized Case Tennis Center 
now draws tennis players, teams 
and tournaments from across 
America with 21-lighted outdoor 
courts and 3 indoor courts. It’s no 
wonder it was awarded the Unit-
ed States Tennis Associations’ 
“Outstanding Featured Facility 
of the Year” in 2018. The recently 
completed $3 million renovation 
of the 18-hole par 3 golf course, 
with lights for night playing 
along with the 18-hole champi-
onship course makes playing golf 
possible all year long.  Add in the 
trails, picnic facilities and swim-
ming pool and there is something 
for everyone of every age at La-
Fortune. 

The recently opened splash park 

in Chandler Park drew hundreds of 
children on opening day. It is the 
largest splash pad park in the state 
of Oklahoma with over 30 water 
features and 3 water slides.  This 
is just the latest feature in a park 
that also has rock formations for 
climbing, baseball complex, pic-
nic shelters, an 18-hole disc golf 
course and a gorgeous panoramic 
view of Tulsa and Sand Springs.  
And Chandler Park is the only 
county park facility that is solar 
powered. 

For those in north Tulsa Coun-
ty, O’Brien Park has the county’s 
only golf training center to com-
plement the ball fields and green 
spaces. Perhaps the most popular 
attraction at O’Brien is the Victo-
ry Garden. In an effort to combat 
health concerns due to poor access 
to fresh produce in North Tulsa, 
the parks department establishes 
a community garden. The Victory 
Garden is the only teaching/com-
munity garden in the park system. 
The goal is to educate participants 
in the “seed to table” process and 
send them home with the tools to 
start a garden in their own back-
yard or neighborhood. 

The citizens of Tulsa County 
have lots of parks to choose from. 
What’s important is to provide in-
dividuals and families with a safe, 
clean and well maintained area 
that offers activities for all ages 
and abilities. The Tulsa County 
park systems is the best in Okla-
homa when it comes to parks and 
recreation. 

Courtesy photo

ENJOYING THE LINKS:  Tulsa County Commissioner Ron Peters 
pauses during action at the LaFortune Park golf course recently.  A gift 
from Tulsa’s LaFortune family, the park offers an updated and lighted 
18-hole Par 3 golf course, a regulation 18-hole golf course, walking and 
running trails, picnic and swimming facilities and more.

GTR Newspapers photo

FUN AT CHANDLER: Youngsters have fun recently at the newly 
opened splash pad park at Chandler Park.  The largest splash pad park 
in Oklahoma, it offers 30 water features and 3 water slides.

LaFortune, Chandler, Haikey Creek, O’Brien Parks
Boast Some of the State’s Best Facilities




