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SJVRC 3rd annual
5k/10k charity race
slated for Sept. 22
at Almaden Lake
Park SEE PAGE 4

San Jose celebrates
record-setting
street pavement
program
SEE PAGE 18

Laws may interfere
Legislators propose impediments 

to parking enforcement
SEE PAGE 10

Unanswered questions remain

Santa Clara County Supervisor Mike Wasserman recently
addressed a packed house at an Almaden Valley Community
Association meeting. 

Volunteers such as these are ready to welcome guests
to the 2019 Almaden Art & Wine Festival. 

Art and Wine 
Festival is a true
community event

By Beth Swartz
Special to the Times

T
he Almaden Art & Wine Festival has been
a part of the Almaden community for more
than 40 years. What started as a small gath‐

ering in 1976 soon grew into an event that takes
over half of Almaden Lake Park with two stages
of entertainment, a Silent Auction, craft booths,
a children’s area, food and – of course – many
varieties of local wines and beers.

“The core of the Almaden Art & Wine Festival
has always been the community,” says Almaden
Valley Women’s Club President Jenny Teixeira.
“It’s about families and friends coming together
to enjoy an afternoon of music, art, delicious food
and local wines.”

The Almaden Art and Wine Festival also has
booths set up for local area businesses who can
sponsor the event giving back to the commu‐
nity. 

Kren Rassmussen, owner of Bloomsters, knows
a little about giving back to the community via
the Festival. His business, Bloomsters, has par‐
ticipated in the Festival for more than 20 years.
“Almaden is such a unique township,” he says.
“It’s very family‐oriented and pretty unique. You
get a real sense of a neighborhood here.” Any‐
one who attends the Festival each year knows
that they will be greeted with a free sunflower
from Bloomsters. “The sunflowers are actually
grown specifically for this event,” says Rass‐
mussen. He estimates that over the years they’ve
handed out more than 80,000 sunflowers.

See FESTIVAL, page 6

Resident interrupts
Wasserman regarding
SJUSD’s plan

By Lorraine Gabbert
Senior Staff Writer

S
anta Clara County Supervisor
Mike Wasserman recently
addressed a packed house at

an Almaden Valley Community
Association meeting. 

He spoke from the heart about the
mass shooting at the Gilroy Garlic
Festival, housing the homeless, and
emergency planning. 

However, many of the residents
had one thing on their minds: San
Jose Unified School District’s
(SJUSD) plan to replace Leland High
School and Bret Harte Middle School
with low‐income housing and relo‐
cate the schools to property adja‐
cent to Harry and McKean Roads.
When pressed on the issue, Wasser‐
man read a prepared statement.
Dissatisfied residents expressed
their concern and asked him to look
further into the matter.

Gilroy Garlic Festival
“Last month’s shooting…was a

senseless tragedy that has rocked
our community and shocked the
world,” says Wasserman in his
newsletter. “My heart goes out to
the families affected. I am grateful
to all of our first responders and
law enforcement personnel for their
quick actions.”

Stephen Romero (6), Keyla
Salazar (13), and Trevor Irby (25)
were killed, and 15 others injured
in the attack, including Romero’s
mother and grandmother. 

A woman was standing by the
stage when she noticed a man com‐
ing through the fence carrying a
gun. She exclaimed to him, “What
the “F?” Hearing her voice, he
swerved away from the crowd and
shot her and her husband. He strode
towards the couple lying on the
ground. The man was unconscious.
“Are you okay?” he asked the
woman, standing above her. She
didn’t respond. “She knew in her
heart,” says Wasserman, “that if she

See QUESTIONS, page 16

T
he San Jose Almaden (SJA) Water Polo
Club, qualified with a record eight
teams for USA Water Polo Jr.

Olympics.  The USA Water Polo National
Junior Olympics competition was held July
20‐28 in Orange County, CA.

The teams that qualified for the Jr.
Olympics competition included: 4 boys
teams (16U boys and 14U Boys A and B
teams and 12U Boys), 1 CoEd team (10U
Mixed), and 3 girls teams (!8U girls, 16U
girls and 14U girls).

In addition to having a record number
of teams qualify, SJA also had a record four
teams (14U boys, 12U boys, 14U girls, 10U
mixed) qualify in the top Championship
bracket, competing against the top clubs in
the nation. 

There are 48 teams in the Championship
bracket in the nation that compete at Jr.

See WATER POLO, page 14

San Jose Almaden (SJA) Water Polo enjoys strong showing at Junior Olympics

Silver Medal team, SJA 10U Mixed led by coach Eric Rise. 
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Airplanes and classic cars 
highlight Hot San Jose Nights
2019 at Reid-Hillview: Sept 7

T
he 11th annual Hot San Jose Nights 2019,
a huge family fun classic car show and air‐
plane show will be held on September 7,

10 a.m. – 4 p.m. at Reid‐Hillview Airport. Park‐
ing and admission is free. 

On display will be a wide variety of new and
vintage aircraft and the car show features an
incredible array of vintage custom hot rods, mus‐
cle cars, sleek sports cars, survivors, new special
interest cars and even new cars from dealerships.    

The very talented Victoria McDowell will show
off her beautiful voice as she sings the National
Anthem at noon, while the Civil Air Patrol will
present the Color Guard.  

RC Air Show
Baylands RC Group will be putting on "The

Greatest Little Air Show in the World" with all
radio control planes (with commentary) which
starts at 12:30 p.m. They will have three simula‐
tors for the pubic to try out, but first, don’t miss
the show.  At 1:45 p.m. you'll be able to talk with
the RC pilots and instructors and try some hands
on with the simulators! 

Military Tanks
The Eagle Field Foundation will be bringing

seven military vehicles including tanks! The foun‐
dation’s mission is to continue military history
and technology, vehicle preservation, veteran
appreciation, educational and related events, and
activities for local communities.

SJSU Aviation Program
Want to learn how to fly? San Jose State Uni‐

versity’s aviation program is the only public insti‐
tution in California offering a BS in Aviation. With
degree emphasis options in Professional Flight,
Operations, Aviation Management and Mainte‐
nance Management, SJSU is well positioned to
assist aspiring aviation professionals in realizing
their dreams. The public is invited to sit in the
University’s aircraft, talk with students and fac‐
ulty, and learn more about the educational oppor‐
tunities they provide.

S.T.E.A.M.
Also featured at this year’s event is the S.T.E.A.M.

(Science, Technology, Engineering, Aviation &
Math) Festival for the kids with fun hands on
things for them to do at various booths through‐
out the day. There will be robotics demonstra‐
tions throughout the day. 

Music
Lyin' I's returns this year to Hot San Jose Nights!

This fabulous Eagles tribute band is sure to enter‐
tain everyone!

The San Jose Metropolitan Band will be appear‐
ing again this year. The SJMB will be playing in
the Trade Winds Aviation hangar from 10 a.m. –
11 pm. 

Charity support 
Hot San Jose Nights is supporting the fight

against breast cancer with "Sobrato Cancer Cen‐
ter at Santa Clara Valley Medical Center." The
Sobrato Cancer Center offers state‐of‐the‐art can‐
cer treatment in a compassionate personalized
multicultural environment. 

Bring your chairs & coolers and enjoy the day!
Great live music and food booths all day!  

Chris Wilder VMC Foundation CEO, Barbara French,
RN, MSN Cancer Care Center - Sobrato Center, Health
Center Manager, Dave Cortese, District 3 Santa Clara
Valley Supervisor, Susan Hennessy, and Mike Hen-
nessy. Photo by Rich Sieve.
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T
he San Jose Vietnamese Running Club SJVRC
3rd Annual “OneMile4OneChild” 5k/10k
Charity Race at Almaden Lake Park is sched‐

uled for Sunday, Sept. 22 from 8 a.m. – 11 a.m.  
The race welcomes everyone from casual

beginning runners to active elite runners with
different fitness levels and running back‐
grounds.  

“It’s all for a good cause and now is the time to
sign up and recruit your family, friends, co‐work‐
ers, and people in your network to tackle your
favorite distance 5K or 10K!,” said SJVRC founder
Luong Le. “Please support our charitable cause
and make a difference, for Every Mile You Run
You Help a Child!  Spread the love of this race and
register today.”

SJVRC’s primary goals are to encourage and fos‐
ter physical health, expand community support,
networking, and most importantly raising funds
to support orphanages through the One Mile 4 One
Child Charity fund.  The running club donates
dried food, school supplies, and new farming
machines to help the orphanages and village
schools. 

Awards will be presented to the top three 5K
and 10K male and female runners. All participants
will receive a timing bib, tech T‐shirt and finish‐
er’s medal designed by the local artists.  

Runners’ route
Participants will begin running the course from

Lake Almaden Park and traverse along the scenic

Los Alamitos Creek trail, then turn around and
finish at the Arroyo picnic area.

Activities at the Lake include delicious post‐
race treats and live music hosted the DJ Kcteezy
and Singer Victoria Thuy Vi McDowell. Milpitas
Mayor Rich Tran and San Jose City Councilmem‐
ber Johnny Khamis will be expected to participate
in the event. 

SJVRC was founded by Luong Le in 2016 with
just four members. Today, there are more than
800 members. “I founded the running club as a
great way for everyone to have fun and to achieve
healthy results and also contribute to charity,”
said Le.  

All proceeds go to OneMile4OneChild charity
fund, 501(c)(3)

Due to the safety of all runners, no dogs and
strollers are allowed.

About SJVRC
The SJVRC Organization 501(c)(3) Non‐Profit

was formed in 2016 to motivate and foster its
members a way to develop healthy lifestyles while
creating an opportunity to give back to the com‐
munity through volunteering and fundraising to
support the less fortunate children of Vietnam–
Onemile4OneChild.

To register for the 5K and 10K Charity Race at
Almaden Lake Park, visit sjvrc.org and click on event. 

SJVRC 3rd annual 5k/10k charity race slated for Sept. 22 at Almaden Lake Park 

The San Jose Vietnamese Running Club SJVRC 3rd Annual “OneMile4OneChild” 5k/10k Charity Race at Almaden
Lake Park is scheduled for Sunday, Sept. 22 from 8 a.m. – 11 a.m.  

Added trails
means more
backpacking
coming to Grant
County Park

By Gerald Dean
Special to the Times

T
he County of Santa Clara Parks
and Recreation Department is
planning some major changes

for Joseph D. Grant County Park in the
hills east of Evergreen.  

An additional 1155 acres are slat‐
ed to be opened for public use, includ‐
ing a first for the park:  backpack camp‐
ing.

The additional acreage lies on the
remote southeast corner of the park
and was acquired by the county in
2012 from former San Jose Sharks
captain Owen Nolan.  Planning for
public use of the area, known as the
Sulphur Springs Ranch, began in
earnest last year.  The parks and recre‐
ation department gathered public
input at a February 2019 workshop
and through a follow‐up survey.

Tentative plans include opening
several miles of multi‐use trails in the
new section of the park and estab‐
lishing a camping area for backpack‐
ers.  While there are no plans for bring‐
ing potable water to the remote camp‐
sites, the county does plan to install
a vault toilet, according to Michael
Hettenhausen, associate planner in
the parks and recreation department.
Hettenhausen envisions four back‐
country campsites for up to four per‐
sons each, with flat sites for tents and
cooking stones for camp stoves.  There
may also be a separate zone for back‐
pack campers to pick their own sites
within the zone.

Hettenhausen is excited about the
Sulphur Springs Ranch addition and
the opportunities it affords outdoor
enthusiasts.  “There's a real feeling of
remoteness to the area,” he says.  In
addition to backcountry camping, a
new trail along the Isabel Ridge will
offer views not only of Lick Observa‐
tory on Mount Hamilton, but also of
the distant Santa Cruz Mountains.  

See BACKPACKING, page 10
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Times Community

Festival
Continued from page 1

Jackie Jones has also been a sponsor for
many years. Her business participates in the
Festival each year by sponsoring the wine
glasses. Each year she has a booth right at
the front of the Festival. “Aside from the
overwhelming sense of pride that I feel to
be part of such a strong community, I am
able to reconnect with old friends while
meeting new ones,” she says of the Festival.
“I also believe in promoting local talent and
I wholeheartedly support the amazing group
that makes up the Almaden Women’s Club
and what they stand for.” Her participation
over the years has been inspired by the
neighborhood feel of the festival. “It’s a won‐
derful family event filled with entertainment
from your community, art, wine, food and
games,” she says. “While you’re having fun,
you are supporting non‐profit organizations,
schools and programs in your own com‐
munity.”

DGDG is another long‐time supporter of
the Art & Wine Festival. They have sponsored
the Festival for six years with shuttle serv‐
ice to and from the parking lots at San Jose
Water and the VTA Blossom Hill parking lot.
“The Del Grande Dealer Group truly believes
that giving back and being part of the com‐
munity is extremely important,” says
Gabrielle Crescini. “Being able to support
amazing organizations like the Almaden Val‐
ley Women’s Club and the Almaden Art &
Wine Festival right here in our community
is what we are all about at DGDG.”

“The fact that we continue to get great
support from the community is a testament
to the longevity of this event,” says Teixeira.
She notes that in addition to the business‐
es, the Festival enjoys support from the City
of San Jose, San Jose Parks and Recreation
and the San Jose Water Company. Coun‐
cilmember Johnny Khamis is also a strong
support of the event.

“I am grateful to the Almaden Valley
Women’s Club for their dedication to the
community by providing funding and schol‐
arships to local charities and thankful for their
steadfast volunteer work to make the
Almaden Valley Art & Wine Festival a safe
and enjoyable event for the whole family,”
shared longtime supporter and Coun‐
cilmember Johnny Khamis. He added, “I
encourage everyone to come out to the lake
and join in the fun!” Each year Coun‐
cilmember Khamis greets crowds from the

Festival’s main stage and always has his
team on hand in the sponsorship area to
greet his local constituents.

Many Festival‐goers have made the
Almaden Art and Wine Festival part of their
lives for many years. “I’ve been going to this
event since it was held in the park next to
the Camden library,” says Almaden resident
Nancy Dell’Aquila. “Now it’s in a beautiful
location by the lake and I keep going because
I always run into neighbors and friends that
I know. It’s a wonderful way to see people
you haven’t seen in a while.”

Peggy Koskie, long time resident of
Almaden, makes a point of attending the Art
and Wine Festival every year. “I always go
to this amazing event to support the com‐
munity, see local friends, and enjoy the wine,”
she says. Peggy also appreciates the fact that
the Festival is not only a great community
gathering but also gives back to the com‐
munity. “This event is a major fundraiser
that the Almaden Women’s Club organizes
with all proceeds going to local charities.
What better way to give back and have fun
at the same time.”

This year’s event will feature longtime
favorite entertainers like Mike and the Heart‐
beats and Jokers and Thieves. “We not only
feature talented local bands who want to
perform because they are part of this com‐
munity, but kids from local cheer, dance,
acrobatic and martial arts teams perform as
well,” says Lisa Boissier, Festival Chair.
“Youngsters and teenagers show us their
incredible accomplishments, pride and sense
of self, which really highlights the vibrancy
within our own neighborhoods. The kids’ fam‐
ilies come to watch and then spend an enjoy‐
able day with art, music, food, wine and all
of the activities in the Kid Zone.”

The Festival will happen this year on Sun‐
day, Sept. 15 at Almaden Lake Park. For more
information, please visit http://almaden‐
women.org

Festival-goers enjoy wine and sunflowers at the Almaden Art and Wine Festival.

Bloomsters’ booth has sunflowers galore!
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Times Community News

Backpacking
Continued from page 4
There's also the aromatic Sulphur Creek
itself, dotted with Sulphur springs similar
to those in Alum Rock Park, though on a
smaller scale.

There are still some bureaucratic and
logistics hurdles to overcome before Sul‐
phur Springs Ranch opens to the public.
Hettenhausen will be briefing the SCC Parks
and Recreation Commission in October
once recommendations are finalized.  He'll
then take their input and try to gain com‐
mission approval in December.  Eventual‐
ly, he hopes to have final approval from the
county board of supervisors by spring 2020.
After that, work will commence on trails,
bridges, and the campsites.  The Sulphur
Springs Ranch section will likely open to
the public in 2021, contingent on all

approvals and staff and funding availabil‐
ity.  

Joseph D. Grant County Park is the largest
of Santa Clara County's parks with 10,882
acres.  It currently has 51 miles of trails, of
which 41 miles are open to mountain bik‐
ers and 46 miles to equestrians.  It also has
family tent campsites with hot showers for
$34 per night and group picnic and youth
camping areas.  

Camping reservations can be made at
gooutsideandplay.org or by calling (408)
355‐2201.  The park entrance is on Mount
Hamilton Road, eight miles from the Alum
Rock Avenue junction.

For more information about the future
plans for Grant County Park, visit parkhere.
org/jdgrantmpa.  To provide comments or
ask questions, email Michael Hettenhausen
at michael.hettenhausen@prk. sccgov.org
or call him at (408) 355‐2362.

By Johnny Khamis
Special to the Times

M
y office has fielded numerous com‐
plaints of vehicles stored or aban‐
doned on city streets, plus occu‐

pied motor homes settling into neighbor‐
hoods for stays that exceed the 72‐hour
limit. It’s not just an issue in District 10, but
throughout the City of San
Jose. 

Our Department of Trans‐
portation personnel respond‐
ed to 55,000 vehicle abate‐
ment requests in the one‐year
period from July 2017 to June
2018 alone — over 150 per
day, every day of the year!

Those who have contacted
the city or used their MySan‐
Jose app to report offending
vehicles know that some peo‐
ple game the system and are
able to stay one step ahead of
parking enforcement which
is stretched thin covering our
180.5 square miles. The sys‐
tem already has big loopholes that make it
difficult to prevent people from using streets
as public storage for their vehicles, mak‐
ing it hard for residents and visitors to find
parking in some neighborhoods. Now, the
state Legislature is proposing to make
enforcement even more difficult for our

Department of Transportation’s parking
enforcement personnel and the SJPD by
passing AB 516.

Two troubling features of the bill that
was passed by the State Assembly and is
now waiting for a vote in the State Senate
are: 1) the 72‐hour rule will be extended
to a 5‐business day rule (which can mean

7 or more days); and, 2) law
enforcement would no longer
be allowed to tow the vehicles
of people who have received
FIVE citations – even though
they have not made any effort
to resolve these citations. The
official city position on this bill
remains “Oppose unless
Amended.” 

I told the San José Spotlight
in a recent interview, it will
make the city less effective at
handling things like stolen or
abandoned vehicles, increase
blight and make our citizens
more frustrated than they
already are.

What do you think of this new policy? If
you are as concerned as I am, please con‐
tact your state representatives. The state
senator for District 10 residents is Jim Beall
(Senate District 15), and you may contact
his office via email: sd15.senate.ca.gov/
send‐e‐mail

State legislators propose bills which are
impediments to parking enforcement

District 10
Report

Johnny Khamis,
City Councilmember
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“Harm reduction” 
model to combat gun 
violence, by mandating
Gun Liability Insurance

M
ayor Sam Liccardo is proposing
a city ordinance that would
require all firearm owners in

San Jose to carry liability insurance for
their weapons, the first such require‐
ment in the nation.   

Those gun owners unable to purchase
liability insurance could pay a fee to com‐
pensate taxpayers for the public costs
of firearm violence in America’s tenth
largest city.

Two weeks after San Jose families lost
two children in the recent Gilroy shoot‐
ing, Mayor Liccardo observed that “A
mayor doesn’t have the luxury of just
offering ‘thoughts and prayers’—we have
to solve problems.  While this is far from
a complete solution, it is something we
can do to reduce the harms of firearms,
without waiting for Congress to take
action.” said Mayor Liccardo. 

“Under current Supreme Court rul‐
ings, the 2nd Amendment to the US Consti‐
tution protects the right to keep and bear
arms. However, the Constitution does not
require taxpayers to subsidize that individ‐
ual choice.  The cost of city police and emer‐

gency services required to address gun vio‐
lence should be paid by gun owners, not all
taxpayers,” continued Mayor Liccardo.

Mayor Liccardo compared his approach to
the successful “harm reduction” strategies
that have helped dramatically lower smok‐

ing rates and deaths and injuries from auto‐
mobile accidents.

“We require motorists to carry automo‐
bile insurance, and the insurance industry
appropriately encourages and rewards safe
driver behavior. We tax tobacco consump‐

tion both to discourage risky behav‐
ior and to make sure non‐smokers
are not forced to subsidize the sub‐
stantial public health costs generat‐
ed by smoking‐related illnesses and
deaths. These successful public health
models inspire a similar “harm reduc‐
tion” approach for firearms,” Liccar‐
do said.

“As Silicon Valley’s largest city, if
we prove up this innovative solution
and scale it across other cities and
states, the history of “harm reduc‐
tion” efforts instructs that we can
make a long‐term impact,” Liccardo
added.

In addition to an insurance‐or‐fee
mandate, Mayor Liccardo also pro‐
posed:

1. Imposing gun and ammunition
sales taxes to help fund gun safety
classes, gun violence prevention pro‐
grams, and additional victim assis‐
tance services for survivors of gun vio‐
lence,

2. Exploring a consent‐to‐search
program for juveniles, which would
allow parents to consent to have local

law enforcement search a juvenile’s person
or their property,

3. Creating a program that would offer
cash rewards to anyone who reports some‐
one who possesses unlawfully‐obtained guns
or weapons.

Times Community News

By Adam F. Hutton
Article courtesy of 
San José Spotlight

S
ilicon Valley has no icon. For
more than 50 years the area
has had an international rep‐

utation as the world’s leading
region for technology, business
innovation and venture capital. In
all that time, no monument has been
built to symbolize its prestige.

But this week, a group of local
philanthropists launched Urban
Confluence Silicon Valley, a world‐
wide ideas competition to create a
recognizable landmark just north‐
west of downtown San Jose — on
Arena Green in Guadalupe River
Park — one they hope will rival the
Eiffel Tower in Paris or the Gate‐
way Arch in St. Louis.

“We thought it was odd that an
area as important as ours didn’t
have a monument,” said Steve
Borkenhagen, executive director of
the San Jose Light Tower Corpora‐
tion, a nonprofit group founded by
Borkenhagen, Jon Ball and Thomas
Wohlmut to manifest the missing
icon.

He says the group has raised
more than $1 million from hun‐
dreds of donors to finance the con‐

test and the construction of the
monument.

The nonprofit takes its name
from San Jose’s first, and last, inter‐
national symbol — a 237‐foot light
tower that could be seen from San
Francisco — a 19th century tech‐
nological wonder making it the first
city west of the Rocky Mountains
to light itself using electricity in
1881.

But the tower did not endure. It
survived the 1906 earthquake that
destroyed many of the surround‐
ing structures. But strong winds
toppled it in 1915, and more than
a century later, nothing has
emerged to replace it.

The original concept the non‐
profit came up with was to create
a 21st century version of the tower
near its original location at the cor‐
ner of Market and Santa Clara
streets.

Although the light tower contin‐
ues to be an inspiration for the proj‐
ect, Borkenhagen said the group
opened up to a wider set of possi‐
bilities after that idea received a
lukewarm reception from the pub‐
lic. Part of the excitement around
the project will be examining new
ideas the founders of the group

never envisioned, he added.
“We’ve come a long way from

our original notion of a light tower,”
Borkenhagen said, noting that the
competition takes its name from
the confluence of the Guadalupe
and Coyote Rivers.

It’s a good thing too, says Bob
Staedler, a land use consultant who
worked in San Jose’s redevelop‐
ment agency for 12 years.

“The starting premise was off
putting,” Staedler said. “Trying to
replicate the past to make it seem
iconic is futile.”

Former newspaper publisher
David Cohen, who also serves on
the Urban Confluence Silicon Val‐
ley community task force, says he
wasn’t excited about the original
concept either.

“Back in the day, the light tower
was monumental, but today if it
were replicated it would only be a
relic,” Cohen said.

Even with the change in direc‐
tion, Staedler says he’s not confi‐
dent the project will achieve its
goal.

“I’m extremely skeptical on this,”
he said. “But I don’t make it a habit
to tell other people how to spend
their time and money, so as long

as it’s not draining the general fund,
God bless them.”

Staedler said the city should focus
on expanding its trails and main‐
taining its parks for the people who
live here, rather than building a
monument for tourists.

But Borkenhagen says the mon‐
ument will be a source of civic pride,
something that is sorely lacking,
conspicuous by its absence in a
place with an oversized ego in many
other ways.

“Silicon Valley has great self‐
esteem in certain areas,” Borken‐
hagen said. “Intellectually and tech‐
nologically, but we don’t have a
place that causes people to have
that feeling of awe that these great
icons and landmarks do. That was
our original motivation.”

That said, the nonprofit is not
looking for an artist’s interpreta‐
tion of the tech industry.

“We are in Silicon Valley, but we
don’t want this to be an homage to
the microchip or bro‐culture or cod‐
ing or any of that stuff,” the exec‐
utive director said.

The group started soliciting
entries urbanconfluencesiliconva‐
lley.submittable.com/submit for
the contest on Tuesday and Borken‐

hagen says he expects hundreds, if
not thousands, of applications. The
deadline to submit is October 15.
Next, up to 50 submissions will be
selected by a community panel for
a public exhibition in November.
Those entries will go before a dis‐
tinguished panel of artists, design‐
ers and place‐makers, which will
select three finalists.

The finalists will each be given
$150,000 to develop their ideas
and make their final presentations
to the panel in May 2020. Borken‐
hagen says construction on the win‐
ning entry will begin later that year
and continue into 2021.

It can’t come soon enough for
Cohen, who arrived in Silicon Val‐
ley 35 years ago when “in terms of
architecture, San Jose was the most
boring place in the universe.” In
other words, he’s been waiting for
this for a long time.

“There’s no iconic structure that
speaks to the innovation that has
come out of this area and I think it
is going to be fascinating to watch
it happen with this project,” Cohen
said.

Contact Adam F. Hutton at afhut‑
ton.sjspotlight@gmail.com or fol‑
low @adamfhutton on Twitter.

International competition launches to create a Silicon Valley icon

Mayor Liccardo proposes ordinance to reduce public cost
of gun violence, fund efforts to combat gun violence 

"Non-Violence" (also known as "The Knotted Gun") is a pro-peace sculpture on display in New York by Swedish
artist Carl Fredrik Reuterswrd, designed in late 1980 and inspired by the shooting death of his pal, John Lennon.
It was given to the UN by the government of Luxembourg in 1988.
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Water Polo
Continued from page 1
Olympics so this was very exciting to see our
local club have so many athletes qualify in this
elite category. The Championship bracket is
comprised of the Platinum and Gold divisions
and our 10U Mixed team won the silver medal
in the gold division! There are more than 150
teams each for boys and girls that compete
at Jr. Olympics. 

Here are the results of the 160 member SJA
Water Polo Club:

10U mixed team finished highest of all of SJA
teams ‐ winning an impressive Silver Medal in
the Gold division, finishing 26th in the nation
overall.

12U boys, 14U girls and 14U Boys A team
finished in 9th place in the Gold division, put‐
ting them at 33rd overall in the nation.

The 18U girls finished 6th in the Silver Divi‐
sion, putting them at 54th in the nation.

The other teams finished within the top 100
teams. In the Bronze division, the 16U girls
team finished 9th in Bronze and the 14U Boys
B team finished 20th in the Bronze Division
and the 16U boys finished 10th in the Copper
Division.

"We were very pleased to see our youngest
team place so high," said Eric Rise, Head Coach
for the SJA Girls program. "It's exciting to see
kids new to the sport pick up the game so
quickly and have a great time."

"Water polo is one of the fastest growing
sports, both across the nation and here in
Almaden," said Cyrus Kahangi, Head Coach for
the SJA Boys program. "We had a record num‐

ber of boys compete with us this summer, and
our results at Junior Olympics are testament
to our club's progress."

USA Water Polo organizes all the teams at
the competition in three divisions. SJA had four
teams qualify for the Championship Division
– elite category.

Championship Division
The Championship Division is an elite tour‐

nament with the top teams from each zone
qualifying. This division will offer big courses,
longer quarters and a competitive National
Championship atmosphere. As the tournament
progresses, teams will be divided into two sub‐
divisions, platinum and gold.

Classic Division
The Classic Division is for teams who par‐

ticipated in their Zone Qualifying tournaments
but do not qualify for the Junior Olympic Cham‐
pionship Division. Its purpose is to create a tier
of competition offering players and programs
a national end‐of‐summer tournament with
the excitement and atmosphere found only at
the Junior Olympics. As the tournament pro‐
gresses, teams will be divided into two sub‐
divisions silver and bronze.

Invitational Division
The Invitational Division was created in

order to give developing teams and clubs an
opportunity competition with teams of sim‐
ilar skill level while still being involved in the
intense atmosphere that encompasses the
National Junior Olympics. The goal is to pro‐
vide teams with a competitive end‐of‐sum‐
mer tournament. As the tournament pro‐
gresses, teams will be divided into two sub‐
divisions, nickel and copper.

T
he Italian American Heritage Founda‐
tion presents the 39th Annual Italian
Family Festa  August 24‐25 at History Park

San Jose.
The Festival provides a weekend of fun,

music, food, cultural activities and more start‐
ing at 11 a.m. – 8 p.m. on Saturday August 24,
and from 11 a.m. – 6 p.m. on Sunday August
25.  

For two full days attendees will be enter‐
tained with live music and dance, mouth‐water‐
ing Italian food, Galbani Cheese cooking demon‐
strations, grape stomping contest, wine tast‐
ing garden, art gallery, cultural activities and
much more. The event takes place at History
Park in San Jose. Admission is free.

Festa bridges the traditions of Italians in the
Santa Clara Valley with the 21st century. Savor
authentic Italian foods while listening to the
sounds of Italian music, play bocce, and gain
cooking tips.  Get your feet moving at our grape
stomp, learn the art of Italian lace making, relax
in our wine tasting garden, stroll the arts and
crafts vendors, and learn a little something
about Italian heritage and history in our cul‐
tural village.

The Festa Cultural Village, presented by JP
Napoli Companies, will feature presentations
on growing figs, Celebrating Matera, European
capital of culture, the amazing San Jose Grow‐
er’s Market, recapturing history, and local
author, Caroline Cocciardi will discuss her book
Leonardo's Knots, an amazing tale of the
detailed genius of Leonardo DaVinci. The lace
makers are back demonstrating the lost art of
Italian lace.

Relax and enjoy a culinary demonstration
on the La Cucina Galbani® Cooking Stage with
Galbani’s celebrity Mark Sciortino “Chef Marco”,

owner of Marco’s Italian Restaurant in Buffa‐
lo, NY. Along with Umberto Pala, chef and owner
of Vin Santo Ristorante in Willow Glen and
Patty Tibbils, co‐owner Zanotto’s Market, all
their culinary secrets will be shared with you.

“We are excited about all the new events
we’ve add this year”, said Nancy Morreale,
Festa Director. “With everything going on make
sure to make time for our daily grape stomp
and marionette show for the kids. Stop by the
History Park Hotel where you’ll find our geneal‐
ogy experts and a wonderful gallery of local
artists. Festa Wine Tasting Garden, presented
by The Sobrato Organization, will feature local
Italian wineries and is always a popular activ‐
ity.” 

Flag throwers
Direct from Italy, the internationally

renowned and award winning GRUPPO
SBANDIERATORI E MUSICI DEL PALIO DEL
NIBALLO DI FAENZA‐ RAVENNA‐ ITALY
(RIONE BIANCO), flag throwers and musicians
will perform at the Festa. The 22 member group
is from Faenza, a city in Emilia Romagna, and
has been adorned with the title of Italian Cham‐
pion of the Ancient Flag Game.  

Looking magnificent in vibrant renaissance
costumes, bearing large colorful flags with the
heraldic design of Rione Bianco, these highly
trained men and women will show their skill
and art. They will perform challenging syn‐
chronized movements as their flags are spec‐
tacularly rotated and tossed 30 feet into the
air with grace, dexterity and harmony, all to
the rhythmic beat of the drums and trumpets. 

Flag throwing originated from medieval bat‐
tles. Bearing the flag was an honor and the flag
bearer was the most important soldier on the

See FESTA, next page

39th Annual Italian Family Festa: August 24-25
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The Almaden Senior Association mem‑
bers are a diverse group of enthusiastic,
active, 50+ adults who enjoy new learn‑
ing opportunities, new experiences, and
new adventures. 

Membership in the Almaden Senior Asso‑
ciation offers discounts and opportunities
to enjoy . . . 

•  exercise classes for all levels of ability;
•  lunches and other social programs

organized and run by members of the Asso‐
ciation;

•  book clubs, cooking, computer and photography classes;
•  trips to local and not so local places of interest such as the Steinbeck Muse‐

um in Salinas, Whale Watching in Monterey, casino trips and more.

As a member you’re encouraged to help plan these activities and suggest new
ones to enjoy. The Senior Association Philanthropy Program set up a process to
donate funds to other non‐profit organizations that reflect our mission.

Connected
We enjoy meeting new people, making new connections and getting involved. All
volunteer opportunities are based on your time and energy commitment. Fees for
classes, trips and social events are kept low because of senior volunteer participa‐
tion and membership strength.

Stop by the main desk at the Almaden Community Center and ask for an applica‐
tion today. Yearly dues of $10 are returned to you by discounts to most of the pro‐
grams  you participate in.

Join us today, meet new people and get involved with classes and programs that
will enhance your life  and open new doors.

For more information, go to www.almadenseniors.org
Contact via email: alamadenseniors1@gmail.com

Festa
Continued from previous page
battlefield.  He carried the flag that represented
his kingdom which was used as a means of com‐
munication in battle, and he was expected to
defend it with his life.  Losing the flag to the
enemy would mean disruption in communi‐
cation, confusion for the soldiers and finally
defeat.  The flag was considered a symbol of
purity, it was not allowed to touch the ground
and must never fall into enemy hands. In the
event of being attacked, the flag bearer would
throw the flag to a comrade. Strength and accu‐
racy were critical skills as the flag had to be
thrown long distances to ensure the saving of
the flag and keeping it away from battle.

Today, what was once a frontline necessity
has gradually morphed into a ceremonial art
form that lives on and is part of the present
day medieval and renaissance themed festi‐
vals, palios, parades and other historical pag‐
eants in Emilia Romagna, Tuscany, Umbria
and the many regions of Italy.

This year, Festa goers can experience this
colorful display of pageantry as the flag throw‐
ers parade through the streets of the Italian
Family Festa and entertain us with their aston‐
ishing flag throwing performance accompa‐
nied by the sound of drums and trumpets. This
is a once in a lifetime opportunity to experience old
world Italian traditions in Santa Clara Valley.

History Park San Jose is located at: 1650
Senter Road, San Jose, CA 95112 

For more information, visit: www.Italian‐
FamilyFestaSJ.org; Follow the Festa

Twitter: twitter.com/ItalianFestaSJ; Face‐

book: www.facebook.com/italianfamilyfesta

Times Community
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When you support our advertisers, 
you support community journalism. 

Thank you for your support.

Times Community

Questions
Continued from page 1
had, he would’ve killed her.” The
gunman moved on. Hearing gun‐
shots, the police started coming
and the crowd started running
away. “If she hadn’t gotten his
attention,” says Wasserman, “there
were so many people there…”

Wasserman visited four of the
survivors at Valley Medical Center
and commended the hospital staff
who he says, “dropped everything
and worked long past their shifts
ended to provide world‐class care
for the victims.” 

County hospitals
Victims of the shooter were first

rushed to St. Louise Hospital for
treatment. Based upon their
injuries, some were transported
to Valley Medical Center or Stan‐
ford Hospital. 

“Thank God St. Louise was open
because…several of the people
would not have made the 40‐mile
drive [to another hospital],” says
Wasserman.

Santa Clara County acquired
O’Connor and St. Louise Hospitals,
as well as the DePaul Urgent Care
Center in December: a $235 mil‐
lion purchase. St. Louise is the only
hospital open 24‐7 with an emer‐
gency room in south county serv‐
ing Gilroy, Morgan Hill and San
Martin.

Wasserman says he fought hard
for Santa Clara County to acquire
the hospitals to prevent them from
closure. 

“The two hospitals and the clin‐
ic are essential to the lives of the

residents who would have been
left without nearby emergency
care,” says Santa Clara County
Supervisor Dave Cortese. 

On June 30, the county passed
their $8.1 billion budget. The pur‐
chase of the two hospitals added
a billion and a half dollars and 2,000
employees. “We are the third or
fourth largest hospital system in
the nation,” says Wasserman, “and
Valley Medical Center is one of the
top trauma, burn, and rehabilita‐
tion centers in the state.” 

Homeless
Housing the homeless is an

ongoing battle. Four years ago, the
county had 7,000 homeless men,
women and children. During the
last four years, 5,200 homeless
were housed. Six months ago, they
did another count. There are now
7,100 homeless in the county.

“More people have become
homeless in the last four years than
we’ve housed,” says Wasserman.
“With Measure A funding, we have
funded 14 to 15 low income hous‐
ing projects, which is going to
help…but with rising rents forc‐
ing people out…it’s very frustrat‐
ing. It’s a huge problem.”

SJUSD Controversy 
At this point, a resident inter‐

rupted Wasserman regarding
SJUSD’s plan. “I came to the meet‐
ing because I thought you were
going to talk about the most impor‐
tant issue to this area: what’s hap‐
pening with Leland High School?”
he asks. 

“The topic you’re talking about
is the topic du jour,” says Wasser‐
man. “Six months ago, it was another
See QUESTIONS, page 18

Dubanski Drive

John and Madeline Yaussi hosted their annual National Night Out
event on Dubanski Drive on August 6.  They enjoy hosting the
annual event for families who, like them, have lived in the area for

more than 40 years and new families who have lived on the street less
than a year. “We love our neighborhood and enjoy hosting this event
for our neighbors to get together,” shared John and Madeline.



Free admission and 
everything complimentary
including food  

By Kevin Larsen
Times Staff Writer

A
lmaden Residents are invited
to join Sikhs from the Gurd‐
wara on the Hill (a commu‐

nity center and religious place) in
San Jose to celebrate their annual
parade which starts at 11 a.m. on Sept.
1.  Everyone is invited!

The San Jose Sikhs of the Gurd‐
wara invite all religions, all people,
everyone to come as their guest
many times a year at various events
and Sunday, September 1 is a spe‐
cial day. The word Sikh is derived
from a Sanskrit word meaning 'dis‐
ciple', or one who learns.

The Parade is about peace in our
world and the celebration is placed

upon their Holy Book which acts as
a guide map for how to live a ful‐
filled life. The book is composed of
the writings of the Ten Holy Gurus
which founded the religion of
Sikhism between the 15th to 18th
centuries.

The Guru Garanth Sahib (Holy
Book) is considered one of the
world’s great scriptures for it
enlightens and has information that
helps people.  It is their eternal and
final Sikh Guru for it encompasses
the writings of the Ten Holy Gurus
which established Sikhism and also
contains special writings of people
from other faiths too.  As stated from
the website Sikhism.about.com,
“Sikhism rejects idol worship, so the
Guru Granth Sahib is not worshipped
as an idol, but rather emphasis is
placed on respect of the scripture
for the writings which appear with‐

in.  Guru Granth Sahib is a collec‐
tion of devotional hymns and poet‐
ry which proclaims God, lays stress
on meditation on the True Guru
(God) and lays down moral and eth‐
ical rules for development of the
soul, spiritual salvation and unity
with God.”  This book is paramount
to the entire Sikh religion.

Through the centuries great sac‐
rifice was experienced by the Sikhs
in protecting the writings and ensur‐
ing they remain pure.  Many a reli‐
gion tried to stop the Sikhs from
worship.  Even today the Sikhs face
challenges in the world.

The parade is a way for the Sikhs
to bless the neighborhoods, city and
world.  They walk with their flower
covered float and wish for all peo‐
ple of all religions to join them in
celebration of honoring sacred
beliefs of their book.

Sikhs do not try to change other
people’s religion and instead
embrace the individual religious
beliefs of others while encouraging
everyone to follow religious path‐
ways to delving deeper into each
individual faith to be closer to the
common truth of one creator.

There is great fanfare as the beau‐
tiful decorated float leaves the Gur‐
dwara to travel the route (approx‐
imately 3 ½ miles).  It looks similar
to a cable car with a white dome on
top.   All are encouraged to walk the
journey and there are many stands
along the way with complimentary
snacks and rehydration refresh‐
ments.  One can also go to Evergreen
High School on Quimby Road where
there is free parking and shuttle
service.  The float will ride by at
about 12:30 p.m. and you can sup‐
ply yourself with complimentary
refreshments and either choose to
walk or be shuttled the last quarter
mile up the hill to one of the most
beautiful Gurdwara’s in the world.

A special guest speaker, Bhai Har‐
jinder Singh, will speak with beau‐
tiful hymns while he rides in the
float.  He is revered in his ability to
communicate in special ways to fol‐
lowers. The Kirtan as defined by
Wikipedia is; (Sanskrit: कीरत्न; IAST:
Kīrtana) is a Sanskrit word that
means "narrating, reciting, telling,
describing" of an idea or story. It
also refers to a genre of religious
performance arts, connoting a musi‐
cal form of narration or shared
recitation, particularly of spiritual or
religious ideas.

The entire event is enjoyed by
people of all races, religions,
creeds and colors

This Parade is fun to walk in and
there is no rush at all to keep up
with the float.  You can walk the
route and the crowds in the thou‐
sands will be with you.  The refresh‐
ments along the way are pleasing.
As you walk back up Quimby Rd.
you are rewarded with tasty hand‐
made food and booths of delicious
treats including ice cream.  It is all
complimentary for you are a guest
of the Sikhs!

This is a great way to engage chil‐
dren in the understanding of other
cultures.  It is fun and so inspiring
to see people from different reli‐
gions visiting the large open field
and sharing smiles and building
friendships too. This is what the Holy
Book is all about.  It is all about a
belief that reflects what one of the
founders stated in the 15th centu‐
ry, “Before becoming a Sikh, a Mus‐
lim, a Hindu or a Christian, lets
become Human first.”

You are welcome at the Sikh
Gurdwara

If you wish to learn more you can
take a tour of the Gurdwara, which
is open to the public 365 days of the
year, there is also complimentary

food in the Langar (kitchen) every
day.  It’s good to know and under‐
stand all religions and people in our
world.

Some simple questions
answered regarding the Sikhs

The Sikhs wear turbans as part of
their Khalsa beliefs.  They honor
long hair.  The Oxford Sikhs web‐
site states: “As everyone knows, male
Sikhs are easily recognized by their
turbans and beards. Over the cen‐
turies, they have acquired a repu‐
tation for being sturdy, hardwork‐
ing and adventurous; they are a peo‐
ple who have earned the reputation
for being extremely brave and loyal
soldiers.”  In Sikhism, Kesh (some‐
times called  Kes) is the practice of
allowing one's hair to grow natu‐
rally out of respect for the perfec‐
tion of God's creation. The practice
is one of The Five outward symbols
as a means to profess the Sikh faith.
You can learn more in the future if
you choose by visiting the history
room at the Gurdwara.

Sikh architecture is influenced
from artful buildings created cen‐
turies ago and display exquisite intri‐
cacy.  This style of architecture is also
seen in non‐religious buildings due
to its beautiful flow of lines and use
of space.  The San Jose Gurdwara is
the largest in the United States and
considered an asset to the city.  It is
quite beautiful just to walk the
grounds.

There is an estimated 27 million
Sikhs in the world and about a half
million Sikhs live in the United States.
Sikhs were one of the very first peo‐
ples long ago to recognize that
women must be treated with equal‐
ity in all ways to that of men.

Beautiful memories of past
parades

Last year, as the float traveled the
streets of Evergreen on the hillside,
little girls riding in the float sang
joyfully with words that were more
than 500 years old.    The hymns are
a form of poetry.  As translated, one
verse which was sung in Punjabi
stated, “Keep praying to God, God is
one, serving us all.”

A devout man and woman walked
slightly ahead of the float and sprin‐
kled water in front of its path to offer
purity in its journey.

A woman fervently stated,
“Throughout the centuries those
with deep religious convictions from
all religions brought light to our
world.  They capture a powerful
energy and one positive person who
is connected to the Source is more
powerful than a million who are neg‐
ative.”  

She continued, “There is a phys‐
ical and nonphysical energy and they
work together.  We all have the
power to bring more and more light
into our world.” 

A Sikh man explained, “The
See PARADE, page 21
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Sikh Peace Parade builds community connection



T
he City of San Jose, Valley
Transportation Authority,
and the Silicon Valley Lead‐

ership Group celebrated San Jose’s
2019 Pavement Maintenance Pro‐
gram on Monday, August 19. 

San Jose will repave and repair
nearly 300 miles of major and res‐
idential streets during the 2019
pavement maintenance season.
Since 2012, budget shortfalls forced
the City to focus its pavement main‐
tenance efforts only on major road‐
ways. Local and residential streets
were maintained only through pot‐
hole repair, rather than full repaving.  

“This summer, San Joseans will
start spotting road repaving crews
throughout our city, as we pave
nearly 300 miles of deteriorating
streets – more than we’ve repaired
in two decades,” said Mayor Lic‐
cardo. “Thanks to our collective
efforts to pass 2016 Measure B and
2018 Measure T, and to defeat 2018
Prop 6, we have finally secured the
stable funding we need to repave

every local and neighborhood street
over the next decade.” 

“We are ecstatic to see our local
neighborhood streets paved, for far
too long our community has suf‐
fered increased expenses to their
pocketbooks due to blown tires,
traffic accidents, and needed align‐
ments. For our poorest families,
this could mean the difference of
paying for a car repair and putting
food on the table.  Our families rely
on smooth roads to go to and from
work, take their children to school,
and run errands. This is good gov‐
ernment delivering on our prom‐
ise to maintain our most basic infra‐
structure,” said Councilmember
Magdalena Carrasco.  

"The Silicon Valley Leadership
Group and our members were
proud to lead 2016's Yes on Meas‐
ure B campaign and play a role in
the statewide strategy to protect SB
1 funding. We are thrilled that right
now voters can see positive tran‐
sit changes and improvements that

provide smoother commutes and
safer travels for the residents of
San Jose," said Carl Guardino, Pres‐
ident, and CEO of the Silicon Val‐
ley Leadership Group.

With these new funds, San Jose’s
Department of Transportation has
set an ambitious goal of repaving
and repairing 200 miles of the

smaller streets, while also improv‐
ing 88 miles of major streets, in
2019. Over the next nine years,
1400 miles of local and neighbor‐
hood streets will receive upgrades.
In less than a decade, the condition
of San José’s streets will be upgrad‐
ed at least four points, to the high‐
est end of the “fair” range, accord‐
ing to the pavement condition index

(PCI). 
"A pavement maintenance pro‐

gram of this scale is a long time
coming for San Jose," said Trans‐
portation Director John Ristow.
"Our team has been preparing for
two years and is excited to get these
local and neighborhood streets
back into the kind of condition our
residents expect and deserve."
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“This summer, San Joseans will start spotting road repaving crews throughout our city, as we pave nearly 300 miles of
deteriorating streets – more than we’ve repaired in two decades,” said Mayor Liccardo. 

Questions
Continued from page 16
concern. Six months from now it will
be another topic.”

“It’s not a topic du jour,” says the
resident. “It’s a critical issue.”

“It’s a big issue for me, too,” says
another community member. Oth‐
ers agreed.

In response, Wasserman shares
the county’s official statement on
the issue: “The Board of Supervi‐
sors was informed there was a
mutual interest between the Parks
Department and SJUSD to purchase
property from the school district.
The parks department’s interest in
the potential acquisition of school
district properties is to preserve
and protect open space while cre‐
ating trail connectivity between
Santa Teresa and Calero County
Parks. We are not involved in any
plans the school district may have
for their properties.”

“The school district approached
the county,” he adds, “knowing their
land was between our parks. On
your property tax bill, by 72 per‐
cent, you voted that a portion of
the money goes to a park acquisi‐
tion fee to acquire park land or open
space. So, we have the money to
buy it, but we’re not involved with
closing the schools. We are inter‐
ested in buying the land connect‐
ing our parks and trails.” 

“The concern we have,” says a
resident, “is, if the district is suc‐
cessful in selling the parcel to the
county, they will use the proceeds

to acquire a parcel on Harry Road
to build the schools nobody wants.”

“They could do lots of things to
buy the property,” says Wasser‐
man. “If we can acquire that land
at a fair price, we will.”

Another resident tries to clarify
their position: “There is a lot of con‐
cern about the school district’s pro‐
posal,” he says. “The proposal is to
shut down two schools well‐locat‐
ed in the neighborhood—high per‐
forming schools—and move them
out to open space we’d rather see
stay open space. Some of the land
the school district needs on Harry
Road is owned by the county. I’m
wondering if you’d consider look‐
ing into that specific issue…and the
county not agreeing or at least push‐
ing back on the district’s plans to
move the schools.”

“What I’m hearing,” says anoth‐
er resident, “is that as Supervisor,
you’re not willing to go on record
in support or against the propos‐
al. Are you personally in favor of
this concept?”

“I don’t know what the concept
is,” says Wasserman.

“You know as much as I do,”
replies the resident.

Wasserman says that when he
wanted to create a mobile home
park for teachers, nurses, police
and firefighters, he was informed
by his council that he couldn’t des‐
ignate housing for specific indi‐
viduals as it would be considered
discrimination. “The county isn’t
allowed to do that,” says Wasser‐
man, “but the state is.”

See QUESTIONS, next page

San Jose celebrates record-setting
street pavement program 
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Continued from previous page

“We started an organization: Save Neigh‐
borhood Schools San Jose (www.snssj.org),”
says a resident. “We want to keep our schools
in the community. We do support teach‐
ers…but we just don’t want our schools relo‐
cated. You can go on the website for infor‐
mation since you said you haven’t been too
informed yet.”

Emergency Prep
Community members express concern

with evacuating Almaden Valley in the case
of an emergency as the only roads out are
Almaden Expressway and Bailey Road. 

“How are you going to evacuate this area
if we have a fire like Lexington fire, which
reached the top of the hill?” asks a resident. 

Wasserman says that County Fire and Cal
Fire “currently have no concern about an exit
strategy for getting out of Santa Clara Coun‐
ty in the event of a natural or terrorist explo‐
sion.” What the county does have is seven
mobile towers. “There is no place we can’t
reach, and all agencies have radios and can
talk with each other,” says Wasserman. The
county has also purchased two portable mil‐
itary‐grade transmission stations so texts
can be sent to residents’ phones during an
emergency to update them on what’s hap‐
pening and where to go.

“So, we’ll know we have to evacuate,” says
a resident, “But how?” 

An audience member suggests having all
the lanes of Almaden Expressway and free‐
ways headed away from the disaster, as they

do in the south during a hurricane. 
“I’ll find out and come up with plans and

work with fire and police to do so,” says
Wasserman.

Another resident suggests granting the
public access to IBM’s private road, which
crosses the hill to Santa Teresa Blvd. in the
case of an emergency. 

“I’ll look into it,” says Wasserman.
Wasserman came to update residents on

what the county had accomplished but left
with a laundry list of issues to delve into.
What is unclear is his feelings on SJUSD’s
proposal to relocate Leland and Bret Harte
and whether he will create a cohesive evac‐
uation plan for Almaden Valley.

For more information or to contact Coun‐
ty Supervisor Mike Wasserman’s office,
please see: www.supervisorwasserman.org,
Email him at: district1@bos.sccgovv.org, or
call: 408‐299‐5010. 

Times Community
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CAMPBELL UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST
400 W. Campbell Ave.
Campbell, CA 95008
(408) 378-4418
Pastor: Rev. Naomi Schulz
No Matter Where You Are
On Life’s Journey, You Are
Welcome Here!
We are an Open and
Affirming Congregation,
and celebrate members of
the LGBTQ+ Community.
Joy-filled worship every
Sunday at 10:00 AM, with
communion open to all.
Join Pastor Naomi for
tea/coffee at Orchard Valley
cafe in Campbell during
community drop-in office
hours from 11 AM to 1 PM
on most Tuesdays.
Our ministries/activities
include:
• Bible study on the sec-
ond and fourth Wednesday
of every month, at 6PM.
• A Food Pantry serving
anyone in need--open Tu/
Th/ Sa 10:00 AM to Noon.
• Lighted Window Produc-
tions featuring uplifting
concerts, thought-provok-
ing theater productions,
informative lectures, and
even an occasional karaoke
night--all in a wholesome
environment.  
• Our facilities also provide
rental space for community
based groups that promote

understanding, wholeness,
growth, and education.
Some of these include the
Old Orchard School,
Orchard City Indivisible,
AA, etc. 
Our activities flow from our
core values:
• Extravagant Joy
• Passionate Faith
• Loving Respect
• Deep Connectedness 
• Intentional Growth 
• Shared Laughter 
Visit us at our web site at:
church@campbellucc.org
or better yet, visit us at our
worship services on Sun-
days at 10:00 AM. Coffee,
refreshments, and conver-
sation always, right after
service.

CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH OF ALMADEN
VALLEY, UCC
6581 Camden Ave., San
Jose, CA 95120. Pastor,
Rev. Marty Williams, 408
268 0243.
www.ccavucc.org.
We are a welcoming
church with a progressive
approach to faith, worship
and giving to our local
community. We are proud
to be UCC, Open and
Affirming (O&A) and wel-
come members of the
LGBT community. We sup-
port local LifeMoves (for-
merly InnVision) Shelter
Feedings once a month,
San Francisco Night Min-
istry, Second Harvest Food

Bank, Church World Serv-
ice, and Communities
Responding to End Poverty.
Worship Sunday, 9:00 AM
followed by fellowship and
refreshments. 1st Sunday
in Worship: Holy Com-
munion
2nd Sunday in Worship:
Folks Choir and Potluck
Sunday.
Tuesdays, AA Meetings,
8:15 - 9:15 PM.
Wednesdays, 9:30 AM,
Women’s Study Group.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
5351 Carter Ave., San
Jose 95118
408.265.5837
www.bibleroad.org
We strive to be a group of
Christians that love and
honor God and Jesus
Christ in our daily lives. We
assemble each Sunday to
encourage each other
through singing, studying,
praying and sharing in the
Lord’s supper. Simple—
just like what one reads
about in the New Testa-
ment.
Bible class at 9:30 AM
Worship at 10:30 AM
Located in south San Jose
near Kooser Rd. and
Camden Ave. (behind the
Almaden Valley Athletic
Club).
Come make new Christian
friends!
EAST VALLEY CHURCH
We are a Multicultural
Christian Community

committed to making
Christ known to our
Neighbors, Community
and World. 
Sunday Schedule: Coffee
and Conversation 9:15am
Worship 9:45am, Sunday
School for all ages
11:15am
Childcare is provided for
all our Sunday Services.
Our NEW Children’s Build-
ing is Open!
Uplifting music, Biblical
teaching, ministries for
Children, Youth, College &
Career, Small Groups for
all adults, Ministries to
Men, Women, Seniors,
Celebrate Recovery Please
see website for details
and meeting times
www.eastvalleychurch.com
Senior Pastor – Pastor
Ron Johnson, Communi-
ty-Life Pastor - Pastor
Patrick Boyd, Children’s
Ministry Co-Directors –
Alyssa Friend and Kristen
Pearson
We are located at 2827
Flint Ave (Between Tully &
Norwood) San Jose, CA
95148, Phone 408-238-
0231, e-mail info@east-
valleychurch.com
We are associated with
Converge Worldwide
www.convergeworld-
wide.org

THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH
IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave. San
Jose, CA 95120.  The Rev.

Shelley Booth Denney,
Rector Phone:408-268-
0243 Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal Church in
Almaden (ECA), we are
joyful followers of Jesus
Christ. Through worship,
study, fellowship and out-
reach, we strive to nurture
and grow a strong faith
community of believers, a
family of all ages, where
each member feels wel-
comed, loved, valued and
empowered to serve. Chil-
dren are especially wel-
comed and cherished as
an important part of God's
family. All junior high and
senior high students are
welcome to participate in
our Youth Groups. During
the school year we have
joint Sunday School with
our sister church, the Con-
gregational Church of
Almaden Valley, UCC. The
Episcopal Church in
Almaden offers the follow-
ing regular opportunities
for worship: Sunday at
7:30AM and 10:45AM,
Holy Communion service.
Each Sunday service is fol-
lowed by a coffee hour for
friendship and conversa-
tion.

FIRST CHURCH 
DOWNTOWN
Worshipping at 55 N. 7th
Street, in downtown San
Jose.  (Horace Mann
school) firstchurchdown-
town.com
Telephone: (408) 294-
7254 x310. We are a com-
munity serving the Christ
from the heart of the City,
working to know Jesus and
make Jesus known by
serving, worshipping, and
learning together.  Worship
services are at 10:00 AM
at the Horace Mann Com-
munity Center (7th and
Santa Clara Streets). Wor-
ship includes both contem-
porary and traditional
music, a message that is
relevant to real life, based
in the Bible, and meaning-
ful to people of all ages
and backgrounds.  We
work in our community to
provide real assistance and
long-term, life-saving solu-
tions: food, housing, coun-
seling, and spiritual direc-
tion.  Our children's & fami-
lies' ministries include Sun-
day classes, outdoor family
activities such as bike rides
and fishing trips.  Come,
Make a Difference and feel
the difference God can
make in your life!

GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchSJ.net
See you on Facebook
2650 ABORN ROAD at
Kettmann, across from
Evergreen Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for over
50 Years. John S Gold-
stein, Pastor

Christian Worship every
Sunday at 11.00 am
Together let us build lives
toward excellence!
Music Institute
(408) 791-7772
After School lessons on
Piano, Violin, Viola, Flute
PreSchool, Age 2-6 years.
Caring for your child with
God’s love and affection.

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Commu-
nity - this is our promise
to our members. If you
are looking for an active
Christian faith community,
we invite you to experi-
ence Holy Spirit Parish
Community. All are wel-
come! We are located at
1200 Redmond Avenue,
San Jose, CA 95120.
Mass is celebrated at
8:30 a.m. Monday - Fri-
day. Our weekend Mass
schedule is Saturday 5
p.m., Sunday 8 a.m.,
9:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m.
and 6 p.m. Rite of Recon-
ciliation is every Saturday
at 4 p.m. or by appoint-
ment. Our Parish Office is
open Monday - Thursday
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. and
Friday 9:00 a.m. - 3:00
p.m. Call 408-997-5100
for recorded information
or 408-997-5101 to
speak with someone in
our parish office. Informa-
tion on Faith Formation for
children and adults can
be obtained by calling our
Catechetical Office at
408-997-5115. Get in the
loop with our 3sixty High
School Youth Ministry by
calling 408-997-5106.
Holy Spirit School serves
grades Pre-K through 8th,
and is located at 1198
Redmond Avenue. You
can reach the school
office at 408-268-0794.

THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir  
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646 
English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 & 11:00
AM
Spanish Service:
11:00 AM
Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM
Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM
Mandarin Service:
11:00AM
Youth Extreme Point (7th-
12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

SAINT ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH
We invite you to become
a part of our hospitable,
intimate Catholic parish.
We are a caring commu-
nity, promoting spiritual
growth, reaching out to
people in need and where
you get to know people
by name. We offer chil-

dren's religious education
(CREATE); Youth Ministry
(BLAST & X-STATIC);
Scripture Study (day &
evening); Senior's Group
and many other adult
ministries as well. Saint
Anthony parish is located
in Almaden Valley at
20101 McKean Road,
San Jose, 95120. Our
weekend Masses are at 4
p.m. on Saturday at our
historic church at 21800
Bertram Road in New
Almaden, CA 95042 and
on Sunday at 8:30 a.m.,
10:30 a.m., and 5:30
p.m. at the McKean Road
location. Our Parish
Office is open Monday 9
a.m. - 12 p.m. and
Tuesday thru Thursday, 9
a.m. - 12 p.m. and 1 - 4
p.m. For more informa-
tion, stop by the Parish
Office or call 1+ (408)
997-4800, or visit our
website at www.church
stanthony.com. Fr. Larry
Hendel, Pastor.

SAN JOSE GURDWARA
3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148 The
word Sikh (see-kh) means
"disciple" or "student." A
Sikh is a practitioner of the
faith founded in the 15th
century by Guru Nanak in
Punjab of old British India.
A Guru who is a "teacher"
or "enlightener" completes
the relationship of teaching
and learning.  Sikhism is
monotheistic and stresses
the equality of all men and
women. Sikhs believe in
three basic principles;
meditating on the name of
God (praying), earning a
living by honest means
and sharing the fruits of
one's labor with others.
Currently there  are close
to one million Sikhs living
in the USA and Canada
and 25 million Sikhs living
around the world. Sikhism
is the 5th largest religion in
the world.  At the Gurd-
wara (House of God) in
San Jose we welcome all.
We pray daily for peace
and prosperity for every-
body in the world.  Come
to visit and enjoy Langer
(food) in our kitchen which
is open 365 days of the
year and serves comple-
mentary vegetarian meals.
We also encourage you to
enter our history room on
site and walk the beautiful
grounds. Learn more about
us and community events
we sponsor by visiting our
website; http://www. San-
JoseGurdwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
CATHOLIC CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., San
Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1562. 
www.stfrancisofassisi.com 
or www.stfrancis
ofassisipreschool.org
We invite you to join our
community of faith located
in the Evergreen area of
San Jose. We are an inclu-
sive diverse community
striving to serve as Disci-
ples of Jesus Christ in the
footsteps of St. Francis,
offering prayerful and joyful
liturgies; evangelization, fel-
lowship, and service
opportunities to the com-
munity. We offer spiritual
opportunities for all ages,
including children's liturgy,
dynamic E.C.H.O - Jr. High,
IGNITE - High School and
North Star -Young Adult
Ministries, along with small
faith communities and
opportunities to help the
poor and marginalized of
San Jose. Our Preschool is
the only Catholic Preschool
offering quality family ori-
ented service in the Ever-
green and Silver Creek
areas. Our Chapel, Gather-
ing Hall, Parish Office, Mis-
sion Center, Parish Gift
Shop, Memorial Garden
and Preschool are all locat-
ed at 5111 San Felipe Rd. 
Please come join us to
worship at one of the fol-
lowing times and locations: 
St. Francis of Assisi Chapel
Saturday 5:00PM, Sunday
8:30 AM, 10:30 AM, 12:30
PM, 4:00 PM (Mass in
Vietnamese), 6:00 PM
Youth Mass
St. Francis of Assisi Gath-
ering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM, Sun-
day11:00AM, Igbo Mass -
Second Sunday of the
month 12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange -
2840 Aborn Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated Com-
munity (Cribari Auditorium)
Sunday 8:15 AM
For more information,
please call or visit us at the
Parish Mission Center open
M-F 9:00 AM -12:00 PM;
1:00 PM - 4:00 PM. Come
join us and share your
presence with us so that
together we may grow and
share our gifts to help build
God's Kingdom!

For Worship 
listing 

ads, call 
408.483-5458

The Secret
is Out!

“Reach your friends
and your community

with your number one
neighborhood 

news source - the
Almaden Times!”
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10%
DISCOUNT:

Mention this
ad!

Serving Almaden Valley since 1995

(408) 254-1949

Times Community News

Parade
Continued from page 17
purpose of the parade is to unify all human
beings as one.  We are like drops of water merg‐
ing to the ocean.”

Everyone is welcome 
It means a great deal for the Sikhs to wel‐

come others and you and your family are wel‐
come to come.  You can walk the parade or
come a bit later after the float makes its jour‐
ney back up to the Gurdwara.  There will be
hundreds of people enjoying the food and
learning a little bit about their Sikh neighbors
who wish for everyone to be their guest that
day!

President of the Gurdwara Bob Dhillon
speaks of the importance of TRUTH in our
world

Ek Onkar – There is only one God.  Sat Namm
– His name is True or Truth.  Truth fights with
Falsehood all the time and always wins.  “Not
fully grasping the above line makes us unable
to recognize Truth even within ourselves
which is the cause of all problems in our

world,” states President Bob Dhillon.
Mr. Dhillon continues, “We welcome you

to come to our wonderful celebration.  You
can walk with us in the Parade and join us for
our celebration afterwards.  We all work
together in our community.  We are all broth‐
ers and sisters.  Also, did you know our won‐
derful children’s playground is open to the
community year round.  We welcome you and
your family to visit, parking is always free
and you get a beautiful scenic view of the city
too.  Please mark Sunday, September 1st on
your calendar and be guests of ours at the Gur‐
dwara.”

To get there you take highway 101 north
and the Capital Expressway exit.  Then go east
on Quimby Road all the way up to the top of
the hillsides.  The Gurdwara will be on your
right and parking is always free. You can park
your car below and walk up to the Gurdwara
or take the shuttle from Evergreen High School.

Editor’s Note; The Sikh religion reaches out
to the less fortunate and donations are always
welcome and you can find information on
their website.  The address for the Gurdwara
is 3636 Gurdwara Avenue, San Jose, CA 95148.
Gurdwara contact: Kirpal Atwal (408) 835‐
7712; website: sanjosegurdwara.org. Stay
connected by downloading the San Jose Gur‐
dwara App.

Parade route for
the San Jose
Sikh Gurdwara
which is located
in Evergreen
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DAVID & VICKI
HARRIS

2921 Villages Parkway,
San Jose

(408) 754-1572

DAN 
WALKER

Realtor® CalBRE #00758244

(408) 892-4813 
Dan.Walker@cbnorcal.com

KRAIG 
CONSTANTINO

kcreteam@gmail.com
www.KraigsListings.com

(408) 219-9122
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O’CONNOR

(408) 691-7322
poconnor@kw.com

SUSAN
BOERNER

(408) 921-7619
www.apr.com/sboerner

Susan.boerner@compass.com

Open Sat & Sun
1pm-4pm

6805 Shearwater
Drive
$ 1,625,000
4 Beds | 2 Baths
2029 +/- sq. ft.

Therese Swan
408.656.8240

95120

REALTORS: YOUR AD COULD
BE HERE!

STARTING AT $89 PER ISSUE
Call now to place your ad by phone:

(408) 494-7000

THERESE 
SWAN

tswan@apr.com
AlmadenValleyRealEstate.com

(408) 656-8240

MARGARET &
DAVID YOST

team@yostgroup.com

(408) 599-2130 
www.YostGroup.com
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Call to place your 
ad today!  

(408)483-5458

Driving School

Advantage Driving School is the premier driving school in northern Califor-
nia. Advantage Driving School has trained more than 

300,000 students to drive safely since 1994. We offer complete 
programs for both traditional classroom and online courses. 

Driver Training is the behind the wheel training which prepares your 
child to pass the driving test at the DMV. We also offer complete programs
for adults and senior citizens. If you have never driven or just need some

supplemental instruction to improve your driving skills, we are just the
school for you! We believe Advantage Driving School offers a great 

combination of experienced driving instructors and affordable prices! 
Location: 5440 Thornwood Drive, Suite F; 

Hours: 9 am-5 pm M-F 9 am–12 noon S-S; Phone: 408.363.4182; Email:
info@advantagedriversed.com | Website: advantagedriversed.com

Call to place your 
ad today!  

(408) 483.5458

Property Management

Window Services

Music
Lessons
$15 per
lesson

Piano, guitar,
drums, bass,
voice, ukulele

(408) 268-6703

Kitchen/Bath

Jewelry

Employment

TimesClassifieds

POSITION DESCRIPTION 
MUSEUM EDUCATOR 

About the Position 
Are you an engaging storyteller with a

passion for history? Do you have a thirst
for knowledge and a flair for interacting
with school children and museum audi-
ences of all ages? 

If so, you may be eligible to join our
dedicated and lively team of Museum Edu-
cators. The primary responsibilities of the
Museum Educators are to assist in prepar-
ing and presenting hands-on, interactive
school programs at History Park (Kelley
Park, San Jose) and the Peralta Adobe-
Fallon House Historic Site (downtown San
Jose). The Museum Educators are respon-
sible for delivering inquiry-based inter-
pretive programs for 2nd-6th graders that
encourage meaningful connections with
the past, as well as planning and partici-
pating in hands-on history family programs
occurring on select weekends.

The position is a part-time, working
weekday mornings (8:30a.m. to 1:00p.m.);
and occasional weekends for History San
Jose. The education programs presented
are aligned with and support the Common
Core State Standards and new College,
Career, and Civic Life (C3) Framework for
Social Studies. HSJ serves over 20,000
students each year. Topics addressed in
our school programs include: immigra-
tion, the westward movement, and the
rancho era.

A full job description is on History San
Jose’s website, www.historysanjose.org.
Interested candidates should submit their
resume and cover letter to:

bjohnson@historysanjose.org.

Singles

Almaden Valley 
(Senior) Singles 

The organization that

brings single residents of

Almaden Valley (95120) 

over 65 to enjoy a social life

close to home and take part

in community service.

Come and join us for our

monthly breakfast which

are held at 9 a.m. on the

third Tuesday of each

month at 

Cup and Saucer, 

Princeton Plaza Mall, 

1375 Blossom Hill Road.

We’re the dryer duct cleaning experts. 
Are your clothes taking too long to dry? 

Dryer duct cleaning services speed drying times, save energy
and help prevent house fires! 

Call Now (408) 265‑1051
Convenient Appointments Available

Dryer Duct Company 
dryerductco@gmail.com  |  www.dryerductco.com

Home Services

The Willow Glen High
School Class of 1969 is
holding its 50th (Golden)

Reunion on September 14,
2019, Saratoga Springs,

5:00-10:00. For 
information go to 

wghsclassof69reunion.com
or contact Maureen Resz

@ gomoe@aol.com,
(408) 891-1162.

Reunion
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