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LUCKY PUP
For Marcus Arnold, an SRP water-

distribution technician, his 1 a.m. daily 
rounds were as uneventful as ever 
that day — until, that is, he began 

traversing the open-ditch laterals in 
West Chandler, where he regularly  
distributes water. That’s when his 

routine changed . . . 
             — See PUP on Pg. 15
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When moral 
compass 
fails, schools,   
business, 
government  
stress role 
of ethics

T H E  P L A C E  W E  C A L L  H O M E

 T E M P E  &  W E S T  C H A N D L E R

WRANGLER
NEWS

V O T E D  T H E  V A L L E Y ’ S  B E S T  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S P A P E R

Neighborhood protests put 
brakes on plans for proposed 
So. Tempe Valvoline location

By Sammie Ann Wicks

“In the past, it seems like most businesses that 
are proposed have been put through without a 
lot of consideration by the DRC,” Smith recalls. 

“This time, it was different.” 
Smith added community wide opposition to the 

Valvoline proposal inspired greater numbers of 
residents to get involved.

“There was a number of people there who were 
regulars, but we were really encouraged to see 
20-30 people show up who were new to all this, “ 
Smith noted, “and that’s going give momentum to 
the community voice as we move forward.”

The organizer added not everyone at the 
meeting was happy with the Design Review 
Commission’s decision.

“I don’t think the land owner expected this they 

kind of lost their composure,” Smith went on to 
say. “But they should realize we in the community 
are not opposed to development--we just want 
the kind that fits the character and values of the 
community. And another oil lube place doesn’t do 
that.”

Joining Smith were many other Tempe 
residents, some of whom hadn’t participated 
in community affairs before, among them new 
resident Susan Sheldon.

“We just bought a house, and have been in it for 
about a year,” Sheldon noted, saying being at the 
September meeting showed her the city “is moving 
in the right direction.”

“I signed the petition when I heard about this,” 
Sheldon said. 

—  ETHICS, Page 12

By Lee Shappell
Special for Wrangler News

An area high school coach doesn’t bat an eye at 
sending more than 100 emails to opponents over 
three-plus seasons, selling out his own team by 
revealing insider game plans.

Tempe City Council dismisses one of its members 
after hearing allegations of wrongdoing.

Wealthy celebrity parents, who easily could afford 
to send their kids to any college they choose, pay to 
cheat on assessment tests and resumes to get them 
in.

The list of malfeasance in business, industry and 
politics at the national and international levels is 
longer than many Ethics & Compliance handbooks. 

In the Tempe-West Chandler area, governmental 
agencies, school districts and business leaders still 
profess to value their moral compass.

“We’re stewards of the public’s money and they’ve 
entrusted us to provide services and amenities to 
them,” said Tempe City Auditor Bill Greene. 

“It’s super important that we keep that trust or 
it really makes it hard for us to get our job done. 
If there’s a perception in the local community that 
we’re not taking care of the money that they’ve given 
us in the way that they want us to, the next time 
we go and make an ask for more resources to do 
something they might be less inclined to vote yes on 

— PROTEST, Page 10
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“Oh, my God, I can 
BREATHE!”

So exclaimed a stunned Irene 
Marra after waking up from her 
double lung transplant in 2015 at 
Dignity Health’s Norton Thoracic 
Institute at St. Joseph Hospital 
and Medical Center.

“I just woke up, took a deep 
breath, and saw my kids and 
husband standing there, you 
know, all worried, then when 
I said that, one of my kids just 
beamed,” says the Tempe resident, 
remembering her long surgery and 
eight-day stay at St. Joe’s.

“Then my kids said, ‘Mom, 
you’re OK!” so I knew I’d be just 
fine,” Marra remembers, quick to 
express her gratitude to her young 
donor.

“I’ll be forever grateful to him, 
a dear boy,” she said, wistfully 
recalling what she’d been told 
about him.

“He was a young man in his 
20s, they said, and sadly, he 
had committed suicide,” Marra 
recounted. “And while that’s 
tragic, by some stroke of fate he 
gave me the gift of life, the breath 
of life, so his memory will live on 
for me as a wonderful thing.”

Another stroke of luck gave 

Marra a better-than-average 
chance at life: while so many lung 
transplant patients go through a 
long and difficult recovery period, 
she says she was immediately able 
to hit the ground running.

“I don’t know, I just started off 
great right from the beginning, 
right after waking up, and never 
looked back, and I’m thankful to 
be here--I was SO ready for my 
new life,” she says.

Marra’s difficulties with her 
lungs were one part of a syndrome 
of issues coming out of a lifelong 
problem with a faulty autoimmune 
system.

“My family had a history of 
autoimmune disease, and I was 
no exception,” Marra explains, 
saying her own system had 
already destroyed her spleen, 
then attacked her lungs, and now 
was even threatening her thyroid 
gland.

Autoimmune dysfunction—in 
which the body mistakenly attacks 
itself and even its own organs as 
if they were foreign organisms—is  
implicated in numerous serious 
illnesses, such as HIV/AIDS, 
rheumatoid arthritis, Multiple 
Sclerosis, Lupus, fibromyalgia, 
Hashimoto’s Thyroid disease, and 

others, often with progressive 
debilitation and life-threatening 
challenges.

But Marra, whose enthusiasm 
and zest for life are infectious, 
says she’s so happy to be back on 
a productive schedule she’s never 
looked back. And she adds her 
friends have even told her they’re 
envious.

“They all call me the Energizer 
Bunny,” Marra laughs, saying 
she couldn’t have survived 
her struggles without her 
overabundance of energy. And 
because of it, Marra was motivated 
to start competing in athletic 
events that are part of the World 
Transplant Games in Newcastle, 
UK.

Now 60, Marra says she 
decided to go back to a team sport 
she used to be good at.

“I decided to learn how to 
throw a softball again,” she 
chuckles, “and then determined to 
go to England and compete.

“I’m not going to say this is 
a so-called ‘soft’ competition, 
because it’s not,” she asserts. 
“It’s hard. Even for transplant 
competitors. But I was 
determined.”

Competing also in darts and 

 
Transplantation 
surgery breathes 
new life into 
Tempe mom  

By Sammie Ann Wicks

Two events
Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2019 
Southern and Dobson Campus 
Navajo Room 
1833 W. Southern Avenue 
10 a.m. - 3 p.m.* 

5 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2019 
Red Mountain Campus 
Mesquite Bldg, Community Room 
7110 E. McKellips Road
10 a.m. - 3 p.m.* 

5 p.m. - 8 p.m.

* Silent auction will be held

Help us fight hunger one bowl at a time.

mesacc.edu

Empty Bowls Events at Mesa Community College

Take home a one-of-a-kind bowl and help feed the hungry 
for just a $10 donation. 

At MCC’s annual Empty Bowls events you can choose one of thousands of 
handcrafted bowls and dine on a simple meal of bread, soup and water in 
observance of World Hunger Day. All proceeds go directly to the non-profit Paz 
de Cristo Community Center.

The savory soup is prepared by Pita Jungle, T.C. Eggingtons and  
Red, White & Brew. 

Silent auctions featuring ceramic work by some of the valley’s most talented 
artists will be held at mid-day events from 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

Sponsors include: Pita Jungle, T.C. Eggingtons, Red White & Brew, Shamrock Foods, Laguna 
Clay Company, Marjon Ceramics, Mesa Arts Center, MCC Art Department, New Frontiers, 
Dobson High School, Dreamland Villa’s Ceramic Chaos, Golden Vista RV Resort, Ceramics 
Club, Carol Pacey & The Honey Shakers, Ken Feighner and Grand Canyon University.

Look for Empty Bowls events at other Maricopa Community Colleges.        events.maricopa.edu/empty-bowls-2019

The Maricopa County Community College District is an EEO/AA Institution and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, national origin, citizenship status (including document abuse), age, disability, veteran status or genetic information.
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Empty Bowls Wrangler Ad 1_2 Page-draft3.pdf   1   9/19/19   9:28 AM
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480-390-4995   |   ChandlerMortgage.com
I love Tempe too !

25 years experience in the mortgage and real estate industry.

Randy Goff
Broker/Owner

Mortgage rates are at their
lowest levels in over two years.

It’s a quick and easy process.
No cost refi nance is available.
One quick call could save you
tens of thousands of dollars.

Refi nance Now.

• For all of your home fi nancing needs.
• Call your trusted, local mortgage broker.
•  Close on a mortgage or refi  in the next 60 days 

and receive a FREE appraisal ($500 value!)

                  Better rates. Better service.  Better value.     Come Home to Chandler Mortgage.

480-390-4995   |   ChandlerMortgage.com

                  Better rates. Better service.  Better value.     Come Home to Chandler Mortgage                  Better rates. Better service.  Better value.     Come Home to Chandler Mortgage                  Better rates. Better service.  Better value.     Come Home to Chandler Mortgage

bowling at the UK-based games 
last August, Marra says she met 
and made new friends there.

“I met people from all over 
the world,” she says, “just great 
people.

“And then there were the 
ENGLISH.”

Marra laughs, remembering 
how she’d anticipated that 
proverbial Stiff Upper Lip of 
famous British provenance.

“Well, those folks in Newcastle 
are about the friendliest blokes 
you’ll ever meet,” she says, 
laughing again. 

“They take you on walks, they’ll 
just come right up to you and 
greet you, smiling, if maybe you 
look lost, they’ll ask you, ‘Oh, do 
you need help finding something?’ 
giving you directions and offering 
to help in any way they can. 

“They’re used to visitors 
and welcome them, proud to 
show those new to England 
the historical richness of their 
country.”

Marra’s commitment to 
the games, and to others who 
have gone through similar 
difficulties while living with 
transplant recovery, has led her 

to organizations serving her 
population.

“There’s so much you have to 
learn to do—all those anti-rejection 
drugs, the huge adjustments to 
lifestyle and diet—it can be really 
daunting,” she declares.

“I should know—toward the 
end, before the transplant, my 
lungs looked like those of an 
80-year-old, so I understand the 
challenge. It’s why I became an 
avid volunteer.”

Marra doesn’t stop there—
she’s invented and now markets 
a special case containing all the 
many items required daily by 
transplant patients—medicines, 
tools, equipment, face masks, pill 
boxes, you name it.

Named Volunteer of the Year 
by Transplant Games of America, 
Marra still never misses a beat.

“I’m looking forward to 
participating in the Games in 
Houston in 2021, and helping out 
there,” Marra says.

So she’s taking on yet more 
work in a schedule that would 
wear out people half her age.

Doesn’t she ever get tired?
“Never,” she proclaims.

Decked out in their Team USA gear, Irene Marra, left, alongside Deb Lofgreen, competed in this year’s World 
Transplant Games in England after receiving lung transplants at Dignity Health’s Norton Thoracic Institute at 
St. Joseph’s Hospital and Medical Center.     — Photo courtesy Dignity Health 
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Tempe 
Royalty
Corona’s Homecoming 

King Jacob Flores and 

Homecoming Queen Sofie 

Tindall. Jacob is captain of 

the school’s varsity soccer 

team and the National 

Hispanic Scholar of 2019-

2020. He plans to study 

chemical engineering at 

Arizona State University 

or Oregon State. Sofie is 

captain of Corona’s pom 

team and a member of 

Corona dance. She plans 

to study business at Mesa 

Community College, then 

ASU. 
— Photo courtesy 

Kris Cartwright

Bring your blankets, a picnic dinner, and the entire 
family to enjoy a great movie in the park!

tempe.gov/FamilyFun     480-350-5200  

FREE 
Family 

Movie Series 
Friday evenings 
at Kiwanis Park 

Movies start at dusk 
(Approx. 6 p.m.)

October 4 - 18 

Oct. 4   Aladdin – Animated Classic    G
Oct. 11  Frozen    PG

Oct. 18  How to Train Your Dragon 3   PG

For Wrangler News, a 
new look at the future

If our newspaper looks a bit different to you — 
and we hope it does — it’s not the result of a 
mandate from some faraway corporate bigwigs.
Our own local staff of editors, designers, 

reporters, layout wizards and advertising experts 
— well, all two of us, that is — has spent countless 
hours pondering the future of little community-
based papers like ours, and this is what we’ve 
decided:

That despite those doomsday forecasters who 
predict the demise of newspapers around the world, 
we think we and others like us hold the future of 
community journalism in our hands.

It’s also why we think it’s time to refresh the way 
we bring you our news and feature-story content 
and, as you can see, the way we look.

So you’ll know how these changes, both now and 
in the very near future, have begun to take shape, it’s 
a result of the involvement of some of those in our 
circle of contributors who love Wrangler News as 
much as we do, and are determined—as we are—to 
make sure we remain a vital part of our community 
for years to come.

You’ll soon be hearing from us about ways you 
can help us in this pursuit, and we encourage you 
to be involved in the process of sustaining the 
growth of local news by calling or emailing us, or 
even dropping by our office when you’re in the 
neighborhood. 

Let’s do this together.
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Realty Executives / 602.369.1145 / dbirk@realtyexecutives.com
Dan Birk • � e Lakes Specialist - Lakes Resident since 2007

You’ll          Living in The Lakes!You’ll          Living in The Lakes!You’ll          Living in The Lakes!You’ll          Living in The Lakes!You’ll          Living in The Lakes!You’ll          Living in The Lakes!You’ll          Living in The Lakes!

MLSREALTOR

MULTIPLE LISTING SERVICE

©

The Lakes Amenities - Swimming, Tennis, Fitness, Racquetball and More!  HOA Dues: < $105/Month! 

Recent Sale Recent Sale

 The Lakes in Tempe!
Need a Lakeview in Your Life? Consider Moving to

Call Me Today to Schedule a Tour!
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WHY PRE-PLAN YOUR MEMORIAL?  Like many things, costs will 
continue to increase, so locking in now is a wise decision. Yes, perhaps 

it’s along way away, but all the more reason to get your plan together now. 
Contact your local Dignity Memorial® provider for the best prices.

LAKESHORE
Mortuary

MESA
480-838-5639

MELCHER
Mortuary, Mission Chapel 

& Crematory

MESA
480-832-3500

MARIPOSA GARDENS
Memorial Park & Funeral Care

MESA
480-830-4422

VALLEY OF THE SUN
Mortuary & Cemetery

CHANDLER
480-895-9232

>  DignityPhoenix.com  <

the cost of living keeps going up.

The cost of your funeral 
doesn’t have to.

M17740_Phoenix_PNT_Value_4-9x6-6_C_v3.indd   1 6/5/19   10:00 AM

Medicare Health Plan Specialist
Call Roberta Robenstine

480.201.3527 TTY:711
robertarobenstine@gmail.com

8am-5pm
Licensed agent

* Medicare Approved Plans for 
Diabetes

* Low Cost Brand Name Insulin
* Low Cost for Primary Care visits, 

Urgent Care (nationwide)
* Labs & X-ray, Routine and 

Medically Needed Podiatry
* Diabetic Shoes/Inserts
* Unlimited Transportation
* And Much, Much More!

Is Saving Money Important to You?
Is Having a Medicare Plan that Focuses on 
You and Your Health by using a 
Team Approach Important to You? 

If so, call Roberta for a no-obligation 
Medicare review to learn about the below 
benefits and much, much more!

Public transportation, highway improvements and 
economic development: they emerged equally as the top 
concerns among members attending a recent meeting of 
the Chandler Chamber of Commerce. 

Eric Anderson, executive director of the Maricopa 
Association of Governments and discusser-in-chief at 
the event, focused his remarks on developments in the 
Valley involving transportation, specifically for Chandler 
and surrounding areas. 

According to a MAG report 
regarding recent polls, said 
Anderson, “The freeway system, 
great connectivity, and a variety 
of [public transit] options is 
what people like most about the 
transportation system in the 
region.” 

Based on the same regional 
polls, the biggest plus- and-minus 
aspects of transportation for 
Valley residents has been traffic 
congestion and road construction. 

According to Anderson, the highway systems and 
policies for transportation in the Valley are relatively 
new, and must remain a priority to sustain the growing 
population. 

“Our highway system is key to not only our economic 
development but to quality of life here,” Anderson said. 

Proposition 400, a transportation tax for Maricopa 
County, devotes approximately a third of the revenue to 
public transit, 56% to highways and 10% to improving 
city streets. 

“Chandler in particular has done very well by this 
program; we’re finding a lot of street improvements in 

Chandler,” Anderson noted.
East Valley residents will also continue to see 

highway improvements as the county invests in 
construction on the Loop 101 Price Freeway and 202 
South Mountain Freeway. 

As traffic congestion occurs after these projects open 
in 2020, improvements to Highway 143, as well as some 
areas on I-10, will see approximately $700 million in 
construction investments, according to MAG. 

The start of work was delayed until the opening of 
Loop 202 in order to accommodate for the anticipated 
influx of traffic, as it will become a “very messy project,” 
said Anderson. 

Among area business owners and members of the 
Chandler Chamber, State Representative Mitzi Epstein 
and Chandler Mayor Kevin Hartke were among guests 
on hand to  show their support of the growing economy. 

Said Hartke:
“We’re continuing to work on our roads. I’m 

promising a 2-year hiatus of Arizona Avenue and 
downtown – let’s breathe, let’s take a break and kind of 
let our shops and stores grow.” 

In his update on the city, Mayor Hartke expressed his 
excitement for a new parking garage opening near the 
Historic Downtown district as well as a few new shops 
opening to the public. 

Chamber planners say they also will host an event on 
the current state of higher education with ASU President 
Michael Crow on Thursday, Oct. 17. 

For more information on upcoming events visit 
http://www.chandlerchamber.com.

Information regarding upcoming transportation 
projects can be found at https://www.azmag.gov/
Programs/Transportation. 

Chamber 
session unveils 
roadmap for 
transportation 
growth, 
improvements

By Noah Kutz
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Stylish and innovative home modifications, as seen in these grab bars — one is part of the soap dish — are helping seniors stay safe at home. 
         — Photos courtesy Re-Bath and Kitchens

DOWNSIZE TO A BIGGER LIFE
The Villa features
beautifully appointed,
spacious Independent
Living apartment homes
with modern amenities in
a vibrant, welcoming
community.

Westchester Senior Living is a

Volunteers of America senior

living and care community

offering assisted living,

independent living, short-term

rehabilitation, long-term care,

memory support and respite

care in a warm, nurturing

environment.

 

Contact  us :

( 4 8 0 ) 8 3 1 - 8 6 6 0

WESTCHESTER SENIOR LIVING

$500 OFF 1ST & 2ND MONTH'S RENT
DISCOUNTED COMMUNITY FEE

(NOW ONLY $425)
CALL US TODAY! LIMITED TIME OFFER
Bright, open floor plans • Daily light continental breakfast 

Tasty culinary selections • Social events & outings 

Scheduled transportation • Continuum-of-care on campus  

Gated swimming pool and hot tub • Enclosed patios  

Fitness Room • Pet-friendly community  

Emergency response system • Covered parking 

Complimentary Wi-Fi & MORE!

 

Westchester Senior Living

6100 South Rural Rd. Tempe AZ 85283

westchesterseniorliving.org | (480) 831-8660

Two-Bedroom MOVE-IN SPECIAL

OFFER ENDS 

OCT. 31, 2019

Choice of Studio, 1 Br & 2 Br
Apartment Homes

No surprise: Speed kills
Longtime insurance exec offers insight on problem

.,.,'f-r•'l''O•"'l''fY 
CHILPREN'S PENTAL 

ViLLc!�e 

Understanding 
6 . . h children's dental needs

Offering 

egms �haerstanding children. 

ClearCorrect· 
� invisible braces 

Clinton Lepetich, DMD ;J· 

ChildrensDentalVillage.net 
7360 S. McClintock Dr., Tempe 480.838.6949 

Editor’s note: After receiving many inquiries over the years, Wrangler 
News is now making space available for obituary placements. Please 
email editor@wranglernews.com or call 480-966-0837 from 9-5 M-F 
for format requirements, deadlines and rates.

According to data compiled from 
the most recent Fatality Analysis 
Reporting System, speeding is a factor 
in more than 1 in 4 fatal car accidents. 
Teams at driving-tests.org used the 
last five years of FARS data to analyze 
every fatal crash involving a speeding 
driver. 

Arizona stood out in the following 
ways:

• Arizona had the 10th most 
speeding deaths per capita in 2017, 
with 4.24 deaths per 100,000 
residents.

• Rural roads with speed limits 
of 55 account for two times as many 
speeding deaths as any other road 
type.

• Sunday is the worst day of the 
week for speeding deaths, and the 
two most dangerous time periods are 
midnight-2 a.m. and 9-11 p.m.

Tempe-based State Farm agent 
Mary Contreras says the data come as 
no surprise.

“Every year I am amazed by the 
car accidents processed through our 
agency,” she said. “What one would 
assume by simple numbers is not the 
reality. Over the years I have come 
to realize exactly why our cities have 
residential speed limits posted for a 
reason.” 

The reason is simple, Contreras 
notes. At 25 miles per hour, a 
pedestrian’s chances of surviving a 
car’s impact are high. Survivability 

incrementally drops, however, as the 
speed increases. “So speed literally 
kills,” she says. “Yet, we see so many 
racing down our residential streets.”

Contreras notes that recently, 
while driving on Alma School Road 
in Chandler, a car honked at her 
repeatedly.

“He swerved around me and raced 
past my car only to stop in front of 
me at a red light,” she recalled. “As 
he passed me, I realized why he was 
honking; I was traveling the posted 
speed limit and he wanted to be at 
that stop light so much faster than 
me.”

It wasn’t Contreras’ first 
observation of speeding drivers in 
Arizona. It also was one of the many 
reasons she has slowed down over the 
years. 

“I made the decision to keep a 
better eye on my speed after watching 
precious clients wrestle with the 
nightmare of manslaughter charges 
and unintended consequences from 
not paying attention,” she said. 

“The death of a friend sitting 
beside you in the passenger seat or 
the neighbor walking across the street 
doesn’t need to be.

“We can slow down for each 
other’s sake.”

Contreras’ agency offers a teen-
driver awareness clinic on the 
third Saturday of every month. 
Information: 480-775-7788.
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THINK
HEALTHY

Start your new lifestyle

800.521.8669

www.enzymeprocess.co

today.
Offering Over 300 Products 

To Support Your Family’s Health.

In Memoriam

“Then I kept telling everybody, ‘You need to be 
at this meeting,’ letting them know how important it 
was.” Sheldon said the mood at the meeting among 
neighbors was upbeat. 

She said she also spoke with many neighbors who 
thought the Valvoline depot was a redundant type of 
application.

“At the meeting we were saying that there are 
numerous other oil change places nearby, some just a 
mile away, so why do we need another one?” Sheldon 
asked.

In the mind of resident Salma O’Brien, who 
attended the meeting to express her opposition to the 
proposal, problems with the project were plentiful. 
“We don’t want some big, shiny corporate thing in 
our neighborhood,” O’Brien asserted, noting that she 
saw very few Valvoline supporters at the meeting.

“Not one person there spoke up for that project,” 
O’Brien stated, “and for good reason. We want locally 
oriented businesses here. Even when that location 
was a Shell station it was run by a local family, and 
we trusted them. With this, not so much.”

“How can the developer claim he improved this 
property,” she asserted,  “when all he seems to have 
done is cut down all the trees, and torn down a 

characterful old building? They don’t get it--we want 
more, not less, green space.”

“The city should care. We’re not just these 
community folk. We’re absolutely taxpayers, and if 
this (DRC) decision gets appealed, you’re going to see 
us at the city council meeting.”

Yet another attendee, active in developing the 
business sector, who asked not to be identified, said 
the community’s long-term goal in having a voice 
in city decision-making involves more than just one 
project.

“We want to create an ambience, to promote an 
attractive character to this whole corridor--to say, 
‘This is what we’re like in 85284,’” the attendee 
said. “We want visionaries, entrepreneurs who’ll 
create major anchors that will support and empower 
smaller neighboring mom-and-pop type enterprises 
to exist and thrive.”

Community feedback
One City Council representative who monitored 

the results of the DRC session said she was 
encouraged  by the residents’ strong showing.

“I was thrilled by the fact that we had as much 
community feedback as we got,” said Jennifer 
Adams, elected last year to Tempe City Council.

 The councilwoman noted that, should the 
McClintock project’s developer appeal the DRC’s 
decision, the matter will go before Tempe City 

Council, and will be subject to a more judicial type 
review.

“The people getting involved in the commission’s 
decision-making process is a very good sign, and is 
something I ran on--something I’m thrilled about,” 
she said.

Neighbors from every walk of life who came to the 
meeting inspired Amanda Stewart Sprowls, president 
of Circle G Ranch Association.

“Some people who showed up at the meeting have 
been living here since this area was even developed, 
while young newcomers with families who were 
drawn here by our unique ambience, and others from 
a broad spectrum of demographics, sat right next 
to them,” Sprowls declared, “all putting in their two 
cents--and all of us were committed to same idea, 
preserving the unique character of this place, even 
while fully supporting any business that wants to 
contribute to that.”

Varied backgrounds 
Diversity of the meeting’s community participants 

pulling in the same direction also gained the 
admiration of resident Jill Strandquist.

“We had hipsters there sitting next to young 
people, people from all backgrounds,” Strandquist 
said. 

“And  what was even better, when a young person 
got up to speak, the older crowd really encouraged 

Protest
From Page 1
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So. Tempe resident Matt Smith stands near the site near McClintock Drive and Warner Road where a Valvoline shop was to have been built. 

 — Wrangler News photo by Joyce Coronel

Viewing 
For All 

The Games!

All-You-Can-Eat
All Day! $10.95

$3 Mimosas • $5 Bloody Marys

$1.50 Tacos
$3 Cervezas
$4 Margaritas

6463 S. Rural Road • Tempe • 480.897.2127 • bogeysgrillaz.com
S.E. Corner • Rural & Guadalupe / Behind Circle K & Dutch Bros. Dog Friendly Patio

them, and then the younger people 
turned that back around and told 
THEM, ‘You can speak, too, you get 
up and speak, too.’ It was a grand 
sense of community.”

Strandquist said residents now 
want more attention given by the city 
to “what the community itself really 
wants.”

“We’re already stuck with the 
chicken joint (referring to the Raising 
Cane’s national franchise nearby, 
previously approved by the city),” 
Strandquist said. 

“So from here on out we’re going 
to take an active role as a community 
to make sure things we don’t want 
here aren’t foisted on us.”

“We want a live-work-play city. 
Walkable. Mixed use. Eclectic. 
Interesting. A place that will retain 
those vibrant young people coming 
here for an education. We can only 
wonder: City of Tempe, are you 
listening?”

Additional information can be 
found at tempe.gov/drc.
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Ethics
From Page 1

that.
“Our officers wear uniforms, and people have 

badges, and they drive trucks with the city logo 
on them. We’re out there in the public eye every 
day, and so ethical behavior is something we really 
emphasize.”

Green manages and directs Tempe’s Internal 
Audit Office, which conducts audits, consulting 
engagements and investigations for city policy 
makers, executives and stakeholders. 

It’s not a small group. Tempe is home to 190,000 
residents and Arizona State University, with an 
enrollment of more than 100,000. The city has an 
annual operating budget in excess of a half-billion 
dollars. To service the needs of the populace, Tempe 
has 1,700 employees.

Varied backgrounds

In April, the Tempe City Council voted 
unanimously to remove Councilman Kolby Granville 
from office after determining that he had violated 
the city’s code-of-conduct policy and was unfit to 
continue representing the city. 

He was accused of providing minors with alcohol 
and making unwanted sexual advances toward two 
women. He has denied the allegations and never 
was charged with a crime, but in September he 
surrendered his teaching certificate.

The Tempe Union High School District was 
shaken in September by revelations that Justin 
Hager, a freshman football and girls basketball coach 
at Mountain Pointe High, was sending opponents 
detailed insider scouting tips. 

Hager submitted his resignation when it came to 
light, however the district’s governing board voted 
unanimously not to accept it so it can instead fire 
him for cause, which likely would lead to loss of his 
teaching certificate in Arizona.

Like the city of Tempe, TUHSD has an extensive 
ethics policy that all employees receive and 
acknowledge that they’ve read. Core values and 
beliefs include:

• behave with integrity;
• act with civility; 
• words and actions matter; 
• value truthfulness and trustworthiness; 
• learn from individual vulnerability; 
• through relationships, develop a culture of safe 

risk taking and personal growth; 
• and take responsibility for actions.
“All employees are aware of these values and 

we integrate them into all of our messaging,” said 
Jennifer Liewer, TUHSD executive director of 
community relations. “There are signs at all of our 
schools and (TUHSD Superintendent) Dr. Kevin J. 
Mendivil speaks to these values and beliefs whenever 
speaking to staff. We believe that all employees 
understand the expectations surrounding these core 
values.”

Liewer stresses that the actions of one employee 
in the district does not represent all employees.

“We believe that the vast majority of people on 
our campuses, whether teacher, coach or student, 
act in an ethical manner,” Liewer said. “Leadership 
in this district expects all employees to act with 
integrity and to behave with integrity in everything 
that we do and say, regardless of what may be taking 
place in the news headlines.”

One of those employees, Eric Lauer, the head 
football coach at Marcos de Niza High, is among the 
multitudes wondering what possessed Hager to email 
insider game strategies. It is particularly troubling to 
Lauer, he says, because he worked side-by-side with 
Hager while Lauer was a Mountain Pointe varsity 
assistant football coach. They became friends. 

Lauer says he has spoken to Hager since the 
incident became public, but he won’t say what they 
discussed. Lauer did say that he has addressed his 
team about how character counts.

“We’ve talked to our kids about how integrity is 
one of our main core values, and then accountability 
is right under that,” Lauer said. “Integrity is for all of 
us and we all have to be accountable. We talk about. 
‘Am I able to count on you?’

Varied backgrounds

“This whole thing really surprised me because 
we’re real good friends. We talked every day. Even 
the lower level coaches were in with the varsity 
coaches and had jobs throughout the week. It 
definitely doesn’t seem like it’s normal behavior. I 
don’t know what precipitated him to do that. It hurt 
the kids, for sure, and the coaches. Those kind of 
things you try to understand and reason why, but I 
really don’t know why.”

As the voice of the Chandler business community, 
the Chandler Chamber of Commerce and its 
president, Terri Kimble, are front and center in 
stressing that business ethics be upheld. It’s a 
responsibility they take seriously.

“It is essential to create a business climate within 
a company that fosters ethical guidelines,” Kimble 
said. “In turn, this creates a culture that can bring 
significant benefits, such as client trust and employee 
retention.’

The chamber offers mentoring in ethics through 
its small-business development partners.

New York-based LRN Corp., founded 25 years 
ago by Dov Seidman, with the vision that the world 
would be a better place if more people did the right 
thing. Seidman believes that many ethical missteps 
might be brought to light if employees were not 
reluctant to come forward and report them. In a 
survey released in June of this year, LRN found that 
employees fear reprisal or that their claims will fall 
on deaf ears.

Varied backgrounds

LRN, which has helped more than 25 million 
people at more than 700 companies worldwide 
navigate legal and regulatory environments and 
make ethical decisions, suggests that there’s too little 
focus on shaping employee behavior and too much 

on rules and prohibitions.
“Employees need a good moral compass, they 

don’t need a five-pound manual as a guide,” said 
LRN adviser Susan Divers.

Tempe does have a voluminous ethics policy. It’s 
a small book. But Greene said that new employees 
go through an orientation, which includes a section 
on ethics in the workplace, and are made aware that 
there are channels through which to report ethical 
violations without fear of reprisal.

“We talk about things like what do ethics mean? 
And what are ethical conflicts? What should you do 
when you stumble into something you don’t know 
what to do?” Greene said.

“I think it’s inevitable that everybody will have 
some sort of ethical conflict and then have to make 
a decision. There are a lot of gray areas in a value-
based system. Different people have different 
values.”

Commentary
Coach scores a win for ethics

By Joyce Coronel
The recent scandals that have dominated 

headlines lately are not lost on area spiritual 
leaders. One of the primary roles of pastors 
and faith communities is to point to higher, 
transcendent realities as well as timeless, bedrock 
moral principles that serve as guideposts for 
decision making.  

In the brouhaha over the Mountain Pointe 
coach accused of leaking game strategies and other 
information to opposing teams, Wrangler News 
decided to cast a wider net and look at ethics and 
how moral standards are upheld in the broader 
community. We knew we were on to something 
big when we noticed The Washington Post quoted 
our exclusive coverage of Justin Hager, the coach 
at the center of the athletics controversy.  

Turns out the first person to alert officials of 
the effort to cheat in high school athletics was 
from a faith-based school in Las Vegas. 

According to The Washington Post, Vernon 
Fox, head football coach at Faith Lutheran High 
School in Las Vegas, received an email from 
“walterpayton12,” the alias email address Hager is 
accused of using in the scam. Several of Mountain 
Pointe’s opponents received emails that leaked 
sensitive information. Fox responded to the email 
that landed in his inbox Aug. 21, two days before 
Mountain Pointe travelled to Las Vegas for the 
football game: 

“Sir…I don’t believe in cheating… We are 
not looking to gain an unfair advantage. We will 
prepare as best we can and look forward to have 
a great competitive game,” Fox wrote. Mountain 
Pointe went on to defeat Faith Lutheran in the 
game.

According to Jennifer Liewer, executive 
director of community relations for the Tempe 
Union High School District, Fox was “the first 
one who provided specific details” to the district 
in the scandal. Fox’s school is the nation’s largest 
Lutheran school, with 1,950 students in grades 
6-12. It is the largest non-public school in the state 
of Nevada. 
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT PAID ADVERTISEMENT

If you thought you have been to a Mexican restaurant lately you probably need to
reconsider and visit La Casa De Juana. The fare is authentic Mexican, and when we
say authentic we mean it. Upon entering you’ll be dazzled by the colorful décor, the
tables and chairs are beautiful, Mexican painted murals, colorful banners hanging
from the ceiling and the gracious service. Warm orange and yellow tones echoing
throughout the restaurant will make this your favorite Mexican Restaurant.
Take advantage of the great lunch and dinner specials, a bar with freshly made
drinks, TVs, and live guitar music for all ages on the weekends. Don’t forget about
the happy hour from 2 pm to 6 pm every day, with $2 beer (domestic and imports)
and $3 margaritas, this place is a must. The flavorful salsa, the delicious margaritas,
the extraordinary and well-priced food will definitely keep you coming back.

Make Your Reservation Today! 1805 E Elliot Rd,
Tempe AZ 85284
480-820-0837

1976 W Southern Ave
Mesa AZ 85202
480-962-9112

LA CASA DE JUANA
DELIVERS A KNOCKOUT WITH ITS FRESH,
AUTHENTIC AND MOUTHWATERING FOOD

Check out La Casa De Juana at www.juanashouse.com

If you think you have been to a 
Mexican restaurant lately you probably 

need to reconsider and visit 
La Casa De Juana. 

The fare is authentic Mexican, and 
when we say authentic we mean it! Upon 
entering you’ll be dazzled by the colorful 
décor, beautiful tables and chairs, Mexican 
painted murals, colorful banners hanging 
from the ceiling and the gracious service. 

Warm orange and yellow tones echoing 
throughout the eatery will make this your 

favorite Mexican Restaurant.
Take advantage of the great lunch and 

dinner specials, a bar with freshly made 
drinks, TVs, and live guitar music for all 
ages on the weekends. 

Don’t forget the happy hour from  
2 p.m.to 6 p.m. every day, with $2 beer 
(domestic and imports) and $3 margaritas. 

This place is a must. The flavorful 
salsa, the delicious margaritas, the 
extraordinary and well-priced food will 
definitely keep you coming back. 1805 E Elliot Road 

Tempe AZ 85284
480-820-0837

LA CASA DE JUANA 
DELIVERS A KNOCKOUT WITH ITS FRESH, 
AUTHENTIC AND MOUTHWATERING FOOD

42nd Annual

Family 
Halloween
Carnival

Saturday, Oct. 26th
5 p.m. - 9 p.m.

Kiwanis Park 
South Soccer Fields
Guadalupe & All-America Way

Presented by:

Have a bewitching good time. 
Carnival games • Live entertainment 

Face painting • Food booths • Train rides 
Inflatables • Toddler play area • Much more

Dress up for a chance to  
win prizes in the annual  

Halloween costume contest!
Admission is FREE. 

Tickets for attractions, games and  
food booths cost 25 cents each and  

help raise money for local civic groups. 
Most activities require 3-4 tickets.

tempe.gov/FamilyFun
480-350-5200

A sales person will be present with information and applications. 
For accommodation of persons with special needs at sales 
meetings, call (480) 808-5008, TTY 711. Plans are insured through 
UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company or one of its affiliated 
companies, a Medicare Advantage organization with a Medicare 
contract and a Medicare-approved Part D sponsor. Enrollment in the 
plan depends on the plan’s contract renewal with Medicare.
Y0066_180221_023118 Accepted SPRJ40652

Stop by to explore your UnitedHealthcare® options and compare 
plan benefits. And when you’re ready, you can enroll with a local 
licensed sales representative on-site. 

1001 E Warner Rd., Ste 101 
Tempe, AZ 85284

(480) 808-5008, TTY 711

www.MyUHCagent.com/
carol.dulis

We’re here for you. 
Let’s talk.
Carol Dulis
Licensed Sales Representative
Carol Dulis Ins. Agency

Shopping for a 
Medicare plan?
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...hunger and homelessness, 
Tempe Community Action Agency

 continues to make our community a better place to live.
Bring your friends and family to help support 

this cause by attending VICINITY Tempe, 
TCAA’s annual fundraiser at Big Surf in the (emptied) wave pool.

Dress for a party, not for swimming.
Tickets: $85 for early bird pricing. $100 after 10/15/19.

Group discounts available.

hunger and homelessness, hunger and homelessness, hunger and homelessness, hunger and homelessness, hunger and homelessness, hunger and homelessness, hunger and homelessness, hunger and homelessness, hunger and homelessness, hunger and homelessness, hunger and homelessness, hunger and homelessness, hunger and homelessness, hunger and homelessness, hunger and homelessness, 
WITH A FOCUS ON ALLEVIATING POVERTY

YOU’RE INVITED
OCTOBER 25
6:30-9:30pm
Walt Richardson
Craft brew and wine
Small Plate Appetizers
Fabulous Silent Auction & Raffl e 
Group discounts available

vicinitytempe.com

Oct. 23 session will 
explore ways to 

combat loneliness
“I’m just so lonely!” 
The anguished cry of one elderly Tempe 

resident is emblematic of a pervasive problem the 
city hopes to address Wednesday, Oct. 23 in the 
Lakeside room at Tempe Center for the Arts. 

The daylong session addressing loneliness and 
social isolation begins at 10:30 a.m. and features a 
host of local experts like Wendy Wolferseig, Ph.D, 
of Arizona State University, plus Lauren Walker 
and Jennifer Monninger of Community Bridges. 

Participants will have the opportunity to 
take part in a roundtable discussion with the 
presenters. 

During the afternoon session, attendees will 
listen to ideas from award finalists about how to 
address loneliness and isolation in the city. 

The presentations are followed by an awards 
ceremony. 

Tempe Center for the Arts is at 700 W. Rio 
Salado. 

Registration is required for one or both 
sessions of the event. 

Information: 480-858-2300.
— Joyce Coronel
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GATE REPLACEMENT SPECIAL!
side yard gate (4’ - 5’ wide)
$500.00 INSTALLED! 

RV gate (10’ wide)
$1,000.00 INSTALLED!

INCLUDES:
- 3 1/2” Composite Slats

- standard graVity latch

- 1  1/2” POWDER COATED  FRAME

- Removal & Disposal of OLD GATE

*tax not included. Limited-time only. Pricing 
and availability subject to change without 
notice. special pricing based on featured 
gate design.

BEFORE

NEW GATE from kaiser VS REFINISHING:
- our price for a new gate is equal to

getting  it  PROFESSIONALY REFINISHed 
- 2 YEAR WARRANTY ON PARTS & iNSTALL
- Modern Design for Great Curb AppeaL
 

CALL (480) 478-1901 KAISERGARAGE.COM

ROC# 116382 B & #119480 B-2

mention this ad
to receive our specials!

Exclusive to Ahwatukee Foothills News Readers

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM AT:  280 N Roosevelt Ave., Ste 5, Chandler, AZ 85226

EXCLUSIVE TO WRANGLER NEWS READERS

Arnold reported that when he reached one 
of SRP’s grates, which are installed to prevent 
debris and people from entering as the ditch 
transitions into pipe, he noticed a dog sitting 
alone on the bank. 

As he rolled down the truck’s window to 
check on the animal, Arnold said he heard 
whimpers from another dog trapped inside 
the grate.

Arnold quickly called a co-worker to help 
rescue the trapped animal. Once zanjero Alex 
Gutierrez arrived, Arnold put his construction 
and maintenance background to use and 
unbolted a small portion of the grate while 
Gutierrez kept an eye on the other stray dog. 

Once the metal grate was no longer 
attached to the wall, Arnold made a small 
lasso and pulled the frightened dog up five 
feet to safety.

Both men cared for the dogs by giving 
them food and water, but because it was still 
the middle of the night, there wasn’t much 
more they could do and the stray friends left 
safely together.

SRP zanjeros say they routinely come 
across animals as they deliver water 
throughout the Valley. They remind owners 
to keep an eye on their pets around the canal 
and irrigation facilities.

Pup
From Page 1

Family fun coming to Downtown 
Chandler at Nov. 10 ‘Harvest Fest’

As the blazing hot days of summer finally fade away, 
fall weather brings a plethora of outdoor entertainment 
for residents of Tempe and West Chandler. 

One such opportunity, the Arizona Harvest Fest and 
Open Air Market, takes place 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday, 
Nov. 10 at Dr. A.J. Chandler Park, 178 E. Commonwealth 
Ave.

The free event will include a bounty of activities that 
appeal to all ages.

“Arizona Harvest Fest is about giving back to the 
community and making the most of the cooler weather 
while enjoying a Sunday afternoon of fun, shopping, 
great music and food,” said Landon Evans, owner of HDE 
Agency, the event’s organizer.

A full schedule of live entertainment includes 
performances by local bands D. on Darox & the Melody 
Joy Bakers, Pick & Holler, Jim Bachman & the Day 
Drinkers and Blain Long to name a few. 

A pumpkin toss, pumpkin decorating, pie eating 
contest, corn shucking, cake walk and kids zone will add 
to festival-goers’ fun. Adults will enjoy the flavors of the 
season in the beer garden featuring local pumpkin ales 
and seasonal brews. 

A portion of proceeds from the event will go to ICAN, 
an East Valley-based nonprofit that provides free, family-
centered services and programs aimed at equipping 
youth to achieve personal and academic success. 

Information: arizonaharvestfest.com or follow @
AzHarvestFest on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.



WRANGLER NEWS  •  OCTOBER 5 - 18,  2019  • PAGE 16

Come discover St. John Bosco Catholic School, a community 
dedicated to academic excellence and inspiring children to

follow their dreams. We look forward to meeting you!

Monday, November 11, 2019   |   8:30-11:00 am
http://sjbosco.org/preschool-open house | 16035 S. 48th St., Phoenix, AZ 85048

Questions? Call 480.219.4848 or email admissions@sjbosco.org

Blizzard or Orange Julius
Buy One get the 2nd at 99¢ 

$3 off Any Round 
Ice Cream Cake

Not valid with other offers. 
Equal or lesser value. 

Valid at these locations only.

30 Years Serving the Tempe Community!

30 Years Serving the Tempe Community!

Order Yours Today at DQCakes.com

Ice Cream 

Cakes

SE Corner Southern
/ McClintock

480.426.0010

NW Corner 
Elliot/Rural

480.831.7274

‘You are 
not alone’ . . .
 
Schools work 
to stem crisis of 
youth suicides 

By Robyn Martinez

“You are not alone.” That message, along with 
Teen Lifeline’s phone number for one who may 
be contemplating suicide, is on the reverse side of 
most middle-school student IDs this year as part of 
a widespread campaign by the Tempe Elementary 
district to stem the upsurge of youth suicides.

While the problem has taken on crisis 
proportions nationwide, Tempe district officials say 
they are unaware of any that may have occurred in 
their schools.

The numbers don’t lie, though. Suicide has 
emerged as the number-two cause of death among 
Arizonans 15-34 years old, according to data from 
the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention. 

For students who are now facing more stressors 
than ever before, say experts, this is a crucial issue 
for local schools. 

“In Tempe Elementary, we realize that supporting 
students’ social and emotional well-being is directly 
connected to their ability to learn,” said Jennifer 
Ostrom, social, behavioral and health services 
coordinator. “Students need and deserve to feel safe 
and cared for while at school,” said Ostrom. “All 
the stress that our students are under impacts their 
learning, behavior, social relationships and sense of 
well-being and safety.”

As a district, Tempe Elementary continues to 
determine ways to meet the social/emotional needs 
of students, say school officials. Trainings focused 
on suicide prevention are offered for counselors and 
psychologists throughout the year. 

Additionally, each Tempe Elementary campus 
has a counselor on site, as well as access to a 
psychologist, by tapping into resources referred to 
as ASIST, or Applied Suicide Intervention Skills 
Training, developed by the Center for Suicide 
Prevention. “The ASIST training this month was very 
educational and helpful,” reported Danielle Juengel, 
a counselor at Laird Elementary School.

“There were audio/visual presentations, group 
discussions and opportunities to practice the skills 
we learned in small groups,” she said. 

“It was an emotional experience; you go into the 
training with your own experiences and perceptions 
of suicide that have to be negotiated while you are 
learning the ASIST model. I learned a lot from 
this training, but overall I learned how to keep an 
individual at risk safe while seeking further help if 
necessary.”

Programs like Second Step, which teach problem-
solving and self-care skills, is utilized district-wide, 
according to officials, and the award-winning 
program PBIS, or Positive Behavioral Intervention 
Support, encourages an affirmative atmosphere for 
students and helps to set them up for success. 

Both programs are implemented in district 
classrooms. Strong, functioning intervention 
teams that help identify social and academic 
needs of students also add support for Tempe 
Elementary students and staff, according to a district 
spokeswoman.

The goal of each program is to help promote 
a positive school culture, where students are 
encouraged to be open about their feelings and be 
kind and caring toward one another, officials said. 
Research shows people who are having thoughts 
of suicide feel relief when someone asks about 
them in a caring way. Findings also suggest that 
acknowledging and talking about suicide may reduce 
rather than increase suicidal ideation. 

In addition, a theme of Choose Kindness, Change 
the World was adopted for this school year. Across 
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Tempe Elementary school counselor Danielle Juengel comforts a 
student. Each of the district’s schools has a counselor and access to a 
psychologist in an effort to support student’s social and emotional well-
being.    —  Photo courtesy Tempe Elementary School District 

NOVember 1-2

Boutique & Car Show

JOIN US
For a Fun Family Event 
Featuring Local Vendors and Amazing Cars & Hot Rods.
Food Trucks, Bounce House, Pony Rides & Kid Activities. 

Something For Everyone
Get a head-start on your Christmas shopping list.
Find unique one of a kind gifts for that special family member or friend.

First Baptist Church - 4525 S. McClintock Dr., Tempe • fbc-tempe.org

Friday, Nov. 1st  4pm-8pm • Saturday, Nov. 2nd  9am-3pm

SATURDAY ONLY 
Car Show Judging • Bounce House • Pony Rides • Kid Activities

First Baptist Church - 4525 S. McClintock Dr., Tempe • fbc-tempe.org

Car Show Judging • Bounce House • Pony Rides • Kid Activities

fbc-tempe.org

Car Show Judging • Bounce House • Pony Rides • Kid Activities

Tempe Elementary’s 22 schools, children are 
being reminded daily to look for ways to show 
kindness to their peers. 

Juengel, the Laird counselor, notes that 
giving and receiving kindness can be an 
antidote for stress and depression that students 
may be experiencing. 

“It is one of the few things you can do for 
free the benefits everyone,” Juengel said. 

Juengel added that it is important for 
parents to seek to know and understand their 
student’s behaviors, and listen to them. Is their 
student just having a bad day or has it been 
going on for a while? 

Suicide Warning Signs
Most at-risk youth demonstrate signs that 

signal when they are in the throes of suicidal 
thinking. Based on advisories from the Arizona 
Association of School Psychologists and 
Stanford Children’s Health, these behaviors 
include: 

• Unexpected decline in academics; 
• Noticable changes in eating and sleeping 

habits;
• Withdrawal from family and friends;
• Changes in behavior, appearance, 

thoughts and/or feelings;
• Agitation, restlessness, distress, or panicky 

behavior;

• Suicidal threats in the form of direct (“I 
am going to kill myself”) and indirect (“I wish 
I could fall asleep and never wake up again”) 
statements;

• Suicide notes and plans (including online 
postings);

• Prior suicidal behavior;
• Making final arrangements (e.g., making 

funeral arrangements, writing a will, giving 
away prized possessions); and

• Preoccupation with death.

Parents should contact their child’s school 
and seek professional help sooner rather than 
later if they notice any signs or have concerns 
about their student’s well-being. 

“Sometimes our greatest work as educators 
is how we impact a child’s feelings about his/
her own self-worth and ability to achieve his/
her own goals and dreams,” social services/
health coordinator Ostrom said. 

“In addition to teaching skills like goal 
setting, problem solving, empathy, emotional 
management and friendship skills, we must 
also ensure our staff is well prepared to engage 
in suicide prevention activities to keep kids 
safe and hopeful about their place in the 
world.” 

Suicide is preventable. If you or someone 
you know is struggling, get help immediately 
via 911; National Suicide Prevention Lifeline 
(1-800-273-TALK); or the Crisis Text Line 
(text “HOME” to 741741). 
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SHIPS AHOY 
(pint-sized versions)

Dozens of miniature boat enthusiasts 

from around the Southwest 

sailed into Tempe’s Kiwanis Park 

for a full weekend of races on the 

man-made lake. More than 200 boats 

competed in the regional event,  

comprised of 72-74 heats throughout 

each day. Next stop: International 

World Cup in Las Vegas, Nevada.  

—  Photos by Billy Hardiman for Wrangler News
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Consumer responsible for taxes. While supplies last. TV-AD-142382 TUZ

Sale ends 10/31/19

©2019 True Value Company LLC

Find the right products for your project at your local True Value®.

MONTHBARGAINS ®OF THE

McKay's True Value
4939 W Ray Rd

Chandler, AZ 85226
480-686-8064

L 106 363 1

L 129 284 1

9.99
GE® 4 pk. LED Bulbs
Choose 5W or 8W, Soft 
White or Daylight. Dimmable. 
15,000 hours rated life.
E 248 667, 668, 671, 672 B6

9.99
Prestone® 1 gal. 50/50 
Pre-Diluted Antifreeze/Coolant
Use with any make or model auto 
or light-duty truck. H 674 525 F6
1 gal. Concentrate Antifreeze 
Coolant, 12.99
Prevents corrosion. Helps cooling   
systems run more efficiently.
H 363 507 F6

YOUR CHOICE

24.99
First Alert®
Battery-Operated Carbon 
Monoxide Alarm
Easy-to-read digital LED display. 
Low battery warning. Includes 
AA batteries. E 248 181 B3
Photoelectric 
Smoke Alarm
10-year sealed lithium battery.
E 210 431 B3

YOUR CHOICE

9.99
True Value® 20 lb. Black 
Oil Sunflower Bird Seed
Good source of protein, vitamins 
and minerals.
40 lb. Wild Bird Food
A good source of nutrition for  
a variety of birds.

YOUR CHOICE

29.99
Gotham™ Steel
2 pk. Steel Pan Set
Choose 8.5- and 9.5-in. round 
or square shallow style. Nonstick  
coating. Oven safe up to 500°. 
Dishwasher safe. W 240 436, 254 441 B6

748947

Water Softener System
40 lb. system saver water softening pellet, contains resin cleaning

5.99 Pamper Your Pet
A Fu�  Service 

Pet Salon

$5 OFF 
Complete Groom
Expires 12.31.19 Coupon must 
be presented at time of service.

480.307.8050 
cagefreegrooming.com

1840 E. Warner Road • Suite 117 • Tempe
 NE Corner of Warner and McClintock

Cage Fr� 
Stre�  Fr� 

With Alex Zener

SPORTS
Aztecs’ close win over Westview 
shows why every point counts

The Aztecs had a great reason 
to celebrate Friday night. After 
defeating Desert Ridge 26-19, and then 
Westview, 20-19, they not only had a 
back-to-back winning streak but won 
more games—three—than they had the 
last two years. 

Jasper Schineller’s two PAT kicks 
demonstrated why every point is 
important when his kicks proved to 
be the difference in the one-point win, 
20-19, over Westview on Sept. 27. 

After Westwood took a 7-0 lead 
in the first quarter, the Aztecs came 
on strong in the second quarter 

with two rushing touchdowns, one 
by sophomore sensation Anyale 
Velazquez, the other by junior Scott 
Musgrave. 

Schineller made both PAT kicks to 
put the Aztecs up 14-7 at the end of the 
first half.

In the third quarter, Westview 
scored a touchdown but failed to tie 
the game after the Knights’ kicker 
missed the PAT. 

Entering the fourth quarter, behind 
13-14, the Knights scored a rushing 
touchdown to take a five-point lead at 
19-14 but did not make their two-point 

conversion attempt. 
The rest of the fourth quarter was 

a defensive battle until the Aztecs’ 
Bryce Douglass caught a 13-yard pass 
from Corona’s quarterback Quade 
Swearingen to give the Aztecs a 20-19 
win.

The Westview game was not 
Swearingen’s best passing game but he 
still managed to pass for 113 yards, 53 
of those to senior Eric Blackwell.

Velazquez was the leading rusher 
with 19 carries for 98 yards and one 
touchdown.

On special teams, Jean Boyd III 
had a 41-yard kickoff return and Jack 
Farley had a 25-yard kickoff return. 

Swearingen punted the ball five 
times with an average of 37 yards a 
punt.

Miles Sheppard was the leading 
tackler for the Aztecs with seven solo 
and three assisted tackles for a total 
of 10 tackles followed by Jake Schmitt 
with nine tackles, Tyson McLain with 
seven and Boyd III with six.

Alex Rafalski had the only 
interception.

The Aztecs had a 3-3 record 
heading into their conference game at 
home on Oct. 4 against Queen Creek.

Corona’s eighth game of the season 
will be another home conference game, 
this one against Highland, on Oct. 
18. The game is supposed to be a live 
broadcast on the NFHS Network but 
check maxpreps.com to verify when it 
gets closer to date.

Marcos de Niza football

The Padres, with a 3-2 record, are 
on a two-game winning streak after 
defeating Tempe, 28-7, on Sept. 20 
and then crushing Moon Valley, 49-15, 
on Sept. 27.

The Padres’ junior quarterback, 
Antonio Hernandez, only passed the 
ball 92 yards against Moon Valley, but 
it seemed unnecessary to pass the ball 
when Marcos had seven players carry 
for a total of 430 rushing yards.

The offensive player of the game 
had to have been senior running 
back Yakeen Baylis, who gained 202 
yards on 14 carries with two rushing 
touchdowns, one of those a 50-yard 
run.

Baylis was not the only one to carry 
the ball for long yardage. Anthony 
Brown returned a kickoff 96 yards for 
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Call Kris
For All Your

Real Estate Needs

602-620-7480
355 E. Germann Rd.
Gilbert, AZ 85297

Kris  will  help  you 
score  the perfect  home MLSREALTOR

MULTIPLE LISTING SERVICE

©

Focused on Your SuccessQuade Swearingen 
Quarterback

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER
8747 S. Priest Drive |  Suite 101, Tempe

NMLS # 175156  Banker # 911294

Alexa Dedrick • Mortgage Specialist
alexa@azms.net  480-235-1496

NMLS# 580685

Fred Christman • Mortgage Specialist
fred@azms.net  480-905-1888

NMLS# 175379

OUR GOAL IS HELPING YOU ACHIEVE YOURS

Over 20 years in business   /   Located in your neighborhood.

a touchdown just before the half. 
Brown also carried the ball eight times for 

42 yards and scored an additional five points as 
the team’s PAT kicker.

Senior Matt Canada rushed 51-yards to 
score a touchdown, and junior Jayden Calderon 
carried the ball seven times for 117 yards and 
one touchdown.

Canada was also the leading receiver on the 
team, gaining 52 yards on just two receptions.

On special teams, senior Julius O’Banner 
had a 62-yard and a 33-yard kickoff return.

The Padres’ defense played well against the 
Rockets, with 65 total tackles, six quarterback 
sacks, nine passes defensed and one caused 
fumble and one recovered fumble.

If Baylis was the offensive player of the game 
against Moon Valley, then junior Schofar Hill 
had to be the defensive player of the game.

Hill was the leading tackler on the team, 
with six solo and six assisted tackles for a total 
of 12 tackles. He was credited with three tackles 
for a loss and 2.5 quarterback sacks. Hill also 
caused one fumble with  Ayden Tuchfarber 
recovering one.

Senior Dante Kircher-Myton had four solo 
and on assisted tackle for five total, along with 
two sacks, while Durham Goodman had one 

Corona football players celebrate after defeating Westview 20-19 to win their third game this season.
— Photo courtesy Kris Cartwright / kriscartright.smugmug.com — SPORTS, Page 22
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480.940.7587  •  MegaFitAz.com
940 N. 54th Street - Chandler  /  Southeast Corner of Ray & I-10

Use promo code “FALL2019” to access the special pricing online. Valid October 5 through October 20

FALL SPECIAL

sack and Jakob Vandorn was credited with .5 sacks. 
Senior Malaki Corella was credited with two points 
for a safety.

Marcos will play at home the last four games of 
the season.

Up next, the Padres were due to play their 
sixth out of 10 regular season games on Oct. 4 in a 
conference game against Seton Catholic, which is 4-1 
on the season. 

On paper, the Sentinels have the edge in the 
passing game, but the Padres more than make up 
for it in their rushing game making the average total 
yards per game about the same. 

No defensive statistics were available for Seton so 
it’s impossible to predict that aspect of the game.

After Seton, the Padres will play Poston Butte on 
Oct. 11, Saguaro on Oct. 18 and Mesquite on Oct. 25.

Cross Country

Corona, and often McClintock, have been 
competing in cross country meets every weekend 
since Aug. 31, when the Aztecs competed at the Two-
Mile Time Trial, then Sept. 7 at the Chandler Invite, 
Sept 14 at the Ojo Rojo Invitational, Sept. 21 at the 
Doug Conley Invite and Sept. 27 at the Nike Desert 
Twilight XC Festival.

Some of the highlights from Corona and 
McClintock results follow.

At the Chandler Invite, Corona’s boys freshman 
team took first place with a score of 10 while 
McClintock’s freshman boys placed second with 17 
points.

Corona’s Tyler Tisinger placed second in this 
race, bested only by McClintock’s Taven Sanders, 
who won the 5,000-meters freshman race.

The rest of Corona’s freshman racers included 
Andrew Davies-Boerner, third place; Diego Frausto, 
sixth place; Grant Murad, 16th; and Ben Brower.

McClintock’s other freshman racers included Cole 
Bolen in seventh; Andrew Rodriguez in 12th; and 
Mario Menchaca.

Corona’s girls team finished fifth in the 
5,000-Meters Sophomore event with 49 points. 

Ashlinn Aguayo crossed the finished line in ninth 
place, followed by Sachiko Devine, Leah Gunter and 
Tatum Cobles.

McClintock’s girls team placed third in the 
5,000-meters junior event, with Selema Ortiz 
as the first Charger to cross the finish line. Ortiz 
placed 10th, followed by Ella Zeiders in 11th. Other 
McClintock racers included Olivia Fisher, Rachael 
Pabst and Alexia Moreno.

Corona’s junior girls took fourth place behind the 
McClintock team, with Jade Bare crossing the finish 
line first for both teams, with a fourth-place finish. 
She was followed by Peyton Burnside, who was 15th, 

then Teadora Zawilak, Tienna Thomas and Audrey 
Ritzert.

In the senior boys division, Corona’s team placed 
second with 30 points behind Perry High School.

Zachary Johnson was the highest place finisher 
for Corona in second place, with a time of 16:33.37. 
He was followed by Dominic Arellano in fifth place, 
Conner Zook, Daniel Nichols and Riley Welch.

At the Ojo Rojo, Corona’s freshman boys and 
Corona’s varsity boys runners both finished in third 
place.

In the freshman race, Davies-Boerner took 
second place followed by Frausto in fourth, Murad in 
12th, Brower and Cole Zook.

In the varsity division, Johnson was the second 
runner to cross the finish line. He was followed by 
teammates Arellano in 10th place, Tisinger, 25th, 
Conner Zook and Callum Rohrer.

The Doug Conley was held at Shalimar Golf 
Course this year, at which Corona’s boys team 
took sixth place in the 5,000-meters Elite division. 
Johnson took fifth place, followed by Arellano, 
Conner Zook, Tisinger and Bennett Gunning.

McClintock’s girls team took third place in the 
5,000-meters Invitational division, with Zeiders 
beating out Ortiz to take 10th place. Ortiz finished 
13th with Mariska Bogaard in 18th place followed by 
Amelie Land and Fisher.
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NON-STOP BANDS 
ON 3 STAGES

BENEFITS
Tempe Sister Cities

international programs

FREE ADMISSION
tickets on 
sale now!

DENMARK FOODS  
KILT LIFTER BRATS

OKTOBER 11-12-13

for the
RUNNIN’

BRÄTS
www.Oktoberfest.run

Frank Kush Youth Foundation

#FourPeaksOktoberfest
FourPeaksOktoberfest.com

10K
5K

1 MILE
Okt 

12

PRESENTED BY Fry’s Food Stores

BEER! BRATS!
LIVE MUSIC!

CARNIVAL
RIDES &
GAMES ALL DAY

$30
PASS

sunday funday
DACHSHUND RACES by MAIN EVENT ENTERTAINMENT 

KICKBALL TOURNEY  +  BARTLES & JAYMES BRUNCH

Wrangler News • Sept. 2 - 15, 2017 • Page XX

 FREE
 

 
 

Saturday, 
October 21

Pumpkin Decorating & Contest 
Sweet Treats

Contreras State Farm 
2145 E. Warner Road, Suite 101 Tempe

Warner Century Plaza

Sponsors: Burton Glass, Reliable 
Glass, Desert Breeze Glass 

and Wrangler News

Saturday, Oct.19  
9 a.m. - Noon

Wrangler News is celebrating almost three decades of publishing, and it's been a fascinating journey. Happily, the growth which has 
accompanied us during those years illustrates that news BY local people ABOUT local people remains a powerful incentive for those of us who 

disagree with the occasional suggestion that 'print doesn't work.' Based on nationally recognized formulas, Wrangler News reaches 46,500 
prospective readers every time it's printed — quite a change from the meager 5,000 papers we delivered to homes back in 1991. We're looking 
forward to continuing our reign as this community's favorite newspaper, and we hope you'll join us in what we think is a deserved celebration. 

If you agree, perhaps you'll mention Wrangler News to your favorite provider of quality products or services. Businesses that support 
Wrangler News with their advertising support the continuation of what Phoenix magazine has called the Valley's BEST community newspaper. 

We hope you feel the same.  
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Abominable carries on this tradition. The 
heroine of this Chinese-American co-production, a 
collaboration between Dreamworks Animation and 
China’s Pearl Studio, is Yi (voiced by Chloe Bennet), a 
teenaged Chinese city girl living with her mother and 
grandmother. 

Yi finds a fuzzy, sweet-
natured Yeti hiding on the roof 
of her apartment building; he’s 
escaped from a cruel scientific 
facility run by a rich collector 
(Eddie Izzard) and an obsessed 
scientist (Sarah Paulson).

She feeds her new friend 
steamed pork buns and plays 
her violin for him, and then, 
with the help of two boys from 
the building, tries to smuggle 
him back to his home in on 
Mount Everest, with the forces of the nasty collector 
in hot pursuit. 

Along the way, the kids recognize that their Yeti, 
who they dub “Everest,” is a juvenile. 

The movie is of a New-Agey-bent; in the course 
of the odyssey we learn that the creature is tune with 
the forces of nature, and when he hums, the sound 
causes flowers to blossom and blueberries to grow 
enormous.

As is almost invariably the case with wide-release 
animated features of the last few decades, the 

obligatory elements in Abominable, the stock villains 
and the stock character motivations, are highly 
tedious. 

This template has been so successful for so long 
that it’s hard to see it going away anytime soon, but it 
sure makes these films wearisomely repetitive.

That said, the Chinese setting here is different and 
colorful, and the characterizations of the Yeti and the 
kids are winning. 

Yi is a cool and good-hearted heroine, even if 
the voice of Chloe Bennet sounds like the woman 
pushing thirty that she is, coming out of a supposedly 
teenage girl. 

Everest is a lovable beast, but perhaps the most 
successful of the supporting characters is Yi’s pushy 
but loving Nai Nai (Grandma), amusingly voiced by 
former “Bond girl” and Fu Manchu daughter Tsai 
Chin.

On balance you’re likely to find the film has 
enough lively, offbeat elements and good humor to 
keep both you and your kids engaged. It’s no classic, 
but it certainly isn’t abominable.

And if nothing else, this is almost certainly the 
only film to contain the line “Don’t body-shame my 
yak!”

Abominable is rated PG and plays at Harkins 
Tempe Marketplace, Chandler Fashion 20, Arizona 
Mills and other multiplexes Valleywide.

Latest Yeti offering 
not so abominable

Following last year’s peculiar Smallfoot comes 
Abominable, now in theaters. It’s another 
CGI animated feature for kids about Yetis, the 

legendary “abominable snowmen” of the Himalayas. 
This one is peculiar, too.

Yetis really were depicted as abominable, 
menacing and scary, in movies going back at least 
as far as the mid-‘50s, with low-budget shockers like 
Man Beast, The Snow Creature and the atmospheric 
British effort of 1957, The Abominable Snowman of 
the Himalayas. 

But starting, perhaps, in the ‘60s, with the 
guileless, overly affectionate Hugo in the Looney 
Tunes, it has become common to depict the elusive 
anthropoids as harmless, and more threatened by 
humans and the outside world than a threat to it.

For more information, visit TempeUnion.org/VanishtheVape
Funded      partnership with the Arizona High School Health and Wellness grant.

Tempe • McClintock • Marcos de Niza • Corona del Sol
Mountain Pointe • Desert Vista • Compadre

Diversions
with M.V. Moorhead
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One of the many bands that play at Bourbon Jack’s Western-style bar and grill located in Chandler. Bands 
like this one will be part of Friday Night Live, a concert series that launches Friday, Oct. 18 in Downtown 
Chandler. To see our video of this band and an interview with Downtown Chandler Community Partnership’s 
Mary Murphy-Bessler, visit wranglernews.com.                            — Wrangler News screeen capture by Alex Beaver 

written by

LeRoi Jones / 
Amiri Baraka

directed by

Ralph Remington

... not only at a 
particular juncture 
in 20th-century 
American culture 
but also in Mr. 
Baraka’s increasingly 
politicized career.

- New York Times

a 
pivotal 
play...

OCT 
4-19

$10 Previews
$25 All other
performances

700 W. Ri o S alado Pkw y,  Te m p e ,  A Z  8 5 2 8 1

4 8 0 . 3 5 0 . 2 8 2 2
t e m p e c e n t e r fo r t h e a r t s . c o m

Downtown Chandler widens its 
appeal to Friday night funlovers
By M.V. Moorhead

Early in the morning these days, or 
even after dark, it’s comfortable 
to be outdoors. Sometimes in the 

middle of the day, clouds pass in front 
of the sun and we don’t 
feel like we’re being 
roasted alive. 

Now and then, 
we experience that 
fabled meteorological 
phenomenon once 
known as “rain,” in 
which water falls from 
the sky. 

In short, over the past 
few weeks, there have 
been certain tentative 
signs that Arizona might 
soon become habitable 
again.

From there, of course, it’s only 
a matter of hours before we start 
grumbling that it’s too cold.

But among the benefits of the 
season’s wondrous cooldown is the 

prospect of going outside to have to 
have fun. 

Downtown Chandler seeks to 
facilitate this with Friday Night Live, 
a monthly musical event, held 6 to 9 
p.m. on the third Friday of every month 

from October to May at 
Dr. A.J. Chandler Park 
West. 

The series kicks off 
on Oct. 18.

“This free, family-
friendly event celebrates 
Downtown Chandler 
as the premier live 
entertainment scene 
in the Valley,” says 
Mary Murphy-Bessler, 
executive director of 
Downtown Chandler 

Community Partnership.
“The concert format will consist of an 

opening act starting at 6 p.m.,” explains 
Bessler, “featuring local community 
talent from high school bands like the 

— DOWNTOWN, Page 26
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Basha Jazz Band on Jan. 17; Chandler 
High School Jazz Band on March 20; 
and Corona Del Sol Steel Drum Band 
on May 15.” Chandler Children’s Choir 
will set a holiday mood on Nov. 15.

“Following the local community 
performance,” continues Bessler, “will 
be our headline act, featuring a variety 
of musical genres from rock and roll, 
country to retro. Popular regional 
groups including Rock Lobster, 
Mogollon and Sugahbeat are just a 
few of the quality groups that will be 
performing live on stage this year.”

But it isn’t only music lovers who 
will be served by the Friday Night Live 
series, according to Bessler: 

“Along with the live musical 
performances, Downtown Chandler 
will host a local artisan vendor show 
lining up in the colonnade areas 
of Boston Avenue and San Marcos 
Place.”

Bessler notes that the series is 
an extension of the vibrant live-
performance culture that already 
exists in the downtown Chandler area.

“Part of what makes Downtown 
Chandler unique from other 
downtowns in the area is the live 
music scene,” says Bessler. 

“Downtown Chandler proudly 
boasts 12 venues that have stages in 
a 3- to 4-block area…On any night of 
the week you will find live music and 
entertainment on many stages in the 
downtown. As part of Friday Night 
Live, we will be hosting, on the Friday 
Night Live website page, a listing of all 
the bands that will be featured in our 
local entertainment venues. 

“In other words, the event will 
continue on into the night with an 
opportunity to hear some amazing 
live music and entertainment in 
businesses in Downtown Chandler.”

The inaugural show, on Friday, 
Oct. 18, features Rock Lobster, an 
‘80s cover band with a playlist that 
includes such fondly remembered 
classics of the Big-Hair-and-Wine-
Cooler decade as “Walk Like an 
Egyptian,” “The Safety Dance,” 
“Always Something There to Remind 
Me” and “Girls Just Wanna Have 
Fun.” 

Opening for them is local acoustic 
combo Black Beard’s Delight.

For details go to 
downtownchandler.org.

Downtown
From Page 25
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If you’ve felt trapped by your body, it might be time 
to make a change. Our team of experts will support 
you through every step from meeting with our 
nutritionist and preoperative care team, through 
surgery, and participating in our peer-based 
support groups.

Learn how weight loss surgery can transform you 
and your life, visit dignityazweightloss.org or  
call 480.757.0292.

Find the new you. 
What will you do when you lose the weight? 
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October - May
Saturdays

9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
 
 
 
 
 

 

DowntownChandler.org/FarmersMarket

Dr. A.J. Chandler Park West

Dozens of local vendors + free
Yoga in the Park at 10 a.m.

Tempe arts center 
to host incendiary 
play examining 
racial tensions

Tempe Center for the Arts 
kicks off its 2019-20 TCA Presents 
season with the regional premiere 
of Dutchman, an emotionally 
fraught and incendiary play by 
LeRoi Jones and Amiri Baraka.

The production runs Oct. 4–19.
Set on a New York subway, 

Dutchman centers on an encounter 
between a politically moderate, 
middle-class black man and a 
liberal white woman who match 
wits in a sexualized game of cat 
and mouse that leads them into a 
violent conclusion. 

The searing confrontation 
amplifies the dimensions of racial 
conflict in America.

A Washington Post review 
describes it as “a 1964 one-act 
whose flinty racial dialogue can still 
be counted on to produce sparks, is 
about white rubbing against black, 
hope against reality, and languid 
desire against fervent ambition.”

Dutchman features Shae 
Kennedy Leonard as “Lula,” Calvin 
Worthen as “Clay” and Cornelius 
Williams as “Conductor.” Ralph 
Remington, TCA producing artistic 
director, will direct.

Says Remington:
“It’s an honor to bring this work 

to Arizona audiences. I hope that it 
will inspire thoughtful and spirited 
conversations leading to decisive 
action.”

Tickets are $25 ($10 for 
Preview performances Oct. 
4-10) and are on sale at 
tempecenterforthearts.com,  
the TCA Box Office or by calling 
480-350-2822.

Shae Kennedy Leonard stars as Lula and Calvin Worthen portrays Clay in Dutchman, a provocative 
theatrical production that takes place Oct. 4-19 at Tempe Center for the Arts. 

— Photo by Aminda Villa 
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Meetup with Tempe City Councilmembers 
Vice Mayor Lauren Kuby and Councilmember 

Joel Navarro would love to have a cup of coffee or 
tea with you. They both have community meetups at 
Tempe Public Library’s Connections Café this month. 

Java with Joel takes place from 10 to 11 a.m. on 
Saturday, Oct. 19. 

Connecting with Kuby happens from 1 to 4 p.m. 
on Saturday, Oct. 26. Both are free. Bring your ideas 
to help make Tempe and even better place. 

For details visit tempe.gov/calendar. 

Tempe Tardeada
Celebrate Hispanic Heritage at Tempe Tardeada 

from noon to 8 p.m. this Sunday, Oct. 6. Join us 
outside Tempe History Museum, 809 E. Southern 
Ave., for traditional dancing, lariat demonstrations, 
tortilla-making, arts and crafts and more. It’s free. 
Details: tempe.gov/tardeada 

State of the City
Mayor Mark Mitchell 

delivers his annual State of 
the City Address at Phoenix 
Marriott at the Buttes at 7 
a.m. on Friday, Oct. 25. 

The speech brings 
together residents and 
business leaders to hear 
what the city is doing to 
maintain our quality of life 

and continue to build Tempe’s economy. 
Details at tempechamber.org  

It’s special event season
From now through the end of May there is always 

something amazing to do in Tempe, from Way Our 
West Oktoberfest to the Fantasy of Lights Boat 
Parade. 

To help you discover the best events, classes 
and opportunities for fun, please visit tempe.gov/
calendar. There you’ll find our large community 
events at Kiwanis Park and Tempe Beach Park, as 
well as events at Tempe History Museum, Tempe 
Public Library and our community centers. 

Banish boredom and have some fun. 

Golf courses close for annual overseeding
Golf course reseeding Tempe’s two golf courses 

will be closed for seasonal reseeding – Oct. 14 to 
Oct. 27 at Rolling Hills and Oct. 21 to Nov. 3 at Ken 
McDonald. 

For more information about Tempe’s courses, 
visit tempe.gov/GolfTempe. 

Tempe Book  Festival
On Saturday, Nov. 2, The Tempe Public Library 

is hosting a fall book festival that will feature more 
than 50 local authors, book sellers and publishers. 
Families can meet their favorite local authors, browse 
book selections, take part in arts and crafts and more. 
For more information, visit tempepubliclibrary.org/
BookFestival. 

Want to work on your own writing? 
Tempe Public Library offers Writers Connection 

and Writing Studio for writers planning to enter the 
Tempe Community Writing Contest, which opens for 
submissions in January 2020. 

For more information on all writing classes and 
the contest, visit tempe.gov/TempeWrites.

Explore music through the decades
The Tempe History Museum’s popular 

Performance at the Museum series is back with a 
fantastic lineup of local musicians who will perform 
live. 

This year’s theme is Music Through the Decades, 
which aligns with the museum’s feature exhibit, 
Walking Mill Avenue.  

These shows are free and family-friendly. Most 
performances begin at 7 p.m. Robby Roberson 
performs on Oct. 12. 

Visit tempe.gov/MuseumEvents to see the full 
schedule. 

Beat the fall heat with free swimming 
Enjoy the calm waters at Kiwanis Wave Pool, 6111 

S. All-America Way, every Monday through Thursday 
this fall. Up to two kids age 10 and under are free 
with one $4 adult admission. 

Midday Swim is 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. from 
September through December 12. 

Evening Swim is 5-8 p.m. through Dec. 12. 
Tempe’s three splash pads at Esquer, Jaycee and 
Hudson parks, along with The Cloud at Kiwanis 
Park, are free and open daily from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
through the end of October. 

Visit tempe.gov/pools for more info. 

Halloween Carnival 
Get ready for Tempe’s 42nd annual Halloween 

Carnival on Saturday, Oct. 26, from 5-9 p.m. The 
carnival will be held at the Kiwanis Park south soccer 
fields, Guadalupe and All-America Way. 

Admission is free. Tickets for carnival games, face 
painting, food booths, train rides, inflatables and 
more can be purchased on-site for 25 cents each. 
Most booths require three or four tickets. Dress up 
and participate in the Halloween costume contest. 

For more information, visit tempe.gov/FamilyFun 
or call 480-350-5200. 
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American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. & Its Operating Companies,
American Family Insurance Company,

6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783  
 011765 – Rev. 4/15  ©2016 – 7350899

Richard Utter, Agent 
Richard Utter Agency, Inc.

2033 E Warner Rd Ste 101, Tempe 
Bus: (480) 831-8668 

rickutter.com   

PROTECTION WHILE
YOU’RE ON THE ROAD.

Your dreams deserve more than an insurance card 
tucked in your glove box. That’s why I go beyond a 

piece of paper to give you smart, customized coverage 
and real peace of mind to pursue what matters most. 

Contact me today for a competitive quote.  

Let’s talk today.

Your dreams deserve more than an insurance card
tucked in your glove box. That's why I go beyond a

piece of paper to give you smart, customized coverage
and real peace of mind to pursue what matters most.

Contact me today for a competitive quote. 
Let's talk today

Richard Utter, Agent
Richard Utter Agency, Inc.

2033 E Warner Rd Ste 101, Tempe
Bus: (480) 831-8668

rickutter.com

The Music Store
2630 West Baseline Road   ~   NE Corner of Baseline & 101 Freeway

www.the-music-store.com

(480) 831-9691
Sheet Music • Instruments

Lessons • Rentals • Repairs

Happy Columbus day!
Sail this way to view 

our huge selection 

of patriotic music!

‘Phoenix’ magazine 
Best Of rating still 
tells our story best

Editor’s note: Here’s how, in its one and only 
rating of Valley newspapers, the folks at Phoenix 
magazine judged our efforts. We think they said 
it better than even we could have.

Since 1991 the Wrangler News has been 
“making a big community a little bit smaller” and 
giving the residents of south Tempe and west 
Chandler something to look forward to Saturday 
mornings. This every- other-week newspaper 
serves all of the feel-good functions of a local 
paper, whether it’s giving high school sports teams 
the credit they deserve or profiling a spunky small 
business owner down the street.

But it’s also a source of engaging commentary 
and thoughtful coverage of local issues that 
can get lost in the big dailies. Every small town 
deserves a paper this good, and so does every big 
city.

Dayspring UMC site of Oct. 5 
choir concert benefiting 
Bahamas hurricane victims

Faculty and top students from the ASU School of 
Music will join David Schildkret and the Dayspring 
Choirs in a one-time concert at Dayspring UMC at 2 
p.m. Saturday, Oct. 5, to benefit hurricane victims in 
the Bahamas. 

Performers include American-born international 
opera star Gordon Hawkins, acclaimed for his “… 
penetrating, poised baritone of uncommon power 
and malleability” and having achieved status as one 
of the world’s leading dramatic baritones.   

Hawkins was a winner of the Metropolitan 
Opera National Council auditions and the Luciano 
Pavarotti International Vocal Competition; he also 
won the Washington National Opera’s “Artist of the 
Year” award. 

The Dayspring program provides the only 
opportunity for Arizonans to see him perform before 

he leaves next month to sing at Chicago’s renowned 
Lyric Opera. When he’s not performing at the 
world’s great opera houses, Hawkins teaches gifted 
young singers at ASU.

Acclaimed soprano Carole FitzPatrick, pianist 
Russell Ryan and others from ASU’s roster of 
vocalists and musicians will join Hawkins for a 
diverse evening of music in Dayspring’s 750-seat 
sanctuary.

Schildkret, director of choral activities at ASU 
since 2002 and Dayspring’s new director of music 
ministries, will lead the church choirs.

Beneficiary of the concert proceeds, United 
Methodist Committee on Relief, is the global 
humanitarian aid/emergency relief arm of the 
United Methodist Church. Donations go in their 
entirety to projects as Dorian relief in the Bahamas. 
Donations do not cover marketing or administrative 
overhead, which is paid by UMC.

The concert is not ticketed. Donations will be 
accepted at the door. 

The church is at 1365 E. Elliot Road, Tempe. 
Information: 480-838-1446.
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Your Business Advantage
We serve as the voice of business, a catalyst for economic 

growth, and a champion for a strong community.

Visit www.tempechamber.org or call 480-967-7891 to find out more or to register for all our upcoming events.

/tempecc @tempechamber /tempechamber /tempechamber Tempe Chamber

Date
Wednesday, December 4, 2019

Time
8:00 am - 12:00 pm 

Location
University of Advancing Technology 

Tickets
Members - Free / General Admission - $50

For an EXCLUSIVE DISCOUNT for EVCCA 
members contact Erika Acorn at 

(480) 736-4284 or 
erika@tempechamber.org

Arizona Veteran Supportive 
Employer Training 

The East Valley Chambers of Commerce 
Alliance (EVCCA) recently launched a 

health insurance affinity discount plan to 
help East Valley employers save money

Lifestyle Health Insurance Affinity Plan 
Informational Workshop! 

Date
Tuesday, October 8, 2019 

Time
3:00 pm - 4:00 pm

Location 
Mac6 Conscious Workspace

Tickets  
Members / General Admission - Free 

Thank you to our event host: This event is presented by: In partnership with: 

21st Annual State of the City 
with Mayor Mark Mitchell  

Date
Friday, October 25, 2019

TIme
7:15 am - 9:00 am 

Location 
Phoenix Marriott Resort Tempe at The Buttes

Tickets  
Members - $60 / General Admission - $70 
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Doing a Remodel? Need Plans?

480.223.3123
plansbydesignaz@outlook.com

Plans by Design AZ, LLC
Remodel • Additions • Stand Alone

Call Rodger Anderson:

Pet Doors

englishbuilding.net
480.603.8813

ROC189470

• Professional installation by a Licensed 
Contractor through any wall or door.

• Includes: security lock, 2 insulating flaps 
and all weather carpet.

• Attractive and functional design at an 
affordable price.

• Add your pet’s name or custom colors.

PROTECT YOUR SEATS FROM 
KIDS, PETS AND SPILLS!

• EASY DEPLOYMENT
• WINDSHIELD MOUNTED
• REDUCES UP TO 50˚
• NO STORING 

FREE INSTALLATION *SOME EXCEPTIONS

FACTORY
OUTLET STORE

615 W Knox Rd. Tempe  ( 4 8 0 ) 9 6 7 ¯ 16 7 5    
DASHDESIGNS.COM 

SERVICE
Garage Door
• Broken Springs Replaced
• Prompt Professional Service
• Repair & Installation
• Bonded and Insured

not a licensed contractor

480-251-8610

 TILE/STONE
Lukert Tile Inc.

Serving the valley since 1974
•  Lic # ROC137050 
• Bonded and Insured
•   Tile and stone installations 

including fl oors, showers, 
patio’s, backsplashes 
and more.

• Repairs welcome.
• FREE ESTIMATES 
•  Call Bob Lukert 
480-510-4650

Discounts to Wrangler readers

REMODEL CONTRACTOR
Do it right the first time, 

hire a quality, licensed contractor with 
30 years experience.  
Tempe Specialist

FREE ESTIMATES
R. Child Custom Carpentry

480.215.3373
RChildCustomCarpentry@cox.net

Licensed • Bonded • Insured

D Paint, Drywall & 
Wall Covering

Commercial & Residential

480-326-0851
Licensed & Bonded • ROC#240852

Whether it’s your 
home or your office, 

you name it,
we’ll paint it.

Neighborhood Services by Neighborhood Businesses you know

Announcements appearing in our 
Neighborhood Services section are 
placed by local business owners who 
want to be a reliable go-to source 
that you can trust now and in the 
future. Ads in this section appear 
in 6 consecutive issues at a cost of 
$150, plus tax, which includes an 
accompanying classified ad at no 
additional charge. 
Call 480-966-0837 for details. Note that ads appearing 
on this page expire with the date shown on your 
invoice. Please call 10 days in advance to ensure 
renewal.

 

Arizona Oasis Pool Service & Repair 
480-694-1158  

*Weekly Service  *Equipment Repair/
Replacement  *GREEN Pool Clean-Ups 

Call today for free water quality assessment 
10% off all drains   

No worries, just jump in! 
Insured Certified Pool Operator

Tree and Yard Clean Up

Saia Pulotu
480-201-8966

We specialize in all complete 
yard clean-ups, trimming,  
pruning, weeding, raking,  

removing and  
replacing anything

Always affordable
CALL TODAY!

J.A.K. Construction Inc.
Specializing in all phases of Home Remodeling

• Rain Gutters
• Downsprouts
• Aluminum &
  Vinyl Siding
• Overhang 
   trim/eaves

• Replacement
  Windows
• AZ Rooms

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • ROC112275

480-820-8711
jakconstructioninc.com

Locally Owned 
and Operated

Ky rrene Corrido
Re esid nts

Jennifers,
House Cleaning 
Quality Professional Cleaning

Weekly • Bi-Weekly • Monthly 
REFERENCES AVAILABLE 

20 Years Experience-Bonded & Insured

480.833.1027

Not Enough Time in the day? Call

kjelandscape.com • ROC#281191

480-586-8445

• One Month Free Service

• Licensed, Bonded Insured
for your protection.

• Call or Text for a Free Quote

Complete Lawn Service 
& Weed Control

Starting @ $60/Month!  GENERAL REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE
 ELECTRICAL
 FAN INSTALLATIONS
 PLUMBING
 CARPENTRY
 HOME ENTERTAINMENT HOOKUPS

 RON MINER

480-233-1834 
480-736-1599

Your Honey-Do  
HANDYMAN

Not a licensed contractor

 
This space is 

AVAILABLE!
6 Issues FULL COLOR $165 

 Issues BLACK & WHITE $140            

Call 480.966.0837 
for information.

 
This space is 

AVAILABLE!
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Call 480.966.0837 
for information.

 
This space is 

AVAILABLE!
6 Issues FULL COLOR $165 

 Issues BLACK & WHITE $140            

Call 480.966.0837 
for information.

602.825.2580

• Kitchen • Bathroom 
• Office • Laundry

FREE CABINET DESIGN 
Redrockcabinets.com 
Visit our showroom @

5865 W. Ray Road, St. 2 
Chandler - 85226
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Wrangler Classifieds • 30 words/2 issues/$20 
Place your ad at wranglernews.com or call 480-966-0837

Wrangler News is distributed every other 
Saturday throughout the year to 20,000 homes 

& rack locations in Tempe & Chandler

‘The Valley’s Best Community Newspaper’ 
              — Phoenix magazine 

Editor: Joyce Coronel 

Published since 1991 by Newslink LLC 

Don Kirkland, Founder & Publisher

 Photography: Billy Hardiman  
Community Outreach: Noah Kutz

Contributors: Alex Zener, M.V. Moorhead, 
Diana Nelson, Noah Kutz, Sammie Ann Wicks, 

Nicholas Johnsen, Janie Magruder 
Offices: Warner Century Plaza, 2145 E. Warner Road, Suite 102 

(Warner Road at Price/101 Fwy) Tempe, AZ 85284

(480) 966-0845 
 

• Advertising: Option 1 • News: Option 2 • Other calls: Option 3 
We welcome your stories, photos — and ideas! Feel free to call with article  
suggestions.We accept manuscripts and photographs from area residents 

about topics of interest 
to our community.  

 
Sorry, we do not accept paid “advertorials.” 

Articles appearing in this publication represent the opinion of the 
writer and not necessarily that of Wrangler News or Newslink LLC. 
Acceptance of advertising does not constitute an endorsement of 
the described products or services. We reserve the right to reject 

advertising or other content that we feel does not meet the needs or 
interests of our readership. 

 To place a vacation stop and for other delivery requests, send email 
to editor@wranglernews.com or call (480) 966-0845, Option 3. 

Full, downloadable copies of recent issues, along with a searchable 
database of past articles and a complete Media Kit with rates & 

information, are available at www.WranglerNews.com. 

Wrangler News is printed by Tempe-based Signature Offset 
on partially recycled newsprint with ink 

made from 98 percent soy content 
 

Copyright © 2019

T H E  P L A C E  W E  C A L L  H O M E

 T E M P E  &  W E S T  C H A N D L E R

WRANGLER
NEWS

For Sale
Horse trailer: 2008 Horse Trailer BrenderUp Baron One SL. Sliding 
wall converts the tack compartment to dressing compartment. Handles 
beautifully. Horses up to 18 hands. Email brenderup_baron_1@outlook.
com 
Lawnmower: 20” McLane self-propelled lawnmower $200.00 Call 480-839-
1472. Leave a message. 8/19
Moving sale: Luxury Lift Lazy Boy recliner $225; desk hutch, $65; two 
large metal garage shelves, $45 each; antique chest, $150; patio table, $35; 
480-759-1623 and leave a message 9/21

Wanted by Collector: Collector wants to buy OLDER model 22 Rimfire 
rifles and handguns. Consider others. Will pay reasonable prices. I Do Not 
Sell Guns. Call Lee 602-448-6487 with what you have. 1/20

Help Wanted
Great Harvest Bread  Co. is looking for both customer service and  baking 
team members. Pay is DOE. Call 480-777-1141 or stop in and fill out an 
application, 1730 E. Warner Rd., Tempe
Outdoor sales positon in the S. Tempe Area. 8-10 hrs/day. July 2,3 and 4. 
Must be outgoing, friendly & reliable. $12/hour cash. Email: ospjob13@
gmail.com 7/19
Part-time Financial Secretary position available. Responsibilities include: 
Preparing payroll, vendor checks, processing receipts from church 
members and other parties. Reporting would include: Monthly F.S., 
quarterly contribution reporting to the membership.etc; call 480-820-9944 
7/20/19

Services
Air Conditioning — Is your AC Blowing HOT?? AC Repair, Maintenance, 
and Installation. Honest, Affordable. I live nearby and can usually respond 
within the same day!! ROC#319949 Licensed Master Technician - Call 
Jason 602-989-0772   8/19
Cabinets—We can guide you through the new cabinet process for your 
kitchen, bath or laundry room; call Jim @ 602-825-2580; Red Rock Cabinet 
Co.  7/19
Carpentry — Carpentry, Concrete, Drywall, Stucco, Roofing, Electrical, 
Plumbing, Painting, Patios, Additions, Kitchens, Bathrooms. Call Roger 
480-215-3373. rchildcustomcarpentry@cox.net. Plans if needed. Lic. Bond. 
Ins. 7/19
Carpet Cleaning – 3 ROOMS ONLY $79.99 CARPET CLEANING BONDED 
& INSURED 
Construction Drawings—Plans by Design AZ LLC; Construction drawings 
for Remodels, Additions and Stand Alone buildings. 
Call Rodger Anderson 480-223-3123 plansbydesignaz@outlook.com

Concrete — All your concrete needs. Quality concrete work, slabs, footings 
, pavers , re-route sprinklers, hard landscaping. Tempe based since 1996.
nice guys. tel, text 480 215 3373 e mail rchildcustomcarpentry@cox.net. 
Lic, bonded and Ins. 7/19
Dog walking and pet sitting— Our mission: to provide your pets with 
extraordinary love and attention while you are away. Services: Dog-walking, 
Pet-sitting, Overnights in your home. References available. Call and book 
today! 480.220.0521, thepawsquad2019@gmail.com. 8/19
Drywall, Stucco and paint—Call or text for a free estimate: 480-215-3373. 
All textures perfect match. Compare our prices to non-licensed contractors. 
Discount for vets and teachers. 4/20
Electrical Plus—30 years’ experience specializing in electrical, carpentry 
and handyman work. Quality work at reasonable prices. Not a licensed 
contractor. Call Mark at (480) 897-7838.  1/20
Flight lessons—Ever wanted to experience flight? Now is your chance. 
Local instructor available for flying lessons or just a single flight experience. 
27 years’ experience commercial pilot. Call or text (602-505-9945) 8/19
Garage Door — Garage Door Service, Broken Springs Replaced.  Prompt 
professional service, Repair & Installation, no extra charge for evenings and 
weekends. Not a licensed contractor. 480-251-8610. 7/19
Handyman — Handy Man Dan for all your home and yard repairs, call 
Dan at 480-763-8379. Carpentry, plumbing, painting, electrical. I do it all. 
Specializing in the Kyrene Corridor. Local Resident with over 20 years’ 
experience. Not a licensed contractor, just a perfectionist. Free Estimates. 
8/20
Handyman — Honey-Do Handyman – General Repair and Maintenance. 
Electrical, home entertainment hookups, plumbing, install ceiling fans, 
fixtures, phone jacks and most repair jobs. Clean, neat and dependable. 25 
years’ experience. Not a licensed contractor - Make your list and call Ron 
480-233-1834 or 480-736-1599. 
Handyman—Reed’s Handyman Service—20 year South Tempe resident 
can help with variety of small home repairs: plumbing, electrical, flooring 
and much more. Not a licensed contractor. Call Lance for estimate 480-
329-0611 1/20
House Cleaning — PERSONAL TOUCH CLEANING - Serving the Valley 
for Over 25 Years. Affordable Service with Quality and Reliability. All 
Supplies Furnished. Excellent references. 480-838-4066 or 602-481-
7000 1/20
House Cleaning — JENNIFER’S HOUSE CLEANING – Not enough time in a 
day?? We provide quality professional cleaning! Super dependable. Weekly, 
Bi-weekly, Monthly. Call for a free phone quote. References avail. 20 years’ 
experience Bonded – AG0601, insured-46871. It’s a CLEAR choice!!! CALL 
480-833-1027.  8/19
House Cleaning — Need help cleaning? Don’t have time, or don’t 
want to spend your days off cleaning? I’m here to help. Trustworthy, 
reliable, honest, friendly, dedicated with references upon request! 
Personaltouchcleaning.info 480-331-5234

Call for FREE Estimate. 480-838-4066 or 602-481-7000. 12/19
Landscaping –Landscaping, sprinkler services, weed prevention. Regular 
maintenance, one time clean ups, new installs. Accepting new customers. 
Call 480-710-8738    3/19
Landscaping–– Yard cleanup and maintenance, trees and bushes trimmed, 
lawn service, weed control, debris removal.  Weekly, bi-weekly, monthly or 
one time clean-up. Free estimates. 20 years’ experience, Call Rob 602-431-
1305.  10/19
Painting — Village Painting – Interior/Exterior painting, drywall repair 
with texture matching, custom faux finishes, and cabinets. Small jobs also 
welcome. (ROC#069679) CALL  (480) 814-1588. 7/19
Piano lessons — Certified, experienced teacher. All ages and abilities. Call 
or text 480 529-4505 for more information  9/19
Pool Equipment repair/replacement—Weekly Service, GREEN pool 
Clean-ups , the only company where the owner has a degree in hydrology! 
Insured, Certified Pool Operator, Arizona Oasis Pool Service & Repair, 480-
694-1158.  8/19
Remodeling — JAK Construction Inc. – Specializing in all phases of 
construction. Rain gutters, Downspouts, Aluminum and Vinyl siding, AZ 
rooms, replacement windows & doors, overhang trims/eaves. We love 
small jobs! Call (480) 820-8711. Licensed, bonded and insured. ROC 
#112275.  7/19
Remodeling — English Building Company, LLC, General Contractor, 
Your Neighborhood Contractor, Remodeling, Additions, Kitchens, 
Bathrooms, See Project Pictures and Customer references online at www.
englishbuilding.net, Tempe Native, Licensed, Bonded, Insured ROC 189470 
Call today for a free estimate  480-603-8813.  7/19
RJ Painting Services—Residential and commercial painting. Interior & 
Exterior. All kinds of painting and drywall and popcorn removal. Stucco 
repair and epoxy floors and pool decks. Staining kitchen cabinets. 100% 
satisfaction guaranteed. Free estimates. Call Juan 602-367-1900. 9/19
R&M Home works, LLC — Electrical, plumbing, drywall, painting, 
carpentry and more. Free estimates. Call Randy (480) 235-6031. Not a 
licensed contractor. 10/18
Sprinkler & Drip Irrigation Repair— Aqua Masters specializing in System 
Check-ups; Valves, Heads, Timers; Leak Detection; Wire locating and 
Troubleshooting;  Brown Spots and Low Pressure Problems; 30 years’ 
experience, Quality Service 480-478-0073 or AquaMastersAZ.com  12/6
Tile/Granite — Tile and Stone Installations. Lic., bonded and insured. 
Serving the valley since 1974. Discounts to Wrangler readers. Free 
estimates, call Bob Lukert. 480-510-4650.  8/19
Window Cleaning— 1-story $145 / 2-story $165 inside & out up to 30 
panes (add’l panes $3 ea) screen cleaning $3.00 per pane Power Washing 
/ Sun Screens / Re-Screening John’s Window Cleaning (480) 201-6471   
2/20
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Be a legend. 
Insure your life.

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)

Bloomington, IL

With the right life insurance, 
you can leave a legacy for 
your family. I’m here to help.
LET’S TALK TODAY.

1708145

Mary Contreras, Agent
2145 E Warner Road
Tempe, AZ  85284
Bus: 480-775-7788

mary.contreras.gpdf@statefarm.com
Hablamos Español

Yeti Coolers, Duracell Auto Keys & Fobs, Traeger & Weber Grills, 
Scott’s Lawn Products & Craftsman Tools, Window & Door Screen 

Repair, Glass Cutting, Window Repair, Lock Re-keying, 
Paint Color Matching, Propane Exchange,

Auto Chip Key Cutting & MORE!

 1805 E. Baseline Rd. Tempe
SE Corner of Baseline & McClintock

 480.839.2623

KITCHEN CABINET REFINISHING

Kyrene schools 
praised for 
good behavior
By Diana Nelson 

Good behavior, we all know, pays off. And the 
Kyrene School District found confirmation of that 
truism with recognition for its success with a coveted 
U.S. Department of Education-inspired program.

Good student behavior in Kyrene earned 
recognition with an achievement award by the 
Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports of 
Arizona.

Three schools in the district—Mariposa, Aprende 
and Paloma—received awards of merit for adopting 
a clearly defined PBIS framework, which supports 
the academic, social, emotional and behavioral 
competence of all students. 

PBIS is an approach schools can use to improve 
school safety and to promote positive behavior. It 
also helps schools decide how to respond to a child 
who misbehaves.

At its core, PBIS calls on schools to teach kids 
about behavior, just as they would teach about any 
other subject—like reading or math. 

PBIS guidelines realize that kids can only 
meet behavior expectations if they know what the 
expectations are—so, a key to a school successfully 
using PBIS is that everyone knows what’s appropriate 
behavior and what is not. No matter the activity—in 
class, at lunch and on the bus—kids understand 
what’s expected of them.

Kyrene de la Mariposa students earned kudos for 

their display of positive behavior and the program 
has led to a dramatic reduction in the number of 
referrals or discipline, according to Carolyn Payne, 
assistant principal.

“Mariposa’s PBIS framework has improved the 
academic and behavioral success for students in 
pre-school through the fifth grade,” said Payne. 
“Referrals have decreased significantly, by 52 
percent, when comparing August 2018 to August 
2019.”

And, all students benefit because the teachers are 
spending less time on correcting bad behavior.

“The use of common language, defined 
expectations that have been taught and reinforced, 
and monthly data monitoring have led to increased 
instructional time and a safer school climate,” said 
Payne.  

The Mariposa staff uses specific guidelines to 
promote consistent and predictable behavior across 
the school, explained Payne. 

“While praise is public, correction is private - with 
the focus on teaching behavior with dignity,” said 
Payne. “The PBIS expectations at Mariposa are: Be 
Respectful, Be Responsible, Be Safe.”

These expectations are reinforced daily and the 
frequent review of behavioral data, throughout the 
school year, helps staff to make adjustments in how 
to best teach the expectations. 

Students also use the common language and know 
the appropriate behavior in every situation. They also 
receive positive reinforcement and recognition when 
they observe the consistent, outlined behavioral 
steps. 

As an incentive, Mariposa staff created a spinning 
wheel that earns them specific prizes. 

“Positive recognition includes earning a CHIP 
Cheer ticket for being respectful, responsible, or safe. 
Behavior steps include re-teaching and setting goals 
for success,” said Payne.

“And, students say they love spinning the wheel 

when their name is drawn and they like the choices 
offered on ways to spend their tickets.”

PBIS has a few important guiding principles: 
every child can learn proper behavior; tracking a 
child’s behavioral progress is important; and schools 
must gather and use data to make decisions about 
behavior problems.

According to the PBISAz website, earning a merit 
status indicates “a school’s commitment to improving 
the school’s climate by sharing fidelity data and their 
journey toward high success. School climate and 
safety matter, and the PBISAz Achievement Award is 
your badge of honor to show teachers, students and 
families how much you care.” 

For their efforts, PBISAz provides participating 
schools with a poster and signage along with 
statewide recognition. In addition to the three 
schools in the Kyrene district, the Tempe Elementary 
district has seven schools that received merit 
recognition and another seven schools who earned 
the higher-level silver award.

Three Kyrene schools—Mariposa, Aprende and Paloma—
were recently recognized for their Positive Behavior 
Interventions and Supports program. 

— Wrangler News file photo
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Join us  at  Vicini ty:  Tempe!  

Knowledgeable. 
Trustworthy. 
Professional. 
Experienced. 

Work with a Top Producer        
for Realty Executives                          

who is a community expert. 
Nick has over 25 years               

experience helping buyers  
and sellers in the area. KyreneCorridorHomes.com    602-803-6425 

October 25 
6:30 to 9:30 pm at Big Surf 

As a proud Board Member of the Tempe Community Action Agency, I 
invite you to join us for this super fun event benefiting the most needy 
in our community! Surround yourself with hundreds of amazing people 
and enjoy local brew, wine and food while participating in an awesome 
raffle and charity auction. Add live local music by Walt Richardson, 
and who could ask for more?  Early bird pricing through 10/12!   

Get more details at NickBastian.com/Vicinity-Tempe. 

Final Word

The price of integrity: 
A childhood lesson 
newly learned

By Joyce Coronel

“We’re going to have to cut about 
300 words from your story,” the 
middle-aged editor told me with 

a slight frown. As an eager young 
reporter, I’d labored and toiled to 
compose a complex article for a local 
newspaper, agonizing over every word 
and punctuation mark. 

“But why? That’s a big chunk of my 
work!” I asked, trying not to whine. 

“We need to get an ad on that page,” 
he told me with a matter-of-fact tone. 

Fast forward a few years and now 
I’m the one making such businesslike 
decisions. Advertising, I learned 
on that day with my editor of long 
ago, is the lifeblood of publications. 
Without it, we couldn’t pay our writers, 
our photographers or our rent. We 
wouldn’t be able to afford our printing 
or distribution costs or the money 
we pay every so often to our lifesaver 

of a tech-savvy guy, Matt. Not only 
that, but you wouldn’t be reading this 
commentary because Wrangler News 
simply would not exist. (Perish the 
thought…)

And while advertising revenue 
helps keep us in business, it doesn’t 
define our values, dictate our ethics or 
dominate our list of priorities. 

As longtime writers, editors and 
newspaper people, our Wrangler 
News owner Don Kirkland and I have 
ink in our veins. We’re devoted to 
bringing our readers local news with 
flair and good humor. We love what 
we do and are not among the many 
unfortunate souls who despise their 
work and count down the days to the 
weekend—or, perhaps even better, 
retirement. We feel called to our 
vocation as communicators and will 
never compromise our values for the 
sake of revenue. 

This summer, we were faced with a 
choice to publish an ad we felt violated 
our principles. The prospective client 
was willing to pay generously, so 
sticking with our values loomed as a 
costly decision. Unless you’re in the 
ice cream business, the hotter months 
in our area are generally hard on 
business, with many suffering loss of 
revenue. 

No, we don’t sell ice cream here 

at Wrangler News (though we do 
endeavor to have, forgive me, delicious 
stories in every issue) so we did have 
a bit of a dip in sales over the summer 
months. The significant money we were 
offered by the potential advertising 
client would have ameliorated that 
situation.

Nevertheless, we truly believe 
that abiding by our principles of 
community mindedness is our way 
of demonstrating to you, our readers, 
that we cannot be bought. We remain 
committed to publishing family-
friendly stories about our area’s 
residents, businesses, schools and 
churches and doing so with integrity. 

That’s a word we don’t seem to hear 
much anymore. How unfortunate.  

However, I still remember the day 
I learned what the word meant, and it 
still has the same influence on me—
perhaps even more—than it did then. 

I was 11 years old and sitting at the 
table with my parents and siblings as 
we had dinner and dissected the day’s 
events. We had our mother and father’s 
undivided attention and if the phone 
rang, we weren’t allowed to answer it. 
This was sacred family time, not to be 
interrupted, as we kids asked questions 
and talked about what happened at 
school that day. 

“What does the word integrity 

mean?” I asked my mom that particular 
evening. She chewed carefully and then 
set down her fork. 

“See that man sitting there, your 
father?” she queried, indicating 
my soft-spoken dad, an advertising 
executive, as fate would have it. “That’s 
integrity.”  

And I knew exactly what she 
meant. If Dad said something, it was 
true. He would never act dishonorably 
or tolerate anything unsavory or 
underhanded. Since that day, I’ve 
endeavored to live up to that and 
instill that value in my own children. 
My father never would have had to 
stop and think about publishing an ad 
that promoted anything ignoble. He 
was a man of principle who refused to 
compromise his values, even if it cost 
him. 

So here’s to you, Dad. And to 
you, our readers. We appreciate 
the trust you have placed in us to 
bring you stories that matter about 
people you care about, right here in 
your neighborhood. We hope you’ll 
continue to help us do that by telling 
those around you that Wrangler News 
is a great way to connect with our 
community. 

Integrity: It can’t be bought or sold. 
It’s what we hope defines us.
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“Join me for all the fun!”
Michael Pooack

VOTED #1
BEST BUDGET MOVIE THEATER
ABC “THE LIST” - “COOLEST MOVIE THEATERS ACROSS AMERICA”

POLLACK
CINEMAS

1 8 25  EAST  E L L IOT  ROAD   T EMPE ,  AZ   85284   ( SOUTHEAST  CORNER  OF  E L L IOT  &  M CCL INTOCK )

480-345-6461
POLLACKTEMPECINEMAS.COM

• FAMILY FUN FOR LESS!
• VIDEO GAME ARCADE
• NEW THEATER SEATING 
• $2.50 TUESDAYS!


