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For N.C. A&T University, the loss
is $1,621,622.00.

NC Central University is also los-
ing, to the tune of $1,358,898.00 

And Shaw University in Raleigh
can certainly use the $809,352.00 it is
missing out on.

In all, ten historically Black col-
leges and universities (HBCUs) in
North Carolina, not to mention
many more across the country, will
not see  a penny of the federal fund-
ing they are supposed to receive
from the Future Act, a federal law,
established in 2008, which reautho-

rizes "…$255 million in critical fund-
ing for "Minority Serving
Institutions (MSIs) for the next two
years, including $85 million for
HBCUs," according to Rep. Alma
Adam's (D-NC-12) office.

"This legislation provides HBCUs,
tribal colleges, Hispanic-Serving
Institutions, and others funding to
strengthen STEM (science, technolo-
gy, engineering and math) pro-
grams, improve infrastructure and
equip campuses with the technology
they need to prepare students for
21st century jobs," Rep. Adams'
office continued.

As co-chair of the Congressional

Congressional drama 
hurts N.C. HBCU funding

Please see FUNDING/Page 2

You unfortunately committed a
felon when you were young, and you
have served your time.

However, according to North
Carolina law, as long as you are still
legally classified as a felon due to pro-
bation or parole, even after you've
served your sentence and have been
released from prison, you do not have
the right to vote.

For over 70,000 formerly incarcerat-
ed North Carolinians, this is their
reality. They say the law mandating
their citizenship disenfranchisement
is unfair and unconstitutional, and
last week, a lawsuit was filed to have
that 1971 measure overturned.

"This fight is deeply personal to
me," Dennis Gaddy, an ex-felon and
Executive Director of Community
Success Initiative (CSI), a nonprofit
organization that works with the for-
merly incarcerated to help them re-
enter society, told reporters last week
during a press conference announcing
the lawsuit.

"When North Carolina excluded

November 24, 2019 - Bill Cosby
breaks his silence, granting his first
exclusive interview since beginning
his sentence at SCI-Phoenix, a maxi-
mum-security Pennsylvania peniten-
tiary near Philadelphia.

Today, in a special phone call with

the National Newspaper Publishers
Association's BlackPressUSA.com,
Cosby said he's spending his time help-
ing to teach and encourage a large pop-
ulation of African American inmates -
men he calls residents - via Mann Up, a
prison reform program.

The 82-year-old educator and award-
winning TV producer/director/come-
dian was sentenced to serve 3-to-10-
years in Pennsylvania's prison system

following his September 2018 convic-
tion on charges of aggravated indecent
assault.

Unless he receives relief from the
state's appellate courts, Cosby said he
fully anticipates serving his entire sen-
tence, saying he's not guilty and will
never admit to something he didn't do.

CC
hairwoman Rep. Karen Bass (D-
Calif.) led a delegation of
Congressional Black Caucus mem-
bers to the U.S.-Mexico border on
Friday in San Ysidro, California,

where they said they witnessed first-hand the

deplorable treatment and plight of Black immi-
grants.

Bass, Congresswoman Barbara Lee (D-CA), and
Congresswoman Yvette Clarke (D-NY), each said they
wanted to examine the treatment - and call attention
to the mistreatment - of African immigrants at the
border, including the October 1 death of 37-year-old

Please see LAWSUIT/Page 3
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Bernest Hewett is President

Emeritus of the Brunswick
County Branch of the NAACP.
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SENATOR LAMAR ALEXANDER

ATKINSON GADDY

BBYY  CCAASSHH  MMIICCHHAAEELLSS
OF THE WILMINGTON JOURNAL

Members of the Congressional Black Caucus, Rep. Karen Bass (D-CA) (center), Rep. Barbara Lee
(D-CA) (fourth from left), and Congresswoman Yvette Clarke (D-NY) (far left), along with local
Congressman, Rep. Juan Vargas (second from left), visited a shelter for African asylum-seekers in
Tijuana November 22, 2019. Attorney Nana Gyamfi, the executive director of the Black Alliance for
Just Immigration (far right), joined the group at the border.
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Bi-partisan HBCU Caucus,
alumna of NC A &T
University and former
employee at Bennett College
for Women in Greensboro for
forty years, it was expected
that Adams would be the lead
sponsor of key legislation
supportive of HBCUs, espe-
cially in North Carolina.

And indeed, her reautho-
rization of the Future Act

passed the US House in
September with bipartisan
support just weeks before the
Sept. 30th deadline, and was
sent to the U.S. Senate for final
approval before becoming law.

However, that's where the
legislation stalled, when Sen.
Lamar Alexander (R-TN)
chairman of the Senate
Education Committee,
stopped it from proceeding,
saying that he preferred "a
long-term solution," as
opposed to a reauthorization.
Beyond Sen. Tim Scott (R-

SC), no other Senate
Republicans were interested
in passing the measure.

Many saw Sen. Alexander's
move as a way to gain leverage
for issues he wants addressed
before passage and have asked
him to reconsider in light of
the damage the loss of funding
would do for all 102 HBCUs
across the nation.

"We should pass the bipar-
tisan Future Act instead of
playing politics with valu-
able and under-resourced
institutions," said ranking

committee member Sen.
Patty Murray (D-Wash) on
the Senate floor.

Rep. Adams, who co-spon-
sored the House bill with
North Carolina Republican
colleague Rep. Mark Walker
of Greensboro, was also not
pleased.

"It is shocking and illogical
that Sen. Alexander has
refused to do his job and pass
this vital legislation, critical
for the success of HBCUs and
students of color," Rep.
Adams said in a statement,

adding, "This is devastating!" 
The HBCUs desperately

needing the funding also
weighed in.

North Carolina Central
University supports the
immediate passage of the
Future Act that has provided
critical assistance to our uni-
versity and nearly all
Historically Black Colleges
and Universities (HBCUs),"
said Dr. Michael D. Page,
Director of External Affairs
and Government Relations at
NCCU.

FUNDING
Continued from Page 1

Cameroon immigrant Nebane
Abienwi.

Attorney Nana Gyamfi, the
executive director of the Black
Alliance for Just Immigration,
joined the group at the border.

"It was a very frustrating
experience today," Bass said
from the border during an
exclusive conference call with
publishers, editors, and writers
for the National Newspaper
Publishers Association
(NNPA), the trade association
that represents the newspaper
and media companies that
comprise the Black Press of
America.

"We crossed the border into
Tijuana, Mexico, and we met
with a group of Black immi-
grants from Cameroon, Sierra
Leone, and other African coun-
tries. Some who have made
unbelievable journeys," Bass
stated.

The CBC Chair and her col-
leagues blasted the Trump
administration and its policies
toward immigrants, particu-
larly those from countries that
consist predominately of peo-
ple of color.

Bass described the sobering
plight of a Black migrant from
the Democratic Republic of the
Congo.

"The first child separated

from her mother was from a
family from the Democratic
Republic of Congo. The child
was sent to Illinois while the
mother, who spoke French, was
detained at the border," Bass
stated.

"This happens as our coun-
try grapples with [a presi-
dent] who makes it clear that
he welcomes immigrants
from places like Norway, but
not 'sh-thole' countries. He's
breaking the law.
International law states that
if you are from a country
that's experiencing distress,
you can request asylum.
Trump has done everything
he can to block that and to
make the United States not
compliant with international
law," Bass noted.

In the case of Abienwi, the
Cameroonian died in the cus-
tody of the U.S. Immigration
and Customs Enforcement
after experiencing a hyper-
tensive event at the Otay
Mesa Detention Center in
San Diego.

Reportedly, he was unre-
sponsive and appeared para-
lyzed on his left side when he
arrived at the hospital. After
undergoing treatment for a
brain hemorrhage, Bass said
Abienwi was taken off life sup-
port against his family's wishes
and died.

Doctors listed his official
cause of death as brain death
due to a brain hemorrhage.

"Thousands of African and
Caribbean immigrants who
immigrate to the United States
of America are treated as if
they are invisible," Bass stated.

"Many arrived in South
America and then walked
north, all to be dehumanized
and mistreated at our southern
border. We [went] to the border
to hear what they have been
through. They are an impor-
tant piece of this story," Bass
said.

In a statement, officials at
ICE said they're still in the
process of reviewing Abienwi's
death.

According to various pub-
lished reports, the Department
of Homeland Security records
had revealed that Abienwi
applied for admission into the
country at the San Ysidro Port
of Entry without proper paper-
work on September 5.

He was taken into custody by
ICE on September 19, 2019.

Bass said his death remains
a mystery and is cause for con-
cern.

CBC members also pointed
to a recent Pew Research
Center study that revealed that
there are more than 4.2 million
Black immigrants in the
United States, with Africa, the
Caribbean, and Latin America
making positive contributions
to the United States.

However, those immigrants
are at a higher risk for arrest,
detention, and abuse because

of racial profiling and racial
bias, according to the Pew
report.

"We need to shed some light
on what is taking place here as
it relates to Black immigrants
from the Caribbean and
Africa," stated Lee, the chair
and majority leader of the
House Task Force on Poverty,
Income Inequality, and
Opportunity.

"They came here fleeing
from violence in their own
countries, getting to a place
where they thought they could
be treated humanely," Lee stat-
ed. "It's been the opposite. They
are dehumanized, treated in a
racist fashion, and then stuck
at a border town.

"I hope the Black communi-
ty understands that this is
another example of Trump's
racist policies to make
America White again. We see
that every step of the way in
this process.

"Black America has to rise
up. This has got to stop."

Lee added that she's putting
out a call to Black profession-
als, be it psychiatrists, social
workers, and others that their
help is needed to help people of
color at the border.

"They desperately need our
help. Certainly, some Black pro-
fessionals can provide services
that are needed to help them,"
Lee stated.

"A lot of them will get very
sick, a lot are traumatized and

already unhealthy. They will
need to be able to survive -
they're barely surviving now.
I'm issuing the call. This is yet
another stain on America."

Clarke, the chair of the
House Task Force on
Immigration for the CBC, said
it's tough to fathom what Black
immigrants face at the border.

"These people are resilient,
they have gone through quite a
few things in their homeland
that drove them to try and get
to the land of the free and the
home of the brave," Clarke stat-
ed.

"We have to speak for them.
They don't have a voice. These
are people who will be perse-
cuted if they return to their
homeland where there is geno-
cide, other hardships, and vio-
lence," she stated.

"We have to be their voices.
The Trump policies are totally
illegal."

Gyamfi, of the Black
Alliance for Just Immigration,
said she was moved by what
she witnessed.

"You can look in their eyes.
They had a sense that finally,
they're looking at people who
look like us, and who actually
care," Gyamfi stated.

"They heard the voices of
our leadership. But they see the
anti-Blackness throughout the
entire system. This is a human-
itarian crisis where human
rights violations are happen-
ing daily."

BORDER
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Displayed remorse is generally
a required prerequisite to
obtaining parole or a shortened
sentence.

During the exclusive inter-
view with NNPA, Cosby was
candid, vivid and outspoken.

Andrew Wyatt, Cosby's
spokesman, was also on the
call, where Cosby stressed that
there would be no ground rules
or restrictions. No topics were
off-the-table for discussion.

Cosby received no special
treatment from the facility for
this interview. Because
inmates are only allowed to
remain on phone calls for 15-
minutes, Cosby had to call back
multiple times in order to com-
plete today's interview.

"I have eight years and nine
months left," Cosby stated.
"When I come up for parole,
they're not going to hear me say
that I have remorse. I was there.
I don't care what group of peo-
ple come along and talk about
this when they weren't there.
They don't know."

He said his trials were a
sham, unjust and not fair.

"It's all a set up. That whole
jury thing. They were
imposters," Cosby stated.

"Look at the woman who
blew the whistle," he said, allud-
ing to the potential juror who
overheard a seated juror pro-
claim before the trial that, "he's
guilty, we can all go home now."

"Then she went in and
came out smiling, it's some-
thing attorneys will tell you
is called a payoff," Cosby stat-
ed. "I know what they've done
to my people. But my people
are going to view me and say,
'that boy looks good. That boy
is strong.' I have too many
heroes that I've sat with. Too
many heroes whom I listened
to like John Henrik Clarke,
Kenneth Clark, and Dorothy
Height. Those people are very
strong, and they saw the
rejection of their people. This
is political. I can see the
whole thing."

"I am a privileged man in
prison," he stated.

During the call, Cosby
referred to his small cell as "my
penthouse."

He revisited his famous 2004
"Pound Cake" speech and clari-
fied that he probably should not
have addressed that controver-
sial dissertation to all African
Americans - the residents at
SCI-Phoenix make for the per-
fect audience, Cosby stated.

Cosby said he remains con-
cerned, however, for all of
Black America.

"They are under siege. This

thing with the drugs and the
different pockets of the neigh-
borhoods where it's going on.
When you look at what drugs
are doing… things that make
these people drive around and
shoot into crowds," Cosby said.

"The insanity of what is the
cause to the brain by all the
drugs these people are dealing
with. It's exactly what I warned
them about in 2004. They've
thrown education out the win-
dow.

"They've thrown respect for
the family out the window, and
they're blaming each other for
what's going on. There is post-
traumatic stress syndrome, and
there are also bad manners."

While inmates who spoke to
NNPA Newswire said they
were saddened to see an icon
like Cosby imprisoned, each
said they believe he's serving a
higher purpose. Cosby agreed.

"I don't belong to the Mann
Up Association, but it's a privi-
lege to come in and speak,"
Cosby stated. "I never wanted
them to lord me up (be put on a
pedestal). This is a great privi-
lege."

A weekly highlight for Cosby
since his incarceration, has
been the reform program,
Mann Up, where he is often the
featured speaker. The program
serves to encourage and
empower African American
men to strive for self-respect
and dignity, and to put their
family first.

Anthony "Benny-Do" Sutton,
Tyree Wallace, Robert Groves,
and Michael Butler, each spoke
from SCI-Phoenix to NNPA
Newswire about the program
and Cosby's influence.

"Every Tuesday, Mr. Cosby
and I sit down and talk before
the other residents come in and
he explains to me what moves I
need to make so that Mann Up
can be a success," stated Sutton,
56, who has spent his entire
adult life in prison.

"He says to always remember
to work as a team. We are all in
this life together and Mr. Cosby
is a political prisoner and he
tells us that we've got to save
our babies. We can't be out
there killing our children and
our women," Sutton stated.

Wallace, who has served
more than two decades in
prison, said Cosby has also
opened his eyes because of his
authenticity.

"This powerful man, one of
the best comics, a legend and
here he is with us," Wallace told
NNPA Newswire.

"Mr. Cosby comes into the
room with his fist in the air and
all of these men rise up and
applaud him. He gives us so
much wisdom and the Mann
Up program is the perfect vehi-

cle. He told us a story about his
mother, and how she would
have him clean the hallways
after guys would go and uri-
nate. He said he'd ask her why
he had to clean it, and she told
him that you have to clean
where you live," Wallace said.

Groves and Butler echoed
their peers.

Both have served more than
a dozen years in prison and
said Cosby's presence has
helped them to see their lives
differently.

Cosby recalled entering
Temple University as a young
man in the 1960s and his
desire to become a teacher.

"I'm not a psychiatrist, and
I'm not a psychologist. I'm an
educator, and what I look for-
ward to is talking to this
group of 400 or so men. Some
of them here are in their 70s,
in their 50s, their 40s, 30s, and
20s," Cosby said.

"I tell them what I know
and what I feel. I feel that
everything that I said in 2004,
there is a light [behind it],"
Cosby stated.

"The mistake I made [in
2004] is making it sound like
all the people were making
the infractions, and that's not
true."

Cosby stated that he
believes he's in the right place
at the right time because he's
spent his life and career try-
ing to reach African
American men.

"I'm looking at a state
[Pennsylvania] that has a huge
number of prisons, and the one
I'm in, thankfully, has the
largest population of African
Americans," Cosby stated.

"These are guys who are also
from Philadelphia, where I
grew up. Many of them are
from the neighborhood.
Michael Eric Dyson said 'Bill
Cosby is rich and forgot where
he came from.'

"That's not true. I'm not call-
ing him a liar; I'm saying that's
not true. What I'm saying is that
it's not the same neighborhood
as it was when I was coming up.

"The influx of drugs and
what they've done with their
own history. If they would pay
attention to these things and
put education first and respect
for others first…it's almost
insane to hear someone say
they don't know how to be a
father.

"As I said earlier, the revolu-
tion is in the home, and we've
got to put it there. Marvin
Gaye's 'What's Going On,' is
very prophetic in that too many
of us are dying in these neigh-
borhoods. Too many of us
dying and, another quote from
the song, is 'we've got to find a
way.'"

It's easy to see the devalua-
tion of the Black family by oth-
ers, Cosby stated.

He said the shelving of his
iconic "The Cosby Show" is
proof that those in power have
long conspired to remove any-
thing positive from the Black
community.

"When 'The Cosby Show'
came on with the Huxtables,
just think about it. While it was
running, other networks and
even the media were doing jobs
on trying to belittle whatever it
represented," Cosby stated.

Then, with 'A Different
World,' they really ramped up
the rhetoric. "While new shows
were coming and we had gone
off the air - this is the worst
time in the history of television
- I remember hearing shows
coming on advertising saying
this is not 'The Cosby Show,'
which is an indictment in itself.

"They did not like what 'The
Cosby Show' looked like for us,
and many of us traded into it.
Now, look at what has hap-
pened. They've taken every-
thing that I've done and swept it
into a place where it would not
be shown.

"Then, with 'A Different
World,' they really ramped up
the rhetoric. …I remember
hearing shows coming on
advertising saying this is not
'The Cosby Show,' which is an
indictment in itself," said Bill
Cosby "Thank goodness for TV
One and BET, but we've got to
respect ourselves. We've got to
have a very, very strong respect
for our history."

Behind the steel walls at SCI-
Phoenix, Cosby said he's at
peace.

His fellow residents often ask
about his contemporaries like
Richard Pryor, whom Cosby
once encouraged to use profan-
ity because it fit Pryor's act.

"It's a huge smile in my spir-
it. I can… use their own profan-
ity back at them. I'm saying
things to them like, 'how many
times if you have a lamp, do
you rub it, give it three wishes.
And, how many times can you
say mother f--r and things will
come true?" Cosby stated.

"Sometimes, you have to
turn on the conjugation of
things like slang. You speak it
in the home, and that's what I
said in 2004. It was the shock of
hearing, 'Where you is?', and
'Where you at?' and then hear
the parents say it too."

Cosby believes he's reaching
his fellow residents.

"I'm reaching them because
they want to be reached.
They're in prison. I don't forget
a saying, one I quoted or read in
a book, which says, 'I don't
know the secret to success, but I
do know the secret for failure.'

You can't please everybody. I
have a feeling that these people
[Mann Up participants] really
want somebody. They have rap-
pers here who are strong and
spirited people. They don't just
blame people; they say, 'we've
got to do it.'"

Cosby has also served as a
voice of reason in prison.

"I heard a guy say to some-
one that if someone did some-
thing he didn't like, he'd go out
and get all his boys and they'd
kill the fella. I said, how much
sense does that make? You call
your boys, and they want to kill
him," Cosby stated.

"I said to look at all the peo-
ple you've got involved, and
when you get caught, you are
all going to jail, and you got one
dead fella. 'Call if off,' I told the
guy. I said to him that you need
to call your friends, too."

Cosby often tells his fellow
residents about an epiphany he
had while serving in the Navy,
which has allowed him to
remain in good spirits while
behind bars.

"I got a wife, family, and
friends who are so happy that I
have something. I go into my
penthouse and lay down and
start to think about how I can
relay a message and give it on
Saturdays (during Mann Up
sessions) so that they would
hear it and feel it," Cosby stated.

"This Saturday, I gave a talk
dedicated to women. I told the
story of my wife, who said to
me when she got back home
after bringing our 43-year-old
daughter back home dead from
the hospital. It was the most dif-
ficult thing she's ever done in
her life, to sit there and watch
her daughter die," he stated.

"From there, I went into the
fact that mothers have some-
thing that we all have, which is
a navel. We have to respect our
mothers and our women. We've
got to stop buying drugs. If you
have no buyer, you can't sell,"
Cosby stated.

After calling back a third
time to complete the interview,
Cosby said he needed to express
the critical role the Black Press
has had in telling his story.

"Sixty-five years from now,
they will be quoting what
you've written about your fel-
low journalists. [Wyatt] has
information on how these
people have rejected the
truth. You have the informa-
tion too because you were in
that courtroom," he stated.

"I'm a privileged man. You
talk to [NNPA President and
CEO] Dr. Benjamin F. Chavis,
Jr., and he will tell you that
there is a history of Black
political imprisonment in
America, and it's repeating
itself in some kind of way."
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CCOONNGGRREESSSSIIOONNAALL
CCAANNDDIIDDAATTEE  FFIILLIINNGG
DDEELLAAYYEEDD  BBYY  CCOOUURRTT

[RALEIGH] Until a Wake
Superior Court three-judge
panel decides that new con-
gressional redistricting
maps are constitutional and

ready to be used in the
upcoming 2020 elections,
candidates for Congress will
not be allowed to file on
December 2nd, the begin-
ning of the filing period for
the March 2020 primaries.
State lawmakers recently
completed and approved
new congressional maps,
only to have them immedi-
ately challenged by
Democrats in court as
remaining partisan gerry-
manders. No word on when

the court will render a final
decision on the maps.

EELLOONN  PPOOLLLL  SSAAYYSS  MMOOSSTT
NNOORRTTHH  CCAARROOLLIINNIIAANNSS
WWAANNTT  CCOONNFFEEDDEERRAATTEE
SSTTAATTUUEESS  TTOO  SSTTAAYY  UUPP

[PITTSBORO] In the
aftermath of the
Confederate statue in
Pittsboro being taken down
in Chatham County, an Elon
University poll shows that a
majority of North
Carolinians surveyed are in

favor of monuments to the
Confederacy remaining up
on public property, despite
strong opinions that they
represent white supremacy.
Sixty-five percent of respon-
dents approve of the statues
staying out, as opposed to
just 35% wanting them
taken down. Seventy-three
percent, however, said that
they want the statues to
remain with added plaques
to provide historical con-
text.

FFEEMMAALLEE  PPRRIISSOONN  GGUUAARRDD
SSUUEESS  OOVVEERR  PPAAYY  
DDIISSCCRRIIMMIINNAATTIIOONN

[WHITEVILLE] A retired
female prison guard has
sued the NC Dept. of
Correction, claiming that
she was paid less than two
male colleagues, even
though they were all at the
same level. Captain Melissa
Evans retired from the
Columbus Correctional
Institute last April after
almost 30 years, but claims

she made $4,000 to $5,000
less annually than two male
counterparts, according to
her suit in federal court. A
spokesman for the medium-
security prison said he
couldn't comment on pend-
ing litigation.

STATE BRIEFSSTATE BRIEFS

CCOOMMPPIILLEEDD  
BBYY    CCAASSHH  MMIICCHHAAEELLSS

from its democracy people
with past convictions living

in a community, working
and contributing to society,
but still under probation and
parole, [the state] excluded
me and the people I devote
my life to serving," Gaddy,

who is also lead plaintiff in
the lawsuit, continued.

"For seven years, under
the statute we challenge
today, I lost that sacred right,
even after I fully returned to
society," Gaddy added. "We
serve as lead plaintiff here
today to end this unconstitu-
tional policy and bring a
sense of hope to those North
Carolinians who are seeking
to reintegrate into our com-
munities and society against
great odds."

CSI, along with the NC
NAACP and Justice Served

NC, another nonprofit advo-
cacy group, filed the suit
November 20 in Wake
Superior Court against
Republican legislative lead-
ers and the State Board of
Elections, "…seeking to re-
enfranchise approximately
70,000 North Carolinians
previously convicted of
felonies who have had their
right to vote taken away
under an unconstitutional
probation or post-release dis-
enfranchisement law,"
according to Forward
Justice, a non-profit civil

rights law firm in Durham.
"As the plaintiffs explain

in their lawsuit, North
Carolina General Statute §
13-1 violates at least four
guarantees of the North
Carolina Constitution: the
Free Elections Clause, the
Equal Protection Clause, the
Freedom of Speech and
Freedom of Assembly
Clauses, and the Ban on
Property Qualifications
Clause. The plaintiffs ask the
court to enjoin, or prohibit,
the statute's restriction on
North Carolinians currently
under state supervision from
registering and exercising
their right to vote."

Plaintiffs allege that the
statute places a restriction
on the electorate's ability to
vote in North Carolina based
on impermissible race and
class-based classifications.

"The importance of the
right to vote cannot be over-
stated," explained Diana
Powell, Executive Director of
Justice Served, "Quite sim-
ply, the vote is our voice in
our own lives. It gives us a
say over the direction of our
elected officials and the poli-
cies that govern our daily
experience. This right
should not be conditioned on
paying fees, restitution and
fines, or other terms of pro-
bation and parole, while our
neighbors and family mem-
bers with past convictions
are otherwise actively par-
ticipating and contributing
in our community, trying to
raise children and grand-
children, trying to live lives
that are healthy, and safe.

Every week, I work with peo-
ple who are in this situation.
They deserve, and they need,
a say in their own lives, and
this lawsuit is a necessary
step in our work to ensure
that reality."

"It is time for a new day in
North Carolina, where we
say no more to this racist
disenfranchisement policy
that is not only unconstitu-
tional in its origins and
impact, but that dishonors
our democratic commitment
to ensuring that North
Carolina elections reflect the
will of the people," said Rev.
Dr. T. Anthony Spearman,
President of the NC NAACP
. "The struggle over who has
access to the right to vote
has always been a fight over
who is included in the 'we' of
'we the people'," explained
Attorney Daryl Atkinson,
Co-director of Forward
Justice. "Our Constitution
requires that the State of
North Carolina recognize
that people living in our
communities, regardless of
past felony conviction, are a
part of that 'we' and the
votes and basic citizenship
of more than 70,000 North
Carolinians cannot be
denied. As we seek an expe-
dited review of our claims
and full relief for those
injured under this unconsti-
tutional scheme, we are
proud to represent these
courageous plaintiffs, who
in one voice are telling the
State today that the time of
illegal disenfranchisement,
based on conviction status,
is over in North Carolina."

LAWSUIT
Continued from Page 1
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VViissuuaall  VVooiiccee
The Wilmington Journal was founded on
the principle of the Black Press Credo. The
Black Press believes that America can best
lead the world away from racial and
national antagonism when it accords to

every person, regardless of race, color or creed, full human and
legal rights. Hating no person in the firm belief that all are hurt as
long as anyone is held back.

The Wilmington Journal welcomes letters from its readers. All
letters are subject to editing. We will not publish pseudonymous
letters. All correspondence must include a home address and a
daytime phone number. All correspondence must be signed,
unless it is e-mailed. Letters may be sent to our Physical Address:
412 S. 7th Street, 28401 or our Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1020,
28402. We also accept letters via e-mail at wilmjourn@aol.com or
via fax at (910) 343-1334.

MMAATTTTEERRSS  OOFF    OOPPIINNIIOONN

YYOOUURR  VVOOIICCEE

OOUURR  VVOOIICCEE

(Via TriceEdneyWire.com)

TT he November 20th
Democratic presi-
dential debate took

on a much different tone than
the previous debates. I'm not
sure if it was because the
panel of moderators was all
women – NBC's Andrea
Mitchell and Kristen Welker,

MSNBC's Ra-
chel Maddow,
and the
Washington
Post's Ashley
Parker. Or
perhaps it
was because
the candi-
dates finally
got over
a t t a c k i n g
each other
(mostly) and

instead decided to be them-
selves and embrace their
identities. Maybe they hoped
to engage more viewers with
a substantive focus on the
issues. And since the
impeachment hearings loom
large (closing only minutes
before the debate began),
each of the candidates had an
opportunity to opine on
impeachment.

Hillary Clinton broke the
glass ceiling in both 2008 and
2016, first as a strong competi-
tor to President Barack
Obama in the 2008 primaries,
then as the first woman to
gain the nomination of a
major party. Now, there are
four women –Senators
Kamala Harris (CA), Amy

Klobuchar (MN), and
Elizabeth Warren (MA) along
with Hawaii Congresswoman
Tulsi Gabbard. And the
women highlighted their gen-
der in their remarks, with
Kamala Harris reminding
people that Black women are
a backbone of the Democratic
Party, and Black women are
all too often ignored. Amy
Klobuchar got an amusing
one-liner off when she said,
"If you think a woman can't
beat Trump, Nancy Pelosi
does it every day."  Her point
about the double standard
women face in politics was an
important point to make.
Hillary faced it, and all of the
Democratic women running
for President face it. The dou-
ble standard is especially
acute because the current
President of the United
States has no problem deni-
grating women, especially
Black women. To be sure, 45
denigrates anyone who dis-
agrees with him, but women
take the brunt of his attacks.

Andrea Mitchell, NBC's
Foreign Affairs correspon-
dent, was the right one to ask
the candidates about foreign
policy, and here is where
Congresswoman Tulsi
Gabbard shone. Citing her
background as a veteran, she
was knowledgeable both
about foreign policy and envi-
ronmental justice. But
Gabbard seems to enjoy play-
ing the role of attack dog
against her fellow Democrats,
including Kamala Harris.
Bernie Sanders had it right

when he said, "We cannot
simply be consumed by
Donald Trump because if we
are, you know what? We're
going to lose the election."
Most of the other candidates
concurred, and they attacked
45 more than they attacked
each other.

While this column focuses
on women, the men had their
moments as well. It was
poignant when Senator Corey
Booker (NJ) shouted out
Congressman John Lewis
(GA) and acknowledged his
service to the nation.
Candidate Tom Steyer talked
about the role of money in
politics, and also spoke about
a "climate crisis."  Biden was
Biden, and Bernie was
Bernie, delivering perform-
ances that were similar to
their performances in the
other debates. I am intrigued
by Andrew Yang, whose
unlikely candidacy has
shown more sticking power
than the campaigns of folk
like New York Mayor Bill de
Blassio and former Texas
Congressman Beto O'Rourke.
He has also qualified for the
debate stage in November
while former HUD Secretary
Julian Castro (TX) has not.

A generation ago, both
Presidential debates and
Congressional hearings
would be dominated by grey-
suit wearing white men.
Now, the fifth debate was not
only moderated by a coterie
of women, but there were
four women, nearly half of
those who qualified, on the

stage. Similarly, during the
impeachment hearings,
women witnesses, especially
former US Ambassador to
Ukraine, Marie Yovanovitch,
Jennifer Williams, and Fiona
Hill, held their own in the
face of hostile questioning.
Their extremely competent
performance was as striking
as their presence. Again, a
generation ago, foreign policy
was the purview of white
men. While the foreign policy
arena (or presidential races)
are hardly equal, the pres-
ence of women foreign policy
experts represents progress.

Women showed up and
showed out both during the
impeachment hearings and
in the most recent
Presidential debate. This last
debate was wide-ranging, and
it included "kitchen table"
issues like paid family leave,
Medicare for All (or for all
who want it), and more. The
inclusion of issues like fami-
ly leave in a Presidential
debate is probably attributa-
ble to the fact that women
were both moderators and
candidates. It would be fan-
tastic and also meaningful,
however, if one of the
debates could focus on
income inequality and pover-
ty.

Julianne Malveaux is an
author and economist. Her
latest project MALVEAUX!
On UDCTV is available on
youtube.com. For booking,
wholesale inquiries or for
more info visit www.julian-
nemalveaux.com.

WWoommeenn  rroocckk  iinn  ffiifftthh  DDeemmooccrraattiicc  ddeebbaattee

(Via TriceEdneyWire.com)

WW henever Black people bring up the subject of
white Americans acting to cure years of discrim-
inatory acts against Black people when our ances-

tors were forced to work without compensation, they usually
pivot to the term “reverse discrimination” or they question
whether reparations would be constitutional.

My good friend, Gloria Dulan Wilson, responded to the con-
stitutional argument by saying, “It was once constitutional to
beat, lynch, rape, enslave, torture Black men, women and chil-
dren with impunity. I don't think we have to concern our-

selves with what is or is not constitutional -
our main responsibility is to push for, stand
for and demand reparations on OUR OWN
TERMS - not concerned with what they want
- They damned sure weren't concerned about
what we wanted when they were making us
work for them for free and traumatizing our
families.”

After the constitutional question, they also
pivot to questions like “Why should I pay or I
didn’t discriminate against anybody.” They
never respond with, “You’re right. I have ben-
efitted from discrimination against you” even
though the answer is obvious. They just don’t

get it or they have selective memory.
Recently the United Nations addressed the subject of repa-

rations. Because I serve on the Reparations Commission with
Dr. Ron Daniels, I naturally perked up to hear exactly what
the United Nations was saying. I read that the United Nations
panel says the U.S. owes reparations to African Americans
and gave as a reason the reparations are owed for slavery.

For those who still benefit from slavery, you should read the
report of the United Nations’ working group of experts on
People of an African Descent affiliated group. The group
spelled out that the compensation is necessary to combat the
disadvantages caused by more than 200 years of slavery and
legally allowing the sale of human beings based on the color
of their skin. The resulting article was written by Eugene
Mason.

Today’s polluted and continuing atmosphere of racism
against not only African Americans, but of people of
Hispanic and Native American heritage. We see no indication
of America resolving this problem even if an individual
group, such as Georgetown University, has recognized its duty
to resolve its debt.

In the case of Georgetown University, the school has offered
free tuition for descendants of the slaves sold by that
University in 1838 to “pay its bills.”

The late Congressman John Conyers worked for years to
resolve the reparations’ issue. He said, “I’m not giving
up…Slavery is a blemish on this nation’s history, and until it’s
formally addressed, our country’s story will remain marked
by this blight.” He repeatedly introduced HR 40—a bill that
would establish a commission to examine the institution of
slavery and recommend appropriate remedies.

Since the late Congressman has been out of Congress,
Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee has picked up the lead on
this issue. She’s spearheaded a Congressional hearing which
calls for a commission to study and develop reparations pro-
posals for African Americans, and consider a national apolo-
gy by the government. She reminds us of the role of the fed-
eral government in supporting the slavery and subsequent
discrimination. She calls for formal acknowledgment.

Our government has apologized for many things, but slav-
ery is not on the list. Several years ago, the late Dick Gregory,
Mark Planning, Janet Langhart-Cohen and I spent many days
walking the halls of the Senate seeking an apology for never
having apologized to African Americans for lynching. After
many months for something as simple as that, the Senate
finally apologized.

No reparations were involved for that horrendous practice,
but the time has come for reparations for those hundreds of
years of slavery.

Dr. E. Faye Williams is National President of the National
Congress of Black Women and host of “Wake Up and Stay
Woke” on WPFW-FM 89.3.

GUEST EDITORIALGUEST EDITORIAL

RReeppaarraattiioonnss::  AAmmeerriiccaa''ss
uunnffiinniisshheedd  bbuussiinneessss  

IItt''ss  ttiimmee  ttoo  lloowweerr  ddrruugg
pprriicceess

Our government having
been declared by the founders
as being: "of the people, by the
people and for the people"; it is
certainly past time for those
who've been chosen by the peo-
ple to govern, place and keep
the wellbeing of the people at
the very top of their priorities.
This noble task can be illustrat-
ed by passing and implement-
ing a lawful requirement of a
reduction and limit on drug
prices.Too many people have
contributed in one way or
another in various efforts to
make this a better society for
all Americans, and now find
their resources being drained
away as they seek to merely
continue a life of reasonable
health. These so harshly affect-
ed include: seniors, veterans,
the disabled; but not limited to
the just stated. A society with
the vast resources of our coun-
try must take firm actions to
keep its people healthy. The
greatest country on earth can
certainly accord its people the
benefit of lower drug prices
just as well or better than any
society on earth. Concern and
compassion is a must.

MMrr  SSiiddnneeyy  FFuullwwoooodd
SSuuppppllyy,,  NNCC  

TThhee  iimmppeeaacchhmmeenntt  ooff
TTrruummpp  wwiillll  bbee  tteelleevviisseedd!!

UNDERSTANDING THE
LANGUAGE OF POLITICS-
LESSON #3. Educate yourself
so you can investigate and
learn the right person to vote
for on election day, November 8,
2020. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
used “big” words in his speech-
es and sermons, then everyday
words behind them to help us
learn new words. He was teach-
ing us, not coning us. Many
politicians use “big” words as
“double talk” to keep us from
understanding what they are
really saying. For example,
MUCKRACKER is a journalist
like, Sean Hannity, who looks
hard to find dirt on a public ser-
vant. If he can’t find any dirt,
he will just make up some.
IMPEACHMENT means fire
the president/ throw TRUMP
out of the White House. The
U.S. House of representatives
vote yes on impeaching then
send it to the U.S. senate, who
will be the jury for a trail. The
Chief Justice of the Supreme
Court will be the judge. Each
house and senate member will
have to vote yes or no on live
TV. No double talk on this his-
toric vote, so we will see if our
leaders follow our constitution
or a dictator. All reading is

good. Reading fiction is enter-
taining but reading truth will
help you choose the best candi-
date to represent you and your
family. This is an excerpt from
my book “What We Blacks
Need To Do” by James Hankins 

JJaammeess  JJ..  HHaannkkiinnss
WWiillmmiinnggttoonn,,  NNCC

TThhee  AAmmeerriiccaann  hhoolliiddaayy
sseeaassoonn  iiss  bbaacckk!!

The American holiday sea-
son is back. It's a time when
families reunite and there is a
spirit of generosity and com-
passion in the air. One only
needs to go to a supermarket
parking lot and watch as the
Salvation Army pot fills with
donations thanks to the kind-
ness of ordinary people, some
of whom are visibly financial-
ly stretched but choose to give
out of the goodness of their
hearts.

With so many worthy caus-
es and charities that represent
them, finding the right one to
support can be a daunting
task. Judging from local
bumper stickers, a cause dear
to many hearts in this neck of
the woods is support for veter-
ans, and there is no shortage
of fine organizations that
serve them, like the Wounded
Warriors Family Support, the

Semper Fi Fund, the Gary
Sinise Foundation, and so on.
Fortunately, it will be easier to
make the right choice
because, this year, there is one
less charity to consider.

In 1988, the Trump
Foundation was established in
New York to collect money
from donors and give that
money to charities, including
those supporting veterans.
The foundation was dissolved
in 2016 and fined $2 million
last month after an investiga-
tion found that donor funds
were being used, not for chari-
table purposes, but rather as a
piggybank for the Trump fam-
ily. Some of the foundation's
"donations" included paying
the family's legal bills and the
purchase of a portrait of Mr.
Trump that hangs above a bar
at one of his clubs.

Allow me to state this in
simple terms; DONALD
TRUMP STOLE MONEY
FROM VETERANS.

This holiday season let's all
reflect on what it means to be
an American and think about
how, as Americans, we can
support a president who is so
morally bankrupt that he will
steal money from the very vet-
erans that we all revere.

JJeeffffrreeyy  ZZaalllleess
SSoouutthhppoorrtt,,  NNCC  

Dr.
Julianne
Malveaux

Dr. E. Faye
Williams

mailto:wilmjourn@aol.com
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trating the impediments con-
fronting African Americans,
but the takeaway is that we
must rely on ourselves.

Many African Americans
have dubbed the post civil
rights era as the "Second
Reconstruction" because of
the doors that opened to us in
education and employment.
But that era is coming to a
close. False friends and ineffec-

tual allies will leave us to fend
for ourselves. But we must per-
severe and continue to move
forward with our true friends
and allies and our sense of self-
reliance.

Difficult days are ahead, but
this is not a time for weeping
and self-pity. It is time to brace
ourselves and throw every-
thing we have into the strug-
gle.

Oscar H. Blayton is a former
Marine Corps combat pilot
and human rights activist who
practices law in Virginia. 
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CCaann  AAmmeerriiccaa  rreeccoovveerr  
ffrroomm  tthhee  TTrruummpp  PPrreessiiddeennccyy??

NN o one can or will say that America was ever a per-
fect country, but the myth of American exceptional-
ism seemed untouchable - until now.

What we are seeing and experiencing is a decline of
American democracy as we have always known it, and simul-
taneously, a decline of the American Empire.

All of the world's great empires have eventually fallen. The
Persian Empire lasted from 550 BCE until 330 BCE.

The Arab Empire, also known as the Caliphate, began in
632 CE and began to crumble after 900 CE. Part of its power

came from its geography, which allowed it to
connect with other major civilizations in
Africa, Europe, Central Asia, India, and
China. The Mongol Empire began in 1206 CE
and fell in 1294 CE

The Roman empire officially fell in 476 CE,
as Romulus Augustulus lost power to a Gothic
chieftain. It is touted as being one of the great-
est empires the world had known. It began in
753 BCE and lasted for over 1000 years, and
while it lasted, it set its mark in Europe,
Western Asia and Northern Africa.

The British Empire was at one time the
largest empire in human history. It began in
the 16th century and by the late 1700s, had

colonies in America and the West Indies. The so-called "First
British Empire" fell at the end of the American Revolution
and the "second" British Empire fell after its participation in
two world wars. The country, or the empire, ran out of money
and had to tell American officials that it no longer had the
money or troops to defend Turkey or Greece.

America's status as empire is said to have begun in 1898.
Because of its support for the independence of Cuba, the
United States became involved in a war with Spain. The 1898
Treaty of Paris gave Cuba its independence and resulted
Spain giving up some of its possessions, including Puerto
Rico, the Philippines and Guam.

America has enjoyed the status of being an empire, a major
world power to which all nations have looked to for assistance
and guidance.

But its status as an empire is weakening under the current
administration. The democratic government which has been
emulated by countries all over the world is being dismantled
from its very center, as the president ignores, disrespects, and
disregards the Constitution and the government it put in
place to save America from becoming a monarchy or totalitar-
ian state.

America's flawed beginning as a nation which professed to
believe in liberty even as it fought to preserve the institution
of slavery made this country weak from the beginning. W.B.
Yeat's  observation in his poem "The Second Coming," that
"things fall apart; the center cannot hold" - is being played out
in real time. In the fight for power, the predator looks for the
weakness of its prey, and in this present time, dictators
including Vladimir Putin have identified and stuck a fork in
America's rotten center. If there is a way to weaken America,
it is by forcing fomenting racist resentment to rise up, and it
seems that Russia - in spite of the conspiracy theory which
says that it is Ukraine is at the heart of America's problems,
is playing its ace with surgical skill.

The president says and does nothing about what Russia is
doing; his desire is to increase his wealth by any means nec-
essary and in so doing is no different than dictator rulers of
other countries who have let their charges suffer as they have
flourished.

The nation is tattered; the spirit of the nation is torn to
shreds. The impossible partisanship has people fuming at
each other across imaginary (and some real) battle lines. The
privileged are throwing their weight around, and the masses
of the people are suffering more and more, though some are
not yet aware of how grave their disadvantages are or will be.

The upcoming election does not offer cause for much opti-
mism. The president is a master at manipulating people to do
things his way, to see anyone who challenges him as a preda-
tor, and himself as the penultimate victim. Greed, it is said,
was at the center of the fall of the empires mentioned earlier,
and this president's greed is classic.

When he is out of office, what will America look like? Who
will be able to mend the fences, to reestablish good and sound
relationships with former allies, and who will help put the
American government back together? Will there even be a
desire to do that or, since this president has proven that no
government is stronger than the pull of a manipulative,
wealthy leader, will there be a desire to formally dismantle
the "exceptional" American government and go back to the
drawing board, this time establishing the government on firm
ground? Will there be a willingness to admit that America's
schizophrenic legacy of touting freedom and liberty while
practicing enslavement and oppression has caused all that we
believed in to crumble and fall?

The past great empires, once they began falling, did not
recover. Russia has a desire to be a world power; China is on
the same quest, and there is no way they will relinquish the
power that has been ceded to them by this administration.
Nobody knows what the course of this country is at this point,
but one thing is clear: we are on a path from which our
Constitution was supposed to prevent us from ever having to
traverse.

As dishonesty and greed and partisanship continue unabat-
ed, the country of our youth is fading, and it is very dubious
that it will recover.

Rev. Dr. Susan K Smith is nearing completion of a book,
"On the Shores of America: Two Nations, Two Gods" and in
November, her book, "Rest for the Justice-Seeking Soul" will
be released by Whitaker House Publishers. To inquire about
booking her, contact cassady2euca@icloud.com.

Rev. Susan
K. Smith

THE BLACK PRESS:

USE It or LOSE It!

AA fter the nation gives
thanks for its many
blessings, the annu-

al season of holiday joy begins
with its barrage of celebra-
tions both secular and spiritu-
al that mark the season.
Colorful decorations and
Christmas trees pop up at
parades, concerts, parties and
more as family and friends
gather in good cheer.

For many businesses, the
holidays are also the difference
between ending the year in
profits or in red ink. So there
are also an abundance of
advertisements, circulars and
commercials beckoning each
of us to offer loved ones a spe-
cial token of the season. From
Black Friday discounts, to
Cyber Monday sales, to the
perennial Christmas Eve bar-
gain sales, merchants hope
their cash registers will ring
nonstop this season.

But the holiday season is
also a time when predatory
lenders offer enticements to
put more debt than money into
your pockets. For unsuspect-
ing consumers, it’s a tempta-
tion trapped in all kinds of
packages that seem too good to
pass by. In reality though, these
deals are often a debt trap lead-
ing to a holiday financial hang-
over that can last well into the
New Year.

If you believe pre-paid debit
cards are insurance against
financial rip-offs, think again.

Some prepaid cards may be
a helpful way to avoid over-
spending. But before paying
cash for this convenient form
of plastic, read all of the fine
print that explains the terms
and fees that come with its
usage. Terms and options can
and do vary significantly.
Many include a range of fees
from activation, to learning
your current balances, reload-

ing monies and in some cases
fees for inactivity. Some pre-
paid cards even use tricky tac-
tics that allow consumers to
inadvertently overspend the

value on the
card and
incur an over-
draft fee. By
the time all
a p p l i c a b l e
fees are
assessed, the
amount of
money actu-
ally available
on that pre-
paid card can

shrink and shortchange how
far it can help on purchases.

Another debt trap, overdraft
fees, are marketed and sold as a
‘customer convenience’. Yet in
truth, these fees can run up
holiday bills that many con-
sumers will not know about
until after New Year. Their
trick is for the bank to extend
credit when transactions
exceed monies actually avail-
able in accounts – including
debit card point-of-sale trans-
actions, and ATM withdrawals
which banks could easily
decline at no charge when con-
sumers lack sufficient funds.
Instead, some banks often
accept the transaction, putting
the customer in the red and
charging a steep $35 per over-
draft fee. Additionally, some
banks alter the posting of
transactions in an effort to
maximize revenues. In 2017,
customers of several large
banks paid over $11 billion in
overdraft fees in just one year.

Consumers most vulnerable
to these high-cost fees are
those who have little or no
cushion in their checking
accounts. Consumers who may
have accepted overdraft “cov-
erage” still have a right to can-
cel the so-called costly service

by directing their institutions
to remove it.

“With abusive overdraft
fees, financial institutions take
advantage of customers fight-
ing desperately to stay afloat,”
said Rebecca Borné, a senior
policy counsel with the Center
for Responsible Lending.
“Ultimately, these fees drive
many from the banking system
altogether and make reentry
very difficult.”

Data from the Federal
Deposit Insurance
Corporation (FDIC), back up
Borné’s claim. Over half a mil-
lion households who once had
bank accounts became
unbanked— primarily due to
high or unpredictable fees like
overdraft.

Other consumers, beckoned
by the brightly-colored signs
advertising “fast cash” or “bad
credit? No problem”, should
just keep walking or driving
past storefronts of payday and
car-title loans. These predatory
loans often lead to consumers
paying more in interest and
fees than for the money bor-
rowed. They ultimately wind
up costing consumers $8 bil-
lion in fees in states where
they are legal.

Research by the Center for
Responsible Lending (CRL)
has found that predatory pay-
day loans alone drain $4.1 bil-
lion in fees from consumers
annually -- borrowers who typ-
ically are unable to fully repay
the original loan, usually due
in two weeks’ time. With aver-
age annual interest rates of
391%, three out of every four
payday loans go to borrowers
with more than 10 loans a year.

Although the typical payday
loan averages $357, a car title
loan provides more cash, aver-
aging about $1,000 but must be
secured with an owned car as
collateral. Failure to make on-

time payments often leads to
the loss of the vehicle --even
though the loan may only be a
fraction of the vehicle’s mar-
ketable value. While the
lender holds on to a car title,
the borrower is faced with
triple-digit interest and, one of
every five cases -- a whopping
20% percent -- end up losing
their personal transportation.

In recent years, activist min-
isters and clergy have emerged
as some of the most vocal con-
sumer advocates on payday
and car-title loans.

“American consumers are
now in the death grip of a
government that is not only
deaf to the cries of the poor
for fundamental economic
justice, but this government
is also blind to their merci-
less exploitation by payday
lending traffickers,” said Rev.
James T. Golden of Florida.

“Consumers don’t need
payday loans; they need
financial stability,” added
Rev. Dallas Lenear, Director
of Project GREEN in Grand
Rapids. “And, payday loans
keep them unstable.
Scripture says, ‘Do not
exploit the poor because they
are poor...’ (Prov. 22:22) But,
that is precisely what payday
loans do.”

All forms of predatory
lending bring the probability
of robbing low-to-moderate
income consumers of their
holiday joy. This holiday sea-
son try adding a full measure
of practical sense to help
your dollars preserve the
spirit and joy of the season –
it only comes once a year!   

Charlene Crowell is the
Communications Deputy
Director with the Center for
Responsible Lending. She
can be reached at:
Charlene.crowell@responsi-
blelending.org.
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DDoonn''tt  lleett  pprreeddaattoorryy  lleennddeerrss  rroobb  yyoouurr  hhoolliiddaayy  jjooyy  

(Via TriceEdneWire.com)

“Across the nation, families
are struggling with homeless-
ness and housing insecurity.
We need to treat the affordable
housing shortage like the crisis
that it is. Housing is a funda-
mental human right. It’s time
we as a nation acted like it and
end the housing crisis once and
for all.” – UU..SS..  RReepp..  IIllhhaann  OOmmaarr,,
iinnttrroodduucciinngg  tthhee  HHoommeess  ffoorr  AAllll
AAcctt,,  wwhhiicchh  eexxppaannddss  ppuubblliicc
hhoouussiinngg  ssttoocckk  ii  aanndd  gguuaarraanntteeeess
hhoouussiinngg  aass  aa  hhuummaann  rriigghhtt..

AA pivotal moment in
the 2020 Democratic
primary race that

happened on Wednesday may
have escaped notice by much of
the country. For the first time
since the debates began – a
total of six nights of debates –
the candidates finally were
asked a question about the
housing crisis.

I was so concerned about the
lack of public discussion
around this critical issue fac-
ing the nation that I sent a let-
ter to the candidates, urging
them to share their plans.

“Gentrification is driving
families from their homes,” I
wrote. “A minimum-wage
worker needs 2.5 full-time jobs
to afford a one-bedroom apart-

ment in most of the United
States. The foreclosure crisis of
2008 exacerbated the shortage
of affordable housing, forcing
families out of the homes they

lost and into
the already-
tight rental
market.

“ S i m p l y
put, the rent is
too damn high.
Mortgages are
unattainable.
What is your
plan?”

We didn’t
get to hear

from every candidate, and
none of those who responded
were able to share much detail
about their plans. But simply
having the issue raised was an
important first step.

Senator Elizabeth Warren of
Massachusetts, for example,
cited noted the shortage of
affordable housing – the feder-
al government has stopped
building new housing, and pri-
vate developers prefer to serve
the upper-income market.
Significantly, she said:

“Housing is how we build
wealth in America,” she said.
“The federal government has
subsidized housing for decades
for white people and has said
for Black people you’re cut out

of the deal. That was known as
redlining.”

The impact of redlining on
Black household wealth can-
not be overstated. In the mid-
20th Century, the federal gov-
ernment color-coded neighbor-
hoods throughout the nation
as green for “best,” blue for
“still desirable,” yellow for
“definitely declining” and red
for “hazardous.”

Lenders would not finance
homeownership in redlined
Black neighborhoods, which
exacerbated a Black-white
wealth gap that persists to this
day. More than 80 years after
those color-coed maps were
drawn, three out of four red-
lined neighborhoods continue
to struggle economically.
White families today have
nearly 10 times the net worth
of Black families.

Meanwhile home prices are
rising at twice the rate of wage
growth and nearly half of all
renters spend 30 percent or
more of their income on rent.
About 11 million Americans
spend more than half their
income on rent.

The average renter’s hourly
wage is $5.39 less than the
national two-bedroom
Housing Wage – the wage
needed to afford an apartment
at fair market rent without

spending more than 30% of
income on housing – and $1.08
less than the one-bedroom
Housing Wage, according to
the NLIHC.

Black and Hispanic house-
holds are more likely than
white households to be both
cost-burdened and low-
income. Twenty percent of
Black households and 16% of
Hispanic households are
extremely low-income
renters, compared to just 6%
of white households.

Even as this crisis grows,
the Trump Administration
yet again  has proposed dras-
tic cuts to affordable housing
programs that would drive up
rents for the poorest residents
of subsidized housing and
wipe out resources for main-
taining and improving public
housing buildings.

A few minutes on a nation-
ally-televised debate may be a
start but it is nowhere near
enough to address the magni-
tude of the affordable housing
crisis. Those candidates who
do have detailed plans need to
talk about them much more
often. And those candidates
without detailed plans need to
develop them, immediately.

“Marc Morial is
President/CEO of the
National Urban League.

TO BE EQUALTO BE EQUAL
TThhee  rreenntt  iiss  ttoooo  ddaammnn  hhiigghh  --  

AAnndd  tthhee  PPrreessiiddeennttiiaall  ccaannddiiddaatteess  aarreenn''tt  ssaayyiinngg  eennoouugghh  aabboouutt  iitt    

Marc
Morial

Charlene
Crowell
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BBrraaccee  yyoouurrsseellff  

AA s the Titanic was
sinking after col-
liding with an ice-

berg in 1912, the poor among
the passengers, trapped
below deck, were drowning
as the wealthy made their
way to lifeboats.

It is always the disadvan-
taged who suffer first and
suffer the most.

Since America has begun
to sink after crashing into the
Trump presidency, the disad-
vantaged in this country
have begun to drown in the
flood of white supremacy,
patriarchy and other forms of
hate-inspired abuse.

But this is just the tip of
the iceberg.

The Trump presidency has
polluted the federal courts
with conservative judges
bent on turning back the
clock on women's rights, vot-
ing rights and every other
civil right won through the
hard-fought legal battles of

the past 60 years. And with
the federal courts being seed-
ed with bigots of every stripe,
it will be very difficult to
reverse the momentum of

this coun-
try's march
b a c k w a r d
into the
moral desert
that America
is again
becoming.

The first
waves of the
invasion a-
gainst our
h u m a n i t y

have begun. Those
Americans deemed "less
deserving" are being victim-
ized by bigoted schemes to
strip away their voting
rights. People of color seek-
ing better lives by immigrat-
ing to this country are being
denied entry in an obvious
plot to keep America as white
as possible.

The disgrace of a man who
lounges in the White House is
the son of a Ku Klux Klan
member, so should we expect
any different? 

America is sinking like the
Titanic and what can we do
about it? One possible answer
is that we become more self-
reliant - politically, economi-
cally and culturally.

A crude poem found its
way into Black culture just
after the Titanic sank. It was
during the height of the Jim
Crow era and African
Americans were being
severely marginalized in the
North and pushed back as
close to the condition of slav-
ery as possible in the South.
The poem was "Shine." Shine
was the antithetical "Negro"
of the early 20th century. In
the ghettos of Chicago and
the cotton fields of
Mississippi, Shine was
known as a "Bad N*****" by
people who, in an act of defi-

ance, embraced a painfully
derogatory word and made it
their own as an act of resist-
ance.

There are many versions of
the poem, but in all, Shine is
a lowly worker on the luxury
liner when it begins to sink.
Being denied a seat on a
lifeboat, he jumps overboard
and begins to swim. The
ship's captain pleads for
Shine to save him, but Shine
swims on. A rich white
woman offers him forbidden
sex to save her, but Shine
swims on. He overcomes
numerous dangers along the
way, but by the time news of
the Titanic reaches America,
Shine is in a bar in Harlem
enjoying a drink.

This commentary is too
short to cite all the
metaphors in the poem illus-
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NEW HANOVER COUN-
TY, NC – New Hanover
County will begin taking
applications on Monday,
December 2 for the state’s
Low Income Energy
Assistance Program
(LIEAP) for qualified
households. The program
provides a one-time annu-
al utility payment to help
eligible families pay their
heating expenses during
the cold-weather months.

Households that have a
person age 60 or older, or
an individual receiving
disability benefits and
services through the N.C.
Division of Aging and
Adult Services are eligible
to apply for assistance
beginning December 2. All
other households may
apply from January 2

through March 31, 2020, or
until funds are exhausted.

“The Low Income
Energy Assistance
Program helps residents
stay safe and warm
through the winter
months, and last year our
team helped 2,394 New
Hanover County house-
holds with their utility
bills through this pro-
gram,” said New Hanover
County Assistant Director
of Social Services Tonya
Jackson. “Anyone who is
having difficulty paying
their bill is encouraged to
come in and apply.”

New Hanover County
Department of Social
Services administers the
program locally, and appli-
cations must be done in
person at the Health and

Human Services building,
located at 1650 Greenfield
Street. Those eligible to
apply in December can
also apply at the locations
and times listed below:
December 2 – 31: Senior
Resource Center, 2222
South College Rd.,
Wilmington, 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Tuesday, December 10:
Glover Plaza Apartments,
1402 Little John Cir.,
Wilmington, 9 a.m. – noon
Thursday, December 12:
Hadden Hall Apartments,
3610 Caswell St.,
Wilmington, 9 a.m. – noon
Tuesday, December 17:
White Oak Apartments,
7235 Darden Rd.,
Wilmington, 9 a.m. – noon

Visit the Social Services
website for more informa-
tion or call 910-798-3400.

(WRAAP) Wilmington's
Residential Adolescent
Achievement Place &
Wilmington's Branch; NC Food
Bank of Central & Eastern NC
have joined forces to distribute
food items to help needy fami-

lies for the holiday. The event
will take place at Ebenezer
Missionary Baptist Church,
2929 Princess Place Drive on
November 27, 2019, 10am-
1:00pm. Food items will be dis-
tributed to the public on a first
come basis. Participants are
asked to bring photo ID & per-

sonal shopping bag.
WRAAP is a 501 c 3 non-prof-

it community-based "youth"
organization. Our mission is to
bridge the educational and
social gaps that exist amongst
youths, families, and communi-
ties. WRAAP is an award-win-
ning "youth" program that

offers after-school services and
community outreach pro-
grams to help benefit children
and families in New Hanover
County.

For more information, con-
tact Daryl Dockery, Executive
Director, WRAAP at 910-392-
6007.
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COMMIT & CONFIRM:
This week we start to unpack
the steps you can take to pay
off some of those collections
on your credit report. If you
are trying to get a mortgage
loan, those higher scores can
help you tap into some serious
grant and downpayment
funds.

Collections are one of the
major reasons most people's
credit scores do not rise.
Especially the ones noted as
High Impact on the credit
reports. Paying multiple col-
lections is a process and
before you start, a written
game plan is a must. This
will give you a clear course of
action, one by one and will
help you stay focused. So, you
now have a made-up mind and
are committed to doing this,
KUDOS to you. It's time to get
to work. The next step will be
to confirm the debt. Don't
start making payments until
know or confirm that debt is
yours. If you believe the debt

in your name was an error or
fraud, the first thing to do is
see if you're truly responsible
for repaying it. The last thing
you want to do is start paying
on it and then want to dispute
it. Even one payment on a
debt can mean you are assum-
ing responsibility. The best
way to make sure the debt is

yours is by
looking at your
credit report
for the dates
and names of
the original
creditor. These
collection agen-
cies will also be
able to give you
this informa-
tion. Once con-
firmed the debt

but don't agree to the amount
that's being collected, you
have the right to dispute it
under the FDCPA laws. Filing
a dispute starts an investiga-
tion to determine if the debt
and amount is yours. Another

thing to double-check is that
the collection agency isn't try-
ing to collect a debt from you
that has already been cleared.
These companies buy bulk
accounts from these original
creditors and sometimes they
get accounts where nothing is
still owed. There is a bad
practice among creditors of
selling debt that has been dis-
charged in bankruptcy or
even some that the stature of
limitations has expired.
There are also some cases
where people have made a set-
tlement with the creditor and
paid that amount as agreed
and the creditor sold the por-
tion of the debt that wasn't
paid. Yes, they agreed to take
the lesser amount from you
and then turn right around
and sell to a collection agency
to collect from you the bal-
ances left over after settle-
ment amount. In that case, it
might be wise for you to pro-
vide the written agreement
you had for that settlement

and fight not to pay anything
more. That's a point worth
noting, PLEASE GET IT IN
WRITING, every settlement
agreement. You need to keep
that in your important papers
for sure. Legally some of
these collection companies
can't even collect on these
kinds of debt but it doesn't
keep them from trying. Please
know it's really tricky out
here dealing with these collec-
tion companies so you really
have to watch your back when
dealing with them but do keep
pounding at it. Until next
time, share this article with
at least 3 people.

For anyone that desires
homeownership, reach out for
your Free personalized game
plan to purchase your 1st-
home in the next 18 mths or
less no matter the current
finances. Yes, it is possible.

Brenda Dixon, Dixon
Realty Since 1991, 27 yrs. F/T
expertise.  Brenda@ getthat-
deed.com.  
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NNeeww  HHaannoovveerr  CCoouunnttyy

AAlltthheeaa  GGiibbssoonn  TTeennnniiss  CCoommpplleexx,,  3405 Park Avenue, will hold an
Upcoming Junior Tennis Tournament “Holiday
Smash Junior L6 Tournament” on Friday,
December 6 (begins at 4pm) Divisions: BG 10U-
18U singles and doubles. Deadline: Tuesday,
December 3rd. Questions: Call Tari Ann Toro-
Steinmetz  at 910-341-4631.

TThhee  NNeeww  HHaannoovveerr  NNAAAACCPP  DDeecceemmbbeerr  WWiinntteerr
MMeeeettiinngg  will be held on Thursday, December
12, 6 - 8 pm at Mt. Olive AME Church, 1001
Wright Street, Wilmington. The meeting will

include a review of 2019 and plans for 2020, followed by a fel-
lowship potluck. All members of the community are invited
to attend. For more information, call 910-508-9414 or email
nhcnaacp@gmail.com.

Policies for briefs, news, & photos on page 2.

CCoommppiilleedd  BByy  WWiillmmiinnggttoonn  JJoouurrnnaall  SSttaaffff

Community
Briefs

GET THAT DEED AND FLIP THOSE KEYS!GET THAT DEED AND FLIP THOSE KEYS!

““GGoott  ttoo  ppaayy  ttoo  ppllaayy””

BBrreennddaa  
DDiixxoonn

WWRRAAAAPP  &&  NNCC  FFoooodd  BBaannkk  jjooiinn  ffoorrcceess  ttoo  ooffffeerr  ffrreeee  ffoooodd  iitteemmss  ttoo  
hheellpp  bbeenneeffiitt  cchhiillddrreenn  aanndd  ffaammiilliieess  iinn  nneeeedd  ffoorr  PPrree--TThhaannkkssggiivviinngg  HHoolliiddaayy

AAnnnnuuaall  hheeaattiinngg  ccoosstt  aassssiissttaannccee  
pprrooggrraamm  bbeeggiinnss  DDeecceemmbbeerr  22
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NNaatthhaanniieell  LLeeee  MMeerrrriicckk

Nathaniel Lee Merrick funeral
service was held Wednesday,
November 20, 2019 at Mt. Calvary
AME Church. Burial followed in
Mt. Calvary Church Cemetery.
Nathaniel, affectionately known as
"Pig Meat" was born October 28,
1936 to Cass and Mary M. Balloon
Merrick in Leland, North
Carolina. He departed this life on
November 13, 2019 at Azalea Home
Health following an extended ill-
ness. At an early age he joined Mt.
Calvary AME Church in Navassa,
NC. In 1954 he left Navassa to seek
employment in New York. He then
moved to Syracuse and worked for
GE. After many years of living in
New York, he returned to Leland,
NC, where he worked at the Bolivia
Lumber Company until he retired
in 1998, although he continued to
work part-time. "Nat" as he was
often called was a faithful Sunday
school member, attending every
Sunday. He was one of a kind, he
never wanted to miss his Sunday
school and always had a smile on
his face. He will be missed by the
many special people in his life.

He leaves to cherish: his cousin
and caregiver, Willie McKoy; one
daughter, Rose Mary Merrick of
Leland, NC; three sisters, Grace
Merrick of Sanford, NC, Catherine
Burns and Margaret (Julius)
Lawrence of Syracuse, NY; three
brothers, Herbert and Curtis
Merrick of Syracuse, NY and
David Merrick of Virginia Beach,
VA; three special nephews, Cass
and Todd "KT" of Syracuse, NY
and Johnny Merrick of Annapolis,
MD; one niece and caregiver,
Michelle Brooks "Honey Bun" and
a host of nieces, nephews, other
relatives and friends. A Service of
John H. Shaw's Son Funeral
Home.

AAlleexxaannddeerr  ""SShhoottgguunn""  CCoorrbbeetttt,,  JJrr..

Alexander "Shotgun" Corbett,
Jr., funeral service was held
Friday, November. 22, 2019 at Willie
L Shaw Jr. Memorial Chapel.
Burial followed in Calvary
Memorial Cemetery.

Alexander, son of the late
Alexander Corbett, Sr. and Mary
Lou Bellamy Corbett was born on
February 2, 1949, in Wilmington,
North Carolina. Alexander attend-
ed First Baptist Missionary
Church with his family and sang
on the JJ Howze Choir. "Shotgun"
as he was so affectionately known,
was educated in the New Hanover
County School System, graduating
from Williston Senior High School
in the Class of 1968. Following
graduation, "Shotgun" relocated to
New York. While in New York he
worked in the clothing industry.
After returning to Wilmington,
"Shotgun" gained employment
with Pepsi Cola, Goulds, and
Corbett Packing Company. He
spent many hours helping around
John H. Shaw's Funeral Home.
"Shotgun" was a people's person.
He loved outdoor work and
enjoyed helping as many people as
he could. But, most of all he loved
his family. Not having a car did not
stop him from traveling the city
rendering a helping hand to many.
You would often see him riding
"Flat Tire" (his bike) from resi-
dence to residence, helping every-
one. Even after his health
declined, "Shotgun" was still
"Shotgun", checking on everyone,
thanking God for a good life and
never complaining. He was a
friend to many and loved just being
in the midst, enjoying family and
friends. Listening to him in his

final days you would hear him say-
ing, "Our Father", reciting "The
Lord's Prayer". A loving grandfa-
ther, brother, uncle and friend,
"Shotgun" will be greatly missed.
He loved you in his own special
way. In addition to his parents,
"Shotgun" was preceded in death
by his son, Terry Crumdy; and his
sisters, Gloria Jean Corbett and
Martha Corbett Jones. He leaves to
cherish very fond memories: one
grandson, Ki-Jana Shamari
Crumdy of Maryland; three sis-
ters, Dorothy Williams and Rose
Johnson of Wilmington, NC and
Elease Hall of Maryland; one
brother, Alfred Corbett of
Wilmington, NC; four nieces,
Nicole Smith (Bernard), Pamela
Davis, Audrey Carter, and Felecia
Hawkins; five nephews, Anthony
Hall, Tyrone Corbett, William
Corbett, Jerome Jones and David
Jones; several great-nieces, great-
nephews, cousins, other relatives
and many, many, friends, including
his John H. Shaw's Son Funeral
Home Family. A Service of John
H. Shaw's Son Funeral Home.

MMaallaacchhii  PPiiggffoorrdd

Malachi Pigford memorial serv-
ice was held Sunday, November 24,
2019 at Ephesus SDA Church.

Malachi Zachariah Pigford, son
of the late Vera Sparrow-Pigford
and Malachi Pigford was born in
Wilmington, North Carolina on
August 26, 1946. He departed this
life on Monday, November 18, 2019.
Malachi was educated in the New
Hanover County School System,
graduating from Williston High
School. He joined the United
States Army and was a veteran of
the Vietnam War. He was wounded
in the Army and also had medical
issues associated with Agent
Orange. Malachi was a devoted
member of Ephesus Seventh Day
Adventist Church. He had a
lengthy illness that kept him from
attending service regularly. He
loved his church. In addition to his
parents, Malachi was also preced-
ed in death by his brother, William
Berry.

Loved ones left to mourn his
loss are a devoted brother, Cornell
M. Sparrow (Cynthia) and Lacy
Pigford (Hallie) all of Wilmington,
NC; a host of nieces, nephews,
cousins, other relatives and
friends. A Service of John H.
Shaw's Son Funeral Home.  

AAnnggeellaa  LLeevveerrnnee  GGrraaiinnggeerr  CCuurrrriiee

Angela Leverne Grainger
Currie died November 22, 2019.
Funeral service was held on
Tuesday, November 26, 2019 at
Spring Green Missionary Baptist
Church. Burial followed in the
Spring Green Church Cemetery. A
Service of John H. Shaw's Son
Funeral Home.

WWiilllliiee  MMaaee  HHaawwkkiinnss  JJuunniipphheerr

Willie Mae Hawkins Junipher,
daughter of the late Scipio
Hawkins, Sr. and Roser Mae
Hawkins, was born on August 16,
1937 in Pinewood, South Carolina.
She moved to Wilmington, North
Carolina at an early age. After
graduating, she moved to Bronx,
New York, where she met and mar-
ried the late Holt Junipher. She
departed this life on Tuesday,
November 12, 2019 at New Hanover
Regional Medical Center.

Willie Mae was a kind, loving
and giving mother, grandmother,
sister, aunt and friend. She was
always willing to lend a helping
hand no matter how big or little

the challenge. She loved her fami-
ly, had a great sense of humor and
a love for life. Willie Mae accepted
Christ as her Lord and Savior at an
early age. Upon returning to
Wilmington, she re-established her
membership at St. Phillip A.M.E.
Church.

Willie Mae graduated from
Williston Industrial High School
and was a faithful member of the
Class of 1955. After graduating
from high school, she moved to
Bronx New York where she found
employment with the United
States Postal Service. After serv-
ing many years in New York as a
postal worker, she returned home
where she transferred her employ-
ment to the Fayetteville, NC Postal
Service, serving as a Supervisor.
After driving back and forth
between Fayetteville and
Wilmington for 5 years, she decid-
ed to retire with a total service to
the United Postal Service of 30
years. She loved to travel and take
her family on adventurous trips
throughout the US. She sacrificed
a lot so that her family and others
could enjoy better things in life.
Her memories will forever be
etched in our minds and hearts.

Left to cherish her memories
are her children, Angela Daniels,
Alexander J. Hawkins (Brenda)
and Gary Hawkins, all of the city;
grandson James Daniels, III;
granddaughter Sharon; great
granddaughter Jamaiya; a devoted
brother Scipio C. Hawkins, Jr. of
the city; two special great grand-
sons, Cedric of Atlanta, GA and
Noah of the city; a special nephew
Antonio Newsome of Charlotte,
NC and a host of nieces, nephews
and friends.

Funeral services were held on
Tuesday, November 19, 2019 at St.
Phillip A.M.E. Church. Burial was
in Calvary Memorial Cemetery.
Arrangements by Adkins-Drain
Funeral Service. Inc., 515 South
Eighth Street, Wilmington, North
Carolina 28401.  Condolences may
be shared at www.adkinsdrainfu-
neralservice.com.

JJeeaannnnee  KKeeiitthh  HHaarrrriiss

Mrs. Jeanne Keith Harris was
born May 14, 1928, in Washington,
D. C. at Freedman Hospital to Mr. &
Mrs. Hudson and Geneva
Barksdale, who preceded her in
death. She was the devoted wife of
Eddie Joel Keith and upon his
passing Elbert Harris. She was the
loving sister to her brother,
Hudson Barksdale, Jr. who also
preceded her in death. A loving
mother and doting grandmother,
Jean ne Keith Harris departed this
life on November 13, 2019.

She attended elementary school
in Spartanburg, South Carolina,
high school at Mather Academy,
Camden, South Carolina and col-
lege at North Carolina College in
Durham, North Carolina.

Mrs. Harris was a devoted
teacher for thirty-two (32) years.
Her professional accomplishments
started with teaching in Woodruff,

S. C. She moved to Wilmington, N.
C. in 1951 and taught at Williston
Senior High and Hoggard High
School. After retirement from the
public school system she contin-
ued to serve as a substitute teacher.
Her impact is measured in part by
her inevitably being warmly greet-
ed by former students wherever
she would go in Wilmington.
These men and women not only
thanked and remembered her;
they remembered what she taught
them.

She was a member of the Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority,
Incorporated and the Wilmington,
N. C. Chapter of the Links,
Incorporated. She served in sever-
al positions of leadership through-
out New Hanover County. She
facilitated Vision 2000, a program
focused on solutions necessary for
success in the new millennium.
Mrs. Harris was one of the found-
ing directors on the Board of
Domestic Violence Shelter and
Services and served two years as
vice moderator and two years as
moderator for the board as well.
She also served three years as a
Hospice volunteer and for two and
one half years served as an inter-
racial dialogue moderator for the
YWCA. She served as volunteer in
the early years for public radio;
and docent for the Cape Fear
Museum.

Church for her was not an
event; it was a way of life. She gave
committed service to Chestnut
Street Presbyterian Church where
she was in charge of the Junior
Choir for thirty-nine (39) years;
was in charge of the combined
choir on the fifth Sunday; was
Moderator for the Christian
Education Committee; was a
Deacon and Board  Moderator and
Secretary. She served as chair of
the Vacation Bible School and
Church Bazar. She served as treas-
urer of the Presbyterian Women's
Organization for nine years. She
used the church van to carry
adults and young people to the
annual meetings in Fayetteville.

In 2012, The Committee on
Christian Education (CCE) select-
ed Mrs. Harris as an outstanding

older adult who had been a faithful
volunteer both in the church and
community. She was chosen from
submissions by Presbytery of
Coastal Carolina churches and
among others was the subject of a
power point presentation during
their Presbytery meeting in
Elizabethtown, N. C. She was also
recognized as one of the Living
Legends of the Wilmington com-
munity.

She was an excellent seamstress
and was famously known for many
years as a show-stealing model in
the Links, Incorporated Annual
Fine Arts Brunch. As another
hobby, she truly enjoyed putting
together scrapbooks of programs,
photos, awards and other hi-lights
of her life and her family. It served
as a reminder of the value of a life
lived well and to show others about
how God lived in her.

In her words, among the many
honors she has received, she is
most proud of being honored on
October 28, 2001, when the
Chestnut Street Presbyterian
Church USA dedicated its 135th
Anniversary Booklet to her in
recognition and appreciation of
her service to the church, commu-
nity and education.

She leaves to cherish her memo-
ry one son Darryl Keith (Kim) of
Wakefield, Rhode Island; three (3)
grandsons, Brandon Keith of
Bloomington, IN, Evan Keith of
Cleveland, Ohio and Taylor Keith
of North Providence, RI; three
nieces, Gina Jenkins (Jeremy) of
Charlotte, N. C. Staten Barksdale
Miller (Robert III) of Spartanburg,
S. C. and Siera Barksdale of
Charlotte, N. C.; two grand nieces,
Gabriella Jenkins and Gianna
Jenkins of Charlotte, N. C. and a
host of other relatives and friends.

Funeral services were held on
Thursday, November 21, 2019 at
Chestnut Street Presbyterian
Church. Burial was in
Greenlawn Memorial Park.
Arrangements by Adkins-Drain
Funeral Service. Inc., 515 South
Eighth Street, Wilmington, North
Carolina 28401.  Condolences may
be shared at www.adkinsdrainfu-
neralservice.com.
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All Scriptures are from the
KJV!

Hebrews 13:15, "By him
therefore let us offer the sac-
rifice of praise to God contin-
ually, that is the fruit of our
lips giving thanks to his
name".

Attitude is defined as a set-
tled way of thinking or feel-
ing about someone (God) or
something (worship), typical-
ly one that is reflected in a
person's behavior (thanksgiv-
ing). A position of the body
proper to or implying an
action or spiritual state (pray-
ing and meditating on the
Word).

Thanksgiving as we know
it is a national holiday cele-
brated in this country, which
celebrates the Pilgrim's meal
with the Native Americans.
Today, it  is reserved as a day
to spend time with loved ones
and for mainly giving thanks.
But thanksgiving and many
others religious celebrations,
have lost their true meaning
and has become a pagan holi-
day. Commercialism and
other distractions have clev-
erly robbed it of its true
meaning (Christ has been
replace by Santa Clause in
Christmas and the Easter
bunny for resurrection of
Jesus Christ).

We as Christians should
hold to the truth of the cele-
brations of our Christian her-
itage as the children of God,
that should start being rooted
in the Word of God. We must
not allow the secular world,
that is anti-God, to set the

agenda for how we think.
Our thought process must be
rooted in the Word of God.
That means actions will be
about  changes that brings
about a result of thanksgiv-
ing and worship to God. Let's
now turn to the teaching of
the infallible, unchanging
Word of God on this subject of
Worship (thanksgiving); you
can't have one without the
other (interdependent).

Psalm 103:1-5, 1"Bless the
LORD, O my soul: and all that
is within me, bless his holy
name. 2  Bless the LORD, O
my soul, and forget not all his
benefits:

3  Who forgiveth all thine
iniquities; who healeth all thy
diseases; 4  Who redeemeth
thy life from destruction; who
crowneth thee with lov-
ingkindness and tender mer-
cies; 5  Who satisfieth thy
mouth with good things; so
that thy youth is renewed like
the eagle's" (I have taken own-
ership these verses in my
heart). Ps. 119:11, Thy word
have I hid in my heart, that I
might not sin against thee".

Psalm 104:1-5, 1"Bless the
LORD, O my soul. O LORD
my God, thou art very great;
thou art clothed with honour
and majesty. 2  Who coverest
thyself with light as with a
garment: who stretchest out
the heavens like a curtain: 3
Who layeth the beams of his
chambers in the waters: who
maketh the clouds his chari-
ot: who walketh upon the
wings of the wind: 4  Who
maketh his angels spirits; his

ministers a flaming fire: 5
Who laid the foundations of
the earth, that it should not
be removed for ever" (This is
the attitude of the heart that
is filled with the Word).

A lack of thankfulness and
praise to God
is the result
of taking His
blessings for
granted. All
too often, we
can only see
the difficult
c i r c u m -
stances fac-
ing us or the
things that we
do not have
and complete-
ly overlook-

ing all that we have in Christ.
On our very worst days, if we
have genuinely trusted
Christ, just remember we are
forgiven and redeemed. We
are also, sons and daughters
of God, recipients of His
unfailing love and tender
mercies. We have a peace and
inner satisfaction that this
world cannot offer. Best of
all; the challenges of life are
merely temporary, but the
benefits of God's goodness
and mercy are eternal (2 Cor.
4:17). "We need to take our
eyes off of the things we can
see, the afflictions and diffi-
culties of this life, and focus
on those things we cannot
see: the eternal blessings God
has so mercifully given us" (2
Cor. 4:18). When we do, like
David, we will overflow with
the praises to the Lord.

Psalm 105:1-12,1 "O give
thanks unto the LORD; call
upon his name: make known
his deeds among the people. 2
Sing unto him, sing psalms
unto him: talk ye of all his
wondrous works. 3 Glory ye
in his holy name: let the heart
of them rejoice that seek the
LORD. 4 Seek the LORD, and
his strength: seek his face
evermore. 5 Remember his
marvellous works that he
hath done; his wonders, and
the judgments of his mouth; 6
O ye seed of Abraham his ser-
vant, ye children of Jacob his
chosen. 7a He is the LORD
our God" (God's Word is alive
in us).
Psalm 106:1-5,1 "Praise ye the
LORD. O give thanks unto the
LORD; for he is good: for his
mercy endureth for ever. 2
Who can utter the mighty
acts of the LORD? who can
shew forth all his praise? 3
Blessed are they that keep
judgment, and he that doeth
righteousness at all times. 4
Remember me, O LORD, with
the favour that thou bearest
unto thy people: O visit me
with thy salvation; 5 That I
may see the good of thy cho-
sen, that I may rejoice in the
gladness of thy nation, that I
may glory with thine inheri-
tance" (this is honoring God
through praises).

Psalm 107:1-9,1 "O give
thanks unto the LORD, for he
is good: for his mercy
endureth for ever. 2  Let the
redeemed of the LORD say so,
whom he hath redeemed from
the hand of the enemy" (This

is what we do as a Christian).
Acts 16:25, "And at mid-

night Paul and Silas prayed,
and sang praises unto God:
and the prisoners heard
them" (Praising God brings
deliverance/ healing).

Eph. 5:19-20,"Speaking to
yourselves in psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs,
singing and making melody
in your heart to the Lord;
Giving thanks always for all
things unto God and the
Father in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ"

Heb. 2:12,"Saying, I will
declare thy name unto my
brethren, in the midst of the
church will I sing praise unto
thee" (This is who we are and
what we do).

Rev.15:3,"And they sing the
song of Moses the servant of
God, and the song of the
Lamb, saying, Great and mar-
vellous are thy works, Lord
God Almighty; just and true
are thy ways, thou King of
saints" .

Ps. 77:11-12,"I will remem-
ber the works of the Lord:
surely I will remember thy
wonders of old. I will medi-
tate also of all thy work, and
talk of thy doings"( we also
meditate on the word of God
day and night, it's a lifestyle)!

Isa. 12:5-6,"Sing unto the
Lord; for he hath done excel-
lent things: this is known in
all the earth. Cry out and
shout, thou inhabitant of
Zion: for great is the Holy One
of Israel in the midst of thee"
God's promise is an everlast-
ing covenant, given to

Abraham's descendants, the
nation of Israel (v. 10b). But
the New Testament reveals
that all those whose faith is
in the Lord are descendants
of Abraham, regardless of
race or nationality. Abraham
has a physical seed, the Jews,
but he also has a spiritual
seed: all who trust the Lord
for righteousness. Gal. 3:7-9,
29.7 "Know ye therefore that
they which are of faith, the
same are the children of
Abraham.8 And the scrip-
ture, foreseeing that God
would justify the heathen
through faith, preached
before the gospel unto
Abraham, saying, In thee
shall all nations be blessed.9
So then they which be of faith
are blessed with faithful
Abraham. 29 And if ye be
Christ's, then are ye
Abraham's seed, and heirs
according to the promise".
"Praise God from whom all
blessings flow, Praise Him all
creatures here below. Praise
Him above ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son and Holy
Ghost". Ps. 150:6, Let every-
thing that hath breath praise
the Lord. Praise ye the Lord.
Ps. 19:14 Let the words of my
mouth, and the meditation of
my heart, be acceptable in thy
sight, o Lord, my strength,
and my redeemed. Amen 

Reverend Naconiel
Fullwood currently the pastor
of MRDRC Ministries (Mircle,
Restoration, Deliverance,
Revival Center Ministries
Inc.) located in Wilmington,
NC.

TELL SOMEBODYTELL SOMEBODY

““AA    TThhaannkkssggiivviinngg    PPrraaiissee””
"I will bless the  Lord at all times: his praise shall continually be in my mouth."  Psalm 34:1

Attend  the  religious  institution  Attend  the  religious  institution  
of  your  choice  this  weekof  your  choice  this  week
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MMoooorree’’ss  CChhaappeell  AAMMEE  ZZiioonn  CChhuurrcchh,, 1492 Village Rd.,
Leland will hold a Father, Son and Holy
Ghost program service on Sunday,
December 8, 2019 at 3:00 p.m. The
speakers will be Rev. Annette
Clemmons, Rev. George Patrick and
Rev. Betty Jean Patton.

Policies for briefs, news, & photos on
page 2.
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Rev.
Naconiel
Fullwood
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CONTRIBUTING WRITERS

O what a beautiful morning;
O what a beautiful day!  This is
the day that the Lord has made-
Rejoice!  The Senior Citizens'
Fellowship with joy in our
hearts, met at our usual place
and time. The meeting was
called to order by our vice pres-
ident Mrs. Mary Green. Our
devotional leader Mrs. Margie
Robinson led us in singing "In
Times like these."  Our prayer
warrior this morning was Mrs.
Marie Stitt. Thank You God for
hearing our prayers. Next we
sang "Love lifted me."  

Minister Doris McQuillan
was our speaker today. Have
you thought Jesus was in
Heaven and God was not
pleased with what was going
on?  So He sent His Son, Jesus.
We should never neglect God
for He sent His Son. Jesus was
crucified. The cause of His
death was crucifixion.
Everyone that is saved has a job
to do, to spread the great news
of Jesus Christ so we can go
back with Him. We should not
judge, gossip, or run anyone
down, nor mistreat anyone. We
have to learn to be like Jesus
and treat them with kindness.
Talk about the Lord to others.
We need to share the good

news. He has done so much for
us. We should praise God for
all His greatness. We should
not want anything to separate
us from God. He loves us and
will see us through whatever
we are or will go through. Love
one another. God brought us to
where we are. Minister
McQuillan was thanked for a
great message and was given a
hand.

Our president Mrs. Gladys
Taylor asked for remarks on
the 43rd Anniversary. Some
sentiments were shared. The
minutes from our last meeting
were read by Mrs. Mildred
Ellerby and subsequently
approved. Next roll call was

held as well as trip callers. The
winner was Mrs. Sadie
Bunting. All callers were
thanked and given a hand for
their efforts. Mrs. Annie
Haskins gave her report. She
asked us to continue praying
and visiting those in the report.

Announcements were enter-
tained. Everyone was encour-
aged to have a Happy
Thanksgiving. Share your love
and food with someone. We all
have a lot to be thankful for.
Give thanks always!  Our circle
was formed and we sang "Bind
us together."  Prayer was
offered by Minister Doris
McQuillan. There were 37 in
attendance.

AA s we come together
with family and
friends to  celebrate

the time honored holiday of
Thanksgiving, before we carve
the turkey, toss the salad, eat
the greens, and serve the cob-
bler…let us remember to offer
unto the Lord our God, a
Thanksgiving Praise!  Praise
never takes a holiday, because
everyday is a day of thanksgiv-
ing!

Psalm 33:1 says, "Rejoice in
the Lord, O ye righteous: for
praise is comely for the
upright."  "It is a good thing to
give thanks unto the Lord, and
to sing praises unto thy name,
O most High."  Psalm 92:1   It is
always good and proper to give
praise unto the Lord. As a mat-
ter of fact, Saints of God under-
stand the purpose and power of
praise.

The purpose  of praise is to
exalt the name of the Lord.
Psalm 34:3, says "O magnify the
Lord with me, and let us exalt
his name together."  Praise
brings us into the presence of
the Lord. "Enter into his gates
with thanksgiving, and into his
courts with praise: be thankful
unto him, and bless his name."
Psalm 11:4  "But thou art holy, O
thou that inhabitest the praises
of Israel."  Psalm  22:3

Praise reminds us of God's
greatness. "Great is the Lord,
and greatly to be praised; and
his greatness is unsearchable."

Psalm 145:3  "Thy way, O God, is
in the sanctuary: who is so
great a God as our God?"

The power of praise can
edify the Believer. The more
we bless the Lord, the more he

blesses us.
This is
important to
k n o w
b e c a u s e ,
there  will be
times when
we do not feel
like giving
God praise.
Our praise
should not be
predicated on

a feeling, because feelings
change. God never changes,
and Jesus remains the same!
Hebrews 13:8 states, "Jesus
Christ the same yesterday, and
today, and forever." 

The economy is down, un-
employment is up, and sick-
ness has no respect of person.
Nevertheless, when we  assume
an  attitude of gratitude, praise
will  pick us up every time!
Praise is what we do, even
when we are going through.
The power of praise can lift us
up out of despair, despondency,
and depression. When we stop
and give God praise, we  focus
on Truth, rather than facts.
Facts say you may be broke, but
Truth says, "Our God shall sup-
ply all our need according to
his riches in glory by Christ

Jesus."    Facts, may  say you
have a bad report from the doc-
tor, but whose report are you
going to believe?  Facts say you
are sick, but Truth, says, "with
his stripes you are healed!"
The facts may determine that
you need a miracle. Truth
reminds you that, "With God all
things are possible."

David the psalmist said in
Psalm 34:1, "I will bless the
Lord at all times; HIS PRAISE
SHALL CONTINUALLY BE
IN MY MOUTH."

This praise warrior had a
made up mind, and a double
determination to give God
praise in whatever state he
found himself in. When he
declared that  he would bless
the Lord at all times, it was
because  he trusted  the Lord
at all times. The words of his
testimony  showed great con-
fidence  in the Lord's ability to
deliver him out of any and
every situation. He even said,
"Yea, thou I walk through the
valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil: for thou art
with me…"  Psalm 23. He had
so much faith in God's  ability
to deliver him, he offered God
praise in advance. On at least
one occasion, he gave God an
undignified praise. He
praised God in the dance until
he felt better!   He didn't care
who saw him praising the
Lord. He was so  full of
thanksgiving!

Like our brother, David,
let's keep the high praises  of
God in our mouth, before, dur-
ing, and after this holiday sea-
son. "Let the people praise
thee, O God; let all the people
praise thee."  Psalm 67:5     

Prayer: Dear Lord, touch
my heart, so that I can give
you praise every day of my
life, because everyday is a day
of thanksgiving!   And you are
so  worthy! In Jesus'Name
Amen. Happy Thanksgiving!
Tell Somebody!

Mrs. Sylvia B. Hooper is a
native Wilmingtonian, mar-
ried to Pastor Johnson A.
Hooper, First Lady of Faith
Outreach COGIC,
Jacksonville, N.C.  She is a
mother of three wonderful
children and a proud grand-
mother! She is a Licensed
Evangelist with COGIC,
International. She is the
President of P.W.E. Pastors
Wives Empowerment Confe-
rence, an annual event held in
honor of Pastors and minis-
ters Wives.  This support
group's focus is to Encourage,
Embrace and Empower Elect
Ladies    to be all they can be
in Christ Jesus, while provid-
ing support to their husbands,
who are Gospel preachers and
pastors. Her heart's desire is
to please the Lord, rescue the
perishing, comfort the dying,
and live a life that gives God
glory!

Sylvia
Hooper

BBYY  CCOORRAA  LLEESSTTEERR
OF THE DRUM NEWSPAPER

The Christians, book one,
follows the life and love of
Mary Jean Woods, a young,
Christian woman in 1960
South Louisiana as she
maneuvers through self-dis-
covery, unrighteousness, and
betrayal in hopes to find a true
spiritual identity.

Through this first release,
B.J.T Ledet weaves a story that
answers “What exemplifies a
Christian?” and introduce
readers to characters who
boldly feel right–even all-
knowing– in their beliefs
when they are flawed and
some are fallen.

The Christians deals with
the distinctive differences and
interactions between the char-
acters who consider them-
selves Christians and those
who don’t. Meet ministers
who are in the business of reli-
gion instead of uplifting the
people and teaching them to
love. Meet the ‘show and tell’

flock alongside the church
Mothers who have tunnel
vision and live in the past.

Using romance, family
scandals, and murder, the
novel questions who is and is
not a Christian and how the
interactions between family
and friends impact the spiritu-
al growth of young adults.
B.J.T. Ledet is a retired
Hurricane Katrina survivor
who worked at Tulane
University in New Orleans.
She attended Southern
University and A&M College
and Tulane University.
Currently, she gives back to
the community by tutoring
kids inside her home while
working on completing the
trilogy. Ledet enjoys writing
from her Baton Rouge home
where she lives with her
spouse, a dog, and a cat.
Published by Jozef Syndicate,
The Christians (ISBN 978-
1944155209) is available on
Amazon and at www.jozefsyn-
dicate.com/creators/b-j-t-
ledet/

BOOK REVIEW:BOOK REVIEW: ‘‘
TThhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss’’  ffeeaattuurreess  aa  
11996600ss  LLoouuiissiiaannaa  lloovvee  ssttoorryy

“THE CHRISTIANS”
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• Date(s) you want the ad to appear

• Name and daytime phone number of contact for any questions or clarifications

Rates: $20.00 Per Column Inch.
All Ads Are Payable In Advance Unless You Are An Established Advertiser. We accept …By Phone

910-762-5502
Monday–Friday 

9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. 
…By Fax

910-343-1334
24 Hours/7 Days

…By Email
wilmjournads@aol.com

24 Hours/7 Days

CLASSIFIED
9THE WILMINGTON JOURNAL
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It Pays To Advertise In  

THE

WILMINGTON JOURNAL

For Information 

Call Us 

At 910-762-5502

ADVERTISE

SEEKING SALES?

RESULTS?

TTHHEE  
WWIILLMMIINNGGTTOONN

JJOOUURRNNAALL

CALL

(910) 762-5502

Searching for

additional customers?

The 

Wilmington Journal’s

readers have been 

trusting us for the 

past 92 years

to bring them 

the news 

that interest 

our 

community.

The Wilmington Journal 

can  help you  find a 

solution to your 

growing needs. 

Call us today.

Attention Attorneys 

and 

Government

Agencies

When it comes to legal
advertising, 

The Wilmington
Journal 

is qualified to meet all
your needs in 

accordance with North
Carolina 

General Statute 1-597. 
Notice to Creditors,

Notice of Bids, 
Service by Publication,

Divorce, 
Foreclosures, Notice of

Sale, Etc. 
OUR PRICES ARE
COMPETITIVE! 

Contact us for special
rates at 

(910-762-5502)Ext. 22 
or

wilmjournads@aol.com

LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICESLEGAL NOTICESLEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified
as Administrator of the estate of
Eartle Locklear, deceased, of the
New Hanover County, North
Carolina, does hereby notify all per-
sons, firms and corporations having
claims against the estate to exhibit
them to the undersigned on or
before the 14th day of February,
2020, or this notice will be pleaded
in bar of their recovery.  All per-
sons, firms and corporations
indebted to said estate please make
immediate payment to the under-
signed.

This the 14th day of November,
2019

Jerrell Locklear, Administrator
4216 Parmele Rd.
Castle Hayne, NC 28429

November 14, 21, 28, December 5,
2019

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified
as Executor of the estate of
Margaret J, Stanley, deceased, of
the New Hanover County, North
Carolina, does hereby notify all per-
sons, firms and corporations having
claims against the estate to exhibit
them to the undersigned on or
before the 28th day of February,
2020, or this notice will be pleaded
in bar of their recovery.  All per-
sons, firms and corporations
indebted to said estate please make
immediate payment to the under-
signed.

This the 28th day of November,
2019

Louis W. Stanley, Jr., Executor
5574 US Hwy 117 South
Burgaw, NC 28425

November 28, December 5, 12, 19,
2019

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified
as Executrix of the estate of
Catherine M. Davis, deceased, of
the New Hanover County, North
Carolina, does hereby notify all per-
sons, firms and corporations having
claims against the estate to exhibit
them to the undersigned on or
before the 28th day of February,
2020, or this notice will be pleaded
in bar of their recovery.  All per-
sons, firms and corporations
indebted to said estate please make
immediate payment to the under-
signed.

This the 28th day of November,
2019

Gwenetta C. Haugabrook, Executrix
1409 Wooster St.
Wilmington, NC 28401

November 28, December 5, 12, 19,
2019

Notice of Sale to Enforce
Lien for Unpaid Storage

Charges

The name and address of
the lienor:

Smith Creek Boatyard, Inc.
805 Cornelius Harnett Drive
Wilmington, NC  28401

The name of the person
having legal title to the
property:

Ernest B. Vick
401 Marina Street
Carolina Beach, NC  28428

Description of the property:

1986 Chris Craft Catalina
Hull ID:  GGHES101F586

Amount due for which the
lien is claimed:

As of October 14, 2019  -
$4,771.15

Place of the sale:

Steps at the New Hanover
County Court House
316 Princess Street
Wilmington, NC  28401

Date and hour when the
sale is to be held:

December 16, 2019
1:00 p.m.

November 28, December
5, 2019

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified as
Administrator CTA of the estate of
Arthur Farrell Teague, deceased,
of the New Hanover County, North
Carolina, does hereby notify all per-
sons, firms and corporations having
claims against the estate to exhibit
them to the undersigned on or before
the 14th day of February, 2020, or
this notice will be pleaded in bar of
their recovery.  All persons, firms and
corporations indebted to said estate
please make immediate payment to
the undersigned.

This the 14th day of November, 2019

S. Lynn Teague, Administrator CTA 
5005 Pine Knoll Rd.
Wilmington, NC 28411

November 14, 21, 28, December 5,
2019

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified
as Administrator CTA of the estate
of Geraldine T. Teague, deceased,
of the New Hanover County, North
Carolina, does hereby notify all per-
sons, firms and corporations having
claims against the estate to exhibit
them to the undersigned on or
before the 14th day of February,
2020, or this notice will be pleaded
in bar of their recovery.  All persons,
firms and corporations indebted to
said estate please make immediate
payment to the undersigned.

This the 14th day of November,
2019

S. Lynn Teague, Administrator CTA
5005 Pine Knoll Rd.
Wilmington, NC 28411

November 14, 21, 28, December 5,
2019

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

IN THE DISTRICT COURT
JUVENILE SESSION

FILE NO.  18 JT 125-126

IN THE MATTER OF:
A.B.  (DOB:  10/11/2005)
B.B.  (DOB:  03/28/2004)

TO: RESPONDENT: STEPHEN
BUCK, LEGAL FATHER OF
THE ABOVE CAPTIONED
MALE CHILDREN BORN IN
WILMINGTON, NEW
HANOVER COUNTY, NORTH
CAROLINA TO SHELBY
DEESE.

Take notice that a
pleading seeking relief against
you has been filed in the
above-entitled action.  The
nature of the relief being
sought is as follows:

Termination of all
parental rights you have to the
above-captioned minor child.

You are required to
make defense to such pleading
within forty (40) days following
November 14, 2019, which
date is the date of first publica-
tion of this Notice.  Upon your
failure to do so, the party seek-
ing service against you will
apply to the Court for the relief
sought. You have the right to
attend this hearing and you
have the right to be represent-
ed by counsel and can apply for
court appointed counsel.

Attorney Margaret
Jennings was previously
appointed to represent Kristina
Smalls, and she can be
reached at 320 Chestnut
Street, Wilmington, NC 28401
or (910) 762-0850.

YOU ARE HEREBY
NOTIFIED THAT A HEARING ON
THE PETITION TO TERMINATE
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS IS
SCHEDULED FOR January 27,
2020, AT 9:30 A.M. or as soon
thereafter as it may be heard,
at the New Hanover County
Courthouse, 316 Princess
Street, Wilmington, North
Carolina, 28401.

This the 8th day of November,
2019.

Karen F. Richards
Staff Attorney - New Hanover
County
Department of Social Services
PO Box 1559
Wilmington, NC  28402
(910) 798-3510

November 14, 21, 28, 2019

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified
as Executor of the estate of
Thomas Burton Supples (Thomas
B. Supples), deceased, of the New
Hanover County, North Carolina,
does hereby notify all persons,
firms and corporations having
claims against the estate to exhib-
it them to the undersigned on or
before the 16th day of February,
2020, or this notice will be plead-
ed in bar of their recovery.  All per-
sons, firms and corporations
indebted to said estate please
make immediate payment to the
undersigned.

This the 14th day of November,
2019

Thomas A. Supples, Executor
c/o Allen & Spence, Attorneys At
Law
3737 Glenwood Ave. Suite 100
Raleigh, NC 27612

November 14, 21, 28, December
5, 2019

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified
as Administrator of the estate of
Sharyn Williams Nowling,
deceased, of the New Hanover
County, North Carolina, does here-
by notify all persons, firms and
corporations having claims against
the estate to exhibit them to the
undersigned on or before the 14th
day of February, 2020, or this
notice will be pleaded in bar of
their recovery.  All persons, firms
and corporations indebted to said
estate please make immediate
payment to the undersigned.

This the 14th day of November,
2019

Jefferson Nowling, Administrator
5616 Chilmark Court
Wilmington, NC 28412

November 14, 21, 28, December
5, 2019

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA

NEW HANOVER COUNTY 

THE UNDERSIGNED, Paula
Mitchell, having qualified on the
28th day of October, 2019, as
Administrator of the Estate of Earl
C. Hines (2019-E-1338),
deceased, does hereby notify all
persons, firms, and corporations
having claims against said Estate
that they must present them to
the undersigned at DAVID E.
ANDERSON, PLLC, 9111 Market
Street, Suite A, Wilmington, North
Carolina, 28411, on or before the
24th day of February, 2020, or
the claims will be forever barred
thereafter, and this notice will be
pleaded in bar of recovery. All per-
sons, firms, and corporations
indebted to said Estate will please
make prompt payment to the
undersigned at the above address.

This 21st day of November 2019.

Paula Mitchell
Administrator
ESTATE OF EARL C. HINES
David Anderson
Attorney at Law
9111 Market St, Ste A
Wilmington, NC 28411

November 21, 28, December 5,
12, 2019

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

IN THE GENERAL COURT 
OF JUSTICE

SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION
BEFORE THE CLERK

IN THE MATTER OF THE
ESTATE OF: ALBERT HENRY

NORMAN
FILE NO.  02 E 334

The undersigned having qualified
as the Administrator of the Estate
of Albert Henry Norman,
deceased, does hereby notify all
persons, firms, or corporations
having claims against said dece-
dent to exhibit the same to
Adriene Norman, Administrator, at
the address set out to below , on
or before February 20, 2020, or
this notice will be pleaded as a bar
to recovery.  All persons indebted
to the decedent will please make
payment to the undersigned at
either addresses set out below.  

This the 21st day of November,
2019

The Law Office of Erma L. Johnson,
P.C. 
2803 Market Street 
PO Box 696
Wilmington, North Carolina 28402

November 21, 28, December 5,
12, 2019

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified as
Executor of the estate of Lora Mae
Sellers, deceased, of the New
Hanover County, North Carolina,
does hereby notify all persons, firms
and corporations having claims
against the estate to exhibit them to
the undersigned on or before the
21st day of February, 2020, or
this notice will be pleaded in bar of
their recovery.  All persons, firms
and corporations indebted to said
estate please make immediate pay-
ment to the undersigned.

This the 21st day of November, 2019

Daniel Burgwyn Sellers, Executor
125 Sandra Blvd.
Sanford, Fl  32773

November 21, 28, December 5,  12,
2019

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified
as Administrator of the estate of
Mary Lilly Dew, deceased, of the
New Hanover County, North
Carolina, does hereby notify all per-
sons, firms and corporations having
claims against the estate to exhibit
them to the undersigned on or
before the 28th day of February,
2020, or this notice will be pleaded
in bar of their recovery.  All per-
sons, firms and corporations
indebted to said estate please make
immediate payment to the under-
signed.

This the 28th day of November,
2019

Donald Wayne Dew, Administrator
5616 Old Garden Rd.  Apt.  305
Wilmington, NC 28403

November 28, December 5, 12, 19,
2019

BID REQUEST

RPC Contracting is requesting
bids from any interested
NCDOT Certified DBE, MBE,
&WBE firms for Contracts
DA00471 in Dare Co. and
DA00483 in Currituck Co. bid-
ding on 12/11/19.  There will
be a pre-bid conference at
3:00 PM on Monday 12/2/19 at
the office of RPC Contracting,
934 W. Kitty Hawk Road, Kitty
Hawk, NC 27949.  Plans and
specifications are available for
review at the same location or
may be downloaded from
NCDOT's Project Letting web-
site at
https://connect.ncdot.gov/let-
ting/pages/Division1Letting.as
px.  For more information
please call 252-261-3336, ask
for Jay.  RPC Contracting is an
Equal Opportunity Employer.

November 28, 2019

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified
as Administrator of the estate of
James F. Garvey, Jr., deceased,
of the New Hanover County, North
Carolina, does hereby notify all per-
sons, firms and corporations having
claims against the estate to exhibit
them to the undersigned on or
before the 14th day of February,
2020, or this notice will be pleaded
in bar of their recovery.  All per-
sons, firms and corporations
indebted to said estate please make
immediate payment to the under-
signed.

This the 14th day of November,
2019

Marilyn Halliday, Administrator 
4080 Creek Rd.
Youngstown, NY  14174

November 14, 21, 28, December 5,
2019

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA

NEW HANOVER COUNTY

THE UNDERSIGNED, Horace G.
Moore, III, having qualified on the
18th day of November, 2019, as
Administrator of the Estate of Sara
Barto Moore (2019-E-1441),
deceased, does hereby notify all
persons, firms, and corporations
having claims against said Estate
that they must present them to the
undersigned at DAVID E. ANDER-
SON, PLLC, 9111 Market Street,
Suite A, Wilmington, North Carolina,
28411, on or before the 24th day
of February, 2020, or the claims
will be forever barred thereafter, and
this notice will be pleaded in bar of
recovery.  All persons, firms, and
corporations indebted to said Estate
will please make prompt payment to
the undersigned at the above
address.

This 21st day of November 2019.

Horace G. Moore, III
Administrator
ESTATE OF Sara Barto Moore
David Anderson
Attorney at Law
9111 Market St, Ste A
Wilmington, NC 28411

November 21, 28, December 5, 12,
2019

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified
as Administratrix of the estate of
Louise F. Owens, deceased, of the
New Hanover County, North
Carolina, does hereby notify all per-
sons, firms and corporations having
claims against the estate to exhibit
them to the undersigned on or
before the 7th day of February,
2020, or this notice will be pleaded
in bar of their recovery.  All per-
sons, firms and corporations
indebted to said estate please make
immediate payment to the under-
signed.

This the 7th day of November, 2019

Tina Owens Jackson, Administratrix
9145 Atlas Cedar Dr.
Charlotte, NC 28215

November 7, 14, 21, 28, 2019

NOTICE
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified
as Executrix of the Estate of Nancy
Taylor Bullard deceased, of New
Hanover County, North Carolina, do
hereby notify all persons, firms and
corporations having claims against
the estate to exhibit them to the
undersigned on or before the 14th
day of February, 2020, or this
notice will be pleaded in bar of their
recovery.  All persons, firms and
corporations indebted to said estate
will please make immediate pay-
ment to the undersigned.

This 14th day of November, 2019.
Mary Jo Baker
Executrix of the Estate of Nancy
Taylor Bullard
3304 Arthur Minnis Road
Hillsborough, NC 28443
MURCHISON, TAYLOR & 
GIBSON, PLLC
1979 Eastwood Road, Suite 101
Wilmington, NC 28403

November 14, 21, 28, December 5,
2019

mailto:wilmjournads@aol.com
mailto:wilmjournads@aol.com
https://connect.ncdot.gov/let-ting/pages/Division1Letting.as
https://connect.ncdot.gov/let-ting/pages/Division1Letting.as
https://connect.ncdot.gov/let-ting/pages/Division1Letting.as


EAEAGLE ISLANDGLE ISLAND
FRFRUIT & SEAFOODUIT & SEAFOOD

Highway 421 North
Wilmington, NC 28401

“Biggest Little“Biggest Little
SStore tore YYou Everou Ever

Saw”Saw”
LIVE BAIT & TACKLE

762-1193762-1193

John Wilder
Independent Associate

Executive Director
Small Business & Group 

910-297-0925 or 888-286-0168
Opportunity Info 206-209-2022

www.Jwilder1.com

Home 910-675-1250
Cell 910-540-4406
Office 910-675-3840

NC LICENSE #2473
NATION WIDE SERVICE

3-N-1 BAIL
BONDING CO.

Owner/Operator
Mary C. Nixon

Bail Bonding Agent

P.O. Box 12831
Wilmington, NC 28405

“Trust me for all your
life insurance needs...

permanent, term, 
universal & retirement.”

State Farm  Insurance Companies
Home Offices: Bloomington, Illinois

Henry B. Brown
Agent

CALL ME

2816-A South College Rd.
Wilmington, NC 28412

Bus.: 910-395-2300
Home: 910-794-9359

HHEERREE  AARREE  OOUURR  CCAARRDDSSHHEERREE  AARREE  OOUURR  CCAARRDDSS ..  ..  ..  
WhateverWhatever you’re looking for, consider these local businesses 
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Use This Space 
For Your Business Card 
It Pays To Advertise In  

THE

WILMINGTON JOURNAL

For Information 
Please Call Us At 910-762-5502

OWEN METTS REALTY
We can help! 

We specialize in the
following services:

• Buying, selling, or 
investments real estate 

• Real estate consulting services
• Loan modifications, 

foreclosure counseling
• Credit and budget 

counseling
•HUD Register Agent

•Estate Planning

NEW LISTINGS NEEDED
DO YOU WANT TO SELL OR RENT

YOUR PROPERTY?
WE MAY HAVE A BUYER OR RENTER

WAITING FOR YOUR PROPERTY
DO YOU WANT TO PURCHASE PROPERTY?

Please call us first 
TODAY FOR AN APPOINTMENT

321 North Front Street • Phone: 910-763-3777 
Cell: 910-297-6997

Email: ometts@yahoo.com
ww.owenmettsrealty.com

OWEN E. METTS, SR., 
Licensed Realtor/Broker, Certified Housing Counselor

FFIIRRSSTTFFIIRRSSTT

THE BENEFIT CONNECTION
We can help you! 

When  experience matters, Call us today!

Monday - Friday 9 am-5 pm * 910.763.3777 

We represent several insurance companies 

Owen E. Metts, Sr., Licensed Agent

The Benefit Connection 
321 North Front Street 
Wilmington, NC 28401 
910.763.3777 Phone

910.297.6997 Cell

We can help you save money!

Personal and professional

service for over 30 years. 

We specialize in: 
Health, life, disability, dental,

group and individuals 
Roth IRAs, 401-k's, 403-b's, annuities 

Long term care and Medicare supplements 
Regardless of your health or age 

CALL US TODAY. 

SOUTH KERR
AUTO SERVICE

OWEN METTS
REALTY

(Coach) Columbus Pridgen
Bail Bonding

Make That One Phone Call Count 
Mobile Phone:910-616-2519

Mobile Phone: 910-512-1372

Columbus Pridgen
Owner/Operator

Identify Theft: America’s Fasting Growing Crime!
Think you’re not at risk? Unfortunately you are.
Do you...
hand your credit card to servers at restaurants?
sign your credit cards?
supply personal information over the internet?
keep your Social Security number in your wallet or purse?
leave mail at your home or business for the postal carrier to collect?
throw away mail with personal information without shredding it?

Have you......
thought about writing or revising your will?
been audited by the IRS?
purchased a home?
been a defendant in a civil lawsuit?
signed a contract of any kind?
paid a bill you thought was unfair?
received an inaccurate credit report?
received a moving traffic violation you thought was unjustified?
had any type of legal question?

LEGAL EMPOWERMENT FOR YOUR LIFE
Your Family• Your Will• Your Money• Your Retirement•Your Car

272 N. Front Street, Suite 300
Post Office Box 2279

Wilmington North Carolina 28402-2279
Email: pgrear@grearlaw.com
Phone: (910) 763-4671
Facsimile: (910) 763-0925
Toll Free (800) 222-8009

Areas of Practice:
New Hanover, Pender,

Brunswick, Columbus, &
Duplin Counties

Appointments only:
For cost and details: www.grearlaw.com

 CONSUMER BANKRUPTCY
AUTO ACCIDENTS
WORKERS COMPENSATION
 SOCIAL SECURITY

DISABILITY
 TRAFFIC  TICKETS
WILLS & ESTATES

 POWERS OF ATTORNEY
 DEED PREPARATION
 BUSINESS FORMATIONS
 CREDIT REPAIR

(Nationwide)
 ELDER LAW

Peter Grear, Attorney at Law

•On site mobile repair
•All minor and major

repairs 
•Foreign and Domestic

•New and used tires
•Valet service

OIL CHANGE $34.95
BRAKES $40.00 + PARTS

223B S. Kerr Ave.
Wilmington, NC 28403

910-233-7977

SAM
NEWKIRK

“For The right Approach
Call Coach”

NOW OPEN!!

http://www.Jwilder1.com
mailto:ometts@yahoo.com
mailto:pgrear@grearlaw.com
http://www.grearlaw.com
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