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own when he reported for 
duty, but he figured that 
would be alright because he 
would be sharing a patrol 
car during his shifts. At that 
time, DPS office 1-B7 was 
located on the second floor 
of the Hopkins County 
Courthouse. To Tex, the 
office looked really small, 
containing just a small red 
table, a chair and a filing 
cabinet, squeezed into a 
cubbyhole between the 
offices of Justice of the 
Peace DeWitt Loyd and 
County Attorney John 
Perry. 
  “ I met my new partner, 
Don King and along with 
John Odom, that made 
three of us in the office to 
serve the large district. At 
that time I had no idea 
of the wild and woolly 
adventures awaiting me 
in this new role! As I 
told you, I had previously 
been working in a Driver’s 
License office and I was 
just 25 years old, fresh out 
of the Army and  Highway 
Patrol School in Austin. 
Well, it’s true that my 
training had prepared me to 
be hired as a DPS Highway 
Patrol officer, but I would 
gain a lifetime of valuable 
experience while serving 
here over the next 28 years 
of my career. But for now, 
where was I going to stay 
until my family could re-
locate from Howe, Texas? 
And could we afford a 
place since my budget for 
rent would only be about 
$100 a month, tops? The 
answer to my problem 
came from  County Judge 
W.B. Kitts, to ‘just bunk in 
the courthouse until you 
can find a place to live’. 
And so I did.”
  On the third floor of the 
drafty old building was 
a room with a sign on 
the door that read ‘Jury 
Room’. In it were about a 
dozen old army-style cots. 
See, in the old days when 
citizens were called to jury 
duty from a distance away, 
let’s say 15 or 20 miles or 

more from the Courthouse, 
and they might not get 
back for each day’s session 
if they had to travel by 
horseback or wagon, then 
the jurors could stay in the 
jury room. At this time, 
the courthouse used steam 
heat with radiators along 
the walls, and it had indoor 
plumbing, and so the jury 
room was fairly livable. 
Actually, the janitor known 
as “Doc” stayed up there 
full time and was on site in 
the courthouse at night. So, 
I just picked a cot at the 
other end of the room from 
where he had his space, 
and we both slept fairly 
well as I remember, except 
for the sometimes rowdy 
noise from people hanging 
out on the square! But, of 
course I was looking for 
more permanent quarters.
  Well, a few nights later, 
my partner Don King 
received a late-night call 
at his home, and came to 
pick me up. We went out to 
a location south of Martin 
Springs and handled the 

call without incident.  But 
on the way back in, Don 
told me about a house on 
Church Street he’d heard 
of that was for rent. He 
drove me by to check it 
out. It looked like it would 
do for us, and when I 
found out it would be only 
$60 per month, I said I’d 
take it. That was sure good 
news I called Marie with, 
and soon enough she was 
ready to come to Sulphur 
Springs. Don came through 
for us again, by borrowing 
a cattle trailer from a friend 
and helping me move my 
family and our furniture 
to Sulphur Springs. We 
actually got settled in 
on Christmas Eve 1965, 
with just enough time 
before the stores closed 
downtown to do some 
quick Christmas shopping. 
At a store, maybe it was 
Babcock’s, on the east side 
of the square, we bought a 
little pedal car for Tammy 
to play in. It sure was a 
good Christmas just being 
together, and that ended 
my ten days residence 
inside the Hopkins County 
Courthouse. 
   I was learning a lot 
about patrol duty, and 
we worked closely with 
county law enforcement. 
Back in the mid 60’s, the 
Hopkins County Sheriff 
was Delphie Leewright. He 
had a little office in the old 
jail and he had 6 deputies 
on his staff. The Sulphur 
Springs Police
Chief was Ernest Morton 

and he had 8 officers.  
Others on the county 
payroll were Liquor Agent 
Wayne Woods, Game 
Warden John Jackson and 
Constable Gird Grant. The 
local DPS office had 3 
officers, myself, Don King 
and John Odom, but our 
District Headquarters was 
in Mt. Pleasant with ten 
employees total. Between 
us we covered Titus and 
Red River Counties too, 
and basically everything 
starting north from the Red 
River to the Sabine River 
south of Rains County. 
Back then, everybody 
helped each other. Nobody 

tried to hog the scene when 
we worked an accident, 
and there would often be 
numerous officers at an 
accident site. There was 
lots of co-operation and 
there was plenty of work 
for us too, which kept us 
quite busy enforcing the 
law within our counties 
and sometimes beyond. 
But I want you to know, 
the bravest peace officer I 
ever saw or worked with 
in person was Sheriff 
Leewright.  
 One day while out on 
patrol, we got a radio 
call concerning a man 
in the Pickton area who 
supposedly was “on his 
way to his home to kill his 
wife”. We headed straight 
out to the location. I was 
driving and my partner 
riding  with  me  and we 
followed in pursuit, 
using the directions and 
landmarks we had been 
given.  The Sheriff was 
headed there too, because 
he knew the man and 
where he lived. When we 

arrived on the scene, we 
followed the ‘procedure 
to approach a suspected 
gunfight’ which means we 
waited outside our patrol 
cars, leaving the doors 
open to use as shields, as 
we were trained to do. We 
were crouched down with 
our weapons pulled when 
the Sheriff arrived on the 
scene. Deputy Joe Bevill 
was driving the Sheriff’s 
car and when they pulled 
up at the front of the 
house, the Sheriff bailed 
out of his unit on the 
passenger side and ran full 
speed toward the chain link 
gate. He never tried to stop 

and open the gate, he just 
knocked it off the hinges 
and kept running. He 
jumped up onto the porch 
and then he hit the screen 
door and the wooden door 
with his shoulder knocking 
both off the hinges into the 
living room, and went right 
on in. In about 30 seconds 
he stepped back out on 
the porch and said ‘it’s 
over boys’. The man had 
committed suicide after he 
killed his wife there at the 
home.
  I mentioned the old 
jail that was behind the 
courthouse back then in the 
1960’s. It was connected 
to the courthouse by a 
stairway and an  above-
ground walk way that was 
two stories high. That’s how 
we would bring prisoners 
back and forth from the 
jail to the courthouse. Very 
seldom would a woman 
ever be jailed in Hopkins 
County, but when that was 
necessary, there was one 

  This is a story about the 
only living person to have 
resided inside the Hopkins 
County Courthouse! I have 
this on good authority, 
because that person told 
me the story himself in the 
Autumn of 2019. Roger 
“Tex” Maynard, Special 
Texas Ranger, charter 
member of the Hopkins 
County Sheriff’s Posse’s 
mounted patrol, and former 
Hopkins County Constable 
Precinct 1, actually began 
his law enforcement career 
with the Texas Department 
of Public Safety, and that 
career quickly became 
much more colorful once 
he got to Hopkins County, 
where he eventually settled, 
made his home and raised 
his family.
 It was December 10, 
1965, when Tex arrived 
in Sulphur Springs after 
getting orders for transfer 
to the DPS office serving 
Hopkins, Wood and a few 
other surrounding counties. 
He had been serving at 
the DPS Driver’s License 
office at Sherman, Texas 
in Grayson County,  and 
because the re-assignment 
came up quickly, he 
arrived in Sulphur Springs 
without a vehicle or a place 
to live. He had elected to 
leave the family car with 
his wife Marie and baby 
daughter, and thus did not 
have transportation of his 

‘Living In The Courthouse’,  A Story About Roger ‘Tex’ Maynard’, The Only 
Living Person Who Once Resided In The Hopkins County Courthouse
                                                                                        By Enola Gay Mathews

Tex at his “Lonesome Dove” cabin.

Hopkins County Sheriff’s possee with Tex at right with US Flag and 
granddaughter Gracie

Tex is front row left in this 1965 photo of DPS Headquarters 1-B7

Tex and Smoky Continued On Pg. 4
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Real Estate

F A R M E R S , 
LANDSCAPERS or 
GARDENERS, did you or 
a loved one use Roundup 
Weed Killer and were 
diagnosed with NON-
HODGKINS LYMPHOMA 
(Cancer)? You may be 
entitled to compensation. 
Call Attorney Charles 
Johnson 1-800-535-5727   (tf)

FOR SALE: 4x4 post, 
8-10-12-14 ft. $5.00 each. 
Odd & end lumber, 2x6 
- 2x4. Call 903-348-5820                        
(tf)

FOR SALE: Hardrock 
maple dining table with 
6 chairs & 2 leafs. PRICE 
REDUCED to $300. Maple 
double dresser & mirror. 
$100. 2 TV stands. $25 
each. Call 903-348-5820.            
(tf)

FREE Dogs & Cats: 
Chiweenies puppies.  1 
black lab. Black Lab 
puppies, 1 Great Dane, 1 
Pit Bull. These are all free 
to a good home. Please call 
903-431-4398                   (tf)

Real Estate

Miscellaneous

Adoption Education Miscellaneous

Open daily Hwy. 154 South 
Fruit Stand. Lots of great 
food, fresh tomatoes, 
all kinds of jams, jellies, 
salsa, honey, ribbon cane 
syrup and homemade 
fried pies. Hope to see you 
there!                                   (tf)

FOR SALE: 2 burial plots 
at Restlawn Cemetery. 
$1,200 each. Call 903-348-
5820.                                      (tf)

FOR SALE: NEW 2018 
GMC Acadia Denali Grill 
$350. NEW 2015 GMC 
Sierra Mirrors, electric. 
$350.  Call 903-348-5820.                       
(tf)

FOR SALE: 4 tires 
& wheels. 285/50R20. 
Vogue White Walls. 
903-348-4949.  (tf)

CELEBRATION AN- 
TIQUES AND MORE. 
Open daily 10-5. 800 Jef-
ferson St. If you need 
anything we have it. 903-
243-3270. Check us out!   
(tf)

LAND FOR SALE by 
owner.  35 acres north 
Hopkins County. Call 
903-862-3279.   (tf)

FOR SALE: Marble blue 
& white shower stall, 3 
ft. wide x 4 ft. long x 7 ft. 
tall. Whirlpool tub, 40”  x 
72”, 2 sink vanity, 5’ long 
x 21” wide. All fixtures 
$1,000. 903-348-5820.

Lung Cancer?
Asbestos exposure in industrial,

construction, manufacturing jobs, or the
military may be the cause. Family in

the home were also exposed.
Call 1-866-795-3684 or email

cancer@breakinginjurynews.com.  
$30 billion is set aside for asbestos

victims with cancer. Valuable settlement
monies may not require filing a lawsuit. 

Get FAA approved maintenance training at campuses 
coast to coast. Job placement assistance. 

Financial Aid for qualifying students. Military friendly. 

Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance
800-481-7894

AIRLINE 
CAREERS

Rex Bridges 2x5

Tex is front row left in this 1965 photo of DPS Headquarters 1-B7

Applying for Social 
Security Disability or 
Appealing a Denied 
Claim?  Call Bill Gor-
don & Assoc., Social 
Security Disability At-
torneys, 1-855-498-
6323! FREE Consulta-
tions. Local Attorneys 
Nationwide [Mail: 2420 
N St NW, Washington 
DC. Office: Broward 
Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

Pregnant? Consider-
ing Adoption?  We help 
with food, housing, 
medical, counseling, 
etc.  You can relocate.  
Choose adoptive fam-
ily for your baby.  We’re 
friendly, caring, com-
pletely confidential. 
Call 866-621-0933

Pregnant? Maybe 
Adoption? Living Ex-
penses Paid. Nation-
wide Agency. Talk With 
Us 24/7. 866-716-3041. 
Online Chat. Online 
Application. www.one-
truegift.com. Text 515-
778-2341. Not valid in 
FL, NM, & OR

Place in Autos Wanted

CARS/TRUCKS WANT-
ED!!!  All Makes/Mod-
els 2002-2018! Any 
Condition. Running or 
Not. Top $$$ Paid! Free 
Towing! We’re Nation-
wide! Call Now: 1-888-
985-1806

AIRLINE MECHANIC 
TRAINING – Get FAA 
Technician certifica-
tion. Approved for mili-
tary benefits.  Financial 
Aid if qualified. Job 
placement assistance. 
Call Aviation Institute 
of Maintenance 866-
453-6204

Help Wanted. Paid 
Daily. No Experience 
Needed. Full Details 
Go To: www.BestEasy-
Work.com/bamidan
Place in Health & Fit-
ness

Earthlink High Speed 
Internet. As Low As 
$14.95/month (for the 
first 3 months.) Reli-
able High Speed Fi-
ber Optic Technology. 
Stream Videos, Music 
and More! Call Earth-
link Today 1-855-520-
7938

Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Re-
claim independence 
and mobility with the 
compact design and 
long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free in-
formation kit! Call 888-
609-2189

Autos Wanted
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Living In The Courthouse, ‘Tex Maynard Story’ 
Continued.......
isolated cell seperate from 
the main jail used for male 
prisoners. Back before drugs 
became prevalent, we were 
kept pretty busy because 
of alcohol, and handling 
calls about  people who 
were ‘rowdy’ or ‘under the 
influence of alcohol’. This 
was true during my days 
on Highway Patrol and 
then during my 18 years 
as a Constable. Times have 
really changed since then, 
but actually, people are still 
the same. They still break 
the rules and the law has 
to intervene. Today’s GPS 
has really helped peace 

officers and how they 
are dispatched to calls. 
Not that many years ago, 
we’d find a location by 
landmarks, like ‘turn after 
Mitchell’s haymeadow’, 
or ‘the house right after 
two curves in the road’. 
Now, computers provide 
indispensable support 
for law enforcement, but 
they will never replace 
the personal touch in this 
profession, because so 
often a situation still comes 
down to one-on-one. I 
hope officers never have to 
lose the human aspect of 

law enforcement” 
   As a fellow posse 
member with Tex, I am 
proud to get to tell one 
of his many stories about 
early law enforcement, 
and to say that this public 
servant is my friend and 
probably yours too.  Roger 
“Tex” Maynard, originally 
from Smith County, 
Texas built his home in 
southern Hopkins County 
where today he and Marie 
raise cattle and hay and 
enjoy their horses, 12 
grandchildren and the 
great-grandkids.

Become a Published 
Author. We want to 
Read Your Book! Dor-
rance Publishing-
Trusted by Authors 
Since 1920 Book 
manuscript submis-
sions currently being 
reviewed. Comprehen-
sive Services: Con-
sultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distri-
bution Call for Your 
Free Author’s Guide 
1-877-626-2213

$30 billion is set aside 
for asbestos victims 
with cancer. Valuable 
settlement monies may 
not require filing a law-
suit.

Lung Cancer? Asbes-
tos exposure in in-
dustrial, construction, 
manufacturing jobs, 
or military may be the 
cause. Family in the 
home were also ex-
posed. Call 1-866-795-
3684 or email cancer@
breakinginjurynews.
com. 

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutu-
al Insurance Company. 
NOT just a discount 
plan, REAL coverage 
for [350 ] procedures. 
Call 1-877-308-2834 
for details. www.den-
tal50plus.com/cadnet 
6118-0219

Attention all Home-
owners in jeopardy of 
Foreclosure? We can 
help stop your home 
from foreclosure. The 
Foreclosure Defense 
helpline can help save 
your home. The Call is 
absolutely free. 1-855-
516-6641.

Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced 
debris-blocking gut-
ter protection. Sched-
ule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% 
off and 0% financing 
for those who qualify. 
PLUS Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-
402-0373
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www.guardiangaragedoor.com

GUARDIAN 
GARAGE DOORS

Repair • Service • Installation
VETERAN OWNED & OPERATED

903.274.2414
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Classified Ads   cont.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Two great new of-
fers from AT&T Wire-
less! Ask how to get 
the Next Generation 
Samsung Galaxy S10e 
FREE. FREE iPhone 
with AT&T’s Buy one, 
Give One. While sup-
plies last! CALL 1-866-
565-8452 or www.
freephonesnow.com//
cadnet

$$OLD GUITARS & 
AMPS WANTED$$ GIB-
SON • FENDER • MAR-
TIN. ALL BRANDS. TOP 
DOLLAR PAID. CALL 
TOLL FREE 1-866-433-
8277

HEAR AGAIN! Try our 
hearing aid for just 
$75 down and $50 
per month! Call 800-
426-4212 and mention 
88272 for a risk free 
trial! FREE SHIPPING!
Cross country Moving, 
Long distance Moving 
Company, out of state 
move $799 Long Dis-
tance Movers. Get Free 
quote on your Long 
distance move. 1-844-
452-1706

Get NFL Sunday Tick-
et FREE w/ DIRECTV 
Choice All-Included Pack-
age. $59.99/month for 
12 months. 185 Chan-
nels PLUS Thousands 
of Shows/Movies On De-
mand. FREE Genie HD 
DVR Upgrade. Call 1-855-
781-1565 or satellitedeal-
now.com/cadnet

Call Empire Today® to 
schedule a FREE in-
home estimate on Car-
peting & Flooring. Call 
Today! 1-855-404-2366

Want to purchase min-
erals and other oil and 
gas interests. Send de-
tails to P.O. Box 13557 
Denver, Co. 80201

Miscellaneous Miscellaneous
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