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The newsletter is always available
online at www.pfb.com/berks

Thanks to those of you who have
opted to receive your newsletter
electronically. So far, 2% of our

members have agreed to stop their
paper/snail-mail newsletters. We
encourage you to help us move into
the 21st century by letting us know
that you want electronic only, or that
you’d still prefer the paper version.

Please e-mail robinl@ptd.net to
let us know your preference:
paper vs. email/online.
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HAPPY NEW YEAR

to everyone from the Berks County Farm Bureau
Let’s make it a great year!

Spring Banquet
Friday, March 20, 2020
Check in time is 6:45 p.m.

Price and food is still being worked on, however you WILL be able to pick up your
FREE Reading Phillies tickets (that date yet to be determined)

This amazing event held at the
Berks County Ag Center 1238 County Welfare Road, Leesport PA 19533

2020 Safety Poster Contest

2020 Safety poster Contest has begun. The theme is “Be Safe, Don’t Pass.” Please
check the PFB website www.pfb.com/safety-contests for forms; they will also be
available at the banquet. Entries must be submitted to Berks County by the end of April.
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Meet Our New Board Member

We are happy to welcome a new member to our board, Mr.
§ Mark Wicks:

Greetings farm bureau members! My name is Mark Wicks
and I am honored to be the newest member of the board of the
Berks County Farm Bureau. I grew up on a dairy farm outside
% of Strausstown and graduated from Delaware Valley
i University with a degree in Dairy Science. I currently live in
Y the same area with my wife, Joan whom I met at Del Val. We
have a daughter and son who are both U. S. Air Force officers.
We own a small farm and breed a small herd of Wagyu beef cattle. Shortly after I
graduated, I worked on the family farm and also as a part time artificial insemination
(Al) technician. I eventually had the opportunity to take over one of these businesses
and now operate under the name of Wicks A. I., INC. doing business in much of eastern
Pennsylvania and New Jersey. I am also an active pilot and flight instructor.

One of the issues that  have great interest in is eliminating the school property tax.
I plan to move that forward any way that I can. I'm looking forward to meeting many
new Farm Bureau members over the next few years. Please let us know what issues
are important to you.
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2019 Policies As approved at the Fall Banquet
Berks County 10/04/19

State

1. We support PFB developing a group health insurance program
for its membership.

2. We support the PA Dept of Revenue developing a means of
providing Farmers with a tax exemption number as many
vendors are not satisfied unless one is provided.

3. We oppose the PA Game Commission’s decision to withdraw
land from active farming.

4. We recommend that PA Farm Bureau list legislator’s phone
numbers and names in the Country Focus with their voting
records on the issue of elimination of school property tax.

5. We recommend that PA Farm Bureau lobbies the FSA to put
ARC-PLC on the 578.

See the rest of the policies and more on page 4.

Berks County
Nationwide Agents _
Kathy Barry *  Jeffrey Spotts * Pemsyl“gl
Robesonia Wyomissing E-
610-693-5000 610-374-2911 Nationwide' Farm Burean,
Michael Tompkins
Davidheiser Insurance
B womissine  FOF YOUF always

610-367-6095

888-601-2611

growing side.

Brian The Deangelo
Hunsinger* Company
Douglassville Wyomissing We help protect your farm, family, finances
610-582-5204 484-334-4132 and future. As a Farm Bureau member, you
may be eligible for a discount on your farm
David Koeffler David Wilson  insurance from the #1 farm insurer.!
Reading Birdsboro
Learn more at nationwide.com/pfb.
610-929-9951 610-582-9233
S 'SNL Financial, 2017 (National) Market Share Report. Products underwritten by Nationwide
James William Young  Mutualinsurance Company and Affilated Companies. Home Office: Columbus, OH 43215
. Subject to underwriting guidelines, review, and approval. Products and discounts not
Mclntyre* Readmg ,PA available to all persons in all states. Nationwide, the Nationwide N and Eagle and
Nationwide is on your side are service marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company.
Morgantown 610-779-8064 e Farm Bureau and th fetters F3 are registered service marks of American Farm Bureau
6 1 0 286 6 1 70 and used under license by Nationwide. © 2019 Nationwide AFC-0315A0.2 (05/19) 11091933
- a * Farm Certified

@WMSC

BUSINESS SERVICES

Affiliated with Pennsylvania Farm Bureau

Focused on Agricultural
and Small Businesses

717.731.3517

www.mscbusiness.net

MSC Business Services Account Supervisors
Carl Ganster - 610-678-1816 Jason Seibert - 717-274-0217

SAFEMARK DEALERS
Kantner Tire Pikeville Zimmerman Farm
230 S. Franklin St Equipment Service
Shoemakersville 521 Oysterdale Rd 180 School House Rd
610-562-2567 Oley Bethel

610-987-6277 717-933-4114

Farm Bureau Tire Service

A Division of Safemark

Currently operating in Adams, Chester,
Cumberland, Dauphin, Franklin, Lancaster,
Lebanon, Montgomery, Perry and York

Farm Bureau members will receive special service pricing!

; "\ Firestone « BKT » Carlisle » Mitas
CEAT « Alliance « Bridgestone
Cultor « Michelin « Titan

Make Us Your Farm Tire Headquarters!

24-hr Emergency Service - Call 717.743.0167

Please call Steve at 1.866.438.1656 or 717.724.9484
to order new tires or schedule a repair
Middletown, PA

? Confused by 2
¢ healthcare options &

Farm Bureau’s experienced and trained staff
are ready to help. At no cost to you, we can:

* Answer your questions

+ Customize and compare your options
« Work within your budget

* Help you make informed decisions

Knowledgeable. Helpful. Dedicated.

i, For plan and rate information,
%
£ 1Q ¥ call 800.522.2375
%"THSW‘J‘&,

www.pfb.com/healthservices
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There’s More to Membership

Experience the value of belonging.

THE LINCOLN
MOTOR COMPANY

www pfb.comford to download certificate
tust be a member for 30+ days; rebate not always stackable,
some exclusions may apply

Exclusive cash bonus toward the purchase or
lease of an eligible new vehicle 500 off Ford,
$750 off Lincoln

www.johndeere.com farmbureau
Only evcilable of John Deere
declerships

ﬂ JoHN DEERE

GER.

(@9 jiffylube

$ SHERWIN -WILLIAMS

fecount# 855486417
Www.qrainger.com/farmbureau

Code: 11361045
National Fleet Discount

tust show membership card
Exceptions may apply

Code: PFB-7650-085
855.692.8330

wiww.nrghom epowercom /PAF arm

nrg

WIWW. AM g as.C0M

ACHeloa’s Prapers Coopary Contact your nearest dealer
Business  Code 1586181PHL
Advantage www.Staple shdy antage.com

Crline purchases

AWD Disc. Cade: AZ98838

800.331.1212
Wi, avis.com/path

AVIS
BCD Offer Code: Y7 75738

800.527.0700
www.budget.com/p afh

»iBudget’

(% CHOICE

a WYNDHAM

ﬁ IORSELOVERZZcou

CASE Hil

AGRICULTURE

CAT

.MRM BLIREAIFBANK®

Code: 76215

wuw.ptb.com/hersheypark

wiid lewil d.com/pafarmbureau

Wik ennywood.com /paf arm

Special Rate ID: 00209780
800.258.2847

Cerporate Rote 8000002941

877.670.7088

717.944.1466

Renewdls 10% off, Cade: PAFB
New $10 off, Cede: PAFB39
www.lancasterfarming.com

1.800.8-SADDLE

tembership number required

wiwi.pfh.com/caseih
to download cerfificate

wiww.pfb.com/cat
to download cerfificate

wwww.farm bure aubank.com

Berks County Farm Bureau Newsletter

Pennsylvania Farm Bureau knows you work hard for
your money and your membershlp should too. Visit
WWW, pfb.com/ser\nces to see how io get your
share of $2.7 million in annual savings.

To redeem discounts, use the required codes, websites,
and/or phone numbers found by logging into the
Members Only website ot www.pfbmembers.org.
tember Benefits are subjedt to change without notice.

tembership Dues Are Non-Refundable

ScriptSave

Cede Group 946
WellRx T
1.888.497.7447
Cle arVa|ue www.clearyaluehearing.com
P
' 800.522.2375
. wi.pfb.com /healthservices
“‘mnﬂ“’,

717.731.3517

Wiw.ms chusingss.net

Mg

\Cnl SINESS SERVICES
7B MIMBERS' SERVICE CORFORATION

PFB L 1
Sﬂﬂmﬁgﬁ 717.232.5000
Vi Nationwide® offers a variety

of insurance and financial
services to Farm Bureau
members including farm®,
auto™, home*, pet*, travel®,
powersports, commercial and

life insurance.
*deled discounts may apply.

Natlonwide'

Iz on your side

To learn more, contact your local Nationwide
agent or visit Nationwide.com/pth.

AD&D Insurance: Group Accidental Death
& Dismemberment policy for each qualified
member in family. Immediate value $1000.
Annual increase $300 for consecutive renewals
before January 1 each yearto maximum $ 3100
value. *Subject to policy terms and conditions.

5% off advertising rates in PFB publications.
Contact advertising coordinator for details.

A 33 partion of annual dues

e

covers @ one-yeor subseription COUNTRY P usilively . Save even more with County Farm

ta a PFB publication. Fammer F Cl l S ennsylvanla Bureau Local Discounts! Y

members receive 11 issues of the *

Counfry Focus newspaper and : .

Pt b » R » For a complete list of discounts offered by
receive 4 issues of the quarterly Stew current on ag issues Staries about farming,

+375 locally-owned businesses in nearly
50 counties visit pfb.com/localdiscounts.

Paosifively Pennsylvania mogezine. and Farm Bureau news food and destinations
Applicants selecting “farmer?,
“part-time fammer”or “agribusiness”
on the membership application
are classified as “farmer”mem-
bers. Should no box be checked
and o famrn name not be listed,
member will be classified as
“friend of farmer” Please contact
your county Farm Bureau with
questions regarding membership
classification.

Local discaunts not offered in all caunties
Ivania

i B Pennsylvania Farm Bureau
510 S. 31st Street PO. Box 8736
Camp Hill, PA 17001-8736
717.761.2740

www.pfb.com




IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

DATE EVENT LOCATION TIME

February 14 BCFB Board Meeting Ag Center 7:30 p.m.
March 13 BCFB Board Training Ag Center 7:00 p.m.
March 20 Spring Banquet Ag Center 6:45 p.m.
April 3 BCFB Board Meeting Ag Center 7:30 p.m.
October 2 Fall Banquet Ag Center 6:45 p.m.

el o Interested in receiving the online version
q of our Newsletter?
? So far,

2% of our members have agreed to stop their paper/snail-mail newsletters.
We encourage you to help us move into the 21st century by
letting us know that you want electronic only!

Please e-mail robinl@ptd.net to let us know!

2019 Policies As approved at the Fall Banquet Berks County 10/04/19 Continued

Federal

1. We recommend deletion of AFBF item #204 policy #1 (relating to hemp legislation that has been achieved).

2. We recommend deletion of AFBF item #204 policy #2 (relating to hemp legislation that has been achieved).

3. We support AFBF monitoring the development and marketing of lab grown protein, also known as clean meat, so as to
provide FB members with accurate and timely information.

Federal and PA

1. We support the production, processing, commercialization and utilization of industrial hemp and we recommend AG
Funding for Research & Development of the processing and marketing of industrial hemp.

2. We oppose diversion of any Ag funding to clean meat research and development.

Pennsylvania The Annual Convention was held in November at Hershey Lodge. Many topics were discussed along

- with various speakers.

'-® Maybe you would like to attend next November? Speak with any board member for more information!
Farm Bureau (It’s free to attend.)

Find out more about these and other Member

Rosetree @ Consulting

' _ Benefits and Services at www.pfb.com
Agricultural - Environmental

Rosetree Consulting provides soil sampling, crop consulting,
and government regulatory documents for agricultural

operations of all sizes. Our goal is to provide clients with 4 - - ﬁ
the information and understanding needed to make better SHER|;VIN HERSHEYPARK b
decisions and have a more profitable operation. Rosetree WILLIAMS. ~——

Consulting offers a 5% discount on regulatory services
(manure management plans, nutrient management plans,
conservation plans, odor management plans) to Berks

County Farm Bureau members. Contact Eric Rosenbaum STAPtES AVI S®

484-788-7263



