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Carly Chan of
Almaden receives
National YoungArts
Award for design art
SEE PAGE 4

New nonprofit 
Kittens First 
partners with city
shelter to save 
kittens SEE PAGE 16

Senior Living
Atria Almaden is pre-leasing for 

fall 2020 grand opening
SEE PAGE 6

By Lorraine Gabbert
Senior Staff Writer

S
an Jose Chief of Police Edgar‐
do (Eddie) Garcia updated
residents on local crime and

the state of the police department
at a recent Almaden Valley Com‐
munity Association meeting.

Garcia, who has been with the
San Jose police department since
1992, and chief for four years, says
he has yet to meet a San Jose neigh‐
borhood that doesn’t want more
police officers. He also can’t wait
for legislature to pass on gun con‐
trol.

“We’re proud of what we’ve
done,” he says. In 2018, San Jose
patrol officers took nearly 200
guns off the street during car stops
and investigations. “Recently, offi‐

cers approached an individual
whose car was stopped in a road‐
way,” he says. “It was a gang mem‐
ber on parole for assault with a
deadly weapon. He started to
reach into his waistband as offi‐
cers approached, but they stopped
him. He had a loaded Glock.”

Garcia says that the officers
could have driven by as all they’re
required to do is respond to 9‐1‐
1 calls. “They risk their lives every
day to take guns off the street,” he
says. “Guns that may have been
responsible for murder, assault
with a deadly weapon, robbery,
burglary, or a home invasion.
That’s what your officers do all
the time.”

He expressed his frustration
See GARCIA, page 18

Santa Clara County
talked immigration,
women’s health in 2019

By Katie Lauer
Article courtesy of San José Spotlight

I
t was a momentous year for Santa Clara
County lawmakers as they made major deci‐
sions on a wide array of policy issues, includ‐

ing immigration, homelessness, women’s health
and foster children’s safety.

Here is a look at the top votes and policy dis‐
cussions of 2019.

Sanctuary and ICE notification policy
Santa Clara County’s sanctuary city policy

took center stage after board members asked
the administration to consider changes on U.S.
Immigration and Customs Enforcement noti‐
fications during its April 6 meeting, which led
to eight hours of passionate discussion from
residents and local lawmakers.

The sanctuary city policy bars the county
from notifying ICE agents when undocument‐
ed immigrants are released from jail or hon‐
oring civil detainer requests, which would hold

Chief Eddie Garcia takes a bite out of crime

The Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors meets at 70 W. Hedding St. in San Jose. Photo by Katie Lauer.

SEE OUR LISTINGS OF LOCAL REALTORS, CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING AND HOME IMPROVEMENT ADVERTISEMENTS INSIDE THE BACK COVER

Candidate Forum 
to be held at AVCA
meeting: Jan. 13

The Almaden Valley Commu‐
nity Association meeting on Jan.
13 will feature a State Senate Dis‐
trict 15 Candidate Forum start‐
ing at 7 p.m. 

Candidates vying for the Sen‐
ate office currently being served
by soon to be termed out Demo‐
cratic Senator Jim Beall are:
Anthony Macias (Republican),
California Republican Party Del‐
egate and candidate for the same
office in 2016; Nora Campos (Dem‐
ocratic), former state assembly‐
woman for California's 23rd State
Assembly district (2010‐2012)
and California's 27th State Assem‐
bly district (2012‐2016) and can‐
didate for California's 15th State
Senate district in 2016; Dave
Cortese (Democratic), Santa Clara
County supervisor; Tim Gilder‐
sleeve (no party preference), can‐
didate for U.S. Senate in 2016 and
2018; Johnny Khamis (no party
preference), San Jose City Coun‐
cilmember; and Ann Ravel
(Democratic), former chair of
Federal Election Commission. 

The Candidate Forum will take
place at WestGate Church ‐ South
Hills Campus, 6601 Camden Ave.,
San Jose, CA, 95120.

Minimum wage increase 
in San Jose now in effect 

San Jose minimum wage work‐
ers are getting a wage boost of
25 cents to $15.25 per hour effec‐
tive Jan. 1, 2020.  

Cities that already have hit the
$15 threshold will also see gains:
In Cupertino, wages will increase
to $15.35. Workers in El Cerri‐
to will earn $15.37 Los Altos,
Palo Alto and Santa Clara all will
raise the minimum wage to
$15.40 per hour. Alameda and
San Leandro are set to reach $15
by July.

immigrants until agents can arrive and initiate
deportation. The policy came under national
scrutiny after a San Jose woman, Bambi Lar‐
son, was brutally murdered by an undocu‐
mented immigrant and as President Donald

Trump used a series of high‐profile slayings to
criticize sanctuary policies.

After 56 days of heated debate and finger
pointing between the county and the city, the 

See YEAR IN REVIEW, page 23

2019: The year in review

San Jose Chief of Police Edgardo (Eddie) Garcia updated residents on local crime.
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Fairgrounds
manager gets 20‑
year extension
despite poor
showing

The struggling Santa Clara Coun‐
ty Fairgrounds non‐profit has been
granted a new 20‐year contract to
continue running the 158‐acre prop‐
erty.

The 20‐year contract with Fair‐
grounds Management Corp. allows
the county to terminate the agree‐
ment at any point with 90‐day writ‐
ten notice. The non‐profit must also
submit a draft master plan by the
end of April outlining its vision for
revamping the property, including
reports about its finances, mainte‐
nance and upcoming projects.

The Board of Supervisors
approved the contract at a time
when the county also is contem‐
plating redevelopment plans for
the fairgrounds on Tully Rd, which
includes a 55‐acre public park, a
family entertainment center, hotel
and sports facilities for the San Jose
Giants, and San Jose Earthquakes.

Times Classifieds
Work!

(408) 494-7000
See page 23

C
arly Chan a senior at Leland
High School, has been named
a 2020 National YoungArts

Foundation (YoungArts) Finalist
in Design Arts, the organization’s
highest honor.  

Chan has been recognized for
her artistic achievement and joins
the nation’s most accomplished
artists in the visual, literary, and
performing arts. 

“I’m honored to be one of the
2020 YoungArts Finalists in Design
Arts, and I look forward to further
exploring the role design plays in
inclusion and awareness as I join
the YoungArts community,” Chan
said.

Chan was selected by an
esteemed discipline‐specific panel
of artists through a rigorous blind
adjudication process. This year’s
award winners represent the top
9.5% of applications across ten
artistic disciplines.  

YoungArts award winners gain
access to one of the most presti‐
gious programs for emerging
artists in the United States in which
they will have opportunities for

creative and professional devel‐
opment throughout their entire
careers.

Chan will receive a cash prize of
up to $10,000 and will participate
in National YoungArts Week (Jan‐
uary 5—12, 2020), the organiza‐
tion’s signature program provid‐
ing artists with an intensive, week‐
long and all‐inclusive program fea‐
turing master classes, workshops,
and mentorship from leading
artists in their fields. 

As a Finalist, Chan will be eligi‐
ble to be nominated to become a
U.S. Presidential Scholar in the Arts,
one of the highest honors given to
high school seniors bestowed by
the President of the United States.
As the sole nominating agency,
every year YoungArts nominates
60 artists to the White House Com‐
mission on Presidential Scholars.
The Commission then selects the
20 U.S. Presidential Scholars in the
Arts.

Carly said she encourages other
high school students to enter in
the annual National YoungArts
Foundation competition.  They can

enter in any of these 10 disciplines:
cinematic arts, classical music,
dance, design arts, jazz, photogra‐
phy, theater, visual arts, voice, and

writing.  
You can find out more informa‐

tion by visiting: www.youn‐
garts.org/faq

LETTERS

Climate change
debate heats up
Dear Editor,

In his Dec. 27 response to my open letter to
Greta, Will Turner used several cities as exam‐
ples of cities that have been flooded due to sea
level changes he claims were caused by glob‐
al warming. But most of the floods he cited
were due to hurricanes which have been hap‐
pening in those areas for all recorded history
and have not been proven to be the result of a
1.5 degree increase in temperature. 

Will Turner provided the URL (https://en.
wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_floods) for a Wiki‐
pedia article on floods that he claimed showed
“the number of floods per year constantly
increases with this year being the worst.” I did

not find that to be true, check out the URL and
you’ll see what I mean.  I did find this note
about the Mississippi River Flood of March
1543. “The flooding reportedly lasted for 40
days” and I’m sure no one blamed it on excess
CO2. The reason more floods are being report‐
ed now may only be that better records are
being kept. I only found the one flood on the
Mississippi listed for 1543. If the Mississippi
was flooded for 40 days, there must have been
floods in other places, but no one is keeping
records.

Turner asked “...what causes of the current
climate change are occurring other than our
overloading the atmosphere with pollutants?”
Mr. Turner, CO2 is not a “pollutant”, it is a neces‐
sity for plants to live. Our current 1.5 degree
increase in temperature could have been caused
by the same natural forces that caused Green‐
land to become warm many centuries ago and
that warmed up the world after previous ice ages.

In the Nov 25, 2019 Forbes magazine, there

is an article by Michel Shellenberger titled “Why
Apocalyptic Claims About Climate Are Wrong”.
In his article Shellenberger points out that Cli‐
mate scientists are starting to push back against
exaggerations by activists, journalists, and other
scientists. The following paragraph in bold was
copied from Shellenberger’s article.

I asked the Australian climate scientist
Tom Wigley what he thought of the claim
that climate change threatens civilization.
“It really does bother me because it’s wrong,”
he said. “All these young people have been
misinformed. And partly it’s Greta Thun‑
berg’s fault. Not deliberately. But she’s
wrong.”

Mr. Turner, if you are concerned that too
much CO2 will destroy civilization, why don’t
you push for the development of nuclear power
plants that can produce energy without pro‐
ducing CO2?

Louise Cate
Almaden Valley

Carly Chan of Almaden
receives national design
art award from YoungArts

Leland senior Carly Chan has been named a 2020 National YoungArts Foun-
dation finalist.
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Times Local News

A
tria Senior Living has announced pre‐
leasing at Atria Almaden. The new
senior living community will include

200 apartments and offers independent liv‐
ing, assisted living and memory care serv‐
ices. Atria Almaden is operated by Atria Sen‐
ior Living, a leading provider of senior hous‐
ing throughout California for more than 20
years.

Atria Almaden is located at 4610 Almaden
Expressway. The community’s new leasing
center is now open, with their grand open‐
ing slated for fall 2020.  Visitors to the com‐
munity’s leasing center, located just off of
Branham Lane, can browse floor plans and
discuss specific care needs.

The building will feature outdoor ameni‐
ties including a pool, walking path along the
Guadalupe River, fire pits, kitchen and shuf‐
fleboard court. Other amenities will include
a fitness center, yoga studio, golf simulator,
art studio, technology center, salon and spa,
movie theater, and billiards room. There
will be three on‐site dining venues: a mod‐
ern, full‐service restaurant, sky lounge and
bistro. Residents will also enjoy concierge
service, chauffeured town car service, a cal‐
endar of curated events, discreet care, house‐
keeping service and underground parking. 

“We are excited to grow our presence in
San Jose and to add Atria Almaden to our
portfolio,” said Mike Mejia, Senior Vice Pres‐

ident at Atria Senior Living. “Residents of
Atria Almaden will enjoy the best senior liv‐
ing has to offer – all‐inclusive amenities,
engaging programs and a sustainable design
– all delivered with the quality that has made
Atria one of California’s most trusted sen‐
ior living providers.” 

For more information about Atria
Almaden, contact Executive Director Paul
Shepodd at 669.200.1475 or visit their web‐
site: www.atriaseniorliving.com/retirement‐
communities/atria‐almaden‐san‐jose‐ca 

D10 Leadership 
Coalition semi-monthly
meeting: Jan 11

An update on the Almaden Lake Improve‐
ment Project will be discussed at the D10
Leadership Coalition semi‐monthly meeting,
9 a.m. – 12 noon on Saturday, Jan. 11.

Speaking at the meeting will be San Jose
Police Department Southern Division Cap‐
tain Gina Tibaldi.

The meetings are held at the Almaden
Community Center,  6445 Camden Ave., San
Jose, CA 95120.

Visitors to the community’s leasing center, located just off of Branham Lane, can browse floor plans
and discuss specific care needs.

Atria Almaden is pre-leasing
for fall 2020 grand opening
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By Kevin Larsen
Times Staff Writer

T
he annual “A Meal to Heal ‐ Tree of Life
Lunch‐eon” was held to fund‐raise for
the nonprofit Community Seva last

month.
Community Seva organization was found‐

ed by Nathan Ganeshan who got the idea
from his seven year old son.

“On a Sunday morning in spring 2013,
when Nathanwas taking his seven year old
son to a tennis tournament, his little son
asked him “Dad, what about homeless peo‐
ple?  Who will feed them today?”  His son’s
words had a powerful impact on Nathan’s
mind,” as stated on their website.

What is Community Seva
For six years Community Seva has grown

dramatically.  It was explained that the word
“Seva” means selfless service which is per‐
formed with no expectation of any kind of
return.  They are not a religious or faith‐
based organization; they welcome all peo‐
ple to volunteer and contribute with their
cause.  All donation monies are plowed back
into what they do for those who face des‐
perate situations in their lives.  

Nathan Ganeshan founder and presi‑
dent speaks 

“In the decade of experience, I have been
serving homeless individuals; I have per‐
sonally had a chance to talk to so many
homeless individuals whose stories have
made me choke up. Speaking to them warms
my heart and always inspires me to do more,”
stated Ganeshan.

“A few people who spoke to me at a local
shelter told me that they were absolutely
tired of eating the sandwiches or rolls or pizza
all the time. They told me, ‘You guys cook
and serve such a variety of nutritious healthy
dishes. It is awesome.’ One person told me
that he has allergies to gluten, and some of
them have other dietary needs, so our meals
make a big difference to their lives.  One of
them said, ‘Is my Mom here somewhere?
and said, only my Mom can cook food like
this’ and then he teared up.’” 

“When we asked a lady living in an
encampment, what we could do to help her,
she said, ‘I need anything you can give me
to protect myself.’ It took me a minute to

realize that she was afraid and felt insecure
and vulnerable living on the streets. She con‐
tinued to say that it was not her choice to
live on the streets, she doesn’t want to live
on the streets, but now that she was there,
she wanted to protect herself. Imagine a
women sleeping in the dark every night feel‐
ing unsafe and afraid!,” stated Ganeshan.

Ganeshan continued, “One man I spoke
to said he became homeless because he lost
his job and he sent his family to stay with
his wife’s parents so that they did not have
to face living on the street. Soon after, his
wife ended up divorcing him and he ulti‐
mately became homeless. It was not his
choice either. Imagine losing your job, then
your house and finally your wife! It is so
hard to recover from that.  I can share a
thousand such stories ‐ experience after
experience, but the simple, loud and clear
message is that homelessness is not a choice,
circumstances and situations make a per‐
son become homeless and as responsible
citizens of this country, we need to do our
part, we need to act with kindness and we
need to act with generosity.” 

City commendation awarded by Coun‑
cilwoman Arenas

“I’m proud to honor Community Seva with
this commendation because of their selfless
service to our unhoused community across

See SEVA, page 14

Nathan Ganeshan, founder of Community Seva.

Community Seva non-profit makes
sure there is never an empty stomach
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Film to be presented with
orchestra, full score

S
ymphony Silicon Valley presents The
Red Violin (Film with Full Score, Live
On Stage) January 24 – 26, 2020 at the

California Theatre, 345 South First Street
in downtown San Jose. 

''What do you do when the thing you most
wanted, so perfect, just comes?" 

From Schirmer Theatrical and Rhombus
Media, experience Academy Award®‐win‐
ning director François Girard's 1998 film,
screened live as Symphony Silicon Valley
performs John Corigliano's timeless, Oscar‐
winning score. 

The Symphony will play John Cor‐igliano’s
musical score conducted by Shih‐Hung
Young to accompany the eventful bio‐pic
of a legendary violin, following it from 17th
century Italy to the present day. Violinist
Lara St. John will perform the solo passages
‘in what amounts to a virtuosic   concerto.  

Starring Jason Fleming, Greta Scacchi,
Don McKellar, Sylvia Chang and Samuel L.
Jackson, The Red Violin follows the intri‐
cate history of a mysterious antique violin
from its creation by a legendary luthier in
1681 Cremona, Italy, to an auction house
in modern‐day Montreal where it draws
the eye of an expert appraiser. Follow the
violin's journey as it travels through five dif‐
ferent countries over the course of four cen‐
turies, mysteriously impacting all who play
it. The performance version of the film score
was meticulously reconstructed with the
assistance and approval of composer John
Corigliano himself. 

"There is a kind of ideal beauty that reduces
us all to yearning for perfection. The Red Vio‐
lin is about that yearning." — Roger Ebert.

Performances are scheduled for Friday,
January 24 at 8:00 p.m.; Saturday, January

25 at 8:00 p.m.; and Sunday, January 26 at
2:30 p.m. 

Tickets: $50 — $98; Box Office (408)
286.2600 or www.symphonysiliconval‐
ley.org. or visit the Box Office between 10
a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday through Friday at
325 South First Street in downtown San
Jose, between San Carlos and San Salvador
Streets just one‐half block from the Cali‐
fornia Theatre. Easy, inexpensive parking
is just one block away at San Jose City Garage
on San Carlos Street with entrances on 2nd
and 3rd Streets.

Lara St. John. Photo by James Farley

Symphony Silicon Valley presents
‘The Red Violin’, Jan. 24 – 26

A Coopers Hawk
A Coopers Hawk resting on a streetlight at
Cribari Lane and Villages Parkway on Christ‐
mas Eve morning.  Photo by Lou Alexander 

Times Community
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Times Community News

W
ith the holidays reminding Ameri‐
cans to look out for one another
through acts of kindness like char‐

itable giving – Americans donated over $427
billion in 2018 – the personal‐finance web‐
site WalletHub today released its report on
2019’s Most Caring Cities in America.

In order to identify the most compas‐
sionate places in America, WalletHub com‐
pared the 100 largest U.S. cities across 39 key
metrics. The data set ranges from home‐
lessness rate to share of income donated to
charity to special‐education teachers per
capita.

Most Caring Cities in America
1. Virginia Beach, VA
2. Madison, WI
3. Pittsburgh, PA
4. Lincoln, NE
5. Minneapolis, MN
6. St. Paul, MN
7. Fremont, CA
8. Chesapeake, VA
9. Boston, MA
10. Scottsdale, AZ
11. Aurora, CO
12. New York, NY
13. Denver, CO
14. Plano, TX
15. Gilbert, AZ
16. Jersey City, NJ

17. Irvine, CA
18. Washington, DC
19. Seattle, WA
20. Omaha, NE
Key Stats 
• Memphis, Tennessee, has the highest

share of income donated to charity, 5.60
percent, which is 2.4 times higher than in
Buffalo, New York, the city with the lowest
at 2.30 percent.

• Baltimorehas the most volunteer hours
per capita, 56.28, which is 5.4 times more
than in Jacksonville, Florida, the city with
the fewest at 10.47.

• Jacksonville, Florida, has the highest
share of residents who do favors for their
neighbors, 68.70 percent, which is 1.8 times
higher than in Orlando, Florida, the cities
with the lowest at 38.30 percent.

• Buffalo, New York, has the highest share
of sheltered homeless persons, 98.43 per‐
cent, which is 4.6 times higher than in Fres‐
no, California, the city with the lowest at
21.60 percent.

• Fremont, California, has the lowest
child‐poverty rate, 4.58 percent, which is 11
times lower than in Cleveland, the city with
the highest at 50.53 percent.

To view the full report and your city’s
rank, please visit: wallethub. com/edu/most‐
caring‐cities/17814

Report: 2019 Most Caring Cities in
America, according to WalletHub

Bay Area city Fremont has the lowest child poverty rate in the country.

PG&E is expected to increase monthly power
bills by nearly $6 under a new deal with reg‐
ulators and consumer groups to help fund the
utility’s wildfire‐prevention efforts.

The increases for electricity and gas would
show up in customers’ bills sometime in 2020 if
the state’s Public Utilities Commission gives final
approval to a settlement. The money would be
used for programs that PG&E and state officials
hope will reduce the possibility of another dis‐
astrous wildfire. PG&E’s equipment has been
determined to be the cause of wildfire catastro‐
phes in 2015, 2017 and 2018.

Monthly bills for the average customer who
receives gas and electricity from PG&E may
rise $5.69, up 3.3% from the current month‐
ly bill of $172.52 for the average customer
who is not in the utility’s low‐income program
for discounted rates.

Electricity customers would see an average
increase of $4.90 a month, up 4% from a cur‐
rent monthly bill of $121.12, according to esti‐
mates provided by PG&E. Gas customers would
see an average increase of 79 cents a month,
a 1.5% increase from a current monthly bill
of $51.53.

PG&E bills expected to increase $6 
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By the staff of San José Spotlight

T
im Starkey loved Christmas, cooking a
hearty meal for his family and toast‐
ing life with a glass of wine, according

to his closest friends and family.
Starkey, 66, was killed by a vehicle near

Blossom Hill Elementary School in Los Gatos
last Monday. It was later revealed that the
driver was San Jose City Council candidate
Jenny Higgins Bradanini, who has remained
mum on the accident other than to offer an
apology to the family. The accident is still
under investigation, according to authorities.

Meanwhile, a longtime friend of the Starkey
family has set up a GoFundMe page in an effort
to offset some of the funeral and burial costs.

“Tim Starkey brought so much joy to the lives
around him and had a heart of gold,” wrote
Carrie Coffee Ziemer, who organized the cam‐
paign. “Tim shared his sense of humor with
everyone he encountered and was happiest
cooking a meal during the holidays or a Sun‐
day night dinner with a curated soundtrack.”

The campaign aimed to raise $10,000, but
has currently netted more than $20,000 from
more than 130 donors, many of whom shared
heartfelt memories of Starkey, who lived in
Santa Cruz with his wife Kathleen. He leaves
behind two kids, Joe and Bridget, who live
in San Francisco.

Ziemer said the Starkey family lost a hus‐
band, father, uncle and friend.

“The Starkey family is grieving with fam‐
ily and friends while also working through
the repercussions of the accident and loss of
Tim,” she wrote. “The family has had a
tremendous amount of love and support
offered to them and has a long and difficult
journey ahead. In order to help ease the stress
of the financial burden that lies ahead, we
have created this fund for Kathleen, Bridget
and Joe. They are so grateful for the love, sup‐
port and contributions from their village.”

Details about the collision remain scare as
authorities last week investigated the acci‐
dent, including reviewing Higgins Bradani‐
ni’s phone, a standard process in such cases.
Sources say Higgins Bradanini has not yet
decided whether she’ll continue her cam‐
paign for City Council in District 10.

According to Los Gatos‐Monte Sereno
Police Department Sgt. Jamie Field, Starkey
was struck and killed at 11:40 a.m. Dec. 16
on the 900 block of Blossom Hill Road. Hig‐
gins Bradanini had just left a meeting at San
Jose City Hall, her campaign consultant Eric
Stroker told San José Spotlight last week. She
was not arrested.

Some of Starkey’s family members have
publicly stated that Higgins Bradanini drove
into his parked car, though police officials
have not confirmed how the accident
occurred.

As authorities continue the probe, Starkey’s

family and friends are taking a moment to
remember him this holiday season.

“We will always remember fondly the won‐
derful man Tim was, and we were lucky to
be friends for over 17 years,” wrote Chris
and Anne Kelly on the GoFundMe page, “Tim
was generous, kind, FUN, a loving and devot‐
ed father, and an amazing cook! We have
wonderful memories of “Sunday night din‐
ners” (SNDs) with the Starkey family.”

“I’ll always remember his love for cook‐

ing (and wishing he had been born Italian),
and his overall zest for life,” wrote Eliza Gris‐
manauskas. “What an incredible man who
is greatly missed.”

The campaign’s organizer said more details
on Starkey’s Celebration of Life will come in
early 2020 because “Tim will want you there
to toast with a Marg or Chardonnay.”

To donate to the Starkey family’s
GoFundMe page, visit  www.gofundme.com/
f/starkey‐family‐fund

Campaign aims to raise money for man killed in accident involving City Council candidate

A photo of Tim Starkey surrounded by his family is posted on the GoFundMe campaign page.
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Seva
Continued from page 8
San Jose” remarked Councilwoman Sylvia Arenas. “Volun‐
teers with Community Seva have served over 100,000
meals and I’m grateful to also partner with them to help
provide school supplies for our families during National
Night Out. This commendation is a testament to the inspir‐
ing leadership of Nathan Ganeshan, Community Seva
founder, and the countless volunteers that help to build a
better San Jose through their service.”

Fueled by donations 
“Community Seva has grown exponentially in the last

six years. Look at our trajectory of growth and service. We
will beat any Internet startup in the Valley with our num‐
bers; from 100 to 100,000 meals in 6 years. From 1 vol‐
unteer to 2,000 volunteers, we have distributed over 6000
backpacks and hygiene kits and our shower service will
touch four digits very soon. All these achievements could
not be done without all of your support and without the
support from the core volunteer team,” Ganeshan stated.

Showers on wheels 
Ganeshan explained some refuse to take a shower because

they don’t have a single change of clothes. “It was very
heart breaking to see this. We bought a coat and a pair of
pants for a man to change into so that he could finally take
a shower. Isn’t it hard to imagine owning just a single set
of clothes that you wear day after day regardless of sweat
or dirt or anything else? We are increasing the frequency
of the shower facilities from once a month to 9 times a
month – I repeat 9 times a month. This will allow our home‐
less brothers and sisters to take showers more frequent‐
ly helping them stay clean and healthy, and maintain
hygiene,” stated Ganeshan.

Homeless situation growing 
“The homelessness count is increasing year after year,

causing even death on the streets. The homeless count is
9000+ right here in Santa Clara county. Just in Santa Clara
county alone, more than 100 homeless individuals have
died this past year. Community Seva is working to secure
a larger commercial kitchen so that we are not dependent
on any shelter’s facility, so that we can cook and serve
more food to the homeless. We are confident of identify‐
ing a commercial kitchen very soon and then the kitchen
will need to be equipped well to handle the capacity at our
end, and to meet the standards of the county’s health depart‐
ment,” stated Ganeshan.

Panelists enlighten
The event showcased the positive impact created over

the past years with the vast network of volunteers, sup‐

porters and community members.  There were four pan‐
elists which included Ganeshan.

Pastor Scott Wagers
Pastor Wagers is founder and Senior Pastor of CHAM

Deliverance Ministry. Their website states, “Silicon Valley
has one of the worst homeless problems in the nation.
Because of incredibly high rents and very low vacancy,
people are becoming homeless who have never been home‐
less before. We need your help now more than ever to
bring necessities to those who are trying to survive life on
the streets.”

“Thank you for your invitation to speak Brother Nathan,”
Wagers said. “I’ve been on the front line for 25 years. The
problem is greater now. Thoughts and prayers matter;
6,200 homeless; 10,000 in county; and 158 homeless died
some of which we advocated for.  The picture is grim but
there is hope. How do we make a difference?  The front
line is where the battle will be won or lost.  All people are
equal and that includes the houseless. Treat people with

absolute dignity and it transforms them. As Martin Luther
King Jr. said, ‘You have to make a human connection.’”

Individuals donate $10K
Up on the screen slides with photos showed what dona‐

tion monies create.  Many in the audience raised their hands
to give a donation and placed checks silently in envelopes.
Some raised their hands to donate $10,000 in which all of
their donations were assured to go back into serving the
less fortunate with no employee earning a wage at Com‐
munity Seva.

Shaunn Carwright
Carwright  who works on rent control, tenant’s rights

and unhoused issues stated,  “The thing I see most at Com‐
munity Seva is humanity. She explained that Community
Seva goes out of its way to make eye contact with every‐
one and offers smiles of hope.  She said,“Empathy is key!”
Carwright educated that homeless women can get into use
of drugs to stay awake at night to better protect 

See SEVA, page 15

Times Community News
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Seva
Continued from page 14
themselves so that they are not
abused.  “There are a lot of ways
homeless women can be intimi‐
dated.  Once women are addict‐
ed its hard for them to get off of
it for it is a coping mechanism.” 

Homeless individual speaks
of actual experiences

He asked the audience, “What
does a houseless person look
like?” The answer was given when
he said, “I’m just a regular person
trying to make it day by day, just
unhoused so we don’t know what
a houseless person looks like, they
look like you or I.”  When recall‐
ing what it felt like to be home‐
less he said, “I felt like the world
gave up on me and I didn’t know

where to get help.”  He painted
the truthful picture of what goes
on in the lives of the houseless
and expressed such experiences
can lead to mental breakdowns.
Today he’s working full time with
a union job.

It was explained at the event,
homelessness does not belong to
a certain group of people instead
it transcends race and is a con‐
versation that needs to be had.
“You will get to see where your
dollar goes when you volunteer
with us as the need is local ‐ this
seva happens locally. That’s the
beauty of our organization,” stat‐
ed Ganeshan.

Editor’s Note: To learn more
about Community Seva and how
to donate, visit their website: com‑
munityseva.org.

Growing from 1 volunteer to 2,000 volunteers, Seva has distributed over 6000
backpacks and hygiene kits to needy individuals.
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K
ittens First is a new non‐
profit that is partnered
directly with the city shel‐

ter to save kittens. 
Kittens First was founded ear‐

lier this year by a shelter veteri‐
narian, Dr. Tiva Hoshizaki, city
employees, volunteers, and kitten
advocates. The mission of Kittens
First is to prevent the euthanasia
of homeless kittens through edu‐
cation.  That's why we're empow‐
ering our community with inno‐
vative programs, online and in per‐
son classes. 

As a shelter vet, Dr. Hoshizaki
sees over 5,000 kittens entering the
San Jose Animal Shelter system
each year. Many of these kittens
are sick, injured and require imme‐
diate medical attention. Others are
orphaned and need around the
clock care to survive. This pres‐
ents a huge challenge for shelter
staff that lacks   the resources and
funding to provide the intensive
care these kittens need. 

Kittens First provide: 
The Foster Program for the

shelter allows countless kittens
who are at risk of euthanasia to
grow up safe and healthy in good

Samaritan’s homes. The staff pro‐
vides free medical care, resources,
and guidance to the foster partic‐
ipants. 

The Kitten Nursery where kit‐
tens fresh off the street are nur‐
tured by our team of passionate
volunteers who are able to pro‐
vide extra care the shelter staff is
unable to afford. The kittens are
stabilized and provided medical
care until foster or rescue can pick
the kittens up.

Free Classes are offered to the
community to help care for orphan
kittens. The organization is in the
process of building an entire online
database of kitten knowledge for
public use to ensure all kittens can
be properly cared for. 

The new non‐profit believes that
all kittens deserve a chance to live.
If you would like to donate, the
funds are used to buy much need‐
ed food, supplies, veterinary med‐
icines, and other essentials that
allow the program to run. 

The goal of the organization is
to save 1,000 kittens in 2020.

To learn more and to donate
visit: www.kittensfirst.org  

Free classes are offered to the community to help care for orphan kittens. 

New nonprofit Kittens First partners
with city shelter to save kittens

The new non-profit believes that all kittens deserve a chance to live.
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Garcia
Continued from page 1
with failed criminal justice reforms
and the early release of inmates
due to prison overcrowding, shar‐
ing a story of an individual who was
arrested for being a felon in pos‐
session of a handgun being put on
parole, only to be arrested and
released again. The next time he
was arrested, he shot an officer. 

Garcia says that due to Prop 57,
an individual sentenced to 10 years
in prison was released in two, even
though he was arrested commit‐
ting a crime with a loaded firearm.
“They released him because they
deemed the crime non‐violent,” he
says, “because although he had a
firearm, he didn’t use it. You have
police officers and DAs doing their
jobs, and judges doing the bidding
of the community, only to have
people on parole boards release
them. I’m not a fan. A felon in pos‐
session of a handgun does us no
good and should be held to the
fullest extent of the law.” 

“Never has it been more impor‐
tant for our police department and
officers to hold the line for our
community,” he says. “The pen‐
dulum’s swung way too far and
needs to come back. I hear about
second, third, and fourth chances
[for inmates] but what are we
doing for our victims, neighbor‐
hoods, and future victims?” 

Following the mass shooting at
the Gilroy Garlic Festival on July
28, 2019, the police department
has initiated active shooter miti‐
gation for events with large
crowds. They now have nine
guardian cars to respond to an
active shooter at local events or
schools. 

The department also started a
street crimes unit to deal with qual‐
ity of life issues including crime
and homeless encampments. Gar‐
cia says that last year, the unit,
made up of six officers and a ser‐
geant, made 200 felony arrests,
800 misdemeanor arrests, 40 pros‐

titution arrests, gave out 172 cita‐
tions, conducted 228 probation
searches, served 262 arrest war‐
rants, seized 11 firearms, and
recovered 66 stolen cars. “What
we do with what we have,” he
beams.

Balancing criminal justice
reform and keeping neighbor‐
hoods safe, while building com‐
munity trust is an ongoing battle
for the police department. “We’ve
struggled to combat crime and be
responsive to the community and
how they want to be policed,” says
Garcia. “We’re going to take the
criminal element off the street in
a fair manner, but we’re going to
do it, because all of our commu‐
nities are impacted by crime, and
it’s our job.” He allows that some‐
times departments can be too
heavy‐handed or turn a blind eye.
“We’re trying not to do that,” he
says. “We can offer great public
safety and at the same time, help,
and be part of our community.”  

Garcia recalls attending a con‐
tentious community meeting in
Almaden Valley about five years
ago following a wave of burgla‐
ries. During the past five years, his
department has concentrated on
catching burglary rings to great
success: residential burglaries are
down 40 percent, and school bur‐
glaries are down 30 percent.
Although the percentage of com‐
mercial burglaries rose, overall
burglaries are down 20 percent. “If
you arrest one crew, you solve a
lot of crime,” he says. 

After robberies spiked last year,
the police department decided they
had to be surgical in the way they
approached crime. In the end, they
were able to bring robberies down
15 percent in the city. Assisting
their efforts is a $750,000 grant
from the state aimed at combat‐
ing car break‐ins. 

In addition, Garcia says that San
Jose’s police department boasts
one of highest homicide clearance
rates in the nation.

Garcia is happy with how far the
Continued, next page

Times Cover Story
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police department
has come with staffing
and retention. He
credits the relation‐
ship the department
now has with the
mayor and city coun‐
cil for its increase. In
January 2016, seven
officers graduated
from the city’s police
academy. More re‐
cently, they’ve had 40
promotions. “We’ve
turned a corner,” he says. “People
want to be police officers here and
they’re coming from all over the
country: all of our academies are
relatively full. I’m very proud of
what we’ve accomplished.”

However, Garcia would like to
see the police department grow.
He notes that San Jose, a city of
more than one million people, cur‐
rently has 1,151 sworn police offi‐
cers. Meanwhile, Boston, a city of
about 700,000 people, has more
than 2,000. 

Almaden resident Trent Engler
says that the FBI recommends 2.5
policemen per 1,000 residents, and
as San Jose has a million residents,
it should have 2,500 officers. He
also notes that as Almaden Valley
has 40,000 residents, they should
have nine police officers rather
than their 1.5.

“We’re at authorized staffing lev‐
els, but that’s nowhere near where
the 10th largest city in the coun‐
try needs to be,” Garcia says. 

He asserts that the police depart‐
ment is in dire need of more 9‐1‐
1 call takers and dispatchers, and
that while they had 50 motorcy‐
cle officers in 2009, today they
have 10. He would also like to add
personnel to his investigations,
and sexual assault units, and assign
every division captain their own
street crimes unit.

“This is still a great job,” he says,
“regardless of the issues we face.”

Regarding the city’s future
growth, Garcia would appreciate
it if the city council was mindful
of the police department during
planning. “Sometimes public safe‐
ty is an afterthought when we think
about how we’re going to devel‐
op this city,” he says. “They plan
‘X’ amount of fire stations, but no
one ever asks me how many police
officers we’ll need to patrol an area
when it increases in size. As the
city grows, the city police depart‐
ment has to grow with it.”

However, Garcia keeps the city’s
budget in mind. “I’m not saying we
have to build the police depart‐
ment at all costs,” he says. “I live
in Cambrian and I remember the
dark times this city went through.
I remember when my daughter
and my wife had to go to Martin
Luther King, Jr., Library because our
local library branch was closed. I
remember when I couldn’t hit

ground balls to my
sons in Little League
because the grass
was three‐feet‐high
or we had to call it a
day when one had to
use the bathroom
because the park’s
bathroom was closed.
We have to balance
what we can do,
because I want my
daughter to be able
to use the local

library. I want any father or moth‐
er to be able to hit ground balls to
their kids at their local park. We
can’t hold the entire city hostage.
We need to grow, but we need to
grow responsibly.”

Garcia reminds Almaden resi‐
dents that they live in one of the
safest parts of one of the safest,
largest cities in the country. “There
are other places that wish they had
what we have,” he says, but allows
that these statistics don’t help
when someone is a victim of a
crime. 

When asked how the community
can help, he suggests residents
attend city council meetings when
contentious topics arise. “I’d love
to hear someone come up and say
they support the police depart‐
ment,” he says. “When policing
issues come up at City Hall, we
often hear the negatives, but rarely
hear the positives. If there are big
issues and you can’t make the
meeting, email your councilmem‐
ber that you support the work the
men and women are doing in your
police department. I’ve been in that
room with a lot of negativity, but
I know there are a lot more peo‐
ple that support us. It’s important
for everyone to hear that.” 

Garcia also says that simply say‐
ing “thank you” to an officer makes
all the difference. “I can’t tell you
how that sticks with us for the day,
for the week,” he says. “I’ll be in an
elevator and an officer will say,
‘Thank you, Chief. Thank you for
supporting us.’ It goes a long way.
It really does.”

Loc Trinh of
Almaden named to
2019 President's
List at Chadron
State College

Loc Trinh of Almaden Valley has
been named to the Fall 2019 Pres‐
ident's List by earning a 4.0 cumu‐
lative grade point average on a 4.0
scale. 

Chadron State College, which
was founded in 1911, is the only
four‐year, regionally‐accredited
college in the western half of
Nebraska. 
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The Almaden Senior Association mem‑
bers are a diverse group of enthusiastic,
active, 50+ adults who enjoy new learn‑
ing opportunities, new experiences, and
new adventures. 

Membership in the Almaden Senior Asso‑
ciation offers discounts and opportunities
to enjoy . . . 

•  exercise classes for all levels of ability;
•  lunches and other social programs

organized and run by members of the Associ‐
ation;

•  book clubs, cooking, computer and photography classes;
•  trips to local and not so local places of interest such as the Steinbeck Museum

in Salinas, Whale Watching in Monterey, casino trips and more.

As a member you’re encouraged to help plan these activities and suggest new
ones to enjoy. The Senior Association Philanthropy Program set up a process to
donate funds to other non‐profit organizations that reflect our mission.

Connected
We enjoy meeting new people, making new connections and getting involved. All
volunteer opportunities are based on your time and energy commitment. Fees for
classes, trips and social events are kept low because of senior volunteer participa‐
tion and membership strength.

Stop by the main desk at the Almaden Community Center and ask for an applica‐
tion today. Yearly dues of $10 are returned to you by discounts to most of the pro‐
grams  you participate in.

Join us today, meet new people and get involved with classes and programs that
will enhance your life  and open new doors.

For more information, go to www.almadenseniors.org
Contact via email: alamadenseniors1@gmail.com
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CAMPBELL UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST
400 W. Campbell Ave.
Campbell, CA 95008
(408) 378-4418
Pastor: Rev. Naomi
Schulz
No Matter Where You Are
On Life’s Journey, You
Are Welcome Here!
We are an Open and
Affirming Congregation,
and celebrate members of
the LGBTQ+ Community.
Joy-filled worship every
Sunday at 10:00 AM, with
communion open to all.
Join Pastor Naomi for
tea/coffee at Orchard Val-
ley cafe in Campbell dur-
ing community drop-in
office hours from 11 AM
to 1 PM on most Tues-
days.
Our ministries/activities
include:
• Bible study on the sec-
ond and fourth Wednes-
day of every month, at
6PM.
• A Food Pantry serving
anyone in need--open Tu/
Th/ Sa 10:00 AM to
Noon.
• Lighted Window Pro-
ductions featuring uplift-
ing concerts, thought-
provoking theater produc-
tions, informative lec-

tures, and even an occa-
sional karaoke night--all in
a wholesome environ-
ment.  
Our activities flow from
our core values:
• Extravagant Joy
• Passionate Faith
• Loving Respect
• Deep Connectedness 
• Intentional Growth 
• Shared Laughter 
Visit us at our web site at:
church@campbellucc.org
or better yet, visit us at
our worship services on
Sundays at 10:00 AM.
Coffee, refreshments, and
conversation always, right
after service.

CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH OF ALMADEN
VALLEY, UCC
6581 Camden Ave., San
Jose, CA 95120. Pastor,
Rev. Marty Williams, 408
268 0243.
www.ccavucc.org.
We are a welcoming
church with a progressive
approach to faith, worship
and giving to our local
community. We are proud
to be UCC, Open and
Affirming (O&A) and wel-
come members of the
LGBT community. We
support local LifeMoves
(formerly InnVision) Shel-
ter Feedings once a
month, San Francisco
Night Ministry, Second

Harvest Food Bank,
Church World Service,
and Communities
Responding to End Pover-
ty.
Worship Sunday, 9:00 AM
followed by fellowship
and refreshments. 1st
Sunday in Worship: Holy
Communion
2nd Sunday in Worship:
Folks Choir and Potluck
Sunday.
Tuesdays, AA Meetings,
8:15 - 9:15 PM.
Wednesdays, 9:30 AM,
Women’s Study Group.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
5351 Carter Ave., San
Jose 95118
408.265.5837
www.bibleroad.org
We strive to be a group of
Christians that love and
honor God and Jesus
Christ in our daily lives.
We assemble each Sun-
day to encourage each
other through singing,
studying, praying and
sharing in the Lord’s sup-
per. Simple—just like
what one reads about in
the New Testament.
Bible class at 9:30 AM
Worship at 10:30 AM
Located in south San
Jose near Kooser Rd. and
Camden Ave. (behind the
Almaden Valley Athletic
Club). Come make new
Christian friends!

THE EPISCOPAL
CHURCH IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave. San
Jose, CA 95120.  The
Rev. Shelley Booth Den-
ney, Rector Phone:408-
268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal Church
in Almaden (ECA), we are
joyful followers of Jesus
Christ. Through worship,
study, fellowship and out-
reach, we strive to nur-
ture and grow a strong
faith community of believ-
ers, a family of all ages,
where each member feels
welcomed, loved, valued
and empowered to serve.
Children are especially
welcomed and cherished
as an important part of
God's family. All junior
high and senior high stu-
dents are welcome to
participate in our Youth
Groups. During the
school year we have joint
Sunday School with our
sister church, the Con-
gregational Church of
Almaden Valley, UCC. The
Episcopal Church in
Almaden offers the fol-
lowing regular opportuni-
ties for worship: Sunday
at 7:30AM and 10:45AM,
Holy Communion service.
Each Sunday service is
followed by a coffee hour
for friendship and conver-
sation.

EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
CENTER (EIC)
http://www.eicsanjose.org
2486 Ruby Ave, San Jose
CA 95148. 
(408) 239-6668
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum",
which means "Peace be
upon you".
Q) What is Islam, who are
Muslims, and what is the
Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and
way of life. It is the last in
the line and a continuation
of the Abrahamic faiths.
People who follow Islam
are called Muslims. The
Quran is the Divine book
that guides all mankind to
come closer to their cre-
ator.
Please visit our website to
learn more. 

FIRST CHURCH 
DOWNTOWN
Worshipping at 55 N. 7th
Street, in downtown San
Jose.  (Horace Mann
school) firstchurchdown-
town.com
Telephone: (408) 294-
7254 x310. We are a
community serving the
Christ from the heart of
the City, working to know
Jesus and make Jesus
known by serving, wor-
shipping, and learning
together.  Worship servic-
es are at 10:00 AM at the
Horace Mann Community
Center (7th and Santa
Clara Streets). Worship
includes both contempo-
rary and traditional music,
a message that is relevant
to real life, based in the
Bible, and meaningful to
people of all ages and
backgrounds.  We work in
our community to provide
real assistance and long-
term, life-saving solutions:
food, housing, counsel-
ing, and spiritual direction.
Our children's & families'
ministries include Sunday
classes, outdoor family
activities such as bike
rides and fishing trips.
Come, Make a Difference
and feel the difference
God can make in your life!

GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchSJ.net
See you on Facebook
2650 ABORN ROAD at
Kettmann, across from
Evergreen Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for
over 50 Years. John S
Goldstein, Pastor
Christian Worship every

Sunday at 11.00 am
Together let us build lives
toward excellence!
Music Institute
(408) 791-7772
After School lessons on
Piano, Violin, Viola, Flute
PreSchool, Age 2-6
years. Caring for your
child with God’s love and
affection.

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our
promise to our members.
If you are looking for an
active Christian faith
community, we invite
you to experience Holy
Spirit Parish Community.
All are welcome! We are
located at 1200 Red-
mond Avenue, San Jose,
CA 95120. Mass is cele-
brated at 8:30 a.m. Mon-
day - Friday. Our week-
end Mass schedule is
Saturday 5 p.m., Sunday
8 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30
a.m. and 6 p.m. Rite of
Reconciliation is every
Saturday at 4 p.m. or by
appointment. Our Parish
Office is open Monday -
Thursday 8:30 a.m. -
4:30 p.m. and Friday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Call 408-997-5100 for
recorded information or
408-997-5101 to speak
with someone in our
parish office. Information
on Faith Formation for
children and adults can
be obtained by calling
our Catechetical Office at
408-997-5115. Get in
the loop with our 3sixty
High School Youth Min-
istry by calling 408-997-
5106. Holy Spirit School
serves grades Pre-K
through 8th, and is locat-
ed at 1198 Redmond
Avenue. You can reach
the school office at 408-
268-0794.

THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir  
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646 
English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 &
11:00 AM
Spanish Service:
11:00 AM
Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM
Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM
Mandarin Service:
11:00AM
Youth Extreme Point
(7th-12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

SAINT ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH
We invite you to become
a part of our hospitable,
intimate Catholic parish.
We are a caring commu-

nity, promoting spiritual
growth, reaching out to
people in need and
whereyou get to know
peopleby name. We
offer children's religious
education (CREATE);
Youth Ministry (BLAST
& X-STATIC); Scripture
Study (day & evening);
Senior's Group and
many other adult min-
istries as well. Saint
Anthony parish is locat-
ed in Almaden Valley at
20101 McKean Road,
San Jose, 95120. Our
weekend Masses are at
4 p.m. on Saturday at
our historic church at
21800 Bertram Road in
New Almaden, CA
95042 and on Sunday at
8:30 a.m.,10:30 a.m.,
and 5:30 p.m. at the
McKean Road location.
Our Parish Office is open
Monday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
and Tuesday thru Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. and
1 - 4 p.m. For more infor-
mation, stop by the
Parish Office or call
(408) 997-4800, or visit
our website at www.
churchstanthony.com.
Fr. Larry Hendel, Pastor.

SAN JOSE GURDWARA
3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148 The
word Sikh (see-kh) means
"disciple" or "student." A
Sikh is a practitioner of the
faith founded in the 15th
century by Guru Nanak in
Punjab of old British India.
A Guru who is a "teacher"
or "enlightener" completes
the relationship of teach-
ing and learning.  Sikhism
is monotheistic and
stresses the equality of all
men and women. Sikhs
believe in three basic prin-
ciples; meditating on the
name of God (praying),
earning a living by honest
means and sharing the
fruits of one's labor with
others. Currently there  are
close to one million Sikhs
living in the USA and
Canada and 25 million
Sikhs living around the
world. Sikhism is the 5th
largest religion in the
world.  At the Gurdwara
(House of God) in San
Jose we welcome all. We
pray daily for peace and
prosperity for everybody
in the world.  Come to
visit and enjoy Langer
(food) in our kitchen
which is open 365 days of
the year and serves com-
plementary vegetarian
meals.  We also encour-
age you to enter our histo-
ry room on site and walk

the beautiful grounds.
Learn more about us and
community events we
sponsor by visiting our
website; http://www. San-
JoseGurdwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
CATHOLIC CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., 
San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1562. 
www.stfrancisofassisi.com
or www.stfrancis
ofassisipreschool.org
We invite you to join our
community of faith located
in the Evergreen area of
San Jose. We are an
inclusive diverse commu-
nity striving to serve as
Disciples of Jesus Christ
in the footsteps of St.
Francis, offering prayerful
and joyful liturgies; evan-
gelization, fellowship, and
service opportunities to
the community. We offer
spiritual opportunities for
all ages, including chil-
dren's liturgy, dynamic
E.C.H.O - Jr. High, IGNITE
- High School and North
Star -Young Adult Min-
istries, along with small
faith communities and
opportunities to help the
poor and marginalized of
San Jose. Our Preschool
is the only Catholic Pre-
school offering quality
family oriented service in
the Evergreen and Silver
Creek areas. Our Chapel,
Gathering Hall, Parish
Office, Mission Center,
Parish Gift Shop, Memori-
al Garden and Preschool
are all located at 5111
San Felipe Rd. Please
come join us to worship
at one of the following
times and locations: 
St. Francis of Assisi
Chapel: Saturday 5:00PM,
Sunday 8:30 AM, 10:30
AM, 12:30 PM, 4:00 PM
(Mass in Vietnamese),
6:00 PM Youth Mass
St. Francis of Assisi Gath-
ering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM, Sun-
day11:00AM, Igbo Mass -
Second Sunday of the
month 12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange -
2840 Aborn Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated Com-
munity (Cribari Auditori-
um) Sunday 8:15 AM
For more information,
please call or visit us at
the Parish Mission Center
open M-F 9:00 AM -12:00
PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM.
Come join us and share
your presence with us so
that together we may grow
and share our gifts to help
build God's Kingdom!

For Worship
listing 

ads, call
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10%
DISCOUNT:

Mention this
ad!

Serving Almaden Valley since 1995

(408) 254-1949
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JACKIE
JONES

jjones@cbnorcal.com
CalRE#00595786

(408) 315-6186

DAN 
WALKER

Realtor® CalBRE #00758244

(408) 892-4813 
Dan.Walker@cbnorcal.com

KRAIG 
CONSTANTINO

kcreteam@gmail.com
www.KraigsListings.com

(408) 219-9122
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SUSAN

BOERNER

(408) 921-7619
compass.com/agents/susan-boerner/

Susan.boerner@compass.com

6058 PASO LOS
CERRITOS

$ 1,398,000
5 BEDS
3 BATHS
2350 +/- SQ. FT.

THERESE SWAN
408.656.8240

SOLD

REALTORS: YOUR AD COULD
BE HERE!

STARTING AT $89 PER ISSUE
Call now to place your ad by phone:

(408) 494-7000

THERESE 
SWAN

tswan@apr.com
AlmadenValleyRealEstate.com

(408) 656-8240

MARGARET &
DAVID YOST

team@yostgroup.com

(408) 599-2130 
www.YostGroup.com

MARK & MADELINE
CHIAVETTA

(408) 425-2848
www.thechiavettas.com
info@thechiavettas.com
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Driving School

Advantage Driving School is the premier driving school in northern Califor-
nia. Advantage Driving School has trained more than 

300,000 students to drive safely since 1994. We offer complete 
programs for both traditional classroom and online courses. 

Driver Training is the behind the wheel training which prepares your 
child to pass the driving test at the DMV. We also offer complete programs
for adults and senior citizens. If you have never driven or just need some

supplemental instruction to improve your driving skills, we are just the
school for you! We believe Advantage Driving School offers a great 

combination of experienced driving instructors and affordable prices! 
Location: 5440 Thornwood Drive, Suite F; 

Hours: 9 am-5 pm M-F 9 am–12 noon S-S; Phone: 408.363.4182; Email:
info@advantagedriversed.com | Website: advantagedriversed.com

Call to place your 
ad today!  (408) 483.5458

Property Management

Music
Lessons
$15 per
lesson

Piano, guitar,
drums, bass,
voice, flute

(408) 268-6703

Jewelry

Singles

Almaden Valley 
(Senior) Singles 

The organization that

brings single residents of

Almaden Valley (95120) 

over 65 to enjoy a social life

close to home and take part

in community service.

Come and join us for our

monthly breakfast which is

held at 9 a.m. on the third

Tuesday of each month at 

Cup and Saucer, 

Princeton Plaza Mall, 

1375 Blossom Hill Road.

Home Services
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Year in Review
Continued from page 1
supervisors unanimously voted to leave the
policy unchanged, citing law enforcement’s
inability to determine whether someone is
undocumented while in custody. That vote
surprisingly included Supervisor Mike
Wasserman, who first brought the referral to
the board after Larson’s murder.

This decision to stand pat outraged some
members of law enforcement. San Jose Police
Officers’ Association President Paul Kelly said
officers cannot protect residents if “violent,
repeat offenders are continuously let back
into our community.”

In April, Supervisors Cindy Chavez, Dave
Cortese and Joe Simitian expressed concerns
about limiting immigrants’ rights and accel‐
erating the rate of profiling, but voted to
explore changes to the policy. They later
reversed that decision. Supervisor Susan
Ellenberg voted to not consider any changes.

“I don’t believe we need to go back and
study this issue,” Ellenberg said. “We want
violent criminals prosecuted to the fullest
extent of the law. But we do not and will not
have one system of justice for people born
here and another for people born anywhere
else.”

Moratorium on the Receiving, Assess‑
ment and Intake Center

This year, supervisors debated the safety
and well‐being of children at the Santa Clara
County Receiving, Assessment and Intake
Center (RAIC) and voted unanimously to
phase out its operations. The key concern, they
said, was getting already vulnerable children
away from violence and drugs brought in by
older youth.

RAIC was intended to be a last‐resort 24‐
hour‐hold placement facility for children who
have been removed from their homes because
of abuse and neglect. However, children would
often stay for weeks or months at a time,
before being placed with relatives or foster
parents. Cortese said the RAIC initially opened
in 2009 to replace the then‐dangerous chil‐
dren’s shelter, but had become just as bad.

While the decision to phase out the center
came swiftly, county staff asked that the RAIC
remain open until alternative services could
take its place. Reforms under consideration
to replace RAIC include increasing recruit‐
ment of foster parents and tripling the sup‐
port services budget to $1.4 million.

The supervisors hope to have solutions in

early 2020 as the center is phased out. Pro‐
posals will be presented to the board in Jan‐
uary.

Women’s health
Working to protect women’s health local‐

ly, Santa Clara County dedicated $5 million
in May to support services for mental health,
domestic violence, human trafficking and sex‐
ual assault, including support for two rape
crisis centers and additional sexual assault
training for law enforcement.

In September, the board approved one‐
time grants of $503,000 to the YWCA‐Silicon
Valley and $97,000 to Community Solutions.
Chavez said the additional dollars would help
bolster staff and services, especially after Gov.
Gavin Newsom didn’t renew state funding
for such resources.

The supervisors also started working to
hire more victim advocates and expand med‐
ical exams to north and South County by Feb‐
ruary.

Affordable Housing
Although Measure A – a $950 million afford‐

able housing tax measure — passed in 2016,
the supervisors this year continued to spend
revenue from the measure by approving hous‐
ing projects countywide.

In August, 80 acres of vacant county‐owned
land was approved to be transitioned into
affordable apartments for homeless residents.
The five properties initially identified for this
housing included sites near East Santa Clara
Street, the Valley Health Center Gilroy, St.
Louise Regional Hospital, DePaul Health Cen‐
ter and The Hub, the future site for a foster
youth center.

The sites are located near hospitals and
transit corridors, which offer more amenities
and resources for the vulnerable populations
they will serve.

Two more lots were approved a month
later — at 425 Auzerais Ave. and the corner
of Gallup and Mesa drives in San Jose. Com‐
bined, they will add 176 new homes for low‐
income and homeless residents, funded by
$15.6 million in Measure A funding and $17.4
million from No Place Like Home funds.

As of September, more than 31 percent of
Measure A’s $950 million had been commit‐
ted to extremely low‐ and low‐income hous‐
ing. Earlier in December, lawmakers broke
ground on Santa Clara’s first supportive hous‐
ing complex, the 145‐unit Calabazas Com‐
munity Apartments, also funded by Measure A.

Contact Katie Lauer at klauer77@gmail.com
or follow @_katielauer on Twitter.

San Jose makes 
'Happiest City' List

SeniorLiving.org has released a study on
the 20 Happiest Cities in America using the
latest data from the Centers for Disease Con‐
trol and Prevention, U.S. Census Bureau, the
Federal Bureau of Investigation, the U.S.
Department of Labor and Zillow.

The study analyzed the following factors
which, in general, contribute to a person’s
happiness: income, housing affordability, life
expectancy, commute length, suicide rate, crime
rate, unemployment and household size.

The pursuit of happiness, written in the
Declaration of Independence, is a key com‐
ponent of Americas greatness. The most

recent General Social Survey found 85 per‐
cent of Americans are happy, a 6 percent
decline since 1990.

San Jose, CA is ranked 10th.  Eight of the
top 20 cities are in the Northeast, while the
Midwest has six, the West four and the South
two.  

20 Happiest U.S. Cities:
1. Provo, UT
2. Manchester, NH
3. Fort Wayne, IN
4. Lancaster, PA
5. Boise, ID
6. Trenton, NJ
7. Madison, WI
8. Washington, DC
9. Green Bay, WI
10. San Jose, CA

11. Cedar Rapids, IA
12. Des Moines, IA
13. Norwich, CT
14. Hartford, CT
15. Boston, MA
16. Worchester, MA
17. Albany, NY
18. Minneapolis‐St. Paul
19. Lexington‐Fayette, KY
20. Ogden, UT
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