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KUDOS of the MONTH: Parent Child Center of Tulsa

The Parent Child Center of Tulsa’s (PCCT) 
mission is to prevent child abuse and ne-
glect  through  education, treatment and ad-
vocacy. 

The agency offers  services for vulner-
able families in the Tulsa metro area. 
PCCT’s  youth programs teach kids how to 
identify troubling behavior at home and how 
to reach out to a trusted adult when need-
ed. Its youth programs also work within the 
community to prevent bullying. 

Its  registered nurses meet with  caregiv-
ers  of newborns in all six birthing hospi-
tals in Tulsa to teach them about the Period 
of Purple Crying,  the time in a baby’s life 
when they cry more than any other time, pre-
vention of shaken baby syndrome, and  en-
courage caregivers  to talk, sing and read 

to their babies. 
In-home nurse visits are offered to pro-

vide post-partum support for mothers of 
newborns and connect them to additional 
resources. 

The agency also offers in-home parenting 
support by social work professionals to pro-
vide  caregivers information and assistance 
to enhance the  emotional,  social, physi-
cal and language development of young chil-
dren. 

Lastly, PCCT provides clinical services to 
vulnerable families  to  create  healthy, nur-
turing relationships between parents and 
children and break the cycle of generation-
al  child abuse and neglect. Their clinicians 
specialize in infant mental health. PCCT 
is considered a leader among Tulsa area 
non-profits in the area of child abuse and ne-
glect prevention.    

The PCCT’s Toyland Ball fundraiser, 
which will be held Jan. 18 at the Cox Busi-
ness Center, is celebrating its 30th year.

Tulsa’s Future Supports Thousands of 
Jobs and $829 Million in Capital Investment

Courtesy TAYLOR COSTLEY
Tulsa Regional Chamber 

Tulsa’s Future, the public-pri-
vate regional economic develop-
ment partnership led by the Tulsa 
Regional Chamber, helped create 
2,609 jobs and generate $829 mil-
lion of capital investment in north-
east Oklahoma in 2019.

Notable economic development 
projects recently announced in-
clude Milo’s Tea Company’s $60 
million production plant in Owas-
so; the relocation of 85 Triumph 
Aerospace Structures employees to 
downtown Tulsa; and the addition 
of 615 jobs at the American Air-
lines’ Tulsa maintenance base. 

Tulsa’s Future tracks primary 
jobs at companies with which the 
Chamber has partnered with di-
rectly. 

“Primary job growth has a rip-
ple effect on the entire region, as 
each primary job supports addi-
tional secondary jobs in northeast 
Oklahoma,” says Bill Murphy, 
senior vice president of economic 
development for the Tulsa Region-
al Chamber. “The Tulsa region 
saw steady growth this year and 
continues to attract and expand 
high-quality employers.”

In addition to these announce-
ments, Tulsa was recently recog-
nized as one of the 50 best places 
to start a business and was ranked 
the No. 1 city in wage growth by 
Inc. Magazine. Per capita income 
in the Tulsa metropolitan statistical 
area is estimated to have risen 11.1  
percent in 2018. 

“American Airlines’ continued 
investment in the region, as well 
as per capita income growth, are 
reflective of a strong regional 
workforce,” says Murphy. “Tulsa’s 

ranking as one of the best places to 
start a business is a testament to our 
continued economic development 
efforts.”

Tulsa’s Future is a collaborative 
economic development partnership 
that works with the City of Tul-
sa, 201 private investors from the 
business community, and a number 
of regional and tribal partners to 
further economic prosperity. Now 
in its third phase, Tulsa’s Future 
has generated $1.9 billion of cap-
ital investment and created 16,382 
jobs since 2016. Since its inception 
in 2005, Tulsa’s Future has sup-
ported the creation of 69,249 jobs 
in northeast Oklahoma.

“Tulsa’s Future is a proven model 
that continues to transform our re-
gion and position northeast Okla-
homa as an ideal place for busi-
nesses to grow,” says Mike Neal, 
president and CEO of the Tulsa 
Regional Chamber. “We are excit-
ed to continue this work with all of 

our partners and propel the Tulsa 
region into the next decade.”

About the Tulsa 
Regional Chamber

Representing more than 2,150 
member organizations and more 
than 178,000 workers, the Tulsa 
Regional Chamber is the primary 
driver of regional and individual 
prosperity in northeast Oklahoma. 
The Chamber develops and de-
livers a wide variety of programs 
and services designed to bolster 
and benefit Tulsa-area businesses 
of all shapes and sizes, from large 
corporations to small startups. For 
more than 115 years, the Cham-
ber has served as an integral part 
of what makes the Tulsa region a 
great place to live, work and play. 
As epitomized by the Chamber ta-
gline – “Your Partner in Prosperi-
ty” – every strategy, program and 
service of the Chamber is created 
specifically to increase prosperity.

The Association of Chamber of 
Commerce Executives (ACCE) 
named the Tulsa Regional Cham-
ber the nation’s best chamber in 
2005, 2008 and 2010. The Cham-
ber has been recognized three times 
by the Oklahoma Quality Founda-
tion (OQF), including receipt of 
OQF’s Award for Commitment to 
Excellence in 2019. The Chamber 
holds three prestigious accredita-
tions: five-star accreditation from 
the U.S. Chamber of Commerce; 
accredited economic development 
organization through the Inter-
national Economic Development 
Council (IEDC); and accredited 
destination marketing organization 
(VisitTulsa) through Destinations 
International (DI). The Chamber 
also houses the Tulsa Office of 
Film, Music, Arts & Culture (Tulsa 
FMAC), Oklahoma’s only accred-
ited city film commission through 
the Association of Film Commis-
sioners International (AFCI).

Tulsa Region 
Continues to
Attract High
Quality Jobs

GTR Media Group photo

$60 MILLION PRODUCTION PLANT: Milo’s Tea Company’s $60 million production plant now being 
constructed in Owasso will be an economic boost to greater Tulsa.  Additional notable economic development 
projects include relocation of 85 Triumph Aerospace Structures employees to downtown Tulsa and the addi-
tion of 615 jobs at the American Airlines Tulsa maintenance base. 
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Joyful Events Bring in the
New Year in Greater Tulsa
By GRANT ROWL
Contributing Writer

 
The 2020 New Year came in 

with positive fun for many in the 
greater Tulsa area.  Among the 
fun spots celebrants were Tulsa’s 
Gathering Place and the new Tulsa 
Club Hotel.  

Gathering Place had been trans-
formed into a Winter Wonderland.  
Winter Wonderland, presented by 
American Airlines, spread holiday 
cheer with nightly entertainment, 
a special snow show, a holiday 
train and lights shining throughout 
Chapman Adventure Playground.

The Tulsa Club Hotel held its 
first New Year’s Eve celebration, 
the Emerald Ball. Guests experi-
enced sophistication and style at 
the event.  The Tulsa Club Ho-
tel, a Curio Collection by Hilton, 
is located in the Deco District of 
historic downtown Tulsa.  It is in 
walking distance to over 50 restau-
rants, shopping and major down-
town attractions such as the Tulsa 
Performing Arts Center and the 
breathtaking Boston Avenue cor-
ridor.

The Tulsa Club Hotel is a his-
toric gem for Tulsa that once was 
the epicenter for the elite. The 
building boasts a 1927 Art Deco 
architectural style designed by 
world-renowned architect Bruce 
Goff.  It offers more than 7,000 
sq. ft. of flexible meeting space in-
cluding a stunning ballroom for up 
to 400. The ballroom also connects 
to more flexible options with a one 
of a kind rooftop meeting space 
that includes a large boardroom 
overlooking the historic Deco 
District. All guest rooms offer a 
unique layout and modern décor, a 
desk with vanity, a 55-inch TV and 
remote-controlled window pieces. 
The suites offer additional space, 
upgraded amenities and magnifi-
cent views.

Tulsa Club Hotel offers a classic, 
sophisticated restaurant serving 
French cuisine for breakfast, lunch 
and dinner, and room service un-
til 11 p.m. Guests can experience 
high-end service and happy hour 
specials in the lively lobby lounge, 
where they can enjoy glamorous 
cocktails and a vibrant 1920s am-
bience. The hotel also offers an ex-
ercise regimen in the Health Club 
Gym, with upgraded cardio and 
training equipment.  The hotel’s 
business center is also available 
for those catching up on work. 

Courtesy SRO Productions

HAPPY NEW YEAR!  Guests at the Tulsa Club Hotel welcome the New 
Year with a fun-time celebration at the hotel’s first-ever Emerald Ball. 

Courtesy SRO Productions

NEW YEAR’S SOUND:  Saxophonist Grady Nichols checks the time 
as the midnight hour neared at the Tulsa Club Hotel.  At left is Mike 
Wilson and the singer is Denise Hoey.

GTR Media Group photo

WINTER WONDERLAND:  Youngsters have fun at the Winter Won-
derland at Gathering Place.
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Tulsa’s Affordable Housing Strategy Underway
In December, we got a glimpse 

into the future of housing in Tul-
sa thanks to 
the work of the 
City’s first Hous-
ing Policy Direc-
tor, Becky Gligo. 
With Gligo’s 
hard work and 
the formation of 
an agency coali-
tion, we put forth 
our first Afford-
able Housing 
Strategy that is 
working to tack-
le some of the 
toughest housing 
issues we face 
today. 

Ranking as 
the 11th high-
est evictor in 
the nation and 
needing about 
4,000 quality af-
fordable housing 
units, Tulsa is in 
desperate need of 
a housing road-
map. We must do better. This strat-
egy provides an actionable plan 
to create more affordable housing 
opportunities, reduce evictions 
and help lower the number of Tul-
sans facing homelessness. 

Operating on four core values, 10 

detailed strategies and multiple ac-
tionable metrics, the city is taking 

action to preserve 
n e i g h b o r h o o d s 
and help provide 
decent, safe and 
affordable hous-
ing for all of our 
neighbors. Every 
neighborhood in 
Tulsa needs equi-
table investment, 
and we must op-
erate on the notion 
that affordable 
housing is a hu-
man right, no mat-
ter an individual’s 
income or what zip 
code they live in. 

For some, hav-
ing a high cost 
of living can be 
the difference in, 
“do I buy grocer-
ies this month or 
pay the bills.” We 
never want that to 
be the case. Start-
ing in 2020, we 

will work to create the Affordable 
Housing Trust Fund, which will 
help us gain access to additional 
resources to allow us to put more 
money than ever before into af-
fordable housing creation, preser-
vation and tenant protections. Also 

in 2020, we will continue to work 
with Working In Neighborhoods 
on their Housing Opportunity Pro-
gram and work to launch landlord/
tenant outreach opportunities to 
combat evictions in Tulsa.

When everyone has a quality, af-
fordable place to live and thrive, 
so too can our economy. Through 
holistic neighborhood investment, 
we’re creating opportunities for 
developers to come in, provide 
jobs and give people the types of 
housing they need. With increased 

home stability, our neighbors 
shouldn’t have to worry about 
choosing between feeding their 
families or putting a roof over 
their heads. 

And for those in Tulsa who don’t 
have a place to call home, we must 
do our part to make sure they get 
the resources they need to transi-
tion into more permanent housing 
solutions. I’m excited to say Gligo 
will be taking a continued leader-
ship role in A Way Home For Tul-
sa, our city’s continuum of care 

that is working to reduce home-
lessness.

If there’s anything we learned 
in this process, it’s that providing 
quality affordable housing takes 
a citywide effort, consisting of 
both for-profit and nonprofit en-
tities. I’m incredibly thankful for 
everyone who had a hand in help-
ing create our roadmap to a more 
successful housing landscape in 
Tulsa. 

I invite you to read the strategy at 
www.cityoftulsa.org/housing.  

As the state legislature convenes 
on Feb. 3, Tulsa County will be 
ready to present 
our legislative 
agenda for 2020.  
Included in our 
slate of legislative 
requests are three 
(3) bills which will 
address important 
public safety and 
government effi-
ciency issues. 

Hazard Mitiga-
tion and Disaster 
Recovery.  

Oklahoma ranks 
fifth in the nation 
for the most fed-
erally declared 
natural disasters. 
The number of 
tornadoes, floods, 
earthquakes, and 
wildfires each year 
puts all of Oklaho-
ma at high risk for 
the destruction of 
property and loss 
of life. 

While we can’t control when and 
where natural disasters will strike, 

we can do much more to mitigate 
the impacts of these disasters and 

to be better pre-
pared for the re-
covery that fol-
lows. 

With the sup-
port of Repre-
sentative Lonnie 
Sims and Senator 
Dave Rader, we 
will introduce 
the Hazard Mit-
igation Assess-
ment District Act. 
It would allow 
county voters to 
decide if they 
want to fund a 
hazard mitigation 
and disaster re-
covery fund via a 
dedicated proper-
ty assessment and 
to decide priori-
ties for improv-
ing their safety 
during disasters. 

Inmates Work-
ing In Jail.  

Even though the Tulsa County 
jail has more than 1,000 prisoners, 

there is no law that would permit 
them to earn credits against their 
sentence by doing work in the jail. 

With no incentives to work, the 
jail can only rely upon the prison-
er volunteering. This work could 
be general maintenance, grounds 
keeping, cleaning, and working in 
the kitchen. 

Currently the jail has to rely upon 
either detention officers doing these 
jobs or hiring outside businesses. 

Allowing the prisoners to earn 
credits against their sentence 
would shorten the time they are 
in custody while saving taxpay-
er dollars by reducing the jail’s 
overhead.  This work credit would 
also follow any prisoners who are 
transferred to the Department of 
Corrections and thereby shorten 
their stay and cost in the state pris-
on system as well. 

Misdemeanor Drug Diversion
With the decriminalization of 

certain drug crimes from felonies 
to misdemeanors, there is a grow-
ing concern that those arrested for 
simple drug possession will be ar-
rested and sentenced to serve their 
time in the Tulsa County jail. This 
would increase the cost of running 

the jail. Also, it is important to re-
alize that many of these individu-
als have drug addiction problems 
and would benefit more from eval-
uation and intervention than being 
incarcerated for what is now con-
sidered a minor crime. 

Similar to the City of Tulsa’s 
program to divert those arrested 
for alcohol offenses to the Sober-
ing House, this legislation would 

allow the arresting officer to offer 
the offender the option of either 
going to the OSU Medical and 
Sciences Center for drug addiction 
evaluation or to jail.  

The goal of this cooperative pro-
gram between the sheriff’s office 
and the district attorney’s office 
is to divert people into evaluation 
and/or treatment early in the pro-
cess. 
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From Tulsa 
County

By COMMISSIONER
RON PETERS

From Tulsa’s 
Mayor

By G.T. BYNUM
Mayor of Tulsa

Tulsa County Ready to Present Legislative Agenda

Courtesy City of Tulsa

HOUSING COALITION MEMBERS:  Mayor G.T. Bynum, Housing Policy Director Becky Gligo (left of 
mayor), and housing coalition members announce the release of the city’s first Affordable Housing Strategy on 
Dec. 12, 2019.  It is working to eliminate difficult housing issues.  

Courtesy photo

OKLAHOMA SENATE CHAMBER: Tulsa County will present its leg-
islative agenda for 2020 when the State Legislature convenes on Feb. 3. 
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Introduced in 1972, The University of Tul-
sa Alumni Association annually presents 
accomplished alumni with the association’s 
highest honor – The Distinguished Alumni 
Award. Here are the 2019 recipients:

William and Robert Thomas
In  1976, twin brothers Bill and Bob 

co-founded Gemini Properties — a real 
estate operating and investment company. 
The company’s focus evolved toward se-
nior housing in 1989 with the founding of 
Senior Star. The company’s living and care 
options for aging adults include independent 
living, assisted living, and memory support. 
A growing company with strong leadership 
has enabled the brothers to focus their ener-
gies on senior and community issues.

Longtime Tulsa Area United Way 
(TAUW) supporters, Bill and Bob chaired 
the 2002 TAUW capital campaign, raising 
a record-breaking $25 million in the midst 
of the country’s financial recession. The 
following year, the pair served as board co-
chairs of TAUW.

Bill and Bob have had the unprecedent-
ed honor of receiving three distinct awards 
from the Association of Fundraising Profes-
sionals Eastern Oklahoma Chapter — being 
named as the 2000 Outstanding Volunteer 
Fundraiser, the 2007 Outstanding Philan-
thropist, and most recently the 2016 Pillar 
Award Recipient for philanthropy leader-
ship benefitting the Tulsa community. The 
Retired Senior Volunteer Program of Tulsa 
granted Bill and Bob their 2001 Leader-
ship Award and their alma mater, the Uni-
versity of Tulsa, named the brothers 2011 
Outstanding Entrepreneurs, inducting them 
into the Collins College of Business Hall of 
Fame.

William Thomas (BS ’74)
Bill served as chairperson of the Philbrook 

Museum of Art Board of Trustees, as well 
as for the American Seniors Housing Asso-
ciation (ASHA) and The Tulsa Community 
Foundation. He also serves on the boards of 
Philbrook, AHSA, the University of Tulsa, 
and the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation Sooner 
Chapter.

Bill and his wife Susan have chaired fund-
raising galas and capital campaigns for 
LIFE Senior Services, Domestic Violence 
Intervention Service, Project Woman and 
Street School. They also chaired the Phil-
brook Wine Experience twice, leading it 
into one of the top three fundraisers of its 
kind, nationwide.

Among Bill’s most significant contri-
butions to Tulsa is his seven-year term of 
board service to the Housing Authority of 
the City of Tulsa, which included his chair-
personship of HOPE VI, a Public Housing 
Revitalization Program. This $60 million 
public-private undertaking eliminated 1940s 
vintage housing and made way for “Country 
Club Gardens” — 396 units of exceptional 
residential apartments for low income and 
market rate housing.

Robert Thomas (BS ’74)
Fueled by a passion to help end Alzhei-

mer’s disease, Bob served on the Alzhei-
mer’s Association National Board of Di-
rectors for eight years and was a founding 
board member for the Alzheimer’s Impact 
Movement, where he continues to serve as 

treasurer. As volunteer lobbyists, he and his 
wife Jill routinely travel to Washington D.C. 
to promote increased Alzheimer’s research 
funding.

Jill and Bob have chaired several galas in 
the Greater Tulsa area. Bob chaired the 2015 
Alzheimer’s Association Oklahoma Chapter 
Memory Gala, an event known as being 
among the top three fundraisers of its kind, 
nationwide. Bob received the Maureen Rea-
gan Outstanding Advocate Award from the 
National Alzheimer’s Association.

Bob holds advisory board positions for the 
American Seniors Housing Association and 
LIFE Senior Services. For LIFE, he also co-
chaired two capital campaigns. Bob served 
as the Tulsa Opera Ball Patron Chair and 
chaired the Mental Health Association of 
Tulsa Gala.

Sanjay Meshri (BA ’92)
Admired and respected for his selfless 

support of philanthropic projects in north-
east Oklahoma, Meshri’s contributions to 
enhance civic organizations and community 
initiatives mirror the success he has experi-
enced as an executive at Advance Research 
Chemicals in Catoosa. He embodies a 
strong sense of civic responsibility because 
he learned it firsthand as a student at The 
University of Tulsa.

After graduating, Meshri became the sixth 
employee at his father’s company, Ad-
vance Research Chemicals (ARC). Meshri 
proved himself, working double shifts and 
weekends. Later that year,  General Motors 
awarded ARC a large contract to produce 
a new coating for radiators. The company 
doubled in size and began building a factory 
for fabrication.

As ARC continues to grow, the core values 
Meshri inherited from his family and alma 
mater guide his leadership style and busi-
ness decisions. “I try to stay very focused, 
listen carefully, always tell the truth. Your 
reward for doing a good job is you get an-
other job,” he explained. “Even in the bad 
times you learn.”

Meshri is honored to serve on the many 
community boards and leadership teams 
he devotes time to in Tulsa, including the 
TU Board of Trustees. He is a member of 
the TU President’s Council, Circle Society 
and Golden Hurricane Club. He chaired the 
Alumni Association’s annual TU Uncorked 
fundraiser in 2017 and helped establish the 
Dr. Indu Meshri Memorial Scholarship En-
dowment in Geosciences in 2007 to honor 
his late mother, who earned a doctorate in 
geosciences from TU in 1981. Meshri’s fa-
ther, Dayal, is ARC’s founder, president and 
CEO and is also a generous TU supporter.

Meshri is a founding member of the Patri-
ot Golf Club and serves on the board of di-
rectors for Saint Francis Health System. He 
was inducted into the Tulsa Hall of Fame by 
the Tulsa Historical Society in 2017. 

At 49 years old, the sky is the limit for 
Meshri. His ARC leadership, philanthrop-
ic endeavors and TU alumni recognition 
hold enormous potential to positively im-
pact people around the world — a job he 
does not take lightly. “It makes me want to 
do even more and try and make everyone 
proud,” he said

Paula Kuykendall (BSBA ’86)
“You can be anything you want to be, you 

just have to work hard. Play fair. Do every-
thing with integrity — it’s the one thing you 
can give away that you can never get back.” 
Her father’s simple but prescient advice 
shaped Kuykendall’s approach to success 
in life and in business. Recently retired, she 
reflects on these principles and the TU foun-
dation that helped launch her career, which 
spanned from public accounting to an exec-
utive position in a Fortune 100 company.

Kuykendall didn’t take the traditional 
route to TU. She started at Oklahoma State 
University but returned to Tulsa after two 
years to get a job and to figure out what she 
wanted to do next. It was the oil boom of the 
early 1980s, and Kuykendall secured a job 
at Occidental Petroleum, which offered the 
opportunity to fund her tuition at TU. She 
worked full time and took nine hours a se-
mester until the oil bust, when she was laid 
off. In lieu of a traditional severance pack-
age, Occidental agreed to fund a semester 
of Kuykendall’s TU tuition and books. Her 
husband, Patrick (MTax ’90), urged her to 
enroll as a full-time student and finish her 
accounting degree.

Jim Miller (BSBA ’66) was managing 
partner at Arthur Andersen when he hired 
Kuykendall as an accountant. “He took a 

chance on me, and I owe a lot to him,” she 
said. The two remain close friends and are 
staunch TU supporters. 

After 10 years in public accounting, 
Kuykendall sought a career in private indus-
try and went to work for Snappy Car Rental. 

Looking back on her career, she said the 
relationships she built along the way stand 
out the most. “The thing I’m proudest of is 
the people who have worked with me along 
the way and seeing what they’ve accom-
plished. That means way more to me than 
anything I’ve been able to accomplish my-
self.” And while female executives in the ac-
counting field were historically uncommon, 
Kuykendall says she never looked at herself 
as a woman in business. “It just didn’t seem 
different to me. I never carried that chip on 
my shoulder. If you’re good at what you do 
and you treat the people who work for you 
well, you will have success.”

Celebrating this honor means even more 
to Kuykendall that it occurs during the 
university’s 125th anniversary. “My grand-
parents had season tickets for as long as I 
can remember growing up. I was born and 
raised here, and TU is part of who we are. 
I couldn’t be prouder to be a distinguished 
alumna in our 125th year.”
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918.587.2566 • ihloffspa.com
Utica Square  •  83rd & Memorial  •  Downtown

$25 AVEDA GIFT WHEN YOU BUY $150 IN GIFT CARDS

TU Presents Four Alumni with Highest Honor

Courtesy The University of Tulsa

DISTINGUISHED RECIPIENTS: From left, Paula Kuykendall. Sanjay Meshri, Robert 
Thomas and William Thomas receive the University of Tulsa Alumni Association’s highest 
honor – the Distinguished Alumni Award.
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VARIETY

Good Times Will Roll in Tulsa in 2020
A new decade dawns, filled with 

possibility. Are you ready for 
2020? 

Now that everyone has packed 
away the holidays in one form or 
another, it’s play-
time. Indoor en-
tertainment is nev-
er more appealing 
than in the dead of 
winter. Warm up 
with one of Amer-
ica’s most-loved 
musicals. Mer-
edith Wilson’s 
“The Music Man” 
is about a con man 
who preys on the 
fears of a mid-
western town as 
a way to line his 
pockets. Only the 
lovely and brainy 
Marian the librar-
ian stands in his 
way. Memorable 
songs include 
“ S e v e n t y - S i x 
Trombones,” “Ya 
Got Trouble,” and 
“’Til There Was You.” The produc-
tion stars Mark Frie and Margaret 
Stall, Jan. 10-26 at the Tulsa PAC.

A fantastic evening of music is 
presented by Tulsa Symphony, 
Jan. 11. Internationally known so-
prano Sarah Coburn, who happens 
to be a current Tulsa resident, will 
be a featured guest on Strauss’ 
“Four Last Songs.” Also part of 
the program is Elgar and Bach’s 
Fantasia and Fugue in C Minor 
and Schumann’s highly emotion-
al Symphony No. 2.  Later in the 
month, you can hear Tulsa Sym-
phony play the score of the film 
“Harry Potter and the Prisoner of 
Azkaban” during a showing of the 
film at the PAC, Jan. 31 and Feb. 1.

Those bald and blue guys are back 
with more odd acts that incorporate 
eccentric music, art and comedy. 
In this new Blue Man Group show, 
the entertainers search for the elu-
sive “present moment” while in-
viting large-scale participation and 
striving to make a universal con-
nection. If you can imagine. Tul-
sa’s Broadway presenter, Celebrity 
Attractions, and the PAC Trust host 
the Blue Man Group’s Speechless 
Tour, Jan. 20-22. 

Percussionist Ian David Rosen-

baum is guest artist for Choregus 
Productions, Jan. 24 at the PAC. A 
passionate advocate for contempo-
rary work, Rosenbaum was hailed 
by the “Wall Street Journal” for 

his “spectacular 
performances.” 
In Tulsa, he will 
present Christo-
pher Cerrone’s 
“Memory Pal-
ace,” using cre-
ative music-mak-
ing techniques 
and unconven-
tional instru-
ments. Cerrone’s 
piece is a sound-
scape intended 
to evoke all the 
important plac-
es that helped to 
shape his life. 

Near the top 
of my list for 
upcoming mu-
sic events is the 
Daedalus Quartet, 
which will per-
form for Cham-

ber Music Tulsa audiences at ahha 
in the Tulsa Arts District, Jan. 31, 
and at the Tulsa PAC, Feb. 2. The 
Quartet comprises three females 
and one male, unusual for a cham-
ber music group, performing on 
violin, viola and cello. Promoting 
the idea that music has no borders, 
this group is among the finest of 
new generation string ensembles 
with critics praising them for their 
technical prowess and sheer gusto.

Head over to the the BOK Cen-
ter, Jan. 16-19, for a new Cirque 
du Soleil show, “Axel.” For this 
production, the main character is 
a skater, who is in hot pursuit of a 
woman, and on a quest for self-re-
alization. The story takes place 
on ice with world-class skaters 
and acrobats, gorgeous costumes, 
moving music and an uplifting 
message. 

One of the world’s most gift-
ed performers, Canadian singer 
Celine Dion, appears at the BOK 
Center, Feb. 5. If you have ever 
seen a Celine Dion concert, you 
know she has an amazing voice 
and is a consummate performer. 
For pure entertainment, this is a 
winner.

Much of the same can be said for 
country singer Miranda Lambert. 
Her fans rave about her concerts. 
Lambert has won the Country Mu-
sic Association’s “Female Vocalist 
of the Year” honor seven times, 
among countless other awards. 
She released her latest album 
“Wildcard” in Nov. 2019. Catch 
her “Wildcard Tour” at the BOK 
Center, Feb. 7.

At the Hard Rock Casino, com-
ic and actor Chris Tucker enter-
tains on Jan. 17, and heavy metal 
singer/songwriter Bret Michaels 
appears Jan. 23 as part of his “Un-
broken World Tour.” Michaels has 
sold 40 million records worldwide 
with “Every Rose Has Its Thorn” 
being his greatest hit. 

Brighten the gray winter days at 
the River Spirit Casino and Resort 
with comedian, actor and impres-
sionist Frank Caliendo, Jan. 10 (he 

does a hilarious Donald Trump), 
and actor and standup comedi-
an Mike Epps, Jan. 24. Ten-time 
Grammy winner Chaka Khan ap-
pears in concert on Jan. 30. Jazz 
great Miles Davis said that she 
“sings like my horn.” Then, on 
Feb. 1, take in an evening of music 
with the Eli Young Band.

For something very different, 
check out “The Nostalgia Will Eat 
Itself” at Nightingale Theater, Jan. 
17 – Feb. 1, a horror piece written 
by John Fisher. The production 
is a collaboration between Heller 
Theatre and Midwestern Theatre 

Group. The plot follows a couple 
who meet on Tinder. It explores 
“nostalgia, misogyny and fame in 
a post-Gamergate world.” If you 
enjoy experimental theatre, this 
could be for you. The show’s audi-
ence guidelines forewarn “mature 
themes, violence and gore.”

The Broken Arrow Perform-
ing Arts Center hosts the beloved 
Broadway musical “The Color 
Purple” for one night only, Jan. 
21, and the 11-member a cappella 
singing group Voctave on Feb. 1. 
Voctave performs musical theatre, 
barbershop, pop tunes, gospel and 
contemporary Christian music. 
I encourage you to listen to their 
rendition of “Over the Rainbow” 
on YouTube. Perfection.

Happy New Year to all!  With 
20/20 foresight, I envision that the 
upcoming year will be filled with 
good times and great memories.

Show Buzz

By NANCY HERMANN

London & Paris
from $949

CALL 855-655-9670
Book your adventure today!

CELINE DION: The Canadian superstar appears at the BOK Center 
Feb. 5.

Photo by JUSTIN BARBIN 

BLUE MAN GROUP: The bald and blue guys are back in town, Jan. 
20-22 at the Tulsa PAC.

Courtesy photo 

THE MUSIC MAN: Mark Frie as Harold Hill, Davis White as Win-
throp, and Margaret Stahl as Marian Paroo star in Meredith Wilson’s 
“The Music Man,” Jan. 10-26, presented by Theatre Tulsa.

Courtesy photo 

DAEDALUS QUARTET: Chamber Music Tulsa presents the techni-
cally superb quartet at ahaa, Jan. 31 and the Tulsa PAC, Feb. 2.

BRET MICHAELS: The former 
Motley Crew front man’s “Unbro-
ken World Tour” stops at the Hard 
Rock Casino on Jan. 23.

MIRANDA LAMBERT: The 
Country Music singer/songwriter 
brings her “Wild Card Tour” to 
the BOK Center Feb. 7.

SHAKA KAHN: She’s every 
woman and she’ll be at The River 
Spirit Casino and Resort Jan. 30.

IAN DAVID ROSENBAUM: 
The percussionist will be a special 
guest of Choregus on Jan. 24
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“The sun’s coming up on the Ver-
digris River, just as it has for mil-
lions of years, trusting us with the 
balance of nature, give us this day 
as the time disappears.”

	 – Randy Crouch
		  The Sun and the Wind

The prized possession in my sub-
stantial vinyl collection is not 

my limited edition 
White album on 
white vinyl, nor 
my Freewheelin’ 
Bob Dylan album 
which has some-
how survived 57 
years without a 
scratch. Not even 
a mind-blowing 
1968 live record-
ing at the Fillmore 
West featuring a 
19-year-old Carlos 
Santana can claim 
to be the star at-
traction in my as-
semblage of Rock 
& Roll gems. That 
title belongs to a 
rare, albeit less-
er known album 
from 1978 titled, 
“For Our Children: 
Black Fox Blues?” 
that features some-
thing even closer 
to my heart than 
vintage Rock & Roll: Oklahoma 
protest music.

In 1973, Public Service Compa-
ny of Oklahoma announced that it 
would be constructing two nuclear 
power reactors in Rogers County 
along the Verdigris River. The site 
was only a few miles from the town 
of Inola, a Cherokee word meaning 
“black fox.” PSO adopted the name 
Black Fox for the proposed nuclear 
plant, and promised thousands of 

jobs and an influx of tax dollars.
A Claremore teacher and resi-

dent of Inola named Carrie Dick-
erson felt the risks far outweighed 
the promise of nicer schools and 
cheaper utility bills and became de-
termined to stop Black Fox.

Dickerson did not approach the 
battle with a by-any-means-neces-
sary mindset. She refused to engage 

in civil disobe-
dience, vandal-
ism, or anything 
illegal. Her goal 
was to educate 
the public and 
organize fund-
raisers to finance 
the war against 
Black Fox, which 
would be fought 
largely in court.

A big part of 
that fundraising 
effort came from 
area musicians 
who performed 
at rallies, staged 
benefit con-
certs, and even 
recorded the 
aforementioned 
album, which 
is now proudly 
displayed in the 
home of your fa-
vorite local mu-
sic columnist.

The movement gained interna-
tional press, and soon our local mu-
sicians were joined by the likes of 
Jackson Browne and Bonnie Raitt 
who both performed at a May 24, 
1978 concert at Mohawk Park ben-
efiting the Stop Black Fox effort.

By 1980, after Dickerson and her 
fellow activists had been successful 
in their attempt to delay the plant’s 
construction through requests for 
information and legal challenges, 

the cost of the plant was begin-
ning to skyrocket, from the orig-
inal $450 million to $2.4 billion. 
On Feb. 16, 1982, PSO claimed 
the plant was no longer financially 
viable and pulled the plug on the 
project, marking a rare victory for 
anti-nuclear activists.

The takeaway: Oklahoma protest 
music gets results.

That’s good news, because there’s 
still work to do.

One cause that many musicians 
are currently putting their efforts 
behind is protecting the northeast-
ern Oklahoma watersheds. Green 
Country Guardians (GCG) was 
formed in 2018 in response to a pro-
posal to build six poultry houses in 
Oaks, Okla., threatening the beau-
tiful, crystal-clear water of Spring 
Creek. Like Dickerson, the GCG 
focused on educating, organizing 
and legal action, and was ultimate-
ly successful. In May of 2018, the 
Cherokee Nation purchased the 
60-acres of environmentally sensi-
tive land.

Now the GCG has its sights on 
Arkansas-based Simmons Foods 
Inc., which is building  large poul-
try processing plants that threaten 
the northeast Oklahoma watershed. 
For this battle, the GCG are getting 
help from some of the same musi-
cians who helped stop Black Fox 
four decades ago.

“Isn’t music the glue in all of our 
cultures?” This is a rhetorical ques-
tion posed by Pam Kingfisher of 
Green Country Guardians. “Music 
is a binder. It can bring us together 
and teach us things,” she explains at 
a Protect Our Watershed concert in 
Tahlequah last July. “This machine 
kills fascists,” she says, a reference 
to the godfather of Oklahoma pro-
test music, Woody Guthrie.

Kingfisher was active in Stop 
Black Fox among other activist 
movements and is now apply-
ing that muscle toward protecting 
northeast Oklahoma’s rivers and 
streams.

“Water is life and we’re here to 
make sure that we’ve got clean wa-
ter for your kids, your grandkids, 
all of us.”

Randy Crouch, who was one of 
the most active foot soldiers in the 
Stop Black Fox movement, per-
forming at more than 50 stop Black 
Fox events around the state, is an-
other veteran activist who, along 
with Kingfisher, is still fighting the 
good fight.

“I love this planet,” Crouch says. 
He says this often, and judging by 
his actions, there is no reason to 
doubt his sincerity. “I’ll do any-
thing, anything any time that needs 
to be done for this project,” he 
continues. “We’re gonna save our 
creek. It’s not too late.”

Crouch performed at the Pro-
tect Our Watershed concert last 
July along with Red Dirt Rangers, 

Meandering Orange, and My Tea 
Kind. 

Another great lineup is slated for 
the Jan. 19 Oklahoma Clean Water 
Fest at Heirloom Rustic Ales from 
3 – 7 p.m.  In addition to music from 
Travis Fite, Monica Taylor, Dustin 
Pittsley, Scott Evans and more, the 
festival will feature presentations 
from Friends of the Illinios Riv-
er, Green Country Guardians and 
Oklahoma Sierra club among oth-
ers.  Visit greencountryguardians.
org. for more upcoming events. 

Carrie Dickerson passed away 
in 2006, but her work continues 
through the Carrie Dickerson 
Foundation, which was founded in 
2003. For more information, visit 
carriedickersonfoundation.org. 

Happy New Year to all you music 
lovers out there. Please continue to 
support local music in 2020, be-
cause it might just save the planet.  
More importantly, it might save 
the humans. So forget about diets 
and exercize commitments and 
make a simple resolution for 2020: 
keep searching, keep listening.
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Searching for
The Sound

By BRYAN CANTRELL

BRYAN CANTRELL for GTR Newspapers

WATER IS LIFE: Pam Kingfisher of 
Green Country Guardians shares a map 
indicating all the poultry processing 
plants throughout the northeast Oklaho-
ma watershed. Each green square on the 
map represents a new farm, which consists 
of six to 10 barns. Each barn represents 
50,000 – 80,000 chickens. The map was 
on display at a benefit concert to protect 
the area’s rivers and streams.

There’s No Music Like Oklahoma Protest Music

Cirque du Soleil On Ice

AXEL: Cirque du Soleil pres-
ents its new spectacle AXEL 
with six performances Jan. 16-
19 at the BOK Center.

 AXEL tells an inspirational 
and musical story of a young 
graphic artist and musician, 
Axel, who dives into his hand 
drawn universe as he falls 
in love with the captivating 

Lei. Together they jet off on a 
fast-moving quest to retrieve 
the stolen light from the su-
pervillain Vï. In this epic fan-
tasy, graphic art and music 
intertwine to create the super 
charged world of AXEL. 

 For show times and to pur-
chase tickets, visit cirqueduso-
leil.com/axel.

FOR OUR CHILDREN: This 1978 album was part of a suc-
cessful campaign to stop the construction of two nuclear reactors 
on the banks of the Verdigris River in Rogers County near Inola. 

BRYAN CANTRELL for GTR Newspapers

GOT TIME TO PROTEST: Randy Crouch, seated, is joined by, from 
left, James Townsend, Bonnie Payne, Annie Payne, Brad Picolo, John 
Cooper and Joe Mack at a Protect Our Watershed concert last July. 
Hidden by the band but keeping the beat is Christie Guarde on drums. 
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Parkside Psychiatric Hospital 
and Clinic has officially opened 
its new hospital at 1239 S. Trenton 
Ave. in Tulsa.  The facility, located 
immediately south of the Hillcrest 
Medical Center and Oklahoma 

Heart Institute, will increase ac-
cess to mental health in Oklaho-
ma.  The new facility features 80 
single-occupancy patient rooms 
for children, adolescents and 
adults experiencing acute mental 
health crises.  

“Our vision is to expand world-
class mental health care is finally 
coming to fruition,” said Debra 
Jones, CEO of Parkside.  “The new 
hospital will allow us to increase 
the number of patients we treat 
each day and effectively remove 
barriers to treatment.  

Over the past year, Parkside was 
unable to serve 486 individuals due 
to unavailable beds because of pa-
tient gender

“This will serve a critical need 
for Oklahoma and even surround-
ing states, said Darren Sanchez, 
Parkside’s Assessment and Refer-
ral Director.  “Currently, our avail-
able beds for inpatient admissions 

are in semi-private rooms and not 
always open to gender needs of 
presenting patients at any given 
time.  However, 80 single-occu-
pancy rooms in our new hospital 
will provide privacy for our pa-
tients and expand access to care.”

In addition, the new hospital will 
offer secure open-air balconies for 

each inpatient floor and provide 
enhanced space for groups and 
recreation.  

Serving the community since 
1959, Parkside’s mission is to pro-
vide outstanding mental health and 
support services.  Parkside is a not-
for-profit psychiatric hospital and 
outpatient clinic that has helped 

those with mental health and sub-
stance abuse problems since 1959.  
In 2018, 2,050 patients were ad-
mitted, and 1,305 received outpa-
tient care.

Parkside’s Assessment and Re-
ferral service is located at 1619 
E. 13th St., and can be reached 24 
hours a day at 918-588-8888.
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HEALTH & WELLNESS

RELIABLE
With hundreds of highly-skilled medical providers 
at more than 70 clinics throughout the area, you 
can count on a Utica Park Clinic location near you. 
From pregnancy care to oncology and geriatrics, 
our outstanding primary and specialty care 
physicians are changing lives for the better, every 
day. For a same-day, primary-care appointment, 
call 918-579-DOCS (3627).

UticaParkClinic.com

This is real dental insurance from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company  
that helps pay for over 350 procedures – cleanings, fillings, crowns, even dentures.

• No annual maximum, no deductible
• See any dentist you want – including your own
• Over 50? Coverage as low as $1 per day

AW19-1034

*Individual Plan. Coverage not available in all states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/ certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. 
This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: 
P150OK; TN: P150TN)
6197

Call now to get this FREE Information Kit

1-855-496-9612     dental50plus.com/grtrtulsa

Cancer Treatment Centers of America 
Names Dana Haynie President in Tulsa

Dana Haynie has been named 
president of  Cancer Treatment 
Centers of America (CTCA) in 
Tulsa. 

In her role, Haynie leads a di-
verse team of medical experts, cli-
nicians, physicians and other tal-
ented professionals to help CTCA 
Tulsa meet the individual needs of 
patients facing cancer. Prior to her 
role as President, Haynie served 
as the hospital’s vice president of 
growth and patient experience. 

In her role as VP, she had over-

sight of communications, external 
affairs, physician relations, Ad-
vertising, employer relations, key 
market development, community 
outreach, loyalty, guest services 
and patient experience.  

Haynie’s leadership has created 
integration across these disciplines 
and meaningful communication 
of the clinical innovations found 
at the Tulsa location, while also 
leading considerable growth in the 
region. In 2017, she was named to 
a list of “rising star” health care 

leaders by national hospital busi-
ness news and analysis publica-
tion Becker’s Hospital Review. In 
2016, she was also recognized as 
one of Oklahoma Magazine’s an-
nual 40 under 40 in the state. 

Haynie holds a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in business and mar-
keting from Oklahoma State Uni-
versity.  She is passionate about 
her local community  and serves 
on several organization boards, 
including the American Heart As-
sociation, Emergency Infant Ser-

vices and Jenks Public Schools 
Foundation. She also serves on the 
Tulsa Area United Way Women 
United Steering Committee and 
is a graduate of Leadership Tulsa 
Class 55. 

In addition, Haynie is an ac-
tive member of her local church 
and a volunteer for her area pub-
lic school. She and her husband, 
Ryan, are the parents of two sons. 

For more information on CTCA 
Tulsa, visit cancercenter.com/lo-
cations/tulsa. 

Parkside Opens New Psychiatric Hospital
Facility Features 80
Single-Occupancy
Patient Rooms for

Children and Adults

GTR Media Group photo

STATE OF THE ART:  The new Parkside Psychiatric Hospital has opened at 1239 S. Trenton Ave. in Tulsa.  
It is immediately south of the Hillcrest Medical Center and Oklahoma Heart Institute.  

DANA HAYNIE
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Memorial Park Cemetery 
Hosts Ceremony for
Wreaths Across America  

Memorial Park 
Cemetery, an offi-
cial Wreaths Across 
America (WAA) 
location,  hosted a 
wreath-laying cer-
emony in Decem-
ber, joining more 
than 1,600 other 
locations across 
the country for 
National Wreaths 
Across America 
Day. Coordinated 
and led by local 
volunteers, fund-
raising groups have 
raised $6,420 to 
place 428 wreaths 
on the headstones 
of our fallen service 
members at Memo-
rial Park Cemetery. 
The hopes are for 
one day being able 
to place a wreath 
on every fallen 
service member’s 
grave at Memori-
al Park Cemetery 
from the growing 
community support 
each year. This an-
nual event seeks to 
further the WAA 
mission of Remem-
ber, Honor, Teach, 
ensuring that the 
memory of those 
who served our 
country endures.

 Attending the event were Veterans, ac-
tive service members and families in addi-

tion to Kevin Hern, 
U.S. Representa-
tive; Cory Box, 
Jenks City Council-
or;  Kevin McDu-
gle, Oklahoma State 
Representative; Joe 
Newhouse, Oklaho-
ma State Senator; 
Michael Spurgeon, 
Broken Arrow City 
Manager; Jeremy 
Roberts, Broken Ar-
row Battalion Fire 
Chief.

Wreaths Across 
America is a 501(c)
(3) nonprofit or-
ganization found-
ed to continue and 
expand the annual 
wreath-laying cer-
emony at Arlington 
National Cemetery 
begun by Maine 
businessman Mor-
rill Worcester in 
1992. The organi-
zation’s mission – 
Remember, Honor, 
Teach – is carried 
out in part each year 
by coordinating 
wreath-laying cer-
emonies in Decem-
ber at Arlington, 
as well as at more 
than 1,600 veterans’ 
cemeteries and oth-
er locations in all 50 

states and overseas.
Memorial Park Cemetery Chapel is locat-

ed at 5111 S. Memorial Dr. in Tulsa.

Photo by SM Tamara Shannon, Oklahoma Wing  

IN REMEBRANCE:  Oklahoma Wing 
Civil Air Patrol Riverside Flight Ca-
det Airman First Class Chloe Shannon 
salutes a veteran’s grave at Memorial 
Park Cemetery during the 2019 Wreaths 
Across America wreath laying ceremony. 
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EDUCATION

Our Commitment. Your Success.

The Safety Circus, Louie the Lightning Bug 
Coming to Various Schools in Greater Tulsa

Step right up, folks, it’s the one 
and only, ultimate safety extrav-
aganza and it’s coming soon to 
elementary schools, in greater 
Tulsa. 

The Safety Circus, featuring 
Louie the Lightning Bug, will be 
presenting its safety show to hun-
dreds of elementary school stu-
dents across the Tulsa metro and 
surrounding communities. Nearly 
50 Safety Circus presentations are 
on the schedule between Jan. 27 
and Feb. 14.

Louie will be accompanied on 
the tour by his friends from the 
National Theatre for Children, 
which has nearly 40 years of expe-
rience delivering award-winning 
educational programs to students 
across the globe.

The Safety Circus teaches chil-
dren how to use electricity safe-
ly, as well as how to identify and 
avoid possible safety hazards.

“The content of this program is 
essential to safety education,” said 
Whitney Emerick, PSO communi-
cations director.  “This interactive 
show gives kids information in a 
way they will remember, and its 
practical use could actually save 
their life.”

  The shows are scheduled for the 
following locations and times:

Jan. 27 – Mitchell Elementary 
School (Tulsa), 9 a.m. 

Jan. 27 – Owen Elementary 
School (Tulsa), 1 p.m., 1:40 
p.m.

Jan. 28 – Hoover Elementary 

School (Tulsa), 7:45 a.m., 8:15 
a.m.

Jan. 28 – Heritage Intermediate 
Grade Center (Coweta), 2:10 
p.m.

Jan. 29 – Deborah Brown Com-
munity School (Tulsa), 9 a.m.

Jan. 29 – Springdale Elementary 
School (Tulsa), 1 p.m., 1:45 
p.m.

Jan. 30 – Bell Elementary 
School (Tulsa), 9 a.m., 10 a.m.

Jan. 30 – Hamilton Elementary 
School (Tulsa), 1 p.m., 1:40 
p.m.

Jan. 31 – Andersen Elementary 
School (Tulsa), 8:30 a.m.

Jan. 31 – Grimes Elementary 
School (Tulsa), 1:50 p.m.

Feb. 3 – Dolores Huerta Elemen-
tary School (Tulsa), 8:45 a.m., 
9:30 a.m.

Feb. 3 – All Saints Catholic 
School (Broken Arrow), 1:30 
p.m.

Feb. 4 – Marquette School (Tul-
sa), 9 a.m.

Feb. 4 – Country Lane Primary 
School (Broken Arrow),1:30 
p.m., 2:15 p.m., 3 p.m.

Feb. 5 – Key Elementary School 
(Tulsa), 9 a.m.

Feb. 5 – Council Oak Elementa-
ry School (Tulsa), 1 p.m., 1:30 
p.m

Feb. 6 – Hawthorne Elementary 
School (Tulsa), 8:30 a.m.

Feb. 6 – Tulsa SALT Home 
School Co-Op (Sand Springs), 
10:05 a.m.

Feb. 6 – Zarrow International 
School (Tulsa), 1:30 p.m., 2:15 
p.m.

Feb. 7 – Inola Elementary 
School (Inola), 8 a.m., 9:15 
a.m.

Feb. 7 – Emerson Elementary 
School (Tulsa), 1 p.m.

Feb. 10 – Garfield Elementary 
School (Sand Springs), 8:15 

a.m., 8:50 a.m.
Feb. 10 – Academy Central Ele-

mentary School (Tulsa), 1 p.m.
Feb. 11 – Oologah Lower 

Elementary School (Oologah), 
9:45 a.m., 10:40 a.m.

Feb. 11 – Sequoyah Elementary 
School (Tulsa), 1 p.m., 1:45 
p.m.

Feb. 12 – Peary Elementary 
School (Tulsa), 8:30 a.m., 9 
a.m.

Feb. 12 – Limestone Technology 
Academy (Sand Springs), 1:40 
p.m.

Feb. 13 – West Elementary 
School (Jenks), 9 a.m., 9:40 
a.m.

Feb. 13 – Allen Bowden Elemen-
tary School (Tulsa), 1:30 p.m.

Feb. 14 – MacArthur Elementary 
School (Tulsa), 8:15 a.m.

Feb. 14 – McKinley Elementary 
School (Tulsa), 12 p.m., 12:30 
p.m.

LOUIE THE LIGHTNING BUG



Teamwork is defined as “the 
combined action of a group of 
people, especial-
ly when effective 
and efficient.” 
One example of 
the teamwork 
Tulsa Tech teach-
es our students 
is the holiday 
float project at 
the Sand Springs 
campus.

Each year pro-
grams on the 
campus come to-
gether to create a 
float for the Sand 
Springs Festival 
of Lights Christ-
mas Parade. The 
annual event 
gives students 
and instructors a 
chance to have 
fun and utilize 
their creativity, 
all while teaching 
students the skills 
they need in the 
workforce.

“Mr. (Casey) Chesser teaches us 
that we have to measure twice and 
cut once,” Mandy Miller, an adult 
Carpentry student said. “Doing 
that means we don’t mess up on 
the cut because it has to be exact.”

The attention to detail is critical 
on the project. With more than one 
program taking part, any slight 
measurements or cuts being off 
can impact the work that other stu-
dents are putting into the project.

“We had to make sure all of the 
measurements were right because 
Production Printing is going to 

be wrapping the house. So our 
measurements have to match up,” 

Miller said.
“We all work to-

gether as a team, 
just like working 
on a job site,” 
Brayden Cum-
mings, a high 
school carpentry 
student, added. 
“You don’t want 
to put your partner 
behind on their job 
so we all work to-
gether.”

Looking at the 
gingerbread house 
float you can see 
the tremendous 
effort put forth by 
our students; the 
walls squared off, 
the roof at the cor-
rect pitch and each 
wall true. The 
skills needed for 
this project trans-
fer straight from 
the classroom to 

the growing carpentry profession. 
Recent data from the U.S. Bureau 
of Labor Statistics shows carpen-
try is growing at about eight per-
cent, which is double the average 
rate. On average, a carpenter in the 
Tulsa area earns about $45,000 a 
year.

But carpentry is only half of 
this job, students in the Produc-
tion Printing program will cover 
the plywood to make it look like 
a gingerbread house, and how fast 
it comes together even surprises 
some of the students.

“I just can’t believe what we are 

able to accomplish (pointing to the 
house) in such a short amount of 
time,” Jeff Petersen, an adult stu-
dent in the Production Printing 
program said with a smile. “Our 
program started on this at 8:30 
yesterday morning and we have 
printed over 100 feet of material.”

It is quite an accomplishment to 
create all of the visuals for the gin-
gerbread house. But while it was a 
challenge, students were exposed 
to important topics including time 
management, meeting deadlines 
and overcoming fear.

“To be able to do this, be under a 
time crunch and conquer some of 
my personal fears is a huge deal 
for me,” Petersen said.

The float is also a point of pride 
for each person involved in the 
project. When it travelled down 
the streets of Sand Springs last 
month, students were able to say 
with pride that they helped build 
it. For those involved, it was not 
just the pride of taking part, but the 
teamwork it took to build.

“This is Tulsa Tech coming to-
gether as one team,” Miller said. 
“We built this float together so it 
can bring joy to everybody watch-
ing the parade.” 

“Everybody is like family, from 
the day I walked into Tulsa Tech, 
I knew this was where I was going 
to come,” Petersen added with a 
smile.

More than just the smiles, the 
float is a physical reminder of the 
skills Tulsa Tech is teaching each 
and every student, allowing them 
to Make Their Own Path toward 
their career. 

If you are currently looking for 
exciting classes for high school 

and adult students, quality corpo-
rate training, or a challenging new 
career, Tulsa Tech invites you to 

visit today. For more information, 
call 918-828-5000 or visit tulsat-
ech.edu.
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News From
Tulsa Tech

By DR. STEVE TIGER
Superintendent

LEARN MORE AT 
LinkedDegree.com

Tulsa Community College and Oklahoma State University 
introduce Linked Degree, a new initiative that will provide 
a cohesive four-year public university experience in Tulsa. 

Linked Degree is an innovative, adaptable and responsive university 
concept unlike anything currently available in Oklahoma. 

It creates a structure that connects students from the first day of 
classes at TCC, through earning an associate degree, to walking 

across the stage with a bachelor’s degree from OSU.
 

LINKED DEGREE LAUNCHES IN SPRING 2020 AND REPRESENTS A 
NEW VISION OF WHAT HIGHER EDUCATION CAN BE.

T R A I N  F O R  A  C A R E E R  
I N  H E A L T H C A R E

Broken Arrow Campus 
4000 W. Florence St.

Lemley Memorial Campus 
3420 S. Memorial Dr.

Owasso Campus 
10800 N. 140 E. Ave.

Peoria Campus 
3850 N. Peoria Ave.

Riverside Campus 
801 E. 91st St.

Sand Springs Campus 
924 E. Charles Page Blvd.

(918) 828-5000
info@tulsatech.edu

Prepare for your future and learn the skills to achieve your goals. Apply online  

at tulsatech.edu/apply or for more information, call (918) 828-5000.

» Over 90 Career Majors     » State-of-the-Art Classes & Labs      
» No Tuition for H.S. Students     » Affordable Tuition for Adults

AT TULSA TECH,  WE 
HELP STUDENTS GET  

ON THE PATH TO A 
SUCCESSFUL CAREER

Holiday Project Shows the Ultimate Teamwork

Photo by Vanessa Aziere/Tulsa Tech 

PARADE FLOAT: Carpentry instructor Casey Chesser works with 
carpentry student Mandy Miller and production printing student Jeff 
Petersen to decorate a float featuring a gingerbread house for the Sand 
Springs Festival of Lights Christmas Parade.

Carpentry, Production Printing Students 
Collaborate on Festival of Lights Entry 
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Union Public Schools began 
demolition on the west side of the 
Union Tuttle stadium on Jan. 9.  
The stadium was originally built in 
1976. The project is in preparation 
for the construction of a new $42 
million stadium and fine arts facil-
ity, which also includes significant 
renovations in the high school. 
The new stadium complex will 
include improved accessibility on 
the “home” side, including rede-
signed concessions and restroom 
facilities, as well as the creation 
of a new fine arts addition at the 
north end zone of the football field 
to serve the Union Renegade Reg-
iment Marching Band.

Teardown of the stadium’s west 
side will take six to eight weeks. 
The new stadium is expected to 
open in 2021, followed by the fine 
arts addition in 2022. 

In attendance were Superinten-
dent Dr. Kirt Hartzler; Associate 
Superintendent Charlie Bushy-
head, who is leading construction 
of the new facility; Dr. Wesley 
Jarman (superintendent from 
1975-1990), who oversaw the 
construction of the original stadi-
um; and Gil Cloud, who formerly 
served as athletic director.

“Union Tuttle Stadium has 
served us well for 43 years, but 
it’s time that we make improve-
ments to better serve all of our 
students and patrons,” said Su-
perintendent Hartzler. “We will 
make it up to our fans in the 2021 
season, when we host more home 
games in a new stadium. It will 
definitely be worth the wait, as 

the fan experience will be greatly 
enhanced.” 

Union plans to host three or 
more football games next fall. 
Spectators will be temporarily 
reassigned to the east and north 
bleachers for the 2020 season.

Other additions include a new 
wrestling practice area, an expand-
ed weight room, and locker room, 
as well as a new press box. The 
final phase of the project will in-
clude high school interior renova-
tions providing new spaces for the 
arts, volleyball and spirit groups. 

In the last two years alone, 
Union Tuttle Stadium has hosted 
866 events. Union’s first varsity 
football game in the old stadium 
took place on Sept. 24, 1976.

Demolition of Union Tuttle Stadium Underway
44-Year-Old

Structure Will Be 
Replaced With 

$42 Million Facility

Courtesy Union Public Schools

WORKING FOR THE FUTURE:  Demolition of the west side of 
Union Tuttle Stadium got underway Jan 9.  Originally built in 1976, the 
new stadium complex will include improved accessibility on the “home” 
side, including redesigned concessions and restroom facilities, as well 
as the creation of a new fine arts addition at the north end zone of the 
football field to serve the Union Renegade Regiment Marching Band.

Courtesy Union Public Schools

UNION LEADERSHIP:  Attending the demolition event are, from left, 
Gil Cloud (former Union athletic director in 1976 when Tuttle Stadium 
was first built), former Superintendent Dr. Wesley Jarman and Superin-
tendent Dr. Kirt Hartzler.

Courtesy Union Public Schools

EMPTY SECTION:  This close-up shows the first phase of the demoli-
tion project as an entire section is removed.  
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OWASSO SPORTS
Rams Baseball Sends Two Players to D-1 Universities

By MIKE MOGUIN
GTR Sports Writer

Owasso will be sending more 
baseball players to the college 
ranks this summer after gradua-
tion. 

Two of those athletes who are 
headed to the Division-I ranks: 
Nate Wohlgemuth to the Univer-
sity of Arkansas and Jack Ham-
mond to the University of Kan-
sas.

Wohlgemuth, a pitcher and an 
outfielder, said there were three 
things on his list he wanted to 
have in choosing his collegiate 
destination. “That was the envi-
ronment, does it feel like home? 
The coaches, am I going to get 
better? And the facilities, can I 
get better by putting time in by 
myself in hitting and throwing 
pins? Do they have the type of fa-
cilities that would get me better,” 
Wohlmeguth said.

Wohlgemuth chose Arkansas 
over TCU, OU and Vanderbilt. He 
believes Razorback coaches prob-
ably saw a hard-working baseball 
player with good attributes on the 
mound, in the outfield and at the 
plate.

Hammond, a second baseman, 
felt like he fit right in when he 
visited Kansas. 

“When I got there, I was wel-
comed with open arms by all the 
coaches and players,” he said. 
“They just kind of felt like I’d 
been there for many years before. 

They all talked to me like I was a 
part of the team. I talked to some 
people around the community and 
they all love it. It’s a big sports 
school and the campus is super 
nice. 

“I met a bunch of the players 
and hung out with them on my 
visits. All really cool guys,” Ham-
mond said. 

“My whole family is from Kan-
sas, so that helped a little bit,” he 
added.

He chose KU over the Universi-
ty of Oklahoma, Oklahoma State 
University, Missouri State Uni-
versity and Kansas State Univer-
sity. 

Hammond said that Jayhawk 
coaches told him he had an edge. 

“They said I was a differ-
ence-maker on the field,” he said. 
“I’m like the first guy talking, 
letting everybody know what’s 
going on and that I play with a 
toughness that is getting harder 
to find, and that mainly comes 
from wrestling because you have 
to be mentally tough. Winning is 
just everything to me, so I’ll do 
whatever I have to do to help the 
team win. I’m super competitive. 
I think they just saw that in me.”

While both players are excited 
about their Division-I futures, 
Wohlgemuth and Hammond are 
hoping to bring home a champi-
onship to Owasso after early exits 
from the state tournament in re-
cent years.  

“I think not letting the game get 

bigger than it is will be import-
ant,” Wohlgemuth said. “Some-
times we get in there and get 
away from what we know as best 
and that is playing fundamen-
tally sound baseball. We make 
too many mistakes when we get 
to the first round, but I think we 
have a mature team this year. 

We’re going to have a lot of se-
niors on the field and I think, just 
with the maturity, it will help us 
get to the first round.” 

“That’s the whole reason why 
I came over here because of all 
the history that they’ve (Owasso) 
had,” Hammond said. “I think it’s 
the same with Nate and me. We 

just want to leave our mark on the 
team and bring a title home. We 
don’t care about all the individual 
things we accomplish. It’s great, 
but our main goal is to win the ti-
tle. Nobody will remember you if 
you lose. We want to be remem-
bered for being good leaders and 
bringing home the title.”

JAYHAWK: Second baseman Jack Hammond, pic-
tured here at bat in a game for Owasso, has signed 
with the University of Kansas. 

Nate Wohlgemuth and Jack Hammond 
Hope to Leave Owasso 

With a State Championship

RAZORBACK: Owasso pitcher Nate Wohlgemuth 
has signed to play college baseball at the University 
of Arkansas
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SPORTS
Tulsa Figure Skating Club Sports a Rich History
By GLENN HIBDON
GTR Sports Writer

 
It was Black Friday and doz-

ens of enthusiasts were enjoying 
a public session at the Oilers Ice 
Center, skating in circles, doing 
spins and racing from one end of 
the rink to the other. Along came 
a little girl wearing a smile and a 
shirt bearing the inscription “Icing 
Isn’t Just for Cupcakes.’’

In their own way, the skaters 
were loud and proud, many of 
them members of the Tulsa Figure 
Skating Club. The organization, 
the fourth oldest such group in the 
United States, celebrated its 80th 
anniversary in 2018, almost in an-
onymity.   

It can’t match football or base-
ball or even hockey in popular-
ity, enjoying a cult like status in 
Oklahoma, but Tulsa’s club has a 
rich history that features Olympic 
champions and provides fun and 
recreation for those age five to 
60. With more than 100 members, 
club Vice President Robert Baker 

wants to spread the figure skating 
gospel while planning for a rise in 
figures on the ice.

“The first thing you need is a 
love and passion for skating. After 
that it takes a lot of determination 
and hard work,’’ said Baker, who’s 
in the oil and gas distribution busi-
ness during his free time. “You 
need to be willing to get out on the 
ice two or three hours a day. It’s a 
challenging sport.’’

Baker, a coach and mentor, has 
discovered skating and club mem-
bership can be for anyone who 
has the desire to put on a pair of 
blades. Sometimes all it takes is 
courage.    

“I have a student who is se-
verely autistic. He’s 15 and very 
smart,’’ Baker said. “He saw skat-
ing on TV and decided he wanted 
to give it a shot. I skate around 
with him for 30 minute lessons 
and he enjoys it. It helps in his 
balance, muscle development and 
coordination. I enjoy my time 
with him.’’

Some young skaters have a com-

petitive fire burning inside them. 
Mollie Ekaitis, a 10-year-old 
fourth grader at Jenks Southeast 
Elementary, has only been skating 
for two years, but was encouraged 
to try after seeing the Olympic 
Games on television.

McKayla Brooks, 13, came to 
the ice naturally. Her father is a 
hockey referee who took her to a 
public skating session.

  “I started when I was nine and 
now it takes all the stress away 
from my schoolwork,’’ she said. 
“My goal is to make the nationals 
and pass my field moves by the 
time I’m 15. After nationals I want 
to be a coach and help younger 
kids.’’

To help his daughter achieve 
those dreams, Daniel and Marissa 
Brooks, McKayla’s parents, have 
dedicated themselves to her suc-
cess. They spend up to $1,500 a 
month taking her to practice, pri-
vate tutoring, buying equipment 
and paying ice rental and travel 
expenses.

“I’m proud of her,’’ said Daniel 
Brook. “What I like most about 
the sport is it’s something we can 
do together. You have to be serious 
about it because you can shell out 
a lot of money and she wakes me 
up every morning at 5:45 (to take 
her to practice). She spends two 
hours before school and two hours 
after school.’’       

Baker said for those who are 
not as serious as McKayla, club 
participation can start from $100 
to $135 a year for kids and their 
parents. Different packages are 
available for collegians and oth-
ers. Information can be obtained at 
tulsafsc.com.

The club travels to competitions 
in Oklahoma City, St. Joseph, 

Mo., Wichita, Dallas and Arkan-
sas. The team’s five-state region 
includes, Texas, Kansas, Missouri 
and Arkansas along with Oklaho-
ma. Tulsa features the Ink Rink 
Learn to Skate event and then 
Skate Tulsa on Feb. 29, 2020. The 
aim ultimately is to qualify for 
events like the regionals and then 
up to the nationals, worlds and 
Olympics. 

Newcomers will start at the 
Learn to Skate level and can pro-
gress through the Senior Level. 
Experience and talent, not age, 
determines which skaters are in 
which level.   The Tulsa Figure 
Skating Club has been turning out 
champions since 1938. Publiciz-
ing itself though social media and 
the Learn to Skate program.

Olympic years usually see an 
increase in those wanting to com-
pete. Baker said with the nationals 
and world championships coming 
up, there should be an increase 
in interest next year. The TFSC 
was world famous in years gone 
by. David Wilkinson Jenkins won 
the Olympic men’s freestyle gold 
medal in 1960, three world and 
four U.S. titles and became the 
first man to land a triple axel in a 
1957 exhibition.

Will Smith, a current judge, cap-
tured first at the national champi-
onships novice men’s freestyle in 
1969 and placed third in junior 
men when Tulsa played host to 
the U.S. Figure Skating Champi-
onships in 1970.   The TFSC has 
sent three women to the nationals, 
including current performer Jin 
Wilson (three times), Kathy Gib-
son and Angie Simants.

While male members of the club 
have achieved glory in the past, 
the current crop of men are few 

and far between.   One aspiring 
young man is 14-year-old Cole 
Makin, home schooled through the 
Epic Charter program.

  “We had a youth church group 
that skated one night and he came 
and skated,’’ said David Makin, 
Cole’s father. “For three weeks he 
asked me if he could come back 
and I took him one more time. He 
seems to be a natural. He tried soc-
cer and basketball, but he wanted 
to learn to skate.

“He loves the challenge and en-
joys doing something he can do 
and excels at. Few boys do it so 
he’s in high demand. He’s been 
to several competitions and hasn’t 
lost yet. I don’t know why more 
boys aren’t involved. You get to 
hang out with all the young ladies 
and you can earn a college schol-
arship.’’

The elder Makin said his son is 
looking at Case University in Ohio 
for its dental school and skating 
program. If Cole does land a ride, 
it would be another feather in the 
cap of the TFSC.

“It is a predominantly female 
sport, but it’s not meant that way.’’ 
said Baker, who was an alternate 
twice to the nationals and won sec-
tionals in novice dance pairs. “We 
would love to have more men and 
boys. It’s a physically demand-
ing sport because you do rotat-
ing jumps and it’s as challenging 
as skating with a hockey puck or 
stick. Not a challenging sport? 
Don’t knock it until you’ve tried 
it’’    

While figure skaters may not suf-
fer the missing teeth and broken 
bones of some hockey players, 
can Connor McDavid or Sydney 
Crosby turn and a triple axel? Not 
likely.

Hailee Bollington’s Photography

CHRISTMAS ON ICE: The Tulsa Figure Skating Club, which recently celebrated its 80th anniversary, pose 
for a group photo following its Christmas show on Dec. 14 at the BOK Center.
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Tulsa Public Schools to Honor 13
Into the Class of 2020 Hall of Fame
By TERRELL LESTER
Editor at Large

 A total of 13 new names will be 
etched into the pages of Tulsa’s 
high school history book on Janu-
ary 30.

 The eighth class of Tulsa Public 
Schools Athletics Hall of Fame will 
be honored during a banquet at the 
DoubleTree Tulsa at Warren Place.

 All nine TPS public schools are 
represented in the Class of 2020, 
announced earlier this month by 
Gil Cloud, TPS director of athlet-
ics.

 “The class is an interesting, di-
verse group,” he said, pointing out 
that professional careers of hon-
orees range from auto racing and 
coaching to international basketball 
stardom and internet startup.

 One honoree, Joe Shoulders, will 
be inducted posthumously. 

 The Hall of Fame ceremony will 
be held at DoubleTree Tulsa at 
Warren Place at 6:30 p.m., Thurs-
day, Jan. 30. Tickets are $100 per 
plate, $1,000 per table. Reserva-
tions can be made through Lisa 
Norman, TPS Athletics Depart-
ment, 918.746.6453.

 The honorees:
 Jim Benien, Central, 1968. Won 

nine varsity letters in football, bas-
ketball, track and tennis. Became 
widely known for racquetball suc-
cess in 1970s. Developed Tulsa’s 
first private racquetball clubs, Jim 
Benien Courts, and launched All 
American Fitness and Racquetball 
Center.

 Lisa Barry Berg, Edison, 1974. 
Dominated youth tennis circuit be-
fore even reaching Edison, earning 
top five Missouri Valley rankings in 

the 1960s. Women’s coach at Oral 
Roberts University (1979-81). Ten-
nis director at Rafael Racquet Club 
in San Rafael, California, since 
1989.

 Ebi Ere, McLain, 1999. All-State 
Basketball co-Player of the Year in 
1999, helped lead University of 
Oklahoma to Final Four in 2002. 

Performed at all-league levels in 
Australia, Italy, Spain, France and 
Uruguay since 2003. In 2006 and 
2009, was member of Nigerian na-
tional team. 

 Emmett Hahn, Webster, 1958. 
Competed in swimming and foot-
ball at Webster but better known in 
car racing. Won five season titles 
during 1970s driving stock cars at 
Tulsa Speedway. Co-founder in 
1987 and promoter of Chili Bowl 
Nationals in Tulsa. Also founded 
American Sprint Car Series.

 Wally Knapp, Rogers, 1949. 
All-State baseball player at Rog-
ers, coached Webster to 1958 and 
1959 baseball state championships. 
Moved to Hale when school opened 

in 1959 as head baseball coach 
(nine years), golf coach (12 years), 
basketball coach (11 years) and di-
rector of athletics (five years).

 Lawrence Lane, Central, 1966. 
Since 1971 known as “The Voice 
of the Hornets” as public address 
announcer at S.E. Williams Stadi-
um. Playing basketball for Eddie 
Sutton, became known as “Night 
Train.” During 38 years in educa-
tion, served as president of Union 
Classroom Teachers Association.

Jim Linn, Hale, 1964. All-City 
in baseball, basketball and foot-
ball. All-State quarterback led team 
to state runner-up finish in 1963. 
Played on winning Orange Bowl 
team (1968) at Oklahoma.  Earned 
juris doctor degree at OU, spent 28 
years in oil and gas contract drilling 
industry with Parker Drilling.

 Emmit J. McHenry, Washing-
ton, 1962. Collected 12 varsity 
letters in football, wrestling and 
tennis. Has been an integral partner 
in founding numerous companies, 
foremost being Network Solutions, 

the internet domain services pro-
vider. Wrote the first .com code for 
the internet as we know it today.

 Vincent Orange, Webster, 1977. 
Winner of nine varsity letters in 
football, basketball and track. All-
State running back, All-City Back 
of the Year in 1976. Played three 
seasons at Oklahoma State Univer-
sity. An ordained minister, also has 
more than 25 years of global expe-
rience as manufacturing and opera-
tions executive.

 Jason Parker, Memorial, 2000. 
Memorial’s all-time scoring leader 
and basketball All-Stater. Played 
in 133 career games for University 
of Tulsa, five professional seasons 
in Italy, Greece, Russia. Director 
of Athletics for Monte Cassino 
School (2013-15) and Sapulpa 
Public Schools (2015-19) and cur-
rently in Muskogee.

 Jim Shields, Coach. Califor-
nia native coached East Central to  
wrestling state championship in 
1977 and Bishop Kelley in 1985. 
Has been assistant coach at Edison 

since 2015. Won Big Eight Confer-
ence title at Oklahoma State at 177 
pounds in 1971. Member of Okla-
homa Wrestling Hall of Fame.

Joe Shoulders, East Central, 
1943. Was assistant basketball 
coach at McLain when school 
opened in 1959. Elevated to head 
coach in 1962. Was director of ath-
letics and chair of math department. 
Member of Oklahoma Coaches As-
sociation and Oklahoma Basketball 
Coaches Association halls of fame. 
Died in April 2014. 

Bobby Jack Stuart, Rogers, 
1944. State sprint gold medalist in 
100 and 200 as senior, then played 
on TU’s 1945 Orange Bowl cham-
pionship football team. Drafted into 
Army and appointed to West Point, 
played on Army’s 1945 national 
championship team. All-Ameri-
can at Army 1948. Drafted by two 
NFL teams, Los Angeles in 1948 
and Cleveland in 1949, but instead 
served in Air Force for seven years. 
Chairman of the Board of J.D. 
Young Company.

JIM LINN VINCENT ORANGE LISA BARRY BIRD JOHN BENIEN

MABEECENTER.COM/ORUBASKETBALL1920
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By MIKE MOGUIN
GTR Sports Writer

 

Two Tulsa area private schools – Metro 
Christian and Lincoln Christian won state 
championship football titles in their respec-
tive classes this past season. 

Metro was crowned for the first time ever 
on the gridiron after it defeated Vian 42-
34 in the Class 2A title game on Dec. 14 at 
Wantland Stadium in Edmond, 

“For years, we’ve had success, but to reach 
the pinnacle and to finally win one is huge,” 
Metro coach Jared McCoy said. “Our kids 
have really been blessed by the outpouring 
of accolades and appreciation for what this 
team has done for our community.”

The Patriots, who finished unbeaten at 15-
0, totaled 444 yards of offense with quarter-
back Asher Link accounting for 91 percent 
of it. He passed for three touchdowns and 
271 yards on 26-of-32 attempts and rushed 
for 135 yards on 24 carries. 

“He did it both with his arms and his legs 
that night, really like he’s done all year,” 
McCoy said.

Link’s top receivers were Carson Callo-
way (eight catches for 80 yards and one TD) 
and Aidan Currivean (six receptions for 158 
yards and two TDs).

“This is a blast. We were really going for 
the gold ball. It’s just a blast doing it with 
my teammates,” Link said. “I owe it all to 
them. We worked as a team. We worked re-
ally hard.”

Currivean caught the first TD from Link, a 
36-yarder, that gave the Patriots an 8-0 lead 
with 4:28 left in the opening quarter. 

“I saw the ball go up and I decided to go 
for it,” Currivean said.

The Metro defense also forced four turn-
overs -- two fumbles and two interceptions, 
including one by Link.

Metro took a 15-0 lead in the first half but 
found itself down twice in the second half 
before going on a three-TD run with Link 
scoring on runs of four, 10 and 65 yards. 

The Patriots led 42-28 with 3:48 left in the 
game. 

“The o-line blocked for me all night,” Link 
said. “They kind of blew us up at the end of 
the first half, but we made adjustments and 
got it done in the second half.”

Vian scored once more before Metro put 
it away with the recovery of an onside kick 
with under two minutes left.

One week earlier, Lincoln was crowned 
the Class 3A state champion as it dominated 
Plainview, 42-21, on the same field. 

It was the second state title in school histo-
ry for Lincoln. It last won in 2009. 

What was also special was that the pro-
gram under father-son duo of coach Jerry 
Ricke and quarterback Chase Ricke. 

“It was really special, especially doing it 
with my dad,” said Chase, a senior. “Be-
cause as a coach, this was his first one and 
to be a part of it is a special feeling.”

Lincoln, who also finished unbeaten with 
14 wins, got out to a 14-0 lead to start the 
game. The Bulldogs later built up a 35-14 
advantage in the third quarter before Plain-
view took a kickoff back for a score. The 
Indians were knocking on the door in an 
attempt to draw within one TD before ju-
nior defensive back Kolbe Katsis made an 
interception.

“The first drive, whenever the defense 
got that first stop, it was really big,” Chase 
Ricke said. “You get a really good feeling 
as an offense going in knowing that the de-
fense got a stop and you’re about to go in 
and score, because we scored on the first 
drive of every game we had this year and so 
we knew we were going to go up 7-0.

“Then, it was near the end of the game 
whenever Kolbe (Katsis) picked it off at the 
four-yard line, then we drove and took off 
six or seven minutes of the game and score 
and it put us up by 21. Those were probably 
the biggest keys of the game,” the younger 
Ricke added.

The Bulldogs responded with a long drive 
that led to a clinching 4-yard TD run by 
Chase Ricke with 2:59 left in the game. That 
was the moment Lincoln Christian felt like 
they had it in the bag. 

“It was a special year,” coach Jerry Ricke 
said. “I got to do this with my son. I coached 
his class since they were in third grade. We 

had a relationship with a lot of the kids that 
was rooted in a lot of hard work. We really 
enjoyed being around each other and that 
made the whole fact that we’ve won it this 
year very special.”

The younger Ricke threw two TDs for 242 
yards on 18-of-21 attempts. Katisis was his 
leading receiver with one TD on 13 catch-
es for 134 yards. Senior running back Josh 
Kaste rushed for 146 yards on 28 carries and 
had three TDs.
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Metro Christian, Lincoln Christian Celebrate
Oklahoma State Championship Football Titles

LINCOLN CHRISTIAN:  CLASS 3A CHAMPIONS

METRO CHRISTIAN:  CLASS 2A CHAMPIONS

HARRY LENTZ for GTR Media Group

HONOR ROLL EFFORT:    Uni-
versity of Tulsa junior forward Jeriah 
Horne  was named to the American 
Athletic Conference’s weekly honor 
roll for the second time in three weeks 
after his performance in Tulsa’s con-
ference opener against Temple Jan. 3.

In the first game of the new year, 
Horne scored a game-high 23 points 
in 34 minutes. He shot 7-of-16 from 
the field for 43.8 percent and 4-of-10 
from 3-point range for 40 percent. 
Horne added a game-high 7 rebounds, 
2 assists and added a block and steal 
leading Tulsa to a 70-44 victory.

Courtesy photo

Courtesy photo
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President Teddy Roosevelt and the OSSAA

By GRANT ROWL
Contributing Writer

The 2019 Oklahoma high school 
6AI football championship games 
drew some consternation among 
fans of Owasso and Jenks who had 
to travel to Edmond on Dec. 7 to 
see them. Traditionally, the Okla-

homa finals would be played in lo-
cations nearer to the championship 
teams.  

Mike Brown of the Tulsa World 
addressed the issue in a Dec. 21, 
2019 article when he wrote, “The 
Oklahoma Football Coaches As-
sociation started lobbying the 
OSSAA (Oklahoma Secondary 

School Athletic Association) to 
centralize the championships three 
years ago.  The coaches wanted 
something similar to the Texas 
model, where 12 title games are 
being played over four days in the 
Dallas Cowboys’ AT&T Stadium 
in Arlington.”  

Brown added, “Just six days af-
ter the Dec. 7 game, State Senator 
J.J. Dossett, D-Sperry, filed leg-
islation that would give responsi-
bility to competing schools – and 
not the OSSAA – for determining 
championship sites.”

Moving the championship games 
to central Oklahoma is anoth-
er loss for the eastern part of the 
state, known before statehood as 
Indian Territory 

Oklahoma received its statehood 
in 1907 when President Theodore 
Roosevelt signed the statehood 
proclamation.  Before statehood, 
what is now the state of Oklaho-
ma was to be two states made up 
of Oklahoma Territory to the west 
and Indian Territory to the east.  
Today, Oklahoma City is in what 
was Oklahoma Territory and Tulsa 
is in what was Indian Territory.

In explaining the formation 
of statehood, Linda Wilson of 
the Oklahoma Historical Soci-
ety writes, “Several events in 

the 1890s brought I.T. closer to 
statehood. In 1893 the Indian 
Appropriation Bill called for the 
Dawes Commission to meet with 
the Five Tribes to start the allot-
ment process. Through the Atoka 
Agreement, ratified in 1897, the 
Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations 
agreed to take their lands in sever-
alty. In 1898, Congress passed the 
Curtis Act, which called for the 
abolishment of tribal governments 
on March 4, 1906. Realizing that 
their governments would soon be 
defunct, leaders of the Five Tribes 
convened the Sequoyah Conven-
tion in August 1905 in Muskogee 
to write a constitution, and a me-
morial to Congress for separate 
statehood for I.T.

“The Sequoyah Convention 
constitution was not acknowl-
edged by the U.S. Congress, due 
to party politics. Indian Territory 
was bordered by two southern 
Democratic states, Arkansas to 

the east and Texas to the south. 
Consequently, President Roos-
evelt, a Republican, and the Re-
publican-controlled Congress 
wanted joint statehood to elimi-
nate the possibility of I.T. joining 
the Union as a Democratic state. 
On June 16, 1906, he signed the 
Oklahoma Enabling Act, which 
provided for the writing of a con-
stitution for a state to be formed 
from the merging of Indian and 
Oklahoma territories.” 

The result of the merger of the 
two territories was a plus for the 
Oklahoma Territory side which 
was awarded the state capital in 
Oklahoma City and the two major 
state universities in Norman and 
Stillwater.  The Indian Territory 
side was awarded the state prison 
in McAlester.

And, most recently, apparently 
the Oklahoma Territory side will 
inherit all of the state football 
championship games.

Eastern Side of Oklahoma
Loses Football Championships

Oklahoma Territory Side of State 
Received State Capital, Leading

State Universities; I.T. Got Prison

Painting by Mike Wimmer

STATEHOOD SIGNING:  President Theodore Roosevelt officially 
signs the Oklahoma Enabling Act on June 16, 1906, which provided for 
the writing of a constitution for a state to be formed from the merging of 
Indian and Oklahoma territories.” 

Tulsa-Based Boxing Program Adopted 
Nationally to Fight Parkinson’s Disease

Through an exclusive li-
censing and marketing agree-
ment,  Ready to Fight Parkin-
son’s Specific Boxing  program 
(RTF) is now the official thera-
py-boxing program utilized and 
endorsed by  USA Boxing, the 
National Governing Body for 
Olympic-style boxing, RTF’s 
CEO  Aaron Sloan  recently an-
nounced. 

Sloan, owner and head coach 
of Tulsa’s Engine Room Boxing 
Gym, developed the program 
in 2016. RTF uses traditional 
boxing training techniques to 
address specific symptoms asso-
ciated with Parkinson’s disease, 
a chronic and progressive move-
ment disorder that affects over 

a million people in the United 
States.

  The Colorado Springs-based 
USA Boxing will make the RTF 
program available to its regis-
tered boxing gyms and coaches 
nationwide through a certifica-
tion and training process admin-
istered under the guidance of 
Coach Sloan.

“USA Boxing is excited to 
partner with Ready to Fight to 
provide physical and emotional 
support to Parkinson’s boxers 
and families as they battle this 
terrible disease,” says Mike 
McAtee, USA Boxing’s Exec-
utive Director.   For more infor-
mation, see www.readytofight-
boxing.com
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THE ECONOMY
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9175 S Yale, Ste. 120, 
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918-518-5853

Matt McGuire
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Tanya Butler
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David Fleske
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Bill Gordon
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Dewayne Willis 
Financial Advisor

2123 S Atlanta Pl Suite 201 
Tulsa, OK 74114 
918-745-0260

tulsachamber.com/partnersinprosperity

AcrobatAnt Building for Long-term 
Success with New Hires, New Partners

As the calendar has flipped to 
2020, AcrobatAnt  officially be-
gins its 12th year as a full-service 
advertising and marketing agency 
— with a whole new look and feel 
from this time a year ago. 

Ten new “Ants” have joined the 
team over the past year. Two long-
time employees, David Vávra 
and Bryan Cooper, will become 
partners and assume greater man-
agerial responsibilities. Vávra, 
the agency’s controller, will be 
in charge of internal operations, 
tools, culture and team devel-
opment in addition to his finan-
cial-management duties. Cooper, 
associate creative director for the 
past five years, has taken over as 
creative director as partner/found-
er and current creative director 
Danny Sadler has retired. 

Much of this change was set in 
motion by the unexpected passing 
of co-founder and partner Diane 
Davis last November. 

“Diane was the spirit of Acro-
batAnt,” says Sadler. “It was a 
tremendous loss to each of us, 
personally and professionally. She 
was absolutely one of a kind, so 
the idea of ‘replacing’ her was un-
thinkable because it’s simply im-
possible.”

Sadler and his fellow partners, 
Angela Harless and David Down-
ing, knew the best way to honor 
their friend was to make sure the 
agency she helped build, and that 
she was so passionate about, con-
tinued to thrive and grow. They 
began assembling a team that 

would not only continue support-
ing the needs of the agency’s ex-
isting clientele — which includes 
long-time clients Saint Francis 
Health System and Mazzio’s — 
but also give the company greater 
ability to compete for business of 
virtually any size or industry.

That team is now in place. Ac-
robatAnt’s newest team members 
include:
• Four account managers with ex-

perience serving major brands 
at agencies in New York, Texas 
and Colorado, as well as the 
Tulsa market;

• Two multitalented graphic 
designers who add photogra-
phy and motion-graphics to 
the agency’s extensive list of 
in-house capabilities; 

• A seasoned director of website 
development with experience 
in creating technically efficient 
and aesthetically pleasing sites 
for the tourism, education and 
banking industries, among 
others; and

• A veteran media director with 
years of buying and planning 
experience for both traditional 
and digital media, as well as 
unique expertise with tribal 
governments and gaming.

Downing will continue to lead 
the agency’s account-service team 
and manage its brand-architecture 
process and deliverables, while 
Harless will transition from ac-
count management to strategy and 
support of all agency clients.

“In any business, succes-
sion-planning is an important as-
pect for long-term viability,” says 
Downing, a Tulsa advertising vet-
eran of nearly 40 years. “Along 
with our best-in-class creative, 
brand planning, media and ac-
count service, we’re poised to be 
able to work with any brand, no 
matter the size.”

Harless adds that it’s important 
for the agency’s future to main-
tain a diverse management team. 
“Having senior leadership with 

account service, financial and cre-
ative backgrounds keeps the agen-
cy well rounded and not skewed 
toward any one department,” she 
says. “As I think about the new 
partnership team, it’s exciting to 
see four unique but complementa-
ry skill sets coming together with 
the unified purpose of doing great 
work, helping our clients realize 
success, and providing an awe-
some work environment.”

Established in 2008, AcrobatAnt 
is a full-service advertising and 

marketing agency that provides 
strategic planning and execution 
of marketing and media tactics 
for clients in a wide range of in-
dustries. Offering in-house web-
site and digital development along 
with graphic design, copywriting, 
video editing and analytics, Acro-
batAnt prides itself on exceeding 
client expectations with fast proj-
ect turnaround and a transparent 
pricing structure. The company’s 
office is in Tulsa’s Lincoln Plaza, 
1336 E. 15th Street. 

Courtesy photo

ACROBAT PARTNERS:  The AcrobatAnt partners include, from left, David Vávra, Angela Harless, Bryan 
Cooper and David Downing.  The company has expanded over the past year with the addition of four experi-
enced account managers, a seasoned director of website development and a veteran media director.  Acrobat 
Ant is located in Tulsa’s Lincoln Plaza at 1336 E. 15th Street.  
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Home Builders of Greater Tulsa Names
Barry Helms as 2019 Spirit Award Winner

Barry Helms, owner of Reno-
vations by Helms, was selected 
as 2019’s Spirit Award honoree 
in recognition a historic 1921 
home remodel.  The remodel in-
cluded the second story master 
bath along with a custom closet 
expansion. The second phase was 
a kitchen remodel that included 
expansion into the sitting room 
for a walk-in pantry and remov-
al of a twin staircase to improve 
the kitchen footprint.  Helms em-
ployed 27 associate members of 
the HBA through this project. 

Helms has been a member of the 
HBA since 1995. He has served 
on the Tulsa HBA Board of Di-
rectors for 20 years, Executive 
Committee for three years, as 
well as serving as the President 
of the Remodelers Council for 
three terms. He has also partici-
pated in 17 Home Remodeling 
Showcase events and served as 

the chair four times. He has also 
maintained his GMB, CGR, CGP 
& CAPS designations through the 
National Association of Home 
Builders (NAHB). Renovations 
by Helms has been a three-time 
HBA Spirit Award winner as well 
as a three-time HBA Remodeler 
of the Year. 

Renovations by Helms special-
izes in project design, universal 
design, whole house remodeling, 
room additions, kitchens and 
baths, historical restoration, in-
terior and exterior remodeling, 
repair services as well as custom 
home building. From design to 
final clean-up, The company of-
fers a systematic approach to the 
remodeling and building process. 
Helms has been recognized as a 
National Remodeler of the Month 
by the National Association of 
Home Builders and ranked as 
the No. 1 contractor in the state 

of Oklahoma in 2019 by Gener-
al Contractor Magazine. He has 
been named TulsaPeople’s A-List 
the last six years and nationally 
featured on HGTV. 

In 1989, the Home Builders As-
sociation of Greater Tulsa began 
recognizing builders who made 
the best use of HBA Associate 
member companies to complete 
their homes. The Spirit Award is 
one of the the association’s high-
est honors, as it symbolizes the 
relationship between the contrac-
tor and the subcontractor and how 
important it is when building a 
home to use only qualified crafts-
men and suppliers.  Each year, 
many worthy companies enter 
projects for consideration of this 
honor, which are then analyzed 
by an accounting firm to deter-
mine which projects involved the 
greatest percentage of work by 
HBA Associate members.

Courtesy photo 

HONOREE:  Barry Helms proudly displays his HBA Award.  With him 
from left are Erin DeWeese, 2019 HBA president; Tracie Englen, 2019 
HBA  Associates Council president and Jeffrey Smith, HBA executive 
vice president/CEO.

Mike Fournier of The Sonrise Companies 
in Broken Arrow  has taken the helm as the 
2020 president of the Home Builders Asso-
ciation (HBA) of Greater Tulsa. Fournier 
was installed as the head of the 1,000-mem-
ber trade organization during the annual In-
stallation Gala. Builders Jeff Starkweather 
of Epic Custom Homes and Lora Phillips, 
HBA life member, were elected Vice Pres-
ident/Treasurer and Vice President/Secre-
tary, respectively.

Fournier’s commitment to the Home Build-
ers Association is shown not only through his 
projects but his dedication and service to the 
Association. His recruitment efforts won him 
the 2016 OSHBA Membership Drive (state-
wide) OSHBA Membership Drive (large as-
sociation,) the 2016 Top Member Recruiter 
for HBA, Top Recruiter for the HBA Remod-
elers Council as well as the 2016 Spike of the 
Year Award. He also received the May of ’17 
National Remodeler of the Month Award. He 
has served and chaired the 2017 Education 
Committee, Secretary of the HBA Remod-
elers Council, Parade of Homes, Public Re-
lations Committee and currently serves on 
the HBA Board of Directors and Budget and 
Finance Committee. 

Employed full-time since age 14, Fournier 
has succeeded in three unrelated industries; 
restaurant, insurance and financial manage-
ment, and residential construction.  Across 
the board, Fournier’s customer service and 
marketing strategies are the principal rea-
sons for his success. He possesses the unique 
skills, values, and interests to reach the pin-
nacle of success in the remodeling industry 
especially when those attributes improve his 
customers’ most valuable asset- their homes!  

In addition to the installation of new senior 
officers, several honors were also presented 
during the annual end of year celebration. 
The Spirit Award, the Association’s highest 

honor, which acknowledges builders who 
best utilize associate members for their build-
ing projects, was awarded to Barry Helms of 
Renovations by Helms.  

Ryan Farabough of Farabough Homes, was 
announced as “2019 Builder of the Year” 
and Peter Grant of Grant Homes Remodel & 
Restoration, was named “2019 Remodeler of 
the Year” in recognition of their accomplish-
ments and participation in the Association at 
the local, state and national level.

Carrie DeWeese of Chinowth & Cohen 
was named “2019 Associate of the Year “, 
as well as Executive Committee Member of 
the year for her service and involvement in 
multiple HBA events. Becky Orr of McGraw 
Realtors was awarded the 2019 Spike Award, 
an award that distinguishes members for out-
standing association recruitment and reten-
tion efforts. The 2019 “Young Leader of the 
Year Award” award was presented to Keelyn 
Elliot of 918 Interiors for her leadership in 
the 40Below Council. The Philanthropist of 
the year award was presented to Joe Robson 
of Robson Companies and Rodger Tucker of 
Cobblestone Homes. 

Earlier this year, the Don Herrington Me-
morial Award, an award honoring a past 
member’s commitment to the Association, 
was presented to Ed Schermerhorn of Scher-
merhorn Development and Rita Boggs of 
Charter Title & Escrow, was awarded the 
Frank Sanders Award for her long-term ded-
ication to the HBA as an Associate member. 

About Tulsa HBA
The Home Builders Association of Greater 

Tulsa is a not-for-profit, professional trade 
organization that is an advocate for the res-
idential housing and remodeling industry in 
communities in and around Tulsa and serves 
nearly one thousand members. For more in-
formation, visit the www.tulsahba.com.
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GTR CLASSIFIEDS
To place a GTR classified ad, please email advertising@gtrnews.com, or call 918-254-1515

Adoptions

Pregnant? Considering Adoption? We 
help with food, housing, medical, coun-
seling, etc. You can relocate. Choose 
adoptive family for your baby. We’re 
friendly, caring, completely confidential. 
Call 866-621-0933

Pregnant? Maybe Adoption? Living Ex-
penses Paid. Nationwide Agency. Talk 
With Us 24/7. 866-716-3041. Online 
Chat. Online Application. www.onetrue-
gift.com. Text 515-778-2341.

Auto Donations

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help 
and Support our Veterans. Fast - FREE 
pick up. 100% tax deductible. Call 
1-800- 245-0398

Autos Wanted

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!!   All 
Makes/Models 2002-2018! Any Condi-
tion. Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! Free 
Towing! We’re Nationwide! Call Now: 
1-888-985-1806

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! 2002 and 
Newer! Any Condition. Running or Not. 
Competitive Offer! Free Towing! We’re 
Nationwide! Call Now: 1-888-416-2330.

Education

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING – 
Get FAA Technician certification. Ap-
proved for military benefits.  Financial 
Aid if qualified. Job placement assis-
tance. Call Aviation Institute of Mainte-
nance 866-453-6204

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get FAA ap-
proved hands on Aviation training. Finan-
cial Aid for qualified students - Career 
placement assistance. CALL Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance 888-686-1704

MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES 
NEEDED! Train at home for a career as 
a Medical Office Professional at CTI! 
1-833-766-4511 AskCTI.com

Education

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING PRO-
GRAM! Train at home to become a 
Computer & Help Desk Professional 
now! Call CTI for details! 888-449-1713 
(M-F 8am-6pm ET)

Home Improvement 

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! Leaf-
Filter, the most advanced debris-block-
ing gutter protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off and 
0% financing for those who qualify. 
PLUS Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-995-2490

Stay in your home longer with an Amer-
ican Standard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive 
up to $1,500 off, including a free toilet, 
and a lifetime warranty on the tub and 
installation! Call us at 1-855-534- 6198

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, 
ONE DAY updates! We specialize in safe 
bathing. Grab bars, no slip flooring & 
seated showers. Call for a free in-home 
consultation: 888-912-4745

Health & Fitness

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 100 
Pills $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100% guar-
anteed. 24/7 CALL now 888-889-5515  

CANCER GENETIC SCREENING 
KIT. Protect yourself and your family 
with early genetic screening! See if you 
quality for a test at no cost to you with 
your Medicare Part B coverage. Call 
855-511-2275. (Mon-Sun 9am-8pm ET)

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 100 
Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00 FREE 
Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL 
NOW! 888-445-5928 Hablamos Espanol

DENTAL INSURANCE. Call Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Company for 
details. NOT just a discount plan, REAL 
coverage for 350 procedures. 888-623-
3036 or http://www.dental50plus.com/58 
Ad# 6118

Health & Fitness

CATHETER SUPPLIES. We offer a 
complete line of popular and lesser 
known product to fit your needs. Even the 
discreet pocket catheter. To learn more or 
get free samples, Call 844-540-2092

ATTENTION DIABETICS! Save mon-
ey on your diabetic supplies! Convenient 
home shipping for monitors, test strips, 
insulin pumps, catheters and more! To 
learn more, call now! 844-698-4858

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY US-
ERS! Inogen One G4 is capable of full 
24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 pounds. 
FREE information kit. Call 877-929-9587

Recently diagnosed with LUNG CAN-
CER and 60+ years old? Call now! You 
and your family may be entitled to a 
SIGNIFICANT CASH AWARD. Call 
877-648-6308 today. Free Consultation. 
No Risk.

Miscellaneous 

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As Low 
As $14.95/month (for the first 3 months.) 
Reliable High-Speed Fiber Optic Tech-
nology. Stream Videos, Music and More! 
Call Earthlink Today 1-855-520-7938

Applying for Social Security Disabili-
ty or Appealing a Denied Claim?  Call 
Bill Gordon & Assoc., Social Security 
Disability Attorneys, 1-855-498-6323! 
FREE Consultations. Local Attorneys 
Nationwide [Mail: 2420 N St NW, Wash-
ington DC. Office: Broward Co. FL (TX/
NM Bar.)]

Become a Published Author. We want 
to Read Your Book! Dorrance Publish-
ing-Trusted by Authors Since 1920 Book 
manuscript submissions currently be-
ing reviewed. Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, Promotion and 
Distribution Call for Your Free Author’s 
Guide 1-877-626-2213

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be 
Covered by Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with the compact 
design and long-lasting battery of Inogen 
One. Free information kit! Call 888-609-
2189

Lung Cancer? Asbestos exposure in in-
dustrial, construction, manufacturing 
jobs, or military may be the cause. Fami-
ly in the home were also exposed.

Call 1-866-795-3684 or email cancer@
breakinginjurynews.com. $30 billion is 
set aside for asbestos victims with can-
cer. Valuable settlement monies may not 
require filing a lawsuit.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Company. NOT 
just a discount plan, REAL coverage for 
[350 ] procedures. Call 1-877-308-2834 
for details. www.dental50plus.com/cad-
net 6118-0219

Attention all Homeowners in jeopardy 
of Foreclosure? We can help stop your 
home from foreclosure. The Foreclo-
sure Defense helpline can help save your 
home. The Call is absolutely free. 1-855-
516-6641.

Miscellaneous 

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! Leaf-
Filter, the most advanced debris-block-
ing gutter protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off and 
0% financing for those who qualify. 
PLUS Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-402-0373

Two great new offers from AT&T Wire-
less! Ask how to get the Next Generation 
Samsung Galaxy S10e FREE. FREE iP-
hone with AT&T’s Buy one, Give One. 
While supplies last! CALL 1-866-565-
8452 or www.freephonesnow.com//cadnet

Make a Connection. Real People, Flirty 
Chat. Meet singles right now! Call 
LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call NOW: 
1-888-909-9905 18+.

$$OLD GUITARS & AMPS WANT-
ED$$ GIBSON • FENDER • MARTIN. 
ALL BRANDS. TOP DOLLAR PAID. 
CALL TOLL FREE 1-866-433-8277

HEAR AGAIN! Try our hearing aid for 
just $75 down and $50 per month! Call 
800-426-4212 and mention 88272 for a 
risk free trial! FREE SHIPPING!

Cross country Moving, Long distance 
Moving Company, out of state move 
$799 Long Distance Movers. Get Free 
quote on your Long-distance move. 
1-844-452-1706

Call Empire Today® to schedule a FREE 
in-home estimate on Carpeting & Floor-
ing. Call Today! 1-855-404-2366

Get NFL Sunday Ticket FREE w/ DI-
RECTV Choice All-Included Package. 
$59.99/month for 12 months. 185 Chan-
nels PLUS Thousands of Shows/Movies 
On Demand. FREE Genie HD DVR Up-
grade. Call 1-855-781-1565 or satellite-
dealnow.com/cadnet

DISH Network $59.99 For 190 Chan-
nels! Add High Speed Internet for ONLY 
$19.95/month. Call Today for $100 Gift 
Card! Best Value & Technology. FREE 
Installation. Call 1-855-837-9146

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any Con-
dition Vehicle, 2002 and Newer. Nation-
wide Free Pick Up! Call Now: 1-800-
864-5960.

A PLACE FOR MOM has helped over 
a million families find senior living. Our 
trusted, local advisors help find solutions 
to your unique needs at no cost to you. 

Call 855-741-7459

Miscellaneous 

ATTENTION: Have you or a loved one 
used Juul or another e- cigarette vaping 
device & developed a serious health 
condition such as stroke, seizure, con-
vulsions, lung damage, pulmonary issues 
including heart attacks? You may be en-
titled to compensation! Call now: 844-
392-9703

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels + 
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free Instal-
lation Smart HD DVR Included, Free 
Voice Remote. Some restrictions apply. 
1-833-872-2545.

BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR! 
We edit, print and distribute your work 
internationally. We do the work You reap 
the Rewards! Call for a FREE Author’s 
Submission Kit: 866-951-7214

CASH PAID for unexpired, sealed DI-
ABETIC TEST STRIPS! 1 DAY PAY-
MENT & PREPAID shipping. HIGH-
EST PRICES! Call 1-888- 776-7771. 
www.Cash4DiabeticSupplies.com

SAVE BIG on HOME INSURANCE! 
Compare 20 A-rated insurances compa-
nies. Get a quote within minutes. Aver-
age savings of $444/year! Call 866-695-
8390! (M-F 8am-8pm Cen

Orlando + Daytona Beach Florida Va-
cation! Enjoy 7 Days and 6 Nights with 
Hertz, Enterprise or Alamo Car Rental 
Included - Only $298.00. 12 months to 
use. Call Now! 855-403-8409 (24/7)

Wanted To Buy

Wants to purchase minerals and other 
oil and gas interests. Send details to P.O. 
Box 13557 Denver, Co. 80201

Cash for unexpired DIABETIC TEST 
STRIPS! Call 1-855-440-4001 Free Ship-
ping, Best Prices & 24 hr payment! BBB 
Rated A+ www.TestStripSearch.com.

Reader Advisory: The National Trade Associ-
ation we belong to has purchased the above 
classifieds. Determining the value of their ser-
vice or product is advised by this publication. 
In order to avoid misunderstandings, some 
advertisers do not offer employment but rather 
supply the readers with manuals, directories 
and other materials designed to help their 
clients establish mail order selling and other 
businesses at home. Under NO circumstance 
should you send any money in advance or give 
the client your checking, license ID, or credit 
card numbers. Also  beware of ads that claim 
to guarantee loans regardless of credit and 
note that if a credit repair company does busi-
ness only over the phone it is illegal to request 
any money before delivering its service. All 
funds are based in US dollars. Toll free num-
bers may or may not reach Canada. 

Get FAA approved maintenance training at campuses 
coast to coast. Job placement assistance. 

Financial Aid for qualifying students. Military friendly. 

Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance
800-481-7894

AIRLINE 
CAREERS

Lung Cancer?
Asbestos exposure in industrial,

construction, manufacturing jobs, or the
military may be the cause. Family in

the home were also exposed.
Call 1-866-795-3684 or email

cancer@breakinginjurynews.com.  
$30 billion is set aside for asbestos

victims with cancer. Valuable settlement
monies may not require filing a lawsuit. 

Call now to receive your FREE Author’s Guide
866-269-1033

or  www.dorranceinfo.com/tulsa

 
Become a Published Author with Dorrance.  

We want to read your book!
 

 

Complete Book  
Publishing Services

FIVE EASY STEPS  
TO PUBLICATION:

1.  Consultation  
2.  Book Production 
3.  Promotion

4.  Distribution 
5.  Merchandising  
     and Fulfillment

Our staff is made up of  
writers, just like you. We are dedicated 

to making publishing dreams come true. 
Trusted by authors for nearly 100 years,  

Dorrance has made countless  
authors’ dreams come true.

DUPLEX FOR 
RENT

1 Bedroom • Very Clean 
Washer/Dryer Inside

Full Bath (Shower & Tub) 
 Wood Floors

Front Yard Fenced • 1 Dog Allowed

5308 West 8th Street, Tulsa 74127
$370/Month Rent * $200 Deposit

Call 918-261-1249

Female Senior Citizen 
looking for an older female 

who wants a roommate.
Must be clean, trustworthy 

and responsible.
Jenks, Glenpool, Tulsa Hills, 

South Broken Arrow or extreme 
South Tulsa.

$400 
call: 918-936-5237
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Arvest Bank 
announes the pro-
motion of Cara 
James to chief 
risk officer, effec-
tive Jan. 1.

James will re-
place Bob Kelly, 
who is retiring af-
ter more than 30 
years with Arvest, effective Dec. 
31.

James recently served as senior 
vice president and chief compli-
ance officer, a role she held at 
two other financial institutions 
before joining Arvest in 2013. 
James has specialized in com-
pliance management since 1992, 
working in consumer protection 
regulation, as well as duties re-
lated to the Community Rein-
vestment Act and Bank Secrecy 
Act.

James previously worked as an 
auditor for a financial institution 
and at both regional and interna-
tional public accounting firms. In 
her new role as chief risk officer, 
James will have overall responsi-
bility for Arvest’s corporate risk 
management policies.

“Cara’s background and wealth 
of knowledge make her an ideal 
fit for this position,” Arvest pres-
ident and CEO Kevin Sabin said. 
“While the chief risk officer’s 
role is largely a behind-the-scenes 
one, it is of critical importance 
and I am confident Cara will han-
dle it in the exceptional manner 
she has displayed since joining 
Arvest.”

James earned a bachelor’s de-
gree in accounting from Oklaho-
ma State University and is both a 
Certified Public Accountant and 
Certified Regulatory Compliance 
Manager. Additionally, she is a 
member and past chairperson of 
the American Bankers Associ-
ation’s Regulatory Compliance 
Conference Advisory Board.

James will be based in Tulsa.
During Kelly’s time at Arvest, 

he has played a key role in its 
transformation from a Northwest 
Arkansas-only bank into a region-
al enterprise with more than 260 
locations serving more than 135 
communities throughout Arkan-
sas, Kansas, Missouri and Okla-
homa.

“Bob has been an invaluable 
part of the Arvest team, and we 
can’t thank him enough for his 
contributions,” Sabin said. “His 
unique insight, intellect and skill 
set have been vital in our collec-
tive efforts to grow while serving 
our customers through the years. 
Bob will be missed by all of us at 
Arvest.”

Oklahoma law 
firm Hall Estill, 
with offices in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 
City, Denver and 
Northwest Ar-
kansas, announc-
es that David T. 
Potts has been 
elected a share-
holder in the Tulsa office.

“This accomplishment is a tes-
tament to David’s leadership and 
commitment to the firm’s clients 
and our community,” said Mike 
Cooke, managing partner for Hall 
Estill. “He is a talented attorney 
and his election to shareholder 
status is well deserved.”  

David joined Hall Estill in 2017 
as special counsel. He focuses his 
practice in the tax field, assisting 
clients in the areas of federal, 
state and local taxation, includ-
ing controversy, litigation, and ad 
valorem matters. Prior to joining 
Hall Estill, Potts was a partner at 
James, Potts & Wulfers, Inc.

Potts earned his J.D. from the 
University of Tulsa College of 
Law and is involved in the Tulsa 
County and Oklahoma Bar As-
sociations, as well as the Tulsa 
Tax Club. Further, he is a mem-
ber of the board of directors for 
The Center For Individuals With 
Physical Challenges.

Thomas Ramm has been ap-
pointed chief investment officer for 
Gateway First Bank. In this role, 
Ramm is responsible for all capital 
markets and investment-related ac-
tivities, including the development 
and execution of investment strate-
gies, secondary marketing, hedging 
activities and capital markets strat-
egies with government-sponsored 
enterprises. In addition, Ramm 
is responsible for developing and 
managing relationships with Wall 
Street broker-dealers and fixed in-
come investors.

“This is a critical hire for us. 
Thomas is a deeply experienced 
capital markets executive,” said 
Stephen Curry, chairman and CEO 
at Gateway. “His insights and lead-
ership skills will enable us to navi-
gate growth of our core businesses 
and rapidly changing markets.”

Ramm has worked at both banks 
and independent mortgage compa-
nies over the last 15 years. He has 
substantial experience in capital 
markets, mortgage-related invest-
ments, and interest rate and credit 
risk management. Prior to joining 
Gateway, Ramm served as EVP of 
capital markets at Stearns Lending. 
He was also VP of capital markets 
at MetLife Bank and SVP, inter-
est rate risk management at First 
Tennessee Bank and First Horizon 
Home Loans. Ramm attended the 
University of North Texas, where 
he earned both a bachelor’s and 
master’s degree in finance.

“I was attracted to Gateway’s 
high growth and evolving com-
pany environment,” said Ramm. 
“Gateway’s transition to a bank 
earlier this year positioned the 
company as a diversified financial 
institution. I look forward to using 
my expertise to oversee a wide va-
riety of capital markets activities 
to help Gateway achieve sustain-
able growth and strive for even 
greater excellence.”

Gateway First 
Bank also an-
nounces that Jo-
ell Maddox is 
joining the orga-
nization to help 
advance Gateway 
First Bank’s trea-
sury management 
services. In her 
new role, Maddox will be respon-
sible for managing relationships 
with  correspondent banks, title 
companies and commercial cus-
tomers who are using treasury 
management services. 

Gateway First Bank’s new line 
of treasury management solutions 
further expands the products and 
services for the financial institu-
tions’ industry and demonstrates 
the commitment Gateway is mak-
ing to its customer base. In May of 
2019, Gateway Mortgage Group 
merged with a 100-year-old com-
munity bank to create Gateway 
First Bank. For the first time in 
history, a mortgage company 
evolved to become a bank, com-
bining the technology and service 
that made Gateway Mortgage suc-
cessful with the strength, security 
and product breadth of a bank.

“It is key we bring onto the Gate-
way First Bank team an accom-
plished leader in treasury manage-
ment to help launch our products 
and services to best serve our client 
relationships and grow new ones,” 
says Stephen Curry, chairman and 
CEO. “Joell has had a very ac-
complished career in the financial 
institutions’ industry working with 
correspondent banks, and I look 
forward to her being a part of the 
successful culture and growth with 
Gateway First Bank.”

Maddox’s experience in the fi-
nancial industry spans more than 
30 years, blending both mortgage 
and correspondent banking. She 
has served in senior leadership 
positions with Origin Bank, Indy-
Mac Bank and Wells Fargo as well 
as leadership positions at Federal 
Home Loan Bank of Dallas and 
Lomas Mortgage. Most recent-
ly, Maddox was vice president of 
treasury management Sales at Or-
igin Bank. She has worked with 
financial institutions in Arkansas, 
Louisiana, Oklahoma, Mississip-
pi and Texas; all states that align 
with Gateway First Bank’s target 
footprint.

“I am thrilled to be joining the 
Gateway team. Gateway’s repu-
tation for valuing the importance 
of relationships and strong focus 
on the consumer is very important 
to me. I am honored to be a part 
of their team and look forward to 
building relationships and having 
a long, successful career here,” 
Maddox said.

Established in 2019 after the 
merger of Gateway Mortgage 
Group with a 100-year old bank, 
Gateway First Bank emerged as 
a leading financial institution that 
provides digital banking and mort-
gage services for consumers and 
commercial customers.  Gateway 
is headquartered in Jenks, Okla-
homa and funds over $7 billion of 
mortgages annually and maintains 
$1.4 billion in assets, six bank 
branches in Oklahoma, and 160 
mortgage centers across America. 

BUSINESS & PEOPLE NOTES

JAMES POTTS MADDOX

OSU-Tulsa Police
Department 
Names Captain
Oklahoma State Universi-

ty-Tulsa has named Michael 
Galbraith captain of its police 
department, bringing 19 years 
of law enforcement and com-
munity leader-
ship experience 
to campus and 
to downtown 
Tulsa. 

G a l b r a i t h 
started his ca-
reer as an offi-
cer at Langston 
University and 
has served at 
OSU’s main 
campus in Still-
water for the 
last 13 years.

“I know what 
it’s like to work 
in this setting,” 
Galbraith said. 
“It’s an oppor-
tunity to be 
more hands-on 
with not just the 
university, but the community at 
large.”

Galbraith will be OSU-Tulsa 
Police’s highest-ranking offi-
cer, reporting directly to OSU 
Police Chief Leon Jones, who 
leads both OSU-Stillwater and 
OSU-Tulsa’s police forces.

Since  the university’s police 
forces in Stillwater and Tulsa 
merged operations in August, 
Jones has focused on finding 

opportunities to invest in the 
community. “It’s not all making 
contact and arresting people,” 
Jones said. “It’s important to be 
a part of the community we are 

serving.” 
As the de-

p a r t m e n t ’ s 
first captain, 
G a l b r a i t h 
is focused 
on that mis-
sion as well. 
“We’re going 
to keep this 
d e p a r t m e n t 
proactive with 
e v e r y t h i n g 
going on in 
our commu-
nity and build 
on our rela-
tionships.”

G a l b r a i t h 
says his ini-
tial goal is to 
get to know 
people and 

understand what students, staff, 
faculty and the community want 
and expect from the department.

“I want the public to see us as 
an agency they can come to any 
time for anything,” Galbraith 
said. “I don’t want anyone feel-
ing like an officer can’t be talk-
ed to or they can’t come to us 
for advice or questions. We’re 
going to be that friend away 
from home.”

MICHAEL GALBRAITH
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DINING OUT IN GREATER TULSA

University Club Building Receives Design Award
Editor’s note:  The three-story 

University Club Building, featured 
in this article, was built in the 
mid-1920s. The high-rise Univer-
sity Club Tower, located at 1722 
S. Carson Ave., opened in the mid-
1960s.  

In most cities, there are examples 
of really bad building remodels 

and really good 
ones. Tulsa is no 
exception. Some-
times a really 
good remodel 
seems so natural 
and authentic it’s 
hard to tell what 
was original to a 
building and what 
was a result of a 
later face lift. So 
it is with a small 
structure at 114 
E. 5th St. called 
the University 
Club Building. 
This early 1970s 
remodel was so 
well done that 
soon after its 
completion, the 
Eastern Oklaho-
ma Chapter of the 
American Institute of Architects 
recognized its excellence with a 
design award.

The history of this building be-
gins in the 1920’s. The University 
Club Building was a utilitarian, 
three story red brick structure of 
approximately 16,000 square feet. 
The property included a small lot 
at 5th Street and Cincinnati Ave-
nue which began as an early auto-

mobile service station and evolved 
into a small parking lot accom-
modating 24 to 26 cars. The west 
side of the building faced an alley, 
the rear abutted a lower two-story 
building. The front of this building 
faces what became the prominent 
Chamber of Commerce / Tulsa 
Club Building. An owner of the 
University Club Building was 

Waite Phillips, a 
major downtown 
property owner, 
responsible for the 
Philtower Build-
ing built in the 
late 1920s at the 
northeast corner 
of 5th Street and 
Boston Avenue, 
and the Philcade 
Building built in 
the early 1930s 
at 5th Street and 
Boston Avenue at 
the southeast cor-
ner.

Within his real 
estate portfolio, 
Phillips probably 
had little need for 
this small build-
ing. In a generous 
effort, he leased 

the building in 1931 to the Junior 
League of Tulsa, a non-profit or-
ganization devoted to community 
leadership among women, for $1. 
In 1935 Phillips gave the building 
to the organization.

During its years of Junior 
League ownership, the building 
was internally organized utilizing 
a small front lobby with a single 
elevator, and a number of ground 

floor shops. A large dumb waiter 
was located at the rear. The sec-
ond floor contained an open meet-
ing room. At the third floor were 
more small shops and offices, a 
small kitchen and a tea room / 
lunch room.

Over the years, as downtown of-
fice space became more and more 
desirable, portions of the building 
were rented to others. In 1964 
the Junior League sold the build-
ing to Mereland Stickelberry for 
$120,000. In the 1980’s Marion 
Oil Co. purchased the building. It 
is thought that this company was 
responsible for the remodeled 
front as it now exists.

The ownership chain continued 
with subsequent owners being An-
chor Gasoline Corp and the cur-
rent owner, the Interak Corp with 

ownership from the Mayo, Sharp 
and Oliphant families.

The front of the University Club 
Building is strongly reminiscent 
of historical cities in the south. 
It reminds one of Williamsburg 
or perhaps Charleston or even 
New Orleans. Three semi-circu-
lar arches with stone keystones 
span the façade at street level. 
The thickness of the brick work 
at these arches is approximately 
24 inches. The building wall with 
matching glass-filled arches has 
been recessed approximately five 
feet beyond forming a covered 
terrace. Suspended from the soffit 
above and centered on each arch 
is a large gas lantern. The paving 
below is gray slate which extends 
to the street curb. Finely detailed 
steel grillage fills each arch open-

ing becoming a gate at the far west 
arch, for entry access. Tall case-
ment divided light windows occur 
at the second floor. These have 
Juliette steel balconies and ribbed 
arched wood transoms. The small-
er third floor windows are double 
hung again with muntins (a bar or 
rigid supporting strip between ad-
jacent panes of glass).

Above them is a small projecting 
wood cornice band with crown 
molding and round medallions. 
The front elevation treatment re-
turns for six to eight feet at the east 
and west elevations. The historical 
accuracy of this remodeled front 
was handled extremely skillfully. 
Give it a drive by and go see it.

On Architecture

By ROGER COFFEY, AIA

TULSA LANDMARK:  The University Club Building, built in the 
1920s, was remodeled in the early 1970s and is again experiencing a 
makeover.  In the background is the Philcade Building.  Oil baron Waite 
Phillips was involved in the construction of both buildings.

ARCHITECTURAL RENEW-
AL:  The University Club Building 
is located at 114 E. 5th St. in Tulsa 
directly across the street from the 
newly remodeled Tulsa Club Ho-
tel.  The University Club Building 
is currently experiencing its sec-
ond remodel.  
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Deco Lounge A Welcome Addition to Downtown Tulsa

By BLAKE AUSTYN
Contributing Writer

Since opening last September, 
Deco Lounge, 607 S. Boston Ave., 
is aiming to capitalize on the grow-
ing number of residential units 
popping up in downtown Tulsa’s 
Deco District and to establish it-
self as a welcoming neighborhood 
bar and lounge. 

The space, formerly occupied 
by retail shop Decopolis, had sat 
empty for a while. 

Deco Lounge offers bar and ta-
ble seating as well as a more re-
laxed lounge area, complete with a 
unique piano for live music.

Its food options are relatively 
straight forward, with appetizers, 
burgers and a few entrees, many of 
the dishes with an Asian influence 
due to the owners’ Asian heritage. 
The owners and their family have 
a long history in owning and oper-
ating Tulsa restaurants, including 
Ming’s Noodle Bar, Golden Palace 
and Jow’s Takee Outee.

My party started with Mama’s 
Eggrolls. We weren’t sure what 
was in them, as the menu does not 
list the ingredients, but we were 
feeling adventurous. Turns out, 
the egg rolls are a vegetarian dish, 
filled with cabbage, plus two sauc-
es on the side: one of them spicy, 
and the other a more traditional, 
Asian dipping sauce.

For our main dishes, we chose 
the Bleu Burger and the Golden 
Palace Garlic Tenders.

The Bleu Burger is a patty 
topped with blue cheese crum-
bles, carmelized onions, lettuce 
and blue cheese dressing. The 
burger had a nice, subtle blue 
cheese flavor and was accompa-

nied by fries that were crunchy 
and not too thin. As an option, 
patrons can substitute a different 
side, if desired. Side options in-
clude Asian slaw, tomato cucum-
ber salad and coconut rice.

Because I love coleslaw, I add-
ed Asian slaw as a side; it was 
crunchy and refreshing, with a 
largely cabbage flavor.

We also opted for the Golden 
Palace Garlic Tenders, which our 
server noted as being a popular 
item. The marinated tenders had 
an easy flavor typical of chicken 

tenders and came with a side of 
sweet sauce that complimented the 
tenders’ flavor well. The dish also 
came with a side of fries.

Deco Lounge offers drink and 
food specials throughout the week 
and during sporting events.  Check 
its Facebook page for more infor-
mation or call 918-932-8391.

As my party was leaving, the bar 
began to fill up with enthusiastic 
sports fans - as it was a Saturday 
college football day. Deco Lounge 
looks to have picked the right time 
to come to the neighborhood.

LOCAL DINING

NEW TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD: Deco Lounge, 607 S. Boston 
Ave., opened in Downtown Tulsa’s Deco District in September 2019. The 
bar and lounge sits in the former location of Decopolis and is one of 
many new openings in the district, including DGX, a new concept by 
Dollar General, 522 S. Boston Ave, that opened in January.

BURGERS AND MORE: The Bleu Burger, accompanied by sides of 
fries and Asian slaw, is topped with blue cheese crumbles, carmelized 
onions, lettuce and blue cheese dressing. The crunchy fries and the mild 
slaw paired nicely with the burger’s blue cheese flavor.
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EVERYTHING YOU NEED.
EVERYWHERE YOU GO.
When you start a relationship with Central 

Bank, you’ll immediately have access to 

a community bank with comprehensive 

offerings, cutting-edge technology, and 

leading-edge banking solutions. We have  

all the tools you need to move, manage,  

and maximize your money with ease.  

Discover what’s possible with Central Bank.  

We do banking better.

centralbank.net
Member FDIC

CENTRAL BANK OF OKLAHOMA CALENDAR • JAN. 12 – FEB. 15, 2020

Top High School Teams from the Tulsa Metro Area Square Off at the BOK Center Feb. 1
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Ask about fraud ID protection

The Music Man
Theatre Tulsa
2 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

The Music Man
Theatre Tulsa
2 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

The Music Man
Theatre Tulsa
2 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Daedalus Quartet
Chamber Music Tulsa
3 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Storm Large In 
Concert
Tulsa PAC Trust
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Dorothy and the 
Prince of Oz
Tulsa Ballet
7 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Dorothy and the 
Prince of Oz
Tulsa Ballet
7:30 p.m.

myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Godspell
Tulsa Project Theatre
8 p.m. • Feb. 14-15
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

August: Osage County
Theatre Tulsa
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Dorothy and the 
Prince of Oz
Tulsa Ballet
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Marlee Matlin & 
Henry Winkler
Tulsa Town Hall
10:30 a.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Mozart and Grieg
Tulsa Symphony
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Malpaso Dance  
Company
Choregus Productions
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

I Have Before Me a 
Remarkable Document 
Given to Me by a Young 
Lady From Rwanda
OK World Stage 
Theatre Co.
8 p.m. • Feb. 6-7
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

I Have Before Me a 
Remarkable Document 
Given to Me by a Young 
Lady From Rwanda
OK World Stage 
Theatre Co.
3  p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Brown Bag It:  
Donald Ryan
Tulsa PAC Trust
12:10 p.m.
FREE event.

Mark Nizer: Scienc-
esplosion  
Young At Art
7 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Ian David Rosenbaum
Choregus Productions
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Blue Man Group: 
Speechless
Celebrity Attractions,  
Tulsa PAC Trust
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Blue Man Group: 
Speechless
Celebrity Attractions,  
Tulsa PAC Trust
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Blue Man Group: 
Speechless
Celebrity Attractions,  
Tulsa PAC Trust
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

The Music Man
Theatre Tulsa
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

The Music Man
Theatre Tulsa
2 & 8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

The Music Man
Theatre Tulsa
2 & 8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

The Music Man
Theatre Tulsa
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

OkMEA All-State 
Festival: Honor Band 
Concert
Oklahoma Music 
Educators Association
Jan. 16-18 
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Golden Hurricane vs.
Memphis • 8 p.m.
Men’s Basketball
tulsahurricane.com for tickets.

Golden Hurricane vs.
Wichita State • 5 p.m.
Men’s Basketball
tulsahurricane.com for tickets.

Golden Hurricane vs.
ECU • 7 p.m.
Men’s Basketball
tulsahurricane.com for tickets.

Golden Hurricane vs.
UCONN • 6 p.m. • Feb. 6
Men’s Basketball
tulsahurricane.com for tickets.

ORU vs.
South Dakota State 
7 p.m.
Men’s Basketball
mabeecenter.com  for tickets.

Tulsa Oilers
vs. Wichita
4:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsaoilers.com for more 
information.

Tulsa Oilers
vs. Idaho
4:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsaoilers.com for more 
information.

Tulsa Oilers
vs. Utah
7:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsaoilers.com for more 
information.

Tulsa Oilers
vs. Wichita
7:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsaoilers.com for more 
information.

Tulsa Oilers
vs. Kalamazoo
7:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsaoilers.com for more 
information.

Tulsa Oilers
vs. Kalamazoo
7:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsaoilers.com for more 
information.

Free Small Business Checking

More Bank for Your Buck
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Mark Nizer: 4D 
Imagination Series
7 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Harry Potter and the 
Prisoner of Azkaban 
CineConcerts
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Harry Potter and the 
Prisoner of Azkaban 
CineConcerts
11:30 a .m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Cirque du 
Soleil Axel
BOK Center 
7:30 p.m. 
Visit bokcenter.
com for more 
information.

Tulsa Dog Show
Expo Square 
8 a.m. –6 p.m.
Visit exposquare.com for 
more information.

2020 Green Country 
Home and Garden Show
Expo Square 
11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Visit exposquare.com for more 
information.

Tulsa Boat, Sport and 
Travel Show
Expo Square 
Jan. 27 – Feb. 2
Visit tulsaboatshow.com for 
more information.

34th Annual 
Lucas Oil Chili 
Bowl
Tulsa Expo Raceway

Jan. 13 – 18 
Visit chilibowl.
com for more 

information.

Music Mon-
day
Central Library

11 – 11:30 
a.m. 
Visit tulsal-

ibrary.org for 
more information.

Yoga for Every Body
Central Library
5:30 – 6:30 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

Walk-In Health-
Care Assistance
Central Library
9 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org 
for more information.

Early Reader Book 
Club
Owasso Library
4:30 – 5:30 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for 
more information.

Gilcrease Museum/the 
Tulsa Literary Coali-
tion Book Club
Gilcrease Museum
2 p.m.
A discussion on “Sing Unbur-
ied Sing ” by Jesmyn Ward. 
Visit gilcrease.org for more 
information.

LEGO Build
South Broken 
Arrow Library
10:30 – 11:30 
a.m.
Visit tulsal-
ibrary.org 
for more 
information.

Paws for Reading
Bixby Library
6 – 7 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for info.

Create Your Own Vision 
Board
Bixby Library
6:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

Don’t Stop 
the Music
Hardesty Region-
al Library
11 – 11:30 a.m.
Visit tulsali-
brary.org for 
more information.

Photoshop Lab: Surre-
alist Photos
Central Library
11 – 11:30 a.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

Film Pro-
duction  
Workshop
OSU-Tulsa 
7-9 p.m. 
Visit tulsa.ok-
state.edu for more 
information.

GMAT Info. Session
OSU-Tulsa 
7-9 p.m. 
Visit tulsa.okstate.edu for more 
information.

The 4th Annual Beyond 
Awareness Summit 2020
Tulsa Tech Owasso Campus 
7:30 a.m. 
Visit thedemandproject.org 
for more information.
Chaka Khan
River Spirit Casino Resort
8 p.m. 
Visit riverspirittulsa.com for info.

Musicality of Lan-
guage: Poetry Across 
Genres Writing 
Workshop
OSU-Tulsa 
7-9 p.m. 
Visit tulsa.okstate.edu 
for more information.

Oklahoma 
Aerospace 
Career Fair 

Tulsa Tech - Riverside 
Campus

10 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Visit ttech.edu for more 

information.

REBOOT Combat 
Recovery–Veterans and 
Families
Asbury United Methodist Church
6 – 8 p.m. 
Visit asburytulsa.org for more 
information.

Trivia Night at 
the Oklahoma 
Aquarium
Oklahoma Aquarium 
7-9 p.m. 
Visit okaquarium.org for more 
information.

WWE Smackdown Live
BOK Center 
6:45 p.m. 
Visit bokcenter.com for more 
information.

Celine Dion
BOK Center 
7:30 p.m. 
Visit bokcenter.com for more 
information.

Comedy Night at Lou-
ie’s Too

Louie’s Grill & Bar 
9 p.m. 
Visit facebook.com/
LouiesTulsa for more 

information.

Hearts Rebuilding 
Homes
The TaulCoy Room  
6 – 8:30 p.m. 
Visit tinyurl.com/HeartsRe-
buildingHomes2020 for more 
information.

Pitbull
BOK Center 
7:30 p.m. 
Visit bokcenter.com for more 
information.

Miranda Lambert
BOK Center 
7 p.m. 
Visit bokcenter.com for more 
information.

Chicks Knit and Lit
Glenpool Library 
1 – 3 p.m. 
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

Winter Jam
BOK Center 
6 p.m. 
Visit bokcenter.com for more 
information.

High School Hoops 
Showcase 
BOK Center 
All Day
Visit bokcenter.com for more 
information.

The Nostalgia Will Eat 
Itself
Nightingale Theatre 
8 p.m. 
Visit hellertheatreco.com for 
more information.

Shostakovich 5
VanTrease Performing Arts Center 
7:30 p.m. 
Visit signaturesymphony.org 
for more information.

Cirque du Soleil Axel
BOK Center 
7:30 p.m. 
Visit bokcenter.com for more 
information.

Riverfield Rocks
Cain’s Ballroom 
7 p.m. 
Visit cainsballroom.com for 
more information.

Mandolin Orange
Cain’s Ballroom 
8 p.m. 
Visit cainsballroom.com for 
more information.

Lettuce
Cain’s Ballroom 
8 p.m. 
Visit cainsballroom.com for 
more information.

Bret Michaels
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Tulsa
8 p.m. 
Visit hardrockcasinotulsa.com 
for more information.
Fiber Fest Weekend 
Retreat 
Shepard’s Cross
Jan. 23-25 
Visit shepherdscross.com for 
more information.

Grace Potter
Cain’s Ballroom 
8 p.m. 
Visit cainsballroom.com for 
more information.

Cold War Kids
Cain’s Ballroom 
8 p.m. 
Visit cainsballroom.com 
for more information.

Iration
Cain’s Ballroom 
6:30 p.m. 
Visit cainsballroom.com for 
more information.

William Shatner: Screen- 
ing of Wrath of Khan
Brady Theater 
7:30 p.m. 
Visit bradytheater.com for info.

Daniel Tiger’s Neigh-
borhood Live!
Brady Theater 
6  p.m. 
Visit bradytheater.com for 
more information.

Cirque du Soleil Axel
BOK Center 
3:30 & 7:30 p.m.
Visit bokcenter.com for more 
information.

Cirque du Soleil Axel
BOK Center 
1 & 5 p.m.
Visit bokcenter.com for more 
information.

New Name. Same Bank.
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AREA NEWS
Collinsville City Attorney Ken Ray Underwood 
Honored with James C. Lang Mentoring Award 

The Tulsa County Bar Asso-
ciation has announced that the 
co-winner of the 2019 James C. 
Lang Mentoring award is the “Zen 
Master,” Ken Ray Underwood.

Underwood has served as the 
City Attorney in Collinsville since 
his appointment in July of 2002. 
He has lived in Collinsville since 
1993 and has been a lifelong resi-
dent of Tulsa County.

After graduating from The 
University of Tulsa college of 
Law in 1975, Underwood be-
gan practicing in Tulsa with a 
focus on catastrophic injuries 
and wrongful death. Since then, 
he has been actively involved in 
the Tulsa County Bar Associa-
tion, serving as board member 
and chairman of the public rela-
tions committee. 

He received the President’s 
Award from the Tulsa County Bar 
Association for outstanding and 
dedicated services in 2013 and 
2014. In 2018, Underwood was 
honored by the Tulsa County As-
sociation with the Golden Rule 
Award for outstanding contribu-
tions to the profession.

Already active in the community 
through his role as City Attorney 
in Collinsville, Underwood served 
for six years on the board of the 
Arubah Community clinic, a faith-
based community health clinic in 
Collinsville. 

In March 2018, he was awarded 

the Legacy Award by the Arubah 
Community Clinic for service. 
He has served on the board of 
the Indian Health Care Resources 
Center, the Community Service 
Counsel of Tulsa and as the 2019 
Food Bank of Eastern Oklahoma 
honorary co-chair.

For the last six years, Underwood 
has helped coach the Owasso High 
School Mock Trial Team, taking 
them to the OBA State Finals the 
last five years, which is unprece-
dented in the 40-year history of the 
competition. 

The last two years, he has played 
a major part in helping the team 
win State Championships.  

On the Owasso team, Under-
wood is known to the students and 
coaches alike as the “Zen Mas-
ter” for his inspiring speeches and 
competition day pep talks on the 
team Facebook page.   He is al-
ways the last speaker at the team 
banquet for his inspiring words 
closing the season.

Underwood has been a model 
leader in keeping the very com-
petitive multiple Owasso teams 
working together as a team and 
for the students to realize they are 
stronger working together rather 
than against each other.

Underwood also mentored young 
lawyers as a longtime supporter 
and volunteer of Lawyers Fighting 
Hunger in addition to volunteer-
ing for many years as a wrestling 

and weightlifting coach for Tulsa 
Boys’ Home. He has been a posi-
tive role model, mentor and leader 
his entire career.  

Underwood is a member of the 
Cherokee Nation and is proud 
of his Native American heritage. 
He enjoys spending time on his 
ranch in Delaware County, which 
was his grandmother’s original 
Indian allotment. He also enjoys 
reading, hiking, raising cattle and 
spending time with his two grown 
children, Emily Underwood and 
Robert Underwood, and special 
friend Leslie Paris.

Courtesy TCBA

ON THE BENCH: City Attorney Ken Ray Underwood judging the Martin Luther King Mock Trial tourna-
ment finals in 2019. This year’s tournament is scheduled for Jan. 20, at the Tulsa County Courthouse.

Courtesy TCBA

ON THE TEAM: Underwood poses with the Owasso mock trial team 
and Judges Daman Cantrell and Rob Ridenour at the Oklahoma State 
Mock Trial finals in Norman.

Recognized for His Leadership in 
High School Mock Trial Competitions




