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Youth Entrepreneur
Camp gives students
chance to pitch ideas
to professionals
SEE PAGE 4

Almaden Valley
Women’s Club
installs new board
of directors
SEE PAGE 10

The race is on
Poll: Candidate Matt Mahan leads 

San Jose City Council District 10 race
SEE PAGE 12

By Lorraine Gabbert
Senior Staff Writer

C
andidates for state Senate in
District 15 faced off on issues
ranging from education to

housing at a debate hosted by the
Almaden Valley Community Asso‐
ciation (AVCA) on Jan 13.

The candidates included former
California Assemblymember Nora
Campos, Santa Clara County Super‐
visor Dave Cortese, U.S. Army Staff
Sgt. Ken Del Valle, paratransit oper‐
ator Tim Gildersleeve, San Jose
Councilmember Johnny Khamis
and former Federal Election Com‐
mission Chair Ann Ravel. Doug
Yoder stood in for candidate Robert
Howell.

Campos said she’s running for
the Senate to finish the work she

started on the San Jose City Coun‐
cil and in Sacramento. In the Assem‐
bly, she championed pay equity
and authored a bill that allows San
Jose to build unconventional tiny
homes for the homeless. The first
tiny homes community is at Ma‐
bury Road along the transit corri‐
dor.

Cortese co‐chaired the campaign
for Measure A’s $950 million hous‐
ing bond—$700 million of which
is dedicated to extremely low‐
income housing—and provided
2,000 units for the homeless. 

Del Valle, who was born and
raised in Puerto Rico, said his
understanding of fiscal responsi‐
bility will serve him well in poli‐
tics. He is inspired by San Diego’s

See DEBATE, page 17

By Lorraine Gabbert
Senior Staff Writer

C
ity Council candidates from
Districts 2 and 10, and State
Senate candidates from Dis‐

trict 15, spoke about housing,
homelessness, and public safety at
a forum held last night at the Santa
Teresa Public Library on Jan 15.

Hosted by Santa Teresa Foothills
Neighborhood Association, the can‐
didates were each allotted six min‐
utes to speak, providing more in‐
depth answers than the typical 30‐
second responses.

City Council District 10 Candi‑
dates: Jenny Higgins Bradanini, Matt
Mahan, Helen Wang

Jenny Higgins Bradanini
“As many of you know, I was

involved in a tragic accident in
December and my heart, my pray‐
ers, and my mind are with his fam‐
ily,” said Women’s March Founda‐
tion Director Jenny Higgins
Bradanini, whose SUV fatally struck
a 66‐year‐old man. Still, she said
her love for her community and
passion for the future of San Jose
hasn’t wavered. Higgins Bradani‐

ni said that no issues are more
important than the housing crisis
and homelessness. “With the rate
of  homelessness and displacement
going up, and housing costs sky‐
rocketing,” she said, “…we need
more affordable housing options
and to rescue our neighbors living
on the streets and in their cars.” Fis‐
cal responsibility is also essential
to Higgins Bradanini. She vows vig‐
ilance and careful investment of
the city’s financial resources. She
is not supporting the proposed

See FORUM, page 16

C
ome visit Casa Grande in
Almaden Valley and cele‐
brate the Lunar New

Year with Chinese activi‐
ties and traditions. 

The celebration is Sat‐
urday, February 8th
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
at Casa Grande New
Almaden Quicksilver
Mining Museum. 

The Lunar New Year
celebration is sure to
create delightful memo‐
ries for the whole family.
Planned events include guid‐
ed tours of the museum, story
time about Chinese traditions and

customs along with a themed craft
activity. 

Casa Grande will be decorat‐
ed in a Lunar New Year

ambiance to celebrate the
New Year. 

The event is free and
no reservations are
required. A $2 per per‐
son suggested donation
is kindly appreciated.  

Casa Grande / New
Almaden Quicksilver Min‐

ing Museum is located at
21350 Almaden Rd., San Jose. 
For more information email

interp@prk.sccgov.org or call
(408) 918‐7770.

Lunar New Year Living History Day: Feb. 8

City Council candidates from Districts 2 and 10, and State Senate candidates from District 15, spoke about housing, home-
lessness, and public safety at a forum held at the Santa Teresa Public Library on Jan 15. Photo by Lorraine Gabbert

State Senate and City Council candidate forum informs voters

SEE OUR LISTINGS OF LOCAL REALTORS, CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING AND HOME IMPROVEMENT ADVERTISEMENTS INSIDE THE BACK COVER

Candidates for state Senate in District 15 faced off on issues ranging from edu-
cation to housing at a debate hosted by the Almaden Valley Community Asso-
ciation (AVCA) on Jan 13. Photo by Lorraine Gabbert

Silicon Valley 
candidates vying 
for D15 Senate
seat face off 
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ValleyCurrents
cur|rent (adj.) Present, topical, timely, newsworthy. (n.) Movement in a definite direction, a flow.
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LETTER 
Thanking residents
for meeting needs

Dear Editor,
I am writing to thank San Jose res‐

idents for sharing the true meaning
of Christmas with children in need
this past holiday season.

Because of the generosity of
donors in San Jose and across the
United States, Operation Christmas
Child, a project of Samaritan’s Purse,
collected more than 8.9 million shoe‐
box gifts in 2019. Combined with
those collected from partnering
countries in 2019, the ministry is
now sending 10,569,405 shoebox
gifts to children worldwide.

Through shoeboxes—packed
with fun toys, school supplies and
hygiene items—San Jose volunteers
brought joy to children in need
around the world. Each gift‐filled
shoebox is a tangible expression of
God’s love, and it is often the first
gift these children have ever
received. Thanks to the generosity
of donors, Operation Christmas Child
has collected and delivered more than
178 million gift‐filled shoeboxes to
children in more than 160 countries
and territories since 1993.

Thank you again to everyone who
participated in this global project—
many who do so year after year.
These simple gifts, packed with love,
send a message to children world‐
wide that they are loved and not
forgotten.

Information about year‐round
volunteer opportunities can be
found at samaritanspurse.org/occ
or by calling (714) 432‐2950.

Dana Williams
Operation Christmas Child 

Times Classifieds
Work!

(408) 494-7000
See page 23

By Prashant Gandhi
Special to the Times

T
hirty Silicon Valley students
receive hands‐on training on
entrepreneurship and start‐

ups. Shooting Stars Foundation, a
non‐profit organization focused
on empowering youths through
education, conducted its Youth
Entrepreneur Camp in Silicon Val‐
ley on Jan.3‐5.  

A group of 30 students from var‐
ious local high schools participat‐
ed in the three‐day camp, result‐
ing in six teams delivering 15‐
minute startup pitches and Q&A,
in front of a panel of professional
judges and parents. The camp itself
was organized and managed by
high school upper‐class students,
who themselves were participants
of prior years’ Youth Entrepreneur
Camps.   

Startups and independent busi‐
nesses are the genesis of the US and
world economy   and often fuel a
country’s GDP growth. Today’s
world‐renowned companies were
yesterday’s startups, including
Amazon, Apple, Google and Micro‐
soft. As we enter the age of auto‐
nomics and robots, entrepreneur‐
ial thinking that drives continuous
creativity and innovation will
become the differentiating char‐
acteristics of tomorrow’s hyper‐
competitive workplace.   

Shooting Stars Foundation’s
Nebula Youth Camp has taken a
unique, future‐centric,   approach
to empowering the youth ‐ through
business and entrepreneur ori‐
ented education. They have also
recognized that learning is more
impactful through success stories
of other entrepreneurs as well as
peer youths. 

The Nebula Youth Camp (NYC)
is purposely structured to partner
with local startup and business
leaders and is organized by youth
participants. The Foundation also
organizes Hackathon and STEAM‐
A‐Thon events to highlight the need
for coding skills and technical edu‐
cation when forming startup busi‐

nesses. These events have been
held across ten cities in the US. The
Foundation’s broader mission is
to spread the message of  upward
socioeconomic mobility through
entrepreneurship to under‐privi‐
leged communities.                                

Youth Entrepreneur Camp,
January 2020

The three‐day camp was held at
ServiceNow, Santa Clara, and
included on‐site visits to local high‐
tech companies, Google and Net‐
Scout. The camp was organized by

two upper class high school stu‐
dents who are alumnis of earlier
NYC, under the guidance and
supervision of Foundation staff.
Both the youth organizers ‐‐ Arvind
Jayaraman, an   11th grader at Mis‐
sion San Jose High School and
Anirudh Ramasubramanian, also
an   11th grader at Irvington High
School —  gained real‐world lead‐
ership experience, which   is crit‐
ical for entrepreneurs as well as
advantageous for highly compet‐
itive college   admissions.  

Seven business leaders spoke
on different aspects of entrepre‐
neurship and on creating   and nur‐
turing startup businesses (list is
provided below). These presenta‐
tions helped   the student campers
get a real‐world view of how
ideations turn into profitable busi‐
ness   outcomes and what it takes
to run a successful organization.    

Thirty student campers, ages 12
to 15, were then grouped into six
“founding” teams. Each student
“founder” was encouraged to come
up with a business or a product idea
before coming to the camp. The
founding teams learned to collab‐
orate with peers during the
ideation process — they debated
each other’s ideas, brainstormed
new ideas   and arrived at a team
consensus. Then each team began
to form their startup plan.   Both
the youth organizers and Foun‐
dation supervisors provided one‐
on‐one assistance to startup teams,
providing further insight and guid‐
ance to get to the presentation stage.  

On the third day, the teams built
their presentations which includ‐
ed: startup name and brand, its
team and mission, the problem
statement and proposed solution,
market size, pricing and packag‐
ing, go to market options and com‐
petition. Their presentations were
built leveraging materials from the
professional speakers, hands on
workshops, as well as the compa‐
ny tours they had taken. Finally,
each team pitched their startup
idea and business plan to a panel
of three judges as well as the par‐
ents. Awards were given under the
categories of Best Pitch, Best Inno‐
vative Idea and Best Business Plan.   

“I cannot believe the participants
put these pitches together in 3
days,” said judge Karthik Chand‐
hramoulie, Marketing Manager,
Google.  Also impressed was judge
Kevin Lee, VP Analytics, JP Morgan
Chase. Lee said, “The amazing
pitches just go to attest Shooting
Stars ability to kindle young entre‐
preneurial spirit!”

Youth Entrepreneur Camp allows students to
pitch start-up ideas to business professionals

A group of 30 students from various local high schools participated in the three-
day camp.

The winner of best startup pitch, Fresh Appetite.
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Gifts for teens 
benefits from 
Shark’s Raffle Night

By Jan Giroux
Special to the Times

I
t was a win‐win situation last month as
Gifts for Teens received $8,035.00 from
the Shark’s 50/50 raffle at their home game

at the Shark Tank. 
Gifts for Teens, a local nonprofit that pro‐

vides holiday gift bags to agencies that serve
homeless and low‐income San Jose teens, was
thrilled to be selected as a raffle recipient. The
monies collected from avid and community
minded Sharks fans will go a long way in pur‐
chasing sturdy duffle bags and a warm hood‐
ed sweatshirt for teens in December 2020.

In addition to the raffle, the Young Profes‐
sionals Board from the Sharks Foundation
helped Gifts for Teens prepare holiday gift
bags on December 7 in preparation for dis‐
tribution. Their enthusiasm and work ethic
was contagious as they worked along‐side
other community volunteers. 

As a result of all the volunteers, communi‐
ty, corporate and high school students, as well
as generous donations and school drives, Gifts
for Teens was able to distribute 1,336 holi‐
day gift bags and special gifts. Thank you to
all who gave of their time and funding to make
this past Christmas a little merrier for this

overlooked population.

Celebrate the New Year
with free trees from the
Arbor Day Foundation

Almaden residents can celebrate the New
Year with 10 free flowering trees by joining
the Arbor Day Foundation any time this month.   

By becoming a part of the nonprofit Arbor
Day Foundation, new members will receive
10 free flowering trees or five crapemyrtles.

The flowering trees include: two Sargent
crabapples, three American redbuds, two
Washington hawthorns and three white flow‐
ering dogwoods.

“These stunning trees will beautify your
home with lovely flowers of pink, yellow and
white colors,” said Matt Harris, chief execu‐
tive of the Arbor Day Foundation. “These trees
are perfect for large and small spaces.”

The free trees are part of the Foundation’s
Trees for America campaign.

The trees will be shipped postpaid at the
right time for planting, between February 1
and May 31, with enclosed planting instruc‐
tions. The 6‐ to 12‐inch tall trees are guaran‐
teed to grow or they will be replaced free of
charge. 

Members will also receive a subscription
to the Foundation’s bimonthly publication,
Arbor Day, and The Tree Book, which includes
information about tree planting and care.

To become a member of the Foundation
and to receive the free trees, send a $10 con‐
tribution by January 31st to: Ten Flowering
Trees, Arbor Day Foundation, 100 Arbor Ave.,
Nebraska City, NE 68410.

Residents can also join online at arbor‐
day.org/January. 

Grant contract 
saves sycamores 

The agreement between the San Jose City
and a grant contract with Santa Clara Valley
Open Space Authority has been completed.

The grant helps preserve the Sycamore Ter‐
race property on the northeast corner of
Almaden Expressway and Coleman Road.

“They have awarded the City of San Jose a
$300,000 grant to secure this area next to
Almaden Lake – an area I’m calling ‘Sycamore
Grove’ ‐ as a permanent part of Almaden Lake
Park,” said San Jose City Councilmember John‐
ny Khamis.   

The property is a prime location for both
expanded recreation and habitat restoration.
It’s accessible from Almaden Lake Regional
Park’s parking lot via the new Coleman Road
underpass, and adjacent to both the Guadalupe
River Trail and the Lake Almaden Trail. 

The City has not yet designed the future
park, but states that it will be consistent with
the Authority’s definition of outdoor recreation
and environmentally compatible develop‐
ment, and they will preserve the site’s native
California Sycamore trees.

Gifts for Teens volunteers (l to r) are: Kris Rosendin,
Kylie Kammerer and Lea Kammerer.  

Join the Santa Clara County Realtors Foundation to
help clean up Fontana Park on Saturday, Jan. 25

T
wice each year, volunteers from the Santa Clara County Realtors Foundation get
together to clean up Fontana Park – trimming bushes, raking leaves, pulling weeds,
light landscaping work – to ensure that the park continues to be an enjoyable gath‐

ering place for families.
Officer Jeffrey Fontana was a San Jose police officer who was killed in the line of duty

on October 28, 2001. In remembrance of his life and service, the City of San Jose devel‐
oped a Memorial Garden named in honor of Officer Fontana.

Tools, supplies, and breakfast including coffee will be provided, so you only need to
bring yourself and a friend! Here’s your chance to make a positive impact in the com‐
munity while also honoring fallen public servants. Please wear closed‐toe shoes. Rain or
shine.

Volunteer Onsite Registration: 8:45am; clean up: 9:00am – 11:00am; Location: Jeffrey
Fontana Park – Corner of Oakglen Way & Meridian Ave, San Jose, CA 95120.
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COMING SOON: 1044 Bluebird Avenue
Central Santa Clara Location: Don’t miss this 1,388 square foot single level ranch house, situated on
an oversized 7,194 square foot lot with 3 bedrooms and 2 full baths. Offered at: $1,648,000

SOLD IN ONE WEEK OVER LIST PRICE!
221 S. 24th Street
This one of a kind 1910 property has been
remodeled from top to bottom. Enjoy
state of the art amenities with old world
charm. 1,141 square feet of living space
offers 2 bedrooms and 2 baths and is situ-
ated on an oversized 7,636 square foot
fully landscaped lot.  An additional 1,140
square feet of unfinished space on the
lower level with endless opportunities.
This property has it all and is a must see!
Offered at: $948,000

SOLD!
1103 Reed Avenue, #B, Sunnyvale

This delightful first level condo

in the Sunny Meadow Complex

is perfect for a first-time buyer

and features 917 square feet

of functional living space, two

bedrooms and one

bath.Offered at: $690,000

SOLD - IDEAL SUNNYVALE LOCATION!
1147 Reed Avenue
Adorable first floor end unit in desirable 
Sunny Meadow complex. This home is ready
to move in with freshly painted interior and
new carpeting. 1,084 square feet of open liv-
ing space offers, three bedrooms and one-half
baths. The spacious living room with glass
sliding door to patio flows easily to dining
area.  Bright galley kitchen with tile floors, and
white cabinetry with solid surface counters. The
master bedroom features a walk-in closet and
attached full bath. Plus, an additional hall pow-
der room for guests. Spacious patio with extra
storage is perfect for year-round California out-
door dining. Offered at: $848,000
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Potential highway/
streets funding
diversion – and
how I’m fighting it!

By Johnny Khamis
Special to the Times

W
e have an important
vote coming up at City
Council at our last

meeting of the month, Tues‐
day, January 28, 2020, at 1:30
PM, when we will vote on a
memo I authored, along with
my colleagues, Vice Mayor
Jones and Councilmembers
Davis and Foley. We are call‐
ing on VTA to keep their com‐
mitment to the voters who
approved 2016’s Measure B by
making it clear that they will
not divert funds intended to
reduce traffic congestion or repair local
streets. 

As you may recall, Measure B was
approved in November 2016 with 71.74%
of the vote. The ballot text explicitly com‐
mitted a portion of the measure’s revenue
to “repair[ing] streets, fix[ing] potholes
[and]…reliev[ing] traffic on all 9 express‐
ways and key highway interchanges”. 

Unfortunately, with the New Year it
appears that there is a new (and disastrous)
idea gaining traction at the VTA Board of

Directors that has the potential to repurpose
the highway & streets funding that we were
promised.

During public comment at the December
5th VTA Board of Directors meeting, activists
were very vocal in seeking to divert des‐
perately‐needed highway funding in favor
of the Measure’s other transit priorities. In

reaction to this public com‐
ment, Supervisor Cortese, a
member of the VTA Board,
directed VTA staff to come back
to the Board on January 9th
with a declaration of a Climate
Emergency. It has since been
determined that the resolution
will instead be presented to
the Board at the February 6th
meeting. If the talk of creating
and passing this Climate Emer‐
gency resolution becomes a
reality, a total of $2 billion in
highway improvements and
street repairs could be divert‐
ed. Measure B already pro‐
grams over $1 billion for Cal‐

train improvements, and $500 million for
expanded and improved transit operations
– namely bus and paratransit service to sen‐
ior, disabled, transit‐dependent, and other
vulnerable populations.

Let me be clear:  Mass transit options and
carbon emissions reductions are important
regional priorities. Therefore, we must com‐
mit to delivering transportation projects as
described in the clear language of Measure

See KHAMIS, page 15

District 10
Report

Johnny Khamis,
City Councilmember
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New board oversees club activities
including Almaden Art & Wine Festival

T
he Almaden Valley Women’s Club
installed the 2020 Board of Directors on
Tuesday, Jan. 7 at their general meeting. 

The new board will oversee the
club activities including their big
fundraiser, the annual Almaden
Art & Wine Festival. This year’s
Festival will take place on Sunday,
Sept. 13, 2020 at Almaden Lake
Park.

“We are looking forward to
another successful community
event,” says Beth Swartz, newly
installed Vice President of
Fundraising. “We always enjoy see‐
ing the community come togeth‐
er to enjoy the festival while rais‐
ing funds for local area charities.” The annu‐
al festival raises money for local area non‐
profit organizations as well as scholarships
for community‐minded graduating seniors
from local area high schools.

The 2020 Almaden Valley Women’s Club
Board includes: Jenny Teixeira, President;
Beth Swartz, Vice President of Fundraising;
Jennifer Pearson, Vice President of Mem‐
bership; Kim Nelson, Vice President of Pro‐
grams; Lisa Boissier, Secretary; and Andreana
Popovich, Treasurer.

“I’m very excited to jump into the new year
with this fabulous new board,” says Presi‐
dent Jenny Teixeira. “I believe this board is

a reflection of the women in the Almaden Val‐
ley Women’s Club and the club is a reflec‐
tion of the women who live in the Almaden
area.”

Teixeira emphasized that the club is com‐
mitted to the community. “We get together

several times a month to talk about and work
on our festival, raising funds for improvement
in our community,” she says. “Together there
is no limit to what we can accomplish. I believe
this year will be one of our greatest years
and hope to see other women in the area join
us.”

The Almaden Valley Women’s Club is a
local organization open to women living in
the 95120, 95123, and 95118 zip codes. Mem‐
bers enjoy monthly programs, social activi‐
ties and new friendships as they work
towards the September festival.

For more information on the women’s club,
please visit: www.almadenwomen.org.

Times Community News

Almaden Women’s Club installs new board

The 2020 AVWC Board (left to right): Andreana Popovich,
Lisa Boissier, Kim Nelson, Beth Swartz, and Jenny Teixeira.
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By Nadia Lopez
Article courtesy of 
San José Spotlight

A
new poll obtained by San
José Spotlight shows District
10 candidate Matt Mahan

gaining steam in the open City
Council race to replace Coun‐
cilmember Johnny Khamis next
year.

The poll, funded by Innovation
for All, an independent expendi‐
ture committee organized by civic
leaders Carl Guardino, Jim Cunneen
and Edesa Bitbadal, shows Mahan
doubling support from likely vot‐
ers who were surveyed after being
informed about the candidate’s
backgrounds.

According to the poll, Mahan ini‐
tially received 24 percent support
for voters, but that figure doubled
to 46 percent after voters heard
biographical information about
him. Although he wouldn’t com‐
ment on the poll’s results, Mahan
said he was devoted to represent‐
ing the interests of District 10 res‐
idents.

“I am singularly focused on giv‐
ing voice to our neighborhoods,”
Mahan told San José Spotlight on
Wednesday. “When we bring the
common sense of our neighbors to
City Hall — we will make this city
much more effective in addressing
our core challenges, from home‐
lessness to traffic gridlock to afford‐
able housing.”

The recent online poll was split
between two time frames, taking
place Dec. 16‐18, 2019, and Jan. 2‐
5, 2020.

The new poll, conducted by FM3
Research, surveyed 305 likely 2020
District 10 primary election vot‐
ers. It found Republican business‐
woman Helen Wang initially
ranked second, earning 11 percent
support, but fell to third with 12
percent support after voters heard
biographical statements. Democ‐

rat Jenny Higgins Bradanini ini‐
tially came in last place, according
to the poll, earning 9 percent, but
climbed to second place with 16
percent after voters heard about
her background.

“I’ve been continually impressed
by Matt Mahan’s commitment to
improving his community while
also strengthening our economy
for everyone,” Guardino said. “Our
committee is proud to organize this
support for his campaign and we
are heartened — although not sur‐
prised — to see his strong early
lead.”

Although most voters are unfa‐
miliar with the candidates — 56
percent are undecided in the race
— the poll found Mahan has a
name‐recognition an advantage
over his challengers.

The poll found that 26 percent
of those surveyed have heard of
Mahan, 16 percent have heard of
Wang and 12 percent heard of Hig‐
gins Bradanini.

In terms of favorability, Mahan
ranked first with 19 percent, Wang
received 8 percent and Higgins
Bradanini netted 4 percent from
the voters surveyed.

“Overall, the poll shows Mahan
is well positioned to win the Dis‐
trict 10 City Council race,” said Dave
Metz and Lucia Del Puppo of FM3
research. “He starts out the best‐
known and most favorably viewed,
and holds a double‐digit lead in the

race. After additional positive infor‐
mation about all candidates, local
voters view Mahan even more
favorably and his lead expands dra‐
matically.”

Tech entrepreneur Mahan, 36,
originally from Watsonville, creat‐
ed Brigade, a platform for political
and civic engagement. Mark
Zuckerberg, a fellow former Har‐
vard University student, persuad‐
ed Mahan to create his own com‐
pany and blend a passion for pol‐
itics and policy with technology.
Mahan’s drive eventually led him
to settle in the world’s most rec‐
ognized tech hub, Silicon Valley.

Higgins Bradanini dismissed the
poll results Wednesday and, if elect‐
ed, vowed to work with San Jose
lawmakers to protect Coyote Val‐
ley’s open space from development
and to keep neighborhoods safe.

“When special interests want to
support their cultivated candidate,
they work to develop a narrative
that puts their candidate at the top,”
she told San José Spotlight. “I am
not interested in knowing the
results of a poll conducted by those
same corporate interests that con‐
tinue to support more taxes on our
families and put profits before peo‐
ple.”

A longtime volunteer and active
mother, raising nearly a million
dollars for the Leukemia & Lym‐
phoma Society, Higgins Bradanini

See MAHAN, page 15
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Poll: Candidate Matt Mahan leads 
San Jose City Council District 10 race

Photo courtesy of Matt Mahan
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Carl Guardino to
step down as CEO
of Silicon Valley
Leadership Group

Carl Guardino is calling it quits!
Guardino announced that he’s retiring as

Silicon Valley Leadership Group’s CEO as
soon as the industry association selects a suc‐
cessor.

Guardino, 58, made the decision to step
down after conferring with his family over
the holidays.

During his 23 year tenure, Guardino has
worked with four San Jose mayors and five
California governors. He doubled the size of
SVLG membership and emerged as a promi‐
nent voice for Silicon Valley in Washington
DC. Guardino fought for jobs, affordable
housing and efficient transportation.    

Some of the long‐running local fundrais‐
ers started by Guardino include the Silicon
Valley Turkey Trot, the Santa Run and Salad
Bars for Schools Program. 

“The decision to step down as CEO of our
Silicon Valley Leadership Group has not been
made lightly,” he wrote to the board. “Only
after much contemplation, prayer and reflec‐
tion with my family have I come to the con‐
clusion that this chapter of my profession‐
al life will soon come to an end.

“I remain brimming with energy and insa‐

Carl Guardino has held the top job at Silicon Val-
ley Leadership Group since 1997.

tiably curious, so whatever role might lie
ahead for me will undoubtedly be a great
challenge and an equally great opportunity
to add value. Yet, no matter where my next
role may be, I will always be this organiza‐
tion’s biggest supporter.”

“In Carl’s 23 years of leadership, I don’t
know of another human being who has had
a greater impact for the good of our valley,
spearheading initiatives for badly‐needed
transit investment, affordable housing, edu‐
cation improvements, philanthropy, or sim‐
ply bringing together 25,000 people who
delight in running together on a Thanks‐
giving morning,” said San Jose Mayor Sam
Liccardo.  

Guardino said he will stay at the helm for
at least six months until the board finds a
replacement. 
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was also a policy aide for former Coun‐
cilmember Don Rocha, before running for
the District 10 seat.

Higgins Bradanini, president of Women’s
March San Jose, revealed nearly a month
ago that she was involved in the Dec. 16
fatal car collision that killed 66‐year‐old
Tim Starkey. Although she was not arrest‐
ed, the District Attorney’s office confirmed
in an email that her case was still under
investigation.

Wang, a longtime business owner and

registered nurse, also could not be reached
for comment. Wang worked in the medical
field for more than 30 years, also serving
on San Jose’s Small Business Task Force,
the Tenant Protection Task Force in Mil‐
pitas and as president of the Silicon Valley
Chinese Technology and Business Associ‐
ation (SVCTBA).

A former contender, financial adviser
Vinh Do, ended his campaign weeks ago after
revealing that his fiancée was sick and being
tested for cancer.

Contact Nadia Lopez at nadia@sanjos‑
espotlight.com or follow @n_llopez on Twit‑
ter.

Super Bowl‑themed 
refreshments to be served

T
win Oaks, Hollister’s first Active Adult
community is celebrating the opening
of their new models with a kickoff event,

open to the public, on Saturday February 1,
between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 

Visitors will have the opportunity to tour
the new models, chat with the Lifestyle Expert,
enjoy Super Bowl‐themed refreshments and
discover all the planned resort‐style ameni‐
ties that make this thoughtfully‐designed
community the best place for people over 55
to purchase their next home.

“Twin Oaks is a legacy project 20 years in
the making, and there’s nothing else like it in
Hollister,” explains Founder Marty Miller. 

“Our vision has always been to create a
beautiful community specifically designed for
adults who are looking for a place to pursue
their passions, make new friends, learn new
things, and really enjoy the next stage of their
lives, while living in close proximity to town,
good restaurants and activities. I believe we
have achieved all of that – and more.”

Working closely with WHA Architects, MHG
Builders and Blue Star Resort & Golf, the Twin
Oaks gated community, conveniently situat‐
ed just off Airline Highway, blends conven‐
ience, style and design.  Twin Oaks was named
after the two heritage oaks that will anchor
the future clubhouse named The Cannery
Club in honor of the many fruit and vegetable
packing firms that form the historic back‐
bone of Hollister. 

The clubhouse will feature a resort‐style
pool, demonstration kitchen, and indoor and
outdoor fitness areas. “Our residents will be
able to be as active or relaxed as they’d like,”
Marty explains. There will be something for
everyone.”

Marty will be at the event, along with his
son Jeff and daughter Amy, both of whom are
also very involved with the project. “This
event is a celebration which welcomes the
Hollister and surrounding San Benito com‐
munities to come check out Twin Oaks,” said
Marty. “For over a year, people passing  by
have seen a lot of construction, including a
perimeter wall going up, and have been curi‐
ous as to what it’s all about. Now is their
chance to discover all we have to offer.”

The community consists of just 168 single‐
story thoughtfully‐designed homes ranging
from 1,579 to 2,011 square feet.   Twin Oaks
offers five floor plans  each with three or four
distinct elevations featuring such special
amenities as an outdoor covered loggia,
pantries, and gourmet kitchens, to name a

few. 
“The homes are designed to be low main‐

tenance to make people’s lives easier,”
explained Marty. “Which means the time you
currently spend on housework can be spent
relaxing among friends and neighbors.”

The Models Opening Kickoff event is at the
Welcome Center at 2701 Red Oak Drive, Hol‐
lister, CA 95023. Visitors are asked to RSVP
in advance at TwinOaksHollister. com/Kick‐
off. To learn more, visit TwinOaksHollis‐

ter.com.

Hollister’s first active adult community
new home models kickoff February 1

Khamis
Continued from page 8
B. A Climate Emergency declaration must not
be used to change these voter‐approved pri‐
orities. After all, public transit, especially
busses, rely on quality streets and efficient
highways to fulfill their function in getting
cars off the street and reducing carbon emis‐
sions. 

VTA isn’t just a transit agency – it’s also
the county’s congestion management agency.
VTA already struggles to adequately address
congestion; diverting funds from our con‐
gested highways will only exacerbate the
issue.

As an elected official, I have committed my
tenure in office to promoting transparent and
honest government. It is my hope that Super‐
visor Cortese and the entirety of the board
share my convictions and see to it that the
Measure B promises are kept. I call upon all
county taxpayers to show their support for
our highways and roads at VTA’s upcoming
Board of Directors meeting on Thursday, Feb‐
ruary 6th. Without healthy roads and high‐
ways, you and I won’t be getting anywhere

on time, by transit or by car.

Councilmember Johnny Khamis presented a Cer-
tificate of Recognition to Mr. Duc Le, President of
QNDN Association, at the QNDN Lunar New Year
Festival on January 12. He added to those who cel-
ebrate Lunar New Year a wish for a year filled with
happiness, wealth, longevity, and good fortune.
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property transfer tax due to her
frustration with the city waiving
affordable housing impact fees for
downtown high‐rise developers.
“When our city council…agreed to
waive impact fees of $67 million
and turns around and asks our res‐
idents to pay more taxes for afford‐
able housing…I can’t support that,”
she said.

Matt Mahan
Businessman Matt Mahan is con‐

cerned with the high cost of hous‐
ing, homelessness, traffic conges‐
tion, crumbling infrastructure,
property crime, and fiscal chal‐
lenges. Mahan sees everything as
interconnected: Public safety is
also a staffing and budget issue,
and while San Jose needs jobs to
grow, there is a housing imbal‐
ance. “The County added eight jobs
for every one housing unit we’ve
built,” he said, “so working class
people are pushed out as more
workers come here and compete
for the same limited stock of hous‐
ing.” He agrees that housing needs
to be denser, near transit down‐
town as sprawl would impact traf‐
fic and air pollution. Mahan is in
favor of building long‐term men‐
tal home facilities. “I did a police
ride‐along and saw the revolving
door of picking people up, drop‐
ping them off at Valley Med,” he
said. “They’re there for up to 72
hours just to get hydrated and
they’re right back on the street.
It’s costing us tens of thousands of
dollars a year per homeless per‐
son and we’re not making their
lives any better.” Regarding city
finances, Mahan is in favor of annu‐
al audits and self‐contained, self‐
funding pension funding liability. 

Helen Wang
Helen Wang, small business task

force advisor for the City of San Jose,
found running a small business
challenging in San Jose. Wang is in
favor of limiting the red tape and
taxation businesses face. Public
safety and helping the homeless are
also important to Wang. Acknowl‐
edging that San Jose needs more

police, Wang suggests the city sub‐
contract from the County’s Sher‐
iff’s office and use county jails. She
suggests using St. Louise Region‐
al Hospital as a mental hospital or
rehab location for the homeless
and offering job training. “We need
to fix the problem rather than just
moving homeless people from
location to location,” she said, “or
putting the mentally ill in jail.” 

State Senate District 15 Candi‑
dates: Nora Campos, Dave Cortese,
Tim Gildersleeve, Johnny Khamis 

Nora Campos
Public safety is a hallmark of Cal‐

ifornia State Assembly member
Nora Campos. During her 10‐year
tenure on the city council, she
worked to increase the police
department. She served as Chair
of Public Safety in the Assembly.
“Public safety truly is a priority for
me,” she said. The author of Tiny
Homes, Campos also views afford‐
able housing as a priority. With
mental health counseling and job
training, it is a one stop shop for
individuals to get back on their
feet. 

Dave Cortese
Santa Clara Supervisor Dave

Cortese worked with Vice Mayor
Pat Dando on Measure P, which
paid for San Jose’s community cen‐
ters. In 2002, he chaired the pub‐
lic safety bond campaign respon‐
sible for additional fire stations
and the police substation. While
serving on the Board of Supervi‐
sors, he co‐chaired the campaign
for Measure A’s Affordable Hous‐
ing Bond. The $950 million hous‐
ing bond included $700 million for
extremely low‐income housing,
funding 2,000 units for the home‐
less. “We’ll have three times as
many before we’re done,” he said.
Cortese spoke at the United
Nations, delivering a call to action
for local governments around the
world on the issue of climate
change. 

Tim Gildersleeve
Tim Gildersleeve views housing

as a human right and unions as a
tool to combat inequality. He favors
tuition‐free education, universal 

See FORUM, page 23

Candidates for San Jose City Council District 10 (l to r) Jenny Higgins Ban-
dani, Matt Mahan and Helen Wang.
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success in significantly decreasing home‐
lessness, and if elected, would focus on this.

Gildersleeve said that Jesus Christ’s exam‐
ple of serving others inspires him to serve.
Pro‐union and pro‐environment, he believes
tuition‐free education, universal health care
and housing are human rights. He said he
would represent fellow renters in Sacra‐
mento. 

“Rents are going sky‐high,” he said, “and
need to be controlled.”

Howell, President of Exatron, considers
himself a citizen statesman. An ardent sup‐
porter of President Donald Trump, he found‐
ed the Tea Party of Silicon Valley. He sees
homelessness as a compelling problem in
San Jose. 

Khamis views himself as a strong, inde‐
pendent voice at San Jose City Hall. He has
focused on fiscal accountability, preserving
open space in Coyote Valley and public safe‐
ty. 

“We need to work together on solving
homelessness,” he said. 

Ravel considers herself the most qualified
candidate as she’s served in all levels of gov‐
ernment and has written legislation that’s
passed with bipartisan support. 

“I know how to get things done,” she said.
Education
Although all the candidates agreed that

teachers are underpaid and education needs
to be a priority, they differ on how to improve
it.

Campos said every school needs a top‐
notch STEM (science, technology, engineer‐
ing and math) program to prepare students
for the jobs of tomorrow. Cortese said he’s
proud of creating 200 homework centers in
the county and bringing counseling servic‐
es to schools. Del Valle believes public schools
can succeed if funding is provided, while
Gildersleeve called out California’s public
schools as being poor in per‐pupil spending
at 41st in the nation. 

“If the public education system can’t get
its act together, vouchers may be put to vot‐
ers,” Gildersleeve said. 

Howell is a proponent of charter schools
and parent choice. Khamis said too much
funding is spent on administration and dupli‐
cated services at the 19 school districts in
San Jose. Ravel blamed teachers’ low salaries
on their retirement funding coming out of
school budgets.

Government spending
When asked what to do with the state’s

$22 billion budget surplus, Campos suggested
spending it on education and housing.

“Teachers are leaving because they can’t
afford to live here,” she said. “Designate
money to cities dedicated to housing for
teachers.”

Cortese said the $22 billion is a reserve
against an economic downturn. 

“You can’t budget to the best year, but to
the mean,” he said.

Gildersleeve would keep a portion of the
funding in reserve for pension liability and
fund transportation and housing. Khamis
said that while the state saved billions by emp‐
tying out prisons, it reneged on its promise
of providing rehabilitation. 

“When people leave prison, if they’re not
given a job or drug addiction programs,

they’re going to do the same thing they went
to jail for, or become homeless,” Khamis said.
“What are their options? The state is failing
on this. We need to do more.”

Ravel said tech companies like Apple who
don’t pay their fair share of property taxes
need to step up. 

High‑speed Rail
The candidates are divided over high‐speed

rail. Campos, Cortese, Gildersleeve and Ravel
believe high‐speed rail is essential for alle‐
viating traffic, housing, and climate issues. 

With 157,000 vehicles commuting daily
from the Central Valley to the Bay Area,
Cortese doesn’t consider high‐speed rail a
bad idea, provided federal funding helps
build it.

“People come here to work from the Cen‐
tral Valley where there aren’t enough jobs,”
said Ravel. “They shouldn’t have to be in traf‐
fic for three hours. We need to invest in trans‐
portation.”

“The problem,” said Cortese, “is the state
doesn’t have the money…and the federal
government hasn’t had a transportation
authorization bill in years.” 

Khamis and Yoder have a different per‐
spective. 

“In 2008, voters were sold a bill of goods,”
said Khamis. “They said high‐speed rail will
come to San Jose for $33 billion. Now it’s
estimated at over $120 to $130 billion. I think
we need to invest in newer and more effi‐
cient technologies.” 

Yoder was more succinct: “Hell no,” he
said. “It’s a complete waste of money.” 

Public safety
Campos is proud of her record on public

safety. While serving on the city council, she
created funding for new officers. In the
Assembly, as Chair for public safety, her pri‐
ority was to funnel millions of dollars to com‐
munities for infrastructure.

“If we’re not providing wages and retire‐
ment security for police officers, they leave,”
said Cortese, who doesn’t think San Jose is
adequately staffing its police department. 

“Have you tried to report a property
crime?” he says. “No one comes out.”

Del Valle said that the County should be
cooperating with state and federal laws. He
also believes that the implementation of Cal‐
ifornia Proposition 47, which reduced non‐
violent property crimes—including theft for
amounts up to $950—from a felony to a mis‐
demeanor, along with Proposition 57, which
allows parole consideration for nonviolent
felons, including credits for rehabilitation,
good behavior, and education, have done a
disservice to our community. 

“People need to respect the law,” he said,
“so we have a more civil society.”

Gildersleeve agreed. He believes Prop 47
was a mistake and is responsible for the
increase in auto break‐ins. 

“We need to subsidize city police officers,”
he said, “and increase educational and job
opportunities for at‐risk youth.”

Khamis said that the police force boasts
three academies and currently has 1,115
officers. The burglary unit has been rein‐
stated, and the City has implemented crime
prevention programs including after‐school
programs in low‐income areas. He said that
he helped pay for a summer education pro‐
gram for at‐risk youth out of his council budg‐
et and provided 1,000 summer jobs for at‐
risk youth last year. 

He supports the California Criminal Sen‐
tencing, Parole, and DNA Collection Initia‐
tive, which adds crimes to the list of violent
felonies for which early parole is restricted
and requires DNA collection for certain mis‐
demeanors.

Ravel said that regarding Prop 47, people
didn’t consider that home burglary is an
assault on individuals and makes the com‐
munity feel unsafe. Regarding Prop 57, she
agreed that essential rehabilitation was not
provided. 

“When people are released from jail,” she
said, “if they can’t re‐enter society with jobs,
places to live, and treatment, they’re not
going to be productive.”

Yoder said that society is failing to sup‐
port officers both in funding and systemat‐
ically. 

“If they arrest somebody, the whole sys‐
tem is working against them,” he said. “We
need to take a stand and have the willpow‐
er to say, ‘We’re not going to tolerate crime.
We need to support our officers and let them
do their jobs.”

Housing
The candidates agreed that high‐density

housing is needed along transit corridors to
alleviate the housing crisis and that there
are currently too many regulations and fees. 

“Cities are not meeting their housing ele‐
ment plans,” said Campos. “The state has to
be a partner in it and we’re holding our local
governments accountable for getting hous‐
ing in the pipeline.”

Cortese agreed that the state needs to look
for ways to streamline the process for hous‐
ing production.

“We’re not building housing nearly as fast
as we’re creating jobs,” he said. “The State
tells us if we don’t start getting housing pro‐
duction up, we will fall 600,000 homes short
of the housing we need. We need housing
now.” 

He is in favor of SB 50, which would author‐
ize the development of multifamily projects
(4‐plexes) and a streamlined approval
process.

“We need to look at what we’re regulat‐
ing and decide how practical it is,” said Del

Valle. 
“High‐density housing is the way to go if

people want to protect open space,” said
Gildersleeve. 

Khamis said high development fees, and
frivolous lawsuits that exploit the flaws of
the California Environmental Quality Act—
costing hundreds of thousands of dollars in
legal fees and years of litigation—need to be
dramatically reduced. He is proud of the city
increasing the number of auxiliary dwelling
units (granny units) from 5 a year to almost
400. 

Ravel said that communities should have
a say in their zoning, with the housing cri‐
sis, the state can mandate the amount of
housing stock each community should pro‐
duce. 

“Counties and cities should give up unused
properties for housing,” she said.

Yoder also focused on exuberant building
fees. He said a housing developer told him
that 40 percent of housing costs are due to
requirements and fees. 

Leland High School students moderated
final questions from the audience. Senior
Adrian Rafizadeh said he appreciated the
chance to become informed as he’ll be vot‐
ing in the election.

Sanctuary City 
“California is a sanctuary state and I sup‐

port the law,” said Campos. “Anyone who
commits a crime should be prosecuted to
the fullest. What I don’t want us to do is to
profile people based upon their ethnicity.”

Cortese said that Santa Clara County is
constitutional when it comes to due process
and can’t detain anyone beyond their judi‐
cial release date due to possible immigra‐
tion status. 

“Everybody who is apprehended for a seri‐
ous crime is prosecuted to the full extent of
the law,” he said. “No one is shielded.”

“I know people in the Latino community
because I am one,” said Del Valle. “We’ve
been talking about following the rules and
being accountable, and then suddenly we’re
going to be very flexible regarding how we
go about immigration and sanctuary cities?

See DEBATE, page 18

L-R: Tim Gildersleeve, Ken Del Valle, Dave Cortese and Nora Campos debate at a recent AVCA meeting.
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I was raised under values pro‐
moting being accountable.” 

Gildersleeve said the idea of a
sanctuary city is a biblical concept
from the Five Books of Moses. 

“We need to be willing to help
those in desperate need,” he said.
“If a person is trying to escape vio‐
lence, extreme poverty, and hor‐
rible conditions in their country, I
favor sanctuary cities,” he said.
“For criminals and drug dealers,
that’s out. I’m very much opposed
to that.”

Howell, Yoder said, would be
firmly against sanctuary cities and
the idea that a city can decide which
federal laws it follows.

Khamis said he supported the
City’s sanctuary policy with not
asking people to prove their citi‐
zenship if they are pulled over for
speeding. However, he would like
the County to change its policy on
violent criminals and release those
prisoners to the custody of feder‐
al agents. 

“We don’t want a situation
where people are afraid,” said
Ravel. “Law enforcement should
work with U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement (ICE), go
into jails, and ask for immigration
status information. That is differ‐
ent than the County or the City try‐
ing to turn in individuals.” 

Proposition 13 property tax
overhaul 

Campos said that she would only
support Prop 13 if it protected
small businesses. Cortese would
leave residential taxes as is but

reassess commercial properties.
He objects to extremely success‐
ful high‐tech firms like Apple and
eBay raking in billions in profits
and paying the same property tax
as senior citizens.  

“It’s time we changed that,” he
said. 

Gildersleeve, favors a revised
Prop 13 and taxation in general.
He agreed that small businesses
should not be affected. Howell
would be against raising taxes, said
Yoder. Khamis and Ravel both said
they are against revising Prop 13.

“Everyone thinks changing the
tax rate on businesses won’t hurt
anyone but the businesses,” said
Khamis. “But if they can’t make a
profit, they go out of business, so,
they’ll raise rents. If dry cleansers
and Burger King have to pay high‐
er rates, you’ll have to pay higher
prices for your drying cleaning and
hamburgers. The people who real‐
ly have to pay are you.”

Khamis adds that as the state
already has a budget surplus, why
would it ask for more money? 

“Let’s live within our means,” he
said, “and be accountable for the
money we are spending.” 

AVCA Vice President Michele
Dexter said that the organization
strives to inform and educate res‐
idents so they can make intelligent
decisions on voting and take
responsibility for their govern‐
ment. 

“We’ve been having candidate
forums for decades,” she said, “to
make sure people are aware of
important issues and to bring can‐
didates and government to
Almaden Valley.”

L-R: Ann Ravel, Johnny Khamis and Doug Yoder (standing in for Robert Howell)
debate the issues.

Please
recycle

this 
newspaper!

Support your 
community news
by advertising:
(408) 494-7000



ALMADEN TIMES n JAN. 24 - FEB. 6, 2020 n PAGE 19SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 n ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COM

Times Cmmunity News

Want to 
submit a 

news item
for the 

Almaden Times?
Press day: February 5, 2020
Deadline: February 2, 2020

Write to editorial@timesmediainc.com

The Almaden Senior Association mem‑
bers are a diverse group of enthusiastic,
active, 50+ adults who enjoy new learn‑
ing opportunities, new experiences, and
new adventures. 

Membership in the Almaden Senior Asso‑
ciation offers discounts and opportunities
to enjoy . . . 

•  exercise classes for all levels of ability;
•  lunches and other social programs

organized and run by members of the Associ‐
ation;

•  book clubs, cooking, computer and photography classes;
•  trips to local and not so local places of interest such as the Steinbeck Museum

in Salinas, Whale Watching in Monterey, casino trips and more.

As a member you’re encouraged to help plan these activities and suggest new
ones to enjoy. The Senior Association Philanthropy Program set up a process to
donate funds to other non‐profit organizations that reflect our mission.

Connected
We enjoy meeting new people, making new connections and getting involved. All
volunteer opportunities are based on your time and energy commitment. Fees for
classes, trips and social events are kept low because of senior volunteer participa‐
tion and membership strength.

Stop by the main desk at the Almaden Community Center and ask for an applica‐
tion today. Yearly dues of $10 are returned to you by discounts to most of the pro‐
grams  you participate in.

Join us today, meet new people and get involved with classes and programs that
will enhance your life  and open new doors.

For more information, go to www.almadenseniors.org
Contact via email: alamadenseniors1@gmail.com

By Sean Hathaway
Special to the Times

I
t’s ok if you don’t know who
Larry Fink is. Most don’t. But,
he is one of the many old white

billionaires (OWB) accumulating
in our country. It’s difficult to
detect how their actions impact
us, but they do. BTW, I have noth‐
ing against OWB’s. In fact, each
one I’ve ever really taken the time
to understand is off‐the‐charts
intelligent, and generally good
intentioned. I even listened to an
interview with Charles Koch, who
I previously understood to be the
devil, and now believe he is
severely misunderstood. 

Back to Larry Fink; he is the
CEO of BlackRock, a company that
controls over $7 trillion of invest‐
ment dollars; only the US and
China have annual GDP higher
than that. 

Each year he writes an open
letter to CEOs’ ‐‐ a presumptu‐
ous act in nature ‐‐ but hey, here
we are talking about it. In very
short, his letter from last week
says: 

● Climate change is real and it’s
a defining factor in companies’
long term prospects.

● Climate change is causing a
fundamental reshaping of finance,
AND 

● There will be a significant
reallocation of capital as a result.

“Reallocation of Capital” is
finance jargon meaning investors
are beginning to prioritize envi‐
ronmental responsibility and sus‐
tainability over profitability. This
is a concept economists, business
leaders and society have debat‐
ed the merits of heavily during the
last century. Milton Friedman
famously summarized: 

“There is one and only one
social responsibility of business
‐‐ to use its resources and engage
in activities designed to increase
its profits." 

Fink overtly states as example
that Blackrock will be “exiting
investments that present a high
sustainability‐related risk, such as
thermal coal producers.” Jeez;
sucks to be a coal producer I guess. 

This isn’t just Fink. Also, this last
week, Tom Steyer emphasized in
the democratic debates that fight‐
ing climate would be his number
one priority as President and
Satya Nadella the CEO of
Microsoft committed to eliminate
Microsoft’s carbon emissions and
invest $1 billion in climate ini‐
tiatives. Microsoft actually cited
the Xbox as one of its largest car‐
bon footprints. Who would’ve

thought? 
These are not entirely new con‐

cepts to finance. The Dow Jones
began publishing in 1999 global
sustainability indexes based on
their environmental, social and
governance practices (known as
ESG criteria). Mr. Fink’s compa‐
ny Blackrock offers ETFs, for
example, that are based on these
ESG indexes and can even exclude
businesses involving alcohol,
tobacco, gambling, firearms and
adult entertainment. 

We are in the midst of a para‐
digm shift in thinking: acknowl‐
edging that real‐economic value
can and will be derived from
social impact. And we should go
ahead and thank the millennials,
led by Greta Thunberg 17 year
old Swedish environmental
activist and 2019 Time Person of
the Year, for driving us here hard
and fast.

Personally, I have not histori‐
cally advocated an investment
approach that is “environmen‐
tally conscious”. Not because I’m
opposed to it, but more because
I subscribed to the Milton Freid‐
man and Adam Smith school of
thought. And it just didn’t seem
that practical: Do I boycott a com‐
pany that uses Styrofoam pack‐
aging? I’m now amenable to an
ESG investment approach,
because I think doing something
is better than nothing and there
could be financial rewards. Good
excuse to buy a Tesla as well.  

Questions relating to this col‑
umn can be directed to Sean Hath‑
away, Financial Planning and
Investment Advisor; (971) 409‑
4180; or visit: www.HathawayFi‑
nancial.com. 

Ferguson of
Almaden named 
to Dean's List at 
University of 
New England

Gillian Ferguson of Almaden has
been named to the Dean's List for
the 2019 fall semester at the Uni‐
versity of New England. 

Dean's List students have
attained a grade point average of
3.3 or better out of a possible 4.0
at the end of the semester.

The University of New England
is Maine's largest private univer‐
sity, featuring two distinctive cam‐
puses in Maine, Tangier, Moroc‐
co, and an array of innovative offer‐
ings online. 

ENVIRONMENTAL FINANCE 

Doesn’t matter what your politics are: 
The environment is front and center now 
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CAMPBELL UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST
400 W. Campbell Ave.
Campbell, CA 95008
(408) 378-4418
Pastor: Rev. Naomi
Schulz
No Matter Where You Are
On Life’s Journey, You
Are Welcome Here!
We are an Open and
Affirming Congregation,
and celebrate members of
the LGBTQ+ Community.
Joy-filled worship every
Sunday at 10:00 AM, with
communion open to all.
Join Pastor Naomi for
tea/coffee at Orchard Val-
ley cafe in Campbell dur-
ing community drop-in
office hours from 11 AM
to 1 PM on most Tues-
days.
Our ministries/activities
include:
• Bible study on the sec-
ond and fourth Wednes-
day of every month, at
6PM.
• A Food Pantry serving
anyone in need--open Tu/
Th/ Sa 10:00 AM to
Noon.
• Lighted Window Pro-
ductions featuring uplift-
ing concerts, thought-
provoking theater produc-
tions, informative lec-

tures, and even an occa-
sional karaoke night--all in
a wholesome environ-
ment.  
Our activities flow from
our core values:
• Extravagant Joy
• Passionate Faith
• Loving Respect
• Deep Connectedness 
• Intentional Growth 
• Shared Laughter 
Visit us at our web site at:
church@campbellucc.org
or better yet, visit us at
our worship services on
Sundays at 10:00 AM.
Coffee, refreshments, and
conversation always, right
after service.

CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH OF ALMADEN
VALLEY, UCC
6581 Camden Ave., San
Jose, CA 95120. Pastor,
Rev. Marty Williams, 408
268 0243.
www.ccavucc.org.
We are a welcoming
church with a progressive
approach to faith, worship
and giving to our local
community. We are proud
to be UCC, Open and
Affirming (O&A) and wel-
come members of the
LGBT community. We
support local LifeMoves
(formerly InnVision) Shel-
ter Feedings once a
month, San Francisco
Night Ministry, Second

Harvest Food Bank,
Church World Service,
and Communities
Responding to End Pover-
ty.
Worship Sunday, 9:00 AM
followed by fellowship
and refreshments. 1st
Sunday in Worship: Holy
Communion
2nd Sunday in Worship:
Folks Choir and Potluck
Sunday.
Tuesdays, AA Meetings,
8:15 - 9:15 PM.
Wednesdays, 9:30 AM,
Women’s Study Group.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
5351 Carter Ave., San
Jose 95118
408.265.5837
www.bibleroad.org
We strive to be a group of
Christians that love and
honor God and Jesus
Christ in our daily lives.
We assemble each Sun-
day to encourage each
other through singing,
studying, praying and
sharing in the Lord’s sup-
per. Simple—just like
what one reads about in
the New Testament.
Bible class at 9:30 AM
Worship at 10:30 AM
Located in south San
Jose near Kooser Rd. and
Camden Ave. (behind the
Almaden Valley Athletic
Club). Come make new
Christian friends!

THE EPISCOPAL
CHURCH IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave. San
Jose, CA 95120.  The
Rev. Shelley Booth Den-
ney, Rector Phone:408-
268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal Church
in Almaden (ECA), we are
joyful followers of Jesus
Christ. Through worship,
study, fellowship and out-
reach, we strive to nur-
ture and grow a strong
faith community of believ-
ers, a family of all ages,
where each member feels
welcomed, loved, valued
and empowered to serve.
Children are especially
welcomed and cherished
as an important part of
God's family. All junior
high and senior high stu-
dents are welcome to
participate in our Youth
Groups. During the
school year we have joint
Sunday School with our
sister church, the Con-
gregational Church of
Almaden Valley, UCC. The
Episcopal Church in
Almaden offers the fol-
lowing regular opportuni-
ties for worship: Sunday
at 7:30AM and 10:45AM,
Holy Communion service.
Each Sunday service is
followed by a coffee hour
for friendship and conver-
sation.

EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
CENTER (EIC)
http://www.eicsanjose.org
2486 Ruby Ave, San Jose
CA 95148. 
(408) 239-6668
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum",
which means "Peace be
upon you".
Q) What is Islam, who are
Muslims, and what is the
Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and
way of life. It is the last in
the line and a continuation
of the Abrahamic faiths.
People who follow Islam
are called Muslims. The
Quran is the Divine book
that guides all mankind to
come closer to their cre-
ator.
Please visit our website to
learn more. 

FIRST CHURCH 
DOWNTOWN
Worshipping at 55 N. 7th
Street, in downtown San
Jose.  (Horace Mann
school) firstchurchdown-
town.com
Telephone: (408) 294-
7254 x310. We are a
community serving the
Christ from the heart of
the City, working to know
Jesus and make Jesus
known by serving, wor-
shipping, and learning
together.  Worship servic-
es are at 10:00 AM at the
Horace Mann Community
Center (7th and Santa
Clara Streets). Worship
includes both contempo-
rary and traditional music,
a message that is relevant
to real life, based in the
Bible, and meaningful to
people of all ages and
backgrounds.  We work in
our community to provide
real assistance and long-
term, life-saving solutions:
food, housing, counsel-
ing, and spiritual direction.
Our children's & families'
ministries include Sunday
classes, outdoor family
activities such as bike
rides and fishing trips.
Come, Make a Difference
and feel the difference
God can make in your life!

GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchSJ.net
See you on Facebook
2650 ABORN ROAD at
Kettmann, across from
Evergreen Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for
over 50 Years. John S
Goldstein, Pastor
Christian Worship every

Sunday at 11.00 am
Together let us build lives
toward excellence!
Music Institute
(408) 791-7772
After School lessons on
Piano, Violin, Viola, Flute
PreSchool, Age 2-6
years. Caring for your
child with God’s love and
affection.

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our
promise to our members.
If you are looking for an
active Christian faith
community, we invite
you to experience Holy
Spirit Parish Community.
All are welcome! We are
located at 1200 Red-
mond Avenue, San Jose,
CA 95120. Mass is cele-
brated at 8:30 a.m. Mon-
day - Friday. Our week-
end Mass schedule is
Saturday 5 p.m., Sunday
8 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30
a.m. and 6 p.m. Rite of
Reconciliation is every
Saturday at 4 p.m. or by
appointment. Our Parish
Office is open Monday -
Thursday 8:30 a.m. -
4:30 p.m. and Friday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Call 408-997-5100 for
recorded information or
408-997-5101 to speak
with someone in our
parish office. Information
on Faith Formation for
children and adults can
be obtained by calling
our Catechetical Office at
408-997-5115. Get in
the loop with our 3sixty
High School Youth Min-
istry by calling 408-997-
5106. Holy Spirit School
serves grades Pre-K
through 8th, and is locat-
ed at 1198 Redmond
Avenue. You can reach
the school office at 408-
268-0794.

THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir  
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646 
English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 &
11:00 AM
Spanish Service:
11:00 AM
Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM
Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM
Mandarin Service:
11:00AM
Youth Extreme Point
(7th-12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

SAINT ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH
We invite you to become
a part of our hospitable,
intimate Catholic parish.
We are a caring commu-

nity, promoting spiritual
growth, reaching out to
people in need and
whereyou get to know
peopleby name. We
offer children's religious
education (CREATE);
Youth Ministry (BLAST
& X-STATIC); Scripture
Study (day & evening);
Senior's Group and
many other adult min-
istries as well. Saint
Anthony parish is locat-
ed in Almaden Valley at
20101 McKean Road,
San Jose, 95120. Our
weekend Masses are at
4 p.m. on Saturday at
our historic church at
21800 Bertram Road in
New Almaden, CA
95042 and on Sunday at
8:30 a.m.,10:30 a.m.,
and 5:30 p.m. at the
McKean Road location.
Our Parish Office is open
Monday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
and Tuesday thru Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. and
1 - 4 p.m. For more infor-
mation, stop by the
Parish Office or call
(408) 997-4800, or visit
our website at www.
churchstanthony.com.
Fr. Larry Hendel, Pastor.

SAN JOSE GURDWARA
3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148 The
word Sikh (see-kh) means
"disciple" or "student." A
Sikh is a practitioner of the
faith founded in the 15th
century by Guru Nanak in
Punjab of old British India.
A Guru who is a "teacher"
or "enlightener" completes
the relationship of teach-
ing and learning.  Sikhism
is monotheistic and
stresses the equality of all
men and women. Sikhs
believe in three basic prin-
ciples; meditating on the
name of God (praying),
earning a living by honest
means and sharing the
fruits of one's labor with
others. Currently there  are
close to one million Sikhs
living in the USA and
Canada and 25 million
Sikhs living around the
world. Sikhism is the 5th
largest religion in the
world.  At the Gurdwara
(House of God) in San
Jose we welcome all. We
pray daily for peace and
prosperity for everybody
in the world.  Come to
visit and enjoy Langer
(food) in our kitchen
which is open 365 days of
the year and serves com-
plementary vegetarian
meals.  We also encour-
age you to enter our histo-
ry room on site and walk

the beautiful grounds.
Learn more about us and
community events we
sponsor by visiting our
website; http://www. San-
JoseGurdwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
CATHOLIC CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., 
San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1562. 
www.stfrancisofassisi.com
or www.stfrancis
ofassisipreschool.org
We invite you to join our
community of faith located
in the Evergreen area of
San Jose. We are an
inclusive diverse commu-
nity striving to serve as
Disciples of Jesus Christ
in the footsteps of St.
Francis, offering prayerful
and joyful liturgies; evan-
gelization, fellowship, and
service opportunities to
the community. We offer
spiritual opportunities for
all ages, including chil-
dren's liturgy, dynamic
E.C.H.O - Jr. High, IGNITE
- High School and North
Star -Young Adult Min-
istries, along with small
faith communities and
opportunities to help the
poor and marginalized of
San Jose. Our Preschool
is the only Catholic Pre-
school offering quality
family oriented service in
the Evergreen and Silver
Creek areas. Our Chapel,
Gathering Hall, Parish
Office, Mission Center,
Parish Gift Shop, Memori-
al Garden and Preschool
are all located at 5111
San Felipe Rd. Please
come join us to worship
at one of the following
times and locations: 
St. Francis of Assisi
Chapel: Saturday 5:00PM,
Sunday 8:30 AM, 10:30
AM, 12:30 PM, 4:00 PM
(Mass in Vietnamese),
6:00 PM Youth Mass
St. Francis of Assisi Gath-
ering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM, Sun-
day11:00AM, Igbo Mass -
Second Sunday of the
month 12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange -
2840 Aborn Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated Com-
munity (Cribari Auditori-
um) Sunday 8:15 AM
For more information,
please call or visit us at
the Parish Mission Center
open M-F 9:00 AM -12:00
PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM.
Come join us and share
your presence with us so
that together we may grow
and share our gifts to help
build God's Kingdom!

For Worship
listing 
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Serving Almaden Valley since 1995

(408) 254-1949
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DAN 
WALKER

Realtor® CalBRE #00758244

(408) 892-4813 
Dan.Walker@cbnorcal.com

KRAIG 
CONSTANTINO

kcreteam@gmail.com
www.KraigsListings.com

(408) 219-9122

A
lm
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SUSAN
BOERNER

(408) 921-7619
compass.com/agents/susan-boerner/

Susan.boerner@compass.com

THERESE 
SWAN

tswan@apr.com
AlmadenValleyRealEstate.com

(408) 656-8240

MARGARET &
DAVID YOST

team@yostgroup.com

(408) 599-2130 
www.YostGroup.com

MARK & MADELINE
CHIAVETTA

(408) 425-2848
www.thechiavettas.com
info@thechiavettas.com
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Driving School

Advantage Driving School is the premier driving school in northern Califor-
nia. Advantage Driving School has trained more than 

300,000 students to drive safely since 1994. We offer complete 
programs for both traditional classroom and online courses. 

Driver Training is the behind the wheel training which prepares your 
child to pass the driving test at the DMV. We also offer complete programs
for adults and senior citizens. If you have never driven or just need some

supplemental instruction to improve your driving skills, we are just the
school for you! We believe Advantage Driving School offers a great 

combination of experienced driving instructors and affordable prices! 
Location: 5440 Thornwood Drive, Suite F; 

Hours: 9 am-5 pm M-F 9 am–12 noon S-S; Phone: 408.363.4182; Email:
info@advantagedriversed.com | Website: advantagedriversed.com

Call to place your 
ad today!  (408) 483.5458

Property Management

Music
Lessons
$15 per
lesson

Piano, guitar,
drums, bass,
voice, flute

(408) 268-6703

Jewelry

Singles

Almaden Valley 
(Senior) Singles 

The organization that

brings single residents of

Almaden Valley (95120) 

over 65 to enjoy a social life

close to home and take part

in community service.

Come and join us for our

monthly breakfast which is

held at 9 a.m. on the third

Tuesday of each month at 

Cup and Saucer, 

Princeton Plaza Mall, 

1375 Blossom Hill Road.

Home Services
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Forum
Continued from page 16
health care, and taxes with accountability. “I
have a brother who is mentally ill, living in a
locked facility,” he said. “If not for communi‐
ty taxes, my brother wouldn’t be in a safe
place.” To help the homelessness, Gildersleeve
would sanction tent encampments and tran‐
sitional housing with social services for those
suffering with mentally illness, drug, and alco‐
hol addiction. “We need more affordable hous‐
ing,” he said. “Residents want to keep open
space, so we need high‐density housing down‐
town.” 

Johnny Khamis
Fiscal responsibility is key for coun‐

cilmember Johnny Khamis. Frustrated with
how City Hall managed money when it cut
library and park hours, and services, he was
motivated to join the political arena. During
his first year on the city council, he saved the
city a million dollars by consolidating leases.
The VTA outreach audit he requested uncov‐
ered 200,000 unverifiable trips, at a cost of
$3 million a year during the three years they
were audited. “Money spent affects other
services,” said Khamis. “That’s money for
police and parks.” He is proud of the libraries
currently being open six days a week, hav‐
ing 1,100 police officers serving San Jose, and
reinstituting the burglary unit. Today, Khamis
is frustrated with how the state is spending
residents’ tax dollars. “We never paid more
money in taxes, but our streets are getting
more deteriorated, there are more criminals
on our streets, a lot more homeless, and the
price of housing keeps going up,” he said. “Some‐

thing has to change on the Senate level and
I’m going to be that voice for change.” Regard‐
ing the homeless, he is working to implement
Laura’s Law and enforce mandatory drug
rehabilitation for people leaving prison.  

City Council District 2 Candidates: Jonathan
Fleming, Sergio Jimenez

Jonathan Fleming
Jonathan Fleming believes it’s time for a

change. “We’re worse today than we were
three years ago,” Fleming said, citing that
homelessness has risen 52 percent, crime is
up 20 percent, and with the high cost of liv‐
ing, residents are leaving the state as they can’t
afford to live here. Linking homelessness with
mental illness, and drug and alcohol abuse,
he advocates for treatment, job training, and
placement. Fleming says that today people
don’t feel safe and he calls for more police
officers. “Crime is up,” he said. “A city of over
a million people needs more than 1,141 allo‐
cated officers.” 

Sergio Jimenez
Councilmember Sergio Jimenez is proud

that District 2 provided leadership to secure
and preserve about 1,000 acres in Coyote
Valley into perpetuity. “I sincerely believe
that if I hadn’t been elected…someone sup‐
portive of preserving that open space, we
wouldn’t have that today,” he said. As open‐
ing the police substation in South San Jose is
one of his primary goals, he has earmarked
$2 million to that end. Jimenez used part of
his $4 million in budget allocations to pro‐
vide a computer center for seniors at South‐
side Community Center and distributed
$60,000 in grants to neighborhood associa‐
tions.

L-R: Nora Compos, Dave Corese, Tim Gildersleeve, and Johnny Khamis.

Ahn and Hatcher of Almaden named to
Baylor University Dean’s Honor Roll

Joyce Ahn, and Jillian Claire Hatcher of Almaden Valley have been named to the Dean's
Academic Honor Roll for the 2019 fall semester at Baylor University.

Ahn, College of Arts and Sciences, and Hatcher, Hankamer School of Business, were hon‐
ored on the Dean's List are Baylor undergraduates with a minimum grade‐point average of
3.7, while enrolled in a minimum of 12 semester hours.

Baylor University is a private Christian university and a nationally ranked research insti‐
tution. The University provides a vibrant campus community for more than 17,000 students
by blending interdisciplinary research with an international reputation for educational excel‐
lence and a faculty commitment to teaching and scholarship. 
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