
A guide to planning the
perfect wedding day!

Thursday, January 30, 2020
Advertising Supplement to

The Morning Journal



Bride 2020  2

Join the Vermilion Chamber of Commerce as we present 
our Annual Destination Vermilion Bridal Show February 
23, 2020 Noon-3pm at Vermilion-On-the-Lake Clubhouse 
3780 Edgewater Drive, Vermilion, OH! Register at the 

door Cost $5 or register online at vermilionohio.com
 All registered brides and grooms receive a FREE swag 

bag full of goodies. This is your one-stop Bridal Show 
to help plan your special day and where all your wedding 
dreams come true! Have questions please or interested in 
being a vendor email vermilionchamber1@gmail.com. 

Wagner’s is a leading venue choice 
of brides in western Cuyahoga 
County and surrounding areas and is 
proud to be Creating Memories for 
over 50 years as an event center. They 
have been awarded elite Hall of Fame 
status along with Best of Weddings 
recognition for six consecutive years 
by The Knot, a national wedding ven-
dor resource. Wagner’s of Westlake 
has also earned the 2017 – 2018 – 
2019 Couples’ Choice Award by Wed-
dingWire.com.

Each of Wagner’s five beautiful 
ballrooms offer a distinctive look to 
give brides and grooms a beautiful 
setting for their wedding reception 
and/or ceremony. The Grand and East 
Ballrooms feature fireplaces, while 
the South and West Ballrooms boast 
private outside patios. The North 
Ballrooms is the perfect open floor 
plan for a cozy setting. Wagner’s of-
fers both sit-down and buffet options 
and offer a special All-Inclusive Din-

ner package with a sit-down dinner 
and 5-hour open bar for one great 
price.

Wagner’s is well known in the com-
munity for providing excellent qual-
ity food for wedding receptions, fun-
draisers, corporate and school events, 
proms, reunions, baby / bridal show-
ers, holiday parties and celebration of 
life luncheons. 

Wagner’s of Westlake celebrates 
55 years of Outstanding Events in 
Westlake! Join us in celebrating this 
great accomplishment. Wagner’s of 
Westlake will be offering a special for 
anyone planning a 55 year Anniver-
sary party, a 55th Birthday Party or a 
55th Class Reunion! *Call for details 
on special!*

Wagner’s of Westlake is located at 
30866 Center Ridge Road; Westlake, 
OH 44145. They can be reached by 
phone at 440-871-8800 or visit them 
at www.wagersofwestlake.com for more 
details on Wagner’s of Westlake.

Wagner’s of Westlake offers 
five ballrooms

Calling all brides and grooms to be!!! DESTINATION
VERMILION
BRIDAL
S H O W

S U N D A Y
F E B R U A R Y
2 3 , 2 0 2 0
NOON - 3 PM

VOL CLUBHOUSE
3780 EDGEWATER DR
VERMILION, OH
ENTRY FEE $5.00
REGISTER ONLINE:
VERMILIONOHIO.COM

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO BECOME A VENDOR EMAIL:
VERMILIONCHAMBER1@GMAIL.COM OR CALL 440-967-4477

WWW.WAGNERSOFWESTLAKE.COM

Wagner’s has hosted more wedding
receptions than any other venue in

Western Cuyahoga County.
Five beautiful ballrooms, each with its own
dance floor, private bar and distinct layout.
Our executive chef uses only the freshest

of ingredients in our on-site kitchen.

30855 Center Ridge Rd.
Westlake, OH 44145
Phone: 440-871-8800

mailto:vermilionchamber1@gmail.com
http://www.wagersofwestlake.com
mailto:VERMILIONCHAMBER1@GMAIL.COM
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The right location is only part of
the equation when planning for your
wedding. You have to have the right
team in place to make your wedding
dream come true.
At Lorain County Community Col-

lege’s John A. Spitzer Conference
Center, we build your wedding dream
around you. We take care of the
details so you can enjoy your once-
in-a-lifetime moment. Our elegant,
majestic ballroom and accompanying
lounges provide the perfect location
for your wedding, banquet or special
event, and our expert team will ex-
ceed your expectations.
Our Service Sets Us Apart
At the Spitzer Conference Cen-

ter our focus is on you and your vi-
sion. Every wedding package includes
complimentary event planning ser-
vices from our certified wedding and
event planner. Whether you prefer
one of our three wedding packages,
or you’re looking for a unique experi-
ence, our team takes pride in turning
your dreams into reality.
You shouldn’t have to worry about

the little things on your special day.
That’s why we are happy to accom-
modate special requests including
custom decorations and unique
technology needs – we even work as

a liaison with your other vendors to
make sure everything is perfect for
you and your guests.
Elegant Spaces
Towering ceilings, a spiral staircase

and landscaped courtyards provide
an exquisite backdrop for your spe-
cial day.
All of our wedding packages in-

clude:
• 360-person capacity Reaser Grand
Room
• State-of-the-art technology
• An extensive list of complimentary
amenities
We also offer valet parking and an

impressive list of other optional ame-
nities.
If you’re looking for a cozy and el-

egant alternative, our wedding team
can book you into the Lorain County
Transportation and Community Cen-
ter.
This intimate setting includes our

full range of wedding services. Cen-
trally located in downtown Elyria,
this unique and flexible space offers a
variety of configurations and spaces
including a two-story grand room.
This spacious, historic facility, origi-
nally built in 1925, is rich with local
history and even includes an antique

We Build Your Wedding Dream
Around You

LCCC Spitzer Conference Center

19 Passenger

• Wedding
• Bachelor/Bachelorette Party
• Engagements
• Bridal Events
• Anniversary
• Airport Transportation
• Special Occasions!

419-625-2045
Todd McPeek, Owner

Gift Certificates Available!

SEE pAgE 7 >
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Few elements can make or break
a couple’s wedding day more than
entertainment. While factors like the
weather are beyond couples’ control,
ensuring guests have an opportunity
to dance or sing along to some good
music is something couples can em-
phasize as they plan their weddings.
When it comes to music, the two

main options for weddings are a
live band or a disc jockey. Each has
its share of advantages and disad-
vantages. A live band may be more
expensive, but it can get the crowd
excited. A good bandleader also
acts as a master of ceremonies and
can pay attention to the vibe of the
room, tailoring a playlist around that
overall mood. Plus, bands offer live
performances, which adds an extra
special element to the occasion that
can’t be replicated at home.
A DJ is a popular choice, and

today’s DJs are often artists in their
own right. They know just how to
select and seamlessly mix music to

Band or DJ? How about both?

create the mood and really keep the
party going. Couples who prefer to
hear original versions of particular
songs — especially for their first
dance song— often prefer DJs. The
popular wedding planning resource
The Knot also says that it is often
no problem for a DJ to find and play
a song from an extensive digital li-
brary, while bands may not be able to
learn and perform a song in time.
Couples who can be flexible with

their entertainment budgets may be

see page 5 >

Wedding favors have changed— and
in many cases for the better. Favors
have evolved from the inexpensive
trinkets purchased in bulk into more
personalized mementos that guests can
cherish.
Today’s couples are interested in

customizing their weddings and offer-
ing guests something meaningful, or
at the very least, edible, so that favors
don’t immediately get relegated to the
trash can. According to Heather Jones
of Wente Vineyards in California,
favors have moved from “goodie bags”
toward items that are experimental and
fun. Wedding planners from across
the country offer these wedding favor
trends that couples may want to incor-
porate into their own celebrations.
Welcome bags
Rather than take-home bags, wel-

come bags have replaced the tradi-
tional favor trinket at some weddings.
Many weddings have become multi-
day events that ask guests traveling
from out of town to attend a wedding
weekend. To help greet them and make
their experience memorable, couples
may fill a gift bag with items guests can
use or enjoy during their stay — like a
bottle of locally sourced maple syrup or
some handmade soaps from a nearby
shopkeeper.
Experience gifts
Instead of a candle or a mono-

grammed cake server, think of experi-
ences to offer guests. A coupon for free
drinks at a nearby brewery, a tour of
a local attraction while guests are in
town or a group excursion for guests
attending a destination wedding can be

The evolution of
wedding favors

able to enjoy the best of both worlds.
There is nothing that says a wedding
cannot feature both a live band and
a DJ. Such a wedding may just take
a little more planning. Consider the
scenario of bringing in a band for the
cocktail hour and perhaps an hour
or more during the dinner service of
the reception when live music can
accompany the meal. After that, a DJ
can take over and drive the festivities
up another notch with a late-night
dance party.

Some music vendors also do a
combination of live and prerecorded
music. They may have live singers
who accompany recorded tracks, or
digital instruments like keyboards
and drum pads that can enhance re-
corded songs. These also are options
when selecting wedding music.
There is no right or wrong an-

swer when it comes to setting the
soundtrack for a wedding. A band, DJ
or combination thereof can make the
occasion even more memorable.

2278 Kresge Drive • Amherst, OhiO 44001 • (440) 282-1880

Large SeLection of
eState JeweLry

Wedding and
Engagement Rings,
Earrings, Necklaces
and Bracelets.
Large Selection of
Sterling Silver $119

Reg. $180

Available in White or Yellow Gold

14K Gold & Diamonds
1/4 CT T.W.

1/2 CT T.W.

1 CT T.W.

White or
Yellow
Gold

Diamonds that Dance to the
Beat of Her Heart.

Store Wide Sale



Bride 2020 5

(Family Features) Wedding days
are meant to be filled with love
and celebration, and what better
way to ring in the new stage of life
as newlyweds than with a well-
decorated venue to match the joyous
occasion. Whether a couple is on a
tight budget or picky when it comes
to theme ideas, these decorating tips
can help add more flair for the big
day.
Use a natural venue.Many couples

choose wedding venues that require
immense amounts of decorations,
but a venue with organic scenery or a
beautiful view can help alleviate the
stress. Consider having the ceremony
near a garden or beach with enough
natural surroundings to keep guests
in awe.
Make the cake a centerpiece.

Wedding cakes are almost guaranteed
to be filled with flavor, but they can
also serve as a decorative centerpiece
for the reception. Choosing a cake
topped with flowers, highlighting
bright colors and placing it in a
prominent spot at the reception can
grab guests’ attention while also
keeping them eager for a bite.
Choose table accessories that pop.

Leave guests in amazement as they
make their way to their seats for the
reception with beautifully decorated

tables. Table accessories can be
anything ranging from patterned
table runners to flowers in full-bloom
placed in simple, elegant vases. If
you are not having a formal sit-down
reception, try using paper lanterns or
hanging flowers from the ceiling to
create an eye-catching atmosphere to
remember.
Add classic lighting. At times,

finding the right lighting to match
the mood of a wedding venue can be
tricky. In this case, less may actually
be more. Try opting for a classic
candlelit ceremony or reception to
create a more romantic setting. This
can save both money and countless
hours spent attempting to configure
elaborate light fixtures, and also
provide a timeless feel.
Place engagement photos around

the venue.With any wedding, you
want the day to feel personal and
intimate for the couple and guests
alike. Consider decorating the venue
with engagement photos of the
soon-to-be spouses as they popped
the question. This can allow the
newlyweds to reminisce while guests
view those cherished moments and
revel in the occasion.
For more tips to prepare for life’s

special moments like marital bliss,
visit elivingtoday.com.

5 Tips to Enhance Your
Wedding Decor

1005 NAbbe Rd, Elyria, OH 44035

• FREEAdmission and Parking
• A Sampling of Fantastic Food
• Prizes and Giveaways for Attendees

AT THE SPITZER CONFERENCE
CENTER AT LCCC

Happily Ever After
Bridal Show
Sunday, March 8th, 2020
Doors open at 12PM, Fashion show at 2PM, Event ends 3PM

Register by March 1st to guarantee a free tote
filled with wedding swag! www.lorainccc.edu/bridalshow

Contact Amber Cabassa: (440) 366-4100, ConferencingATLCCC@lorainccc.edu
Hosted by LCCC and the Lorain County Commissioner’s Office

Please Join Us for the

fun and will help guests create lasting
memories.
Charitable donations
Some couples feel that favors are

wasteful and would rather set aside a
portion of their wedding budgets to-
ward giving back. In such situations,
a donation to charity in guests’ names
can be the way to go. Guests can vote
on two favorite charities advertised
on a special table at the wedding re-
ception.The one with the most votes
will get the proceeds.
Late-night snacks
After a night of celebrating, some

guests may want the festivities to
continue, but may need some extra
sustenance to make it through a
few more hours. Some couples are
eschewing traditional favors in lieu
of making room for extra food or
beverage expenses that can include
after-party treats. These may run the
gamut from wood-fired pizzas to
food truck vendors to extra desserts.

A tasty take-home option also may be
given, such as fresh zeppolis or beig-
nets, or even a personalized bottle of
wine. Even if the food and drink is not
consumed right away, there’s a good
chance it will hit the spot when guests
return to their hotel rooms.
Wedding favors are changing to keep

up with the times and keep guests feel-
ing extra special.

WEDDING FAVORS from page 4

http://www.lorainccc.edu/bridalshow
mailto:ConferencingATLCCC@lorainccc.edu
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Move over bouquets and cen-
terpieces. Flowers are taking over
weddings in a big way. While wed-
ding trends come and go, flowers will
always have a place at the wedding
table.
The blooms brides and grooms

choose and how they decide to dis-
play them can say much about the
couple’s style. Many modern couples
are opting for statement pieces with
their flowers to rival the big and bold
ideas they’re incorporating elsewhere
into their occasions, such as in cakes
and clothing. In fact, floral designer

Tom Uberuaga
says tradi-

tional hur-
ricane vase
center-
pieces are

outdated
and only
focus

the eye
on the

middle of the table. He prefers guests
enter the wedding and have their
senses stimulated by flowers from all
angles. Large flower installations, as
well as blooms popping up in unex-
pected places, are some of the hot
trends for couples to keep their eyes
on.
Floral chandeliers
There’s no need to worry about see-

ing over table centerpieces or flowers
getting in the way of photo moments.
Thanks to hanging flowers and floral
chandeliers, flowers are quite literally
moving up in the world. Hanging flo-
ral pieces can add instant drama and
make a large visual impact. Florists
can hang flowers from beams over
tabletops to increase visual impact,
whether as individual baskets, single
stems or floral swags. Hanging floral
chandeliers are dramatic but natu-
rally expensive. Think about a large
installation that forces guests to look
up into a sea of greenery and flow-
ers. The smell and the sight can be

breathtaking.
Welcome wreaths
Why should wreaths only be

reserved for front doors and holiday
decor? A welcome floral wreath can
be placed by the entryway to a chapel
or reception hall with a heartfelt sen-
timent that shows guests how much
they’re appreciated.

Fairy-tale flowers
A floral curtain of hanging flowers

can line a chuppah or drape the altar
in beautiful blooms. Couples who
would like a fairy-tale entrance also
can make their debut as a couple by
coming through a flower curtain at
the reception. Martha Stewart Wed-

Wedding flowers becoming larger than life

WEDDING DREAM
see page 7 >

Grand Pacific
Junction EvEnts

Chapel
7970 Columbia Rd.

Hotel

8112 Columbia Rd. 440-570-2000
www.grandpacificjunction.com

Weddings
Corporate Events

Anniversaries
Birthdays

Baby Showers

Wedding Gardens
25629 Mill St.

Located in Historic downtown olmsted falls

http://www.grandpacificjunction.com
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dings says a cascade of flowers and
greens can be romantic and elegant.
Dance floor blooms
Who says flowers have to be over-

head or on a table? With a plexi-
glass dance floor, or one made from
some other transparent material,
flowers can be underfoot, creating a
magical floral carpet.

FLOWERS FROM PAGE 6

WEDDING DREAM FROM PAGE 3

visitloraincounty.com/mardigras

get your passport
& tickets today at: presented by

terrance simien and the zydeco experience
grammy award winning

& cleveland s own cats on holiday

Floral necklaces
Brides needn’t carry their bouquets,

they can wear ethereal and whimsical
floral pieces around their necks or on
their waists instead.
Couples are urged to speak with their

florists about the innovative ways they
can make flowers an even more awe-
inspiring component of their weddings

shoeshine stand.
The Lorain County Transportation

and Community Center includes:
• Two-story grand room and ro-
tunda space

• Table seating for up to 175
• A variety of flexible spaces

The Lorain County Transportation &
Community Center is located at 40
East Avenue in Elyria.
Happily Ever After Bridal Show
To learn more about all of your op-

tions for the wedding of your dreams
at the Spitzer Conference Center or

Lorain County Transportation and
Community Center, join us for the
“Happily Ever After Bridal Show”
from 12-3p.m., Sunday, March 8 at
the Spitzer Conference Center.
There will be a sampling of fan-

tastic food, prizes, giveaways and a
Fashion Show at 2 p.m. Parking is
free on the LCCC campus. Register by
March 1 to guarantee you get a free
tote filled with wedding swag.
For more information, visit www.

lorainccc.edu/bridalshow or call
Amber Cabassa at (440) 366-4100.

DID YOU KNOW?
While flowers certainly add beauty and a wonderful aroma
to wedding ceremonies and receptions, there are other
reasons behind their inclusion in such festivities. In an-
cient Rome, brides carried or wore flower garlands because
the Romans believed flowers signified hope, fertility and
new beginnings. In the Middle Ages, brides did not carry
flowers, but rather strong-smelling spices and herbs.
The rationale was that the herbs and spices would drive
away bad luck and evil spirits. Flowers also served another
practical purpose. In eras when bathing was a luxury,
different flowers and herbs helped mask body odors.
It wasn’t until the Victorian era, when flowers were
used to symbolize romantic love, that they became
part of wedding ceremonies, according to Mod-
ern Weddings magazine.

Jan JewelersJan Jewelers
SenSational jewelry • beautifully priced

we BUY GOlDwe BUY GOlD
estate jewelry available here

DON’T
FORGET
YOUR

VALENTINE!

Wedding Accessories
Available

Gifts for both Groomsmen/
Bridesmaids

“IN ThE LANDINGs”
445 AVON BELDEN RD. #B2
AVON LAkE, OhIO 44012

hours
mon. tue. fri.: 11-6 • wednesday: closed • thursday: 12-7 • sat & sun: closed

440-933-3159

GO

rETIrEMENT sALE! No rEAsoNABLE oFFErs rEFusED!

“ON The AveNue”
An elegant Banquet & Party Facility

accommodating up to 60!
Bridal & Baby Showers~Birthdays

Rehearsal Dinners~Meetings
Retirement & Anniversary Parties

5300 Oberlin Ave., Lorain, Ohio 44053

(440) 960-5600

http://www.lorainccc.edu/bridalshow
http://www.lorainccc.edu/bridalshow
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The Ariel on Broadway Event Center and Rooftop is a truly memorable wedding
destination along the North Coast! The 4th floor event space with its elegant chandeliers
and stunning views of Lake Erie and Black River seats 300, while the roof top provides
you and your guests with 360 degree views. Built in 1925, the historic Broadway Building
has been a mainstay for downtown Lorain, located where the Black River meets Lake
Erie. The 55 room boutique hotel allows you and your guests to stay overnight right
at your wedding ceremony and reception location. Nearby parks, beaches, theaters,
restaurants and breweries offer a variety of options for you and your guests before
and after your wedding. Views of the popular Black River Landing and the Lorain
Lighthouse with spectacular sunsets provide the perfect backdrop for your special day.
Ph: 216-202-0593 Email: rr@arielonbroadway.com

ARIELON BROADWAY
Event Center and Rooftop
Lighthouse & Lake View

301 Broadway Ave., Lorain, OH 44052
OPENING JANUARY 2020

mailto:rr@arielonbroadway.com
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