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Great Zodiac Race
held at Laurelwood
School to celebrate
Lunar New Year
SEE PAGE 4

Oscars 2020: 
What to look for 
at the biggest night
in Hollywood
SEE PAGE 12

Temple talk
Op Ed: The Khmer Buddhist Temple 

will be a good Evergreen neighbor
SEE PAGE 6

Dr. Emy Flores, Evergreen School District Superintendent met with parents at Laurel-
wood Elementary School on January 23, and also met with parents at Dove Hill Ele-
mentary School on Friday, January 24. “I met the families with children attending the
recommended schools for closure to answer questions and hear their concerns,” Dr.
Flores said. Dr. Flores also met with the staff members of both schools. 

Superintendent meets with
parents and administrators
of impacted schools 

By William Bellou
Publisher

T
he Evergreen School Dis‐
trict is awaiting school
board approval to close

two schools due to a $12‐million
budget deficit and declining stu‐
dent enrollment.

During an emotional public
nighttime meeting held on Jan. 22,
parents worried about the possi‐
ble closure of their children’s
school listened to Dr. Emy Flores,

Evergreen School District Super‐
intendent make the following an‐
ticipated announcement.

“This evening, I accepted the
recommendation of Evergreen
School District Superintendent’s
School Consolidation Advisory
Committee to recommend the fol‐
lowing schools for closure/con‐
solidation at the end of the 2019‐
20 school year: Laurelwood and
Dove Hill Elementary Schools,”
said Dr. Emy Flores, Evergreen
School District Superintendent. “I
have notified the Board of
Trustees, the parents and staff of

See CLOSURES, page 5

Laurelwood and Dove
Hill Elementary schools
slated to close 

Large turnout to hear city council and state
senate candidates at D8CRT Candidate Forum

By William Bellou
Publisher

N
early two hundred residents turned out
to hear state senate and city council can‐
didates answer ques‐

tions at the District 8 Commu‐
nity Round Table (D8CRT)
Candidate Forum on Satur‐
day, Jan. 25 at Grace Church.  

"The candidate forum was a
huge success,” said Jeremy
Barousse, D8CRT President.
“We had a great turnout from
the community. The ques‐
tions from the steering com‐
mittee and from the audience
really touched on the most
important issues impacting
District 8 and our city, there‐
fore giving each candidate an opportunity to
share their ideas for how they would tackle im‐
portant issues if elected."

The D8CRT Steering Committee formulated

the questions for the Forum and none of the
candidates received questions in advance.
Questions presented to the candidates in‐
cluded homelessness, home affordability,

public safety, problem
solving, the status of re‐
tail stores, and the candi‐
dates’ favorite places in
Evergreen, District 8.   

Former San Jose City
Councilmember Pierluigi
Olivero served as moder‐
ator for both the senate
and council forums.  

Candidates for San Jose
City Council District 8,
Councilmember Sylvia Are‐
nas and Evergreen School
Board trustee Jim Zito,

made their two minute opening statements.
Zito won the coin toss and started first.

Zito: “Good evening. Thank you District 8
Community Round Table. Thank you, Mr.

Oliverio. I’m Jim Zito. I have been a 10‐year
trustee on the Evergreen School Board,
eight years on the San Jose City Planning
Commission and many years on the General

Plan Taskforce. A lot of peo‐
ple ask, ‘Jim, why are you
running, and why are you
running now?’ The major
reason is in the past 10 years
we have had the largest
economic expansions, yet
after all those years we still
have some major problems.
We have problems with
homelessness, we have pro‐
blems with traffic, we have
problems with crime and
we have problems with
home affordability; one of

which is very sensitive to me as my daugh‐
ter had to move out of state with her hus‐
band to find a house to be able to live the

See FORUM, page 2

Sylvia Arenas
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Jim Zito
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Extras needed 
for new ‘Matrix 
4’ blockbuster

Evergreen residents who
have ever dreamed of ap‐
pearing in a Hollywood block‐
buster featuring simulated
gunfire, pyrotechnics, heli‐
copters flying under 500
feet, here’s your opportuni‐
ty!

A “major” film, Matrix 4 un‐
der the code name of “Pro‐
ject Ice Cream” will be film‐
ing in the Bay Area Feb. 5 –
March 1. Keanu Reeves, who
signed to star in the movie,
was sighted in Alameda ear‐
lier this month ordering an
ice cream cone …  he likes ice
cream! 

Casting is looking for a lot
See MATRIX, page 21



Forum
Continued from page 1
‘American Dream.’ So, I’m here to
answer questions so you under‐
stand my approach to solving
problems as I have as a communi‐
ty advocate and a community vol‐
unteer. Hopefully you’ll come
away with a better understanding
of how we can address the prob‐
lems of San Jose.”        

Arenas: “So I’ve had the honor
to serve you at city hall for the last
three years and I had the Ever‐
green support that put me over
the finish line despite it being the
first time I ran   for council.  I’m a
mom of two. One of my little kids
is here. So families are really im‐
portant to me. I have a master’s in
public administration, that’s how
I invested in myself. I have 23
years of public service. And I have
served the community in differ‐
ent ways. This is the first time
that I really served in this type of
capacity, I never thought of my‐
self as an elected official, but I
wanted to change the rules for
our families; because our families
are hurting. As a school board
member I saw 500 families leave
the first year; 500 each consecu‐
tive year; we are up to 2000. We

say it’s a housing crisis but it is an
affordability crisis, because hous‐
ing prices keep going up, but our
salaries are stagnant. On my end
as an elected official we didn’t re‐
ally have the services that you all
deserve because of the recession
and some of the pension reforms,
so we had to do a lot of reworking
and re‐establishing departments,
especially the police force. And
I’m really glad I supported it to
make their salaries more compet‐
itive. We have 20 percent more
and we have the burglary depart‐
ment which we need in this area.       

Question: What new solu‑
tions would you help champion
on the city council to build
more affordable housing in the
city of San Jose?  

Zito: “We do have a housing
shortage. We are also fighting a
job housing imbalance which is
another problem the city has as
far as being able to provide serv‐
ices. To address the housing
shortage it’s basically that we
don’t build enough houses here in
San Jose or the Bay Area. It’s a
simple concept of supply and de‐
mand. If we don’t build houses at
all levels, then the people who
want to buy a house just scramble
to get whatever they can get and
they can basically outbid the peo‐

ple that can only afford the least
affordable houses. So, we need to
build houses at all levels. We need
to encourage the development
houses. We need to encourage
density in proper places like the
downtown and urban villages.
And we need to get private corpo‐
rate partnerships like Google.
They have agreed to build 5000
homes. So it is a wonderful thing
to build these partnerships with
private companies and also to
work with our developers to
make sure there are enough
houses to buy; enough houses to
live in, to rent. Without having
that you are really going to have a
problem with meeting that need
and it is going to force the people
on the low end out and the people
on the high end to take whatever
they can get.”     

Arenas: “I don’t know if there
is any new solutions as there have
been many, many efforts on be‐
half of the city council, the mayor.
I have been included in many ef‐
forts to address housing. We have
what we call the three ‘p’s,’ the
production, preservation, protec‐
tion of housing. So we can’t build
our way out of this. We really
have to have a real wholesome
approach to it.  So we have to pro‐
tect the affordable housing that

there already is in making sure
that folks living in an apartment
for 40 years don’t get booted out;
and really protecting those that
have affordable housing. We don’t
really have affordable housing.
The only site we have for afford‐
able housing is near the Villages
for senior living units. The other
type of affordable housing is our
mobile homes and we have four
mobile homes here. Part of what
we need to do, aside from protect‐
ing and preserving, is producing,
producing in a smart way in a
dense place, which is downtown
and west San Jose. But we have to
do these other things in order to
protect and preserve. So our mo‐
bile home owners are very long
term owners, and many are sen‐
iors and this is the most affordable
way for them to stay in San Jose.”

Question: The city is looking
for new ways to generate mon‑
ey for affordable housing. The
city council has approved a
March 2020 ballot measure to
tax voters with a real property
transfer tax for affordable
housing. Do you support the
ballot measure and why?

Arenas: “Yes, I am absolutely
supportive of Measure E. I think a
majority of the council and the
mayor is supportive of the meas‐

ure. We need to really make sure
that we do our part for all of those
projects in the pipeline that
haven’t yet got to the end of the
line; sometimes they need a little
bit of a boost. We need to make
sure that there are affordable
housing units embedded into
those projects. A lot of the time
our developers they just payout
their affordable housing fees; and
sometimes they get to get out of
that responsibility. In July, eight
of our high‐rise developers want‐
ed a waiver on their affordable
housing fees. One thing I wanted
to make sure that we are not get‐
ting taxed because they didn’t
want to pay. So this Measure E ac‐
tually is really only a commercial
property tax because there is a
$2M minimum. So this is a trans‐
fer tax and it would be only busi‐
ness and I made sure that it is
high enough to not compete with
our small business owners. “            

Zito: “Even though Mayor Sam
Liccardo has endorsed me, I told
him watch out mayor, I may not
support everything you put be‐
fore the people. And I do not sup‐
port Measure E. Unless they have
changed things my understand‐
ing is that the transfer tax applies
to all properties, residential, 

See FORUM, page 17
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LETTERS
Jim Zito will 
ensure tax dollars
spent wisely

Dear editor,
Jim Zito has my endorsement

for District 8 City Council be‐
cause he will ensure that our tax
dollars are focused on the things
that matter to us: public safety,
parks and roads. Jim is fiscally
responsible and will work col‐
laboratively to build partner‐
ships that bring more resources
to our District and City without
raising our taxes. He will stand
up for the community unswayed
by special interest groups, and
will promote strong, safe neigh‐
borhoods for our families.

Over the course of his 25 years
of community leadership, Jim
has always listened openly to the
input of all residents. He search‐
es for creative solutions to diffi‐
cult problems. Other politicians
may talk the talk...Jim actually
walks the walk. His extensive
background in public education,
land use, budget and finance
provide him with the invaluable
skills and experience needed to
be an effective City Councilmem‐
ber from day one.  I cannot imag‐
ine a better representative at
City Hall for our community.

Please join me in electing Jim
Zito as our next council repre‐
sentative.

Pat Waite
Evergreen Resident

Sylvia Arenas 
understands 
business and 
family needs

Dear editor,
As a small business owner and

resident of Evergreen, I want a
Council member that understands

See LETTERS, page 7

By Frank Shortt
Times staff writer

A
lthough an aura of sadness hovered
over Laurelwood Elementary School in
the Evergreen School District, Principal

Kameelah Green, Parents of the PTA, staff
members and students all carried on graceful‐
ly with the festivities surrounding Lunar New
Year – the Year of the Rat – on Jan 24.

The sadness was due to an announcement
by District Superintendent Emy Flores that
she was recommending to the Board of
Trustees the closure of Laurelwood and Dove
Hill Elementary Schools. 

The decision is based upon several weeks of
meetings, analysis and discussions by an advi‐
sory committee as per the District. The shock
of the announcement, made just yesterday,
was lingering heavily like a fog on the morn‐
ing of the assembly.

The festivities of the Great Zodiac Race was
heavily attended by parents showing much at‐
tention to the children as they prepared for
dancing, a magician, as well as, a fashion show.
A trio of Board members, Bonnie Mace,
Christopher Corpus, and Jim Zito attended the
assembly. Sylvia Arenas, Councilmember for
District 8, was also in attendance.  

Cast members doing the job of M.C. to keep
things moving were Yvonne Dao, Camille
Abdy, Allison Pham, Hong Higgins, Chloe Vu,
Kaya Respicio, and Jade Padilla. The Far East
Lion Dance Troupe, the Vietnamese Fan
Dance, and the Indian Dance, consisted of  (
Lion Troupe) Brendan Chan , Jordan Abdy, Au‐
drey Chan, and Bradley Tran, Elise Dang, (Fan

Dance) Dlise Dang, Shriya Elangovan, Valerie
Lai, Chloe Pham, Hailey Nguyen, Uyen
Nguyen, Tianne Higgins, Hannah Ton, Katia
Tran, Taralyn Tran, Tiffany Tran, and Helen
Trinh, (Indian Dance) Anika Bindal and Adiv
Bindal. 

The International Multicultural Fashion
Show was represented by (Mexico) Isabella
Lopez, AJ Murillo, Malacae Casarez, and Ro‐
man Lopez, (India) Saranya Kancharia, Harini
Ramanan, Aarti Ramanan, Vishal Elangovan,
Aarush Bhide, Arjun Dinesh, Samara Rahman,
and Amayu Agavekar, (Africa) Dezzi Wood‐
ham and Mrs. Green, (Spain) Sofia Amengual,
(China) Aubrey Boutavan, (Philippines) An‐
nalise Javellana, and (Vietnam) Adam Le,

Penelope Vu‐Luong, Weston Nguyen, Angelina
Diep, Natalie Vu, Jaydon Cao, and Nicholas
Cao. 

The Special Guest Magician was known as
Chin‐Chin who performed his acts very ably
keeping the entire gathering in awe, and
sometimes stitches! Special accord goes to
Andrew Liu, Hien Nguyen, and Conner Chan
for their excellent Event Assistance. 

The entire event was sponsored by Chef P,
Vinh Thanh Jewelry, and the Laurelwood PTA
featuring the ever‐present My Linh Chan di‐
recting participating students. 

All planned events went very well, even
when the Lion Dancers danced in between the
sitting students, bowing and scraping. The
students went wild at their antics. Many red
envelopes were passed to the Lion Dancers.

In spite of the beginning gloom, a great time
was had by all!

Great Zodiac Race held at Laurelwood School

Fan Dancers, Lion Dancers and many other participants caroused among the students at Laurelwood
School’s Great Zodiac Race.
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New Year - Tet Festival at Eastridge
San Jose Mayor Sam Liccardo and members of the San Jose City Council, Raul Peralez,

Lan Diep, Johnny Khamis, and Sylvia Arenas attended the New Year, Tet Festival at
Eastridge Center Mall on Saturday, January 25.  The festival event included: student voice
singing contest, cooking contest, Ms. Viet Nam California, Lion & Dragon Dance, fashion
show, magic show, carnival rides and games, food booths, business vendors and live DJ.
Don't miss out!  Go to Eastridge Center Mall for this Festival, which continues with a sec‐
ond weekend of celebrations from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. Jan. 31‐Feb. 2.  

Closures
Continued from page 1
affected schools, and our district commu‐
nity.”

The Evergreen School District Board of
Trustees will not take action on the school
closings until the February 13, 2020 Board
Meeting at the ESD Board Room, 3188
Quimby Road, San Jose. A vote on a third
school that will need to be shut down at the
end of next year will take place at a later
date. “We are just in a very difficult situa‐
tion and this is something that needs to
happen,” Dr. Flores said. 

Dr. Flores’ recommendation comes fol‐
lowing two months of weekly meetings of
the 24‐member Superintendent’s School
Consolidation Advisory Committee and its
subcommittees, and stakeholder commu‐
nity input sessions, meetings, and discus‐
sions. The committee considered and
weighed a number of factors in making its
recommendation, including, but not limit‐
ed to, current and projected enrollment
data, school boundaries, neighboring
schools to receive a closed school’s student
population, transported students, and ex‐
isting geographical neighborhoods.

The budget shortfall is a result of the dis‐
trict losing 2,500 students over the past
five years. The District expects to lose an‐
other 1,500 over the next few years. The
10‐year loss is more than 4,000 students.
In addition to declining enrollment, the
District is facing higher operating costs. 

The District continues to lose students
because many Evergreen homeowners’
children are growing older and they are no

longer attending K‐12 classes. Due to low
inventory of available homes, younger
families are unable to move into the School
District. However, some families are decid‐
ing to move away to more affordable com‐
munities. This trend is not limited to Ever‐
green School District, as other Bay Area
districts are facing similar situations. 

“This is a difficult recommendation to
make because none of us want to have to
close schools,” said Dr. Flores.  “However,
we also know that we cannot ignore the
rising operating costs and declining enroll‐
ment that we have been facing‐‐and will
continue to face as a district, resulting in a
$12 million financial shortfall. This deci‐
sion keeps the best interests of our stu‐
dents in mind so that we can ensure that
our schools maintain the level of excel‐
lence that our families expect and our stu‐
dents deserve. Ultimately, we must remain
a fiscally‐sound school district that sup‐
ports innovative learning in the classroom
and prepares students for our competitive
global society.”

The Human Resources staff is meeting
with the district’s employees’ bargaining
units to work out the details pertaining to
staff members affected by the school clo‐
sures/consolidations. The district will ap‐
point a transition team to plan a number of
different activities that will be planned to
facilitate a smooth transition for students
and staff at the affected schools over the
next few months.

“I would like to thank the Superinten‐
dent’s School Consolidation Advisory Com‐
mittee and district staff for all of their hard
work over the past two months,” said Dr.
Flores. 

Times Local News
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By Voeng Thach, Khmer 
Buddhist Temple Member; and
Faisal Yazadi, former President
of the Evergreen Islamic Center

T
his country was built on the
premise that people should
be free to worship where

and when they want; it is a sacred
right that people of all faiths have
enjoyed. As two long‐time San
Jose residents and as practition‐
ers, respectively, of Islam and
Buddhism who have been wel‐
comed in this community, we sup‐
port the proposed Wat Khmer
Kampuchea Krom Temple at 2740
Ruby Ave.

The Temple will be a beautiful
and serene space that can provide
a safe and peaceful environment
for its community to worship. 

It represents a long‐time dream,

given the Khmer Krom communi‐
ty’s experience as a refugee group
who sought protection and safety
in this country. As such, the Tem‐
ple will be a pillar of the communi‐
ty by sharing the Buddha’s teach‐
ings and practice, while promot‐
ing and preserving the communi‐
ty’s art, language and culture. 

The Khmer Krom have faced
war and genocide in Cam‐
bodia. The fortunate ones
were able to flee Vietnam,
seeking refuge first in
Thailand and later in the
United States, and today
are among the poorest
and most traumatized of
any refugee group in the
nation.

The members, most of
whom live nearby, cur‐

rently worship in a small convert‐
ed residence in East San Jose.
They appreciate this community
they have come to call home,
brimming with active citizens
who care about each other and
who want what is best for their
families and neighbors. And here
is how the Temple, in turn, will be
a good neighbor:

A Good Neighbor 
is Considerate

The new Temple will provide
welcome and comfort as it opens
its doors to celebrate the Therava‐
da Buddhist religion of empathy
and compassion and meet the
community’s spiritual and cultur‐
al needs. 

This will be a quiet space. The
Temple will be home for
eight monks who will live
on site and practice daily
meditation. There will be
daily activities with an ap‐
proximate average of 10
members visiting the
Temple, including elders
or individuals who bring
food to the monks; and a
weekly service with an es‐
timated attendance of 50,

where many of the families will
carpool or walk. There will be oc‐
casional religious celebrations
and private family events.

Furthering its quest to be a con‐
siderate neighbor, the Temple de‐
sign offers an underground gar‐
age that will avoid the eyesore of a
surface lot; minimize surface
runoff, noise and fumes; and leave
more space for the Temple gar‐
den. Any larger events will be han‐
dled via an offsite parking shuttle. 
A Good Neighbor
Listens to Feedback

The Temple planning team has
made a genuine effort to reach out
to neighbors and to listen to the
community’s feedback and poten‐
tial concerns.  As a result, they
have made a variety of commit‐
ments, plans and changes to the
original design in response to
these concerns, including com‐
mitments to limiting noise and
traffic impacts, plans to prevent
parking in the neighborhood and
design changes to reduce the foot‐
print of the buildings.  

Even though two‐story build‐
ings would meet the zoning re‐
quirements, they could impinge
on the privacy of fence‐line neigh‐
bors so they are proposing a one‐
story facility. And even though
surface parking would be less ex‐
pensive, it would require bright
lights that shine into the neigh‐
bors’ yards, thus the underground
garage. The peaceful enjoyment of
our beautiful neighborhood and
the enhancement of our natural
environment are the priorities we
share with the Temple.
A Good Neighbor 
Communicates

All along the way, the Temple
community has been open and
communicative. There have been
four neighborhood meetings and
all the plans have been made dig‐
itally available to residents. 

Once the Temple is completed,
its team has committed to staying
in touch with neighbors by giving
everyone a phone number and
email address to reach them, re‐
sponding to questions and con‐
cerns, holding regular open
house events, and providing ad‐
vance notice of holidays and
events.   

As Fred Rogers said: “The more
we can be in a relationship with
those who might seem strange to
us, the more we can feel like
we're neighbors and all members
of the human family.” The Khmer
Krom would be dream neighbors.
We hope you join us in welcom‐
ing them as we work together to
build a stronger and more di‐
verse community that is open to
everyone.  

The Khmer Buddhist Temple will be a good neighbor

The Khmer Krom would be
dream neighbors. We hope you
join us in welcoming them as 
we work together to build a
stronger and more diverse com‑
munity that is open to everyone.  
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Continued from page 4
the needs of both my business and my fami‐
ly.  Sylvia Arenas does both.  She has priori‐
tized improving public safety by expanding
our police force by hundreds of officers,
restoring the burglary unit, and increasing
the number of police officers that investi‐
gate violent crimes.  She also hosted a Public
Safety Workshop Series to empower our
businesses and community.  

On the Council, Sylvia Arenas has advo‐
cated for Evergreen families. She’s priori‐
tized improving public safety and support‐
ing Evergreen families and neighborhoods.

She’s reopened a shuttered community
center in District 8, opened a new Teen Cen‐
ter at Eastridge Mall, and she’s expanded af‐
ter school programs in Evergreen Schools.

Sylvia led our community’s efforts to de‐
feat Measure B, preventing out of control il‐
legal development in Evergreen. She stood
up to the billionaires that wanted to under‐
mine our community. Instead, she brought
people together and built a city‐wide coali‐
tion to defeat their efforts.

District 8 needs a proven leader that un‐
derstands the needs of her community, is
decisive, and engages with the community
she represents.  Sylvia Arenas is a hard‐
working Council member who is passionate
about her District and the people she repre‐
sents.  We need a proven leader like Sylvia
Arenas.

Todd Smith
Evergreen Resident

Supervisor Susan 
Ellenberg endorses 
Otto Lee for District 3 
Supervisor

Otto Lee’s campaign for Santa Clara
County District 3 Supervisor has an‐
nounced the endorsement of Santa Clara
County Supervisor Susan Ellenberg. 

Ellenberg, a leading independent voice
on the Board, cited Lee’s lifelong dedica‐
tion to public service and experience as
key reasons for her endorsement. 

“I am proud to announce my support of
Otto Lee for Santa Clara County Supervi‐
sor,”  Ellenberg said. “His independence,

experience, and dedication to service
make him the clear choice for District 3.
As the former Mayor of Sunnyvale, Otto
would bring a perspective from beyond
the borders of San José. As an Asian
American, Otto would bring further sig‐
nificant diversity to the current board.
And Otto's commitment to making the cli‐
mate crisis a top priority will help us
leave a better future for our children. I
look forward to working with Otto to en‐
sure all of our residents have an opportu‐
nity to thrive."

Man, 80, dies in 
fiery crash on 
Mount Hamilton Rd.

An 80‐year‐old man was killed in a
fiery crash Jan. 23 on Mount Hamilton
Road after getting lost on the winding
road, according to authorities. 

The man, who has not been identified
by the coroner’s office, got lost driving his
1994 Buick. It was reported that he
flagged down an eastbound driver on
Mount Hamilton Rd. about a quarter‐mile
east of Quimby Road, according California
Highway Patrol Officer Ross Lee. The man
said he was lost and looking to get back to
Interstate 680, 10 miles to the west, Lee
said.

The other driver offered to head there
in front to show him the way. As the Buick
began following the first car along the
curving road, it suddenly veered off the

roadway. The car crashed into a tree,
bursting into flames upon impact.

OBITUARY
Oliver Kevin Mar 
enjoyed a 30 year 
teaching career at 
Silver Creek High School

Oliver Kevin Marr, 58,
died last month from com‐
plications related to Acute
Lymphocytic Leukemia. 

Kevin was proficient in
music, playing trombone
throughout his school
years in both band and orchestra. He had
a great fondness for history and, upon his
graduation from San Jose State Universi‐
ty, began what was to become a 30 year
career at Silver Creek High School, teach‐
ing history and government classes. He
also served as senior advisor for many
years. 

Upon retirement, Kevin and his family
moved to The Woodlands, Texas. Sadly,
he soon contracted leukemia and spent
the greater part of his last two years at
the M.D. Anderson Cancer Research Hos‐
pital in Houston. Kevin’s remains have
been returned home for inurnment at Los
Gatos Memorial Park.

A Celebration of Kevin’s life and recep‐
tion following was held on January 19th
at the Los Gatos Lodge. 
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Following the American Dream
Jamal Khan strives to be elected
District 4 City Council member 

By Munir Ahmed
Special to the Times

Jamal Khan, 32, who grew up in San
Jose and attended public K‐12 schools,
is running for the San Jose City Council

seat District 4 because he believes he can
improve the lives of residents in the dis‐
trict.

At a very early age, Jamal was keen on
learning and solving issues he faced in
school or in his neighborhood, where he
grew up. He inherited the embedded val‐
ues that all immigrant parents preach to
their children about education, which is in‐
valuable.

It is a parent’s dream that their children
attend a top university, and it was a dream
come true for Jamal. He proved that any
student from a public school has an equal
chance to attend top universities like UC
Berkeley and Harvard. At Berkeley, he
completed three majors and one minor in
four years. How was that possible? In high
school, Jamal took and passed nine Ad‐
vanced Placement (AP) exams. Additional‐
ly, he took classes from community col‐
leges. As a result, by the end of his first se‐
mester at Berkeley, he became effectively a
third‐year student that allowed him to be‐
gin taking upper‐division courses during
the second semester.

Jamal planned his four years of universi‐
ty education during his senior year in high
school. He researched all the academic re‐
quirements for graduation, from general
education courses to the specific classes
required for various majors. Jamal consid‐
ered various options, creating five or six
different combinations of majors in a
spreadsheet, along with the requirements
for each. Initially, he planned to complete a
double major in three years. After he be‐
gan, he realized that by adding a fourth
year, he would be able to complete three
majors. At one point, business administra‐
tion and economics looked equally com‐
pelling. Because the two majors had simi‐
lar prerequisites, Jamal was able to sample
each one before settling on economics be‐
cause he liked its theoretical nature. He
added political science and rhetoric to his
final plan, along with the minor: global
poverty and practice.

There are well‐known scholarships like
the Rhodes and Marshall that accept appli‐
cations from students who have recently
completed a bachelor’s degree. Jamal visit‐
ed their websites and read the biographies
of students who had previously been
awarded those scholarships. One common
characteristic was that they had completed
an honors thesis during their senior year.
Jamal decided to write an honors thesis
during his senior year because he knew it
would help him stand out from other appli‐
cants when he applied to graduate pro‐
grams. 

Jamal knew that excelling in academic

coursework would not be enough. He also
had to distinguish himself outside the
classroom. Virtually every university de‐
partment has a weekly email newsletter
with information about research, intern‐
ships, scholarships, and other opportuni‐
ties. Jamal followed those postings very
closely and learned about an internship
opportunity in Nancy Pelosi’s San Francis‐
co district office during her first term as
Speaker of the US House of Representa‐
tives. 

Jamal applied and was accepted for an
internship during the fall of his junior year.
Jamal knew that he wanted to apply to law
school so he went to an online database of
law firms called Martin‐Dale Hubble and
sent cold emails with his resume attached
to attorneys expressing his interest in in‐
terning with them. He was able to land an
internship with a bankruptcy attorney.
Success is not simply about acing exams.
What is equally important is staying alert
for opportunities and seizing them when
they come your way.

Jamal is an example to us all of dreaming
high and not settling for less. Perseverance
and dedication pushes us to the top. Jamal
knew that to make any changes in a policy,
one needs to be an integral part of policy‐
making and that required a law degree,
which he obtained from Harvard Law
School.

Jamal does not want to end his dream af‐
ter completing a degree in law. He wants to
give back to the life of all residents where
he grew up with new and innovative ideas
in education, public safety, traffic conges‐
tion, and affordable housing, to name a
few.  It is this quest that now has him firm‐
ly in place to compete in the next election
in District 4 to become a member of the San
Jose City Council.  The time is now and he is
ready.  When elected, his ideas and bril‐
liance will help all the community in ways
we can only imagine.

No one should limit their dreams.  Jamal
has proven with dedication that all of us
can continue enhancing them.  After all, the
United States is a land of dreamers and it is
the best place to be for all of us and Jamal to
achieve these dreams.

Jamal Khan: ‘I want to improve the
lives of residents in my district’

Jamal Khan



Marissa Favet of 
Evergreen named to
the University of 
Iowa's Dean's List  

Marissa Favet, a University of Iowa stu‐
dent from Evergreen, has been named to
the Dean's List for the recently‐completed
fall 2019 semester. 

Favet's major is Global Health Studies in
the UI's College of Liberal Arts and Sciences.

Undergraduate students in the College of
Liberal Arts and Sciences, the College of En‐
gineering, the Tippie College of Business,
and University College who achieve a grade
point average (GPA) of 3.50 or higher on 12
semester hours.

The University of Iowa is one of the na‐
tion's premier public research universities,
dedicated to academic excellence, ground‐
breaking discoveries and creations, com‐
mitment to Iowa and the world, and a cul‐
ture that prizes community, diversity, and
opportunity.

Silverman and Lam
named to Dean’s List
for Lehigh University 

Nathan Lam and Shawn Silverman of
Evergreen Valley have attained the Dean’s
List at   Lehigh University. 

This status is granted to students who
earned a scholastic average of 3.6 or better

while carrying at least 12 hours of regularly
graded courses. The following local stu‐
dents were named to the Dean's List at
Lehigh University in the Fall 2019 semes‐
ter:

For more than 150 years, Lehigh Univer‐
sity (lehigh.edu) has combined academic
and learning opportunities with leadership
in fostering innovative research. The insti‐
tution is among the nation's most selective,
highly ranked private research universities. 

Hammer Theatre center
presents spectacular 
stories and adventures in
National Geographic Live!

Hammer Theatre Center presents Na‐
tional Geographic Live!, an acclaimed
speaker series bringing the world's best
scientists, explorers, authors, photogra‐
phers, and filmmakers to the stage in

thought‐provoking presentations by to‐
day's leading explorers. 

The spring 2020 lineup for National Geo‐
graphic Live! includes wildlife cinematog‐
rapher Shannon Wild, bioengineer Kakani
Katija, award‐winning photographer David
Guttenfelder, and Egyptologist Kara Coo‐
ney. Shows will be held at the Hammer The‐
atre Center, 101 Paseo De San Antonio, San
Jose. 

For more information and tickets ($30‐
$45), the public may visit www.hammer
theatre.com or call (408) 924‐8501.

New Seasons Market
merges with Good Food
Holdings Family

New Seasons Market and New Leaf Com‐
munity Markets have agreed to merge with
Good Food Holdings, a U.S. subsidiary of the
South Korean company Emart.

New Seasons Market, located on Silver
Creek Valley Rd. in Evergreen will continue
to operate independently as certified B Cor‐
porations, with a commitment to the com‐
panies’ mission and values. 

“We are proud to join Good Food Hold‐
ings with a shared commitment to building
community through good food,” said For‐
rest Hoffmaster, New Seasons Market chief
executive officer. “This partnership with
Good Food Holdings ensures our longevity
as a community cornerstone − one that con‐
tinues to nourish our neighbors and staff,

inspire environmental stewardship and
champion the local food economy, as we
have done since 2000.”

“We are thrilled to welcome New Seasons
Market and New Leaf Community Markets
to our family of brands,” said Matt Turnbull,
managing director of Good Food Holdings.
“We’ve long admired New Seasons and New
Leaf as industry innovators, and look for‐
ward to partnering with their local leader‐
ship teams to deliver the best experience
for customers, staff and the community.”
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By Sylvia Arenas
Special to the Times

A
s we continue to celebrate
the new year, 2020 is also a
time to honor the 100‐year

anniversary of the wo‐men’s suf‐
frage movement. Together, we
celebrate and remember the
heroic struggle of the women who

fought so hard 100 years ago to
achieve the right to vote in the
United States.

To mark the occasion, I joined
the San Jose Women’s March this
month with my children, and I
was excited to see so many other
families marching throughout
downtown San Jose. Walking with

my kids in hand made me think
about the kind of future I want to
see for them – one where both my
son and my daughter have equal op‐
portunity to achieve everything
they dream of without fear or
reservations.

I also reflected on the sacrifices
that women before me made, so

that I could be able to
play a bigger role in
our community and
government through
elected office. We
will never know each
woman that bravely
fought for equal
treatment a century
ago but we can honor
those who use their
voice, talents, and
time to make a differ‐
ence in our commu‐
nity today. 

To celebrate our
local “Leading Ladies”
of District 8, I’d like to invite you
to nominate an outstanding wo‐

man within the dis‐
trict.  Do you know
an amazing woman
who:

• Gives her time
to a worthy cause?

• Contributes to
improving her com‐
munity?

• Leads by exam‐
ple? 

Let us know! 
Email my office

to receive a link to
the nomination form
at district8@ san‐
joseca.gov. I hope

you join us in celebrating the spe‐
cial women across District 8! 
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Remembering the 100 year anniversary of suffrage

District 8
Report

By Sylvia Arenas
City Councilmember
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By Joshua Kim 
Special to the Times

T
he Academy Awards, the biggest night
in Hollywood, is fast approaching, and
the list of nominated films represents

a great sampling of what cinema had to of‐
fer in the past year. 

Facing falling viewership due to a narrow
focus on so called “Oscar bait” dramas with
little or no popular appeal, the Academy
seems to be committed to its recent turn in
acknowledging films from a wide spectrum
of appeal. 

This year’s nominees include not only
films from veteran directors such as
Quentin Tarintino’s Once Upon a Time in
Hollywood and Martin Scorsese’s The Irish‑
man, but also includes the widely popular
one billion dollar hit comic book film Joker,
which scored eleven nominations, the most
of any other film. 

Oscar’s staples such as the period drama,
represented by female driven Little Women
and the war drama represented by 1917
were nominated, but so was the humorous
and satirical Jojo Rabbit and the fast paced
and energetic Ford v Ferrari. Parasite is only
the twelfth foreign language film in the Os‐
car’s ninety two year history to be nominat‐
ed for the Best Picture award. 

This year’s nominations also explored a
wide range of powerful and pertinent social
themes such as mental health and social
isolation, hate and anti‐antisemitism, and
class dynamics.

A major storyline to look out for at this

year’s ceremony is how well streaming
service Netflix’s films, The Irishman, Mar‑
riage Story, and The Two Popes perform.
While Netflix was able to win big with its
film Roma, last year, it was not able to nab
the top prize of Best Picture, and this year
Netflix is hoping for another shot at the
prize. A win for Netflix would cement its po‐
sition as a top industry film maker and
would symbolize the already shifting ways
in which films are viewed and distributed.

Despite the wide range of films nominat‐
ed, many movie goers are disappointed at
the jarringly apparent lack of racial and
gender diversity of this year’s nominees.
While the Academy has progressed in this
area in recent years, nominating movies
such as Moonlight (2017), Get Out (2018),
and BlackkKlansman (2019), this year’s
nominees contain no movies by or about
people of color. In addition, for the second
year in a row, no women have been nomi‐
nated for best director, despite many great
contenders such as Greta Gerwing for her
work on Little Women, Lulu Wang for her
work on The Farwell, and Marielle Heller for
her work on It's A Beautiful Day in the
Neighborhood.

This year’s Academy Awards will be tele‐
cast on February 9 at 5 p.m. PST on ABC.
Make sure to tune in to celebrate another
great year in film. In the meantime, check
out of these amazing nominated films from
last year.

Editor’s note: Questions and comments
can be sent to Joshua Kim at Jk5505@nyu.edu.

Oscars 2020: What to look for at
the biggest night in Hollywood

M
ore than half of Americans recent‐
ly polled believe that now is a good
time to make a home purchase, ac‐

cording to the latest consumer findings
from the National Association of Realtors
(NAR).

The 2019 fourth quarter survey re‐
vealed that 63% of people believe now is a
good time to buy a home, with 33% saying
they strongly believe now is a good time to
buy. Moreover, as to selling, 74% of those
polled believe that now is a good time to
sell.

Lawrence Yun, NAR’s chief economist,
said these positive sentiments can be
linked to the strong job market and favor‐
able economic conditions. “The mobility
rate has been very low as many have opted
to stay put for longer,” said Yun. “However,
this latest boost – Americans saying now is
a good time to move – is good news. With
mortgage rates low, the timing is indeed
ideal for those who want to enter into
homeownership and for those looking to
move on to their next home.” 

Respondents from the silent generation
(those born between 1925 and 1945)
were most likely to state that now is a good
time to buy (73%), while younger
boomers (those born between 1955 and

1964) also overwhelmingly viewed the
market favorably in terms of now being a
good time to purchase (70%). 

NAR’s fourth quarter Housing Opportu‐
nities and Market Experience (HOME) sur‐
vey found that 82% of those who earn
$100,000 or more said now is a good time
to sell a home, with 81% of those in the
West region agreeing.

“The Western region has seen home
prices increase to the point that costs have
outpaced income,” said Yun. “So, it is no
wonder that those living in the West would
think that now is a perfect time to place a
home on the market. California especially
is seeing some of the highest prices ever.”

The NAR study concurrently asked
about home prices over the past year. Six‐
ty‐four percent of those polled said they
believe prices have increased within their
communities within the last 12 months.
Thirty percent answered that they believe
prices have remained about the same,
while only 6% believe prices have de‐
creased over that period.

Respondents were asked to share expec‐
tations of community home prices over the
next six months. Forty‐one percent pre‐
dicted that prices will remain the same in

See HOME SALES, page 14

Americans polled: Good time to buy
and sell home, NAR survey says
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Healing Touch Chiropractic Clinic
2724 Aborn Road, San Jose, CA 95121
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Ask About Our Discount Massage Package!
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appointment

Expires 2/29/20
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Rosario Espinoza, CMT
Leticia Espinoza, CMT

Swedish Massage
Deep Tissue Massage

Massage Therapy
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Massage

Winter Special

$35 special
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Times Features

By Gayle Kludt
San Jose Host East Valley 

Lions Club Secretary

2
020 is a most special year for the San
Jose Host East Valley Lions Club as we
will be celebrating our 100th anniver‐

sary!
The club was started on Feb‐

ruary 21, 1920 and received its
charter on March 24th of the
same year. I think it is most ap‐
propriate that this is occurring
in 2020 as 20/20 has always
been associated with vision test‐
ing. In fact, In 1925, Helen Keller
attended the Lions Clubs Inter‐
national Convention in Cedar
Point Ohio, and challenged Lions
to become “knights of the blind
in the crusade against dark‐
ness.” Since then Lions from
across the globe have worked tirelessly to
aid the blind and visually impaired.

Of course, our club has upheld Ms.
Keller's challenge for nearly a century with
monthly collections of eyeglasses along
with community vision screening events,
both with our Lions district's AJ Robinson
screening van and the use of our district's
spot cameras. These cameras take a picture
inside the eye and can determine vision is‐
sues in minutes! 

At LCI International, clubs enter their
service projects monthly to determine im‐
pact on their community. With the New
Year, I thought you would be interested in
our metrics or numbers so far. Since Lions
uses a July 31st to June 30th club calendar,
these numbers are only for six months. So
far since July, we have had 20 service proj‐
ects impacting 2,715 people in the Ever‐
green‐East Valley area. Of course, our focus
is always on vision and sight preservation
but we do many other things too. These in‐
clude our annual school backpack project,
help in transporting clients from the San
Jose Blind Center to doctor and dental ap‐
pointments, working with the Leos Club at
James Lick High school, staffing food

pantries and much more.  The real surprise
this year was our involvement with the
Grateful Garment Project which provides
clothing and supplies to the victims of sex‐
ual assault after their medical examina‐
tions. Their clothing is taken from them for

DNA screening. We were asked
to help collect small toiletries
which are packaged into after
exam kits. We collected sham‐
poo, conditioner, soap, dental
products, deodorant, body lo‐
tion, combs and brushes along
with clothing, socks and under‐
garments. I asked for donations
in this column and in the Vil‐
lager Newspaper thinking I'd
get a few hundred items. I got
thousands, so much so that the
boxes of supplies filled the en‐
tire back area of my gigantic

Ford Explorer. The drive was so successful,
we are going to duplicate it in the spring!
Thank you so very much to the Evergreen
community for their support of this project. 

Of course we have many special things
planned for our special year with a celebra‐
tory banquet planned for April 19th. We
have been contacted by the pediatric can‐
cer unit of Stanford Hospital to help pro‐
vide art supply kits for the children under
their care  and this will be the project for
our centennial event. We also are planning
the building of a greenhouse in conjunction
with the Leos and Science department at
James Lick High. 

The motto of our club in 2020 (or it is
that 20/20?) is "One Hundred Years of
Service." A hundred years is a long time and
I wonder how many people our club has
helped in that hundred year period. Whe‐
ther providing new eyeglasses or a school
backpack, books or hearing aids, it is our
pleasure to work in this most wonderful
neighborhood. Here's to the next one hun‐
dred years of working together. 

I wish you the happiest of New Years! 
We Serve. 

Home sales
Continued from page 11
their communities during that period,
while 48% said they believe prices will rise
and 11% said they expect prices to fall in
the next six months.

Millennials at 47% were most likely to
believe prices will increase in their com‐
munities. Out of the four major regions, the
South had the highest number of residents
who said home prices would climb over six
months.

Finally, the NAR survey found that 52%
of those polled believe the U.S. economy is
improving. This is consistent with the third
quarter of 2019. For the fourth quarter, op‐
timism is highest among individuals who
earn $100,000 compared to other income
levels, as well as for those who reside in ru‐
ral areas compared to other locations.
Forty‐seven percent of millennials said
they believe the economy is improving, the
lowest of all age groups. Forty‐one percent

of those in urban areas said they believe
the economy is improving, compared to
66% in rural areas.

Yun took note of the contrasts of view‐
points. “Whether it is a reflection of politics
or true economic conditions, there is a dif‐
ference of views between rural and urban
areas,” he said.  

About NAR’s HOME Survey
From October through December, a

sample of U.S. households was surveyed
via a random‐digit‐dial, including a mix of
cell phones and landlines. The survey was
conducted by an established survey re‐
search firm, TechnoMetrica Market Intelli‐
gence. Each month approximately 900
qualified households responded to the sur‐
vey. The data was compiled for this report
representing a total of 2,707 household re‐
sponses. 

The National Association of Realtors® is
America’s largest trade association, repre‑
senting more than 1.4 million members in‑
volved in all aspects of the residential and
commercial real estate industries. 

The Lions’
Lair

By Gayle Kludt
Club Co-President

One hundred years of service!
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Vaccines and pets
By Dr. Raj Singh

Special to the Times
Just like people, pets need vaccines too.
Pet vaccination schedules vary depending

on age, overall health, state laws, and expo‐
sure factor. It is important knowing when and
why your pet needs a particular
vaccine. Recommendations from
your family vet are the best way
to stay on schedule with vaccina‐
tions for your pet. 

Vaccines are divided into two
groups: 

1. Core pet vaccines. These are
the vaccines that are recom‐
mended for every pet.

2. Non‐core vaccines are the
ones that depend on your pet's
lifestyle like pet boarding or for
outdoor pets.

There are many reasons to
vaccinate your pet:

• Your pet's  lifestyle which can be you tak‐
ing your pet to dog parks or pet boarding
places or going to pet daycare centers.

• You have moved to a different area where
your pet might be exposed to wildlife or con‐
taminated water. Certain regions have differ‐
ent dog and cat vaccine requirements as com‐
pared to where you currently live. Some re‐
gions have more prevalence of certain dis‐
eases.

• Travelling to a different country with your
pet where they are more susceptible to cer‐
tain diseases.

Health issues as your pet ages
Younger pets like puppies and kittens need

vaccines more frequently whereas adult pet's
vaccine schedules may change due to age, ill‐
ness or disease. If a pet falls in any situation

described above then your veterinarian can
recommend additional vaccines or change
vaccination schedules to make sure that your
pet is protected. Making a preventive vaccina‐
tion schedule which includes vaccines that
your pet needs is one of the best things you
can do to keep your pet healthy for many years.

Vaccines for puppies
Puppies need several sets of vaccine boost‐

ers to give them as much protection as possi‐
ble whereas adult dogs need year‐
ly vaccines. To keep your puppy
happy and healthy following a
vaccine schedule is imperative.  

Distemper/parvo vaccine pro‐
tects against many potentially fa‐
tal diseases. Rabies is a fatal dis‐
ease that affects all animals and
humans. Rabies vaccines are high‐
ly recommended. Bordetella: this
vaccine is used to prevent kennel
cough which can cause respirato‐
ry infection and even lead to
pneumonia.

Vaccines for cats/kittens
The following vaccines are necessary for

cats. Health‐distemper/upper respiratory is a
combination vaccine which protects against
many diseases. Rabies: just like dogs, cats
need rabies vaccine too. Feline leukemia: This
vaccine is for cats that come in contact with
stray cats outdoors. Just like puppies, young
kittens need several vaccination boosters.

Many factors need to be weighed when de‐
ciding on a vaccination plan that is tailor‐
made for your pet. Your family veterinarian
can help you decide which yearly vaccina‐
tions are best for your pet based on these fac‐
tors.

Editor’s note: Questions for this column may
be directed to Dr. Singh’s email address: for‑
petvet@yahoo.com; 408.270.4600; Aborn Pet
Clinic, 3286 S White Rd, San Jose, CA 95148.   

Your Pet
and You
By Dr. Raj Singh

Veterinarian

Please support 
our advertisers
and share this 
newspaper with
family and friends!



SOS AUTO REPAIR’S
“Quick Tip”

What’s a 
serpentine belt?

W
ell, it won’t keep your pants up,
but it does transport power to
your vital automotive compo‐

nents.
The serpentine belt is one long, snaking,

winding belt that keeps your alternator,
power steering pump, air conditioning
and—in some cases—your water pump
running smoothly and effectively. The belt
may also be guided by an idler pulley
and/or a belt tensioner to allow the belt to
pass over more than three pulleys with a
large enough wrap angle to avoid slipping.
It’s always recommended to replace the
idler pulley and belt tensioner when re‐
placing a serpentine belt. When one com‐
ponent wears, it puts your entire system at
risk of failure.

Consider these consequences of a bro‐
ken serpentine belt:

• A broken serpentine belt leads to a sud‐
den loss of power assist for the steering
system, where the steering wheel all‐of‐a‐
sudden becomes very hard to turn. Imag‐
ine that happening in the middle of a busy
intersection!

• A broken serpentine belt stops the wa‐
ter pump from circulating coolant (an‐
tifreeze) through the cooling system, and
the engine can overheat!

• A broken serpentine belt stops the al‐
ternator from generating power to operate
the vehicle’s electric (and electronic) sys‐
tems and recharge the battery. The head‐
lights will dim, the radio will not work, and
the battery will go dead!

These things may not happen right away
but can happen. Sometimes the belt falls off
(rather than breaking) because the pulleys
and tensioner are worn, damaged, or mis‐
aligned. In that case, simply replacing the
belt will not fix the problem. The underly‐
ing issues will need to be addressed first.

The belt may also fall off if it is improperly
routed or if it is the wrong belt.

If this happens to you be sure to try and
pull over to a safe place, turn on your haz‐
ard/emergency lights and call for a tow
truck (we recommend Jose at Cruz Towing
408‐648‐7000, if you are local) to have you
towed, hopefully to us ;) or to the nearest
repair facility. Make sure you let him know
SOS sent you! 

When to replace a serpentine belt is a
judgment call by a repair technician, and
it’s up to the vehicle’s owner to decide if the
time is right based on the technician’s rec‐
ommendation and/or the last time it was
replaced. We would stay on the side of cau‐
tion, which is why serpentine belts are
something we inspect at every oil change
(when accessible). But it is said to have it
inspected every 60k miles and replaced
every 90k miles. 

If you’re concerned about your vehicle
for whatever reason stop by at: 3519 San
Felipe Road in Evergreen. We’ll be happy to
assist you. 

If you have a question regarding your ve‐
hicle email us at sosautorepair2004@
gmail.com, if your question is published
you’ll receive a free oil change!

– Your friends at SOS AUTO REPAIR
SOS Auto Repair is located at: 3519 San

Felipe Road, San Jose, Ca. 95135: (408) 477‑
2242.

St. Francis of Assisi 
Blood Drive: Feb. 1

St. Francis of Assisi Evergreen and Stan‐
ford Blood Center is sponsoring a blood
drive in Evergreen.

The blood drive will be held on Saturday,
February 1st from 8 a.m. until 2 p.m. at the
St. Francis Community Center, 5111 San
Felipe Rd. 

The event is open to the public and any
and all eligible donors are encouraged to
come by Saturday and become a blood
donor.

Check to see what appointments are still
available by calling (408) 476‐6104 or visit
www.sbcdonor.org/donor/schedules/
drive_schedule/7969 

Santa Clara County is the
richest county in CA

Santa Clara County is the richest county
in California, reports financial news website
247wallst.com in a report which identifies
the richest counties in every state.

The median household income for a fam‐
ily in Santa Clara County is now $116,178
in comparison to a statewide average of
$71,228.  

Using data from the U.S. Census Bureau,
24/7 Wall St. reviewed the median house‐
hold income in over 2,000 counties and
county equivalents nationwide to identify
the richest county in each state.  

Santa Clara County
Median household income: $116,178

(state: $71,228)
Poverty rate: 7.9% (state: 14.3%)
Oct. 2019 unemployment: 2.2% (state:

3.9%)

Times Community News
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By Sara Calkins
Past President 2018‑19 and 2007‑08

W
hat happens when two Rotarians
from different countries meet at
an international con‐

ference? Shared values often
result in shared interests and
goals, and partnerships in
projects can develop. Due to
such a meeting, our club has
partnered with the Rotary
Club of Calcutta Uptown for
18 years to provide improve‐
ments for students at Hanspa‐
hari School, a tribal school in
rural India. 

Over the years of collabora‐
tion we added a well that was
installed for clean water, built
classrooms, an on‐site
kitchen, sanitary restrooms;
provided school supplies, school uniforms
and student scholarships. Along with the

students, members of the entire village
have benefitted from these improvements.

This month two San Jose East/Evergreen
Rotarians joined Madhumita Bishnu of Cal‐

cutta Uptown Rotary Club to
deliver new supplies. Ms.
Bishnu wrote:

"Rotarians Nick Leon, Mari‐
anne Ezell of Rotary San Jose
East Evergreen, Dist 5170,
USA have arrived in Calcutta,
India on 3rd Jan and arrived
in Bankura, West Bengal state
of India on 6th Jan morning to
distribute a distiller to NGO
Shamayita Math Hospital in
Amarkanan and a projector
and computers to Hanspahari
school tribal students. This
Rotary club has every year
since 2002 been helping

Shamayita Math with various projects.
Proud moment for Rotarians."

From left: Marianne Ezell and Nick Leon; Delivering a distiller; the new projector and computers.

ROTARY CLUB OF SAN JOSE EAST/EVERGREEN

Rotarians share interests and
goals at international conference

Rotary
Report

Sara Calkins,
Past President, SJE/E
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commercial and non‐profit that are $2 mil‐
lion dollars or more. And it’s a three‐quar‐
ter percent tax and it escalates from there.
$5 million and more and it’s a percent and
$8 million or more and it’s a percent and a
quarter.  So there are several reasons that I
don’t support it. First of all, do I think we
need to have funds to help affordability and
the homeless? Absolutely! No doubt about
it. And that money needs to be earmarked
and spent on the homeless and provide af‐
fordability. However, this tax goes into the
general fund, and that means that even
though there are some safeguards that the
current council has said they would adopt,
it is not binding on future councils. And any
money that goes into the general fund can
be spent on anything. The other thing is
that there is no sunset; that means it goes
on forever. There is no repeal. It’s not five
years and let’s find out if it does the job or
not. Not seven years and let’s see if it did the
job or not. If you solve the problem there is
still a transfer tax. Where does the money
go, it goes to the general fund? There’s a
quarter percent sales tax that was sup‐
posed to go to roads; it hasn’t in years!”       

Question: What would you prioritize
as a way to improve public safety in the
city of San Jose?  

Zito: “Public safety is probably the num‐
ber one issue for the city. We have hired
more police, but there are still only 1000

police officers for a million people. That’s a
1000 to 1 ratio. So for public safety, we need
to strengthen our neighbored associations
like there was when I first started a private
District 8 Round Table with our community
members and build them and have them be
very effective and have that support and
communications mechanisms so that the
communities know what support efforts are
available to them. Also they can report back
to the District 8 Round Table and we can ad‐
vocate as a group, as a community, as a Dis‐
trict 8 for the things that we need. We need
more policing and we need to leverage the
community service officers that we have.
We need to leverage the technology that we
have such as Nest and Ring Doorbells. And
work with those neighborhood associations
to provide the police with the information
that they need to capture these people that
are committing burglaries. So it’s a partner‐
ship with our community, it’s partnership
with our public safety, and it’s a partnership
with our county as well.”  

Arenas: “So we’ve been facing public safe‐
ty issues in this district for a very long time.
And sometimes this district gets hit really
hard around the holidays. I know because I
had an attempted burglary in my home. But
fortunately, I interrupted them without even
knowing. But nothing happened and I saved
my home from a burglary; but not everyone
is so lucky, right. And so I made sure that I
supported any competitive salaries for our
police officers; that was the first thing. And
the second really was to build those neigh‐

borhood associations; and I did; I doubled
them. And I think you saw supervisor
Cortese here earlier. Before I even came into
office, I met with him and I asked him how
did you preserve some of the safety, some of
the good, just the wonderful things about
Evergreen and one of the things he told me
was the neighborhood association piece.
And as you have heard earlier, he was the
founder of the District 8 Round Table and he
knows what he is talking about … really. So I
made sure I doubled our neighborhood as‐
sociations. We connected them with Beauti‐
fy San Jose grants. Many of our associations
get up to $5000 every year to beautify their
area. We have a great relationship with our
captains and we include them in our neigh‐
borhood associations and in our meetings;
so part of that is called community policing.
It’s getting to know your police officer. It’s
getting to know your neighbors.” 

Question: What is your vision for
transportation, land use and growth in
the city and District 8?  

Arenas: “Well, those things are a little dif‐
ferent. Here in District 8 we’re really not
meant to grow. This is not the area, where
we have more residential because we don’t
have these high transit areas. We don’t have
these transit friendly corridors, which is
what we are trying to encourage in the
downtown area, in west San Jose and north
San Jose. But what we will have is a light rail
extension to Eastridge, so that will facilitate
our transportation needs. And so that’s one
of the things I plan to continue to support.

But really we are not meant to grow. We’re
meant to grow like I said in transit corridors.
And I think if there are any opportunities it
will be along Capitol Expressway. So for land
use I really want to preserve. I fought really
hard. Internally we developed a measure at
City Hall to fight the measures that were
placed on the ballot that were going to create
a lot of housing back here without any bene‐
fits to the community. And so I also walked
the streets along with many of you here. I see
a lot of familiar faces. A lot of us walked to‐
gether and really made sure we won and we
won on both of those measures. So really my
look at the future of Evergreen, I’m going to
put it back on the audience; it’s really what
you all see… it’s not my voice that needs to
get heard…it’s the voice of all of us collec‐
tively.”                

Zito: “Transportation has to meet the
needs of the people. Building light rail
down Capitol Expressway when only 600
people are going to use it at a cost of $460M
is not my idea of the best way to use funds.
Way back when Dave Cortese was a city
council member he put together the Ever‐
green East Hills Vision Project which I sat
on seven years. And we looked at the possi‐
bility of growing District 8. And what we
did was put together a consortium of devel‐
opers and community members and put to‐
gether charrettes and working task force.
That is the way to do it. Work with the com‐
munity, work with the development com‐
munity and the residents and find out what

See FORUM, next page
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we can do and what we can’t do. Reid
Hillview is a big wildcard coming up.
Whether or not they close Reid Hillview
and what happens to that is still undecid‐
ed and it is something that the community
needs to be engaged in. Having a good
general plan that talks about urban vil‐
lages and high density and the places
where there is transit already that people
will use, that is important.  Land use and
growth in areas where it makes sense, on
the planning commission eight years and
the general plan task force and those are
the things we have been talking about on a
day‐to‐day basis.”  

Question: If elected successful in March,
what are your top three 90‑day goals for
District 8 and how would you measure and
communicate your progress?

Zito: “Number one is to reach out to the
community and create an effective com‐
munication plan, and that means go out
and try to get those seeds of neighbor‐
hood associations. Make sure those neigh‐
borhood associations get started and keep
working with them, and keep communi‐
cating with them so they don’t fall. That’s
what seems to happen. You get a few
meetings and then it falls apart. Number
two is traffic assessment to find out
where’s our worst traffic problems, what
times of the day, and work with DOT to
find out what we can do to establish miti‐
gating procedures for that. And, number
three is to look into our homeless situa‐
tion and find out where are the homeless
in our District, what services do they need
and work with the county and the city to
effect a plan to address the homeless.”  

Arenas: “So if I was voted back and the
voters were allowing me to continue to
serve, my 90‐day promise would be to
continue to do the great work we are do‐
ing now for each other. And that’s working
in tandem with the police department,
working with our neighborhood associa‐
tions, and also added to that, bringing
them in to some of the public safety strate‐
gies that we are working internally. And
that is related to sexual assault. We have a
higher average than the national trend in
sexual assaults, especially for young girls
under the age of 12. This is a crime that
hasn’t really been talked about. It’s not a
crime that people want to talk about and
want to discuss, but it needs to get ad‐
dressed. So, I will need all of you to come
together so that we can address it through
a victims unit so they can get the inves‐
tigative support that they deserve. Also
we have a retail study that we have kind of
on the backburner. And I have heard some
people say like… I wish we had a Trader
Joe’s. I wish I had more places to eat. So,
part of the commitment that I have from
the city manager’s office is to have more
engagement in retail in making sure that
some of these empty store fronts that we
see here get filled up. And they get filled
up with the needs of our community; not
imposing something else outside of what
we would like. So that is part of my prom‐
ise. And third is my promise to support
families and children.”

Questions from the audience
What is your stance on the planned

Buddhist Temple?
Zito: “As many of you know I was in‐

volved 20 years ago with the Sikh temple
issue and I truly believe that the majority
of people who are concerned with the
Buddhist temple are like the ones who are
concerned with the Sikh temple and that
is its use, which is controlled by the condi‐
tional use permit. What needs to happen
is the community and the owner, the occu‐
pier, the user of that facility needs to sit
down and come to an agreement on what
it can be used for as far as festivities,
hours, noise, ingress and egress. And I
know there's a lot of concerns about traf‐
fic, there are concerns about the possibili‐
ty about how there will be a lot of people
coming in and out at various times. And a
lot of it has to do with   communication
and making sure that the community and
the applicant sits down and comes to an
understanding of what's really going to
happen there. And then once the C.U.P. is
approved, that the C.U.P is followed and
that there is a grievance capability so that
the community members can say I have a
problem, can we address this situation
and it can be addressed. So it’s all about
communication and working together.”

Arenas: “So as a council member my
role is really to listen to our community. It
is not to tell others how to initially how to
develop their land; how to develop their
land because that is the responsibility of
our planning department. So, in this seg‐
ment of Buddhist temple my role is to
make sure that all of the process these and
all of the policies are adhered to and fol‐
lowed. One of the things that we have to
make sure of is that we are equitable and
fair to the applicant, so that there aren't
any legal repercussions back to the city.
And in that process there is an opportuni‐
ty to really to negotiate and for them to
hear some of the concerns and I've heard
some of your concerns especially about
underground parking in making sure that
I as your advocate get that to those devel‐
opers, into that applicant, to make sure
that they shape it the way that you feel
which you could live with. So there is a
process already set up and I think I've
talked about this in the past where this C.
U. P. process, the planning department will
give feedback to the application, it'll go to
the commission and those commissioners
will actually approve it or not. And you as
community members can then appeal it
when it gets appealed it comes to me and
my council and so typically that's when
we can have a little more of an opportuni‐
ty to really have the reins on this. But
throughout the whole process I’m here to
advocate.” 

What will you do to see that the Vil‑
lage Square is finally completed with
the removal of the eyesore mound of
dirt across from the library?

Arenas: “Oh, my gosh! Yes, actually my
chief of staff, who now is taking some time
off and is my campaign manager, Patrick
McGarrity, we have heard this before and
we're absolutely concerned and it's part
of what we have seen in our   general plan
update. So, every four years we have a

See FORUM, page 20
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Adlibmasters Toastmasters Club: A
group dedicated to helping develop com-
munication and leadership skills.  The
group meets the first and third Tuesdays
of each month from 5:15 - 7 p.m. at
HGST, a Western Digital Co. and the sec-
ond and fourth Tuesdays from 12 - 1
p.m. at IBM. For more information, go to
www.adlibmasters.org or call Lorraine
Myers at 1(408) 717-5552 weekdays or
1(408) 238-4580 weekends. 

District 8 Community Roundtable: 1st
Thursday of every month from 7:00 -
9:00 p.m. Location: Village Square" li-
brary (For information, visit d8crt.org) 

CalRTA-Area V-Div. 70 Retired Teachers
Organization: Meets bi-monthly at vari-
ous eastside cafes also conducts a vari-
ety of holiday socials/activities and schol-
arship fundraisers. Established in 1983!
All teaching levels and others welcome.
This organization supports the goals and
purposes of the California Teachers' Re-
tirement System. For more information
call E. Paros at (408) 274-1609 or email
parosej@ sbcglobal.net. 

East Side Union High School District
Board of Trustees: Meetings are typically
held on the third Thursday of each month
at 6 p.m. in the ESUHSD Education Cen-
ter, 830 N. Capitol Ave. 347-5000. Check
the web site for agendas and updates:
www.esuhsd.org

San Jose East / Evergreen Kiwanis Club
The Kiwanis meet regularly 1st and 3rd
Thursdays, 12:15pm at The Ranch Golf
Club, 4601 Hill Top View Ln, San Jose,
CA  95138. For 2nd Saturday community
projects and 4th Thursday evening so-
cials, consult www.rotarysjee.org

The Evergreen Business Assn is a net-
working group for business owners who
live and work in the Evergreen and nearby
areas.  The purpose of the Evergreen
Business Association is to develop and
foster connections and to provide a forum
for members to share knowledge, pro-
mote growth opportunities, and encour-
age referrals.  The group meets on the
third Thursday of every month at 7:30 am
at the Evergreen Village Square Library,
4035 Evergreen Village Square, San Jose.
We also meet at Evergreen Coffee Com-
pany on the 4th Friday of the month for a
more informal session at noon.  Ever-
green Coffee Company is also located at
Evergreen Village Square.  For more infor-
mation, please refer to our website at
www.ebagroup.org.

Evergreen-East Valley Realtors Market-
ing Meeting: Meets each Tuesday, 8:30
a.m. The EEVRMM invites realtors, bro-
kers, lenders and related affiliates to its
breakfast meeting. Market your listings,
match buyers with sellers and share real
estate success stories. Meetings are held
at New Seasons 5667 Silver Creek Valley
Rd San Jose Ca 95138.  $3 admission,
coffee and pastries included. For more in-
formation, call David Castillo at 238-
2000.

Evergreen School District Board of
Trustees: Meetings are typically held on
the second Thursday of every month, in
the district boardroom at 3188 Quimby
Road. For more information, call (408)
270-6800. 

The Evergreen Senior Advisory Council
meets the third Thursday of every month
at 9:30 a.m. Get involved in helping plan
events for seniors, volunteering for a

good cause, and getting to know your fel-
low seniors. For more information, call
the Evergreen Community Center at (408)
270-2220. 

Evergreen Valley Garden Club
Meeting at the SUNRISE SENIOR LIVING
CENTER, 4855 San Felipe Road (across
from McDonalds).  Meetings will be on
the 2nd. Wednesday of the month, from
3:15-4:15 EVGC (No meetings in July or
August) Membership is $20/year or $30
for couples. For further information,
please feel free to contact Susie Hender-
son: susiehenderson@sbcglobal.net or
(408)532-6602

Evergreen Valley High School Athletic
Booster Club meets every second
Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m. in the
school’s administration office.

Evergreen Valley High School Site
Council: Meets the first Wednesday of
every month on the EVHS campus in the
administration building D, 3300 Quimby
Rd., San Jose. Confirm meetings by visit-
ing the school’s web site, http://ev.ca.
campusgrid. net/home and clicking on
school site council in the left hand toolbar
or calling the school at (408) 347-7000. 

Evergreen Valley Rotary Club
We are a local service club dedicated to
improving our neighborhood and the
world. Local business leaders and active
community members may visit us every
Monday at 12:15 p.m. at the Clubhouse
at the Villages Golf & Country Club in
Evergreen.

Evergreen Valley Service Organization:
For more information, call (408) 274-6756.
Falls Creek Neighborhood Assn: Home-

owners from the Madison and Pulte area
developments are welcome and encour-
aged to attend future meetings. For more
information go to the Web at
http://groups.yahoo.com/
group/fallscreekneighbors or call Dave
Zenker at (408) 238-2591.

The Evergreen Community Center offers
a variety of classes and special events,
for kids, adults, and seniors. For more in-
formation on our activities visit:
www.sanjoseca.gov/ prns. The Senior
Nutrition program serves a delicious and
well balanced meal to seniors 60 and
over every Monday – Friday at noon. The
suggested donation is $3 per person.
Please make reservations at least one day
in advance by calling (408) 270-1244.
The center is located at 4860 San Felipe
Road.

Friends of Evergreen Library
meet on the 3rd Thursday of January,
April, July, and October from 5:30p.m.-
7p.m. in the Community Room of the
Evergreen Branch Library located at 2635
Aborn Road, San Jose.  For more infor-
mation call 408-808-3060.

LeyVa Community Action Team Assn:
This group is bounded by Barberry Lane
and Monrovia Drive, Capitol Expressway,
Aborn Road, and South King Road. For
meeting time and location, please contact
the association at (408) 795-5855.

Lions Club - San Jose East Valley: This
local Lions group meets at the Red Lob-
ster restaurant on Capitol at Aborn on the
second and fourth Tuesday of the month.
Dinner and fellowship start at 6 p.m. fol-
lowed by the meeting at 7 p.m. Since we
often meet at other places, attendees

should contact Gayle Kludt at 408 531
1063 to confirm location. Guests are al-
ways welcome. 

McLaughlin Corridor Neighborhood As-
soc. Meets second Thursday at 7 p.m. at
Tully Library. 365-1300.

Meadowfair Neighborhood Association
meets the second Wednesday of odd-
numbered months at 7 p.m. at Meadow-
fair Center, 2696 King Rd. For more infor-
mation, call 539-2308.

The Norwood Neighborhood Association
serves the neighborhoods from Norwood
Avenue to Tully Road between White and
Ruby.  We meet the first Tuesday of every
month at 7:00 pm at East Valley Church
located at 2827 Flint Avenue. Please visit
Next Door Norwood for more information.

Reid - Hillview Airport Assn: 3rd
Wednesday of every month at 7:30 p.m.
Location: Hillview Airport Terminal. (For
information, call (408) 251-4939 or visit
rhvaa.org)  

Rotary Club of San Jose East/Evergreen
meets every Thursday from 12:15 to 1:30
p.m. at the Drying Shed Restaurant, 402
Toyon Ave., San Jose. (408) 270-0557. 

Story Road Business Association: Meets
third Wednesday at 8:30 a.m. at Prusch
Park, South King Road at Story. For more
information, call 238-5422.

San Jose/Evergreen Community College
District Board 
Normally meets second Tuesday at 7:00
p.m. Meetings in the District Office, Board
Room, 40 S. Market St.,
San Jose, CA 95113. 

San Pedro Squares Toastmasters Club
meets every Tuesday from 7 a.m. to 8:30
a.m. at Jimmy’s Restaurant, 222 W. Capi-
tol Expressway in San Jose. Contact Bar-
bara at 373-2815, or email barbaramcch-
esney @sbcglobal.net for further infor-
mation, or check out the website at
http://www.sanpedrosquares. free-
toasthost.org.

Silver Creek (PTSA) Parent, Teacher,
Student Assn: Meets at 6:30 p.m. on the
second Tuesday in the Silver Creek High
School Principal’s Conference Room,
3434 Silver Creek Road. For more infor-
mation, call 347-5830. 

Silver Creek School Site Council Meet-
ings: Second Tuesday of the month at
4:00 pm in the Parent Center.

Silver Oak Educational Partnership: The
Silver Oak Educational Partnership is now
called the Silver Oak Elementary PTO
(Parent Teacher Organization). New meet-
ing schedule will be posted soon.

Tully Ocala Capitol King Neighborhood
Assn: 1st Monday of every other month
from 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. Location: Boys &
Girls Clubs of Silicon Valley - Smythe
Clubhouse

West Evergreen Neighborhood Assn:
This group represents the area bounded
approximately by Flanigan Drive, South
King Road, Aborn Road, and Alvin Av-
enue. Meets the third Tuesday at O.B.
Whaley Elementary School, 2655 Alvin
Ave., 7 to 8 p.m. For more information,
contact the association at 535-8613.

Email your meeting times and locations:
editorial@timesmediainc.com
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general plan update. And in that general
plan update we get to make some edits, if
you will. There's more technical words for
it, but I’m not a planner, I’m a council mem‐
ber. And so we kind of edit those things
those zoning, so that they can fit into those
land and the land use. So that particular
area has, I think it’s Shapell at this point,
right? They're going to develop this same
thing kind of units that you see all around
Village Square, but they had an issue be‐
cause the planning department made a mis‐
take on their zoning and so that's what
we're trying to fix. And as you all know the
government sometimes takes a while, just a
little bit, right? So it's taken us awhile to
kind of fix that, but the company is still very
much interested in having that completed,
we want to make sure a gets done. And so
part of that Evergreen Village has an urban
village allotment for homes and what I did
and I voted, I supported this in our general
plan taskforce, is that we gave most of that
residential allotment to downtown and
north San Jose, but we kept a little bit so
that those places could get developed.” 

Zito: “I’ll deal with the easy question first
which is the pile of dirt. And that is to work
with the developer, work with the
landowner and work with the city to essen‐
tially see what they can do about moving
that if it is in fact a problem, right, because
they may be well within their legal rights to
keep it there whether we like it or not, but

there's always negotiation. As far as finish‐
ing out the Square, yes the Evergreen Vil‐
lage Square was considered an urban vil‐
lage and it is now not. I'm on that task force
and voted to remove the urban village des‐
ignation for the Village Square. There are
other urban villages in District 8, but to
work with the developer now, work with
the owner and to see what should be there.
Now we've been told for years that com‐
mercial isn't the way to go, that they don't
want to do commercial, they would rather
do residential. And given the fact that we
need residential it might make sense, I
don't know we're not looking at all the P’s
and Q’s if you will, that given the fact they
were in a general plan update, given the fact
that they're going to open up the EDP, the
Evergreen Development Policy, that may be
residential, but very low density in my
opinion, residential would go there. So
there is still some opportunity there. It was
originally supposed to be commercial.
Whether or not that's still viable is still
worth looking at. So, working with the com‐
munity, working with the owner, finding
out what's best for that site.”

It was reported that Penny’s and
Macy’s are closing. What are you going
to do to bolster retail?

Zito: “So, I had heard that rumor on
Nextdoor as well. I went and checked with
some people I know at city hall. They got
back to me with the economic development
department and there is no credible report
that Penny’s and Macy's is going to
close…Sears yes, but not Penny’s and
Macy's. However, we all know that the brick

and mortars are under, how can I say, a
challenge. And Penny’s, if you've been fol‐
lowing them for a while, they have been
struggling there's no question about it. So is
it possible that some of the anchor stores
may close, certainly. What are we going to
do about the fact that Sears is closing?
That's something that we could address
working with the departments of economic
development, working with the private sec‐
tor, working with the owner of, is it still
General Growth Properties? I'm not sure if
they’re still the owners of it…and finding
out who they can bring in. And then work‐
ing with the community as far as who
would they shop at? Do they want a Trader
Joe's there? I don't know if Trader Joe’s
would come here. But you know who would
they like to see there? So, again working
with the community, working with the
owner of the mall and finding out what can
fill the shuttered storefronts. Hopefully
Macy's and J.C. Penney won't close any time
soon. And anybody who is still spreading
that news please stop because I understand
it's not true.”  

Arenas: “The reality is that we all shop
really differently, don’t we? During the hol‐
idays you probably see a lot of packages in
the front porch, because we do a lot of on‐
line shopping; it’s just so easy to do. I do it
myself. Unfortunately, that really impacts
our retailers and so whether it's Sears or J.
C. Penny or Macy's, there's a trend that's
changing just our nation, really. And so our
malls recognize that. And Eastridge has ac‐
tually done a really decent job in being re‐
sponsive and so that's why you see 24 Hour

Nautilus on site there. It's not necessarily
an anchor store, but it anchors a lot of ac‐
tivity and then afterwards they're working
out they can go to the food court, because
they’re really hungry! You know you have
bowling; you have a place where the chil‐
dren can play. We also have recognized
that we have recreation classes happen‐
ing. My little girl used to go to ballet; we
registered her twice there, right. So it just
keeps some kind of vibrancy. And whether
they make a change or not, I think we need
to make sure that we express what we'd
like to see. And that's why I had this retail
strategy engagement process and commit‐
ment from our city manager so that I can
learn some of those needs and wants and
connect with the vendors in the same way
to deliver.” 

What is your favorite place in District
8 and why is it your favorite?

Zito: “Wow, that's a hard one. I love Dis‐
trict 8, been living there for almost 30
years. Besides my house, being able to relax
and enjoy. I love the Village Square. I love
Eastridge Mall. I love the Villages…I love to
get out there and touch base with our older
population there. I love going out on the
trails. When I first moved in and I saw Ever‐
green Valley College, I looked at this place
and I said this is a school? Now I’m from
New York, you have to understand that see‐
ing green things and open space to me was
a real pleasure. Evergreen College is unique
in so many ways. I can't really pick one, I'm
sorry. There are so many gems that we have
in Evergreen and they need to be preserved

Continued, next page
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DAVID & VICKI
HARRIS

2921 Villages Parkway,
San Jose

(408) 754-1572

Times Cover Story

KERRY
SEXTON

ksexton@apr.com
silvercreekvalley4sale.com

(408) 476-4844

ERIC PARKER AND
NICKI BROWN

Eric Parker | 408.202.9000
eparker@apr.com
License # 01017235

Nicki Brown | 408.781.7389
nbrown@apr.com
License # 01272467

LISA
GAULT

GaultLisa@gmail.com
www.FindHomesAndLoans.net

(408) 202-1959

Thinking of selling? 
27+ yrs. experience

William Bailon Singh
Broker/Owner
408-859-9722

DRE 01086284

EDDIE
OBEROI

eddie@eddieoberoi.com
eddieoberoi.com

(408) 771-4088

Evergreen Real Estate Directoryand they all address different
needs for different people.”

Arenas: “I've gotta agree that
this is really difficult. This is the
hardest question so far. Oh, darn
it! Well you know it made me
think back when I heard that
question. It made me think back
to a lot of really great memories. I
have been  living here in Ever‐
green for the last 18 years. My 11
year old son of course was real
little and got to run around in the
streets; not exactly streets, at a
cul‐de‐ sac… it's a lot safer. But
when as he got older he is very
active and we take a lot of hikes
on the back roads of San Felipe
and a lot of the times that a lot of
the places that I associate with
really good people like Groes‐
beck Park I see a lot of wonderful
people out there and even
though it's not my neighborhood
park, I see beauty in it. I see beau‐
ty in the Gurdwara with their
very brotherly love and selfless‐
ness. And I see beauty and love in
our mosque and many of our dif‐
ferent places where we worship
and go where there is crisis and
where we are full of love. So, I
think District 8 is my favorite
place. I don't know that any one
particular   is going to make it to
the top.” 

Editor’s note: Due to space and
time restrictions, the state senate
forum article will appear in the
next issue of the Evergreen Times.

Matrix
Continued from page 1
of extras of no particular look or
type, and that extras with cars
they're willing to bring to the
shoot are welcome as well. If
you’re interested in becoming
an extra on “Project Ice Cream”
or other films and TV shows, you
can create a profile and apply
online at mycastingfile.com. 

Extras must be available to
work up to 12 hours or longer
per day at the rate of $124.72
per eight hours and must be
over the age of 18 who have au‐
thorization to work in the U.S.
You will be required to bring a
photo ID, social security card, or
passport to the movie set. 

Keanu Reeves in the original “Matrix.”

Want to 
submit a 

news item
for the 

Evergreen Times?
Press day: February 11, 2020
Deadline: February 8, 2020

Write to editorial@timesmediainc.com
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CAMPBELL UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST
400 W. Campbell Ave.
Campbell, CA 95008
(408) 378-4418
Pastor: Rev. Naomi
Schulz
No Matter Where You Are
On Life’s Journey, You
Are Welcome Here!
We are an Open and Af-
firming Congregation, and
celebrate members of the
LGBTQ+ Community.
Joy-filled worship every
Sunday at 10:00 AM,
with communion open to
all.
Join Pastor Naomi for
tea/coffee at Orchard Val-
ley cafe in Campbell dur-
ing community drop-in
office hours from 11 AM
to 1 PM on most Tues-
days.
Our ministries/activities
include:
• Bible study on the sec-
ond and fourth Wednes-
day of every month, at
6PM.
• A Food Pantry serving
anyone in need--open Tu/
Th/ Sa 10:00 AM to
Noon.
• Lighted Window Pro-
ductions featuring uplift-
ing concerts, thought-
provoking theater produc-

tions, informative lec-
tures, and even an occa-
sional karaoke night--all
in a wholesome environ-
ment.  
Our activities flow from
our core values:
• Extravagant Joy
• Passionate Faith
• Loving Respect
• Deep Connectedness 
• Intentional Growth 
• Shared Laughter 
Visit us at our web site at:
church@campbellucc.or
g or better yet, visit us at
our worship services on
Sundays at 10:00 AM.
Coffee, refreshments, and
conversation always,
right after service.

CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH OF ALMADEN
VALLEY, UCC
6581 Camden Ave., San
Jose, CA 95120. Pastor,
Rev. Marty Williams, 408
268 0243.
www.ccavucc.org.
We are a welcoming
church with a progressive
approach to faith, wor-
ship and giving to our lo-
cal community. We are
proud to be UCC, Open
and Affirming (O&A) and
welcome members of the
LGBT community. We
support local LifeMoves
(formerly InnVision) Shel-
ter Feedings once a
month, San Francisco

Night Ministry, Second
Harvest Food Bank,
Church World Service,
and Communities Re-
sponding to End Poverty.
Worship Sunday, 9:00
AM followed by fellow-
ship and refreshments.
1st Sunday in Worship:
Holy Communion
2nd Sunday in Worship:
Folks Choir and Potluck
Sunday.
Tuesdays, AA Meetings,
8:15 - 9:15 PM.
Wednesdays, 9:30 AM,
Women’s Study Group.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
5351 Carter Ave., San
Jose 95118
408.265.5837
www.bibleroad.org
We strive to be a group of
Christians that love and
honor God and Jesus
Christ in our daily lives.
We assemble each Sun-
day to encourage each
other through singing,
studying, praying and
sharing in the Lord’s sup-
per. Simple—just like
what one reads about in
the New Testament.
Bible class at 9:30 AM
Worship at 10:30 AM
Located in south San
Jose near Kooser Rd. and
Camden Ave. (behind the
Almaden Valley Athletic
Club). Come make new
Christian friends!

THE EPISCOPAL
CHURCH IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave. San
Jose, CA 95120.  The
Rev. Shelley Booth Den-
ney, Rector Phone:408-
268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal Church
in Almaden (ECA), we are
joyful followers of Jesus
Christ. Through worship,
study, fellowship and out-
reach, we strive to nur-
ture and grow a strong
faith community of be-
lievers, a family of all
ages, where each mem-
ber feels welcomed,
loved, valued and em-
powered to serve. Chil-
dren are especially wel-
comed and cherished as
an important part of
God's family. All junior
high and senior high stu-
dents are welcome to
participate in our Youth
Groups. During the
school year we have joint
Sunday School with our
sister church, the Congre-
gational Church of Almaden
Valley, UCC. The Episcopal
Church in Almaden offers
the following regular oppor-
tunities for worship: Sun-
day at 7:30AM and
10:45AM, Holy Commun-
ion service. Each Sunday
service is followed by a
coffee hour for friendship
and conversation.

EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
CENTER (EIC)
http://www.eicsanjose.org
2486 Ruby Ave, 
San Jose, CA 95148.
(408) 239-6668
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum" the
English meaning is "Peace
be upon you". 
Q) What is Islam, who are
Muslims, and what is the
Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and way
of life. Islam began in the
7th century. People who
follow Islam are known as
Muslims. The Quran is the
Divine holy book that
guides Muslims to prac-
tice Islam. 
Please visit our website to
learn more. 
Jazāk Allāhu Khayran!

FIRST CHURCH 
DOWNTOWN
Worshipping at 55 N. 7th
Street, in downtown San
Jose.  (Horace Mann
school) firstchurchdown-
town.com
Telephone: (408) 294-
7254 x310. We are a
community serving the
Christ from the heart of
the City, working to know
Jesus and make Jesus
known by serving, wor-
shipping, and learning to-
gether.  Worship services
are at 10:00 AM at the Ho-
race Mann Community
Center (7th and Santa
Clara Streets). Worship in-
cludes both contemporary
and traditional music, a
message that is relevant
to real life, based in the
Bible, and meaningful to
people of all ages and
backgrounds.  We work in
our community to provide
real assistance and long-
term, life-saving solutions:
food, housing, counseling,
and spiritual direction.
Our children's & families'
ministries include Sunday
classes, outdoor family
activities such as bike
rides and fishing trips.
Come, Make a Difference
and feel the difference
God can make in your life!

GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchSJ.net
See you on Facebook
2650 ABORN ROAD at
Kettmann, across from
Evergreen Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for
over 50 Years. John S
Goldstein, Pastor
Christian Worship every
Sunday at 11.00 am

Together let us build lives
toward excellence!
Music Institute
(408) 791-7772
After School lessons on
Piano, Violin, Viola, Flute
PreSchool, Age 2-6
years. Caring for your
child with God’s love and
affection.

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our
promise to our members.
If you are looking for an
active Christian faith
community, we invite
you to experience Holy
Spirit Parish Community.
All are welcome! We are
located at 1200 Red-
mond Avenue, San Jose,
CA 95120. Mass is cele-
brated at 8:30 a.m. Mon-
day - Friday. Our week-
end Mass schedule is
Saturday 5 p.m., Sunday
8 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30
a.m. and 6 p.m. Rite of
Reconciliation is every
Saturday at 4 p.m. or by
appointment. Our Parish
Office is open Monday -
Thursday 8:30 a.m. -
4:30 p.m. and Friday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Call 408-997-5100 for
recorded information or
408-997-5101 to speak
with someone in our
parish office. Information
on Faith Formation for
children and adults can
be obtained by calling
our Catechetical Office at
408-997-5115. Get in
the loop with our 3sixty
High School Youth Min-
istry by calling 408-997-
5106. Holy Spirit School
serves grades Pre-K
through 8th, and is locat-
ed at 1198 Redmond Av-
enue. You can reach the
school office at 408-
268-0794.

THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir  
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646 
English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 & 11:00
AM
Spanish Service:
11:00 AM
Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM
Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM
Mandarin Service:
11:00AM
Youth Extreme Point
(7th-12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

SAINT ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH
We invite you to become
a part of our hospitable,
intimate Catholic parish.
We are a caring commu-
nity, promoting spiritual

growth, reaching out to
people in need and
whereyou get to know
peopleby name. We offer
children's religious edu-
cation (CREATE); Youth
Ministry (BLAST & X-
STATIC); Scripture Study
(day & evening); Se-
nior's Group and many
other adult ministries as
well. Saint Anthony
parish is located
in Almaden Valley at
20101 McKean Road,
San Jose, 95120. Our
weekend Masses are at
4 p.m. on Saturday at
our historic church at
21800 Bertram Road in
New Almaden, CA
95042 and on Sunday at
8:30 a.m.,10:30 a.m.,
and 5:30 p.m. at the
McKean Road location.
Our Parish Office is open
Monday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
and Tuesday thru Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
and 1 - 4 p.m. For more
information, stop by the
Parish Office or call
(408) 997-4800, or visit
our website at www.
churchstanthony.com.
Fr. Larry Hendel, Pastor.

SAN JOSE GURDWARA
3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148 The
word Sikh (see-kh)
means "disciple" or "stu-
dent." A Sikh is a practi-
tioner of the faith founded
in the 15th century by
Guru Nanak in Punjab of
old British India.  A Guru
who is a "teacher" or "en-
lightener" completes the
relationship of teaching
and learning.  Sikhism is
monotheistic and stresses
the equality of all men and
women. Sikhs believe in
three basic principles;
meditating on the name of
God (praying), earning a
living by honest means
and sharing the fruits of
one's labor with others.
Currently there  are close
to one million Sikhs living
in the USA and Canada
and 25 million Sikhs living
around the world. Sikhism
is the 5th largest religion
in the world.  At the Gurd-
wara (House of God) in
San Jose we welcome all.
We pray daily for peace
and prosperity for every-
body in the world.  Come
to visit and enjoy Langer
(food) in our kitchen
which is open 365 days
of the year and serves
complementary vegetari-
an meals.  We also en-
courage you to enter our
history room on site and
walk the beautiful

grounds. Learn more
about us and community
events we sponsor by vis-
iting our website;
http://www. SanJoseGur-
dwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
CATHOLIC CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., 
San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1562. 
www.stfrancisofassisi.com 
or www.stfrancis
ofassisipreschool.org
We invite you to join our
community of faith located
in the Evergreen area of
San Jose. We are an in-
clusive diverse communi-
ty striving to serve as Dis-
ciples of Jesus Christ in
the footsteps of St. Fran-
cis, offering prayerful and
joyful liturgies; evangeliza-
tion, fellowship, and serv-
ice opportunities to the
community. We offer spiri-
tual opportunities for all
ages, including children's
liturgy, dynamic E.C.H.O -
Jr. High, IGNITE - High
School and North Star -
Young Adult Ministries,
along with small faith
communities and opportu-
nities to help the poor and
marginalized of San Jose.
Our Preschool is the only
Catholic Preschool offer-
ing quality family oriented
service in the Evergreen
and Silver Creek areas.
Our Chapel, Gathering
Hall, Parish Office, Mis-
sion Center, Parish Gift
Shop, Memorial Garden
and Preschool are all lo-
cated at 5111 San Felipe
Rd. Please come join us
to worship at one of the
following times and loca-
tions: 
St. Francis of Assisi
Chapel: Saturday 5:00PM,
Sunday 8:30 AM, 10:30
AM, 12:30 PM, 4:00 PM
(Mass in Vietnamese),
6:00 PM Youth Mass
St. Francis of Assisi Gath-
ering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM, Sun-
day11:00AM, Igbo Mass -
Second Sunday of the
month 12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange -
2840 Aborn Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated Com-
munity (Cribari Auditori-
um) Sunday 8:15 AM
For more information,
please call or visit us at
the Parish Mission Center
open M-F 9:00 AM -12:00
PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM.
Come join us and share
your presence with us so
that together we may
grow and share our gifts
to help build God's Kingdom!

Get 
listed!

For Worship 
listing ads, 

call 408.483-5458
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Shoe Repair

Driving School

Advantage Driving School is the premier driving school in northern Califor-
nia. Advantage Driving School has trained more than 

300,000 students to drive safely since 1994. We offer complete 
programs for both traditional classroom and online courses. 

Driver Training is the behind the wheel training which prepares your 
child to pass the driving test at the DMV. We also offer complete programs
for adults and senior citizens. If you have never driven or just need some
supplemental instruction to improve your driving skills, we are just the

school for you! We believe Advantage Driving School offers a great 
combination of experienced driving instructors and affordable prices! 

Location: 5440 Thornwood Drive, Suite F; 
Hours: 9 am-5 pm M-F 9 am–12 noon S-S; Phone: 408.363.4182; Email:

info@advantagedriversed.com | Website: advantagedriversed.com

Call to place your 
ad today!  

(408) 483.5458

Property Management

Employment

Services

Music
Lessons
$15 per
lesson

Piano, guitar,
drums, bass,
voice, flute

(408) 268-6703

Jewelry

Notice

Gifts

Please 
recycle

this 
newspaper!
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SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS NEEDED – EVERGREEN SCHOOL DISTRICT
Evergreen School District is currently hiring certificated 

substitute teachers for Kindergarten – 8th  grade. 
Requirements: Bachelor’s Degree, Proof of Passed CBEST Exam, 

30-Day Substitute Teacher Permit, Fingerprint Clearance, and TB Test.
Rate of Pay: Starting at $135.00/Day

For further information, please contact Evergreen School District, 
Human Resources Department, (408) 270- 6817.

Artwork

Art for sale
Two large Henry Volle' watercolors of 

the early days of the Villages. These are crafted
by a master watercolorist in very bright colors
depicting the hills behind the villages in a reality
setting. Volle' was a resident of the Villages for
many years before retiring to a care facility. The 

barnwood frames measure 32"X41" and are
beautifully matted to enhance the beauty of the

paintings. $400.00 for the pair. 
Call Frank at 408-207-5556 - mention paintings

and please leave a message. 

TimesClassifieds

Calendar for sale 
featuring wildlife in
Evergreen Valley
The 2020 Calendar featuring wildlife pic-
tures taken by Lou Alexander is now
available for $23.95. About $5 goes to
the Villages Medical Auxiliary. The calen-
dar is on the far right of the first row at
www.zazzle.com/store/thevillagesvma
There are also some small note cards for
sale on the site, all featuring scenes from
inside The Villages.

YOUR AD HERE!
Call the Evergreen Times today at

408.483.5458 or email
williamb@timesmediainc.com



Recently Sold Homes in Your Neighborhood/Surrounding Areas

Find out how 
to get your
home sold for
top dollar in 
today's chang-
ing market! 

Take 
advantage
before the
market
changes!

I have buyers
for your home!
Sell it off 
market without
hassle! Text me:
408-771-4088

Find out why
more and
more buyers
and sellers are
hiring Eddie!

Top 1% 
individual
producer
nationwide!

Find out 
why over 
90 families
chose to work
with us last
year!

EVERGREEN AND SURROUNDING AREA

SILVER CREEK AND SURROUNDING AREA

Street Address Price Bds Bths SqFt Lot Size
3394 Meadowlands Lane $1,975,000 5 3|0 3,066 16,419 Lot SqFt
3313 Alsace Court $1,620,000 4 3|0 2,547 4,853 Lot SqFt
4147 Voltaire Street $1,500,000 4 3|1 2,730 4,730 Lot SqFt
3667 Lago De Bracciano Street $1,457,000 4 3|0 2,542 4,840 Lot SqFt
3617 Pleasant Knoll Drive $1,445,000 5 3|1 3,649 8,822 Lot SqFt
3550 Rollingside Drive $1,370,000 4 3|0 2,106 9,092 Lot SqFt
3156 Markwood Court $1,285,000 3 2|1 2,458 10,357 Lot SqFt
3362 Norwood Avenue $1,225,000 3 2|1 1,902 6,936 Lot SqFt
3286 Knightswood Way $1,225,000 4 3|0 2,106 8,197 Lot SqFt
9057 Village View Loop $1,225,000 2 2|1 2,224 2,770 Lot SqFt
8825 Wine Valley Circle $1,200,000 3 2|0 2,256 5,200 Lot SqFt
8214 Claret Court $1,000,010 3 2|1 2,001 9,962 Lot SqFt
2247 Fairmont Drive $974,950 4 2|1 1,973 6,005 Lot SqFt
3112 LUDLOW Court $930,000 4 2|0 1,538 5,807 Lot SqFt
3124 Peanut Brittle Drive $920,000 3 2|0 1,487 5,963 Lot SqFt
8225 Claret Court $920,000 2 2|0 2,001 7,052 Lot SqFt

Street Address Price Bds Bths SqFt Lot Size
5735 La Seyne Place $3,400,000 5 5|1 6,600 16,749 Lot SqFt
1631 Hill Top View Court $2,280,000 5 3|1 3,902 11,763 Lot SqFt
1535 Rangewood Drive $2,150,000 5 3|1 4,023 8,199 Lot SqFt
5617 Snowdon Place $2,100,000 4 3|1 3,429 7,128 Lot SqFt
1557 Silver Pond Lane $2,085,000 5 4|0 3,523 11,774 Lot SqFt
6056 Whitehaven Court $2,005,000 4 5|0 3,453 6,547 Lot SqFt
5647 Snowdon Place $1,994,000 4 3|0 2,833 8,446 Lot SqFt
4700 Silver Ranch Place $1,550,000 3 2|0 2,093 6,327 Lot SqFt
1439 Trestlewood Drive $1,410,000 4 2|1 2,459 4,801 Lot SqFt
6624 Gravina Loop $1,346,000 4 2|1 2,567 15,893 Lot SqFt
1333 Trailside Court $1,262,000 4 3|1 2,538 3,661 Lot SqFt
6113 Country Club Parkway $1,235,000 3 2|0 2,332 2,750 Lot SqFt
724 Sirica Way $1,235,000 5 3|1 2,753 11,000 Lot SqFt
1262 Thornbury Lane $1,190,000 3 3|0 2,234 5,162 Lot SqFt
2313 Silver Breeze Court $1,020,000 2 2|0 2,154 3,276 Lot SqFt
6139 Country Club Parkway $989,000 2 2|0 1,590 2,709 Lot SqFt
5857 Marshwell Way $900,000 4 2|0 1,355 5,774 Lot SqFt
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