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S
an Jose lawmakers have voted
to send a clear message to the
Valley Transportation Author‐

ity (VTA) to not shift money from
Measure B to expanding bus routes.

The San Jose City Council voted
7‐2‐2 to send a letter to the VTA
Board of Directors calling on their
regional partners to keep their “com‐
mitment” to voters in a letter by pre‐
serving the 2016 transportation
sales tax Measure B revenue for pre‐
approved projects, which include
repaving roads and widening high‐
ways.

Mayor Sam Liccardo and Coun‐
cilmembers Magdalena Carrasco,
Lan Diep, Chappie Jones and Raul
Peralez serve as directors on the
VTA board. 

Climate and transportation acti‐
vists have been rallying support to
divert the sales tax’s funds — esti‐
mated to produce more than $6.3
billion over the next 30 years. Dozens
of advocates lobbied the VTA’s board
of directors last month to put more
Measure B funding into expanding
the county’s bus routes and servic‐
es. Out of the $6.3 billion from meas‐
ure B funds, $3.25B will go to tran‐
sit including $500 million for buses

and 250 bike trails, $1B for Caltrain
and $1.5B for BART PHASE 2.

The majority of the council mem‐
bers are worried that shifting the
Measure B funding priorities would
tarnish their reputation with vot‐
ers, especially with Measure E
which will appear on the March
2020 ballot. If passed, the real estate
property transfer tax measure will
raise tens of millions of dollars a year
to fund affordable housing projects
in San Jose.

Two Councilmembers, Raul Pera‐
lez and Sergio Jimenez dissented,
siding with proponents of the real‐
location to combat climate change

and getting residents out of vehicles
and onto buses and trains. Coun‐
cilmembers Sylvia Arenas and Mag‐
dalena Carrasco were absent. 

Councilmember Johnny Khamis
spearheaded an effort to keep the
funding as intended in a letter to
VTA which he signed in Dec. along
with Vice Mayor Chappie Jones and
councilmembers Bev Davis and Pam
Foley.  

Khamis calls the shifting of funds
“dishonest,” stating that the move
would undermine the will of the vot‐
ers. “I think that it’s dishonest, be‐
cause it’s not what we told the pub‐
lic that we would do,” Khamis said. 

District 10 City Council 
Candidate Forum to be
held Monday, Feb. 10

The Almaden Valley Com‐
munity Association (AVAC)
is hosting a District 10 City
Council Candidate Forum.

The nonpartisan forum
will be held Monday, Feb. 10
from 7 p.m. – 9 p.m. at West‐
Gate Church – South Hills
Campus, 6601 Camden Ave. 

There are three District 10
City Council Candidates for
the upcoming March 3, 2020
Primary election; Jenny Hig‐
gins Bradanini, Matt Mahan,
and Helen Wang.  

AVCA, a non‐profit organ‐
ization founded in 1961, is a
grassroots community organ‐
ization dedicated to improv‐
ing the quality of life in
Almaden. 

For more information

about AVCA, visit avcasj.org.

Jenny Higgins Bradanini

Matt Mahan

Helen Wang

Support for reallocation of Measure B funds nixed by San Jose City Council

By Lorraine Gabbert
Senior Staff Writer

Joyful shrieks and laughter rip‐
ple from the slide, swings, and
spinning rides at San Jose’s

Rotary PlayGarden. But this is no
ordinary playground: it’s a place
for both able‐bodied and disabled
children to play together with fam‐
ily and friends. 

“I love this playground and this
opportunity for my son,” says
Amanda Afshar. “He’s able to play
with any child and not see differ‐
ences as something negative, but
just to see them as differences. He
can still play and interact with
those children.” 

Parent Chris Dewile agrees. 
“All these kids are meeting each

other,” he says. “So, when they go
to school, they don’t have biases."

All‐inclusive playgrounds are
popping up throughout Santa Clara
County, including a future site at
Almaden Lake Park, thanks to $20
million in County grants. 

Parks, Recreation, and Neigh‐

borhood Services (PRNS) Deputy
Director Nicolle Burnham says that
these types of playgrounds pro‐
vide places for children and adults
of all abilities and ages to come
together and share in the joy of
play and connectivity. 

“All‐inclusive playgrounds pro‐
vide experiences that are com‐
fortable, fun, and challenging for
community members of all skills
and abilities,” she says.  

“It’s gratifying, and frankly, it’s
just the right thing to do to pro‐
vide all‐inclusive places to play
and socialize,” says Santa Clara
County Board President Joe Simit‐
ian. “I’m so pleased that our Coun‐
ty stepped up to help create more
of these innovative playgrounds
for all.”

Simitian, who with Supervisor
Cindy Chavez, proposed the initial
$10 million matching grant pro‐
gram, provided $2 million for each
of the five supervisorial districts
to ensure projects were funded in

See PLAYGROUND, page 18

All-inclusive playground is
coming to Almaden Lake Park

All-inclusive playgrounds are about providing spaces where everyone in the commu-
nity can come together and be able to play together.
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OP ED

Two major
reasons voters
should defeat
Measure E 

By Pat Waite
Special to the Times

T
hese days it’s difficult to drive
around San Jose without see‐
ing evidence of our area’s

housing problems. Tents along the
railroad tracks, people soliciting on
street corners and parked cars full
of personal belongings can be found
all over our city. We feel sorry for
our fellow residents who find them‐
selves in such dire straits and want
to do what we can to help.

Yet Citizens for Fiscal Responsi‐
bility (CFR) urges voters to vote no
on San Jose’s Measure E, the real
property transfer tax, expected to
raise around $50 million per year.
One issue that we have with the pro‐
posal is that there is no sunset
clause. Even if we someday solve
our housing problem, the tax will
persist. But there are two major rea‐
sons we believe that voters should
reject the measure.

First and most importantly, Meas‐
ure E is a General Fund tax meas‐
ure, which means the city council
can spend the funds it generates on
whatever they deem necessary.
Today’s council promises the pro‐
ceeds will be used for subsidizing
affordable housing and addressing
homelessness. That’s obviously
well‐intentioned and certainly
money needs to be spent address‐
ing those issues. The problem is that
the use of the General Fund dollars
by subsequent city councils cannot
be restricted. When the next down‐
turn hits, the tax receipts will most
certainly be diverted to avoid lay‐
offs and other cuts. Alternatively, a
future council could determine that
paying down the city’s $3.5 billion
unfunded pension liability is a bet‐
ter use of the Measure E funds. The
bottom line is that Measure E funds

See MEASURE E, page 8

By Director Linda J. LeZotte,
District 4

Santa Clara County Water

W
ith the public comment
period on the Draft Envi‐
ronmental Impact Report

(EIR) for the Almaden Lake Im‐
provement Project now closed, I
wanted to take a moment to thank
all the members of the communi‐
ty who have participated in our
extensive outreach for this project. 

As an initiative funded through
our Safe, Clean Water and Natural
Flood Protection program, the
Almaden Lake project is locally
financed, and it is very important
that our community’s voice is
heard.

It was great to see more than 60
people attend our Jan. 8 public
meeting at Valley Water’s head‐
quarters, just a couple of blocks
away from Almaden Lake to
express their views and opinions
on the environmental impact of
the proposed project. The gather‐
ing marked the 22nd public meet‐
ing Valley Water has hosted since
outreach on the project began in
2012.

Almaden Lake is located about
five miles away from the site of the
old New Almaden Quicksilver
Mine, a gold rush era mine that
resulted in the release of thou‐
sands of tons of mercury into local
creeks and the Guadalupe Water‐
shed. Since the formation of
Almaden Lake by the erosion of
the old gravel quarry, mercury‐
laden sediment that flows down
Alamitos Creek has accumulated
at the bottom.

To address these issues, the proj‐
ect team proposes to build a levee
to separate Alamitos Creek from
Almaden Lake. Post‐construction,
the lake will feature the existing
island and a new island. To
improve water circulation, the lake
bottom will be re‐contoured and
water from the lake will be dis‐
charged to the Alamitos Percola‐
tion Pond. The creek flows will be
isolated to the restored creek sec‐
tion, providing a direct connection
from Alamitos Creek to Guadalupe
River, as it once did before the park

was created in the 1980s.
The native Central California

Coast steelhead, a species listed as
threatened under the Federal
Endangered Species Act, will be
able to swim through improved
conditions bypassing the waters
of the lake, where they risk getting
lost and being preyed upon by inva‐
sive species, such as bass.

The Final Environmental Impact
Report will be brought to the Val‐
ley Water Board of Directors in the
summer of 2020. The extensive
community input we've gathered
ensures me, along with my board
colleagues, that our decision will
be well informed. We will be
responding in writing to all com‐
ments received during the review
period of the draft in the final EIR.

Safe, Clean Water and Natural
Flood Protection matter to all of
us. 

Thanks for working side‐by‐side
with Valley Water, as we maintain
our commitment to protect the
environment, restore habitat and
improve water quality.

The Senator Mine at Almaden Quicksilver County Park opened in 1863 and was
worked until 1926. The mine released tons of mercury into the local watershed.

How the Almaden Lake Project will help the environment

Swearing in
San Jose Police Academy’s thirty‐sixth Graduating Class ceremony swears in 46 police officers

on Jan. 24. The San Jose Police Department continues to strive to reflect diversity of the city of San
Jose. It was reported that the last two police academy classes, more than 70 percent of recruits
have gone on to finish their field training to become street‐ready officers. 
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Leadership
lessons
learned 
from Kobe

By Gino Blefari 
Special to the Times

O
n the subject of sports, the biggest
news event last week as you know
was the tragic passing of Lakers leg‐

end Kobe Bryant.
As the news outlets widely reported, Kobe

died suddenly along with his daughter Gian‐
na Bryant and seven other passengers
aboard a helicopter that crashed Sunday
morning into a hillside in Calabasas, Cali‐
fornia.

As the world mourns all those lives lost
in the crash. And while we collectively grieve,
there are patches of hope to be found in the
important leadership lessons the basket‐
ball luminary left behind.

Kobe was an undeniable master of his
sport. He was a five‐time NBA Champion
and the youngest player to ever start an NBA
game at 18 years and 158 days old. At 18
years of age, Kobe was also the youngest
Slam Dunk Contest winner when he took
first place in the 1997 competition during
All‐Star Weekend. In his final NBA game,
Kobe scored an incredible 60 points. He
was also an 18‐time NBA All‐Star and a two‐
time Olympic gold medalist.

But even with his massive accomplish‐
ments, he made just as profound an impact
off the court, especially through the devel‐
opment of his unique approach to sports,
business and life. After watching Quentin
Tarantino’s Kill Bill, Kobe coined his own
nickname, Black Mamba, which was code
in the movie for the world’s deadliest assas‐
sin. Inspired by the nickname, Kobe devel‐
oped a mindset called “Mamba Mentality,”
applicable to any situation and every leader.
Speaking with Amazon Book Review, Kobe
defined the term: “Mamba Mentality is all
about focusing on the process and trusting
in the hard work when it matters most. It’s
the ultimate mantra for the competitive
spirit.”

Here are a few examples of Kobe’s unre‐
lenting Mamba Mindset:

1. He was a fierce competitor. Even dur‐
ing Kobe’s high school years playing at
Lower Merion in Ardmore, Pennsylvania,
he would show up to practice at 5 a.m. and
stay on the court for a solid two hours. He’d
also play one‐on‐one games with his team‐
mates … to 100 points. (During his worst
match‐up, Business Insider says he still won
100‐12.)

2. He never let anything—even injury—
sideline him in the execution of his goals.
During his years as a Lakers player, Kobe
was always the first player in the gym, even
when he was hurt. He once played left‐
handed because he had an injury to his right

hand and was determined not to let it keep
him off the court. 

3. He combined physical practice with
mental motivation. He was a proponent of
the mental aspect of the game; former Lak‐
ers teammate Shaquille O’Neill wrote in his
book that Kobe would often practice drib‐
bling and shooting without a ball and exhib‐
it the same physical intensity as if he had
a ball in his hands.

4. He was a student of continuous
improvement. According to Sports Illus‐
trated, in 2008 he requested Nike shave a
few millimeters off the soles of his sneak‐
ers to get “a hundredth of a second better
reaction time.”

5. He believed in authenticity and the
power of personal storytelling. “Be your‐
self,” he once said to Bloomberg. “That’s it.
Be you. There’s no gimmick. You don’t have
to contrive anything. Who are you? Where
are you today? What is your story? And all
you’re doing is communicating that story
to the public.”

6. He was committed to accountability in
leadership. Speaking with NBA TV, Kobe
said in February of 2015: “There’s a big
misconception where people winning or
success comes from everybody putting their
arms around each other and singing ‘Kum‐
baya’ and patting them on the back when
they mess up, and that’s just not the reali‐
ty. If you are going to be a leader, you are
not going to please everybody. You have to
hold people accountable, even if you have
that moment of being uncomfortable.”

7. He programmed the non‐conscious
portion of his brain to reject failure. To
Showtime, Kobe explained: “When we are
saying, ‘This cannot be accomplished, this
cannot be done,’ then we are short‐chang‐
ing ourselves. My brain, it cannot process
failure. It will not process failure. Because
if I have to sit there and face myself and tell
myself, ‘You’re a failure,’ I think that is …
almost worse than death.”

Gino Blefari is Chairman, HSG Affiliates
LLC. ginoblefari@hsfranchise.com
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Central location in Santa Clara
1044 Bluebird Avenue

Tucked away on a quiet street close to Lawrence Expressway, this ranch-style home is full of
unique designer touches. The 7,200 square foot lot gives this naturally-lit, airy home enough

room to show its amazing personality.  This is most obvious with the extensive brick front
courtyard with covered porch – the perfect place for al fresco dining and expanding the
amount of space you have for large gatherings.  1,388 square feet of single level living
space, 3 bedrooms and 2 full bath rooms plus and office/den. Offered at $1,648,000 

Sold over li
st price 

with multip
le offers!
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Measure E
Continued from page 4
flow into the city’s General Fund, and there‐
fore can be used for whatever spending the
city council chooses.

Second, the government bodies specifi‐
cally tasked with addressing our home‐
lessness and affordable housing issues are
deploying major funds to do so. Voters
passed 2018’s Measure A, the Santa Clara
County measure allocating $950 million to
solving our housing crisis. Thus far $234
million has been committed for construc‐
tion of about 1,600 units scheduled for com‐
pletion by 2022. Voters also passed the $4
billion California Proposition 1 and Gover‐
nor Newsom has released $1 billion of it.
Additionally, the governor’s 2020‐21 budg‐
et includes $1.4 billion to fight homeless‐
ness. To top it off, local companies recog‐
nize their role in helping solve the chronic
problem and are stepping up big time. Apple,
Facebook, Google and others have com‐
mitted $4.5 billion for area housing solu‐
tions and are already deploying funds
through local non‐profits.

Our city certainly should be part of the

solution, but within the context of our city
charter. San Jose should start by stream‐
lining and reducing the cost of its con‐
struction processes, which are major imped‐
iments to driving up our supply of housing.
Our city government leaders need to reduce
planning, development and construction
fees, which can add upwards of $60,000 to
the cost of building a home. They need to
address the bureaucratic quagmire that cre‐
ates an unreasonably long concept to com‐
pletion of the construction cycle. The zon‐
ing philosophy must evolve from one favor‐
ing existing homeowners to one that facil‐
itates increased density where appropri‐
ate to reduce the cost of land per residen‐
tial unit. These actions will facilitate the
construction of the affordable homes so
badly needed in our city.

CFR encourages you to tell our city coun‐
cil how you believe they should address the
area’s housing problems by voting no on
Measure E. We also urge you to consider
supporting the non‐profit organizations
working to help solve the problems, a list
of which can be found at our web site,
www.cfr‐sj.org.

Pat Waite is the President of Citizens for
Fiscal Responsibility.

Hammer Theatre 
presents National 
Geographic Live!

Hammer Theatre Center presents Nation‐
al Geographic Live!, an acclaimed speaker
series bringing the world's best scientists,
explorers, authors, photographers, and film‐
makers to the stage in thought‐provoking
presentations by today's leading explorers. 

The spring 2020 lineup for National Geo‐
graphic Live! includes wildlife cinematogra‐
pher Shannon Wild, bioengineer Kakani Kati‐
ja, award‐winning photographer David Gut‐
tenfelder, and Egyptologist Kara Cooney.
Shows will be held at the Hammer Theatre
Center, 101 Paseo De San Antonio, San Jose. 

For more information and tickets ($30‐
$45), the public may visit www.ham‐
mertheatre.com or call (408) 924‐8501.

Extras needed for
new ‘Matrix 4’ movie

Almaden residents who have ever dreamed
of appearing in a Hollywood blockbuster fea‐
turing simulated gunfire, pyrotechnics, hel‐
icopters flying under 500 feet, here’s your
opportunity!

A “major” film, Matrix 4 under the code
name of “Project Ice Cream” has begun   film‐
ing in the Bay Area and will conclude shoot‐
ing on March 1. 

Casting is looking for a lot of extras of no
particular look or type, and that extras with
cars they're willing to bring to the shoot are
welcome as well. If you’re interested in becom‐
ing an extra on “Project Ice Cream” or other
films and TV shows, you can create a profile
and apply online at mycastingfile.com. 

Extras must be available to work up to 12
hours or longer per day at the rate of $124.72
per eight hours and must be over the age of
18 who have authorization to work in the U.S.
You will be required to bring a photo ID, social
security card, or passport to the movie set. 

Bulb flowers are good
gifts for your Valentine

Valentine’s Day means flowers ‐ and lots
of them! 

After all, nothing comes close to flowers
as a declaration of love. Go ahead: be extrav‐
agant with your choice of dazzling tulips,
hyacinths, daffodils and many more enchant‐
ing spring flowers. Celebrate love!

The colors of love
Red isn’t the only color associated with

love anymore. Today’s flower trends are much
more inclusive so there’s no reason to limit
your choice. Pick
what you like. Or even
better: listen to your
heart! Choose from
the season’s most lus‐
cious flowers: from
tulips to hyacinths,
from daffodils to
grape hyacinths. It’s
the perfect way to create the most personal
gift of flowers you could imagine. And includ‐
ing one or more red tulips could never be
wrong!

Pure love
Anything’s possible ‐ even when you keep

it simple. What about a great big bunch of
tulips in your sweetheart’s favorite color?
That’s what we’d call pure love! A large vase
filled with one or more kinds of daffodils
would also make the perfect gift. Or choose
beautiful bulb flowers all in a single color:
blue irises, hyacinths and grape hyacinths.
Stylish to say the least.

Make your love last
These spring flowers are also available as

ready‐potted bulbs. This makes it easy to fill
up a big container. It’s like giving a garden
full of flowers. Fun to give and fun to receive.
And your Valentine will enjoy them even
longer. If you’d like to make something your‐
self, fill some little jars or mugs with a single
ready‐potted tulip and give them to your
favorite friends and relatives. A small gesture,
but one that says a lot! More flower gift ideas
are available at: www.ilsysays.com. 
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Beaulieu of
Almaden wins
swimming and
diving awards 

L
iberty League swimming and diving
awards were presented recently to
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute (RPI)

student‐athlete Megan Beaulieu
of Almaden Valley.

Beaulieu recently won six
events and finished second in
a seventh to help Rensselaer to
a dual meet win and a runner‐
up in an invitational in two
meets held Jan.18‐19. Beaulieu
was also named swimmer of
the week.

In a 200‐98 win over Union
College at Robison Pool on Fri‐
day, she helped the 200 med‐
ley relay team to a win in a time
of 1:53.83, won the 200 freestyle in 2:03.02,
captured the 200 backstroke in 2:13.42
and swam the anchor on the winning 200
free relay team (1:42.95).

In the RPI Kumpf Invitational, Beaulieu
won the 200 backstroke, defeating 13 oth‐
ers with a time of 2:14.40, and finished sec‐
ond of 14 in the 200 individual medley, los‐
ing by less than a second (2:16.47 ‐ 2:16.84).

She also swam on the victorious 400 med‐
ley relay team that won by more than three
seconds (4:09.53 ‐ 4:12.85). Rensselaer
was second of five schools in the invita‐
tional with 557 points. Ithaca College won
with 602 points.

An aeronautical engineering major,
Beaulieu was previously honored in mid‐
October when she had two wins and two
second place finishes in a dual meet at RIT.
She captured the 200 backstroke in 2:12.84,
which was nearly three seconds ahead of
the runner‐up (2:15.29), and won the 200
individual medley in 2:15.29. Beaulieu was

second in the 200 free by .01 (2:00.79 ‐
2:00.80) and swam on the second place
200 medley relay team (1:56.52).

As a freshman, Beaulieu set school
records in the 200 backstroke (2:02.53)
and 400 medley relay (3:51.23). She was
an NCAA All‐America Honorable Mention
in both the 100 backstroke (13th) and 200
backstroke (16th).
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Dakota Alspach of
Almaden named to 
University of 
Delaware’s Dean List

Dakota Alspach of
Almaden Valley has
been named to the Uni‐
versity of Delaware's
Dean's List.

Dakota is studying
Special Education and
Early Childhood. 

To meet eligibility requirements for the
Dean's List, a student must be enrolled full‐
time and earn a GPA of 3.5 or above (on a
4.0 scale) for the semester.

The University of Delaware has a great
tradition of excellence, from its founding as
a small private academy in 1743, to the
research‐intensive, technologically advanced
institution of today.

Chae Eun Kim of Almaden
named to Lehigh 
University Dean's List

Chae Eun Kim of
Almaden Valley has
been named to the
Dean's List at Lehigh
University in the Fall
2019 semester.

Dean's List status is
awarded to students

who earned a scholastic average of 3.6 or
better while carrying at least 12 hours of
regularly graded courses.

Kim attended Bret Harte Middle School
and graduated from Leland High School in
2018.  She was a member of Leland’s Girls
Varsity Basketball Team. She was one of the
Central Coast Section’s top hurdlers in both
the 100‐meter hurdles and 300‐meter hur‐
dles as a junior. In her high school career,
she has 18 victories in the 300 hurdles and
14 in the 100 hurdles, as well as multiple
wins on relay teams.

For more than 150 years, Lehigh Univer‐
sity (lehigh.edu) has combined academic and
learning opportunities with leadership in
fostering innovative research. The institu‐
tion is among the nation's most selective,
highly ranked private research universities. 

Almaden Georgia Tech
graduates announced

Georgia Tech has announced that three
Almaden residents have graduated from
Georgia Institute of Technology the Insti‐
tute's 258th Commencement ceremony.

Receiving degrees are Nguyen Le, Master
of Science in Computer Science; Rohan
Ramakrishnan, Bachelor of Science in Com‐
puter Science; and Courtney Wong, Bache‐
lor of Science in Biomedical Engineering.

One of the nation's leading research uni‐
versities, the Georgia Institute of Technolo‐
gy is in the business of Creating the Next‐‐
the next idea, the next technology, and the
next legion of agile minds well equipped to

imagine and engineer our future. Georgia
Tech is ranked number 5 among the nation's
public universities by U.S. News & World
Report.

Mackenzie Meyer of
Almaden named to
McDaniel Dean's List 

Mackenzie Meyer of
Almaden Valley has
been recognized for
outstanding academic
achievement by being
named to the McDaniel
College Dean's List with
Highest Honors.

Meyer, who graduated from Pioneer High
School, is majoring in Biology. She is cur‐
rently on the McDaniel College Women’s
Cross Country Team.  

McDaniel College, founded in 1867, is a
four‐year, independent college of the liber‐
al arts and sciences offering more than 70
undergraduate programs of study, including
pre‐professional specializations and student‐
designed majors, and more than 20 gradu‐
ate programs. 

13th Annual Winter Walk
and Senior Resource Fair
at Westfield Oakridge
Mall: Feb. 21

You're invited to attend a Hawaiian
Themed 13th Annual Senior Winter Walk &
Resource Fair on Friday, Feb. 21 from 8 am
to 10 am at Westfield Oakridge in the Macy’s
Court.

The free Winter
Walk and Senior
Resource Fair will
feature entertain‐
ment, a free conti‐
nental breakfast,
free on‐site regis‐
tration, and many
drawing prizes. The
event is hosted by
San Jose City Coun‐
cilmembers, Johnny
Khamis, Pam Foley
and Sergio Jimenez.

Bring your used eye glasses and hearing
aids to the Lion’s Club table to receive an extra
drawing ticket.

Sponsors for this year’s event are: Almaden
Times, Alameda Family Funeral Services, El
Camino Health, Kaiser Permanente, Star One
Credit Union, and Westfield Oakridge. 

Westfield Oakridge is located at 925 Blos‐
som Hill Rd., San Jose, CA.

For more information, please call Michele
Dexter at: (408) 535.4978 or email
Michele.Dexter@sanjoseca.gov

Times Local News
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L-R: Nguyen Le, Courtney Wong 
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Soup on a cold day ‐‐ Almaden Community Center held its annual soup party on January
18th. More than 150 seniors enjoyed several delicious soups, including Chicken Matza Ball,
Gumbo Time, Minestrone Italian Vegetarian and Chicken Tortilla prepared by the Almaden
Senior Chefs. 
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Times Community News

By Johnny Khamis 
Special to the Times

T
his past week, I had the great honor
of speaking to the 46 cadets of the
San José Police Department (SJPD)

as they became full‐fledged SJPD Officers
sworn to protect and serve
the residents of San José. 

These new officers will now
move on to field training
alongside seasoned officers,
after which they will be fully
trained and ready to take on
their own assignments. Some
of the new officers will join
the Traffic Enforcement Unit
(TEU) and will bring that unit
up to a total of 20 officers,
which is important given the
large number of complaints
my office receives related to
people speeding, ignoring traf‐
fic control devices, and driv‐
ing recklessly. Be sure to continue to report
traffic enforcement issues via the SJPD Traf‐
fic Enforcement Request form which is
available online: www.jpd.org/_forms/
teu_request_form.asp  

In my most recent meeting with our
Southern Division Captain, Gina Tibaldi,
she informed me that in November – the
latest period for which statistics were avail‐
able ‐ the TEU issued 266 citations in South‐
ern Division for violations that included
speeding, running red lights, and distract‐
ed driving.

Using funds budgeted for burglary pre‐
vention, the SJPD launched a foot patrol. In
December, this foot patrol was focused on
deterring burglaries around the busy
Oakridge Mall shopping center. They are
also being utilized to address hot spots
when they arise, such as the recent string
of car break‐ins along Winfield Boulevard.
The visibility of the foot patrols helps to

deter further incidents while allowing them
to get an up‐close look at any nefarious
activity. 

Something else the SJPD is doing to help
keep us safe is conducting warrant checks
on individuals living in homeless encamp‐

ments. Many of those with out‐
standing warrants are in pos‐
session of methamphetamine,
illegal weapons, stolen prop‐
erty, or are trespassing, and
we – and people living in
encampments – are made
safer when these wanted indi‐
viduals are back behind bars.

Finally, Chief Eddie Garcia
and his team have been doing
a fantastic job of taking ille‐
gal guns off of our streets with
recent busts highlighted on
the Chief’s Twitter feed ‐
@sjpdchief. California cannot
be serious about gun crime

until we get guns out of the hands of those
criminals who have given up their right to
have a gun. We must also reform our laws
so that possessing a gun while committing
a crime is punished like the terrible crime
that it is – so I’ll be getting you more infor‐
mation in future newsletters on a fix to
Proposition 47 – the Reducing Crime and
Keeping California Safe Act of 2020 ‐ that
will be on the November ballot for voters
to approve.

Remember to call 9‐1‐1 if you feel a sit‐
uation is dangerous or you require imme‐
diate attention and report non‐emergen‐
cies via 3‐1‐1 or the SJPD’s online report
system. If your street hasn’t had a Neigh‐
borhood Watch recently, be sure to reach
out to my Chief of Staff, Shane Patrick Con‐
nolly, at district10@sanjoseca.gov. He can
connect you with Crime Prevention to get
one scheduled.

San Jose public safety update

District 10
Report

Johnny Khamis,
City Councilmember

Bay Area home prices on upswing again
Real Estate agents and economists expect a market rebound  

After a slump in Bay Area home prices, the market appears poised to drive higher
as buyers face low inventory and act on low interest rates, which the Federal Reserve
Board left unchanged last week. 

Low interest rates and a steady economy once again have stoked buying and selling
across the region. December’s median home price rose to $871,500.

The median sale price for a single‐family home in the Bay Area edged up 1.5% in
December over the previous year; the first upswing since April 2019. 

Real Estate agents and economists expect a market rebound after the December
price upswing.  
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Playground
Continued from page 1
each area.

“I thought it was important that
these playgrounds become a region‐
al asset,” he said. “Kids and families
from all across the County should
have access to playgrounds that are
truly all‐inclusive.”

In the first round, the City of San
Jose was awarded $2 million for
improvements at Emma Prusch
Farm Park and $1 million for Lin‐
coln Glen Park. In the second round,
the City was awarded $1 million for
Rotary PlayGarden and $671,250 for
Almaden Lake Park. Other grants
went to the City of Cupertino, Moun‐
tain View School District, Palo Alto
Unified School District, Santa Clara
Unified School District, and the City
of Santa Clara. 

“The success of the Rotary Play‐
Garden at Guadalupe River Gardens
demonstrated an overwhelming
need for all‐inclusive playgrounds,”
says Burnham. “The generous grant
program funded by Santa Clara
County provided much needed seed
money for PRNS to accelerate the
addition of all‐inclusive playgrounds
throughout the City.”

Julie Riera Matsushima the vision‐
ary and force behind the all‐inclu‐
sive Rotary PlayGarden, was moti‐
vated by her love for her twin grand‐
daughters, and especially by Aimee,
who is physically disabled.

“When they were small, we could‐
n’t take them to the park,” says Mat‐
sushima, “because one could play
and one could not, as she’s in a wheel‐
chair. That was the start of my quest
to have the city do more.”

As president of the Rotary Club of
San Jose, she shared her frustration
regarding inaccessible parks and
asked for their support. So, when
the Rotary was deciding upon their
100th anniversary gift to the city,
the PlayGarden became their proj‐
ect. They raised about $6 million dol‐
lars to build it. 

“People didn’t get why we’d want
a park for able‐bodied kids to play
with disabled kids,” says Matsushi‐
ma. “The thought is they have noth‐
ing in common, but the reality is that
all children like to play together, and
nothing could be better than for able‐
bodied kids to see that children in a
wheelchair love to swing and go
down the slide as much as they do.”

The PlayGarden has something
for all ages and abilities and it’s not
just about kids: it also works for

grandparents with walkers and
wheelchairs. All‐inclusive play‐
grounds also provide a place for fam‐
ilies with disabled children to meet
and establish a support network. 

One of the favorite park elements
is the huge concrete slides with
ramps to the top rather than ladders
to climb. Concrete was chosen as the
building material as plastic and metal
interfere with cochlear implants.
There’s also a wheelchair‐accessi‐
ble merry‐go‐round, interactive
kinetic art, adaptive swings, musi‐
cal chimes, a sand‐and‐water play
area, and sculptures of native plants
and animals. Adding to sensory input,
pilot and air traffic control chatter
from Mineta San Jose International
Airport is piped in. Plans are in the
works to add a zipline and labyrinth. 

“Typically, a family with a disabled
child doesn’t go to the park as a fam‐
ily because there’s nowhere for those
children to play. This allows them
to do that. They can have birthday
parties, or picnics, and enjoy the
experience as a family,” says Mat‐
sushima. “It’s just awesome.”

“There are no new regulations
requiring all‐inclusive playgrounds,”
says Burnham. “This is something
we are doing proactively to serve
our residents. Playgrounds are
already required to be compliant
with the Americans with Disabili‐
ties Act, which helps ensure that
they’re accessible to wheelchair
users, but the ADA requirements
don’t do anything to address the 90
percent of people with disabilities
who aren’t in a wheelchair.”

All‐inclusive playgrounds also pro‐
vide safety rubber surfacing, ramps,
and earthen mounds to ensure that
all parts of the playground are usable
and enjoyable for people with mobil‐
ity or physical disabilities. Space is
devoted to imaginative, musical, and
nature/sensory play for children
with autism/sensory disorders or
who may have cognitive or devel‐
opmental disabilities. Burnham says
they’ve put an emphasis on plant‐
ing, trees, and natural play materi‐
als as exposure to nature at a young
age improves cognitive development
and soothes children with autism
and sensory processing disorders.

“We design the playgrounds
so…regardless of ability, each child
can find something to challenge or
excite them,” she says.

Almaden Lake Park’s all‑inclu‑
sive playground

In late March, PRNS will unveil
their preliminary design for the park
at a community outreach meeting.
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Want to 
submit a 

news item
for the 

Almaden Times?
Press day: February 18, 2020
Deadline: February 15, 2020

Write to editorial@timesmediainc.com

The Almaden Senior Association mem‑
bers are a diverse group of enthusiastic,
active, 50+ adults who enjoy new learn‑
ing opportunities, new experiences, and
new adventures. 

Membership in the Almaden Senior Asso‑
ciation offers discounts and opportunities
to enjoy . . . 

•  exercise classes for all levels of ability;
•  lunches and other social programs

organized and run by members of the Associ‐
ation;

•  book clubs, cooking, computer and photography classes;
•  trips to local and not so local places of interest such as the Steinbeck Museum

in Salinas, Whale Watching in Monterey, casino trips and more.

As a member you’re encouraged to help plan these activities and suggest new
ones to enjoy. The Senior Association Philanthropy Program set up a process to
donate funds to other non‐profit organizations that reflect our mission.

Connected
We enjoy meeting new people, making new connections and getting involved. All
volunteer opportunities are based on your time and energy commitment. Fees for
classes, trips and social events are kept low because of senior volunteer participa‐
tion and membership strength.

Stop by the main desk at the Almaden Community Center and ask for an applica‐
tion today. Yearly dues of $10 are returned to you by discounts to most of the pro‐
grams  you participate in.

Join us today, meet new people and get involved with classes and programs that
will enhance your life  and open new doors.

For more information, go to www.almadenseniors.org
Contact via email: alamadenseniors1@gmail.com

After gaining a better sense of what
the community envisions, they will
tailor their design accordingly. They
aim to have the design defined by
the end of the summer, begin con‐
struction in mid‐2021, and have the
park opened in 2022.

PRNS is also collecting feedback
from the community through an
online survey at: www.surveymon‐
key.com/r/AlmadenAll‐Inclusive1.

“So far, we’ve heard that people
want more active play elements and
more shade,” says Burnham. “For
specific play features like slides,
climbers, and nature play areas with
textured plants top the list.”

Due to the higher accessibility and
programmatic requirements, all‐
inclusive playgrounds are more
expensive than a typical playground.
The budget for the Almaden all‐inclu‐
sive playground is $1.3 million. The
grant program requires the City to
match the County’s grant, and as it’s
a reimbursement grant, the City has
to provide $2 million for a $1million
grant. 

“It’s a challenge for us,” says Burn‐
ham. “The Rotary PlayGarden was
built by the Rotary and they
fundraised for most of the $6 mil‐
lion it took to build that. If we had
additional funding, then the project
could be more robust. If there are
members of the Almaden commu‐

nity interested in doing some
fundraising to expand this project,
we would welcome that.”

“More money is needed to make
a better park,” says Michele Dexter,
Council Liaison for Councilmember
Johnny Khamis. “The parks depart‐
ment would be thrilled if they had
$2 million, but they don’t. It will be
a nice regional playground, but it
could be so much more. Finding
another source of funding would be
tremendous for the community.”

Dexter says that at a recent faith
leader luncheon hosted by Coun‐
cilmember Khamis, both Pastor Jor‐
dan Wong of Almaden Neighbor‐
hood Church and Pastor support per‐
son Melissa Hung of Westgate
Church, South Hills Campus, said
they have started special needs pro‐
grams in Almaden. 

“I told them we were putting in
an inclusive playground in Almaden,”
says Dexter, “and they said we need
that so much. There’s definitely a
need.” 

To aid with project funding, con‐
tact Nicolle Burnham at: 408‐793‐
5514.

“All‐inclusive playgrounds are
about providing spaces where every‐
one in the community can come
together and be able to play togeth‐
er,” says Burnham. “It’s important for
us as a society.” 

All-inclusive playgrounds also provide safety rubber surfacing, ramps, and earth-
en mounds to ensure that all parts of the playground are usable and enjoyable for
people with mobility or physical disabilities.
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CAMPBELL UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST
400 W. Campbell Ave.
Campbell, CA 95008
(408) 378-4418
Pastor: Rev. Naomi
Schulz
No Matter Where You Are
On Life’s Journey, You
Are Welcome Here!
We are an Open and
Affirming Congregation,
and celebrate members of
the LGBTQ+ Community.
Joy-filled worship every
Sunday at 10:00 AM, with
communion open to all.
Join Pastor Naomi for
tea/coffee at Orchard Val-
ley cafe in Campbell dur-
ing community drop-in
office hours from 11 AM
to 1 PM on most Tues-
days.
Our ministries/activities
include:
• Bible study on the sec-
ond and fourth Wednes-
day of every month, at
6PM.
• A Food Pantry serving
anyone in need--open Tu/
Th/ Sa 10:00 AM to
Noon.
• Lighted Window Pro-
ductions featuring uplift-
ing concerts, thought-
provoking theater produc-
tions, informative lec-

tures, and even an occa-
sional karaoke night--all in
a wholesome environ-
ment.  
Our activities flow from
our core values:
• Extravagant Joy
• Passionate Faith
• Loving Respect
• Deep Connectedness 
• Intentional Growth 
• Shared Laughter 
Visit us at our web site at:
church@campbellucc.org
or better yet, visit us at
our worship services on
Sundays at 10:00 AM.
Coffee, refreshments, and
conversation always, right
after service.

CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH OF ALMADEN
VALLEY, UCC
6581 Camden Ave., San
Jose, CA 95120. Pastor,
Rev. Marty Williams, 408
268 0243.
www.ccavucc.org.
We are a welcoming
church with a progressive
approach to faith, worship
and giving to our local
community. We are proud
to be UCC, Open and
Affirming (O&A) and wel-
come members of the
LGBT community. We
support local LifeMoves
(formerly InnVision) Shel-
ter Feedings once a
month, San Francisco
Night Ministry, Second

Harvest Food Bank,
Church World Service,
and Communities
Responding to End Pover-
ty.
Worship Sunday, 9:00 AM
followed by fellowship
and refreshments. 1st
Sunday in Worship: Holy
Communion
2nd Sunday in Worship:
Folks Choir and Potluck
Sunday.
Tuesdays, AA Meetings,
8:15 - 9:15 PM.
Wednesdays, 9:30 AM,
Women’s Study Group.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
5351 Carter Ave., San
Jose 95118
408.265.5837
www.bibleroad.org
We strive to be a group of
Christians that love and
honor God and Jesus
Christ in our daily lives.
We assemble each Sun-
day to encourage each
other through singing,
studying, praying and
sharing in the Lord’s sup-
per. Simple—just like
what one reads about in
the New Testament.
Bible class at 9:30 AM
Worship at 10:30 AM
Located in south San
Jose near Kooser Rd. and
Camden Ave. (behind the
Almaden Valley Athletic
Club). Come make new
Christian friends!

THE EPISCOPAL
CHURCH IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave. San
Jose, CA 95120.  The
Rev. Shelley Booth Den-
ney, Rector Phone:408-
268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal Church
in Almaden (ECA), we are
joyful followers of Jesus
Christ. Through worship,
study, fellowship and out-
reach, we strive to nur-
ture and grow a strong
faith community of believ-
ers, a family of all ages,
where each member feels
welcomed, loved, valued
and empowered to serve.
Children are especially
welcomed and cherished
as an important part of
God's family. All junior
high and senior high stu-
dents are welcome to
participate in our Youth
Groups. During the
school year we have joint
Sunday School with our
sister church, the Con-
gregational Church of
Almaden Valley, UCC. The
Episcopal Church in
Almaden offers the fol-
lowing regular opportuni-
ties for worship: Sunday
at 7:30AM and 10:45AM,
Holy Communion service.
Each Sunday service is
followed by a coffee hour
for friendship and conver-
sation.

EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
CENTER (EIC)
http://www.eicsanjose.org
2486 Ruby Ave, San Jose
CA 95148. 
(408) 239-6668
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum",
which means "Peace be
upon you".
Q) What is Islam, who are
Muslims, and what is the
Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and
way of life. It is the last in
the line and a continuation
of the Abrahamic faiths.
People who follow Islam
are called Muslims. The
Quran is the Divine book
that guides all mankind to
come closer to their cre-
ator.
Please visit our website to
learn more. 

FIRST CHURCH 
DOWNTOWN
Worshipping at 55 N. 7th
Street, in downtown San
Jose.  (Horace Mann
school) firstchurchdown-
town.com
Telephone: (408) 294-
7254 x310. We are a
community serving the
Christ from the heart of
the City, working to know
Jesus and make Jesus
known by serving, wor-
shipping, and learning
together.  Worship servic-
es are at 10:00 AM at the
Horace Mann Community
Center (7th and Santa
Clara Streets). Worship
includes both contempo-
rary and traditional music,
a message that is relevant
to real life, based in the
Bible, and meaningful to
people of all ages and
backgrounds.  We work in
our community to provide
real assistance and long-
term, life-saving solutions:
food, housing, counsel-
ing, and spiritual direction.
Our children's & families'
ministries include Sunday
classes, outdoor family
activities such as bike
rides and fishing trips.
Come, Make a Difference
and feel the difference
God can make in your life!

GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchSJ.net
See you on Facebook
2650 ABORN ROAD at
Kettmann, across from
Evergreen Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for
over 50 Years. John S
Goldstein, Pastor
Christian Worship every

Sunday at 11.00 am
Together let us build lives
toward excellence!
Music Institute
(408) 791-7772
After School lessons on
Piano, Violin, Viola, Flute
PreSchool, Age 2-6
years. Caring for your
child with God’s love and
affection.

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our
promise to our members.
If you are looking for an
active Christian faith
community, we invite
you to experience Holy
Spirit Parish Community.
All are welcome! We are
located at 1200 Red-
mond Avenue, San Jose,
CA 95120. Mass is cele-
brated at 8:30 a.m. Mon-
day - Friday. Our week-
end Mass schedule is
Saturday 5 p.m., Sunday
8 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30
a.m. and 6 p.m. Rite of
Reconciliation is every
Saturday at 4 p.m. or by
appointment. Our Parish
Office is open Monday -
Thursday 8:30 a.m. -
4:30 p.m. and Friday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Call 408-997-5100 for
recorded information or
408-997-5101 to speak
with someone in our
parish office. Information
on Faith Formation for
children and adults can
be obtained by calling
our Catechetical Office at
408-997-5115. Get in
the loop with our 3sixty
High School Youth Min-
istry by calling 408-997-
5106. Holy Spirit School
serves grades Pre-K
through 8th, and is locat-
ed at 1198 Redmond
Avenue. You can reach
the school office at 408-
268-0794.

THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir  
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646 
English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 &
11:00 AM
Spanish Service:
11:00 AM
Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM
Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM
Mandarin Service:
11:00AM
Youth Extreme Point
(7th-12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

SAINT ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH
We invite you to become
a part of our hospitable,
intimate Catholic parish.
We are a caring commu-

nity, promoting spiritual
growth, reaching out to
people in need and
whereyou get to know
peopleby name. We
offer children's religious
education (CREATE);
Youth Ministry (BLAST
& X-STATIC); Scripture
Study (day & evening);
Senior's Group and
many other adult min-
istries as well. Saint
Anthony parish is locat-
ed in Almaden Valley at
20101 McKean Road,
San Jose, 95120. Our
weekend Masses are at
4 p.m. on Saturday at
our historic church at
21800 Bertram Road in
New Almaden, CA
95042 and on Sunday at
8:30 a.m.,10:30 a.m.,
and 5:30 p.m. at the
McKean Road location.
Our Parish Office is open
Monday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
and Tuesday thru Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. and
1 - 4 p.m. For more infor-
mation, stop by the
Parish Office or call
(408) 997-4800, or visit
our website at www.
churchstanthony.com.
Fr. Larry Hendel, Pastor.

SAN JOSE GURDWARA
3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148 The
word Sikh (see-kh) means
"disciple" or "student." A
Sikh is a practitioner of the
faith founded in the 15th
century by Guru Nanak in
Punjab of old British India.
A Guru who is a "teacher"
or "enlightener" completes
the relationship of teach-
ing and learning.  Sikhism
is monotheistic and
stresses the equality of all
men and women. Sikhs
believe in three basic prin-
ciples; meditating on the
name of God (praying),
earning a living by honest
means and sharing the
fruits of one's labor with
others. Currently there  are
close to one million Sikhs
living in the USA and
Canada and 25 million
Sikhs living around the
world. Sikhism is the 5th
largest religion in the
world.  At the Gurdwara
(House of God) in San
Jose we welcome all. We
pray daily for peace and
prosperity for everybody
in the world.  Come to
visit and enjoy Langer
(food) in our kitchen
which is open 365 days of
the year and serves com-
plementary vegetarian
meals.  We also encour-
age you to enter our histo-
ry room on site and walk

the beautiful grounds.
Learn more about us and
community events we
sponsor by visiting our
website; http://www. San-
JoseGurdwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
CATHOLIC CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., 
San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1562. 
www.stfrancisofassisi.com
or www.stfrancis
ofassisipreschool.org
We invite you to join our
community of faith located
in the Evergreen area of
San Jose. We are an
inclusive diverse commu-
nity striving to serve as
Disciples of Jesus Christ
in the footsteps of St.
Francis, offering prayerful
and joyful liturgies; evan-
gelization, fellowship, and
service opportunities to
the community. We offer
spiritual opportunities for
all ages, including chil-
dren's liturgy, dynamic
E.C.H.O - Jr. High, IGNITE
- High School and North
Star -Young Adult Min-
istries, along with small
faith communities and
opportunities to help the
poor and marginalized of
San Jose. Our Preschool
is the only Catholic Pre-
school offering quality
family oriented service in
the Evergreen and Silver
Creek areas. Our Chapel,
Gathering Hall, Parish
Office, Mission Center,
Parish Gift Shop, Memori-
al Garden and Preschool
are all located at 5111
San Felipe Rd. Please
come join us to worship
at one of the following
times and locations: 
St. Francis of Assisi
Chapel: Saturday 5:00PM,
Sunday 8:30 AM, 10:30
AM, 12:30 PM, 4:00 PM
(Mass in Vietnamese),
6:00 PM Youth Mass
St. Francis of Assisi Gath-
ering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM, Sun-
day11:00AM, Igbo Mass -
Second Sunday of the
month 12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange -
2840 Aborn Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated Com-
munity (Cribari Auditori-
um) Sunday 8:15 AM
For more information,
please call or visit us at
the Parish Mission Center
open M-F 9:00 AM -12:00
PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM.
Come join us and share
your presence with us so
that together we may grow
and share our gifts to help
build God's Kingdom!

For Worship
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Serving Almaden Valley since 1995

(408) 254-1949
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DAN 
WALKER

Realtor® CalBRE #00758244

(408) 892-4813 
Dan.Walker@cbnorcal.com

KRAIG 
CONSTANTINO

kcreteam@gmail.com
www.KraigsListings.com

(408) 219-9122
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SUSAN
BOERNER

(408) 921-7619
compass.com/agents/susan-boerner/

Susan.boerner@compass.com

THERESE 
SWAN

tswan@apr.com
AlmadenValleyRealEstate.com

(408) 656-8240

MARGARET &
DAVID YOST

team@yostgroup.com

(408) 599-2130 
www.YostGroup.com

MARK & MADELINE
CHIAVETTA

(408) 425-2848
www.thechiavettas.com
info@thechiavettas.com
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Driving School

Advantage Driving School is the premier driving school in northern Califor-
nia. Advantage Driving School has trained more than 

300,000 students to drive safely since 1994. We offer complete 
programs for both traditional classroom and online courses. 

Driver Training is the behind the wheel training which prepares your 
child to pass the driving test at the DMV. We also offer complete programs
for adults and senior citizens. If you have never driven or just need some

supplemental instruction to improve your driving skills, we are just the
school for you! We believe Advantage Driving School offers a great 

combination of experienced driving instructors and affordable prices! 
Location: 5440 Thornwood Drive, Suite F; 

Hours: 9 am-5 pm M-F 9 am–12 noon S-S; Phone: 408.363.4182; Email:
info@advantagedriversed.com | Website: advantagedriversed.com

Call to place your 
ad today!  (408) 483.5458

Property Management

Music
Lessons
$15 per
lesson

Piano, guitar,
drums, bass,
voice, flute

(408) 268-6703

Jewelry

Singles

Almaden Valley 
(Senior) Singles 

The organization that

brings single residents of

Almaden Valley (95120) 

over 65 to enjoy a social life

close to home and take part

in community service.

Come and join us for our

monthly breakfast which is

held at 9 a.m. on the third

Tuesday of each month at 

Cup and Saucer, 

Princeton Plaza Mall, 

1375 Blossom Hill Road.

Home Services
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sTimes Features

By Joshua Kim 
Special to the Times

T
he Academy Awards, the biggest night
in Hollywood, is fast approaching, and
the list of nominated films represents

a great sampling of what cinema had to offer
in the past year. 

Facing falling viewership due to a narrow
focus on so called “Oscar bait” dramas with
little or no popular appeal, the Academy
seems to be committed to its recent turn in
acknowledging films from a wide spectrum
of appeal. 

This year’s nominees include not only films
from veteran directors such as Quentin Tar‐
intino’s Once Upon a Time in Hollywood and
Martin Scorsese’s The Irishman, but also
includes the widely popular one billion dol‐
lar hit comic book film Joker, which scored
eleven nominations, the most of any other
film. 

Oscar’s staples such as the period drama,
represented by female driven Little Women
and the war drama represented by 1917 were
nominated, but so was the humorous and
satirical Jojo Rabbit and the fast paced and
energetic Ford v Ferrari. Parasite is only the
twelfth foreign language film in the Oscar’s
ninety two year history to be nominated for
the Best Picture award. 

This year’s nominations also explored a
wide range of powerful and pertinent social
themes such as mental health and social iso‐
lation, hate and anti‐antisemitism, and class
dynamics.

A major storyline to look out for at this
year’s ceremony is how well streaming serv‐
ice Netflix’s films, The Irishman, Marriage
Story, and The Two Popes perform. While
Netflix was able to win big with its film Roma,
last year, it was not able to nab the top prize
of Best Picture, and this year Netflix is hop‐
ing for another shot at the prize. A win for
Netflix would cement its position as a top
industry film maker and would symbolize the
already shifting ways in which films are
viewed and distributed.

Despite the wide range of films nominat‐
ed, many movie goers are disappointed at
the jarringly apparent lack of racial and gen‐
der diversity of this year’s nominees. While
the Academy has progressed in this area in
recent years, nominating movies such as
Moonlight (2017), Get Out (2018), and Black‑
kKlansman (2019), this year’s nominees con‐
tain no movies by or about people of color.
In addition, for the second year in a row, no
women have been nominated for best direc‐
tor, despite many great contenders such as
Greta Gerwing for her work on Little Women,
Lulu Wang for her work on The Farwell, and
Marielle Heller for her work on It's A Beau‑
tiful Day in the Neighborhood.

This year’s Academy Awards will be tele‐
cast on February 9 at 5 p.m. PST on ABC.
Make sure to tune in to celebrate another great
year in film. In the meantime, check out these
amazing nominated films from last year.

Editor’s note: Questions and comments can
be sent to Joshua Kim at Jk5505@nyu.edu.

Oscars 2020: What to look for at
the biggest night in Hollywood

O
pera San José supporters gathered at
the historic California Theatre Jan. 21
to welcome its new General Director

Khori Dastoor and hear her unveil the com‐
pany’s new strategic vision and ground‐break‐
ing line‐up for the 2020‐21 Season.

Dastoor presented the company’s new pro‐
ductions, company premieres, artist debuts,
and cultural collaborations in
four mainstage productions –
including one with Broadway
roots, a San José Opera first. 

Dastoor succeeds retiring gen‐
eral director Larry Hancock. She
becomes one of only six women,
and the only woman of color,
leading a major opera company
in the US (budget over $3 mil‐
lion). Dastoor has been affiliat‐
ed with Opera San José since join‐
ing its resident ensemble of prin‐
cipal artists in 2007.

Since then she has been over‐
seeing all aspects of artistic plan‐
ning and business operations, and now
announces her first season to be staged Sep‐
tember 2020 through May 2021 at the beau‐
tifully restored California Theatre in down‐
town San Jose. 

Dastoor went on to enthusiastically describe
her vision for the future, noting, “In its next
chapter, Opera San José is committed to
expanding access to the art form for more
residents of our region, expanding and devel‐
oping our programmatic offerings to better

serve the diverse community of the valley,
and incubating the next generation of singers,
musicians, designers, composers, directors
and craftspeople that will engine the future
of operatic expression in America.” 

Also announced were new curtain times:
in the 2020‐21 season evening performanc‐
es will begin at 7:30 pm, and matinees move

to 2:00 pm Dastoor said. “We
heard from many patrons that
they would prefer to get home
earlier, and were happy to
respond with earlier show
times.”

For more information or to
purchase subscriptions ($140‐
$550 for four operas), the pub‐
lic can visit operasj.org or call
(408) 437‐4450 (open Monday
through Friday, 9:00am–
5:00pm). Subscriptions are on
sale now; single tickets will go
on sale in June 2020.

The Opera San Jose 2020‐21
Season will include four new productions:
THE MARRIAGE OF FIGARO ‐ A British Raj
reimagining of this brilliant opera buffa ‐ Sep‐
tember 12 – 27, 2020; CARMEN ‐ Fiery fla‐
menco joins brilliant singing to reignite this
classic ‐ November 14 ‐ 29, 2020; SALOME,
Daring, rarely performed opera in a dynam‐
ic new production ‐‐ February 13 – 28, 2021;
WEST SIDE STORY ‐ Thrilling music and vivid
dancing explode on our stage ‐ April 17 – May
2, 2021. 

Opera San José unveils new season; supporters
welcome new General Director Khori Dastoor  

Opera San José's new Gen-
eral Director Khori Dastoor.
Photo Credit: Chris Hardy
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