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Baltimore students take part in Amazon’s first-ever
Future Engineer Robotics Camp
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On January 24, 2020, Amazon hosted KIPP Ujima Village Academy’s first-ever middle school robotics team for a “Future Engineer Robot-
ics Camp,” which included a behind-the-scenes tour of the Baltimore robotics fulfillment center followed by a thought-provoking robotics

activity and the opportunity to meet with Amazon leadership. (Above) Amazon leaders and associates from the Baltimore area take the new
robotics team from KIPP Ujima Village Academy on a special tour of the robotics facility. (Story on page 8)  Photo Credit: Tasha Dooley



Before blacks could visit Ocean City, there were Carr’s Beach and Sparrow’s Beach

By Timothy Cox

During the Jim Crow era post 1940, a
large number of recreational water
locales, including the popular Ocean
City, Maryland and Virginia Beach, Vir-
ginia were off limits to African-Ameri-
can vacationers.

Segregation-era laws in Southern states
jetted its ugly heads just south of the
Mason-Dixon Line and legally prohib-
ited blacks from enjoying the fruits of
summertime fun in the sun— even in
Central Maryland near Baltimore.

To counteract such despicable acts,
African-American entrepreneurs often
created businesses that solely catered to
a black clientele or a black patronage.

In an effort to provide blacks with
opportunities to enjoy summertime fun in
Maryland, two sisters— Elizabeth Carr
Smith and Florence Carr Sparrow, who
were bold, visionaries developed the
beachfront property originally owned by
their parents and former slaves, Frederick
Carr and Mary Wells Carr.

According to published reports, the
couple purchased 180 acres of farmland
on the Annapolis Neck Peninsula, off the
Chesapeake Bay and the Severn River.
Even though they were farmers, the fam-
ily hosted family picnics and church out-
ings, and invited boarders to participate
in summer outings on their water front
property. By 1926, the family officially
named the water location Carr’s Beach
and a nearby ocean-side property was
named Sparrow’s Beach.

By the late 1940s, Carr’s Beach had
earned a growing reputation as one of the
most popular beach spots on the East
Coast. Black vacationers from as far west
as Ohio and West Virginia, found them-
selves frolicking with revelers from New
York State, Pennsylvania and of course
nearby Baltimore and Washington, D.C.

While the weekdays attracted family-
life picnics, Sunday School and church
picnics, on weekends, some of the
premier black entertainers from the
so-called “Chitlin Circuit” found them-
selves entertaining thousands of appre-
ciative patrons who were starved to see
top-notch performers such as Billie Hol-
liday; Count Basie; James Brown; Ray
Charles and the Raelettes; Wilson Pick-

By the late 1940s, Carr’s Beach had earned a growing reputation as one of the most
popular beach spots on the East Coast. Black vacationers from as far west as Ohio
and West Virginia, fiolicked with revelers from New York State, Pennsylvania and
of course nearby Baltimore and Washington, D.C.

Courtesy Photo/ Robert McNeill Archives

ett; Otis Redding; Little Richard; Esther
Phillips; The Orioles and Frankie Lymon
and The Teenagers.

Popular Annapolis radio disc jockey,
Charles W. “Hoppy” Adams Jr. of radio
station WANN, spear headed the music
scene and ensured that premier enter-
tainment consistently performed on
“The Beach” soundstage.

Two Baltimore area gentlemen, Mile
Lee and Robert Ford who were young-
sters at a time when their parents would
drive them from West Baltimore to par-
take in picnics and overall good summer
fun, near the Annapolis beaches.

Mike Lee, 68, recalls being in elemen-
tary school when he first visited Carr’s
Beach.

“I was aware that we weren’t welcome to
places like Ocean City,” said Lee. “So
Carr’s and Sparrow beaches offered us a
safe haven, a place where we could do what
we wanted to do, and not have anyone
looking over us, like law enforcement.”

Lee’s high school classmate, Robert
Ford, 67, also has fond memories of
visiting “The Beach” as a youngster.

“Carr’s Beach was a summertime loca-
tion where everyone wanted to go to
experience the beach but due to the
activities below the Mason-Dixon Line,
we were faced with Jim Crowism and
segregation [and] we could not go
everywhere, including Ocean City,” said
Ford. “To this day, I have never gone to
Ocean City. It’s just something about not
being allowed to go back then, I guess
that’s lingered with me even now.”

Pittsburgh native, Darryl Dunn, 73,
was first introduced to Carr’s Beach by a
former girlfriend from Baltimore whose
father had business partners who often
frequented “The Beach.”

NOTICE

Any unsolicited manuscripts, editorial
cartoons, etc., sent to The Annapolis
Times become the property of
The Annapolis Times and its Editorial
Department, which reserves the right to
accept or reject any or all such
unsolicited material.

“It’s been several years ago but I recall the
first time I heard about Carr’s Beach. She
invited me down to go see James Brown
perform. I couldn’t believe my eyes.

“In Pittsburgh, we never had such a
water-front beach presence so to see
thousands of black people having so
much fun in bathing suits, and picnick-
ing and just having a flat-out ball— I
knew it was something unique, and now
I realize it was part of Black History.”

According to published reports, on the
evening of July 21, 1956, an estimated
70,000 people traveled to Carr’s Beach
to hear rock ‘n roll creator/guitarist
Chuck Berry perform. However, only
8,000 made it past the gates because the
grounds were filled beyond capacity.

It’s been said that a 1962 performance
by James Brown drew 11,000 fans, and
also marked the last of the major crowds
drawn to the area, which is located near
Annapolis, Maryland — off the Chesa-
peake Bay and Severn Rivers.

Susan McNeill’s father, photographer
Robert H. McNeill, was a regular visitor
to the beaches and took hundreds of
photographs of revelers who visited
Carr’s and Sparrow beaches. The Dis-
trict of Columbia native offered the Bal-
timore Times a choice of images of her
father’s work at no cost for this story.

“There are times when we charge for
[the] use of the images, McNeill said,
“But in the case of a newspaper, we
want to inform, and keep this historical
legacy alive.”

Both Carr’s Beach and Sparrow’s
Beach are now mostly populated with
expansive million-dollar, single-family
homes of which most are white-owned
properties. The area where blacks used
to congregate and dominate is now a
ritzy beachfront property known as
Annarundel on the Bay.

The Annapolis Times
(USPS 5840) is published every Friday by
The Baltimore Times/Times of
Baltimore, 2513 N. Charles Street,
Baltimore, MD 21218. Subscriptions by
mail $60 per year. Standard bulk postage
paid at Baltimore, MD 21233.
Postmaster send address changes to:
The Baltimore Times
2513 N. Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21218
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Maryland Carey Law Scholarship Honors EllJ ah E.

Baltimore— The University of Mary-
land Francis King Carey School of Law
has established a scholarship honoring
cherished alumnus Elijah E. Cummings
’76, who died in October 2019.

Under the leadership of Chair Robert J.
Kim ’83, the Maryland Carey Law
Board of Visitors, of which Cummings
was a longstanding member, created and
swiftly funded the scholarship in the
weeks following the congressman’s
death. The Cummings Scholarship
reached its initial endowment goal of
$50,000 before the end of 2019.

“We lost a great man whose contribu-
tions to the law school, Baltimore, the
State of Maryland, and the nation are
immeasurable,” said Kim. “The Cum-
mings Scholarship honors Elijah by con-
tinuing his legacy of empowering
students to become legal leaders, using
their education to do good in the world.”

Awarded to one recipient per year, the
scholarship will support Maryland Carey
Law students who have an interest in pub-
lic service, a record of academic excel-
lence, and demonstrated financial need.

“Congressman Cummings meant so
much to our community, and I am in-
credibly grateful to the Board of Visitors
for their leadership in creating and sup-
porting this scholarship,” said Maryland
Carey Law Dean Donald B. Tobin. “We
will carry on Elijah Cummings’ legacy
for years to come, and look forward to
selecting the inaugural Cummings
Scholarship recipient.”

The law school will also honor Cum-
mings’ memory by posthumously
awarding him Maryland Carey Law’s
Lifetime Achievement Award at the
annual Alumni Honors Banquet in April.
He will be only the second recipient
since the award’s establishment in 2016.
The Lifetime Achievement Award is
given by the Alumni Board at the discre-
tion of the dean.

A Baltimore native, Cummings gradu-
ated Phi Beta Kappa from Howard Uni-
versity, before completing his JD at the
University of Maryland School of Law
in 1976. At the time of his death, Cum-
mings was in his 13th term advocating
for Maryland’s 7th District in Congress,

...
Elijah E. Cummings graduated Phi
Beta Kappa from Howard University,
before completing his JD at the Uni-
versity of Maryland School of Law in
1976.
Courtesy Photo/UMD-Baltimore

and had risen to the powerful position of

Cummings '76

chairman of the Committee on Oversight
and Reform, the main investigative com-
mittee in the House of Representatives.
Even with his demanding schedule,
Cummings was a consistent presence at
the law school, serving on the Board of
Visitors, and mentoring and supporting
current students and recent graduates.

“The Cummings family is delighted
that the University of Maryland Francis
King Carey School of Law decided to
honor our beloved Elijah with an annual
needs-based scholarship for a student
interested in a public service career,”
said Dr. Maya Rockeymoore Cummings,
the congressman’s widow. “This schol-
arship is consistent with Elijah’s pas-
sionate belief that financial challenges
should not prevent promising students
from receiving a quality education.”

To donate to The Honorable Elijah E.
Cummings *76 Scholarship Endowment,
visit: www.law.umaryland.edu/Cum-
mingsScholarship.
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Guest Editorials/Commentary

The Essence and Beauty of Black Women in America
By Roger Caldwell, NNPA Newswire Contributor

Black women are some of the most amazing females on the planet. There are
many fraudulent images and concepts about Black women in American culture,
where they are considered angry, hard to talk to and unintelligent. The image of
black women as a B, gives everyone in the country, the impression that the majority
of our women will curse you out, and are always ready to fight.

These inaccurate descriptions of black women give young black girls a negative
impressive of themselves, their culture, and race. When they are constantly being
bombarded with foolishness on the radio with hip hop, and reality television, it
makes black women appear silly.

But for decades, black women have achieved phenomenal accomplishments and
achieving the goal of sharing this information requires Black Media to lead the way,
by exposing the truth to America and the world.

Shonda Rhimes, the most powerful show-maker in Hollywood says, “What we are
is truth tellers, change agents and troublemakers— in the best way. We’re agitating.
And advocating. Standing on the shoulders of a long line of resourceful, and
resilient black women. And preparing the next generation to take on the mantle,
with their own kind of activism.”

Black women have always understood that there was racial discrimination, but
they also were discriminated against because of their gender. Black women, and
women in general, knew they had to fight and still nurture and take care of their
children, and their man. Black women are magicians, and they were always work-
ing, and more women are graduating from college than ever before.

The essence of black women is they are survivors, with purpose as their common
denominator. They take care of business, and they get the job done. “There are also
countless women beyond the headlines doing the work every day without any of the
fanfare,” says Amber Scott of the Black Enterprise.

There are always black women like Oprah Winfrey and Michelle Obama, whose
contributions are too numerous to count, and are using their influence to promote
other black women. “There is DJ Beverly Bond, who’s gathered up the sprinkles of
Black Girl Magic to show the world how much Black girls do indeed rock.” says
Amber Scott.

Not only are black women some of the smartest on the planet, they are also the
prettiest. In December 2019, black women held five of the biggest beauty pageant
titles in the United States and the world. “When Miss Jamaica, Toni-Ann Singh,
was crowned Miss World in London, she joined an impressive roster of black
women who hold some of the world’s most prestigious pageant titles,” says Tara
Law of the NY Times.

The prestigious pageant titles were: 1. Zozibini Tunzi as Miss World, 2. Cheslie
Kryst as Miss USA, 3. Raliegh Garris as Miss Teen USA, 4. Zozibini Tunzi as Miss
Universe, and 5. Nia Franklin as Miss America (who is scheduled to crown her suc-
cessor on Dec. 19). It is the first time that black women have held all five of these
titles at once.

Black women have a troubled history with race, when it comes to beauty pageants
in America. The wins were very difficult for blacks to get, because racism played a
major part in every judge’s decision. But black women never gave up, and many of
the contestants considered themselves freedom fighters.

In almost every field black women achieved— and they never stopped fighting.
Truth tellers, change agents and troublemakers, Black women were advocating, agi-
tating to break down the walls. Black women are the most beautiful women on the
planet, they are queens, and we must edify them with our love.
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Community Affairs

Nearly $1 million in
African American

Heritage Preservation
Grants Awarded

12 Organizations receive funding to
repair and restore cultural and histori-
cal sites

Annapolis— The Hogan administration
announced that 12 Maryland nonprofits
were recently awarded nearly $1 million
in funds by the Maryland Commission
on African American History and Cul-
ture (MCAAHC) and the Maryland His-
torical Trust (MHT). These grants offer
assistance to organizations and private
citizens in their sponsorship of projects
involving the acquisition, construction,
or improvement of sites related to
African American heritage.

“Our administration is pleased to pro-
vide funding that will improve and pre-
serve sites that promote African
American heritage in Maryland,” said
Governor Larry Hogan. “It is essential
that we recognize and understand the
history of these sites and their signifi-
cance in the African American experi-
ence in our state and our nation.”

The goal of the African American Her-
itage Preservation Program (AAHPP) is
to identify and preserve buildings, com-
munities, and sites of historical and cul-
tural importance to the African
American community in Maryland. The
FY20 grant awards range from $12,250
to $100,000.

The AAHPP is administered as a part-
nership between the MHT and the
MCAAHC. The MHT, a division of the
Maryland Department of Planning,
assists the people of Maryland in under-
standing their historical and cultural her-
itage through research, conservation,
and education. The MCAAHC is one of
seven ethnic and cultural commissions
within the Governor’s Office of Com-
munity initiatives, and works to inter-
pret, document, preserve, and promote
Maryland’s African American heritage
and support institutions and groups with
similar objectives.

For more information about the grant
program, contact Charlotte Lake, Ph.D.
(MHT) at charlotte.lake@maryland.gov
or 410-697-9559, or MCAAHC
Director Chanel Compton at
chanel.compton@maryland.gov or
410-216-6180.
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Page Opposite/Commentaries

The Martin Luther King They Love

By Wornie Reed, Ph.D., Professor,
Sociology and Africana Studies
Director, Race and Social Policy
Research Center, Virginia Tech

Two decades after his assassination,
Martin Luther King, Jr., was highly re-
garded. His favorability rating was 76
percent among white Americans. By
then, of course, we had the national holi-
day established in his name, quite a
change from 1966, two years before his
death, when his favorability rating
among white Americans was only 28
percent. We should remember that
while he lived and worked, the majority
of white America reviled Martin Luther
King.

Whites framed their malice toward
King as something other than racism.
They did not oppose MLK because he
struggled for black freedom and equal-
ity. Rather they detested him—they
said—because he was a rabble-rouser, a
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Communist, and a lawbreaker. J. Edgar
Hoover, the FBI director, called him the
most dangerous man in America, and
there was rejoicing at his death.

Millions of white Americans hated
Martin Luther King. All over the coun-
try, many celebrated his death.

Young whites, absorbing the hatred of
their parents, also celebrated. Archives

the country would be "better off in the
long run."

Here at Virginia Tech, where I cur-
rently teach, some students were sad-
dened by King’s assassination, while
others were not. There was a demonstra-
tion against lowering the American flag
“for a nigger.”

Now they love him. What happened?

“Whites framed their malice toward King as
something other than racism. They did not oppose
MLK because he struggled for black freedom and

equality. Rather they detested him—they said—
because he was a rabble-rouser, a Communist
and a lawbreaker. J. Edgar Hoover, the FBI director,
called him the most dangerous man in America,
and there was rejoicing at his death.”

in the library at the University of Mem-
phis tell the story of a Memphis-area
high school class. The teacher asked his
students to write about their responses to
King's assassination. Most of the stu-
dents responded with satisfaction or
jubilation.

One student described his immediate
reaction to King's murder: "I thought it
was one of the greatest feats of Ameri-
canism [ have ever heard of." Another
explained that because of King's death,

What caused the change of heart among
whites? One thing, of course, was his
death. Although there was a significant
amount of celebration at his assassina-
tion, with him no longer around, there
was less hatred toward him, but not
enough for a positive favorability rating.

Undoubtedly the whitewashing of
Martin Luther King did the trick. King,
the rabble-rouser, who got arrested 30
times, has been scrubbed clean. Now he
is depicted as a dreamer, something

opposite of the activist he was. He is
widely viewed as a person who mildly
promoted peace — no activism, no strife,
no confrontations, no defying unjust
laws.

So what? You may ask. What differ-
ence does it make that now whites love
MLK when previously, they hated him.
It matters a lot. They love the person
they made him, in death— a peace-lov-
ing dreamer. If we follow this person,
we do nothing. We hope for better rela-
tions. We dream of a better day, thinking
that time will erase the oppression. That
is what we did for decades. For some 40
years— from the mid-1970's to the mid-
2010's—there was no national black
movement. During this time, racial
progress came to a grinding halt, possi-
bly going backward.

It is way past time to bring back our
deceased icon, the real Martin Luther
King, the man who was leading the Poor
People’s Campaign when he was struck
down, the man who vowed to close
down the Nation's Capitol if the govern-
ment did not heed our demand to elimi-
nate poverty and hunger in this wealthy
nation, the man who continued this
effort in the face of death. If we bring
back the memory of this MLK, we may
be inspired to do what he asked us to do
after he was gone, "Continue this move-
ment. Do this work."

Want to comment on the editorials or any other story?
Please contact: The Annapolis Times
2513 N. Charles Street, Baltimore, MD 21218

Phone: 410-366-3900 Fax: 410-243-1627

email: btimes@btimes.com
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National Philharmonic Celebrates Black History
Month with ‘Black Classical Music Pioneers’

Featuring African American Sphinx
Competition Winner Violinist Melissa
White

North Bethesda, Md.— The National
Philharmonic celebrates Black History
Month with “Black Classical Music Pio-
neers” on Saturday, February 22, 2020
at 8 p.m. at The Music Center at Strath-
more located at 5301 Tuckerman Lane
in North Bethesda, Maryland.

The concert will be performed by the
National Philharmonic Orchestra and
conducted by Philharmonic Music
Director and Conductor Piotr Gajewski,
who will be joined by features soloist and
Sphinx Competition winner violinist
Melissa White, a founding member of the
highly acclaimed Harlem Quartet, with
which she has toured globally since the
quartet’s founding in 2006. Most recently,
she was named featured soloist on the
soundtrack of the 2019 horror film, “Us.”

The evening will feature musical works
by some of the most prolific African
American composers of the 20th and 21st
centuries, including: Wynton Marsalis’
Wild Strumming of Fiddle; Florence
Price’s Violin Concerto No. 1 in D Major;
George Walker’s Lyric for Strings; and
William Grant Still’s Symphony No. 1
(Afro-American).

In this exciting program, European
musical forms gain a new vibrancy
through the influence of African-Ameri-
can traditions and the blending of classi-
cal and popular styles. Wild Strumming
of Fiddle, by Wynton Marsalis (born
1961), comes from a remarkable 12-
movement work that fuses jazz and
symphonic music to create a dizzying
array of sounds, rhythms, and melodies.
The Violin Concerto No. 1 by Florence
Price (1887-1953) is a highly accom-
plished work in the models of the Euro-
pean classical concerto, by the first
African-American woman to be widely
recognized as a symphonic composer.
The Lyric for Strings by George Walker

Sphinx Competition winner, violinist
Melissa White, a founding member of
the highly acclaimed Harlem Quartet
will perform with the National Philhar-
monic Orchestra to celebrate Black
History Month on Saturday, February
22,2020 at 8 p.m. at The Music Cen-
ter at Strathmore.

Photo by Kevin Michael Murphy

(1922-2018), the first African-American
composer to win the Pulitzer Prize for
Music, is a work of intimate beauty. The
Symphony No. 1 by William Grant Still
(1895-1978) is the first symphony writ-
ten by an African-American composer.
Its subtitle (“Afro-American’) points to
the unique style of the work, which in-
cludes elements of blues and jazz.

A pre-concert lecture will take place
at 6:45 p.m. to 7:15 p.m. Ticket prices
are $29-%79, free for young people 7—
17, and $10 for college students. There
is a new 25-percent discount for military
and veterans.

For more information or to purchase
tickets, visit nationalphilharmonic.org or
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Baltimore students take part in Amazon’s first-ever Future Engineer Robotics Camp

By Demetrius Dillard

A special group of Baltimore students
had the privilege of missing a portion of
their school day for another intriguing
learning experience.

On January 24, 2020, Amazon hosted
KIPP Ujima Village Academy’s first-
ever middle school robotics team for a
‘Future Engineer Robotics Camp,’ in-
cluding a tour of the Baltimore robotics
fulfillment center facility, which was
followed by a thought-provoking robot-
ics activity and the opportunity to meet
with Amazon leadership.

KIPP Ujima Village Academy, a public
charter middle school in the Walbrook
Junction section of the Baltimore, just
formed its robotics program as a result
of a $10,000 computer science grant
from Amazon in April 2019. High Point
High School (Beltsville) was the other
public school in Maryland that was a
recipient of the grant last year.

The behind-the-scenes tour consisted of
Ujima students and staff seeing the life
cycle of Amazon products and seeing live
robots in action in the Amazon Baltimore
fulfillment center. Hailey Davis, the assis-
tant general manager of the robotics ful-
fillment center, led the tour.

“We want to continue to engage our
community, we want to continue to
engage our future STEM associates in
these programs so these can be our inno-
vators for the future,” Davis said. “In the
long run we want to make sure that chil-
dren in our community have the oppor-
tunity to experience something like
[this]. This is a new program that Ama-
zon is very dedicated to, to create our fu-
ture leaders.”

Following the tour, students broke off
in groups to assemble robots with Legos
by following outlined instructions. After
the robot was built, students collabo-
rated to program the robots to make cer-
tain movements through a computer
coding system. Once students completed
the robotics activity, they placed their
finished products on the ground and
beheld how the robots operated.

Engineer Day Camp. (Right) Amazon robots have come a long way— students from KIPP Ujima Village Academy learn

about the evolution of robots over time during the Amazon Future Engineer Day Camp.

Photo Credit: Tasha Dooley

Teamwork, communication and over-
coming failure were some of the take-
aways from the robot building activity,
according to Ben Davis, a sixth grade
science teacher at Ujima Village Acad-
emy who came along to mentor the stu-
dents as they built robots.

“You think about the future of the
economy and the world— majority of
the things are going to be computer-
based, involving software design, or
computer design or coding,” Davis said.
“Getting kids experience with this in
middle school years allows them to get
the opportunity to be experienced with
this stuff, and feel confident they can
pursue something like this in the future.”

Davis also serves as the lead robotics
instructor in Ujima Academy’s robotics
program, which is comprised of 10 stu-
dents so far. The program, still in its
early stages, meets every Tuesday after
school for various computer science-
related activities.

Ujima and High Point are the first grant
recipients in Maryland as part of Ama-
zon’s “Future Engineer” nationwide

grant program that recently launched.
According to the company, the Future
Engineers Program provides more than
150 underserved schools with access to
robotics and computer science programs.

Cameron Collins, an eighth grader at
Ujima Village Academy, is enrolled in
the robotics program and was one of the
estimated 20 participants in the robotics
camp event at the fulfillment center.

She says she feels that robots will soon
be a main part of the modern world so
learning more about it is what drew her
to the robotics program at school. As-
sembling the robots was somewhat of a
difficult team-building exercise, Collins
said, but was nonetheless a worthwhile
learning experience.

“While it can be confusing and frustrat-
ing, it’s a good learning experience,”
said Collins, who plans to go on to Balti-
more Polytechnic Institute after graduat-
ing from Ujima. “I feel like you can
learn a lot working with other people,
and it’s nice knowing how to cooperate
and get things done as a group.”

Jasmine Bacot, manager of external

relations with KIPP Baltimore, was par-
tially responsible for applying for the
$10,000 grant. She says that she and her
colleagues pursued the grant funds as a
way to create various opportunities for
students in accordance with KIPP’s
STEM programming and initiatives.

“I see future scientists, future engi-
neers, future computer scientists, soft-
ware developers— they’re all a very
bright group of students, and it’s just a
joy being able to watch them learn, and
grow, and work together on these differ-
ent initiatives and to be excited about
STEM,” Bacot said.

Ujima staff members, along with lead-
ers at Amazon, foresee the partnership
and robotics camp with the Amazon Bal-
timore fulfillment center being an ongo-
ing function for years to come.

To conclude the robotics camp, Ujima
students and staff engaged in a question
and answer session with Amazon leader-
ship and received Amazon toy vans and
planes as souvenirs before boarding the
bus back to campus.

“The first question which the priest and the Levite asked was: 'lf I stop to help this man, what will happen to me?' But... the good

Samaritan reversed the question: 'If I do not stop to help this man, what will happen to him?"

5

Martin Luther King, Jr.

Page 8

The Annapolis Times, February 7 - 13, 2020 (www.baltimoretimes-online.com)

Positive stories about positive people!



Founder of Maryland media non-profit
on his journey from learning disability to stellar career in TV

By Nadine Matthews

First came the weeping, then came the
whipping. In the aftermath of a fire mis-
takenly started by him and his sister in
their one-room apartment while his
mother was at work, Robert Jackson’s
shaken mother fell to weeping. The tears
were brought on by relief that her kids
were okay and likely guilt that as a sin-
gle working mother, she had to leave lit-
tle Robert and his sister to fend for
themselves. After regaining her compo-
sure, she wiped her tears. She then gave
Robert the whipping of his life. The
post-beating lecture, Jackson recalled in
an interview with Baltimore Times in-
cluded her telling him, “You are too
smart to be doing something like this be-
cause if you were stupid, then you
wouldn't be alive right now. That really
made an imprint on me.”

Jackson had undiagnosed dyslexia all
through his youth, which in those days,
was often misread. But, Jackson, buoyed
by his mother’s belief in his intelligence,
found ways to enrich himself education-
ally and ultimately achieved a long and
successful career in media arts, includ-
ing television and radio.

With his own unhappy experience in
traditional education in mind, the Wash-
ington DC-raised Jackson started the
non-profit B-Roll Media & Arts, Inc. in
2012. With his own money and funding
from a number of sources, the program
offers free of charge, eight-week ses-
sions in photography, video, filmmak-
ing, music production, and animation.
Through a partnership with Prince

Robert Jackson, founder,
B-Roll Media & Arts, Inc.
Courtesy Photo

George’s County Department of Parks
and Recreation, many of the classes are
offered at their locations. The program is
open to anyone thirteen to twenty-one
though certain tracks are open only to
older students. “The filmmaking pro-

We Invite You to Worship With Us!
Unity Center of Christianity
2901 N. Charles Street, Baltimore, MD 21218
410-243-4282
Sunday Service — 10:00 a.m.

gram,” Jackson explains, “is for ages
sixteen to twenty-one because younger
kids just didn't have the discipline to sit
and get the theory.” They also ask for a
firm commitment to completing the full
eight weeks of the program from partici-
pants.

Troubled that the sub-standard housing
they were in might have played a part in
how easily the fire had started, Jackson’s
mother wrote to President Dwight D.
Eisenhower and asked to be moved to
better quality housing. Jackson isn’t sure
if Eisenhower himself read the letter, but
he does know his mother saw results.
Recalls Jackson, “Shortly after she
wrote that letter. We got moved. A car
came and got us and took us to these
newly-built projects in southwest DC. It
made an impression on me.”

A mom unafraid to write to the presi-
dent for better housing for her children
raised a son unafraid to write to his con-
gressman for assistance. His dyslexia
made it difficult to pass the test that
would have allowed him to pursue pho-
tography while he was in the Navy,
which he joined after high school, so
Jackson wrote his DC Congressman.
Jackson was then allowed to work in the
photo lab where, through his own ef-
forts, he picked up the necessary skills.
“I became a Navy photographer,” he re-
calls triumphantly.

After a medical discharge from the
Navy, Jackson used the GI Bill to go to
American University, double majoring
in Visual Communications and Audio
Technology. He then failed, more than
once, the test for his FCC license which
would allow him to get a job in the
broadcasting field. Jackson persevered-
again. “After several tries, I passed the
FCC test and got my first license and be-
came a broadcast engineer.” Jackson
went on to a hugely successful career as
an audio engineer and technical opera-
tions management for companies like
BET, NBC, CNN, and NPR.

As his stellar career wound down,
Jackson realized he “wanted to be of
service to young people.”

In the internet era, the programs taught
in B-Roll are at least as important as
reading and writing, and in some cases,
are even more important. Jackson notes,
“The sky is the limit for kids who go
through these programs.”

He’s been impressed with the comfort
Generation Z has with technology. “This
younger generation is unafraid to tackle
technology of any type,” he marvels.
However, Jackson also notices a down-
side. “They want immediate gratification
so the concept of being goal-oriented
and working toward a specific goal gets
lost, and needs to be focused on.”

For more information about free
classes offered by B-Roll Media & Arts,
Inc. Please visit www.b-rollmedia.org
(See full article at:

www.baltimoretimes-online.com)
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Baltimore Celebrates
Black History Month

Hello everyone, we have a lot to talk
about and a little space to do it. So let’s
get started. Black History Month has al-
ways been very special to me because |
really get to talk a couple of weeks
about what our folks are doing in the
community to celebrate this Black His-
tory Month.

First, let’s talk about this weekend.
Baltimore’s own international recording
artist and saxophonist, Gary Thomas, his
quintet along with special guest, E. J.
Strickland, will perform Saturday, Feb-
ruary 8 for two shows at 8 p.m. and 9:30
p.m. at An die Musik Live, 409 N.
Charles Street.

Kier Johnson & the New Eubie pres-
ent Y.A.M.S. (Young Artist Music Se-
ries) on Friday, February 7, 2020 from
8-10 p.m. with the talented saxophonist
and trumpeter, Clarence Ward 111 &
Friends from 10 p.m. to 12 a.m. The
Roux, an Eclectric Fusion of Organic
Hip Hop, Soul & Jazz band will start.
WOW! I know I won’t be at this one!

Mannnnnnnn! It’s too much going on
with the title of this band. If you go, let
me know what the hell this music
sounds like. Anyway all of this is hap-
pening at 847 N. Howard Street. For
more information, call 410-294-4101.

On Sunday, February 9, Corey Harris;
an acoustic Blues Master performs at the
Creative Alliance, located 3134 Eastern
Avenue in east Baltimore starting at 8
p.m. Corey is a Blues & Reggae Musi-
cian and is really good.

On Saturday, February 8, The
Soundry, which has only been open for a
couple of years, located 10221 Wincopin
Circle in Columbia, Maryland has
booked Jah Works for the Bob Marley’s
Birthday Bash, also featuring
STRYKER POSSE. Show time is 8 p.m.
I heard the food and drinks are good, |

have to check this out myself.

Celebrate Black History Month at the
opening of the B&O Railroad Mu-
seum’s new temporary exhibit; a rare art
collection not previously displayed hon-
oring the historical legacy of African
Americans on the B&O Railroad. Be-
come immersed in the lives and labor of
such seminal B&O Railroad workers as
Thurgood Marshall, Fearless Mentor
Williams, Charles Wright and Maggie
Hudson. The exhibit is at the B&O Rail-
road Museum, 901 W. Pratt Street in
Baltimore.

The National Great Blacks in Wax
Museum celebrates Black History
Month throughout the entire month of
February. The museum hosts an assort-
ment of events including roundtables,
documentaries; panel discussions and so
much more. The Museum is located
1601-03 E. North Avenue. 410-563-
3404.

Enjoy a living history performance,
film and talk about the NAACP and its
leaders from the Jim Crow and Civil
Rights era,. See a living history perform-
ance of activist Juanita Jackson
Mitchell, hear a lecture on the Baltimore
Branch by Professor Prudence Cumber-
batch and conclude with a film screen-
ing of Mr. Civil Rights: Thurgood
Marshall & The NAACP; NAACP arti-
facts and panels covering 97 years of
Maryland history will be on view.

Well, my dear friends, I am now end-
ing my column this week with a sur-
prise. I have started my third book,
naming it “Black History in Baltimore &
Maryland; Who, What, When & Where,
1950s-1980s,” that means I am looking
for pictures. That’s right! I want photos
of you and your family in and around
your home, neighborhood, your commu-
nity; I want photos of your family and

Amy Davis, author of “Flickering Treasure: Rediscovering Baltimore’s Forgot-
ten Movie Theaters” and Baltimore Sun Photographer will discuss her book and
show her exhibit and Rosa “Rambling Rose” Pryor-Trusty, also author of two
books and noted Entertainment Columnist for the Baltimore Times and the
Afro-American Newspaper will share her perspective on The Avenue’s Enter-
tainment History. Both will be doing book signings on Saturday, February 15,
2020 at 1 p.m. at the Avenue Bakery. For more information, call 443-280-2702.

Melba Moore will make a special
guest appearance and will sing

“Lean on Me” at the Arena Players
when they host the Broadway play
“Purlie” in celebration of the Musi-
cals “50th” Broadway Anniversary on
Friday, February 14, 2020 at 8 p.m. at
the Arena Players, 801 McCulloh
Street. Renowned musician, David
Bunn will be presenting a special
presentation. For more information,
call 410-728-6500.

friends doing their thing during these
years; your mother, father, children,
aunts, uncles, brothers and sisters;
grandparents and great-grands. I want
pictures of your favorite street in Balti-
more, beaches, movie theaters, parks,
night clubs, bars, bowling alleys, skating
rings; well-known organizations,
preachers, churches restaurants, etc. You

Lou Fields will host a Black History
Program honoring Frederick Dou-
glass, Harriet Tubman, and Leon Day
just to name a few on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 15, 2020 beginning at 10 a.m.
to 3 p.m. at the Maryland State House
in Annapolis, Maryland and at the
Vulcan Blazers Firefighters Hall. For
more information, call 443-983-7974.

get the idea. Now, remember every
photo must have the following informa-
tion: names, place and year. Please send
to my email.

If you need me call me at 410-833-
9474 or email me at
rosaporyor@aol.com. UNTIL THE
NEXT TIME, I’'M MUSICALLY
YOURS.
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Ravens Ozzie Newsome
can't shake scouting habit

By Tyler Hamilton

As the rain started to fall to
the ground at the University
of South Alabama's practice

facility, a black Mercedes
Benz pulled into a parking
spot across the roadway. After
taking a couple of minutes to
gather some of his things,
former Baltimore Ravens GM .
Ozzie Newsome emerged from
the black sedan.

The annual trip to the Reese's
Senior Bowl in Mobile, Ala-
bama to watch college foot-
ball's top prospects is a ritual
of Newsome since the 1990s
and continued unto 2002 when
he became the first black GM

Former Ravens GM Newsome's final draft class
included All-Pro tight end Mark Andrews and
2019 NFL MVP Lamar Jackson.

Photo Credit: Patrick Semansky/AP

in NFL history. Newsome has since re-
tired so his long-term assistant GM Eric
DeCosta could take over.

The 63-year-old Newsome is a life
long football guy. Newsome's age and
extensive history with football showed
as he made his way from his car to the
football facility for the South team's
final practice before game day. New-
some seemed right at home in Alabama.

Born in Muscle Shoals, Alabama,
Newsome's ties to Alabama are exten-
sive. He was named the Alabama Player
of the Decades in the 1970s. His alle-
giance remains with the Crimson Tide
as shown by the many Alabama players
he has selected over the years as the
Ravens GM.

Perhaps that's the reason the big smile
appeared on his face when he saw Ala-
bama quarterback Jalen Hurts after
practice. Newsome watched the
prospects practice with the same keen
eye that he used to help build a Ravens
team that won two Super Bowls, six
AFC North Championships and ap-
peared in 12 postseasons since 2000.

"He’s made the Ravens who they are,"
Ravens head coach John Harbaugh said
after Newsome's retirement. "He's the
greatest GM in the history of football."

That's no slight to DeCosta whose first
draft class yielded key contributors in
wide receiver Marquise Brown (seven

receiving touchdowns) and outside
linebacker Jaylon Ferguson (14 starts).
Brown was the perfect complement to
Newsome's final draft class which
included All-Pro tight end Mark
Andrews and 2019 NFL MVP Lamar
Jackson. It's safe to say that Newsome
went out with a bang.

Evaluating players is a habit that New-
some can't shake. He remains with the
Ravens personnel department as a scout.
Newsome joked that his role is similar
to the one that DeCosta once served for
him.

Newsome remains in the press box on
game day and still watches practices
like he used to when he was the GM.
The disappointment was evident on his
face as he walked down the steps from
the press box after Baltimore's loss to
the Tennessee Titans in the Divisional
Round of the playoffs at M&T Bank
Stadium in January.

The Ravens had a first-round bye and
finished with a 14-2 record. That's the
best record in franchise history. Unfor-
tunately for Newsome and the Ravens it
was back to the drawing board after the
undesired results. Although he is no
longer the head person in charge, New-
some was ready to kick off his 18th
offseason in hopes of helping to put
together a team that can bring Baltimore
their third Super Bowl Championship.
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Is your life full of headaches? Maybe you should rethink popping painkillers

News & Experts— Headaches remain a common
source of pain in the U.S., but the frequency and sever-
ity differ widely among sufferers, and how to avoid
headaches altogether is still a head-scratcher.

The first remedy for most people is to take a
painkiller. But this may not always be the best or safest
option, says Dr. Suhyun An (www.drsuhyunan.com),
an expert on regenerative medicine and co-author of
Demystifying Stem Cells: A Real-Life Approach To
Regenerative Medicine.

“Whether it’s aspirin, acetaminophen, naproxen,
ibuprofen, or another medicine, these can work well —
if you don’t use them too often,” she says. “Using too
much pain medicine can make your headache worse
and cause other problems as well. And you may also
have headaches more often as a result.”

Dr. An reviews why you might want to rethink pop-
ping a painkiller every time you get a headache, and
she suggests other ways to deal with or reduce the fre-
quency of headaches:

Problems with painkiller overuse

Side effects. Non-prescription analgesics, commonly
taken for headaches, can have serious side effects if
taken too often. “For example, if you regularly take
acetaminophen (paracetamol) for several days, you
could damage your liver,” Dr. An says. “These drugs
can also cause kidney problems. Aspirin and ibuprofen
sometimes cause gastric bleeding.”

Rebound headache. An additional problem you may
encounter if you take pain relievers regularly is a med-
ication overuse headache, also known as a rebound
headache. “This is caused by regular, long-term use of
medication to treat headaches, such as migraines,” Dr.
An says. “It becomes less effective and your headache

CANADIAN RIVER cnllm

4, 5, 6, 7 night cruises on the

.-St. Lawrence and Ottawa rivers
aboard the nostalgic
replica steamboat
CANADIAN EMPRESS

comes back as soon as the medicine wears off. If you
choose to take a pain reliever, always follow the dosage
recommendations on the label.”

Non-drug solutions

Make lifestyle changes. Headaches occur for many
reasons: lack of sleep, poor diet, stress, excessive com-
puter or phone screen time, etc. Tweaks in your daily rou-
tine can reduce the number of headaches or migraines
you have. Dr. An suggests drinking plenty of water, mon-
itoring your caffeine and alcohol intake, having a consis-
tent sleep schedule, getting exercise, and having a healthy
diet. “Tracking your headaches can help you devise
lifestyle changes,” Dr. An says. “Write down when you
get one and what you were doing beforehand.”

See a doctor. If your headaches get in the way of
daily life, it’s time to talk to a doctor. Dr. An says the
following occurrences should cause someone to seek
medical advice: severe headaches that come on
quickly; a headache accompanied by fever, stiff neck,
rash, confusion, seizure, double vision, weakness,
numbness or difficulty speaking; a headache increasing
in severity despite rest and pain medication; taking
pain relievers more than twice a week; certain actions
like bending over or coughing that bring on a
headache. “Your primary care physician is a good place
to start, but headaches can be complex, and neurolo-
gists and headache specialists have special training to
help them figure out the type of headache you have and
its causes,” Dr. An says.

Use natural therapies. “Many natural therapies can
be useful,” Dr. An says. “Your headache specialist may
suggest stress management such as relaxation exercises
and meditation, physical therapy, cognitive behavior
therapy, biofeedback, massage or acupuncture.”

“Whether or not you suffer from frequent, severe
headaches, migraines, or just the occasional tension
headache, you should try to limit the use of over-the-
counter and prescription drugs,” Dr. An says. “Mean-
while, you should always be vigilant about your
lifestyle habits.”

Dr. Suhyun An is the clinic director at Campbell Med-
ical Group in Houston and an expert on regenerative
medicine. She is co-author of Demystifying Stem Cells:
A Real-Life Approach To Regenerative Medicine and
travels the nation speaking on those topics. For more
information, visit: www.drsuhyunan.com
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CLASSIFIEDS

AUTO DONATIONS

MEDICAL & HEALTH WELLNESS

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help
and Support our Veterans. Fast - FREE
pick up. 100% tax deductible. Call 1-800-
245-0398

AUTO’S WANTED

AMERICAN & FOREIGN CARS $$
PAYING CASH $$ For Classic &
Collector Cars 717-577-8206

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! 2002 and
newer! Any Condition. Running or Not. Com-
petitive Offer! Free Towing! We’re Nation-
wide! Call Now: 1-888-416-2330.

[WANTED] CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!!
All Makes/Models 2002-2018! Any Condi-
tion. Running or Not. Competitive Offer!
Free Towing! We’re Nationwide! Call Now:
1-888-368-1016

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

DISH TV $59.99 FOR 190 Channels +
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free Installa-
tion, Smart HD DVR Included, Free Voice
Remote. Some restrictions apply. 1-855-
270-5098.

TRAVEL

DISCOUNT AIR TRAVEL. Call Flight
Services for best pricing on domestic &
international flights inside and from the
US. Serving United, Delta, American &
Southwest airlines. Call for free quote
now! Have travel dates ready! 855-638-
3462

FINANCIAL

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR MORE
ON YOUR TAXES? Stop wage & bank
levies, liens & audits, unfiled tax returns,
payroll issues, & resolve tax debt FAST.
Call 888-626-3581

MISCELLANEOUS

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any Condition
Vehicle, 2000 and Newer. Nation’s Top Car
Buyer! Free Towing From Anywhere! Call
Now: 1- 800-864-5960.

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels +
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free Installa-
tion, Smart HD DVR Included, Free Voice
Remote. Some restrictions apply
1-833-872-2545

BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR!

We edit, print and distribute your work
internationally. We do the work... You reap
the Rewards! Call for a FREE

Author’s submission Kit: 866-951-7214

DENTAL INSURANCE. Call Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company for details. NOT
just a discount plan, REAL coverage for 350
procedures. 888-623-3036 or http://www.den-
tal5Oplus.com/58 Ad# 6118

A PLACE FOR MOM has helped over a
million families find senior living. Our
trusted, local advisors help find solutions to
your unique needs at no cost to you. Call
855-741-7459

SAVE BIG on HOME INSURANCE! Com-
pare 20 A-rated insurances companies. Get a
quote within minutes. Average savings of
$444/year! Call 866-695-8390! (M-F 8am-
8pm Central)

Make a Connection. Real People, Flirty
Chat. Meet singles right now! Call
LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call NOW: Call 1-
877-737-9447 18+

LIVE PAIN FREE with CBD products from
AceWellness. We guarantee highest quality,
most competitive pricing on CBD products.
Softgels, oils, skincare, Vape & more.
Coupon Code: PRINT20 1-855-681-3113

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month w/12-
mo agmt. Includes 1 TB of data per month.
Get More For Your High-Speed Internet
Thing. Ask us how to bundle and SAVE!
Geo & svc restrictions apply. Call us today
1-888-796-8850

Reach millions of homes nationwide with one easy,
affordable buy in the NANI Network!

For more information,
go to: www.afcp.org/nani

DIRECTV NOW. No Satellite Needed.
$40/month. 65 Channels. Stream Break-
ing News, Live Events, Sports & On
Demand Titles. No Annual Contract. No
Commitment. CALL 1-866-825-6523

FARMERS, LANDSCAPERS or GAR-
DENERS, did you or a loved one use
Roundup Weed Killer and were diagnosed
with NON-HODGKINS LYMPHOMA
(Cancer)? You may be entitled to com-
pensation. Call Attorney Charles Johnson
1-800-535-5727

HEALTH & FITNESS

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 100
Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00 FREE
Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL
NOW! 888-445-5928 Hablamos Espanol

FOR SALE

SELLING A FARM OR HOUSE? Adver-
tise it here and neighboring publications.
We can help you. Contact MACnet
MEDIA @ 800-450-6631 or visit our site
at MACnetOnline.com

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY
USERS! Inogen One G4 is capable of
full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8
pounds. FREE information kit. Call 877-
929-9587

ATTENTION DIABETICS! Save money
on your diabetic supplies! Convenient
home shipping for monitors, test strips,
insulin pumps, catheters and more! To
learn more, call now! 844-698-4858.

Recently diagnosed with LUNG CANCER
and 60+ years old? Call now! You and your
family may be entitled to a SIGNIFICANT
CASH AWARD. Call 877-648-6308 today.
Free Consultation. No Risk.

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 polls for $99.
100 pills for $150. FREE shipping.
Money back guaranteed! 1-844-596-4376

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Stay in your home longer with an Ameri-
can Standard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive
up to $1,500 off, including a free toilet,
and a lifetime warranty on the tub and
installation! Call us at 1-855-534-6198

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SELL YOUR ANTIQUE OR CLASSIC CAR. Advertise with us. You choose where you
want to advertise. 800-450-6631 visit macnetonline.com for details.

Fair, Festival or Event coming up? Need to reach a larger audience to attend. Advertise
with us, Community Papers who reach the audience you need. Give us a call at 800-450-

6631

Playmates or Soulmates you’ll find them on MegaMates. Gay or Straight call in.
START CHATTING TODAY. Always FREE to Listen & Reply to ads. 800-982-8665

EDUCATION/CAREER TRAINING

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get FAA approved hands on Aviation training. Financial
Aid for qualified students - Career placement assistance. CALL Aviation Institute of

Maintenance 888-686-1704

MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEEDED! Train at home for a career as a Medical
Office Professional at CTI! 1-833-766-4511 AskCTI.com

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING PROGRAM! Train at home to become a Computer &
Help Desk Professional now! Call CTI for details! 888-449-1713 (M-F 8am-6pm ET)
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Selling, buying, hiring?
ADVERTISE HERE!

Call: 410-884—4600 or VISIT www.placeanad.baltimoresun.com

Professional Services

PAINTING SERVICE

THE BEST QUALITY PAINTING
Interior/Exterior Starting at:
Rooms - $175 * Windows - $35
Work Done by Owners
Licensed in MD for 30 years

To Place Your Ad Call 410-884-4600 Today!

Vacuum Cleaners serviced ¢ All makes & model
Free estlmates free pickup & dellvery

Interested in placing your ad on
The Professional

2
_Ser‘"ce Page ’ 94 years of service

FIVE STAR HOME SERVICE
410-661-4050
410-744-7799

MHIC# 10138
www.fivestarmaryland.com

Please call 1-800-884-8797

Chris & Mike Levero 1924-2018
Bonded & Insured
Free Estimates f—m'-EFT“‘f“f—]w _______________

Our showroom & service dept.
1702 Joan Ave, Balto 21234

L410'882'1 027 » Anyvac.com

| Get one room of carpet deep cleaned 1
I &shampooed circular dry foam |
' Your Carpet Will look Great Again! :

Regular $39.99

1 SPECIAL $1999 :

SELL IT. RENT IT.
BUY IT. FIND IT...

...ain The Annapolis Times Classifieds.

1-800-884-8797
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YOU’'RE ALWAYS

A WINNER WHEN
YOU PLAY

RESPONSIBLY.

Playing the Maryland Lottery is fun, but please play within your limits.
For confidential help with gambling problems, please visit
mdgamblinghelp.org or call 1-800-GAMBLER. You must be 18 to play.

MARYLAN OTTERYe

mdlottery.come
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