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Wendell Franklin Assumes Duty as
City of Tulsa’s 40th Chief of Police
Courtesy
City of Tulsa

Wendell Franklin became the 
City of Tulsa’s 40th Chief of Po-
lice effective Feb.1, succeeding 
retiring Chief Chuck Jordan.  

Tulsa Mayor G.T. Bynum said 
when he selected Franklin, “Out 
of several extraordinary public 
servants, I have decided Wendell 
Franklin is the best person to lead 
the Tulsa Police Department. He 
has a clear vision for the future of 
the department, he is an effective 
team builder with high standards, 
and he knows personally the real-
ities of community policing in all 
parts of our city. He is passionate 
about innovation, and his selfless 
management style reflects the ide-
al that my administration seeks 
to instill in the culture of the city 
government. I want to thank those 
who very bravely put their names 
forward for consideration in a pro-
cess unprecedented locally in its 
transparency. Going through the 
interview process and getting to 
know each of them better was a 
great reminder to me of the talent 
we have within the Tulsa Police 
Department.”   

Chief Franklin has served more 
than 23 years with the Tulsa Police 
Department. During his tenure, he 
has focused his efforts on reduc-
ing violent crime and increasing 
community engagement and com-
munity policing efforts.

“It is a great credit to the Tulsa 
Police Department that the May-
or had a very impressive panel of 
candidates to select from,” Jordan 
said. “The decision was not made 
lightly, and I believe that he chose 
wisely in the best interest of the 
police department and the citizens 
of Tulsa. Wendell has constantly 
shown great leadership and com-
mand during his 23 years of ded-
icated service to the community. 
I am proud to know that Wendell 
Franklin will not only be the next 
Chief of Police, but the first Af-
rican American holding this hon-
ored position.”

Franklin was instrumental in 
implementing and expanding the 
Downtown Impact Team, a unit 
of officers who patrol downtown. 
Since, he has worked with the 
Downtown Coordinating Council 
at Central Library to host open di-
alogues where businesses and em-
ployees can reach out to officers 
and get vital education in regard to 
law enforcement. He also imple-
mented Cop Chat in the Gilcrease 
Division, an opportunity for the 
community to meet with officers 
and voice their concerns and opin-
ions about policing. 

Over the course of his career, 
Franklin has been involved in 
high-level and sensitive investi-
gations at the Special Investiga-
tions Division (SID). Some of his 
most recent work came during the 
2019 Tulsa Flood. Chief Franklin 
was centered in the Emergency 
Operations Center and operated 
the northern command post that 
helped keep Tulsans safe.

“Wendell Franklin has the in-
tegrity, experience, and vision to 
successfully lead the Tulsa Po-
lice Department,” U.S. Attorney 
Trent Shores said. “I’ve person-
ally worked with him on public 
safety initiatives and can attest to 
his excellent work ethic, passion 
for Tulsa, and mission readiness. 
I commend Mayor Bynum for this 
excellent selection.”

A graduate of the FBI Nation-
al Academy in 2016, Franklin 
brought back integral knowledge 
of social media to the depart-
ment. Under his direction, TPD 
allocated money for a Community 
Education Lieutenant and a com-
munity outreach person to handle 
those efforts. Since then, the de-
partment’s social media outreach 
has grown dramatically.

“I join Mayor Bynum in con-
gratulating and welcoming Wen-
dell Franklin as the next Chief 
of Police,” Tulsa City Council 
Chair Ben Kimbro said. “All Tul-
sans should know that my full 
faith and confidence are placed 
in Chief Franklin. He will do an 

exceptional job. He has done a 
commendable job in representing 
his skills, commitment and integ-
rity and emerges as the candidate 
that will ensure Tulsa continues 

being a world class city. I also 
want to applaud the Mayor for 
his thoughtful selection process 
and am thankful to have played a 
small role.”
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IN APPRECIATION:  Members of the Rotary Club of Tulsa give their 
appreciation to former Chief of Police Chuck Jordan at a recent meeting.  
At left is Tulsa County Commissioner Karen Keith.
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KUDOS of the MONTH: Rooster Days

The 2020 Rooster Days Festi-
val is returning to Broken Arrow 
May 7-10, with a new fresh look 
and brand, developed 
by Relay Creative 
Group. 

Rooster Days 
continues to hold the 
honor of being the lon-
gest running festival 
in Oklahoma. From 
its inception in 1931 
until present day; com-
munity, commerce and 
fun define the event.  The 
new brand communicates those 
qualities through the design of 
the logo and colors. 

“We are honored to partner with 
the City of Broken Arrow and 
our presenting sponsor, TTCU 

Federal Credit Union, to contin-
ue the tradition of this festival 
that has such a rich history in our 

community. Going into the 89th 
year, we couldn’t be more excit-
ed to bring with us a fresh new 
look that we believe matches the 
heart of what Rooster Days is but 
reflects the changing of times,” 
says President and CEO of the 
Broken Arrow Chamber and 
EDC Jennifer Conway.  

Applications for 2020 for mar-
ketplace vendors, wine vendors, 
food vendors, entertainment, 
Miss Rooster Days, and the pa-
rade are now available at roost-
erdays.com. 

The event will be held at Bro-
ken Arrow’s Central Park, 1500 
S. Main St., on May 7-10 with

carnival rides, food, live enter-
tainment and the ever-expanding 
marketplace. Rooster Days is a 
great local tradition.

WELCOMING GUESTS: Ros-
co ther rooster at the 2019 Roost-
er Days Festival. 
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Tulsa’s Children’s Medical Charities Association 
Grants $84,000 to Local Nonprofit Organizations

Children’s Medical Charities 
Association, formerly Children’s 
Medical Center Auxiliary, has 
awarded $84,000 in Grants to 25 
local non-profits benefiting chil-
dren 18 years old or younger.  The 
grants were presented to the re-
cipients by Ken Busby, Executive 
Director and CEO of the Route 66 
Alliance. 

This total is generated from the 
2019 sales from CMCA’s resale 
shop, The Market at Pearl, located 
at 1020-F S. Rockford in The Pearl 
District.  The shop, sponsored by 
Hillcrest Healthcare, is operated 
100 percent by volunteers during 
the hours of 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 
on Saturday from  10 a.m. to 2 
p.m.  

Any 501(C)(3) organization ben-
efiting children 18 years and under 
may apply for a 2020 grant using 
the website cmcatulsa.org.  Since 
the inception of the grant program 
in 2005, CMCA has awarded $1.3 
million to agencies “Helping Kids 
Get Better.”

All donations are tax deductible 
and may be brought to the shop 
during  business hours.  For any 
additional information, call 918-
779-6332.

Grant recipients are:
Community Action Project 

(CAP), Catholic Charities, City 
Year Tulsa, Community Food 
Bank, Counsel Recovery/CALM, 
Day Spring Villa, Emergency In-
fant Services, Hope’s Crossing, 
Iron Gate, Little Light House, 
New Hope Okla., Oklahoma Heart 
Gallery, Parent & Child Center, 
Parkside, Pregnancy Resource 
Center, Reading Partners, Saint 
Catherine School, San Miguel 
School, Sistema Tulsa, Tulsa Ad-

vocates for the Rights of Citizens 
(TARC), Tulsa Ballet, Tulsa Boys 
Home, Tulsa Community College, 
Tulsa Symphony and Youth Ser-
vices

 
The CMCA dates back to 1926 

when The Children’s Medical 
Center first opened its doors. Since 
then the organization has acquired 
nonprofit status and has been serv-
ing the Tulsa community through 
grant funding.

Throughout the years CMCA has 
donated over $1.1 million in grants 
to different non-profits who help 
serve children in the Greater Tul-
sa area. The Market at Pearl Thrift 
Shop supports CMCA. Profits from 
the store at 1020 S. Rockford Ave. 
funds the mission of the CMCA. 
The thrift store is run entirely by 
volunteers, and every dollar made 
is given to CMCA to help assist lo-
cal children and families.  

Along with the grant of $84,000, 
CMCA has already given an addi-
tional $5,000 to The Hospitality 
House of Tulsa. The Hospitality 
House provides meals, lodging 
and services to families who travel 
to Tulsa for medical attention.

“From the beginning, Children’s 
Medical Charities Association has 
been focused on serving Tulsa’s 
children. We are proud to be able 
to continue that support nearly a 
century later,” said Board Presi-
dent, Michele Denton.

According to CMC’s history 
written by Betty Lee Sadler, by 
1958, the auxiliary had grown into 
one of the largest volunteer orga-
nizations in the Southwest.  As 
the needs and numbers of children 
grew, auxiliary members mar-
shaled their talens to create exem-
plary fundraising programs, help-
ing to fill CMC’s financial voids.  
The orthopedic appliance and trust 

funds were either set up by or re-
ceived sizeable donations from the 
auxiliary.  

It financially supported similar 
CMC programs through small 
fundraisers ranging from the 
sale of cookbooks and the cre-
ation of a snack bar stocked with 
home-baked goods to large public 
events, such as the Tulsa Charity 
Horse Show.  

From 1954 to 1962, The Junior 
League of Tulsa and the Auxilia-
ry co-sponsored the Tulsa Charity 
Horse Show.  In 1963, the Auxil-
iary became the sole sponsor and 
ran it for at least another 35 years.  
The Horse Shows’ proceeds given 
to CMC exceeded $1.2 million.

In the 1970s, industrious mem-
bers established an Arts and Crafts 
Show, the first major project done 
entirely by the auxiliary.  The 
show, which later became a juried 
arts and crafts show, gained the 

reputation of being one of the best 
in the region and flourished for at 
least 25 years.  Nearly $1 million 
was given to CMC from its pro-
ceeds.

In 1975, the auxiliary took on 
another major fundraiser – the 
Roy Clark Celebrity Golf Tour-
nament,  All eyes in Tulsa and 
nationally were on CMC.  The 
celebrity tournament drew inter-
nationally acclaimed entertainers 
and sports figures and evolved 
into the Roy Clark Senior PGA 
Tournament Challenge. The golf 
tournaments lasted nine years, re-
quiring an average of 5,000 vol-
unteer hours per tournament and 
garnered more than $800,000 for 
CMC.  

To find out more information 
about the Children’s Medical 
Charities Association and The 
Market at Pearl Thrift Shop, visit 
cmcatulsa.org.

HAPPY NON-PROFIT REPRESENTATIVES:  Representatives from 
25 local non-profit organizations are all smiles due to the benevolence 
of the Children’s Medical Charities Association and the Market of Pearl 
Thrift Shop.

ONE OF 25:  Ken Busby, executive director and CEO of the Route 66 
Alliance, smiles as he watches the check presentation to Iron Gate of Tulsa.  
From left are Iron Gate’s Director of Development Ashli Sims and Execu-
tive Director Carrie Veseley Henderson and CMCA’s Michele Denton.  Iron 
Gate has a mission to feed the hungry and homeless of Tulsa every day.  
.
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Miss Helen’s Private School was 
excited to celebrate this year’s 
101st day of school on Jan. 29.  In 
honor of this auspicious day the 
students and staff dressed up as the 
dalmatians from the classic Dis-
ney movie “One Hundred and One 
Dalmatians,” a 1961 American an-
imated adventure film based on the 
1956 novel The Hundred and One 
Dalmatians by Dodie Smith. 

In celebration, the kindergarten 
through 5th grade students took to 
the Alsuma soccer field near 51st 
Street and Mingo Road in Tulsa, 
which is located behind the school, 
for a 100-yard dash. 

Cruella de Vil, Jasper and Horace 
were there to try and catch as 
many puppies as they could. The 
preschool puppies were in the 
“pound” barking for their litter 
mates on the field.  The question 
was, will Pongo and Perdita rescue 
their puppies?  It was an exciting 
puppy chase. 

Other activities for this day in-
cluded a blanket drive for local 
animal shelters, a special “Puppy 
Chow” snack mix, a schoolwide 
“Bingo” sing-a-long, and lots of 
photo opportunities.     

Now in its 65th year of educa-
tion, Miss Helen’s Private School 
has provided excellence in early 
childhood education since 1954.  
The school’s goal is to provide a 
great learning institution where 
children can develop their reading, 
math, and social talents as well as 
improve communication skills and 
learning habits. 

Today, Miss Helen’s heritage 
lives on in the school’s facility 
at 48th Street and Mingo Road. 
Miss Helen’s offers programs in 
three areas: Preschool, Kindergar-
ten, and Elementary Grades 1st 
through 5th.

For more information about 
Miss Helen’s School, contact 
Jayme-Wingo Baker at director@
misshelens.com or 918-622-2327 
for additional information.
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Miss Helen’s Private School 
Celebrates 101st Day of  School 
With a 101 Dalmatians Event

The School
Is Celebrating
Its 65th Year
Of Education

Courtesy photo

EDUCATIONAL FUN:  Celebrating Miss Helen’s School’s 65th year 
of education and the 101 Dalmatians event in fun are, from left, Miss 
Helen’s Director Jayme Wingo-Baker, Executive Director Lynda Wingo, 
Lead Kindergarten Teacher Stephanie Byrne, Director Christi Ray and 
Director Rhonda Reidy.

Courtesy photo

PUPPY CHASE:  Miss Helen’s 
Preschool Teacher Tara Worley 
watches her students in the puppy 
chase during the 101 Dalmatians 
event.

http://www.northpointwealth.com
http://www.misshelens.com
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When the David L. Moss Justice 
Center (DLM) opened over 30 
years ago, it was intended that this 
Tulsa County jail would hold those 
awaiting trial for 
committing vio-
lent crimes which 
Oklahoman’s be-
lieved deserved 
punishment, not 
rehabilitation or 
treatment.

Since the DLM 
opened, the com-
munity’s per-
spectives about 
i n c a r c e r a t i o n 
have changed. 
Those involved 
in the criminal 
justice system 
have learned more 
about what con-
tributes to crimi-
nal behavior and 
what purpose 
comes from in-
carcerating peo-
ple in an attempt 
to change their 
behavior. There 
has also been greater focus on the 
human and financial costs of incar-
cerating those charged with nonvi-
olent crimes.

Crimes involving drugs has done 
the most to change the former per-

ception. Many of those charged 
with violent crimes, committed 
these offenses while under the in-
fluence of drugs. Many more are 

arrested for being 
in possession of 
illegal drugs.

DLM is not a 
treatment cen-
ter. Catching and 
releasing those 
charged with 
a misdemean-
or drug offense 
does not address 
the root causes 
that made the use 
of drugs a con-
trolling influence 
in the offender’s 
life. DLM was 
not designed to 
be, nor should 
it be, used as a 
lock up for those 
charged with mis-
demeanor drug 
crimes. Yet jail 
statistics show 
that at least 50 in-
mates each month 

are in the Medically Assisted 
Treatment Program for Drug Ad-
diction (MAT).  

The Tulsa Board of County Commis-
sioners, the District Attorney’s Of-
fice, the Sheriff’s Office, the Tulsa 

Police Department, OSU’s Medi-
cal and Science Center, along with 
a group of incarceration reform 
leaders believe the legislature can 
help address this problem.

For the 2020 Legislative Ses-
sion, Tulsa County has advanced 
SB 1660 sponsored by Bro-
ken Arrow Senator John Haste 
and Tulsa Representative Carol 
Bush. The objective of this leg-
islation is very clear: improve 
public safety and public health 
by reducing the potential for 
criminal behavior by those strug-
gling with drug addiction. This 
can be accomplished with inter-
ventions that link low level drug 
offenders with services offering 
evaluation, treatment, etc. This 
will not only  reduce criminal be-
havior, it will also be less costly 
than repeatedly processing these 
individuals through the criminal 
justice system.

Substituting incarceration with 
rehabilitation is at the heart of 
SB 1660.  If this legislation 
passes, it would begin with the 
Sheriff’s Office and the District 
Attorney’s Office agreeing on 
the policies and practices of this 
drug diversion program. But sim-
ply put, a person in possession 
of a controlled dangerous drug 
would be offered the opportunity 
by the law enforcement officer 

to be taken to the OSU Medical 
and Sciences Center or any oth-
er approved center for substance 
abuse evaluation. If the offender 
agrees to be taken to the facility, 
no criminal charges will be filed. 
Since law enforcement officers 
are normally the first to encoun-
ter these individuals, they will 
be trained to recognize when the 
drug diversion opportunity is ap-
propriate. 

Diversion is a new approach 

that seeks to accomplish the 
goals of reduced criminal behav-
ior and improved public safety 
by connecting low level drug of-
fenders with treatment and social 
services. This approach will cost 
less and be more successful at 
reducing future criminal behav-
ior than routinely processing the 
offenders through the criminal 
justice system. 

SB 1660 is the pathway toward 
achieving this worthy goal. 

2019 marked an incredible year 
for our city in the fields of eco-
nomic and com-
munity devel-
opment, public 
safety and Resil-
ient Tulsa. Last 
year, we saw 
overwhelming 
investment and 
support across 
Tulsa with new 
companies add-
ing jobs, expand-
ing their facili-
ties and breaking 
ground on vi-
sionary projects. 

2019 was a 
year of firsts. 
Last year, we 
held Tulsa’s first 
na tura l iza t ion 
ceremony at City 
Hall, received 
our first Equality 
Indicators Re-
port, launched 
Tulsa’s first Bus 
Rapid Transit 
line and hired Tulsa’s first Housing 
Policy Director – to name a few.

2019 was a year for investment. 

Investment in Tulsa was widely 
realized in 2019. WPX Energy an-

nounced and broke 
ground on its new 
$110 million head-
quarters in down-
town. Vast Bank 
completed its $40 
million headquar-
ters. American Air-
lines announced 
it would add 565 
new jobs at its 
north Tulsa hangar. 
And we formally 
broke ground on 
USA BMX’s Na-
tional Headquar-
ters in the Green-
wood District.  

2019 was a year 
for safety. In 
2019, we were able 
to hire 120 new 
officers and im-
plement 75 com-
munity policing 
recommendations, 
including implicit 
bias training for all 

officers. Tulsa Municipal Lockup 
celebrated its first year in opera-
tion and the Tulsa Fire Department 

received a Class 1 rating by the 
Insurance Service Office (ISO). 
Tulsa Sobering Center, our jail di-
version program, also celebrated 
its first year in operation.

2019 was a year for funding 
and infrastructure. Improve Our 
Tulsa passed by a historic margin 
of victory in 2019. It will provide 
much-needed funding for years 
to come to support street main-
tenance and infrastructure across 
Tulsa. Construction on the Gil-
crease Expressway started, Tulsa 
Transit improved and updated its 
route network, and six major street 
projects were completed in 2019. 

2019 was a year for reconcili-
ation. In 2019, we initiated the 
1921 Race Massacre investigation 
into possible mass graves. With 
the help of the Public Oversight 
Committee and the Oklahoma Ar-
cheological Survey, we were able 
to scan and complete the geophys-
ical work at Oaklawn Cemetery 
and Newblock Park. 

2019 was a year for resilience. 
Krystal Reyes, the City’s Chief 
Resilience Officer was hired in 
2019 to further our Resilient Tulsa 
Strategy. With her help, we held 
workshops for renters, tenants 

and small businesses. We hosted 
our second annual 918 Day cele-
bration, held an employment re-
source fair, and updated the City’s 
website to include translations in 
multiple languages while adding 
a resource list to help those with 

mental health needs and those in-
volved in the justice system. 

The actions, initiatives and growth 
in 2019 can’t be summed up in just a 
few words. That’s why I invite you 
to read my full 2019 Annual Report 
at www.cityoftulsa.org/mayor. 
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From Tulsa 
County

By COMMISSIONER
RON PETERS

From Tulsa’s 
Mayor

By G.T. BYNUM
Mayor of Tulsa

The Drug Problem:  Replacing Jail with Rehabilitation

As We Go Forward, Let’s Look Back at 2019

Courtesy photo

STATE OF THE CITY:  Tulsa Mayor G.T. Bynum holds a 918 plaque 
from the Mayor’s State of the City Address in November at the Cox Busi-
ness Center. From left are 2020 Tulsa Regional Chamber Chair Roger 
Ramseyer, 2019 TRC Chair David Stratton, Tulsa County Commissioner 
Karen Keith, Mayor Bynum, Tulsa District 8 City Councilor Phil Lakin 
and Tulsa Regional Chamber CEO Mike Neal.

GTR Media Group photo

MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY PARADE:  Tulsa’s MLK Day 
Parade was another successful event this year.  Each year over 100 
entries participate with themed floats, music and marchers. The pa-
rade continues to grow and improve in quality and content in honor 
of Dr. King. 

http://www.dandiguaranty.com
http://www.cartridge-smart.com
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Gov. Kevin Stitt and Lt. Gov. Matt Pinnell 
Unveil New Brand for State of Oklahoma

Gov. Kevin Stitt and Lt. Gov. 
Matt Pinnell unveiled a new 
brand for the State of Oklahoma 
during a program at the Oklaho-
ma City Thunder Headquarters 
at Chesapeake Arena.    “As Sec-
retary of Tourism and Branding, 
Lt. Governor Pinnell has traveled 
to communities across Oklaho-
ma and personally experienced 
everything our state has to of-
fer,” said Stitt. “His enthusiasm 
and passion for our state and 
people is evident, and he charged 
full steam ahead to pull together 
creatives from all over the state to 
form and launch this new brand 
for Oklahoma. With it, we will 
work to breathe new life into 
tourism, job recruitment, inves-
tors, and much more.”

The brand is a result of nine 
months of work by a volunteer 
committee consisting of more than 
140 creatives, called OklaX.

“Last summer I invited more 
than 200 of Oklahoma’s brightest 
and most creative designers, mar-
keting experts, communications 
professionals, videographers and 
photographers to join me in cre-
ating a new brand for Oklahoma,” 
said Pinnell, “Their task was to 
develop a cohesive, new brand for 
Oklahoma that best represents our 
heritage and history, our booming 
industry, our beautiful one of a 
kind vistas, and most important-
ly, our greatest asset – our people. 
The vision behind this effort is to 
position Oklahoma as a top-tier 
destination for visitors, business-
es, talent and citizens.”

Joining Stitt and Pinnell on stage 
was business and civic leader 
Steve Hendrickson, government 
affairs director for the Boeing 

Company and a member of the 
board of directors for the Oklaho-
ma Business Roundtable.

“As a representative in Okla-
homa’s aerospace and aviation 
industry, I have experienced first-
hand the challenges Oklahoma 
faces when representing our state 
as a top-tier destination for capital 
investment, expansion, relocation 
and recruitment of new employ-
ees,” Hendrickson said. “Together, 
as Oklahomans, we can reverse 
these perceptions of being “one of 
those states in the middle” and in-
stead we will create an awareness 
that we are the very center of the 
United States.”

The unveiling of the brand was 
via a video created by the vol-
unteer team. The logo design is 
inspired by Oklahoma’s heritage. 
The shapes and colors reflect the 
earth, sky, water, agriculture and 
forest. A white star in the middle 
of the brand is a powerful symbol 

of America that was on the origi-
nal flag of the state. The chevrons 
outlining the star acknowledge 
Oklahoma’s military. All the 
elements form a circle and di-
rect energy inward, highlighting 
Oklahoma as a hub at the center 
of America.

The tagline “Imagine that” con-
veys the idea behind the Oklaho-
ma brand: a state that surprised 
people by defying expectations, 
providing countless opportunities 
and inviting audiences to dream of 
their own personal potential. 

“Based on key attributes uncov-
ered and through a competitive 
audit, the OklaX team staked out 
an authentic emotional position-
ing of Oklahoma as a remark-
ably friendly place of people who 
embrace and support each other 
and newcomers, so everyone can 
thrive,” said Pinnell. “When it 
was all said and done, this team 
has donated countless valuable 

hours of their time, talent, studios 
and even staff to lead us to this 
historic moment.” 

The OklaX team was divided 
into smaller groups led by sev-
en team captains: Brenda Jones 
Barwick, Public Relations; Jesse 
Boudiette, Marketing; Brian By-
rnes, Implementation; Whitney 
Emerick, Verbal Identity; Mike 
Kouhler, Web Strategy; Dan Mar-

tel, Video and Audio Production 
and Sarah Sears, Visual Identity.

The office of the Lt. Gov. will 
oversee the new brand, in coordi-
nation with the Oklahoma Depart-
ment of Commerce and the Okla-
homa Tourism and Recreation 
Department. A brand manager 
was recently hired to provide as-
sistance and guidance for all state 
departments, agencies and com-
missions on ways to implement 
the brand, respond to questions, 
provide feedback and to share suc-
cess stories about the brand.

 “We are thrilled to add Amy 
Blackburn to our team as our 
brand manager,” said Pinnell. 
“She brings a wealth of experience 
in brand management and is also 
passionate about our state.” 

Over the next few months, the 
brand rollout will continue as 
highway signs, tourism efforts, 
agency websites, programs and 
communications begin to imple-
ment the new brand. 

“Today marks the beginning of 
a transformation,” said Pinnell. 
“The transformation of Oklaho-
ma’s statewide, national and inter-
national image.”
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The year is young. Are you hav-
ing fun yet?

One theater that has been import-
ant to area entertainment is the ven-
ue now called Tulsa Theater. This is 
not to be confused 
with Theatre Tul-
sa, which is the 
longest-running 
theatre group in 
Tulsa. Rather, 
Tulsa Theater is 
what was known 
until recently as 
Brady Theater, or 
“The Old Lady on 
Brady,” and previ-
ously as the Tulsa 
Convention Hall 
and Tulsa Munic-
ipal Theater. This 
venerated perfor-
mance space has 
been a cornerstone 
for music, drama, 
dance and a vari-
ety of acts since 
1914.

Rachmaninoff, 
Fannie Bryce and 
Enrico Caruso all performed there. 
Caruso reportedly caught a cold 
when he came to Tulsa and later 
died of pleurisy. His ghost suppos-
edly lurks in the rafters. Other nota-
ble stars who entertained at the ven-
ue include Ethel Barrymore, Olivia 
de Havilland, Helen Hayes, Tallu-
lah Bankhead and Katherine Hep-
burn. Mae West acted five times at 
the theater in plays she wrote and 
produced. 

Tulsa Convention Hall became 
Tulsa Municipal Theater in 1952 
and was branded Brady Theater 
when the property was purchased 
from the City of Tulsa in the late 
1970s. Since recently becoming 
Tulsa Theater, the building’s fa-
miliar Brady Theater sign has been 
removed. But there is great news! 
The stylishly lettered “Tulsa” from 
the old Tulsa Municipal Theater 
days is extant and will once again 
grace the front of this true Tulsa 
icon.  

Now that the name confusion has 
been cleared up, here’s what we 
can look forward to seeing at Tul-
sa Theater and other venues in the 
upcoming weeks. Tulsa Theater 
hosts “Daniel Tiger Neighborhood 
Live!” on Feb. 12. Life lessons that 
touch on socio-emotional themes 
are augmented by music and engag-
ing characters that will be familiar 
to preschool-aged children who 
follow the “Daniel Tiger” animated 
TV show. Its concept was created 
by Fred Rogers Productions. 

The enduring fan-favorite Wil-
liam Shatner takes the Tulsa The-
ater stage following a screening 
of “The Wrath of Khan,” Feb. 13 

for some Trekkie fun. Country and 
gospel singer Josh Turner performs 
with opening act MamaDear on 
Feb. 21. MamaDear is a rising star 
on the country music scene. 

Country singer 
Brantley Gilbert 
brings his Fire’T 
Up Tour, Feb. 22 
to the BOK Cen-
ter before “Trolls 
Live!” turns 
the arena into 
troll-central for 
five performances, 
Feb. 29 – March 
1. “Trolls Live” 
is predominantly 
a children’s show, 
but with enough 
flash and wizard-
ry to entertain a 
much broader au-
dience.

There’s more 
country music at 
the Hard Rock 
Casino’s Joint 
with Texas singer 
Casey Donahew’s 

“One Light Town” tour (Feb. 29). 
Casey’s racked up 18 chart-topping 
singles over the past 17 years. Get 
ready for two celebrated bands, 
Foreigner (Feb. 13) and Styx (Feb. 
20) appearing at the River Spirit 
Casino. The next time I’m playing 
Trivia and a song from the 1970s is 
part of the quiz, my answer is going 
to be “Foreigner!” They are respon-
sible for “Hot Blooded,” “Cold as 
Ice,” “I Want to Know What Love 
Is,” “Feels Like the First Time” 
and “Waiting for a Girl Like You.” 
Among Styx’s biggest hits are 
“Lady” and “Come Sail Away.”

The Broken Arrow PAC presents 
celebrated Broadway singer, ac-
tress and Oklahoma native Kelli 
O’Hara. Kelli attended Oklahoma 
City University and studied under 
the same voice teacher as Kristin 
Chenoweth. She’ll be singing in 
the Kristin Chenoweth Theatre on 
Feb. 15. I’ve heard Kelli sing sever-
al times. Her performance in “The 
Light in the Piazza,” was a launch-
pad, and I enjoyed seeing her on 
Broadway in “The Bridges of Mad-
ison County,” along with her turn 
as Anna in the Tony Award-win-
ning “The King and I.” 

Tulsa Ballet returns to the Tul-
sa Performing Arts Center with 
“Dorothy and the Prince of Oz,” 
Feb. 13 – 16. The ballet’s story is 
based loosely on the “Wizard of 
Oz” characters, complete with fly-
ing monkeys and other dazzlement. 
The ballet was choreographed by 
esteemed dancer Edwaard Liang.

Tulsa Project Theater presents 
“Godspell,” Feb. 14 – 23 at the 
PAC, while Theatre Tulsa takes on 

Tulsan Tracy Letts’ raw and pen-
etrating “August Osage County,” 
Feb. 15. – 23. It won the Tony for 
Best Play and earned Tracy the Pu-
litzer Prize for Drama. I am excited 
to revisit the special kind of hell 
that the playwright created with 
this script and these characters. It’s 
a wild ride.

Did you see “Miss Saigon” earli-
er this year at the Tulsa PAC?  On 
Feb. 28 and March 1, Tulsa Opera 
presents the extraordinarily beau-
tiful three-act Puccini opera on 
which Broadway’s “Miss Saigon” 
was based. “Madama Butterfly” 
is a tragic story about misplaced 
trust, broken promises and two cul-
tures that are separated by not only 

oceans, but expectations. Maria 
Natale sings the role of geisha Cio-
Cio San. Tenor Matthew White is 
her capricious lover, officer Pinker-
ton. 

In August 1955, a black teenag-
er from Chicago, was tortured and 
killed in Mississippi for allegedly 
whistling at a white woman. Re-
markably, his mother held a fu-
neral with an open casket to show 
the world the stark brutality of her 
son’s murder. Her act and courage 
helped spur the Civil Rights move-
ment. “The Face of Emmett Till,” 
presented by Theatre North, plays 
at the PAC Mar. 1-8.

Also coming up in early March 
at the PAC is the crowd-pleasing 
Stomp, presented by Celebrity At-
tractions, Mar. 6-7 and the McGill/
McHale Trio, Mar. 8, hosted by 
Chamber Music Tulsa.

Between scorching drama and 
“Trolls Live!” I deeply appreciate 

the depth of entertainment choices 
we have locally. They all contribute 
to a diverse and rich cultural life I 
hope you will want to explore.

 Page 6 GREATER TULSA REPORTER NEWSPAPERS February 2020

  CALL 918-254-1515 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION

VARIETY

Show Buzz

By NANCY HERMANN

Diverse Entertainment on Tulsa Stages

DOROTHY AND THE PRINCE 
OF OZ: Tulsa Ballet revisits the 
great city of Oz in this original 
ballet choreographed by Edwaard 
Liang Feb. 13-15.

MADAMA BUTTERFLY: So-
prano Maria Natalees is the jilt-
ed geisha Cio-Cio San in Pucci-
ni’s tragic love story  Feb. 28 and 
March 1, presented by Tulsa Opera.

DANIEL TIGER NEIGHBOR-
HOOD LIVE! Tulsa Theater hosts 
characters from the Daniel Tiger 
animated TV show on Feb. 12.

THE FACE OF EMMETT TILL: Theatre North presents the true sto-
ry of a young man murdered in Mississippi in the 1950s  at the PAC 
March 1-8.

AUGUST: OSAGE COUNTY: Theatre Tulsa presents the Tony Award 
winning play at the PAC Feb. 15 – 23. 

https://mabeecenter.com/event/kriskristofferson2020/
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Iconic entertainment magazine 
Rolling Stone is currently publish-
ing a series of articles featuring a 
“look at eight cities where live 
music has explod-
ed.” I don’t want 
to give too much 
away, but, spoiler 
alert: Tulsa is one 
of the eight cities.

It’s a great article 
in which Rolling 
Stone journalist 
Jonathan Bernstein 
captures the histo-
ry, spirit of cooper-
ation and diversity 
that characterize 
Tulsa-area music. I 
recommend check-
ing it out on roll-
i n g s t o n e . c o m . 
Although I didn’t 
learn anything 
I didn’t already 
know about Tulsa 
music, I did have 
two realizations 
while reading the 
article: 1) Jonathan 
Bernstein definite-
ly reads Searching for the Sound, 
and 2) If Tulsa is one of eight cit-
ies where live music has exploded, 
I must have a lot to talk about in 
this column. Turns out, I was right. 
About the second one at least, so 
let’s get to it.

  
Tulsa Music Awards

Another indication that Tulsa 
music is blowing up is the number 
of nominees for the Third Annual 
Oilfire Tulsa Music Awards.  Al-
bum of the Year, one of 30 cate-
gories, had more than 50 nomi-
nations, as did Single of the Year. 
New Artist and Breakout Artist of 
the Year both had dozens of nom-
inations, a sign that Tulsa music’s 
stock is still rising. 

As impressive as the list of nomi-
nees is, it can be a bit overwhelming 
when trying to cast a vote. Fortu-
nately, each category has been nar-
rowed down to a more manageable 
five finalists. Vote during the month 
of March at tulsamusicawards.com 
to recognize your favorite band, 
songwriter, venue (large, medium 
and small), concert, DJ, music vid-
eo and more of 2019.

Jimmy LaFave 
Songwriting Contest

If you just went and checked 
tulsamusicawards.com and were 
disappointed to not see your name 
among the list of nominations, 
here’s an opportunity to change that 
for next year.

The Jimmy LaFave Songwriting 
Contest, free and open to unsigned 
Oklahoma songwriters, is currently 

accepting entries.  One winner will 
receive $500 and the opportunity 
to join the lineup of Bob Childers’ 
Gypsy Café music festival on April 

29. 
The Jimmy La-

Fave Songwriting 
Contest high-
lights the spirit of 
mentorship and 
musical discov-
ery that have be-
come hallmarks 
of the Gypsy Café 
festival. Previous 
winners include 
Ken Pomeroy in 
2018, and Dallas 
Parker, aka Faux 
Draco, last year.

In addition to 
the cash prize, 
another $500 will 
be donated in the 
winner’s name to 
Red Dirt Relief 
Fund. I’ll have 
more on Red Dirt 
Relief Fund and 
the 9th Annual 
Gypsy Café in the 

April installment of SFTS.

Linda Wolf
Book Signing

One of the all-time great rock & 
roll tours is about to turn 50. It was 
March of 1970 when Joe Cocker 
recruited Leon Russell to put to-
gether a band and embark on the 
Mad Dogs and Englishmen tour.  
The 10-piece band with a 10-piece 
choir was short lived, but left an 
indelible mark on the rock & roll 
landscape, and gave Cocker his 
first hit with The Letter. The leg-
endary collaboration is still with us 
in the form of both a live album and 
a film documentary.

Also capturing the historic event 
was Tour Photographer Linda 
Wolf, who recently released “Trib-
ute: Cocker Power,” an archive of 
her time with the band during the 
tour. Released as a celebration of 
the 50-year anniversary of Mad 
Dogs and Englishmen, Wolf’s book 
is two volumes of visually stunning 
photographs, as well as stories and 
quotes from over one hundred mu-
sicians and crew members, includ-
ing Leon Russell.

Wolf will be at Harwelden Man-
sion April 2 from 4:30 – 7:30 p.m. 
for a book signing experience. 
The event will include an exhibit 
of Wolf’s original tour photos, as 
well as live music, wine and hors 
d’oevres. For more information and 
tickets, visit thechurchstudio.com.

R.I.P. Jim Paul Blair
I must end this month’s column 

on a sad note, as I’ve just received 

news of Muskogee musician/enter-
tainer Jim Paul Blair’s passing.

Blair was a pillar in the music 
community. A former executive 
director for the Oklahoma Music 
Hall of Fame, he also served on the 
board of directors for Oklahoma In-
ternational Bluegrass Festival, Red 
Dirt Relief Fund and Muskogee 
Medical Center Authority. 

The son of a Grand Ole Opry per-
former and Texas Playboys mem-
ber, Blair spent all 58 of his years 
emursed in music.

He was a multi-instrumentalist 
with a knack for portraying Hank 
Williams in his tribute band Han-
kerin 4 Hank, and Buddy Holly in 
the Muskogee Little Theatre pro-
ductions of “The Buddy Holly Sto-
ry.” His talent and generosity will 
be missed by the entire Oklahoma 
music community.

I met Blair a few years ago at the 
Oklahoma Music Hall of Fame in 
Muskogee. He was helpful and 
generous with his time and seemed 
to be so full of life. It’s hard to be-

lieve he’s no longer with us. With 
Searching for the Sound, my goal is 
to spread the joy of Tulsa music and 
deliver something uplifting and in-
spiring to the reader. Occassionally, 
however, it’s necessary to diverge 
from the joyful news, as it is im-
peritive that we honor people like 
Jim Blair who are responsible for 
building and maintaining the robust 
music scene that we all enjoy. It’s 
because of people like Blair that we 
don’t have to leave our home town 
to keep searching, keep listening.

Searching for
The Sound

By BRYAN CANTRELL

So Many Events to Cover in a City Exploding 
With Live Music

MUSIC MECCA: Tulsa’s music scene is garnering national attention.

https://www.facebook.com/thelanetulsa/
https://www.merlenorman.com/
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In 2019, Kendra and Kevin 
Brown, of Owasso, were excit-
ed to welcome their firstborn 
child to their family. Unfortu-
nately, their world came crash-
ing down when they learned 
their son, Dylan, had passed 
away in utero. Kendra deliv-
ered Dylan at St. John Tulsa 
in April 2019. Although deliv-
ering a stillborn child was in-
credibly difficult, Kendra and 
Keven had access to a special 
cooling bassinet to use with 
Dylan. This bassinet, called 
a Cuddle Cot or Caring Cra-
dle, gives families more time 
to say goodbye to their infant 
after a stillbirth or infant loss. 
The Caring Cradle she got to 
use with Dylan was donated 
to St. John Tulsa by the Jaxon 
Kade Foundation.

Often after a stillbirth or in-
fant loss, parents only get a 

few hours to say goodbye to 
their infant before the baby’s 
body begins to change due to 
composition. This happens 
very quickly in an infant. 
During the few hours they get, 
the mother is still recovering 
from childbirth, making this 
precious time very difficult 
physically. A Caring Cradle or 
Cuddle Cot allows the infant 
to stay in-room with the par-
ents as long as they would like, 
for the mother’s entire hospital 
stay if she wishes. This allows 
time for families to take pho-
tographs, invite family mem-
bers to visit, make memorial 
tokens such as footprints and 
handprints, and make funer-
al preparations without being 
rushed. These units currently 
cost $3,000-$5,000, and hos-
pitals usually do not have the 
budget to purchase these units 

themselves. Recently, these 
devices have gotten media at-
tention by their feature on the 
major network show New Am-
sterdam.

Kendra saw the nameplate 
featuring The Jaxon Kade 
Foundation on the side of her 
Caring Cradle, contacted the 
foundation for support, and 
made several connections with 
foundation members. In Octo-
ber 2019, Kendra decided to 
raise funds to place another 
Cuddle Cot in memory of her 
son, Dylan. Kendra’s fundrais-
er was very successful and she 
raised over $6,000 in a matter 
of weeks, most of which over 
social media on Facebook.

Kendra’s donation will pur-
chase two Cuddle Cots, and 
she has chosen Bailey Med-
ical Center in Owasso and 
St. John’s Medical Center in 
Owasso as the recipients of 
her cradles. These cradles 
were delivered to the hospitals 
in a dedication ceremony on 
Friday, Jan. 10 at Bailey Medi-
cal Center and 2:30 p.m. at St. 
John’s Owasso.

About The Jaxon Kade 
Foundation

The Jaxon Kade Founda-
tion is a nonprofit organiza-
tion benefiting families facing 
pregnancy and infant loss. Our 
current focus is fundraising for 

and purchasing Cuddle Cots 
and Caring Cradles for Okla-
homa hospitals. To date, The 
Jaxon Kade Foundation has 
donated 18 cooling bassinets to 
Oklahoma hospitals. Each year 
in October, we host the state’s 
only exclusively 4x4 auto 

show, The 4x4 Show, as the 
largest fundraiser of the year. 
This show combines President 
Brittany Martin’s passions of 
offroading and pregnancy and 
infant loss advocacy, all to 
honor her son Jaxon who was 
stillborn in 2014.
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HEALTH & WELLNESS
Tulsa Retina Consultants Contributes to the
Community Food Bank of Eastern Oklahoma on
Behalf of Friends, Colleagues, Referring Physicians

Tulsa Retina Consultants re-
cently announced the donation of 
$5,000 to the Community Food 
Bank of Eastern Oklahoma on be-
half of its friends, colleagues and 
referring physicians. The donation 
is being made as a thank you to the 
organization’s partners for their 
dedication in 2019.

“Tulsa Retina Consultants is 
proud to support the important 
mission of the Community Food 
Bank of Eastern Oklahoma,” Lars 
Freisberg, MD at Tulsa Retina, 
said. “We strongly believe in giv-
ing back to our community but 
especially to this organization that 
serves an important need in east-
ern Oklahoma.”

“The example being set by Tul-

sa Retina Consultants by donating 
this gift to the Food Bank inspires 
us and we hope many others will 
follow suit,” said Greg Raskin, 
communications manager for the 
Food Bank. “This demonstrates 
how you can let people know how 
special they are to you and your 
organization while strengthening 
our community. Simple acts like 
this help fulfill the message of the 
holidays. On behalf of the people 
who will receive this gift, but may 
not know how it came to them, 
thank you.”

Tulsa Retina Consultants has 
six doctors and more than 50 em-
ployees at offices in Tulsa, Bar-
tlesville, Grove, Muskogee and 
Stillwater. 

Courtesy photo

BENEVOLENT GIFT:   Present at the check presentation are, from left,  Tom Finley, M.D. and Lars Freis-
berg, M.D., and from the Community Food Bank of Eastern Oklahoma, Director of Philanthropy Rochelle 
Dowdell and Communications Manager Greg Raskin.

Owasso Mother Donates Device to Give Families 
More Time to Grieve After Stillbirth or Infant Loss

GTR Media Group photo

CUDDLE COT FOR SAYING GOODBYE: After the loss of her 
son, Dylan, Owasso mother Kendra Brown donates two Cuddle Cots 
to two Owasso hospitals, Bailey Medical Center and St. John Owasso, 
facilitated by The Jaxon Kade Foundation. These cooling bassinets 
allow parents to get extra time to say goodbye to their infant. From 
left are Brittany Martin, Jaxon Kade Foundation; Kendra Brown; 
Catie MacDonald, Jaxon Kade Foundation; and Julia Johnson, Bai-
ley Medical Center.
 

http://www.millerhospice.com
http://www.aircoservice.com
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bringing balance and beauty to life

918.587.2566 • ihloffspa.com
Utica Square  •  83rd & Memorial  •  Downtown

$25 AVEDA GIFT WHEN YOU BUY $150 IN GIFT CARDS

BCBS Awards Grant to OSU 
Med for Addiction, Pain Mgt.

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Oklahoma 
(BCBSOK) has awarded a community health 
investment grant of $250,000 to Oklahoma 
State University Center for Health Sciences’ 
Addiction Medicine Specialty Clinic to ad-
dress the public health concerns of addiction 
and mental health in Oklahoma by improv-
ing access to behavioral health care.

The OSU Addiction Medicine Specialty 
Clinic is a Tulsa-based outpatient clinic of-
fering comprehensive treatment including 
individualized, evidence-based substance 
use disorder treatment, medication-assisted 
treatment and mental health services. The 
clinic is a member of the Hazelden Betty 
Ford Patient Care Network. The support 
from BCBSOK will be used to research the 
effectiveness of telemedicine services for 
treating addiction.

“We admire Blue Cross and Blue Shield of 
Oklahoma’s leadership in expanding access 
to addiction treatment services. This major 
investment will allow us to reach more Okla-
homans who are struggling with addiction 
and who would benefit immensely from the 
expertise at OSU Medicine. We appreciate 
our continued partnership with Blue Cross 
and Blue Shield of Oklahoma,” said Dr. 
Kayse Shrum, president of OSU Center for 
Health Sciences and dean of the OSU Col-
lege of Osteopathic Medicine.”

Supporting in and partnering with 
like-minded organizations like OSU Center 
for Health Sciences on community health 
initiatives builds on BCBSOK’s legacy of 
supporting local communities and helping 
families and individuals thrive. Through 
these efforts, BCBSOK aims to help im-
prove the lives of people in Oklahoma’s 
communities by removing barriers and ad-
dressing social factors that affect their health 
and well-being.

“We are investing in solutions to reduce 
cost of care and improve health outcomes 
in Oklahoma,” said Joseph R. Cunningham, 
M.D., president of Blue Cross and Blue 
Shield of Oklahoma. “We have been provid-
ing health insurance in Oklahoma for nearly 
80 years and its part of our mission to help 
our members as well as our communities. It 
aligns with our purpose: To Do Everything 
In Our Power To Stand With Our Members 
In Sickness And In Health”

The Addiction Medicine Specialty Clinic is 
part of the National Center for Wellness & 
Recovery (NCWR) at OSU Medicine. The 
NCWR provides comprehensive care for 
those suffering from addiction while advanc-
ing treatment through education, research 
and policy. For more information about the 
OSU Addiction Medicine Specialty Clinic, 
call 918-561-1890.

 Cancer Treatment Centers of America 
(CTCA) Tulsa has signed an agreement with 
Aetna, making it a contracted oncology care 
provider. Since Feb. 1, many Aetna commer-
cial members can select CTCA  Tulsa as an 
in-network facility for their cancer care.

“Our new agreement with Aetna in Tul-
sa reflects CTCA’s dedication to provide 
greater patient access to our exceptional 
physicians, high-quality services and val-
ue-based, patient-centered cancer care,” 
says CTCA President and CEO Pat A. Basu, 
MD, MBA. “We thank Aetna for this part-
nership, and we look forward to growing 
our relationship nationwide.”

This agreement adds to contracts already 
in place at CTCA Tulsa with Cigna and 
HealthChoice and allows CTCA to expand 
its footprint of in-network care delivery to 
patients and families in need of expert can-
cer care. 

“Patients want and deserve choice and 
options in health care, and certainly when 
making decisions about cancer care,” says 
Dana Haynie, President, CTCA Tulsa. “The 
addition of Aetna as a contracted insurance 
provider will allow Aetna enrollees access 
to the high-quality clinical care and patient 
empowerment that are the very hallmarks of 
CTCA.”

CTCA and Aetna Sign  
Agreement to Expand Care

CANCER CARE MINISTRY TRAINING AT CTCA:  Cancer Treatment Centers of Amer-
ica (CTCA) Tulsa offerd its “Our Journey of Hope” program to provide training in cancer 
care ministry for pastors and church leaders from around the Tulsa area and region Jan. 16. 
Training for this national CTCA program was at CTCA’s Tulsa hospital with opening remarks 
from national OJOH program leader Percy McCray, testimonials and training sessions. Fo-
cus topics included “The value of cancer care ministry,” “The spiritual, emotional and social 
effects of cancer,” and “A clinical overview, general types of cancer and treatment.”

http://www.aspenhealthrehab.com
http://www.ihloffspa.com
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EDUCATION

ADVANCING 
CAREERS,
ENHANCING
TULSA.
SERVING TULSA’S 
WORKFORCE
A bachelor’s degree opens doors for 
adults ready to advance their careers, 
change jobs or re-enter the workforce. 
Students like Belinda want a quality 
degree that maximizes the college 
credits they have already earned. At 
OSU-Tulsa, we work with students to 
create a degree plan that saves them 
time and money. Our services and 
schedules accommodate busy lives.
 
When we make college more accessible 
to working adults, we can increase 
the number of Tulsans with bachelor’s 
degrees. And that creates a better Tulsa.

TULSA.OKSTATE.EDU

BELINDA WILDCAT
APPLIED SOCIOLOGY

BE THE ONE THEY CALL
WHEN PATIENT CARE MEETS INNOVATION

APPLY TODAY. 

FINANCIAL AID AVAILABLE
OSUIT.EDU | 918.293.5330
OKMULGEE, OK

Orthotic & Prosthetic 
Technologies | AAS Degree

OSU-Tulsa Emphasizes Outreach with New Asst. V. P.
OSU-Tulsa has named Emonica 

“Nekki” Reagan-Neeley as the new 
assistant vice president for com-
munity engagement and student 
service to highlight the importance 
of relationship building between 
the university and its neighbors. 
Reagan-Neeley has been working 
on campus for a total of 27 years, 
and has spent much of that time as 
the face of OSU-Tulsa’s outreach 
efforts.

Reagan-Neeley grew up in north 
Tulsa, went to Booker T. Wash-
ington High School and is famil-
iar with families and faces across 
Greenwood.

According to Reagan-Neeley, 
it’s important for the university to 

consider the history, along with the 
cultural and socio-economic reali-
ties of today. “Community outreach 
allows us to assess, address and 
create opportunities for continuous 
learning and growth,” she says.

OSU-Tulsa President Pamela Fry 
made service to the community one 
of her top priorities since taking of-
fice and knew Reagan-Neeley was 
an obvious fit for this role.

“We need to be a positive force in 
the community,” Fry said. “Nekki 
embodies that value. I can’t think of 
a more natural champion for both 
the university and our neighbors 
than her.”

Reagan-Neeley has represented 
the university for years on boards 

like the Greenwood Cultural Center 
and the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Commemoration Society.

As an assistant vice president, 
Reagan-Neeley wants to develop 
more impactful projects like the 
recent Ellis Walker Woods Memo-
rial for the university. One of the 
first moves Reagan-Neeley plans to 
make in her new position is to form 
a community action team to plan 
activities to give back to Green-
wood and what it represents.

“The community is going to see 
more of us,” she said. “Whether 
that’s north, east, south or west, 
they have to know we are here. We 
are neighbors and we want to be a 
part of the growth process.” NEKKI REAGAN-NEELEY

Renovations Underway at TCC West Campus 
For the New Hardesty Student Success Center

Construction is underway on the 
new Hardesty Student Success 
Center at the Tulsa Community 
College West Campus. The new 
facility, once completed inside the 
Information Commons Building, 
will revolutionize the student ex-
perience, officials say.

The new Student Success Center 
provides integrated student sup-
port services with a one-stop phi-
losophy designed to remove bar-
riers from application to college 
through graduation. The facility 
was funded with a $1 million gift 
from the Hardesty Family Foun-
dation as part of the $20 million 
Clearing the Pathway: The Cam-
paign for Completion.

“It takes leaders in our communi-
ty willing to invest in our students 
for us all to move the needle on 

college completion. Investments 
like this one can and will have a 
transformative effect on our stu-
dents,” said TCC President and 
CEO Leigh B. Goodson, Ph.D.

Goodson, TCC Regent Chair Sam 
Combs and Hardesty Family Foun-
dation representatives took part in 
breaking down a ceremonial wall 
to symbolize removing barriers.

“TCC plays a major role in train-
ing and educating our communi-
ty. If we expect the Tulsa area to 
continue to grow, we need to en-
sure we have a properly educated 
workforce,” said Michelle Hard-
esty, Hardesty Family Foundation 
Executive Director. “This is about 
leveraging what we have to im-
prove our community and we are 
thrilled to partner with TCC.”

The college opened the first 

Student Success Center at the 
Southeast Campus in August 2019 
with the help of the Vision Tul-
sa package approved by voters. 
The remaining three are funded 
by private dollars raised through 
TCC’s $20 million Clearing the 
Pathway: The Campaign for Com-
pletion, one of the most successful 
community college fundraising 
campaigns in the nation. The Cam-
paign for Completion is designed 
to remove financial, navigational 
and physical barriers to a student’s 
success and graduation.

“We have invested those private 
dollars in ways that most directly 
benefit our students – to ensure 
they graduate and move into the 
workforce or transfer to a four-
year university,” Goodson said. 
“We can’t do this alone and the 

community is extremely generous 
in their engagement and financial 
support for reimagining higher ed-
ucation.”

The Hardesty Student Success 
Center on the TCC West Campus 
is expected to be completed by 
August.

GTR Media Group photo

CLEARING THE PATHWAY:  Happy to get construction underway 
at the TCC West Campus are, from left, Leigh Goodson, TCC President 
& CEO; Sam Combs, TCC Regent Chair; Dana Wilkes, Hardesty Fam-
ily Foundation Program Manager; Michelle Hardesty, Hardesty Family 
Foundation Executive Director; and Amie Trammell, TCC student.

http://osuit.edu
http://tulsa.okstate.edu


Dreaming big and helping stu-
dents gain the skills needed to get 
there is at the heart of Tulsa Tech’s 
mission. 

Each school year we see new 
faces walking through our doors, 
ready to learn a skill to set them 
up for a lifetime of success. Our 
alumni are no 
different, but for 
Tarell Nunley, his 
success is truly 
taking him out of 
this world.

“I have always 
looked to the 
sky and won-
dered what is out 
there,” Nunley 
said. “Knowing 
I am working 
on that path is a 
great reward.”

Nunley is a 
graduate of the 
aviation mainte-
nance program 
on the Riverside 
Campus. After 
years of working 
with local air-
craft companies, 
he is now part of 
a groundbreak-
ing company, 
Infinite Compos-
ites Technologies (ICT).  

“When I got hired, my operations 
and technical experience with 
the engineer documents fit their 
needs,” Nunley commented. “As 
the facility manager, it was my job 
to get everything up to aerospace 
standards.”

The small shop tucked away in 
an industrial court in south Tulsa 
looks ordinary from the outside. 
However, on the inside it is any-
thing but ordinary. The company 
is one of only approximately 350 
small businesses nationwide to get 
a large NASA grant, and only the 

10th company in Oklahoma’s his-
tory to secure the award.

“We are trying to develop a first 
all-composite cryogenic pressure 
vessel,” Nunley boasted. “NASA 
gave us a contract to send up some 
materials to test the effects of ga-
lactic cosmic rays.”

The study means 
bottles made right 
here in Tulsa will 
travel to the In-
ternational Space 
Station for testing. 
Nunley and the 
team at ICT want 
to see how the 
harsh environment 
in space impacts 
their product. 

With fewer than 
a dozen employ-
ees, it’s an all 
hands on deck op-
eration, and Nun-
ley says it was his 
Tulsa Tech train-
ing that helped set 
him on this path.

“The biggest 
thing I liked about 
Tulsa Tech was 
that it was all 
hands-on,” Nun-
ley said. “When 
I compare Tul-

sa Tech to other schools with the 
same program, it is night and day. 
Not only can you build an engine, 
you can test it at Tech.”

The 2018 report by the U.S. Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics shows jobs 
in aviation maintenance are grow-
ing. That means over the next de-
cade graduates will be able to fill 
thousands of new jobs. The same 
report also states that employers 
want candidates with the technical 
training and certificates that stu-
dents earn while attending Tulsa 
Tech. 

Nunley tells a story of knowing 

everything he had worked for was 
worth it. 

“My FAA certification test to get 
my A&P license was easy,” Nun-
ley said. “The way the program is 
set up, I just aced it. Passing that 
test right before I walked for grad-
uation was the moment I realized 

that Tulsa Tech was the best deci-
sion I have ever made.”

Nunley says he is not done striv-
ing to be better, he is now working 
on getting a doctorate in chemistry 
and says one day he hopes to join 
the supplies he helped to build and 
explore the vast reaches of space.

If you’re currently looking for 
exciting classes for high school 
and adult students, quality corpo-
rate training, or a challenging new 
career, Tulsa Tech invites you to 
visit today. For more information, 
call 918-828-5000 or visit us on-
line at tulsatech.edu.
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News From
Tulsa Tech

By DR. STEVE TIGER
Superintendent

Tulsa Tech Training Leads to Out of This World Career 
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Riverside Campus 
801 E. 91st St.

Sand Springs Campus 
924 E. Charles Page Blvd.

(918) 828-5000
info@tulsatech.edu

Prepare for your future and learn the skills to achieve your goals. Apply online  

at tulsatech.edu/apply or for more information, call (918) 828-5000.

» Over 90 Career Majors     » State-of-the-Art Classes & Labs      
» No Tuition for H.S. Students     » Affordable Tuition for Adults

AT TULSA TECH,  WE 
HELP STUDENTS GET  

ON THE PATH TO A 
SUCCESSFUL CAREER

Courtesy Tulsa Tech

TO INFINITY AND BEYOND: Tulsa Tech alumnus Tarell Nunley holds a composite bottle as Infinite Com-
posite Technologies of Tulsa prepares to test its product against galactic cosmic rays.

Tulsa Tech honors 
school Board MeMBers

January is annually School Board Rec-
ognition Month and an opportunity for 

local schools and communities to honor 
Oklahoma’s more than 2,700 elected school 
board members for their dedication to chil-
dren and schools.  From left, with Tulsa 
Mayor G.T. Bynum in center, are Sharon 
Whelpley, Rick Kibbe, Mark Griffin, Dr. 
Jim Baker, Danny Hancock and Rev. Ray 
Owens, Ph.D.  Not pictured is David Char-
ney.  

“Providing our community with excep-
tional career and technical education op-
portunities is one of the most important 
investments we can make,” said Dr. Steve 
Tiger, CEO and Superintendent of Tulsa 
Tech. “We’re very proud of our district’s 

accomplishments, and School Board Rec-
ognition Month is a time to say thank you 
to our elected board members for their pas-
sion, commitment and support of our mis-
sion, “educating people for success in the 
workplace.”

At Tulsa Tech, school board members 
develop policies and make tough deci-
sions on complex educational and social 
issues impacting the district, leading busi-
ness partners, community leaders and oth-
er constituents. They bear responsibility 
for nearly 6,000 full-time students, over 
12,000 part-time evening and weekend 
students, over 750 corporate training cli-
ents, and over 600 employees across six 
campuses.

http://www.tulsatech.edu
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TPS NEWS

Tulsa Public Schools will en-
hance its dual language program 
in the 2020-2021 school year, add-
ing dual language programming 
at Disney Elementary, expanding 
dual language programming at 
Kendall-Whittier Elementary, and 
launching a multilingual junior 
high content language pathway at 
Will Rogers College Junior High. 
The district currently offers dual 
language programming at: Ken-

dall Whittier, Skelly Elementary 
School, Sequoyah Elementary 
School, Springdale Elementary 
School, Celia Clinton Elementary 
School, Dual Language Academy, 
Henry Zarrow International, and 
Eisenhower International as well 
as language immersion classes at 
Carver Middle School and Tho-
reau Demonstration Academy.

“We know that student access to 
multilingual education correlates 
with higher academic achieve-
ment and expanded college and 
career opportunities,” said Super-
intendent Deborah A. Gist. “We 
also know that Tulsa families want 
dual language learning opportu-
nities for their children, so we’re 
excited to expand our programs to 
meet that need.”

Disney Elementary will begin 
offering a two-way dual language 
program this fall. The school has 
40 dual language pre-K spots 
available for the next school year. 
Students will have the opportunity 
to continue in the dual language 
program through 5th grade. Stu-
dents in the dual language program 
will learn to read in their stronger 
language first, while they develop 
academic language skills and liter-
acy in both English and Spanish. 
The program offers core subjects 
such as science and social studies 
in Spanish, and math in English for 
students to develop proficiency in 
both languages through academic 
vocabulary and content skills. For 
more information about dual lan-

guage at Disney, visitwww.tulsa-
schools.org/disneyduallanguage.

In the 2020-2021 school 
year, Kendall-Whittier Elementa-
ry will begin the transition from a 
one-way dual language school to 
a two-way dual language school; 
and all pre-K and kindergarten 
classrooms will become dual lan-
guage classrooms. Every year, the 
two-way dual language program 
will expand a grade. Eventually, 
Kendall-Whittier will become the 
district’s first two-way dual lan-
guage pre-K through 5th grade 
neighborhood school. Current-
ly, students in the school’s one-
way dual language program are 
100 percent Spanish dominant 
speakers and are taught in En-
glish and Spanish. The two-way 
dual language program will allow 
students to learn to read in their 
stronger language first, while they 

develop academic skills in both 
English and Spanish.  For more 
information about dual language 
at Kendall-Whittier, visit www.
tulsaschools.org/kendallwhittier-
duallanguage.

Will Rogers College Junior 
High will launch the Spanish lan-
guage content pathway for dual lan-
guage students entering 6th grade 
and 7th grade in the 2020-21 
school year. The program will of-
fer content core subjects like math, 
science or social studies in Spanish 
for students to continue to develop 
their language acquisition skills 
and academic vocabulary. For more 
information about dual language at 
Will Rogers College Junior High, 
visit www.tulsaschools.org/rogers-
duallanguage.

For the past seven years, Tulsa 
Public Schools has expanded its 
multilingual programs at the ele-

mentary level. The district currently 
has language programs at Kendall 
Whittier Elementary School, Skel-
ly Elementary School, Sequoyah 
Elementary School, Springdale El-
ementary School, Celia Clinton El-
ementary School, Dual Language 
Academy, Henry Zarrow Interna-
tional, and Eisenhower Internation-
al. Tulsa Public Schools will offer 
dual language programming at 10 
schools starting in the 2020-2021 
school year with the addition of 
Disney Elementary and Will Rog-
ers College Junior High and has 
plans to expand to other neighbor-
hood schools in the future.

Dual language education is for all 
families: English speakers, Spanish 
speakers, speakers of other lan-
guages, and multilingual families. 
For more information on the dis-
trict’s dual language programming, 
go to tulsaschools.org. 

History Preserves in the
Bricks of the New 
Will Rogers Stadium

“Beloved Paw Paw,” reads one brick. 
“Stay Gold,” says another.

Alumni and other friends are donating 
engraved commemorative bricks to the 
new athletic stadium being built on the 
Will Rogers High School campus. Donors 
are creating a permanent addition to Rog-
ers Ropers history with the dedications and 
memories in their bricks.

“We have bricks from all eighty years, the 
school’s first year, 1940, to the present,” 
said Jo Anne Lewis, a director and past pres-
ident of the Will Rogers High School Com-
munity Foundation. “The stories just come 
to life when you read, ‘Miss Will Rogers’ 
or ‘Toe-Tappin’ Roper.’ Some people want 
to honor a loved one, and some just want to 
say how much the school means to them, 
like, ‘You Launched Us.”

Two bricks honor a legendary English 
teacher, “Mighty Madge Gibson.” Others 
salute past and current teachers and prin-
cipals, parents, and siblings who graduated 
from Tulsa Will Rogers. Some list them-
selves, like Athlete of the Year and class-
mates who married. Some are poignant 
reminders like “Remembering Our Friend-
ship.” Some donors simply want to add 
their name to the stadium and say, “Ride On 
Ropers.” 

“This is real, living history,” Lewis said. 
“It’s moving to see how much people truly 
love this school.”

The tan-colored bricks are etched, then 
filled with a glass compound to keep out dirt 
and moisture. They blend with the masonry 
in the original school building and in the 
new construction, and architects designed 
the stadium to compliment the school’s 
stunning art deco design, which helped 
place it on the National Registry of Historic 

Places. The stadium, long a dream of Tulsa 
Will Rogers students, was funded by a bond 
issue passed several years ago by Tulsa vot-
ers. Students from schools throughout Tulsa 
and the surrounding area will use the facili-
ty after it opens in fall, 2020. 

Proceeds from the sale of the bricks will 
benefit Will Rogers High School Commu-
nity Foundation, a 501c-3 Charity, which 
has raised over $1 million to support the 
school. Since 2010, the Foundation has 
been contributing to classroom grants, soft-
ware, athletic, art, and band equipment, trip 
sponsorship, and other needs. Bricks can be 
ordered through the Foundation website, 
willrogersfoundation.net/bricks/. The dead-
line for ordering is March 31, 2020. 

WILL ROGERS
SAMPLE BRICK

Tulsa Public Schools 
To Expand Dual
Language Program

Courtesy Bishop Kelley High School

DISTINGUISHED VISITOR:  The morning of Jan. 23, Assistant Secretary of Elementary and Secondary 
Education Frank Brogan visited Bishop Kelley High School as well as two other schools in the Tulsa area.  
Brogan is second from left behind the students. BK was chosen as a pit stop on his journey to visit schools 
across the nation that are rethinking education and implementing innovative strategies to ensure student suc-
cess. Joining Brogan on his visit were two Oklahoma legislators, Senator Dave Rader (left) and Represen-
tative Carol Bush (right). He was also accompanied by Rural Outreach and Development Director Michael 
Chamberlain. The group was greeted by Fr. Kastl (third from left), President of Bishop Kelley, Principal Jim 
Franz, STUCO President Joe O’Connor as well as other students, teachers and administrators.

http://www.cjschooluniforms.com
http://www.okwu.edu
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MIDTOWN SPORTS
Booker T. Hoops Standout to Join Father and 
Sister, Signs with Oral Roberts University  

By MIKE MOGUIN
GTR Sports Writer

Booker T. Washington senior 
point guard Yvette Mayberry re-
cently signed to play college bas-
ketball at Oral Roberts.  

If the name rings a bell, it should 
because her family has resonated 
on the basketball court for the past 
four decades and continues on. 
Yvette, 5-8, is the latest Mayberry 
making noise by leading the Hor-
nets, who were 14-1 overall and 
ranked No. 1 in the Class 6A girls 
poll as of Jan. 27.

Her father, Lee, led Will Rogers to 
a boys state championship in 1988, 
was a member of a Final Four team 
at Arkansas two years later and 
played in the NBA for seven sea-
sons. He is now an assistant coach 
for the ORU women. 

Mayberry also has two older sis-
ters, Kaylan and Maya, who have 
ties to ORU.  

Kaylan Mayberry led BTW to the 
2013 state title and went on to play 
at the program, finishing with near-
ly 1,000 career points. Maya, who 
led Fayetteville (Ark.) to two Class 
7A state titles while her father was 
coaching at Arkansas (2015-17), is 
currently playing with the Golden 
Eagles. 

Those factors, along with being 
Christian, impacted Yvette May-
berry’s decision to attend ORU.

“I love God,” she said. “And just 

being able to play for my dad, and 
with my sister is an experience 
overall. I can also come in and 
play right away and get minutes. 
I just feel like that is the best fit 
for me.”

Mayberry chose ORU over Ar-
kansas-Little Rock, Arkansas State, 
UT-Arlington and Tulsa.

Known for her diverse skills, she 
averages 14.2 points, 4.8 rebounds, 
2.3 assists, 3.8 steals and 0.4 blocks 
per game for the Lady Hornets.

Growing up in a basketball family 
carried some motivation, she said.

“Looking up and seeing what my 
dad had done and what my sisters 
had done before me, it just moti-
vated me to want to be my best and 
accomplish more. It was fun. It was 
always basketball, basketball, bas-
ketball.”

Another sister, Taleya, the oldest, 
is now an assistant coach at TU. 
She led BTW to state titles in 2008 
and 2009 and followed up with 
a standout career with the Gold-
en Hurricane, leading them to the 
Conference USA Tournament title 
into the NCAA Tournament her se-
nior year. 

“I know that with her and my 
dad, it is always back and forth, 
‘Oh, we’re going to beat you this 
time, we’re going to beat you this 
time,’” Mayberry said. “It is actu-
ally pretty funny because they like 
to make it a big rivalry within the 
household.”

Mayberry was not around when 
BTW won 5A state title in 2018. 
She was in Pine Bluff, Arkansas 
attending Watson Chapel, helping 
the program to a Class 5A run-
ner-up finish as a sophomore with 
her dad being an assistant. Along 
with sister Maya, Yvette was part 
of the 7A state championship team 
at Fayetteville as a freshman. 

After transitioning to BTW last 
season after her dad joined the 
ORU staff, Yvette is hoping for an 
Oklahoma state championship with 
the Lady Hornets. She believes her 
team is working really well togeth-
er. 

“We’re learning about each oth-
er,” Yvette Mayberry said. “What 
makes it better is, we are all hungry 
to win our conference, host region-
als and win a state title.

“We all want to go out and play, 
step out of our comfort zone and do 
what we have to do to win. Every-
body is so unselfish and that makes 
it so much fun to play with,” she 
added. 

To keep the momentum going, 
it will be imperative for BTW “to 
know the details and hopefully we 
don’t start slacking on little things, 
because little things matter as far 
as still coming out and working 
hard in practice everyday and 
keeping our focus before games. 
So, I feel like if we keep the lit-
tle things right, then we should be 
good.”

Midtown Quick Hit
Booker T. Washington will have 

a new head football coach next 
season. Johnathan Brown, a 1994 
graduate of the school will be tak-
ing over the role after seven sea-
sons as an assistant. Brown had 
also been defensive coordinator 

since 2015. He will replace Brad 
Calip, who had served in the role 
the past four seasons before leav-
ing to take the assistant coaching 
job at Owasso late last month. 
Under Calip, the Hornets won the 
Class 6AII state championship in 
2017. 

Courtesy  BTW High School Athetic Department

BASKETBALL FAMILY: Senior point guard Yvette Mayberry, daughter 
of ORU Assistant Coach Lee Mayberry, will be a Golden Eagle next year.

Senior Point Guard Yvette Mayberry
Leads the Hornets to No. 1 Ranking in 6A 

http://wearestrongerthanms.org


 Page 20 GREATER TULSA REPORTER NEWSPAPERS August 2018

  CALL 918-254-1515 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION

 Page 14 GREATER TULSA REPORTER NEWSPAPERS February 2020

  CALL 918-254-1515 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION

SPORTS
Loren Montgomery Has Football’s Golden Touch

By TERRELL LESTER
Editor at Large

For years, generations real-
ly, Bixby has been celebrated as 
“The Garden Spot of Oklahoma,” 
a nod to its rich agrarian heritage.

 From produce to sod, Bixby ex-
ports the better part of itself to the 
anticipating multitudes.

As the community along the 
banks of the Arkansas River has 
grown in size and numbers, so, 
too, has the list of its chief exports.

Today, thanks to overseer Lo-
ren Montgomery, Bixby is better 
known for its football production 
than its sod farms.

Over the last six years, Mont-
gomery’s high school football 
teams have won five state cham-
pionships in Class 6A-II.

Gold balls are growing on trees.
Bixby is The Garden Spot of 

Football.
Visitors once flocked to Bixby 

in search of tomatoes and canta-
loupes. Now, college recruiters 
flock to Bixby in search of line-
backers and wide receivers.

For a century, the fertile soil 
of the river valley has been hal-
lowed ground for Bixby farming 
families.

For the last decade, the synthetic 
turf of Spartan Stadium has been 
sacred sod for Montgomery dev-
otees.

Since the December coronation 
of Bixby’s undefeated football 
team, the city has reveled in the 

glorification of its two brightest 
lights. Montgomery has been sa-
luted as unanimous Coach of the 
Year in Oklahoma football, as de-
termined by the state’s two largest 
newspapers. Wide receiver Bren-
nan Presley has received a schol-
arship to play at Oklahoma State 
University and has been crowned 
Gatorade Football Player of the 
Year.

These are heady times in Bix-
by, due in no small part to Loren 
Montgomery.

He has built a championship 
football program, a downright 
dominant football program, in 
much the image of Jenks, where 
he drew his first coaching breath. 

Certainly, the last six seasons 
have been Jenks-worthy. Since 
the OSSAA in 2014 divided Class 
6A football teams, creating Class 
6A-I and Class 6A-II by enroll-
ment numbers, Bixby has been a 
superpower.

In 2014 and 2018, Bixby com-
pleted 12-1 seasons with cele-
brations. The 2019 team finished 
13-0.   

Bixby is riding a 25-game win-
ning streak.

Teams in 2015 and 2016 sur-
vived some obstacles along the 
way and managed to take home 
gold balls with 9-4 and 10-3 re-
cords.

Even with an 8-5 record in 2017, 
the Bixby brand still managed to 
shine, reaching the championship 
game.

In that six-season run, Mont-
gomery’s teams were 64-14.

To find Montgomery at this 
gold-plated level of his profes-
sion might be a surprise to many. 
Indeed, it is a surprise to Mont-
gomery himself.

Unlike the majority of coach-
es on a hall of fame trajectory, 
Montgomery did not dream of be-
ing a head coach. Or even being a 
coach at all.

He was an offensive lineman 
playing at an all-star level at 
Sand Springs, under Hall of Fame 
Coach L.D. Bains. He received a 
scholarship to Northeastern State 
University.  

Still, Montgomery did not con-
sider coaching. He did, however, 
major in education, partly due to 
his mother being a career educa-
tor. His future, he believed, was 
in the field of special education.

By the time his eligibility was 
running out at NSU during his 
senior year of 2000, Montgomery 
began to consider coaching.

He planned to teach in the Tulsa 
area, close to his parents’ home in 
Sand Springs. If he were to coach, 
he reasoned, he should locate at a 
school with a successful football 
program.

For his teaching internship, he 
landed at Jenks.

Jenks just happened to have that 
“successful football program.”

Fresh off the college campus, 
Montgomery did not know the 
Jenks football coach, Allan Trim-

ble. Really didn’t know much 
about applying for a coaching spot.

But Montgomery had persever-
ance. 

He tried to reach Trimble by 
telephone. To no avail.

He left messages. Several. Trim-
ble did not return a call.

Reaching Trimble, meeting with 
Trimble, became a challenge for 
Montgomery. He wanted a spot 
on the Trimble team.

“I was going to have him tell me 

no before I moved on to the next 
(job),” Montgomery said. 

“I didn’t know any better.”
He gave it one last try. He drove 

from Tahlequah to Jenks, unan-
nounced, on the chance of meet-
ing Trimble in his office.

 “I just sat outside his office 
for more than 30 minutes till he 
showed up,” Montgomery said. 

Jenks and Trimble had already 
won four consecutive state cham- 
        (Continued on page 16)

Bixby Coach Has Led Spartans to 
Five State Titles in Six Years

Courtesy photo

CHAMPIONSHIP SMILE:  Loren Montgomery has the golden touch 
when it comes to Bixby football.

http://www.oksportscene.com
https://tulsahurricane.com/sports/mens-basketball
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Victory Christian’s Ruth Udomouh Signs with OSU
By MIKE MOGUIN
GTR Sports Writer

 
One visit to Oklahoma State and 
Ruth Udomouh knew that’s where 
she needed to be to play college 
basketball. 

The team chemistry stood out to 
the 6-foot Victory Christian senior 
guard. She signed with the Cow-
girls in November.

“They’re really like a family 
and it’s close to home,” Udomouh 
said. “And it’s a really good bas-
ketball program. I enjoyed the vis-
it out there. I felt like it was the 
right place for me. 

Udomouh chose OSU over Oral 
Roberts. Other schools had also 
sought her out, she said, but they 
didn’t offer.

Udomouh has gotten to know the 
coaches and players in Stillwater 
as well.

“They’re really fun and nice,” 
Udomouh said. “They want the 

best for you and they care about 
you as a person too and not just as 
a player.”

The excitement of winning and 
making plays is what draws this 

Lady Conqueror to the game. 
Playing together with unity with 
heart out on the court, she said, 
makes the game fun. 

Udomouh’s favorite NBA team 
is the Los Angeles Lakers and she 
is a fan of Lebron James.

“He’s a good player,” she said. 
For now, Udomouh is hoping to 

help Victory win a state champi-
onship. She has already tasted a 
state title three times as a member 
of the volleyball team. 

“Winning it (in 2017) was the 
first time in history here,” she said. 
“It was a great experience for me 
and my team.” 

Having played volleyball bene-
fits Udomouh with her basketball 
skills, as well as vice versa.

“I think volleyball helps me 
more in my jumping. It helps me 
be more explosive on the basket-
ball court,” she said. “Basketball 
helps with how I hit in volleyball 
because you are being aggressive 

on the court. Getting rebounds in 
basketball also helps by strength-
ening you to hit the ball in volley-
ball.”

As of Jan. 30, Victory was 13-3 
overall and ranked No. 5 in the 
Class 4A girls poll.

In a 46-27 win over Cascia Hall 
on Jan. 21, she was pleased with 
her performance but did indicate 
the team still needs to improve in 
some areas.

“We were sharing the ball a lot 
(in the game against Cascia Hall). 
In the beginning we had a few turn-
overs, which we are working on to 
get better at. But, we still have a 
lot of work to do,” Udomouh said. 
However, she can see her team 
win a state championship. 

“We have a lot of growing to do 
these next few weeks. We have ‘til 
the playoffs. Our goal is to make it 
to the state tournament and hope-
fully win a state title,” Udomouh 
said. 

MIKE MOGUIN for GTR Newspapers

RUTH UDOMOUH

TPS Inducts 13 Into 2020 Hall of Fame Class 
A total of 13 names have been 

inducted into the eighth class of 
Tulsa Public Schools Athletics 
Hall of Fame.  The event was held 
January 30 during a banquet at the 
DoubleTree Tulsa at Warren Place.  
All nine TPS public schools are 
represented in the Class of 2020, 
announced by Gil Cloud, TPS Di-
rector of Athletics.

The honorees include Jim Be-
nien, Central, 1968; Lisa Barry 
Berg, Edison, 1974; Ebi Ere, Mc-
Lain, 1999; Emmett Hahn, Web-
ster, 1958; Wally Knapp, Rogers, 
1949; Lawrence Lane, Central, 
1966; Jim Linn, Hale, 1964; Em-
mit J. McHenry, Washington, 
1962; Vincent Orange, Webster, 
Jason Parker, Memorial, 2000; Jim 
Shields, Coach; Joe Shoulders, 
East Central, 1943; and Bobby 
Jack Stuart, Rogers, 1944. 

HONOREE:  TPS Hall of Fame member Jason Parker, center, with the 
evening’s Master of Ceremonies Chris Lincoln, left, and Parker’s Uni-
versity of Tulsa Head Coach John Phillips.  Parker is now Director of 
Athletics for Muskogee Public Schools.

DISTINGUISHED ARRAY: Tulsa Public Schools Director of Athlet-
ics Gil Cloud welcomes the attendees at the TPS Hall of Fame event at 
the DoubleTree Tulsa at Warren Place January 30.  

John Holcomb Named Oklahoma Sportscaster of the Year 
News On 6 Sports Director John 

Holcomb has been named the 
2019 Oklahoma Sportscaster of 
the Year by the National Sports 
Media Association (NSMA). 
This is the fourth time Holcomb 
has received this honor from the 
NSMA. 

“John is very deserving of this 
award,” said Chuck Maulden, 
News On 6 Director of Content. 
“No one in Tulsa covers sports 
better than John Holcomb. He 
represents the values that every-
one at Griffin Communications 
embodies - embracing the local 
community with the best and most 
relevant content in our state. Local 
ownership means award-worthy 
people and content.” 

This award is given to sportscast-

ers rooted in Oklahoma that have 
demonstrated outstanding report-
ing and analysis. Holcomb has 
previously been named Oklahoma 
Sportscaster of the Year in 2001, 
2002 and 2011. 

“I’m humbled to have been given 
this award,” Holcomb said. “It has 
been a privilege serving the Tulsa 
community while doing what I 
love. I want to thank Griffin Com-
munications for allowing and en-
abling me and my fellow anchors 
and reporters to cover the news 
and sports that’s most important to 
our communities.”

Holcomb began his KOTV ca-
reer in 1995 and has been on Tulsa 
television screens for two decades. 
After graduating from Oklaho-
ma Baptist University, he began 

his career in sports journalism 
working at radio and television 
stations across the state. He has 
broad experience in the Oklaho-
ma sports industry, serving from 
sports director and anchor to radio 
color analyst for the OSU football 
team for 15 seasons and the OSU 
men’s basketball team for 13 sea-
sons. Holcomb’s coverage on the 
OSU Cowboys can be heard on the 
Cowboy Sports Network. 

He can be seen on News On 6 ev-
ery weeknight at 6 and 10 p.m., de-
livering stats and reports to sports 
fans. He also co-hosts “Oklahoma 
Sports Blitz,” covering Oklahoma 
sports, and anchors “Friday Foot-
ball Blitz,” covering local Tulsa 
high school football teams. 

When Holcomb isn’t covering 
sports, he can be found enjoying 
basketball, tennis or golf with his 

wife, Jeanna and daughters, Melo-
dy and Maggie. 

Courtesy photo

JOHN HOLCOMB
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http://www.tulsadrillers.com
http://www.hebertsmeats.com
http://www.allstarsportscomplex.com
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Coach Montgomery Gives Credit to Allan Trimble
        (Continued from page 14)

pionships. Montgomery wanted to pair his 
teaching internship with a coaching intern-
ship.

“I said I will make coffee, I will be a fly 
on the wall. I just want to learn,” Mont-
gomery said.

Trimble was impressed. He offered Mont-
gomery a position right on the spot.

It was the beginning of a special connec-
tion. Jenks won the next two state champi-
onships in Class 6A.

“I thought coaching was easy,” Mont-
gomery said, laughing. “We didn’t lose a 
game those first two years I was at Jenks.

“He treated me just like an assistant 
coach.”

And he was eventually hired as an assis-
tant coach, earning more responsibilities 
each year. In his 10th season, 2009, Mont-
gomery was handed the added responsi-
bility of interim head coach when Trimble 
drew an OSSAA suspension.

In that role, Montgomery responded with 
a 9-1 record, taking Jenks to the state finals.

 “I had the perfect job at Jenks,” he said. 
“I wasn’t looking to leave. I’d never ap-
plied for another job. I was hired to teach in 
the same place where I did my internship.”

Following the 2009 season, before Trim-
ble was reinstated for 2010, Montgomery 
explored the possibility of moving. Pat 
McGrew was resigning after 11 seasons as 
head coach at Bixby.

Montgomery scored an interview for the 
position, but it was more like he was asking 
all the questions.

He wanted to know if Bixby would com-
mit the resources for a first-class weight 
room, for additional coaches. “A lot of the 
things that we had built into our program at 
Jenks,” he said.

The answers were obvious. Bixby had al-
ready revamped its football facilities, with 
turf, expanded press box, endzone office 
space.

 Montgomery was offered the job. And in 
August 2010, he was preparing for his first 
season as a head coach, a full decade after 
taking a seat at the Allan Trimble table.

Under McGrew, Bixby had been per-
forming at an elite level in Class 5A, with 

three state runner-up finishes in its last five 
seasons. For 2010, Bixby was headed into 
Class 6A due to the city’s rapid population 
growth.

Montgomery said that his first four years 
at Bixby “were rough.” His teams qualified 
for the playoffs in his first two seasons, but 
not in the next two. His four-year debut re-
cord was 18-24.

Trimble always was just a telephone call 
away.

Montgomery recalled one revealing con-
versation as he was facing a situation “that 
I was extremely unhappy about.”

Trimble responded: “Well, you’ve got 
two choices. You can come back to work 
for me, or you can go back in on Monday 
and get your plow in the ground. What’s it 
going to be?”

Montgomery chose the latter option. He 
put his “plow in the ground,” met with his 
staff and refocused his energies. It was a 
turning point for him, for his program.

“We knew we had some really great kids 
coming back for the ’14 year,” he said. 
“And that’s when 6A was splitting.

“We had a whole lot of players that 

bought into what we were selling as far as 
the way we train year ’round, the way we 
practice, the way we attack our summers,” 
he said. “They could see the light at the end 
of the tunnel.”

And, at the end of that tunnel, after a 12-1 
finish, the light was shining on Bixby’s first 
football state championship.

It was the beginning of the harvest.
Montgomery acknowledged the contribu-

tions of his former boss who died in De-
cember 2019.

“Coach Trimble was so influential in what 
we do,” Montgomery said. “That is where I 
started. That is where I cut my teeth. From 
the coaching perspective, that is all I know.

“From the way our practices are struc-
tured, from the way that I try to coach our 
coaches.

“Just the way he developed players. He 
was such a big believer in strength and 
conditioning, and developing those pro-
gram kids before it was ever a trendy or 
cool thing to do. 

“A lot of coaches give lip service to lift-
ing weights as important. Strength and 
conditioning is important. Coach Trimble 
was, I think, a pioneer in that area.” 

At Bixby, Montgomery has a full-time 
strength coach.

“It is the most important thing we do,” he 
said, matter-of-factly. “I think the way we 
strength-train and develop players, lift our 
kids year ’round, is the cornerstone of our 
program.”

And, as head coach, as overseer of the 
football program, Montgomery is chief 
practitioner. “I’m in there working with the 
guys,” he said.  

At 41, Montgomery is fit and trim, a testa-
ment to his weight commitment.

He is not the laid-back type. He is straight-
ahead serious. Demanding. Determined.

“I prefer structure,” he said. “When we 
walk into the weight room, I want to see 
things going in a certain way, and a certain 
level of intensity. 

“I like things organized. You’ll see that 
in practice. You’ll see our practices are ex-
tremely well run and organized and coach-
es coaching hard.

“I understand that a little bit about my-
self, that I’m probably not as much of a 

player’s coach. So, I try to have some guys 
on staff that are those guys. You can’t have 
all 10 of you be Loren Montgomerys.

“I’m pretty serious. I don’t think I’m a 
big yeller. Used to be. I’ve learned there’s 
a better way to get your point across,” he 
said.

“I think I’ve become a little bit more 
relaxed on some things, maybe now that 
I’ve had my own kids. I think that changes 
your perspective. Also, being a head coach 
changes your perspective.”

Montgomery and his wife, Jessie, have 
two children, son Guy and daughter Sloane.

For the last five years, Montgomery has 
been Dean of Students at Bixby’s Ninth-
Grade Center.

Coaching has been good for Montgomery.  
“In order for a football program to be suc-

cessful, you’ve got to have commitment 
from the community and administration, to 
build facilities like (we have), to provide 
the weight room that we need to be suc-
cessful. 

“And then you have to have coaches that 
believe and are willing to work their tail off 
and do things over and over and over the 
right way, and to care about kids, and build 
relationships with kids every day.

“It’s time-consuming. It’s stressful. But 
it’s a group effort.”

Together, they face the expectations of 
entering a football season as a defending 
champion.

“To be honest, I think it increases the 
pressure,” he said, talking about the chal-
lenge of remaining on top.

“We absolutely cannot become compla-
cent or let our guard down. We have to ask, 
how are we going to make our program 
better this year.

“It almost creates just a little bit more 
anxiety on how we’re going to build on it. 
We can’t let our coaches or players become 
complacent in the way we train.

With five championships in six years, 
with an atmosphere veiled in gold, Mont-
gomery and Bixby do not appear to be neg-
ligent.

“I am very lucky,” he said. “I recognize 
that.

“But you’ve got to have luck. You’ve got 
to get breaks.”
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GOLDEN DISPLAY:  A golden display in the Bixby fieldhouse readily illustrates the Lo-
ren Montgomery run of success over the last six seasons.

Courtesy photo

ALLAN TRIMBLE

http://www.anchorpaint.com
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Meridia Building:  A Successful Massive Remodel 
The Meridia building at the north 

west corner of 
6th Street and 
Boston Ave-
nue is a prime 
example of a 
massive re-
model with 
a successful 
outcome. This 
building site 
began its de-
velopment in 
early 1920’s 
in Tulsa as a 
parking lot 
owned by my 
grandfa ther, 
C. C. Cole. In 
the late 1920’s, 
Cole sold the 
site to a devel-
oper who put 
up a non-de-
script nine 
story office building. We know 
little about its exterior appear-
ance. We can assume its perime-
ter walls were the brick masonry 
common for the period with regu-
larly spaced windows utilizing its 
street corner exposure. We know 
the building has a structural con-
crete frame. We also know it abuts 
a small two-story building on the 
north, still owned by the Cole fam-

ily which allows some windows on 
the north for its upper 
floors. The building’s 
150-foot depth ends 
at a service alley on 
the west.

Sometime in the 
mid 1950’s, in Tul-
sa’s last 20th Centu-
ry downtown boom 
years, the building 
received a new light 
bronze aluminum 
curtain wall skin. 
Perhaps the owners 
hoped a new look 
would keep tenants 
in the building as 
downtown office oc-
cupancy dwindled. 
The building, with its 
name changed to the  
Enterprise Building, 
gradually emptied. It 
remained empty for 

over 20 years.
Enter River City Development, 

owned by the Jim Hawkins Fam-
ily. As downtown Tulsa began 
making an economic comeback, 
the time was ripe for conversion 
to apartments, and in 2015 RCD 
bought the building. In 2017, the 
Meridia opened with 93 apartment 
units and a ground floor which 
houses three food service estab-

lishments and soon a Dollar Gen-
eral convenience store.

What is really interesting about 
the Meridia is the attention given 
to energy and environmental de-
sign. It is the first LEED-certified 
high-rise apartment building in 
Oklahoma. Innovative features 
include ultra-high efficiency heat-
ing and cooling systems, heavi-
ly insulated walls, water-saving 
plumbing fixtures, energy saving 
light fixtures, and argon gas-insu-
lated windows. RCD acted as the 
developer, the general contractor, 
and now the building owner-oper-
ator.

The east and south elevations 
feature recessed balconies each of 
which occupy a full column bay. 
Facing these in the recess are four 
panels of floor-to-ceiling glass. 
The balconies are augmented by 
exposing some of the concrete 
structural frame. The balcony rail-
ings are glass with a light alumi-
num support frame and a perforat-
ed metal feature panel at one end. 
Elsewhere, the new building skin 
features off-white flat metal pan-
els.

RCD has not publicized the cur-
rent occupancy level of the Merid-
ia, but after almost three years in 
the marketplace, best guess is that 
its high.

On Architecture

By ROGER COFFEY, AIA

Bird & Bottle Coming on Two Years in Midtown Location

By BLAKE AUSTYN
Contributing Writer

Bird & Bottle, 3324 E. 31st St., 
opened nearly two years ago, in 
March 2018, in the Ranch Acres 
shopping center at 31st Street and 
Harvard Avenue.

The fresh-ingredient American 
eatery is one of three endeavors 
by the Three Sirens Restaurant 
Group, which also owns the Bram-
ble Breakfast and Bar and Celebri-
ty Restaurant.

Bird & Bottle is tucked in the 
corner of the center in the same lo-
cation as the historic St. Michael’s 
Alley, Rick’s Cafe Americain, 
which closed in 2011, and The 
Alley Gastropub, which closed in 
2014.

It has a unique curbside appeal, 
with outdoor seating nestled into 
its triangle-shaped space, and out-
door lights strung for added ambi-
ance. 

Upon entering, patrons are greet-
ed with a square bar, a fairly open 
kitchen and high-table seating in 
a cozy front room with a wall of 
windows; further seating is found 
in the adjoining dining room. 

According to our server and 
cocktail creator Ryan, Bird & Bot-

tle’s menu features diverse options 
of tried-and-true, popular dishes 
with something for every kind of 
taste bud.

We dined during happy hour, so 
we took extra advantage of some 
of the dishes. Happy hour runs 
every day except for Sunday, 3-6 
p.m., and offers half-priced Small 
Plates and Meat & Cheese items.

We chose Perogies from the 
Small Plates menu and Duck Sau-
sage, Jalapeño Cheddar Pork, and 
Goat Cheese from the Meat & 
Cheese selection.

Our plate came with three Pero-
gies stuffed with potato, jalapeño, 
sausage, cabbage and cheese. I ad-
mit I did not detect the jalapeño, 
but the flavors combined to create 
a mild flavor that was light and 
easy to eat. The star of the dish, 
however, was the creme fraiche 
that offered a bright, citrus flavor 
that completely elevated the dish. 
It made us want more.

The meats and cheeses that we 
ordered came on a wooden board 
with a side of house-made mixed 
berry jam. The jam’s sweetness 
paired particularly well with the 
breaded Duck Sausage, which 
had a mild, slightly gamey flavor 
but without the grease that often 
comes with duck. The Jalapeño 
Cheddar Pork had a nice flavor 
with a subtle amount of spice. 

Based on our meat choices, Ryan 
suggested Goat Cheese as an easy 

palate cleanser, and it was.
For our entrees, we chose the 

Vegetable & Ricotta Flatbread and 
the Brick Chicken. 

We were thrilled with the gener-
ous amount of fresh arugula on top 
of the flatbread and the size of the 
flatbread. It is more than enough 
for one person.

The arugula brought a splendid 
lightness to the rosemary mush-
rooms, roasted tomato and ar-
tichoke. I detected more of the 
flatbread’s additional ingredients 

of ricotta, pesto and garlic when I 
was finishing the flatbread the next 
day as leftovers at home.

The Brick Chicken came as two 
grilled, bone-in pieces set atop 
lemon herb ricotta gnocchi. The 
chicken had a subtle flavor, with 
the gnocchi serving as a mild com-
pliment.

Bird & Bottle is open every day 
of the week. Visit birdandbot-
tletulsa.com or call 918.895.6468 
for more information and to make 
reservations.

NOSTALGIC LOCATION: Bird 
& Bottle has established itself as a 
mainstay since opening nearly two 
years ago at 3324 E. 31st St., the for-
mer location of the historic St. Mi-
chael’s Alley, Rick’s Cafe Americain, 
which closed in 2011, and The Alley 
Gastropub, which closed in 2014.

LOCAL DINING

COMFORTABLE AMBIANCE: Upon entering Bird & Bottle, patrons 
are greeted with a square bar, a fairly open kitchen and high top seating 
in a cozy front room with a wall of windows; further seating is found in 
the adjoining dining room.. 

VEGETABLE FLATBREAD: 
Bird & Bottle offers a selection of 
flatbreads, including the Vegetable 
& Ricotta Flatbread, with rose-
mary mushroom, roasted tomato, 
artichoke, arugula salad, ricotta, 
pesto and fried garlic.
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IMPRESSIVE PROJECT:  The Meridia building in downtown Tulsa 
is one of the most impressive downtown apartment projects in the nation 
with many energy and environmental highlights.

http://www.radioidl.com
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THE ECONOMY

Tulsa Regional Chamber Inaugurates 
Roger Ramseyer of Cox as 2020 Chair

At its Annual Meeting in Janu-
ary, the Tulsa Regional Chamber 
inaugurated Roger Ramseyer, vice 
president and Tulsa market leader 
for Cox Communications, as the 
2020 chair of its Board of Direc-
tors. 

Nearly 1,500 attendees were on 
hand as Ramseyer outlined his five 
strategic focus points for the orga-
nization in 2020: diversity, equity 
and inclusion; regional branding; 
direct flights; small business sup-
port; and education.

“It is a great time to be a Tulsan, 
and an Oklahoman,” Ramseyer 
said during his inaugural speech. 
“But we must continue to innovate 
and evolve to ensure sustained 
growth and long-term economic 
prosperity in Tulsa.”

Ramseyer succeeds outgoing 
chair David Stratton, who reflect-
ed on the Chamber’s efforts in 
2019 around degrees, workforce 
development, downtown develop-
ment, direct flights and diversity.

“I cannot help but be proud of 
how much – as a region – we have 
really gone places this past year,” 
said Stratton. “And to be clear, we 
have moved collectively as a re-
gion thanks to everyone’s efforts 

and commitment.”
Also at the Annual Meeting, 

Stratton and Chamber President 
and CEO Mike Neal presented 
awards to the Chamber’s most out-
standing partners in 2019:
• Economic Development Partner 

of the Year: Sid McAnnally, 
ONE Gas

• Regional Tourism Partners of 
the Year: Wendy Drummond, 
Drummond Communications, 
and Kirk Hays, Arvest Bank

• Government Affairs Partner of 
the Year: Gordy Guest, Cyn-
tergy

• Community Development 
Partner of the Year: Hannibal 
Johnson

• Regional Partner of the 
Year: Cherokee Nation

• Legislative Partner of the 
Year: Sen. Roger Thompson

 
About the Tulsa  
Regional Chamber

Representing more than 2,150 
member organizations and more 
than 178,000 workers, the Tulsa 
Regional Chamber is the primary 
driver of regional and individual 
prosperity in northeast Oklahoma. 

The Chamber develops and de-
livers a wide variety of programs 
and services designed to bolster 
and benefit Tulsa-area businesses 
of all shapes and sizes, from large 
corporations to small startups. For 
more than 115 years, it has served 
as an integral part of what makes 
the Tulsa region a great place to 
live, work and play. As epitomized 
by the Chamber tagline – “Your 
Partner in Prosperity” – every 
strategy, program and service of 
the Chamber is created specifical-
ly to increase prosperity.

 
 

Photo by RIP STEEL

ANNUAL MEETING:  Nearly 1,500 people attended the Tulsa Regional Chamber’s Annual Meeting in Jan-
uary, which was held at the Cox Business Center in downtown Tulsa.  On the screen and at the lectern is the 
2020 Chair, Roger Ramseyer.  

Awards Presented to 
Chamber Partners at 

Annual Meeting

tulsachamber.com/partnersinprosperity

GTR Media Group photo

SUCCESSFUL EVENT:  This year’s Tulsa Boat, Sport and Travel 
Show was another successful and well attended event.  The show, 
held Jan. 27-Feb. 2, unveiled 2020 model boats, RVs and thousands 
of other outdoor accessories at River Spirit Expo at Expo Square.
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7147 S. Yale Ave.,
Tulsa, OK 74136

918-488-8999
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edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Dewayne Willis 
Financial Advisor

2123 S Atlanta Pl Suite 
201 
Tulsa, OK 74114 
918-745-0260

http://www.edwardjones.com
http://www.tulsachamber.com
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Stava Building Receives Multiple Awards
Stava Building of Tulsa was hon-

ored with multiple “Build Oklaho-
ma” awards from the Associated 
General Contractors of Oklaho-
ma (AGCOK) during its annual 
awards ceremony held on Jan. 11. 
The awards were received for their 
Jackie Cooper Imports Mercedes 
Benz and Porsche Renovations, as 
well as the 111 Lofts in Downtown 
Tulsa for Price Family Properties.

Each year AGCOK presents 
“Build Oklahoma” Awards to ac-
knowledge projects considered 
exceptional throughout the state. 
Awards are only given to one con-
tractor in the categories of Com-
mercial, Industrial, Education, 
Healthcare, Institutional, Histor-
ic and Specialty, and are further 
categorized on the project dollar 
amount. With hundreds of projects 
completed each year, it is consid-
ered a great honor to receive one 
of these meaningful awards. 

Additionally, Stava was recog-

nized as a “Best of the Best” award 
recipient for 111 Lofts. AGCOK 
created this award to further rec-
ognize a “Build Oklahoma Award” 
winner that was involved with a 
true stand-out project worthy of 
additional recognition. This is only 
the second year for this honor to 
be given, and Stava projects have 
won both years. “Being recog-
nized in this category is something 
special but receiving the honor 
two years in a row is truly out-
standing!” said Curt Hellen, Pres-
ident of Stava Building. “Working 
for Price Family Properties on 111 
Lofts has been an honor for me 
and the entire Stava team.”

The recently completed Mer-
cedes Benz and Porsche renova-
tion projects were on the Jackie 
Cooper campus at 91st Street and 
Memorial Drive. To keep their fa-
cility completely operational with 
limited disruption to their cus-
tomer experience, this complex 

project was split into five phases 
to renovate over 71,000 square 
feet. The newl space includes 
high-end finishes, upscale light-
ing, and custom displays tailored 
specifically for Mercedes Benz 
and Porsche.

The 111 Lofts (said as One Elev-
en) is a Historic Rehabilitation 
project updating a 1920’s Art Deco 
downtown Tulsa office tower, into 
modern luxury apartments. Res-
idents and guests walk into the 
buildings grand entrance to see 
a restored 12-story atrium, new 
skylight, custom Art Deco railing 
panels, decorative brass cabling 
installation covering all 12 stories 
of the atrium, modern oak panel-
ing, and custom woven Art Deco 
carpet. Each loft includes high-end 
designer finishes and luxury ame-
nities throughout.

Stava Building is a locally 
owned and operated commercial 
construction company in Tulsa, 

with core services including Con-
struction Management, General 
Construction and Design-Build. 
Founded in 1988, Stava has been 

involved with notable projects 
in downtown Tulsa, as well as 
throughout the State of Oklahoma 
and beyond. 

STAVA LEADERS:  The Stava Building executive staff includes, from 
left,  President Curt Hellen, Vice President LouAnn Smith and Founder 
John Stava

Women are Playing Vital Roles in Energy 
In 2007 I chaired four energy 

events for the centennial celebra-
tion of Oklaho-
ma’s statehood. 
The events were 
a salute to the 
past, present, fu-
ture, and women 
in energy. In the 
early days, it 
was known as a 
men’s energy in-
dustry. Over the 
years, especially 
in most recent 
years, women 
have played an 
important role 
in the success 
of a vital energy 
industry. At the 
Salute to Wom-
en in Energy in 
2007, which was 
held in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, we 
had a room full of women who 
had made a major impact on our 
American energy industry. Those 
honored at the 2007 event includ-
ed June Brooks, Christine Han-
sen, Liz Fagen, and Denise Bode. 
At the event, Christine Hansen, 
executive director of the Inter-
state Oil and Gas Compact Com-
mission (IOGCC), served as the 
luncheon keynote speaker. Prior 
to becoming executive director of 
the IOGCC, Hansen was in pri-
vate law practice and had been a 
senior executive officer with two 

large utility companies. The sa-
lute honored many other women 
in the fields of landmen, geolo-
gists, engineers, geophysicists, 
oil and gas attorneys, accoun-
tants, and other areas. 

In this column, I highlight three 
women, for ex-
ample, out of 
so many that 
are currently 
involved in the 
energy indus-
try:

Linda Nich-
ols currently 
serves as the 
Genave King 
Rogers Dean 
of the Col-
lins College 
of Business at 
the University 
of Tulsa. Prior 
to becoming 
Dean, Lin-
da served as 
Director of 
the School of 
Energy Eco-
nomics, Policy 

and Commerce as well as the A. 
Charles Funai Chaired Professor 
in Business. Linda is recognized as 
a worldwide expert in the field of 
financial accounting and reporting 
for the oil and gas industry. She 
continues to be heavily involved 
with the oil industry through con-
sulting and providing training for 
oil companies across the globe as 
well as serving as an expert wit-
ness in some energy-related dis-
putes.

Jennifer M. Grigsby joined As-
cent in 2015 as Executive Vice 

President – Chief Financial Of-
ficer. She previously worked at 
Chesapeake Energy Corp. for 
19 years in management roles 
including her most recent posi-
tions as Senior Vice President, 
Corporate and Strategic Planning 
and Senior Vice President, Trea-
surer and Corporate Secretary. 
She earned a Bachelor of Science 
in Accounting from Oklahoma 
State University and a Mastes of 
Business Administration with an 
emphasis in finance from Oklaho-
ma City University. Jennifer is a 
Certified Public Accountant and 
Chartered Global Management 
Accountant.

Patrice Douglas counsels banks, 
energy companies and utilities on 
legal, regulatory and compliance 
matters. She has extensive expe-
rience in both community banking 

and energy industry. As a former 
Oklahoma corporation commis-
sioner, she gained expertise in 
the industries of energy, public 
utilities and telecommunications 
because the Oklahoma Corpora-
tion Commission is the chief reg-
ulatory body for these industries. 
She has served on both public and 
private corporate boards. Patrice 
was presented the 2013 Energy 
Visionary Award in Tulsa for her 
outstanding service to the energy 
industry.

Women continue to play such an 
important role in the energy indus-
try. We salute all the contributions 
of those past and present who have 
made an impact on the energy in-
dustry. 

America needs America’s ener-
gy, and America needs women in 
energy!

Mark A. Stansberry is Chairman 
of the GTD Group, an award win-
ning author and Energy Advocate.  
Visit Facebook: National Energy 
Talk.

LINDA NICHOLS JENNIFER M. GRIGSBY PATRICE DOUGLAS

By MARK A. STANSBERRY

Want to 
Purchase

Mineral & Other
Oil/Gas Interests.

Send details to:
PO Box 13557

Denver, CO 80201

http://www.northpointwealth.com
http://www.pawprintsltd.com
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GTR CLASSIFIEDS
To place a GTR classified ad, please email advertising@gtrnews.com, or call 918-254-1515

Adoptions

Pregnant? Considering Adoption? We help 
with food, housing, medical, counseling, 
etc. You can relocate. Choose adoptive fam-
ily for your baby. We’re friendly, caring, 
completely confidential. Call 866-621-0933

Pregnant? Maybe Adoption? Living Ex-
penses Paid. Nationwide Agency. Talk With 
Us 24/7. 866-716-3041. Online Chat. On-
line Application. www.onetruegift.com. 
Text 515-778-2341.

Auto donAtions

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and 
Support our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 
100% tax deductible. Call 1-800- 245-0398

Autos WAnted

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!!  All Makes/
Models 2002-2018! Any Condition. Run-
ning or Not. Top $$$ Paid! Free Towing! 
We’re Nationwide! Call Now: 1-888-985-
1806

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! 2002 and 
Newer! Any Condition. Running or Not. 
Competitive Offer! Free Towing! We’re Na-
tionwide! Call Now: 1-888-416-2330.

educAtion

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING – Get 
FAA Technician certification. Approved for 
military benefits.  Financial Aid if qualified. 
Job placement assistance. Call Aviation In-
stitute of Maintenance 866-453-6204

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get FAA ap-
proved hands on Aviation training. Finan-
cial Aid for qualified students - Career 
placement assistance. CALL Aviation Insti-
tute of Maintenance 888-686-1704

MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEED-
ED! Train at home for a career as a Medical 
Office Professional at CTI! 1-833-766-
4511 AskCTI.com

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING PRO-
GRAM! Train at home to become a Com-
puter & Help Desk Professional now! Call 
CTI for details! 888-449-1713 (M-F 8am-
6pm ET)

Home improvement 

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! Leaf-
Filter, the most advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule a FREE Le-
afFilter estimate today. 15% off and 0% 
financing for those who qualify. PLUS 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 1-855-
995-2490

Stay in your home longer with an Ameri-
can Standard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up 
to $1,500 off, including a free toilet, and a 
lifetime warranty on the tub and installa-
tion! Call us at 1-855-534- 6198

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, 
ONE DAY updates! We specialize in safe 
bathing. Grab bars, no slip flooring & seat-
ed showers. Call for a free in-home consul-
tation: 888-912-4745

HeAltH & Fitness

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 100 
Pills $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100% guar-
anteed. 24/7 CALL now 888-889-5515  

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 100 Gener-
ic Pills SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 
100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-
445-5928 Hablamos Espanol

DENTAL INSURANCE. Call Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company for details. 
NOT just a discount plan, REAL coverage 
for 350 procedures. 888-623-3036 or www.
dental50plus.com/58 Ad# 6118

CANCER GENETIC SCREENING KIT. 
Protect yourself and your family with early 
genetic screening! See if you quality for a 
test at no cost to you with your Medicare 
Part B coverage. Call 855-511-2275. (Mon-
Sun 9am-8pm ET)

CATHETER SUPPLIES. We offer a com-
plete line of popular and lesser known 
product to fit your needs. Even the discreet 
“pocket catheter.” To learn more or get free 
samples, Call 844-540-2092

ATTENTION DIABETICS! Save mon-
ey on your diabetic supplies! Convenient 
home shipping for monitors, test strips, in-
sulin pumps, catheters and more! To learn 
more, call now! 844-698-4858

HeAltH & Fitness

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY US-
ERS! Inogen One G4 is capable of full 24/7 
oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 pounds. FREE in-
formation kit. Call 877-929-9587

Recently diagnosed with LUNG CANCER 
and 60+ years old? Call now! You and your 
family may be entitled to a SIGNIFICANT 
CASH AWARD. Call 877-648-6308 today. 
Free Consultation. No Risk.

miscellAneous 

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR MORE ON 
YOUR TAXES? Stop wage & bank levies, 
liens & audits, unfiled tax returns, payroll 
issues, & resolve tax debt FAST. Call 888-
626-3581

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As Low 
As $14.95/month (for the first 3 months.) 
Reliable High-Speed Fiber Optic Technol-
ogy. Stream Videos, Music and More! Call 
Earthlink Today 1-855-520-7938

Applying for Social Security Disability or 
Appealing a Denied Claim?  Call Bill Gor-
don & Assoc., Social Security Disability 
Attorneys, 1-855-498-6323! FREE Consul-
tations. Local Attorneys Nationwide [Mail: 
2420 N St NW, Washington DC. Office: 
Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Inogen One. Free in-
formation kit! Call 888-609-2189

Become a Published Author. We want to Read 
Your Book! Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by 
Authors Since 1920 Book manuscript sub-
missions currently being reviewed. Compre-
hensive Services: Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribution Call for Your Free 
Author’s Guide 1-877-626-2213

Lung Cancer? Asbestos exposure in indus-
trial, construction, manufacturing jobs, or 
military may be the cause. Family in the 
home were also exposed. Call 1-866-795-
3684 or email cancer@breakinginjury-
news.com. $30 billion is set aside for asbes-
tos victims with cancer. Valuable settlement 
monies may not require filing a lawsuit.

miscellAneous 

Attention all Homeowners in jeopardy of 
Foreclosure? We can help stop your home 
from foreclosure. The Foreclosure Defense 
helpline can help save your home. The Call is 
absolutely free. 1-855-516-6641.

Two great new offers from AT&T Wireless! 
Ask how to get the Next Generation Sam-
sung Galaxy S10e FREE. FREE iPhone with 
AT&T’s Buy one, Give One. While supplies 
last! CALL 1-866-565-8452 or www.free-
phonesnow.com//cadnet

Get Unlimited Cash Back at all retailers! Plus 
Get $5 cash Free just for downloading the 
app! Also Refer unlimited friends get $5 for 
each! Free to join! FreeCash5.com

Make a Connection. Real People, Flirty 
Chat. Meet singles right now! Call 
LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call NOW: 1-888-
909-9905 18+.

$$OLD GUITARS & AMPS WANTED$$ 
GIBSON • FENDER • MARTIN. ALL 
BRANDS. TOP DOLLAR PAID. CALL 
TOLL FREE 1-866-433-8277

LIVE PAIN FREE with CBD products from 
AceWellness. We guarantee highest quality, 
most competitive pricing on CBD products. 
Softgels, oils, skincare, Vape & more. Coupon 
Code: PRINT20 1-855-681-3113

HEAR AGAIN! Try our hearing aid for just 
$75 down and $50 per month! Call 800-
426-4212 and mention 88272 for a risk free 
trial! FREE SHIPPING!

Cross country Moving, Long distance Mov-
ing Company, out of state move $799 Long 
Distance Movers. Get Free quote on your 
Long-distance move. 1-844-452-1706

Call Empire Today® to schedule a FREE 
in-home estimate on Carpeting & Flooring. 
Call Today! 1-855-404-2366

Get NFL Sunday Ticket FREE w/ DI-
RECTV Choice All-Included Package. 
$59.99/month for 12 months. 185 Channels 
PLUS Thousands of Shows/Movies On 
Demand. FREE Genie HD DVR Upgrade. 
Call 1-855-781-1565 or satellitedealnow.
com/cadnet

miscellAneous 

DISH Network $59.99 For 190 Chan-
nels! Add High Speed Internet for ONLY 
$19.95/month. Call Today for $100 Gift 
Card! Best Value & Technology. FREE In-
stallation. Call 1-855-837-9146

Make a Connection. Real People, Flirty 
Chat. Meet singles right now! Call 
LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call NOW: Call 
1-877-737-9447 18+

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any Condition 
Vehicle, 2002 and Newer. Nationwide Free 
Pick Up! Call Now: 1-800-864-5960.

SAVE BIG on HOME INSURANCE! 
Compare 20 A-rated insurances compa-
nies. Get a quote within minutes. Average 
savings of $444/year! Call 866-695-8390! 
(M-F 8am-8pm Central) 

A PLACE FOR MOM has helped over 
a million families find senior living. Our 
trusted, local advisors help find solutions to 
your unique needs at no cost to you. Call 
855-741-7459 

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month 
w/12-mo agmt. Includes 1 TB of data per 
month. Get More For Your High-Speed 
Internet Thing. Ask us how to bundle and 
SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions apply. Call 
us today 1-888-796-8850

DIRECTV NOW. No Satellite Needed. 
$40/month. 65 Channels. Stream Breaking 
News, Live Events, Sports & On Demand 
Titles. No Annual Contract. No Commit-
ment. CALL 1-866-825-6523

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels + 
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free Installa-
tion, Smart HD DVR Included, Free Voice 
Remote. Some restrictions apply. 1-833-
872-2545. 

BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR! We 
edit, print and distribute your work inter-
nationally. We do the workÉ You reap the 
Rewards! Call for a FREE Author’s Sub-
mission Kit: 866-951-7214
 
DISCOUNT AIR TRAVEL. Call Flight 
Services for best pricing on domestic & 
international flights inside and from the 
US. Serving United, Delta, American & 
Southwest airlines. Call for free quote 
now! Have travel dates ready! 855-638-
3462

WAnted to Buy

Wants to purchase minerals and other oil 
and gas interests. Send details to P.O. Box 
13557 Denver, Co. 80201

Cash for unexpired DIABETIC TEST 
STRIPS! Call 1-855-440-4001 Free Ship-
ping, Best Prices & 24 hr payment! BBB 
Rated A+ www.TestStripSearch.com.

Reader Advisory: The National Trade Association 
we belong to has purchased the above classifieds. 
Determining the value of their service or product 
is advised by this publication. In order to avoid 
misunderstandings, some advertisers do not offer 
employment but rather supply the readers with 
manuals, directories and other materials de-
signed to help their clients establish mail order 
selling and other businesses at home. Under NO 
circumstance should you send any money in ad-
vance or give the client your checking, license ID, 
or credit card numbers. Also  beware of ads that 
claim to guarantee loans regardless of credit and 
note that if a credit repair company does busi-
ness only over the phone it is illegal to request 
any money before delivering its service. All funds 
are based in US dollars. Toll free numbers may or 
may not reach Canada. 

Get FAA approved maintenance training at campuses 
coast to coast. Job placement assistance. 

Financial Aid for qualifying students. Military friendly. 

Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance
800-481-7894

AIRLINE 
CAREERS

Lung Cancer?
Asbestos exposure in industrial,

construction, manufacturing jobs, or the
military may be the cause. Family in

the home were also exposed.
Call 1-866-795-3684 or email

cancer@breakinginjurynews.com.  
$30 billion is set aside for asbestos

victims with cancer. Valuable settlement
monies may not require filing a lawsuit. 

TM

Promo code N7017
*Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus $299 taxes & fees. Single supplement and seasonal surcharges may apply. 
Add-on airfare available. Offers apply to new bookings only, made by 12/31/19. Other terms and conditions may apply. Ask your 
Travel Consultant for details.

HAWAIIAN
ISLANDS
CRUISE & TOUR
12 days, departs  
year-round

FROM
$2,349*

$2,099*

1-844-623-3185
FREE INTERNET • FREE BEVERAGE PACKAGE

Female Senior Citizen 
looking for an older female 

who wants a roommate.
Must be clean, trustworthy 

and responsible.
Jenks, Glenpool, Tulsa Hills, 

South Broken Arrow or extreme 
South Tulsa.

$500 
call: 918-936-5237

http://www.jbfsale.com
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Through an ex-
tensive recruit-
ment effort led 
by Tulsa-based 
consulting firm 
Schnake Tur-
bo Frank, Kris-
ta Hemme has 
been selected 
vice president of 
marketing and communications 
for the Tulsa Area United Way 
(TAUW). She will lead the mar-
keting/communications team in 
promoting the TAUW and its 59 
partner agencies that improve peo-
ple’s lives through education, fi-
nancial stability and health/safety.  

Hemme is a graduate of Oral 
Roberts University and received 
a B.S. in Mass Media Communi-
cations. She is an award-winning 
communicator who most recently 
spearheaded campaigns for the 
City of Broken Arrow through 
news stories, video production, 
digital media and public relations.  

“I love the Tulsa community and 
the people who work every day to 
make it the kind of place where 
we want our children and our chil-
dren’s children to grow up,” said 
Hemme. “When everyone has 
access to the resources needed to 
succeed, it has a ripple effect on 
the entire community that leads 
to better outcomes in education 
and the economy. I look forward 
to working with Alison Anthony 
and the passionate team members 
of the Tulsa Area United Way to 
provide even more people with the 
tools they need to reach their full 
potential.” 

The Tulsa Area United Way 
(TAUW) is the only nonprofit or-
ganization in the six-county area 
funding 59 partner agencies whose 
critical services deliver the three 
building blocks to a better life: 
education, financial stability and 
health/safety.  

Since 1924, TAUW has 
raised and invested more than 
$825 million to assist the lives of 
people in need in Creek, Oklmul-
gee, Osage, Rogers, Wagoner 
and Tulsa counties. All contribu-
tions to the TAUW are invested lo-
cally.  Governance is maintained 
by a highly dedicated local board 
of directors.

Ken Holdman, 
senior vice pres-
ident at Sodex-
oMAGIC, re-
cently joined the 
American Red 
Cross of North-
east Oklahoma 
Advisory Board 
in Tulsa. 

“I am excited about the oppor-
tunity to serve,” Holdman said. 
“Joining the Tulsa Advisory 
Board for the Red Cross allows 
me to make an impact in my com-
munity and state where I grew 
up.”  

Holdman currently leads Sodex-
oMAGIC, the joint venture be-
tween Magic Johnson Enterprises 
and Sodexo. He is an experienced 
operator and leader with nearly 
20 years of service. His career is 
underscored by a commitment 
to excellence and growth of both 
the business and members of his 
teams. Holdman actively engag-
es with clients and partners to 
support and enhance underserved 
communities.

In Holdman’s free time, he is a 
role model, supporting a range of 
youth and young adult activities- 
including coaching and refereeing 
college basketball.  He grew up 
and currently resides in the Tulsa 
area with his family.

The Oklahoma Hotel and 
Lodging Association (OH&LA) 
has announced its 2020 board of 
directors.  Tulsa-area members 
include Chair – James Cunning-
ham, Hyatt Regency; Treasurer 
– Michelle Hartman, Courtyard 
by Marriott Downtown;  Chad 
Horvath, Tulsa Club Hotel; Tri-
sha Kerkstra, POSTOAK Lodge 
& Retreat; Charles DiClemente, 
Doubletree Hotel Downtown; 
Heather  McGregor, McGre-
gor Insurance Group; Pete Patel, 
Promise Hotels; Chelsea  Penn, 
Metro Tulsa Hotel & Lodging As-
sociation; and Kyle Reans, River 
Spirit Casino & Resort; Travis 
Taylor, Hotel Indigo Tulsa Down-
town;.

The Oklahoma Restaurant 
Association (ORA) announced 
its board of directors for the year 
2020. Tulsa area  board members 
include Mike Bausch, Andolini’s 
Pizzeria; Jeff Castleberry, Caz’s 
Chowhouse; Momodou Ceesay, 
Mamadou’s Restaurant, Glenpool; 
Bo Davis, RB American Group; 
Robert Founds, Tulsa Drillers; 
John Gaberino III, Topeca Cof-
fee;  Thomas Hunter, Ricardo’s 
Restaurant;  Jared Jordan, Sum-
mit Club; Amy Moss, McGill’s; 
Elliot Nelson, McNellie’s Group;  
Erik Reynolds, Smoke Woodfire 
Grill; Eric Selby, Mazzio’s, LLC; 
and Alex Stodghill, GoFresh Pro-
duce.

Founded in 1933, the Oklahoma 
Restaurant Association is the trade 
association of restaurants and 
foodservice operations, the state’s 
largest private industry employer. 

Keri Fother-
gill has been ap-
pointed District 
2 Commissioner 
Karen Keith’s 
chief deputy. Fo-
thergill replaces 
John Fothergill 
who moved to 
the Tulsa County 
Treasurer’s Office to serve as first 
deputy. 

 Keri Fothergill comes to Tulsa 
County from the City of Tulsa 
where she most recently served 
in the Mayor’s Office of Econom-
ic Development as Development 
and Constituent Services Liaison. 
In this capacity, Fothergill coordi-
nated and facilitated business and 
land development procedures, 
projects, and programs for the 
City.

Throughout her career, Fother-
gill has served in numerous re-
lated functions including:  Com-
munity Involvement Coordinator 
for City of Tulsa Refuse and Re-
cycling Department; Constituent 
Services/Real Estate for Mayor 
Dewey F. Bartlett, Jr.; Commer-
cial Project Manager/Govern-
ment Liaison for Williams & 
Williams Auction; Council Legis-
lative Aide for Tulsa City Coun-
cil; Mayoral Aide for Mayor Bill 
LaFortune and Mayor Susan Sav-
age and Event Coordinator for the 
Tulsa Metro Chamber

The Sand Springs resident has 
also served as Commissioner for 
the Sand Springs Planning and De-
velopment Commissions. She was 
also a Tulsa Global Alliance Board 
Member.

“I’ve worked as a public servant 
since 2001, but this is the first op-
portunity for me to have my day 
job impact my own community,” 
said Fothergill. “Working for the 
City of Tulsa was wonderful; I 
look forward to working in District 
2 with the people I call friends and 
neighbors. I will be their champi-
on and help them make an impact 
not only in District 2 but through 
all of Tulsa County.”

Echoing Fothergill’s sentiments, 
Commissioner Keith said “The 
common thread through all Keri’s 
extensive experience, which I saw 
firsthand when I worked with her 
at the City, is her focus on serv-
ing as a liaison between the gov-
ernment and its constituents. This 
simply made her the best choice 
for my new Chief Deputy. The 
ease with which she can develop, 
coordinate, and implement ini-
tiatives that positively affect the 
community and the local govern-
ment is just one of the many rea-
sons I approached her about this 
position. I am so pleased she is on 
board and am looking forward to 
all she will accomplish.”

Jack Blair, chief of staff for May-
or G.T. Bynum, said of Keri’s 
movement to the County, “Keri is 
the most diligent and hard-work-
ing person I’ve worked with on a 
regular basis since I started work-
ing with the City.”  

BUSINESS & PEOPLE NOTES

HEMME HOLDMAN FOTHERGILL

Tulsa Regional Tourism
 Hires Nationally Known
Sports Professionals
Tulsa Regional Tourism, a 

division of the Tulsa Regional 
Chamber, recently welcomed to 
its staff two nationally known 
sports professionals. Ashleigh 
Bachert, previously with the 
Durham Sports Commission, 
joined Tulsa Regional Tourism 
as vice president of sales. Joel 
Koester, previously with the 
Chicago Southland Convention 
and Visitors Bureau, joined as 
its new director of sports sales.

“I’m thrilled to have Ashleigh 
and Joel join the team, and I look 
forward to them bringing their 
incredible skill sets to Tulsa,” 
says Ray Hoyt, president of Tul-
sa Regional Tourism. “They’ll 
help us not only implement big 
ideas, but also recruit new busi-
ness that best fits our growing, 
world-class city.”

Bachert comes to Tulsa from 
the Durham Sports Commis-
sion, where she had been ex-
ecutive director since 2017. 
During her tenure, she doubled 
sports tourism’s economic im-
pact in Durham and was named 
a Connect Sports Game Chang-
er in 2019. She graduated from 
the University of Connecticut, 
where she also played softball, 
and received her master’s de-
gree in sports administration 
from the University of Southern 
Missouri.

“I’m excited to be part of the 
Tulsa Regional Tourism fami-
ly and thankful to Ray and the 
team for trusting me to lead their 
dynamic and successful sales 
staff,” says Bachert..”

Joel Koester joins Tulsa Re-
gional Tourism from the Chi-
cago Southland Convention 
and Visitors Bureau, where he 
had worked since 2012 after 

12 years in the golf industry. A 
graduate of the University of 
Nevada Las Vegas, he worked 
at some of the best resort golf 
courses in the country. In 2017, 
he received the Connect Sports 
Game Changer award for ad-
vancing sports tourism in the 
Chicago Southland.

“I am extremely excited to 
be part of this wonderful team 
in Tulsa – they have incredible 
experience and knowledge, and 
the possibilities moving for-
ward are endless,” says Koester. 
“Tulsa has so much to offer and 
is quickly becoming a major 
sports destination.”

London & Paris
from $949

CALL 855-655-9670
Book your adventure today!

ASHLEIGH BACHERT

JOEL KOESTER

American Airlines, Inc. 
Has multiple openings for the

following position in Tulsa, OK: 
Sr. Developer, IT Data Warehousing (Ref 1459) 
Responsible for designing, developing, modifying and testing 
s/w app using SDLC life cycle, Informatica Power Center/
Power Exchange CDC, IBM DataStage, SQL Server, Oracle 
and Teradata technologies. Related degree and/or experience 
and/or skills required. 

Send inquiries &/or resume to:
American Airlines, Inc.

Attn: Gene Womack, HR
1 Skyview Drive, MD 8B204

Ft. Worth, TX  76155
Please include Ref # in cover letter.

http://www.ludgerscatering.com
http://www.scogginsroofing.com
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Just Between Friends, the pop-
ular children’s consignment sales 
event, will provide an opportunity 
for attendees to explore products 
like articles of clothing, acces-
sories, toys, books, baby clothes 
and gear, baby shoes, infants 
wear, maternity items, strollers 
and more. 

As organizers say, “It’s hard to 
believe, it’s time once again for 
Green Country’s leading chil-
dren’s and maternity consignment 
sales event, in the Exchange Cen-
ter Building at Expo Square. JBF 
Tulsa, the founding sales event 
for JBF, is much more than a ga-
rage sale.

“Daven Tackett, co-founder 
of Just Between Friends, never 
imagined this idea of bringing 
some friends together during the 
spring and fall would grow to help 
our community in so many ways.                                                                                                              

Come experience what many 
moms, dads, grandparents, family 
and friends have grown to love, 
it’s JBF Tulsa! Its success goes 
beyond that of running a business, 
its families helping families, par-
ents teaching their kids about the 
value of money and finding more 
with less. It’s a great story.”  

Everyone wins at Just Between 
Friends because it’s a unique way 
of recycling children’s clothes 
and equipment without impacting 
the family’s budget, along with 
helping others. 

There are two parts to this.  
When people shop at a JBF, the 
majority of the proceeds go to 
help families in our community, 
maybe a friend or a neighbor, not 
a large corporation. Those fam-
ilies use the money for a variety 
of things including going on fam-
ily vacations, braces, sports team 
fees and a long list of other things 
which keeps families smiling. 
What doesn’t sell during a sales 
event is often times donated to 
local charities (Emergency Infant 
Services and Hope Harbor) who 
in turn, help other local families, 
who are in need. The generosity 
of consignors, at times, is over-
whelming to see. 

A representative says, “Just 
don’t believe what I’m telling 
you, please come see what we’re 
about. When you experience JBF 
Tulsa, you’ll understand. This 
is One-stop shopping at its best, 
with great selection, awesome 
savings and a worry-free environ-
ment. It’s a place where friend-
ships are forged.

The sales event opens to the 
public starting at 11 a.m. on Sun-
day, March 1. 

Admission is $10 or free with 
a donation to Emergency Infant 
Services in the form of diapers, 
wipes and/or formula. All re-
maining days are free admission. 
If you have any questions, call 
918-814-9326 or contact Paul@
jbfsale.com. 

For more detailed information 
about JBF Tulsa, go to Tulsa.JBF-
Sale.com. 
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ORDER NOW! 1.855.519.0889 ask for 59104KPR 

www.OmahaSteaks.com/love45

THE FAVORITE GIFT
4 (6 oz.) Filet Mignons
4 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops
4 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers
4 (2.8 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin
4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets
Signature Seasoning Packet

*Savings shown over aggregated 
single item base price. ©2019 

Omaha Steaks, Inc. Exp. 2/29/20

$218.92* separately   

COMBO PRICE  
$6999

+ 4 FREE BURGERS  
THAT’S 16 MAIN COURSES!

GIVE DELICIOUS

WILL

THEY

‘Just Between Friends,’ a Popular
Children’s Consignment Sales Event 
To be Held at Expo Square March 1-7

FUN TIME SHOPPING

GREAT BARGAINS

mailto: carpentersrestoration@gmail.com
http://www.ttownpartysupply.com
http://www.anagotulsa.com
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EVERYTHING YOU NEED.
EVERYWHERE YOU GO.
When you start a relationship with Central 

Bank, you’ll immediately have access to 

a community bank with comprehensive 

offerings, cutting-edge technology, and 

leading-edge banking solutions. We have  

all the tools you need to move, manage,  

and maximize your money with ease.  

Discover what’s possible with Central Bank.  

We do banking better.

centralbank.net
Member FDIC

CENTRAL BANK OF OKLAHOMA CALENDAR • FEB. 9 – MARCH 14, 2020

Big 12 Wrestling Championship Comes to BOK Center March 7 – 8
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Ask about fraud ID protection

Storm Large In 
ConCert
Tulsa PAC Trust
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Dorothy anD the 
PrInCe of oz
Tulsa Ballet
7 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Dorothy anD the 
PrInCe of oz
Tulsa Ballet
7:30 p.m.

myticketoffice.com for tickets.

goDSPeLL
Tulsa Project Theatre
8 p.m. • Feb. 14-15
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

goDSPeLL
Tulsa Project Theatre
8 p.m. • Feb. 20-21
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

maDama ButterfLy
Tulsa Opera
7:30 p.m. 
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

maDama ButterfLy
Tulsa Opera
2:30 p.m. 
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

StomP
Celebrity Attractions
8 p.m. • March 6-7
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

StomP
Celebrity Attractions
1 & 6:30 p.m. 
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

a LIttLe nIght muSIC
Theatre Tulsa
8 p.m. • March 13-14
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Star WarS In ConCert
Tulsa Symphony
7:30 p.m. 
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

the faCe of 
emmett tILL
Theatre North
3 p.m. 
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

BroWn Bag It: 
fInneganS aWake
PAC Trust
12:10 p.m. 
FREE Event.

the faCe of 
emmett tILL
Theatre North
8 p.m. 
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

moon mouSe: a 
SPaCe oDySSey 
PAC Trust
9:30, 11:30 a.m., 7 p.m. 
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

the faCe of 
emmett tILL
Theatre North
3 p.m. 
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

goDSPeLL
Tulsa Project Theatre
8 p.m. 
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

goDSPeLL
Tulsa Project Theatre
2 p.m. 
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

goDSPeLL
Tulsa Project Theatre
2 p.m. 
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

auguSt: oSage County
Theatre Tulsa
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

auguSt: oSage County
Theatre Tulsa
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

auguSt: oSage County
Theatre Tulsa
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

auguSt: oSage County
Theatre Tulsa
2 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

auguSt: oSage County
Theatre Tulsa
2 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Dorothy anD the 
PrInCe of oz
Tulsa Ballet
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Dorothy anD the 
PrInCe of oz
Tulsa Ballet
2:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

I have Before me a 
remarkaBLe DoCument 
gIven to me By a young 
LaDy from rWanDa
OK World Stage 
Theatre Co.
3  p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets. goLDen hurrICane vS.

ECU • 7 p.m.
Men’s Basketball
tulsahurricane.com for tickets.

tuLSa oILerS
vs. Utah
7:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsaoilers.com for more 
information.

tuLSa oILerS
vs. Wichita
7:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsaoilers.com for more 
information.

tuLSa oILerS
vs. Allen
7:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsaoilers.com for more 
information.

tuLSa oILerS
vs. Kansas City
7:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsaoilers.com for more 
information.

Free Small Business Checking

More Bank for Your Buck

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

12

Lego BuILD
South Broken 
Arrow Library
10:30 – 11:30 
a.m.
Visit tulsal-
ibrary.org 
for more 
information.

PaWS for 
reaDIng 

South Broken Arrow Library
4:30 – 5:30 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

muSIC monDay
Central Library

11 – 11:30 a.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for 
more information.

Lego LaB
Broken Arrow Library
2 – 3 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

DroP-In StuDIo
Gilcrease Museum
1 – 4 p.m.
Visit my.gilcrease.org for more 
information.

teen teCh month: 3D 
PrIntIng
Bixby Library
4 – 5 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

art foCuS
Philbrook Museum of Art
10 a.m.
Visit philbrook.org for more 
information.

tuLSa treaSureS: PrIvate 
CoLLeCtIonS In PuBLIC
Philbrook Museum of Art
5:30 p.m.
Visit philbrook.org for more 
information.

DIgItaL LIteraCy LaB 
orIentatIon
Central Library
12:30 – 1:30 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

gameS In the garDen
Central Library

3:30 – 4:30 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for 
more information.

yoga for every BoDy
Central Library
5:30 – 6:30 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

hanDS-on StorytIme
Central Library
10:30 –11 a.m.
For ages 3-5 and their caregiv-
ers.  Visit tulsalibrary.org for 
more information.

‘another ChaPter’ 
Book DISCuSSIon
Central Library
2 – 3 p.m.
Discussion of “Men We Reaped: 
A Memoir” by Jesmyn Ward 
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

traveLS WIth tuLSanS: 
antarCtICa By Way of 
argentIna
Central Library
11 – 11:30 a.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

maker monDay: DIy 
PoLyStyrene JeWeLry

Central Library
5:30 – 7 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

BaSS fIShIng 
teChnIqueS 2020
Tulsa Tech Riverside 
Campus 
7 – 9 p.m.
Visit enroll.tulsatech.
edu for more info.

aDvanCeD PICkLe-
BaLL

LIFE Senior Services 
12:30 p.m.

Visit LIFEsenior-
services.org for more 
information.

tuLSa area unIteD Way 
PreSentS “LIve unIteD 
aWarDS anD LunCheon
Cox Business Center 
11:30 a.m.
Visit tauw.org for more infor-
mation.

marDI graS at CaJun 
eD’S heBert’S
Hebert’s Specialty Meats 
10 a.m.
Visit hebertsmeats.com for 
more information.

memory gaLa
Cox Business Center 
6:30 p.m.
Visit memorygala.
org for more infor-
mation.

StarPoWer
Cox Business Center 
Feb. 28 – 29
Visit StarpowerTalent.com. for 
more information.

vIntage voICeS
LIFE Senior Services 
10 – 11:30 a.m.
Visit LIFEseniorservices.

org for more information.

neW hoPe okLahoma’S 
marDI graS
Tulsa Club Hotel 
6 – 11 p.m.
Visit newhopeoklahoma.org for 
more information.

young aDuLt 
anD mID-
DLe-graDe 
fICtIon WorkShoP
OSU Tulsa 
7 – 9 p.m.
Visit tulsa.okstate.edu for more 
information.

SPeCuLatIve / SCIenCe 
fICtIon WorkShoP
OSU Tulsa 
7 – 9 p.m.
Visit tulsa.okstate.
edu for more 
information.

CoCktaIL Con-
Cert: romantIC 

InSPIratIonS
Ambassador Hotel Tulsa  

Autograph Collection  
7 – 9 p.m.

Visit cocktailconcertseries.
com for more information.

aLPha - exPLore your 
faIth
 Christ United Methodist Church  
12:20 – 3 p.m.
Visit christumctulsa.com for info.

WrIte a PICture 
Book WorkShoP
OSU Tulsa 
7 – 9 p.m.

Visit tulsa.okstate.edu 
for more information.

CannaBIS CookIng 
WIth Chef tony
The Flower District 
Event Center  
6 – 8 p.m.
Visit myecsther-
apy.org for more 
information.

make my Day 
WeDDIng exPo
Spain Ranch 
12:30 – 4 p.m.
Visit mmdwe.
com for more 
information.

traveLS WIth  
tuLSanS: IreLanD
Central Library 
12:10 – 12:50 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.
org for more in-
formation.
fILm ProDuC-
tIon  
WorkShoP
OSU Tulsa 
7 – 9 p.m.
Visit tulsa.okstate.edu for more 
information.

oSu tuLSa BuSIneSS 
forumS WIth Dan 
CoCkereLL
Doubletree By Hilton Hotel Tulsa 
Downtown  
12 – 1:30 p.m.
Visit business.okstate.edu for 
more information.

BIg Joe muSe
Studio 308  
8 p.m.
Visit Studio308Tulsa.com for 
more information.

gmat Info. SeSSIon
OSU-Tulsa 
7-9 p.m. 
Visit tulsa.okstate.edu for more 
information.

PItBuLL
BOK Center 
7:30 p.m. 
Visit bokcenter.com for more 
information.

DaBaBBy
BOK Center 
8 p.m. 
Visit bokcenter.com for more 
information.

kISS
BOK Center 

7:30 p.m. 
Visit bokcenter.com for more 
information.

troLLS LIve
BOK Center 
Feb. 29 – March 1
Visit bokcenter.com for more 
information.

BIg 12 WreStLIng Cham-
PIonShIP
BOK Center 
March 7-8
Visit bokcenter.com for info.

graCe Potter
Cain’s Ballroom 
8 p.m. 
Visit cainsballroom.com for 
more information.

afrICan vIoLet SoCIety 
SPrIng DISPLay anD SaLe
Woodward Park 
9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Visit tulsagardencenter.com for 
more information.

gIn anD JunIPer
Tulsa Garden Center 
6 – 7:30 p.m. 
Visit 
tulsagarden-
center.com for 
more infor-
mation.

SPLaSh!
Oklahoma Aquarium 
7 – 11 p.m. 

Visit okaquarium.org for more 
information.

homeSChooL Day
Oklahoma Aquarium 
10 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Visit okaquarium.org for more 
information.

zzzS In the SeaS
Oklahoma Aquarium 
7 a.m. – 8 a.m. 
Visit okaquarium.org for more 
information.

fC tuLSa vS. neW mexI-
Co unIteD
ONEOK Field 
7 p.m. 
Visit FCTulsa.com for more 
information.

offBeat: Crazy anD hI-
LarIouS StorIeS from the 
PeoPLe that LIveD them
Duet Jazz Club  
8 p.m. 
Visit storyclubtulsa.com for info.

the retro roCketS LeaP 
year LImBo DanCe Party
Studio 308  
8 p.m.
Visit Studio308Tulsa.com for 
more information.

CoLD War kIDS
Cain’s Ballroom 
8 p.m. 
Visit cainsballroom.com 
for more information.

IratIon
Cain’s Ballroom 
6:30 p.m. 
Visit cainsballroom.com for 
more information.

WILLIam Shatner: SCreen- 
Ing of Wrath of khan
Brady Theater 
7:30 p.m. 
Visit bradytheater.com for info.

DanIeL tIger’S neIgh-
BorhooD LIve!
Brady Theater 
6  p.m. 
Visit bradytheater.com for 
more information.

New Name. Same Bank.

http://www.centralbank.net
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Oklahoma Veteran Jim Tygart Receives 
French Legion of Honor Medal in B.A.
By BOB LEWIS
Contributing Editor

The new year is getting off to a 
rousing start for Broken Arrow’s 
Jim Tygart.

On Jan. 18, the World War II 
veteran was presented the French 
Legion of Honor Medal by French 
Consul Representative Grant Moat 
before a standing room only crowd 
at the BA Military History Center. 

On March 31, the normally pub-
licity-shy Tygart will again be the 
center of attention as he celebrates 
his 100th birthday.

The highest French order of 
merit, the Legion of Honor was 
established in 1802 by Napoleon 
Bonaparte. Originally, it was re-
stricted to French nationals. But 
recognizing the heroic role of 
American and British soldiers in 

liberating France from Nazi Ger-
many, the program was expanded 
after World War II to include them 
as well.

With the medal firmly in hand, 
Tygart now joins an elite group 
of military honorees that includes 
Sgt. Alvin York; Gen. Douglas 
MacArthur; Allied Command-
er and former President Dwight 
David Eisenhour; WWII’s most 
decorated soldier, Audie Murphy; 
Gen. George S. Patton, and for-
mer Secretary of State Gen. Colin 
Powell.

Tygart, who is also a Purple 
Heart recipient, was a truck driv-
er for NABISCO in Tulsa before 
joining the military. Because of 
this experience, he was made a 
jeep driver with the Army’s 2nd 
Infantry Division.

He watched the beginnings of the 

June 6, 1944 Normandy Invasion 
from a military ship before coming 
ashore in the face of heavy fire the 
following day. He served in a num-
ber of European locations during 
the next few months before being 
wounded in a shell attack during 
the Battle of the Bulge. He spent 
that Christmas in a Paris hospital 
before being shipped home.

Tygart’s sons, Jim and Delbert 
Tygart, say their dad is an unusu-
ally modest man who simply re-
fuses to talk about his military ex-
periences. That changed, however, 
when he agreed to be interviewed 
by the Tulsa World’s Tim Stanley 
as part of a series of articles the 
reporter was writing on Oklahoma 
veterans.

Once published, that story caught 
the eye of personnel at a military 
museum in Enid. They were so im-

pressed, they nominated Tygart for 
the Legion of Honor Medal and 
had every intention of hosting its 
presentation ceremonies.

Mother Nature, however, had 
other ideas. Severe weather forced 
a postponement in the festivities 
which led to a relocation to B.A.

GTR Media Group photo

INTERNATIONAL HONOR:  World War II veteran Jim Tygart, right, was 
presented the French Legion of Honor Medal by French Consul Representa-
tive Grant Moat before a packed crowd at the B.A. Military History Center.  

http://www.okmhm.org



