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How Couples Can Benefit From Hiring Local Wedding Vendors

Local vendors are often a go-to
choice when couples are plan-
ning their wedding ceremonies
and receptions. As the “shop
local” movement grows in popu-
larity, weddings present a prime
opportunity to embrace this
movement.

Couples may have different
ideas regarding where to tie the
knot, but local vendors can be
hired regardless of geography.
Brides magazine says the
biggest factor influencing wed-
ding location is the size of the
guest list and the number of peo-
ple who wouldn’t be able to
attend if the wedding was in a
particular locale. Hometowns
might be the traditional choice
regarding wedding location, but
the XO Group says one in four
couples now host destination
weddings.

Once couples choose a town or
city to host their weddings, they
can begin exploring the benefits
of working with locally-based
vendors.

FAMILIARITY - Local vendors
will be familiar with the area and
possibly even the location where
the wedding will be held. That
can help couples avoid having to

give directions, discuss venue
protocols, and handle other
tasks that must be worked out
with non-local vendors. For
example, local photographers
familiar with a particular venue
will know all of the best places to
get shots, and some vendors
may have preexisting relation-
ships with venue representatives
that could ensure wedding day
operations go smoothly.
PROXIMITY - Local vendors can
meet with brides and grooms
more readily throughout the
planning process, making things
less stressful on the happy cou-
ple. This also makes it easier to
drop off deposits, attend meet-
ings, make fitting appointments,
or attend styling sessions.
SAVINGS - Couples who travel
for their weddings and employ

local vendors will not have to
pack as much. Using local ven-
dors eliminates the need to bring
along bulky dresses, decorative
items, flowers, and much more.
Plus, couples needn’t pay to
transport and house vendors
brought along from back home.
ENVIRONMENT - Individuals
who take great strides to con-
serve resources by reducing
their energy consumption and
protecting the environment often
find that shopping local is benefi-
cial. Local vendors are more
likely to source their materials
from other local businesses,
reducing their carbon footprints
along the way. For example,
local caterers may rely on local
farmers for their foods, affording
couples the chance to host eco-
friendly or even farm-to-table
weddings.

CUSTOMIZATION - Working
with local vendors often trans-
lates into getting more personal-
ized service and attention than
mass retailers or merchants can
provide.

Going local when choosing wed-
ding vendors is an increasingly
popular choice among couples
about to tie the knot.

Personalized * Handmade

WEDDING CROCKS

Locally made in Pennsylvania

Please allow 8 weeks for delivery.

A Beautiful Gift
For The Bride
and Groom
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Full-Service Florist & Gift Shop

16 N. Whiteoak St., Kutztown

610-683-9330

www.kutztownflorist.com
Monday - Friday 10 to 6 & Saturday 10 to 4

¢ Air Conditioned
¢ Convenient Parking
¢ Tables & Chairs Provided

Kathryn’s Katerin
610-926-0988 - FAXx 610-916-3988

www.kathrynskatering.com ¢ E-mail: kathrynnkatering@aol.com

Behind Redner’s
Mini Market
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Save when you insure your home and auto with ERIE.
See what you might save. Call today.

Williams Insurance Svcs Ltd
1124 Centre Tpke, Orwigsburg, PA 17961-9058 366insurance@gmail.com

570-366-2886

Discounts, rates and coverages vary by state and are subject to eligibility and applicable rates and rules.
Go to erieinsurance.com for company licensure and territory information. S1693 10/15

Master The Wedding With Save-The-Date Cards

Many couples’ weddings take
more than a year to plan.
Couples want all of the special
people in their lives to witness
their vows, and giving guests
advance notice can ensure as
many loved ones as possible
attend the ceremony.

To be certain that guests have
ample notice to clear their
schedules, many couples now
turn to save-the-date cards,
which announce weddings well
in advance of the actual wedding
day.

Save-the-date cards once were
reserved only for weddings that
required travel or special circum-
stances, such as destination
weddings. But such cards have
now become commonplace for
all weddings. That's because
many people plan vacations or
business trips anywhere from
four to six months in advance.
Busy people require plenty of
notice to include this important
date on their calendars, particu-
larly when wedding dates fall
during popular travel seasons or
around the holidays.

Kleinfeld Bridal, a premiere New
York bridal boutique, says that

o

save-the-date cards are typically
mailed six to eight months prior
to the wedding, though some are
sent as early as a year before
the big day. Once a date and a
location is secured, save-the-
dates can be ordered and
mailed.

Save-the-date cards require
couples to assemble their guest
lists well in advance of the wed-
ding. The leading bridal resource
The Knot notes that everyone
who will get a wedding invitation
should also receive a save-the-
date card. There’s no turning
back once cards are sent, so

couples will need to be certain
everyone they want to attend is
getting advanced notice.

It's acceptable to mail save-the-
date cards even if some wedding
day details are still up in the air.
Guests really only need to know
the date and location of the wed-
ding. Couples also can use the
save-the-date card to direct invi-
tees to a wedding website where
guests can learn the details of
the wedding as they unfold.
RSVP information does not need
to be included on the save-the-
date card.

Save-the-date cards are much
less formal than invitations, so
couples can have fun with them.
They can showcase couples’
clever personalities or funny
quirks. Keep in mind it is in poor
taste to mention gifts or reg-
istries on save-the-date cards.
There will be plenty of time to
direct guests to registries later
on.

Couples are increasingly turning
to save-the-date cards when
planning their weddings to make
sure busy friends and family will
have enough time to make plans
to attend their weddings.

“Decades

0

Service
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Engagement Announcements
Wedding Invitations
Response Cards

Thank You Cards

Reception Cards

Gifts For Your Attendants, Etc.

Accessories

Wedding Napkins
Luncheon and Beverage Size

Call or Check Our Website For The
& »
Special Of The Montf”/

Call Ryan at 610-562-2267 or e-mail ryan@windsorpress.com for details.

Cake Knife
Toasting Glasses
Bride’s Garter

Personalized Book Matches

“Save the Date”

We Can Also Print Your
Online “Ready-For-Print Files!

We Also Do

Custorn Invitations,
Announcemments, Etc.
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SINCE 1958

6 North Third Street,
P.0. Box 465

Hamburg, PA 19526-0465

610.562.2267

www.windsorpress.com
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Authentic Cexas Cuisine
272 South 4th Street, Hamburg, PA 19526

E-mail: backwoods_bros@yahoo.com

- Thurs. 10:30 am to 8:30 pm; Fri. & Sat. 10:30 am to 9:00 pm; Closed Sunday

Hours: Mon.

Call now to book your...

Fundraisers

Years

of \

Dry cleaning |
Flegance

t N. Whiteoak St. Kutztown
13 N. Franklin St Fleetwood

610-683-7903

LIVER
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Smoker

To You!
(Call for details)

Office
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INDOOR:
e ADA Compliant

OUTDOOR:

smaller affairs.
¢ADA Compliant

eQutdoor Stocked Bar

Rehearsal Dinners

Company Picnics
Pig Roasts

Our Chef, Matlis Pritz, creates memorable savory meals using fresh ingredients
and ‘from scratch cooking’ to amaze and please her guests. From German
dishes to American classics, the selection is endless.

Allow us the honor of being host to your event. Indulge in our excellent food,
share our warm inviting atmosphere, and let us create an event to remember.

eCapacity: 150+ persons eHardwood Dance Floor
eStage for Band or DJ
eCozy Well-Stocked Barroom

eBerks County's most Festive and Inviting Groves. In our shady
grove we can handle a large event, but it is intimate enough for

eRomantic Fire Pit
eLarge Pavilion Capable of Seating 350+ Persons
eRaised Stage for Band or DJ

READING LIEDERKRANZ

A Place Full of Heritage, Great Food, Fellowship and Atmosphere.
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irthdas

Anniversaries

Sweet 16

Festivals

eSound System

eBiergarten Area

¢60'x40’ Wood Dance Floor
eFull-Service Outdoor Kitchen

Tips For Choosing A Honeymoon Destination

Once couples have tied the knot, hit the reception
dance floor and thanked their friends and family for
joining them, their thoughts might start looking
ahead to their honeymoons.

Statistics vary in regard to how much couples
spend on their honeymoons, but those heading
overseas can expect to pay thousands of dollars
on such getaways. Couples planning their honey-
moons want to get the most for their money while
also ensuring their first trip together as newlyweds
is as memorable as possible. The destination cou-
ples choose can go a long way toward making that
happen, and couples can consider various factors
as they work together to choose a locale for their
honeymoons.

ACTIVITY LEVEL: Some couples might want their
honeymoons to be filled with activities, while oth-
ers might prefer more low-key trips spent relaxing
at seaside resorts. Couples can discuss which
types of trips they prefer and be willing to compro-
mise if their desires differ.

TRAVEL: Some couples may prefer to travel
throughout their honeymoons, while others may
want to stay at the same resort for the duration of
their trips. Couples who want to travel may find a
backpacking trip to Europe is a romantic way to
indulge their sense of adventure, while those who
prefer something more quiet may find a beach
resort more to their liking.

BUDGET: Budget is a strong consideration for
many couples as they plan their honeymoons.
Because honeymoons can be expensive, couples

who don’t want to sacrifice on their first trip togeth-
er as a married couple can begin planning their
trips early, even looking for ways to cut costs on
their ceremonies and receptions if their honey-
moons are a bigger priority.

When planning their honeymoons, couples also
can take steps to save money. For example, delay-
ing a trip until a few months after the wedding can
help covers get back on their financial feet and
enjoy their dream getaways. Couples visiting
resorts also may want to opt for all-inclusive pack-
ages, which can provide great value, particularly
on food and beverages.

PLANNING: To ensure things run smoothly and
you don’t have any unexpected and unwanted sur-
prises, always use a local travel agent. Any issues,
and they are there to help you! They can also sug-
gestion options you may not have even thought
about to be sure you have the trip of a lifetime!

) HALL AVAILABLE
FOR WEDDING

RECEPTIONS

Hall Size is
30 ft. x 80 ft.
with a dance floor

and Seats
120 to 150 People.

Hall is air conditioned
and has heat.

More information available at www.toptonfire.com
For availability and booking information contact:
Steve Kline at 484.256.5197 or steve.kline@toptonfire.com

TorTON VoL. FIRE Co.
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Custom Locally Made

CROCKS &
PLATES

In Several Sizes & Colors.
Personalized with Names, Dates and
A Special Design Of Your Choosing.

000
L/ v

One-0f-A-Kind Gift
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SPECIAL:

Book a wedding or honeymoon, 6 nights or longer with trip insurance,
and you will receive a $75 per couple Romance Credit

Il SHOWERS B ANY SPECIAL OCCASION

KuzAN’S HARDWARE
AND RENTAL CENTER 610-562-7186

1069 Pottsville Pike, Rt. 61, Shoemakersville, PA 19555
www.kuzanshardware.com « Mon. - Fri. 7:30 AM to 7 PM; Sat. 7:30 AM to 5 PM
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PersonALIZED POTTERY GIFTS

H ANNIVERSARIES

BEHIND EVERY
PROJECTIS A

We Accept: [ &
STRML stihi Dealer

Financing Available |
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Getting Here To There On Your Wedding Day

You've planned the date, met with the officiant,
decided on what to wear, and booked the venue.
But how are you going to arrive in style?
Arranging wedding transportation can be tricky,
even if it seems like it's a relatively minor detail.
However, getting not only the bride and groom, as
well as the rest of the bridal party and guests, from
point A to point B and even point C is often a taller
task than it seems.

The wedding planning resource The Knot says
couples should begin focusing on transportation
between four and six months before their wed-
dings. If the wedding will be held during prom or
graduation season, couples may want to reserve
vehicles even earlier due to high demand.

While rented transportation is not necessary, it's a
luxury many couples prefer, as it allows them to
leave the driving to someone else. Generally
speaking, hired cars will pick up the bride and
groom separately before the ceremony; otherwise,
they will arrive to the ceremony by other means
and then utilize a limo or other vehicle afterward.
The transportation will then take the married cou-
ple and typically members of the bridal party and
immediate family to the reception venue.
Depending on the head count and how many other
people will be getting a lift, two or more vehicles
may be necessary. And since the limos will leave
after the reception drop off, some other form of
transportation will be necessary to take the couple
and whomever else rode to the reception back
home (or to the airport). This may require dropping

5 Year Parts & Labor Warranty

Washer

MVWB766FW

+ Deep Fill Option

* Powerwiash® Cycle

* Auto Sensing Option
* Rapid Wash

*4.7 Cu. Ft. Capacity

Dryer

MEDB766FW

+ Steam Refresh Cycle

* Sanitize Cycle

+ Advanced Moisture Sensing
+ Static Reduce Option

+7.0 Cu. Ft. Capacity

S [l =T

off one or more personal cars at the reception
venue in advance.

Budget also will dictate if transportation is provided
for other guests. The majority or guests will drive
their own cars to the wedding. However, if the cer-
emony and reception site are far apart or if the
journey is arduous and out of the way, some well-
meaning couples will arrange for transport. Many
times couples will have to opt for function over
form when tasked with transporting a large number
of people. Pricing out different options can yield
the most cost-effective route, which very well may
be a school or charter bus instead of several lim-
ousines.

Couples can start the process by asking their
reception venue for transportation recommenda-
tions. Or if there are hotel accommodations after
the party, the hotel may have connections or offer
shuttle services.

Washer

WFW5620HW

+Load & Go" Dispenser

+ Steam Clean Option

* Stainless Steel Wash Basket
+ Affresh® Cycle

* Intuitive Controls

Dryer

WED5620HW

+ Advanced Moisture Sensing
+ Wrinkle Shield" Option

* EcoBoost™ Option

* Intuitive Touch Controls

* 7.4 Cu. Ft. Capacity

DAVID’S ELECTRIC, INC.

www.davidselectricinc.com
314 Main St., Emmaus ¢ 610-965-4282 <In Business Since 1946”

www.windsorpress.com
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Evelyn & Harriette’s Gifts

GIFTS

1232 Oysterdale Rd., Ole
Located 1 mile North of the Rt. 73, Pleasantville traffic light.
Open: 10 -5 Tuesday Saturday

- TOYS - NICE THINGS

, PA 19547- 610-987-6055

Yoo
We Have Unique Gifts
For That Special Couple.

BRIDAL
REGISTRIES
WELCOME

Yoo

A Meaingful Gift Should
Have A Story, Without A
Story It Is Just “Stuff”.

Yoo

French Provence Tablecloths

Polish Pottery

AND

QUALITY GIFTS
FROM ACROSS
THE USA

AROUND THE
WORLD.

American Pewter

Stop in and see us, you will be surprised at what you find.

Building a wedding registry is a
task unlike any other couples
may encounter during their life-
times. Wedding registries are
invaluable resources that pro-
vide engaged couples’ loved
ones with gift suggestions. In
spite of that value, couples may
find it daunting and even a little
uncomfortable to build their
wedding registries.

The following tips can help cou-
ples build adequate registries
that benefit them without asking
too much of their guests.

« REGISTER WITH MORE
THAN ONE STORE. It's impor-
tant to register with more than
one store. Doing so makes
things as convenient as possi-
ble for guests and increases the
chances they will be able to
shop at stores they’re familiar
with.

* MAKE A LARGE LIST. Some
couples are hesitant to make
large wedding registries, feeling
that doing so gives the impres-
sion that they’re asking for too
much. But large registries sim-
ply give guests more options to
choose from. Many industry

Wedding Registry Tips

insiders advise registering for
two to three gifts per guest. That
might seem like a lot, but guests
will appreciate having all of
those options.

DON'T HESITATE TO
INCLUDE SOME EXPENSIVE
ITEMS ON YOUR REGISTRY.
Couples also may be hesitant to
include especially expensive

items on their wedding reg-
istries, however, the couples’
parents and other close rela-
tives may be honored to pur-
chase more expensive items, so
couples should not feel embar-
rassed to include them on their
lists.

« VARY THE PRICES OF
ITEMS ON THE LIST. In addi-
tion to including more expensive
items on the registry, make sure
to include moderately priced
and inexpensive items. This
gives guests more options and
ensures guests who might be
spending a lot to travel to and
from the wedding can still pur-
chase gifts without digging too
much deeper into their pockets.
Periodically update your reg-
istries to remove items you have
already received and to add
items if many of the less expen-
sive ones have already been
purchased. This also makes
things more convenient for
guests.

Building a wedding registry is a
unique task that couples can
embrace as their wedding day
draws near.

_\_DJI INSuRANCE AGENCY

]
Give DJI A “Ring”’
for your upcoming

Insurance Needs

J Home Insurance

J Life Insurance

J Personal & Business
J Protect Your Investment

".

S

YOUR INSURANCE COMPASS
Toll Free 866.682.6354
Located in KUTZTOWN and NEW TRIPOLI

www.DJI-INS.com

Erie
Insurance
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Catering, Jnc.

r St., Schuylkill Haven, PA
570-385-3578

e Sure

Is Special

ny Menu Options.

[] ® FORMAL BUFFET
m TEXAS BBQ BUFFET m HOMESTYLE MEAL
m PLATED MEAL
Or Customize A Menu To Suit @@
Your Taste & Budget With A Cocktail Hour
also available,
including

Hot and Cold
Hors D’Oeuvres

Give Us A Call To Book Your Special Day

— elebrating 40 Years =4

Check us out at

www. hesscatering.com

Our 1

Home of T

Uscar’s Kitchen <z

ratm <
New Menu — New Chef d

I village
lem, PAY

PA Dutch Inspired Cuisine

- Weekly Features Including ~

Wednesday- All-You-Can-Eat Chicken Wings $11.99
Happy Hour Every Day 4 pm - 6 pm W/Appetizer Specials

= Entertainment Schedule ~

March 6 - Live Band “Heart & Soul"
March 14 - St. Patty's Bash

Every
w @& Wednesday
imid we feature
@\j a different wine.

Victorian Room
Available for Rent
Up to 20 people

\\//\\//\\//\\//\\//\

THINK OF US FO
YOUR RECEPTION
REFRESHMENTS!

19 Flavors Of Homemade Soda In Kegs...
Any Type Of Beer!

e

pr—
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204 W. FRANKLIN ST. TOPTON, PA ]

HOURS: Monday - Friday 8:00 am to 6:00 pm;
Saturday 8:00 am to 5:00 pm A 0
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SHOEMAKERSVILLE FIRE CO. Banquet Hall
Now Booking for 2020, 2021 & 2022

Air Conditioned ¢ Seats 400
Stage & Dance Floor

Available For Ample Off-Street Parking
Wedding Receptions, Meetings & Banquets 610-562-8096

e-mail: shoeybanquethall40@aol.com
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