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ArtSPARK: Free
outreach program
for igniting connec-
tion of  music and
math SEE PAGE 4

Milan restaurant
goes up for sale;
not good ‘sign’ say
some residents
SEE PAGE 14

Budget woes
ESUHS District Board approves $23M
cut, layoffs; educators will not be cut  

SEE PAGE 9

ELECTION 2020
March primary not
giving California the
expected relevance
in presidential race

By Dan Walters
CalMatters

T
he more or less official
rationale offered by the
state’s Democratic pol‐

iticians for moving our presi‐
dential primary election to
March 3 was that the nation’s
most populous and diverse
state should play a major role
in choosing a challenger to
President Donald Trump and
compel candidates to pay at‐
tention to our issues.

They implied that making
the state relevant in presi‐
dential politics was worth
forcing earlier‐than‐usual
decisions on down‐ballot is‐
sues, including contests for
153 legislative and congres‐
sional seats, countless local
government offices and hun‐
dreds of state and local ballot

See ELECTION, page 17

By William Bellou
Publisher

S
ome political and business leaders re‐
scinded their endorsement of San Jose
City Council Candidate Jim Zito after an

attack website went public Feb. 10. 
The attack against Zito, based on allegations

from his ex‐wife’s divorce papers, appears on
a website funded by the San Jose Police Officers’
Association PAC (POA), which has endorsed
Sylvia Arenas in her re‐election bid. Direct mail
pieces from the POA detailing the allegations
have also been sent to residents in District 8. 

Zito’s ex‐wife, Zoe Bizzell, alleged in their di‐
vorce proceedings 13 years ago that he was
controlling and abusive. Zito pointed out that

in the final custody agreement, which he has
published on his campaign website (VoteJim‐
Zito.com), the court dismissed the ex‐wife’s al‐
legations and both parents were awarded joint
legal custody of the three minor children. 

Zito told the Evergreen Times: “The selected
divorce documents that were released told
only one side of the story. These mean‐spirited
attacks meant to hurt my campaign are ulti‐
mately harming my family.  It’s unfortunate
that the unions are trying to use misinforma‐
tion to distract voters from the issues and my
25 years of service to the community” Zito
continued.

Since the attack website was published, Zito,
See ZITO, page 19

T
he Evergreen School District
Board of Trustees voted at
the ESD Board Meeting on

Feb. 13 to approve the recommen‐
ded closures/consolidations of
Dove Hill and Laurelwood Elemen‐
tary Schools at the end of the
2019‐20 school year. 

The Board’s decision aligns
with the recommendations made
by Evergreen School District Su‐
perintendent Dr. Emy Flores and
the 24‐member Superintendent’s
School Consolidation Advisory
Committee, comprised of parents,
staff and Evergreen community
members.

In October 2019, the Board of
Trustees approved the closure/
consolidation of two schools at
the end of the 2019‐20 school
year and an additional school at
the end of the 2020‐21 school year to
address a $12 million financial
shortfall that is the result of rising
operating costs and declining en‐
rollment. 

“The decision to close Dove Hill
and Laurelwood Elementary Schools
is the result of a thorough analysis
of the current and future demo‐
graphics as they relate to the
Evergreen School District’s enroll‐
ment and school boundaries, con‐
sideration of the positive and neg‐
ative factors related to closing
these schools, as well as variables,
including location and community
impact,” said Dr. Flores.  “From a
fiscal perspective, we also consid‐
ered the potential costs of facility
improvements for the schools, as
well as transportation costs, in ad‐
dition to the impacts that lower
enrollment has on the efficient op‐
eration of schools.” 

“As a former principal in our
district, I am intimately aware of
how this decision to close schools
impacts the families and staff at
those schools, which makes this
decision all that more difficult,”
said Leila Welch, President of the

See CLOSURES, page 7

PAINTER’S DREAMS
Weather patterns in Evergreen and beyond
Photo by Frank Shortt

At the end of January Evergreen Valley was at 80% of nor‐
mal in our rainfall and the skies around Evergreen had pro‐
duced some of the most amazing painter’s dreams that could
be imagined.  See article, page 20

Evergreen School District
Board of Trustees approves
closure/consolidation of 
Laurelwood and Dove Hill

San Jose City Council candidate loses some endorsements 
following divorce claims listed on attack website  

San Jose Mayor Sam Liccardo, right, rescinded his
endorsement of City Council candidate Jim Zito.
Photo courtesy of Jim Zito
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ArtSPARK: Free 
outreach program for
local school children
igniting a connection
of music and math
Celebrating ten years of 
programing March 23 and 24

S
ymphony Silicon Valley presents the
tenth year of ArtSPARK “It’s About Time:
Music, Math & More” Monday, March 23

and Tuesday, March 24, 10 a.m. and 11:30
a.m. at the California Theatre, 345 So First
Street.

The free performances are paid entirely by
Symphony Silicon Valley for 4,500 fourth
graders throughout the county.  

Evergreen School District schools partici‐
pating in this year’s ArtSPARK include Ever‐
green Elementary School, Matsumoto Ele‐
mentary and O.B.Whaley Elementary.

Since 2011, more than 100,000 3rd, 4th,
and 5th grade students have participated
from over 165 schools…a majority of them be‐
ing Title 1 schools.  They have seen live the‐
ater, ballet, visual art, and world music events.

This program features Symphony Silicon
Valley in “It’s About Time.”  It shows the con‐
nections between Music & Math by teaching
students about Time Signatures in music and

how they relate to Fractions in Mathematics.
Common Core lesson plans for use in the
classroom were developed by Santa Clara
County Office of Education Visual and Per‐
forming Arts (VAPA) coordinators Jeannine
Flores and Jenny Cheng.

The experience begins in the classroom pri‐
or to the performance with students listening
to music in various time signatures: a Strauss
polka in 2/4 time, a Bizet gypsy dance in 3/4
time from Carmen, a Prokofiev march in 4/4, a
Tchaikovsky tarantella in 6/8. The students
learn to clap along in the various times as they
view charts of the signatures. Then things get

really interesting as they learn more difficult
signatures in 5/4 from the theme to Mission
Impossible, 7/4 from Dave Brubeck’s jazz
classic Unsquare Dance, and even 9/8 from
Wagner’s Ride of the Valkyries. 

When they get to the theater, Maestro Peter
Jaffe leads the audience in clapping out the
various time signatures and the live orchestra
onstage joins along in playing the pieces.
Along the way, the students learn how a sym‐
phony concert is different from other types of
concerts, they also learn the “families” of the
orchestra, symphony vocabulary, and theater
etiquette.  Photo credit: Robert Shomler

Evergreen School District schools participating in this year’s ArtSPARK include Evergreen Elementary
School, Matsumoto Elementary and O.B.Whaley Elementary.

After half a century
of Postal Service,
San Jose carrier
hangs up his satchel

Fifty years ago the Beatles were
changing the world, the first ever
Earth Day was launched and for let‐
ter carrier Peter Licon so was a
Postal Career. On Friday, February
21, 2020, his five decades of service
were celebrated at the San Jose
Hillview Station when Licon hung
up his satchel to start his new jour‐
ney.

He won’t leave without a party
though. His friends, coworkers and
family planned to gather at the
Hillview Station Post Office, 2450
Alvin Ave., San Jose, CA 95122 on
Friday, February 21, 2020, at 8 a.m.,
to give him a proper send off.

Licon’s appointed rounds have
been marked by many achieve‐
ments and a few nips by dogs over
the course of his career. One no‐
table accomplishment is his status
as a Million Mile driver, which
means he has driven a million miles
without even a fender‐bender after
logging more than a million miles
delivering the mail. He has driven
the equivalent of 40 times around
the globe, all without leaving the
city limits. 

He states that he will miss the
customers he has met and grown to
know along his route as well as his
fellow carriers.

Licon is looking forward to
spending his retirement with his
family and grandchildren, and get‐
ting mail in his mailbox instead of
delivering it. 

Neel Raja of Evergreen
earns Faculty Honors
at Georgia Tech 

Neel Raja (inset) of Ever‐
green Valley has earned the dis‐
tinction of Faculty Honors at
Georgia Institute of Technology.
This designation is awarded to
undergraduate students who
have a 4.0 academic average for
the semester.

Raja, a graduate of Evergreen
Valley High School, is a Georgia

Tech Computer Science undergraduate with
previous internship experiences at a Silicon
Valley stealth mode startup and at Stanford
University where he collaborated with a fac‐

ulty physician to develop a
medical device and an Android
app. 

One of the nation's leading
research universities, the
Georgia Institute of Technolo‐
gy is in the business of Creating
the Next ‐ the next idea, the
next technology, and the next
legion of agile minds well
equipped to imagine and engi‐
neer the future. 
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In support 
of Jim Zito

Dear editor,

I am writing this letter in sup‐
port of Jim Zito's candidacy for
San Jose City Council ‐ District 8.
Having worked alongside Jim as a
Trustee at Evergreen School
Board, I personally know of Jim
as an independent thinker, will‐
ing to dig into the details and con‐
sider all options before deciding
on a course of action. He has al‐
ways put the interests of stu‐
dents before other vested inter‐
ests. His long record of service to
San Jose and our Evergreen com‐
munity is well documented and I
know that he will continue to
serve each and every one of us as
our Council member.

Balaji Venkatraman
Trustee, Evergreen School Board

A clear choice for
City Council —
Sylvia Arenas 

Dear editor,
I hope Evergreen voters will

re‐elect Sylvia Arenas. I’ve found
that District 8 residents and fam‐
ilies can count on her at City Hall.
Your choice will help shape the
direction of our city. She is fo‐
cused on the needs of families

and neighborhoods. 

I’ve been impressed by Sylvia.

She provides a strongly needed

moral voice on the Council, push‐

ing for common sense solutions

that put families first. She helped

launch San Jose’s Family Friendly

City initiative which directs city

departments to have the needs of

families in mind as they make de‐

cisions.

Sylvia is leading San Jose’s ef‐

forts to improve public safety for

women and children. She brought

together a coalition to improve

the way sexual assaults are inves‐

tigated in San Jose – bringing focus

to a crisis too long overlooked.

She’s a leader… From her focus

on family homelessness, to her

advocacy for neighborhoods, to

her role in defeating a recent bal‐

lot measure that would have

harmed Evergreen; Sylvia pro‐

vides Evergreen families the

strong voice that they need at

City Hall.

Sylvia is a Democrat running

against a Republican who has now

lost multiple endorsements be‐

cause of his [alleged] abusive

treatment of his ex wife. This be‐

havior is not in‐line with our San

Jose values. While city council

races are non‐partisan, it seems

to me that right now all of us,

even Republican voters, should

vote to reject the values of Don‐

ald Trump at every level of gov‐

ernment. Like me when I ran for

local office, Sylvia wasn’t selected

by city hall insiders. Instead, she

is backed by neighbors and the

grass roots.

You have a very clear choice in

this election. I hope Evergreen

voters will re‐elect Sylvia Arenas

to represent them on the City

Council. 

Zoe Lofgren
Congresswoman 

Spotlight conjures
fake news, 
reader says

Dear editor,

In an effort to gain readership,

Spotlight has conjured fake news

hoping a scandal would fix its

sinking tabloid and to reward its

union backers in hopes of contin‐

ued contributions. The voters are

too bright for such tactics and can

see right through it. 

Jim Zito worked over 20 years

in D8 to help the people in his

community. His many years on

the planning commission, school

board, D8 Roundtable and count‐

less commissions and commit‐

tees resonated soundly with the

voters. As his campaign soared,

his opponents union backers be‐

came concerned. Jim was not a

rubber stamp to high pensions

and infinite raises. Desperate

times call for desperate measures

so the unions responded. 

It’s a sad day in America, when

unions attempt to control our gov‐

ernment and destroy an innocent

person for their own self‐serving

agenda. 

Jean Valencia McCauley
Evergreen Valley Community Leader

Arenas earns 
readers’ vote

Dear editor,

Sylvia Arenas our Evergreen

District 8 Councilmember has

earned our vote in support of her

re‐election on March 3 because

she listens, cares and takes AC‐

TION to improve our quality of

life in Evergreen and San Jose!

As a longtime resident of Ever‐

green Sylvia Arenas is our com‐

munity’s powerful voice! 

First advocating for quality edu‐

cation for our children as an Ever‐

green School Board Member and

today is our tireless representative

on the San Jose City Council. 

Sylvia works hard for us

through her public service!

200 new SJ Police Officers, a

20% increase over 2016. 

Burglary Unit has been re‐

stored

Helped to secure funding to re‐

pair every neighborhood street

Doubled number of Neighbor‐

hood Associations in Evergreen 

Helped stop illegal develop‐

ment in Evergreen by leading the

effort to defeat Measure B which

would have increased traffic con‐

gestion

Expanded City after‐school

programs in Evergreen 

Opened a new Teen Center at

Eastridge Mall

Secured over $700,000 in new

San Jose Police Department fund‐

ing through the budget process to

help reduce sexual assaults

Sylvia takes the ACTIONS we

need!

She has the support of our San

Jose Police Officers and Firefight‐

ers, the Sierra Club and the

League of Conservation Voters.

Please strongly consider cast‐

ing your vote for the re‐election

of Sylvia Arenas on March 3 as

our San Jose Councilmember for

District 8. 

Maria Fuentes, Trustee, 
San Jose Evergreen Community
College District
Evangeline Sangalang
Daniel & Rosa Reyes
Robert Reese

More LETTERS, next page
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Cortese deserves
reader’s support

Dear editor,

I’m voting for Dave Cortese!

I was born and raised in San

Jose. I moved my family to Ever‐

green in 1995. Shortly after that,

I had the opportunity to meet

Dave Cortese, who was running

for the city council seat in Dis‐

trict 8. I’m a lifelong Republican,

but after getting to know Dave, a

Democrat, that didn’t matter to

me. I believed in his vision for

our community and that he was

someone who would make a dif‐

ference. I have voted for him in

every election he has been in. He

has proven me right by making a

difference for our local schools,

affordable housing and protec‐

tion of the environment. His con‐

sistency while supporting the

Evergreen community, City of

San Jose and the County of Santa

Clara has been steadfast! 

There are several other candi‐

dates running against Dave for

State Senator. However, I don’t

feel that any of them have the

proven track record that Dave

has. Dave has lived and worked

here all his life, as one of his fly‐

ers states, he is “Homegrown.”

Dave has dedicated his political

career to the betterment of the

lives of those he represents. That

is the type of candidate I want

representing my interests as our

State Senator!

Mark Milioto
Evergreen resident

Jim Zito has
courage and 
integrity

Dear editor, 

I am proudly endorsing Jim

Zito for City Council because he

has courage, integrity and tells

the truth even in the face of re‐

cent false vicious personal at‐

tacks by union‐backed special in‐

terest groups. I have known Jim

for 15 years (8 of them serving

on the school board as col‐

leagues), and he has always been

respectful to everyone of all gen‐

ders, faiths and ethnicities. 

Our city and community has

become a divisive place to live. It

is full of fear, dirty politics by In‐

dependent Expenditure special

interest groups with a lot of mon‐

ey, and political pressure tactics.

We need someone like Jim who

will listen to all, is an independ‐

ent thinker, will stand up to spe‐

cial interests, protect our tax dol‐

lars, and work collaboratively

with everyone to solve critical is‐

sues facing our city. The unions

are trying to control the city

council, and the recent attacks on

Jim are part of this larger battle

over the future of our city. 

People need to feel free to vote

privately and not be bullied by

anyone. I have been politically

bullied repeatedly in my last

eight years as a school board

member, but I will stand tall and

not yield to harassment by peo‐

ple who want to tell me how to

vote and whom to endorse. 

So I’m voting for Jim Zito, and I

hope you will too. But above all,

let’s move beyond fear and find a

way to move our community and

city forward in unity.

Bonnie Mace
Evergreen resident

Lancaster 
introduces self

Dear editor,

Recently I filed to run for the

office of State Assembly, District

#27 here in California.  

Many people have asked me

“Who are you and what are your

background and positions?”  So I

am writing to you, the editor of

the Evergreen Times to let me tell

a little of my story.  

I was born in San Francisco

and grew up in East Palo Alto.  I

attended the California Maritime

Academy and have had a long ca‐

reer consulting with many coun‐

tries, governments and compa‐

nies. My main message to all of

them was the same as I bring

here to District 27.  The message is

conservative management. Don’t

spend more than you make.  Take

care of your people.  

I am not a politician, but I am a

businessman.  My background in

engineering, economic and mar‐

keting is skill sets that I bring to

this office.  I am not a “me too”

person.  On the other hand I have

had many years of conciliation in

groups around the world.   

So I would ask and hope that

you would vote for me for As‐

semblyman for District 27.

G. Burt Lancaster
Evergreen resident  
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Closures
Continued from page 1
Evergreen School District Board
of Trustees. “However, our Board
of Trustees is moving forward
with this decision because we
need to do what is best for all stu‐
dents as we face closing a $12
million financial shortfall and de‐
clining enrollment.” 

In addition to the Superinten‐
dent’s School Consolidation Advi‐
sory Committee, stakeholders
were provided a number of op‐
portunities to remain informed
and engaged throughout the
process through the School Con‐
solidation website, videos, two
Board of Trustees public hear‐
ings, various community input
sessions and information meet‐
ings over the past two months, as
well as district leadership meet‐
ings with staff members and fam‐
ilies at Dove Hill and Laurelwood
Elementary Schools.

Evergreen School District is ap‐
pointing a transition team to co‐
ordinate different activities to fa‐
cilitate a smooth transition for
students and staff of the affected
schools over the next few
months, including activities for
families to interact with the new
campuses, staffing re‐assign‐
ments, and the movement of sup‐
plies and equipment to the new
school campuses.
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Otto Lee meets with Evergreen residents
Santa Clara County Supervisorial candidate Otto Lee an‐

swered questions at a meeting with Evergreen residents on
Feb.23. Issues the candidate covered included public safety,
transportation, government spending and the housing crisis. 

The “meet and greet” was organized by former Vice May‐
or Rose Herrera who is endorsing Lee. “Otto Lee is our best
choice for Supervisor in our District,” Herrera said.  “As a for‐
mer Sunnyvale Mayor and decorated Navy Commander,
Otto has a track record of getting things done on the environment , balancing budgets, and
bringing people together to solve problems. He’s an independent thinker, smart, as successful
attorney, with a passion to serve.”

Otto said he enjoys visiting with Evergreen residents to understand their concerns and

point of view. “I hope to give them a voice on the board of supervisors,” said Lee.     

T
he East Side Union High School District
Board of Trustees voted unanimously
in a meeting last week to cut $23 mil‐

lion from its budget and eliminate 125 full‐
time positions across the district’s 16
schools, citing a severe lack of funding.

The board believes there may be a way to
avoid the layoffs by voting to hire a third par‐
ty auditor to study the financial condition of
the District. 

The audience pleaded with the Board to
stop the cuts, which includes the elimination
of 26 student advisers, 24.6 counselors, 11
custodians, along with other classified and
certificated positions.

Whatever the outcome, educators will not
be cut, only community involvement special‐
ists, service technicians and custodians. 

“If we can find a way to not do layoffs this
year I will grab it,” said District Board Mem‐
ber J. Manuel Herrera “I am committed to
finding a way out of this folks because if you

don’t, it is hard on everybody, including the
board.” 

ESUHSD Superintendent Chris Funk told
the Evergreen Times that the upcoming budg‐
et cuts are due to a “structural deficit that has
been caused by the state under funding pub‐
lic education, declining enrollment and in‐
creased costs associated with step and col‐
umn, pensions, health benefits, the rising cost
to transportation, providing student meals
and the increased cost to serve our special
needs population. The cuts will severely im‐
pact the supportive structures that we have
put in place the last eight years.”

Among the ideas Funk said could wipe
away the certificated layoffs are:

• An increase to class size by two
• Cutting back on one staff development for

the 2020/2021 school year
• Finding savings in our benefits plan.  
“All of these ideas need to be negotiated,”

Funk said.

East Side Union High School District Board approves $23
million budget cut, staff layoffs; educators will not be cut

Justan Su of Evergreen
named to Dean’s List
at Georgia Tech

Justan Su of Evergreen Valley made the
Dean's List at the Georgia Institute of Tech‐
nology. 

This designation is awarded to under‐
graduate students who have a 3.0 or higher
academic average for the semester.

Su serves as External Vice President of the
Multicultural Greek Council (MGC) at Geor‐
gia Tech, comprised of 5 multicultural frater‐
nities and sororities.

One of the nation's leading research uni‐
versities, Georgia Institute of Technology is
ranked among the nation's top five public

universities by U.S. News & World Report. 



CBD oil
and pets

By Dr. Raj Singh
Special to the Times

E
veryone these days has
heard about CBD oil which is
an all‐natural oil that has

been used in humans for many
years for numerous medical con‐
ditions. 

Can your pet benefit from
CBD oil or treats? 

The CBD business is growing
and now it’s a popular medicine.
People care about their pets these
days and want to do what’s right
for their pet, including the option
of using CBD Oil.

What is CBD?
Cannabidiol is an extract from

flowers – buds of can‐
nabis – hemp plants
but it has very low to
virtually zero of this
chemical called THC so
it will not get your pet
"high" unlike marijua‐
na. Hemp derived CBD
oil is legal in all 50
States.

Is CBD oil safe for
pets?

Many vets have
started to use CBD oil
for dogs and cats while veterinary
scientific research is still in the
early stages. Surveys show that
pet owners are buying CBD to
treat conditions like cancer, sei‐
zures, arthritis, and anxiety.  Over‐
all healthy dogs tolerate CBD well
but can have minor side effects
like mild diarrhea and slightly high
liver values.. No long term adverse
effects of CBD were seen in dogs.
Also pet parents share their sto‐
ries on online forums or social
media regarding their experience
with CBD use.

How can CBD help your pet?
Just like humans, pets have the

same endo/neuro system that
helps them to reap the benefits of
CBD oil. This system allows the ac‐
tive ingredients in CBD to relieve
many symptoms and chronic con‐
ditions like anxiety, stress, moder‐
ate to severe pain, inflammation,

arthritis, joint pain,
seizures, symptoms of
cancer, nausea and di‐
gestive problems.

What is a good
quality CBD oil?

There are many im‐
portant factors when
buying CBD oil.  High
quality CBD oil is toxin
free and made from or‐
ganic hemp. It should
be processed by using
methods like cold

press extraction and should be
tested by an independent compa‐
ny. 

The level of THC is very important
as higher levels can be harmful for
your pet so look for products with
less than 0.3% THC. There are a lot
of CBD products and treats in the
market so be sure to do your re‐
search regarding the pros and cons,
ingredients, pricing, dosing, etc. and
read reviews for the best CBD oil for
pets. 

CBD can be a part of your pet's
comprehensive care plan so talk
with your veterinarian to discuss all
possible options to manage your
pet's ailment.

Editor’s note: Questions for this
column may be directed to Dr.
Singh’s email address: forpetvet@
yahoo.com; 408.270.4600; Aborn
Pet Clinic, 3286 S White Rd, San
Jose, CA 95148.
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Your Pet
and You
By Dr. Raj Singh

Veterinarian
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Festival of courage and strength re‑
turns Sunday, March 15 

By Kevin Larsen
Times Staff Writer

I
t all takes place on the hillside of one of
San Jose’s most beautiful landmarks: San
Jose Gurdwara Hola Mohalla Festival on

Sunday, March 15. 
The event is complementary for everyone

to attend; no entrance or parking fees and
delicious free food is provided on plates
with beverages all day long, including differ‐
ent flavors of ice cream.  Also, anyone of all
ages can participate in any sports or of
course just to observe is great fun. Some‐
times when we see others competing it in‐
spires us to get active and consider develop‐
ing healthy and strong habits in how we choose
to live our lives.

The purpose of the event is to encourage
all people to be healthy and engage in phys‐
ical sports and challenges which help give a
person well rounded physical and mental
health. People of all ages enter into chal‐
lenges of sports and skill demonstrations.
Another purpose of this festival is to educate
the community about the Sikhs and the peo‐
ple of India. It is an opportunity for every‐
one to have wonderful conversations and to
bring all closer together with understanding
and love for one another.

Throughout the world the Festival of
Courage and Strength referred to as the
Hola Mohalla is held   yearly by the Sikhs.
Their mission is helping each person in
building strength and welcoming all to
know that we are all brothers and sisters, all
connected and here to help one another. The
Sikhs do not proselytize or try to get people
to join their religion instead they believe the
entire human race is connected and each re‐
ligion can work in its own way to achieve the
virtuousness of God.

"We want everyone to know that this fes‐
tival belongs to everyone and all are wel‐
come to come and enjoy it to build new
friendships and understanding,” states a
Sikh leader. It is clear that this festival is a
representation of love from the Sikhs to all
people in this area and beyond.  

President of the Gurdwara, Mr. Bob
Dhillon states: “This is a festival where you
can come and enjoy events with your family
and walk around to enjoy the activities.  We
welcome you as our guests and hope you
have a wonderful time.”

Booths of food & wares
There will be food booths offering com‐

plementary mouthwatering delicious hand‐
made culturally authentic foods, including
ice cream. There will also be many booths
that will feature authentic traditional Indian

wares (clothing items, kid’s toys, jewelry
and more) for purchase. It is like walking
through a bazaar in India. Community infor‐
mation booths will feature San Jose Agencies
and the availability of complimentary services.

The girl on the train
Long ago in India it is said that an elderly

man had to put his granddaughter on a train
to a city far away. She needed to go alone
and the older man wanted to protect her. He
asked a Sikh gentleman to sit with his grand‐
daughter in the same compartment to en‐
sure her safe passage. This was done and it
all has to do with the tenants of the Sikh reli‐
gion and how honorable it is to the welfare
of all in our world. It also demonstrates the
importance of having strength and courage
inside each person’s heart.

The Protectors
The Sikhs have many cherished religious

tenants which promote goodness in our
world and in giving back to those in need.
Their beliefs are composed of equality be‐
tween man and woman and much more. The
founder of the Sikh religion Guru Nanak Dev
Ji saw the world suffering and urged every
person of faith to seek within their hearts
that there is one creator which exists every‐
where   regardless of religion color or creed.
The Sikhs care and protect our world and
thus many refer to them as “The Protectors.”
One of ten great leaders of the Sikh religion,
Guru Gobind Singh Sahib Ji believed in
teaching all to defend themselves with regard
to building up courage and strength in the
heart and mind.  Be strong, it is good. His wis‐
dom is the reason why we are able to observe
and actually participate in the Festival of
Courage of Strength today on an annual basis.

Building strength and courage
Hola Mohalla focuses on building up your

own personal strength and courage in all
you do. You and your family can join in and
observe many athletic competitions such as
Tug of War (different competitions for
gents, ladies and children), Running Races
for adults and children, Martial Arts, com‐
petitive games and performances, Volleyball
and Basketball competitions, Horseback
Riding competitions, and Pony Rides for the
little ones.  Just watching the youngsters
navigate the saddle and ride the circular
track is a joy to observe and will bring a
smile to your face.  

Historical Significance of the Gurdwara
You can also take a tour and learn about

the culture as the San Jose Gurdwara, the
largest in the United States, is open to the
public year round and is certainly one of the
most beautiful places in the world.  Many
say it is very peaceful and relaxing just to be

See FESTIVAL, page 14

Times Community News

San Jose Gurdwara Hola Mohalla
Festival completely complimentary
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Primrose School of Evergreen
celebrates grand opening   

By William Bellou
Publisher

P
rimrose School of Evergreen celebrated their grand
opening with the community on   Feb. 15 which included
a ribbon cutting attended by San Jose City Councilwomen

Sylvia Arenas and Magdalena Carrasco, and Santa Clara Coun‐
ty Supervisor Dave Cortese.

“At Primrose School of Evergreen, we look forward to hav‐
ing the privilege of partnering with parents to help shape chil‐
dren’s minds and lay the foundation for future success,” said
Bejal Patel, Owner of Primrose School of Evergreen. “We aim to
develop well‐rounded children that not only excel academical‐
ly but we also nurture their crucial executive function skills by
promoting generosity, empathy and more so children develop
a foundation that empowers them to be anything they want
when they grow up.”

The event featured family‐friendly activities including a pet‐
ting zoo, face painting, a balloon artist, a coloring station, scav‐
enger hunts, an obstacle course and a visit from Primrose
friend Percy the Rooster!  Throughout the event, children and
their parents were treated to healthy snacks and lunch from
the Primrose Balanced Menu. 

Councilmember Sylvia Arenas commemorated the school's
official grand opening. 

“As you all know my biggest focus as a councilmember has
been families,” Arenas said. “I have a family‐friendly initiative.
I’ve made sure that our schools have more after school care.
When I heard that you were going to focus on children I
thought it was amazing, because we need as many people sup‐
porting our children, supporting our family so they’re ready
for our workforce and for their generation, and we need to in‐
vest early in their lives.”    

Reyad Katwan, president of Scw Aborn, owners of the build‐
ing, explained that the property’s history goes back 160 years
to when brothers Louis and Pierre established the Mirassou

Winery, which is the oldest wine making family in America.  
“We love that Primrose School of Evergreen emphasizes

hands‐on education. The learning experience is fun for the
kids, yet impactful and encourages them to explore new things
outside the school as well,” said Smitha, a parent at the school. 

“Primrose is a premium family experience that promotes
the child's inner desires to become curious and adventurous
through rich educational experiences,” said Marisa Valdez,
Center Director. “The school serves children ages 6 week in‐
fants to 5 years old and offers after school care for children in
kindergarten through fifth grade.”

Primrose encourages a child to be a child by focusing on
building children’s confidence and independence, so they feel
comfortable venturing out, exploring on their own and asking
questions – all of which help them develop a love of learning
they take with them into elementary school and beyond.   

The 15,000‐square‐foot Primrose of Evergreen building has
12 private classrooms and nearly 14,000 square feet of secure,
age‐appropriate playground area. Additional features include
a Primrose Patch for gardening and nature studies.     

More information about the school is available at Prim‑
roseEvergreen.com.  Photo credit: Triphoto

Milan restaurant goes up for sale;
not good ‘sign’ say some residents 

By William Bellou
Publisher

A
“For Sale” sign on the side of Mi‐
lan restaurant went up Sunday
morning, Feb. 16. Milan was

Evergreen’s upscale restaurant which
was the “go to place” for those want‐
ing something more than a fast food
offering. The asking price: $199,000. 

Many residents said Milan’s demise
was “not a good sign” meaning that
another restaurant has closed in
Evergreen. Milan is the third restaurant at its location to close.   

Many patrons enjoyed relaxing on Milan’s outdoor patio
overlooking the vineyards, while enjoying their traditional
Italian dishes which were prepared using only fresh ingredi‐
ents as the restaurant did not use a freezer.  

Well, I’m glad our family had many memorable gatherings
including multiple birthdays and Mother’s day with friends
and family. The varied lunch and dinner menu was a delight,
the waiters attentive, had a great bar selection for a small
restaurant and conveniently nearby,” said a Milan patron.  “I
was so rooting for Milan’s longevity in our neighborhood. It
won’t matter whether it’s another Italian or new fare, unless

we support the business it won't survive.”
Some in the community said that Milan’s prices were out of

reach for those on a limited budget, especially college students
and seniors, while others said prices were moderate. Spaghet‐
ti and meatballs and lasagna sold for $20. Salads were sold a la
carte for $7. 

This area can’t support any place which charges more than
$15 per entrée,” explained Evergreen resident Rick Lane on a
social media site. “Best options for this area would be restau‐
rants which are moderately priced no frills eateries, which
place less emphasis on service and ambiance, but more em‐
phasis on food quality and value.”

Residents have been offering their ideas on the type of
restaurant that could flourish at the 3,200 sq. ft. Milan site lo‐
cated on San Felipe Rd.  

Here are some comments from Evergreen residents:
“As to this location in particular, Pasta Pomodoro was there

for 14 years. They closed because the parent company made
mistakes that both alienated their customers (as all of them
were struggling in their last two years) and they had steady
price increases with declines in both service and quality after
Adriano Paganini sold the chain.”

“Aqui's Cal‐Mex would be a great restaurant at that location;
my family would dine there once a week instead of driving to
the Snell location. The food is great and it’s reasonably priced
which makes for a great value.”

“I also would love a good burger
place. Not a run of the mill fast food
burger.”

“Businesses have a hard time mak‐
ing it in Evergreen with the high
prices landlords charge. Milan’s rent
is nearly $11,000 per month.”  

“I loved Milan. The food was al‐
ways delicious, but parking at this
shopping center is a problem.”

“If I’m paying $20+ for a pasta dish,
I am eating at Maggianos or Old
Spaghetti Factory.”

“How about Coconut Fish's Cafe?”
“How about a good ole great traditional pub? …the kind you

see in The UK. Full bar with beer on tap, fish & chips (fries), dif‐
ferent meat pies, bangers and mash, burgers, sandwiches, etc.”

“The minimum wage has increased 50% in four years, mak‐
ing it difficult for restaurants to operate in San Jose. Add to that
the high rents and it's easy to understand why they went out of
business.” Photo credit: Lou Alexander
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Festival
Continued from page 11
there. Ask about their history museum and you will be
amazed. They have many complementary programs which
you can find out about including Yoga. Their kitchen (Langer)
is open 365 days of the year to offer delicious hot hand made
vegetarian foods to anyone who enters at no cost.  The Gurd‐
wara is very accepting and welcoming to all people of all cul‐
tures and religions.  At the day of the event, if you like, there
are times for free tours of the history room where visitors with
a guide can learn more about the Sikh culture or you can come
back another day and do more exploring. 

Take the shuttle or just walk in
For the past nine years the festival has grown in attendance.

There is free parking in the Gurdwara and that fills up by
morning and so many park along Gurdwara Avenue or at the
schools where a free shuttle runs which will bring you to the
site and back to your car later in the day. There are also shut‐
tles from nearby schools and you can drive your car and walk
into the main festival area on the field. More than 250 volun‐
teers assist in the festival from prep to monitoring and to com‐
pletion and clean up. Everything is done like clockwork be‐
cause the volunteers and oversight leaders are extremely pro‐
fessional in ensuring this family friendly festival runs smooth‐
ly and is of great enjoyment and meaningful to all visitors.  

Editor’s Note: To get to the San Jose Gurdwara go to Quimby
Road. Go all the way up the hill and the Gurdwara is on the right.
Also, you can park your car at Evergreen High school part way
up the hill and take a shuttle to the Gurdwara. Shuttles are also
available at Carolyn Clark Elementary School and run all day
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. For more information visit: sanjosegurd‑
wara.org or contact Kirpal Atwal (408) 835‑7712.  

Times Features



S
an José City Councilwoman
Sylvia Arenas has pledged
$20,000 from her council of‐

fice budget to ensure that eligible
children in District 8 have access to
city recreation opportunities and
programs. 

Arenas has already covered
more than $8,000 of scholarships
for programs run by the Evergreen
Community Center, so that District
8 children can afford to participate.
The increase to $20,000 adds
$12,000 more in dedicated funding. 

“No child in San Jose should be denied ac‐
cess to our city’s recreation programs be‐
cause we run out of scholarships – yet for the
last few years, that’s exactly what has hap‐
pened,” Arenas said. “By carefully managing
my council office budget, I am able to repur‐
pose $20,000 to fund scholarships for our
kids – but what we really need is for the city to
reform its scholarship process – which I will
continue working to solve using the city’s
budget process.” 

In the upcoming budget season, Council‐
woman Arenas plans to request funds for
scholarships reform to support healthy, ac‐
tive families in disadvantaged communities. 

“We know that when kids are involved in
sports or extra‐curricular activities, they’re
also more likely to be successful in school and
be positive influences in their communities,”
Angel Rios, Deputy City Manager remarked.
“These scholarships from Councilwoman
Arenas will help provide more children with
recreation opportunities, but more impor‐
tantly, a chance at a stronger future”. 

“Maintaining low‐cost programs that pro‐
vide a safe place for children to learn and
grow is a priority. Scholarships ensure all
children have access to quality education and
recreation,” said Jon Cicirelli, Director of the
Department of Parks, Recreation, and Neigh‐
borhood Services. “We award over $1 million
in scholarships annually, but the need out‐
paces available funding. This commitment
from Councilmember Arenas allows more
San Jose families to access an exciting mix of
recreational and educational fun.” 

Last year, Councilwoman Sylvia Arenas
worked with various community partners,
residents, and city departments to re‐open a
shuttered neighborhood center in the Welch
Park community that sat inactive for decades.
She remains determined to help families

thrive in healthy, active neighborhoods that
offer safe spaces for everyone to enjoy. 

Councilwoman Sylvia Arenas is a proud na‐
tive of San José. Sylvia and her husband have
lived in Evergreen for over 15 years, and it is
where they are raising their two children. As a
daughter of immigrant parents who taught
Sylvia the value of hard work and the impor‐
tance of serving others, Sylvia has dedicated
her career to public service. For over twenty
years, she has worked on public policy and
community issues including serving on the
Evergreen Elementary School District Board. 

Arenas serves as the Chair of the Neighbor‑
hood Services and Education Committee of the
San José City Council.
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City Councilwoman Arenas commits $20K from office
budget for recreation scholarships for Evergreen families 

Councilwoman Sylvia Arenas has pledged $20,000 from her
council office budget to ensure that eligible children in District 8
have access to city recreation opportunities and programs. 
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Healing Touch Chiropractic Clinic
2724 Aborn Road, San Jose, CA 95121

* Introductory Price Available for First Time Clients *
Ask About Our Discount Massage Package!
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Expires 3/30/20
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Swedish Massage
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Massage Therapy
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DISCOUNT:
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(408) 254-1949

A
lumni from the past 50 years, past and
present administrators, teachers, staff,
students, parents and the community

are invited to celebrate Silver Creek High
School’s 50th Anniversary. 

This important milestone in the school’s
history will take place on March 15 from 12‐
5 p.m. on the Silver Creek High School Cam‐
pus. The event, organized by the 50th An‐
niversary Committee of SCHS and SCHS
PTSA, is open to the public free of charge. 

Silver Creek High School which was
founded and opened in the fall of 1969 has
been an important part of the lives of its
many students, administrators, teachers and
staff over the last 50 years. 

“Silver Creek High School’s 50th Anniver‐
sary event provides a great opportunity to
honor the memories we hold near and dear
to our hearts and a chance to bring alumni,
students and the community together to cel‐
ebrate our great school,” said Linda Si‐
queiros Conroy, SCHS 50th Anniversary
Chair. 

Some of the activities planned for the
event include: A commendation from Dis‐
trict 8 San Jose City Councilwoman Sylvia
Arenas, Campus Tours, Meet and Greet for
Alumni, teachers, and friends, music through
the years from 1969‐2020, live entertain‐
ment and displays by the art department,
PTSA & Campus clubs, a car show, raffle to
benefit the PTSA, food trucks, and campus
club fundraising activities. 

Members of the Silver Creek High School
Reunion Committee are: Chair, Linda Si‐
queiros Conroy, Class of ’74; Millard Hamp‐

ton, Class of ’74; Annette Hammonds, Class
of ’77; Anthony MacArthur, Class of ’80;
Grace Moschella‐O'Brien, Class of ’80; Lisa
Gatewood, Class of ’81; Brenda Greenhalgh,
Class of ’81; Guy Black, Class of ’82; Jennifer
Bradley Selden, Class of ’82.

For more information you can go to
scalumni.net or contact Linda Siqueiros Con‐
roy by email: scraider74@aol.com

Silver Creek High School is located at: 3434
Silver Creek Road San Jose, CA 95121; (408)
966‑5703. 

Silver Creek alumni from the first graduating class
of 1970 walk into the stadium during last year’s
homecoming game. Pictured are Charlene Masu-
da McNeil, James Watkins, and Rhonda Garner.
Also pictured is Debbie Masuda Boyer (74’) and
Mike Boyer (75’).

Silver Creek High School Alumni to celebrate
school’s 50th Anniversary: March 15

Silver Creek High School Alumni from 1970-2019.
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Election
Continued from page 1
measures.

An unofficial reason for moving Califor‐
nia’s presidential primary from June to
March was that presidential hopefuls
would feel obligated to cultivate Califor‐
nia’s political figures, making them more
relevant or at least feeding their egos.

Moreover, it was believed, if California
Sen. Kamala Harris could shine in the early
rounds of caucuses and primaries, her
home state could give her presidential am‐
bitions a very big boost.

So how’s all of that working out? Not par‐
ticularly well.

Harris was briefly the Democratic flavor
of the week but wound up as an early
dropout. Other candidates have swooped
into the state periodically, mostly to raise
money. But in their rare public appear‐
ances, they rarely make special efforts to
respond to California issues.

Michael Bloomberg, the uber‐wealthy
former mayor of New York City, is a late
bloomer and has ignored other states
while spending heavily in hopes of making
a big splash in California. He’s garnered
many endorsements but the latest tracking
poll by data guru Paul Mitchell for Capitol
Weekly has him with only an outside
chance of winning any delegates.

Fellow billionaire Tom Steyer, a Californ‐
ian, is barely registering at all.

Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders and former
South Bend Mayor Pete Buttigieg topped
the first two contests in Iowa and New
Hampshire and Mitchell’s polling in early
February confirmed that they are leading
the pack in California. Former Vice Presi‐

dent Joe Biden, an early leader in Califor‐
nia, and Massachusetts Sen. Elizabeth War‐
ren are fading here as they have nationally.

In other words, California is not standing
out as an arena for changing the patterns
developing elsewhere. Our March 3 pri‐
mary will be only one of 16 on that day,
which has been dubbed Super Tuesday,
and our drawn‐out voting system virtually
blocks the state from having a big impact.

We really don’t have an election day but
rather an election month ending on March
3. Most voting is by mail and it’s already un‐
derway. And as mail voting was beginning,
the state Legislature changed the rules to
allow more “no party preference” voters to
cast ballots for one of the Democratic can‐
didates.

We won’t know definitely who won what
until early April because of the state’s labo‐
rious system of deciding which ballots are
legitimately to be counted and because the
Democratic Party awards delegates both
by congressional district and statewide,
with minimum vote thresholds of 15% for
candidates to win anything anywhere.

Chances are very high that by the time
California actually reports its results in
April and divvies up its delegates, out‐
comes in other Super Tuesday states, as
well as the Nevada caucuses and South Car‐
olina primary, will have pretty much set‐
tled who has a commanding lead.

The net impact of moving California’s
primary from June to March may not be
how it affects presidential politics but how
an eight month gap between primary and
general elections affects choices for legisla‐
tive, congressional and local government
offices. 

Dan Walters is a CalMatters columnist.

H
ere are six simple tips to increase
safety and keep your car running
longer over time:  

1. Ignoring the Check Engine Light ‐ Ig‐
noring an illuminated check engine light
can result in serious engine trouble and
costly repairs.

2. Failing to change fluids and filters ‐
Many fluids are required for the operation
and protection of vehicle systems and
components.

3. Neglecting your tires ‐ Your vehicle’s
tires should be checked frequently for in‐
flation and tread depth. 

4. Not following a service schedule ‐ Be‐
cause many car parts and components
wear out or become damaged over time,
vehicles need to be routinely serviced in
order to perform optimally.

5. Keeping a dirty car ‐ Allowing your
car to go too long without a wash leads to
buildup of damaging chemicals and dirt,
increases the potential for rust from road
salt and interferes with proper visibility
needed for safe driving.

6. Being a severe driver. Stop‐and‐go
traffic, long trips, extreme weather condi‐
tions, rough roads or heavy loads all play a
role in being a severe driver. It can some‐

times be difficult to limit severe driving
conditions.

If you’re concerned about your vehicle
for whatever reason stop by. We’ll be hap‐
py to assist you. 

If you have a question regarding your
vehicle email us at sosautorepair2004@
gmail.com, if your question is published
you’ll receive a free oil change!

‐Your friends at SOS AUTO REPAIR 
SOS Auto Repair is located at: 3519 San

Felipe Road, San Jose, Ca. 95135: (408) 477‑
2242

SOS AUTO REPAIR’S “QUICK TIPS”

6 ways we are killing our cars
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F
oothill Community Concert Series is
pleased to present ENSEMBLE ARI
Saturday, February 29th, 7:00 pm at

Foothill Community Presbyterian Church,
5301 McKee Road, San Jose.

“Ari” is a Korean word with multiple
meanings: big river, wisdom and beauty.
Ensemble Ari is a group of Korean Ameri‐
can musicians in the Bay Area who wants
to share this quality with the community.
The group’s mission is to bridge Korea and
other communities through western in‐
struments while honoring Korean history
and culture. 

The remarkable artists in Ensemble Ari
are Heeguen Song, violin (Associate Con‐
certmaster of the San Francisco Ballet Or‐
chestra); Jiwon Evelyn Kwark, violin, (As‐
sociate Concertmistress of the Berkeley
Symphony), Sarah Hong, cello, (award
winning artist and member of over 5 musi‐
cal ensembles and groups) and Sharon Lee
Kim, piano (professor of music at Saint
Mary’s College of California).

Ensemble Ari will perform American

composer Amy Beach's Trio. Beach's Pi‐
ano Trio shows her mastery and idiomatic
writing that negates the belief that
“women cannot write like men,” which
prevailed during her lifetime. She is re‐
membered as a central figure in the histo‐
ry of women in music. Also included on the
program is César Franck Sonata and Amy
Beach's Romance for violin and piano.  

Tickets are available at the door, or on‐
line at www.fcpcsanjose.com/fccs. 

Admission: $20 advance / $22.50 door.
Children 12 and under are admitted free.

Ensemble Ari to perform at Foothill 
Community Presbyterian Church: Feb. 29

MOVIE REVIEW

Call of the 
Wild (2020)

By Joshua Kim
Special to the Times

C
all of the Wild (2020) is the latest film
adaptation of the beloved 1903 nov‐
el by Jack London that remains a

touchstone in the teaching of American lit‐
erature. 

The movie follows essentially the same
story beats as the novel, albeit in a more
family friendly manner, and tells the story
of Buck, a dog who is taken from his comfy
home in Santa Clara, California, and a sym‐
pathetic prospector named John Thornton
(played by Harrison Ford) and the adven‐
tures they have in the wilderness of the
Yukon Territory.

There are many things that are to like
about this film adaptation. First, the por‐
trayal of the vast expanse of the Yukon Ter‐
ritory is a visual delight. Whether it is the
barren and snow‐laden hilltops during the
winter, or the lush forests during the
spring, there is so much color and texture
in the film that looks gorgeous on the big
screen. In addition, the film has some gen‐
uinely great moments of excitement and
heartfelt emotion, undoubtedly made bet‐
ter by the grizzled, yet terrific perform‐
ance by Harrison Ford. 

These positive aspects, however, were
sometimes overshadowed by the glaring
overuse of distracting CGI throughout the
film. While we have had stunning advance‐
ments in photorealistic CG animals in re‐
cent years such as in the newest adapta‐
tions of The Lion King, The Jungle Book and
Life of Pi, the CGI used in this film falls
short. The digitally constructed animals al‐

ways seemed painfully out of place with
their environments and moved and acted
in ways that aren’t typical of their real life
counterparts. The use of CG animals had
some benefits, however, such as allowing
for a more sympathetic and emotive por‐
trayal of our animal protagonist, Buck.

Overall, Call of the Wild is a competently
made family friendly film that has a lot to
love. While the use of CGI is distracting at
times, that shouldn’t stop fans of the novel
from enjoying this new adaptation and
what it has to offer, especially in its beauti‐
ful portrayal of the Yukon Territory and a
great performance by Harrison Ford

Score: 6.5/10
Questions and comments contact me at:

Jk5505@nyu.edu 
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Zito
Continued from page 1
a 10‐year member of the Evergreen
School District board and former San
Jose planning commissioner who
worked in biotech, lost the endorse‐
ments of Mayor Sam Liccardo, Mayor
Chuck Reed, Council member Pam Fo‐
ley, the Silicon Valley Organization PAC
and the Mercury News editorial board.
But even though Zito lost some en‐
dorsements, the Business San Jose
Chamber PAC, Evergreen School District
Board Trustee Bonnie Mace and former
Board Trustee Balaji Venkatraman, for‐
mer City Council candidate Jimmy
Nguyen, Eastside Union High School
District Board Trustee Van Le, Citizens
for Fiscal Responsibility, and former
City Council candidate Pat Waite, con‐
tinue to endorse Zito.

“While I understand that these allega‐
tions were made in the contentious en‐
vironment of a political campaign by
Mr. Zito’s opponents, they are suffi‐
ciently troubling to cause me to with‐
draw my endorsement,” Liccardo wrote
in a tweet.

San Jose Police Officers’ Association
President Paul Kelly, whose organiza‐
tion obtained copies of the divorce pa‐
pers for attack ads commended the en‐
dorsement withdrawals.

The attack website listed several con‐
tentious items based on his ex‐wife’s di‐
vorce papers. These included her claims
that he exhibited controlling behavior
and that he was involved in a public dis‐
agreement with his daughter over pos‐
session of her passport. The dispute
over the passport resulted in a Civil
Standby with police. However, there
were no charges or complaints filed
against Zito. 

‘I gave the voters full access to my fi‐
nal custody agreement where the judge
dismissed all allegations 13 years ago
and awarded joint custody to both of
us,” Zito said.

“As for the “list of demands” outlined
by his ex‐wife in the court documents,
Zito said most allegations — such as his
wife not being allowed to have a debit
card— were “nonsense.” 

“There is no question in my mind that
the POA — whose job it is to protect and
serve — went after my family with
grossly misleading, one‐sided informa‐
tion and brought my kids into this, and
are trying to make sure I won’t get that
seat, because they want the unions to
control our city council,” Zito said. ”And
none of it is true.”

Arenas responded to the details out‐
lined in Zito’s divorce documents, de‐
nouncing the alleged abuse. “No one
should ever have to live through domes‐
tic abuse. But, too often, women and
children live silently in fear, because
they believe that their voices won’t be
heard, and they will not be protected.
That’s why I’ve been leading the effort
to improve the process and response
within the police department to sexual
assault crimes. With the support of my
female council colleagues, we are turn‐
ing the corner and bringing survivors
out of the shadows. It’s vital that we
send a clear message that we believe
women, and will support survivors as
they come forward. I would be gravely
concerned to have someone with a doc‐
umented history of abuse overseeing
the Police Department’s protection of
women and children who face abuse
and violence.”

“It’s unfortunate that Ms. Arenas has
chosen to ignore my supporters’ plea
for her to denounce dirty politics and
these patently false personal attacks by
the POA, meanwhile insisting that I and
others denounce the personal attacks
on her by the SVO, which I did. I want to
bring the campaign back to discussing
the issues because it seems that Ms.
Arenas is not,” Zito said.

Evergreen community leader Jean Va‐
lencia McCauley sent a letter to the
Evergreen Times explaining why the at‐
tack website and ads were produced.
“As Jim’s campaign soared, union back‐
ers became concerned,” McCauley said.
“Jim was not a rubber stamp to high
pensions and infinite raises. Desperate
times call for desperate measures and
so the unions responded. It’s a sad day in
America when unions attempt to control
our government and destroy an innocent
person for their self‐serving agenda.”



By Frank Shortt
Times staff writer

A
t the end of January Ever‐
green Valley was at 80% of
normal in our rainfall and

the  the skies around Evergreen
had produced some of the most
amazing painter’s dreams that
could be imagined.  

Going into February the possi‐
bilities for rain looked exception‐

ally good.  But alas, the last signifi‐
cant rain recorded was on January
29. A high pressure has settled
over California holding any rain
clouds from gathering in the Bay
Area and points south. We are not
privy to what is holding this high
pressure in the area. Instead, we
have experienced very high tem‐
peratures in the daylight hours,
with low temperatures happening

at night. 
Along Thompson Creek, even

with the small stream that has
persisted in running with no rain,
a mini springtime has happened
due to the summer‐like weather.
The Buckeye trees are budding
out with wonderful patterns that
should be happening much later.
The lone wild Almond tree along‐

See WEATHER, next page
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Call to schedule 
your tour!

Times Cover Story

Pondering the weather patterns in Evergreen and beyond

Going into February the possibilities for rain looked exceptionally good.  But alas, the
last significant rain recorded was on January 29.  
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DAVID & VICKI
HARRIS

2921 Villages Parkway,
San Jose

(408) 754-1572

Times Cover Story

KERRY
SEXTON

ksexton@apr.com
silvercreekvalley4sale.com

(408) 476-4844

ERIC PARKER AND
NICKI BROWN

Eric Parker | 408.202.9000
eparker@apr.com
License # 01017235

Nicki Brown | 408.781.7389
nbrown@apr.com
License # 01272467

LISA
GAULT

GaultLisa@gmail.com
www.FindHomesAndLoans.net

(408) 202-1959

Thinking of selling? 
27+ yrs. experience

William Bailon Singh
Broker/Owner
408-859-9722

DRE 01086284

Evergreen Real Estate Directory

Want to 
submit a 

news item
for the 

Evergreen Times?
Press day: March 11, 2020
Deadline: March 8, 2020

Write to editorial@timesmediainc.com

Weather
Continued from previous page
side Thompson creek has pro‐
duced a splay of pink very flatter‐
ing to the eyes. The Hen and
Chicks plants are blooming in‐
stead of waiting until summer to
strut their stuff. All nature is in
turmoil! Squirrels are frisking
around thinking it is time to bring
forth their young. Birds are flit‐
ting about looking for possible
niches for their nests. This false
spring could possibly be the fore‐
runner of a wet March. 

The last dry February in Cali‐
fornia was recorded in 1864
when nary a drop of rain fell on
the dry and cracking landscape.
The possibility of having rain af‐
ter all these plants have bloomed
could cause fruit and vegetable
prices to go up during the sum‐
mer. Rainfall could damage trees
and plants to the point that they
will not bear when it is needed
most. 

Weather forecasters on local
television channels are express‐
ing their fear of what could hap‐
pen if rain does not appear in
March and April. Even with Old
Thompson Creek running full in
past years, she is at a trickle. Even
with a lot of rain in March, she
would not stay full for very long
as summer approaches. As one
travels from North to South in
California the same story is being
told; clear skies as far as the eye
can see. There is not much hope
of more snow pack in the Sierras.
This is what produces most of our
potable water in California. 

Next time when we hear some‐
one complaining about the wet
weather in winter we should re‐
mind them that every drop of rain
is a very precious gift!

The Secret 
is Out!

Reach your friends and 
your community with your 
number one neighborhood 

news source: 
Evergreen Times!
(408) 483.5458

Your ad here: 
just $89!

Call now to place your ad
by phone: (408) 483-5458
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CAMPBELL UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST
400 W. Campbell Ave.
Campbell, CA 95008
(408) 378-4418
Pastor: Rev. Naomi
Schulz
No Matter Where You Are
On Life’s Journey, You
Are Welcome Here!
We are an Open and Af-
firming Congregation, and
celebrate members of the
LGBTQ+ Community.
Joy-filled worship every
Sunday at 10:00 AM,
with communion open to
all.
Join Pastor Naomi for
tea/coffee at Orchard Val-
ley cafe in Campbell dur-
ing community drop-in
office hours from 11 AM
to 1 PM on most Tues-
days.
Our ministries/activities
include:
• Bible study on the sec-
ond and fourth Wednes-
day of every month, at
6PM.
• A Food Pantry serving
anyone in need--open Tu/
Th/ Sa 10:00 AM to
Noon.
• Lighted Window Pro-
ductions featuring uplift-
ing concerts, thought-
provoking theater produc-

tions, informative lec-
tures, and even an occa-
sional karaoke night--all
in a wholesome environ-
ment.  
Our activities flow from
our core values:
• Extravagant Joy
• Passionate Faith
• Loving Respect
• Deep Connectedness 
• Intentional Growth 
• Shared Laughter 
Visit us at our web site at:
church@campbellucc.or
g or better yet, visit us at
our worship services on
Sundays at 10:00 AM.
Coffee, refreshments, and
conversation always,
right after service.

CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH OF ALMADEN
VALLEY, UCC
6581 Camden Ave., San
Jose, CA 95120. Pastor,
Rev. Marty Williams, 408
268 0243.
www.ccavucc.org.
We are a welcoming
church with a progressive
approach to faith, wor-
ship and giving to our lo-
cal community. We are
proud to be UCC, Open
and Affirming (O&A) and
welcome members of the
LGBT community. We
support local LifeMoves
(formerly InnVision) Shel-
ter Feedings once a
month, San Francisco

Night Ministry, Second
Harvest Food Bank,
Church World Service,
and Communities Re-
sponding to End Poverty.
Worship Sunday, 9:00
AM followed by fellow-
ship and refreshments.
1st Sunday in Worship:
Holy Communion
2nd Sunday in Worship:
Folks Choir and Potluck
Sunday.
Tuesdays, AA Meetings,
8:15 - 9:15 PM.
Wednesdays, 9:30 AM,
Women’s Study Group.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
5351 Carter Ave., San
Jose 95118
408.265.5837
www.bibleroad.org
We strive to be a group of
Christians that love and
honor God and Jesus
Christ in our daily lives.
We assemble each Sun-
day to encourage each
other through singing,
studying, praying and
sharing in the Lord’s sup-
per. Simple—just like
what one reads about in
the New Testament.
Bible class at 9:30 AM
Worship at 10:30 AM
Located in south San
Jose near Kooser Rd. and
Camden Ave. (behind the
Almaden Valley Athletic
Club). Come make new
Christian friends!

THE EPISCOPAL
CHURCH IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave. San
Jose, CA 95120.  The
Rev. Shelley Booth Den-
ney, Rector Phone:408-
268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal Church
in Almaden (ECA), we are
joyful followers of Jesus
Christ. Through worship,
study, fellowship and out-
reach, we strive to nur-
ture and grow a strong
faith community of be-
lievers, a family of all
ages, where each mem-
ber feels welcomed,
loved, valued and em-
powered to serve. Chil-
dren are especially wel-
comed and cherished as
an important part of
God's family. All junior
high and senior high stu-
dents are welcome to
participate in our Youth
Groups. During the
school year we have joint
Sunday School with our
sister church, the Congre-
gational Church of Almaden
Valley, UCC. The Episcopal
Church in Almaden offers
the following regular oppor-
tunities for worship: Sun-
day at 7:30AM and
10:45AM, Holy Commun-
ion service. Each Sunday
service is followed by a
coffee hour for friendship
and conversation.

EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
CENTER (EIC)
http://www.eicsanjose.org
2486 Ruby Ave, 
San Jose, CA 95148.
(408) 239-6668
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum" the
English meaning is "Peace
be upon you". 
Q) What is Islam, who are
Muslims, and what is the
Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and way
of life. Islam began in the
7th century. People who
follow Islam are known as
Muslims. The Quran is the
Divine holy book that
guides Muslims to prac-
tice Islam. 
Please visit our website to
learn more. 
Jazāk Allāhu Khayran!

FIRST CHURCH 
DOWNTOWN
Worshipping at 55 N. 7th
Street, in downtown San
Jose.  (Horace Mann
school) firstchurchdown-
town.com
Telephone: (408) 294-
7254 x310. We are a
community serving the
Christ from the heart of
the City, working to know
Jesus and make Jesus
known by serving, wor-
shipping, and learning to-
gether.  Worship services
are at 10:00 AM at the Ho-
race Mann Community
Center (7th and Santa
Clara Streets). Worship in-
cludes both contemporary
and traditional music, a
message that is relevant
to real life, based in the
Bible, and meaningful to
people of all ages and
backgrounds.  We work in
our community to provide
real assistance and long-
term, life-saving solutions:
food, housing, counseling,
and spiritual direction.
Our children's & families'
ministries include Sunday
classes, outdoor family
activities such as bike
rides and fishing trips.
Come, Make a Difference
and feel the difference
God can make in your life!

GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchSJ.net
See you on Facebook
2650 ABORN ROAD at
Kettmann, across from
Evergreen Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for
over 50 Years. John S
Goldstein, Pastor
Christian Worship every
Sunday at 11.00 am

Together let us build lives
toward excellence!
Music Institute
(408) 791-7772
After School lessons on
Piano, Violin, Viola, Flute
PreSchool, Age 2-6
years. Caring for your
child with God’s love and
affection.

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our
promise to our members.
If you are looking for an
active Christian faith
community, we invite
you to experience Holy
Spirit Parish Community.
All are welcome! We are
located at 1200 Red-
mond Avenue, San Jose,
CA 95120. Mass is cele-
brated at 8:30 a.m. Mon-
day - Friday. Our week-
end Mass schedule is
Saturday 5 p.m., Sunday
8 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30
a.m. and 6 p.m. Rite of
Reconciliation is every
Saturday at 4 p.m. or by
appointment. Our Parish
Office is open Monday -
Thursday 8:30 a.m. -
4:30 p.m. and Friday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Call 408-997-5100 for
recorded information or
408-997-5101 to speak
with someone in our
parish office. Information
on Faith Formation for
children and adults can
be obtained by calling
our Catechetical Office at
408-997-5115. Get in
the loop with our 3sixty
High School Youth Min-
istry by calling 408-997-
5106. Holy Spirit School
serves grades Pre-K
through 8th, and is locat-
ed at 1198 Redmond Av-
enue. You can reach the
school office at 408-
268-0794.

THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir  
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646 
English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 & 11:00
AM
Spanish Service:
11:00 AM
Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM
Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM
Mandarin Service:
11:00AM
Youth Extreme Point
(7th-12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

SAINT ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH
We invite you to become
a part of our hospitable,
intimate Catholic parish.
We are a caring commu-
nity, promoting spiritual

growth, reaching out to
people in need and
whereyou get to know
peopleby name. We offer
children's religious edu-
cation (CREATE); Youth
Ministry (BLAST & X-
STATIC); Scripture Study
(day & evening); Se-
nior's Group and many
other adult ministries as
well. Saint Anthony
parish is located
in Almaden Valley at
20101 McKean Road,
San Jose, 95120. Our
weekend Masses are at
4 p.m. on Saturday at
our historic church at
21800 Bertram Road in
New Almaden, CA
95042 and on Sunday at
8:30 a.m.,10:30 a.m.,
and 5:30 p.m. at the
McKean Road location.
Our Parish Office is open
Monday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
and Tuesday thru Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
and 1 - 4 p.m. For more
information, stop by the
Parish Office or call
(408) 997-4800, or visit
our website at www.
churchstanthony.com.
Fr. Larry Hendel, Pastor.

SAN JOSE GURDWARA
3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148 The
word Sikh (see-kh)
means "disciple" or "stu-
dent." A Sikh is a practi-
tioner of the faith founded
in the 15th century by
Guru Nanak in Punjab of
old British India.  A Guru
who is a "teacher" or "en-
lightener" completes the
relationship of teaching
and learning.  Sikhism is
monotheistic and stresses
the equality of all men and
women. Sikhs believe in
three basic principles;
meditating on the name of
God (praying), earning a
living by honest means
and sharing the fruits of
one's labor with others.
Currently there  are close
to one million Sikhs living
in the USA and Canada
and 25 million Sikhs living
around the world. Sikhism
is the 5th largest religion
in the world.  At the Gurd-
wara (House of God) in
San Jose we welcome all.
We pray daily for peace
and prosperity for every-
body in the world.  Come
to visit and enjoy Langer
(food) in our kitchen
which is open 365 days
of the year and serves
complementary vegetari-
an meals.  We also en-
courage you to enter our
history room on site and
walk the beautiful

grounds. Learn more
about us and community
events we sponsor by vis-
iting our website;
http://www. SanJoseGur-
dwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
CATHOLIC CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., 
San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1562. 
www.stfrancisofassisi.com 
or www.stfrancis
ofassisipreschool.org
We invite you to join our
community of faith located
in the Evergreen area of
San Jose. We are an in-
clusive diverse communi-
ty striving to serve as Dis-
ciples of Jesus Christ in
the footsteps of St. Fran-
cis, offering prayerful and
joyful liturgies; evangeliza-
tion, fellowship, and serv-
ice opportunities to the
community. We offer spiri-
tual opportunities for all
ages, including children's
liturgy, dynamic E.C.H.O -
Jr. High, IGNITE - High
School and North Star -
Young Adult Ministries,
along with small faith
communities and opportu-
nities to help the poor and
marginalized of San Jose.
Our Preschool is the only
Catholic Preschool offer-
ing quality family oriented
service in the Evergreen
and Silver Creek areas.
Our Chapel, Gathering
Hall, Parish Office, Mis-
sion Center, Parish Gift
Shop, Memorial Garden
and Preschool are all lo-
cated at 5111 San Felipe
Rd. Please come join us
to worship at one of the
following times and loca-
tions: 
St. Francis of Assisi
Chapel: Saturday 5:00PM,
Sunday 8:30 AM, 10:30
AM, 12:30 PM, 4:00 PM
(Mass in Vietnamese),
6:00 PM Youth Mass
St. Francis of Assisi Gath-
ering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM, Sun-
day11:00AM, Igbo Mass -
Second Sunday of the
month 12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange -
2840 Aborn Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated Com-
munity (Cribari Auditori-
um) Sunday 8:15 AM
For more information,
please call or visit us at
the Parish Mission Center
open M-F 9:00 AM -12:00
PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM.
Come join us and share
your presence with us so
that together we may
grow and share our gifts
to help build God's Kingdom!

Get 
listed!

For Worship 
listing ads, 

call 408.483-5458
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Shoe Repair

Driving School

Advantage Driving School is the premier driving school in northern Califor-
nia. Advantage Driving School has trained more than 

300,000 students to drive safely since 1994. We offer complete 
programs for both traditional classroom and online courses. 

Driver Training is the behind the wheel training which prepares your 
child to pass the driving test at the DMV. We also offer complete programs
for adults and senior citizens. If you have never driven or just need some
supplemental instruction to improve your driving skills, we are just the

school for you! We believe Advantage Driving School offers a great 
combination of experienced driving instructors and affordable prices! 

Location: 5440 Thornwood Drive, Suite F; 
Hours: 9 am-5 pm M-F 9 am–12 noon S-S; Phone: 408.363.4182; Email:

info@advantagedriversed.com | Website: advantagedriversed.com

Call to place your 
ad today!  

(408) 483.5458

Property ManagementServices

Music
Lessons
$15 per
lesson

Piano, guitar,
drums, bass,
voice, flute

(408) 268-6703

Kitchen/Bath

Jewelry

Notice

Gifts

Please 
recycle

this 
newspaper!
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Clocks TimesClassifieds
Calendar for sale 
featuring wildlife in
Evergreen Valley
The 2020 Calendar featuring wildlife pic-
tures taken by Lou Alexander is now
available for $23.95. About $5 goes to
the Villages Medical Auxiliary. The calen-
dar is on the far right of the first row at
www.zazzle.com/store/thevillagesvma
There are also some small note cards for
sale on the site, all featuring scenes from
inside The Villages.
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