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Top Black Republican consultant 
blasts GOP for false Erica Smith ads

I remember the story of the
struggle through which people
of color, especially Blacks,
had to come just to live safe
and somewhat comfortable
lives. I remember hearing my
grandfather talk about raising
a family of eleven children
from share cropping on a
farm. He would work all sea-
son until harvest time and
then his profit for the year
after settling his debt for food
charged at the store or money
borrowed from the landowner.
If our people couldn't count,
the owner would take part of
that, and if they could count
and keep records they were
threatened and told that they
were not needed another year.
They were labeled a trouble-
maker. I remember that my
grandfather and others talked
about their trying to vote or
going to places where elec-
tions were being held and
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With One Stop Early Voting - Same Day
Registration in North Carolina, ending this
Saturday, February 29, and March 3, Super
Tuesday being primary day across North
Carolina, all eyes are on the Black vote and
any indication that it will be a deciding fac-
tor for Democrats.

Across North Carolina, 21.50% (1,492, 940)
of all registered voters are Black; 51.87% (3,
601229) are female.

In North Carolina, 36.37% of registered
voters are Democrats; 29.91% are
Republican; 33.06% are unaffiliated, accord-
ing to NCSBE.

As of Monday, February 24 of this week,
only 3.94% (273,393) of North Carolina's
6,942,736 registered voters cast absentee bal-
lots.

267,113 of those were One Stop Early
Voting ballots, according to the NC State
Board of Elections (NCSBE).

123,678 of all absentee voters in North
Carolina (which includes early voters), were
Democrats, while just 76,147 were
Republican, and 73,139 were unaffiliated.

Blacks have cast, thus far, 19.99% of the
early votes cast; females have cast 52.24%.

From a dowdy provincial city in the 1980s,
Philadelphia has become a world-class urban
center through gentrification - primarily
through landmark architecture that now sets the
city center and University City, apart.

"Over 50, and retirees, are moving back from
the suburbs where they raised their children
into Center City and the Italian Market where I
have lived since 1980," stated Dr. Margaret J.

King, the director of The Center for Cultural
Studies & Analysis in Philadelphia.

"Of course, gentrification brings money into
the city, while it also drives up home prices -
some houses have multiplied their asking prices
15 times over 40 years," King noted.

"Housing is being restored and renovated,
making more of the city habitable and in fact
desirable. Now the suburbs have flipped into a
working-class magnet as well as a market for
Millennials who can't afford center-city prices

Please see CURSE/Page 3
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One of the top Black Republican
political consultants in
Washington, D. C. has blasted his
party and Republican Senate
Majority Leader Mitch McConnell
specifically, for "playing the race
card" in sponsoring campaign ads
promoting Democratic senatorial
candidate, Erica Smith, in the
upcoming March 3, 2020, North
Carolina primary.

"Once again Republicans have

BBYY  CCAASSHH  MMIICCHHAAEELLSS
OF THE WILMINGTON JOURNAL

OOUURR  LLIIVVEESS  
DDEEPPEENNDD

UUPPOONN  
VVOOTTIINNGG

FFoorr  ppeeooppllee  ooff  ccoolloorr,,  ggeennttrriiffiiccaattiioonn  iiss  
mmoorree  aa  ccuurrssee  tthhaann  aa  bblleessssiinngg

Please see GOP/Page 2

EEaarrllyy  
vvoottiinngg  
ssttaattiissttiiccss  aass  
ooff  MMoonnddaayy
BBYY  CCAASSHH  MMIICCHHAAEELLSS
OF THE WILMINGTON JOURNAL

N.C. SENATOR ERICA SMITH U.S. SENATOR THOM TILLISRAYNARD JACKSON

PHOTO FROM DUKE UNIVERSITY WEBSITE
DURHAM-BORN ARTIST AND DUKE VISITING INSTRUCTOR STEPHEN HAYES
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II
f you, family, members of your church,
institution of religion, unions, civic, fra-
ternity and sorority groups have been

concerned about the number of local statues
and monuments that honor defeated Civil War
participants, Cameron Art Museum has a proj-
ect for you.

The museum has commissioned Stephen
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(PHOTO: ISTOCKPHOTO /NNPA)
Philadelphia, - March 6, 2018: 
Community members, activists and
students protest the then proposed $130
million, 30,000-seat stadium on Temple
University's campus in North Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania.
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proven that, when the radi-
cal liberal Democrats call us
a party of racists, there is
some merit to the charge,"
an outraged Raynard
Jackson wrote in his weekly
column last week. "…they
saw more value and votes
with White Southern
Democrats, Dixiecrats, than
with the Black community." 

Jackson, the president
/CEO of Raynard Jackson &
Associates, was blasting
recent reports that the Faith
and Power PAC [political
action committee), a PAC
that has been confirmed to
be connected to The Senate
Leadership Fund, which is a
super PAC controlled by
Sen. McConnell, reportedly
spent $2.4 million to pur-
chase political advertising
promoting State Senator
Erica Smith in her primary
race against frontrunner
Cal Cunningham in next
week's Democratic senatori-
al primary.

The winner of that pri-
mary goes on to face
Republican incumbent, Sen.
Thom Tillis, in the Nov. 3,
2020, general election.

The scheme, apparently,
was either to push Smith to
win the primary, thus set-
ting up what Republicans
perceive to be a weak candi-
date for Tillis to face, or to
force Cunningham to spend
money against Smith, thus
depleting his campaign war
chest against Tillis.

The ads also sought to
label both Smith and
Cunningham as early sup-
porters of national front-
running Democratic
Socialist, presidential candi-
date, Sen. Bernie Sanders.
Neither has endorsed
Sanders.

Raynard Jackson appar-
ently was displeased that
McConnell's super PAC
would set up a "throw away"
PAC to spend $2.4 million to
set up a "radical liberal"
Black female Democrat to
fail, instead of spending
that amount with his com-
pany "…to cultivate rela-
tionships in the Black com-
munity." 

"…In their minds, its easi-
er and more cost effective to
inject race into an election
and further divide a state
and country, versus taking
their conservative message
directly to the Black com-
munity and asking them to
support their candidate."
Jackson wrote.

"Do you know how much
good I could have done with
this money to help our
Republican candidate in
North Carolina?'

"Blacks account for over
21% of the population in
North Carolina and the
party, and Tillis has little to
no meaningful relationship
with the Black community,"
Raynard Jackson continued.
"If Tillis loses his race, more
than likely, Trump will lose
the state also, thus making
it almost impossible for
Trump to be re-elected as
President. So, in many ways,
Trump and Tillis are tied at
the hip." 

Jackson then rhetorically
asks the central question
many Democratic and pro-
gressive activists ask when
it comes to Republican well
documented attempts to
undermine the Black vote.

"If they really believe in a
conservative message that
can cure the ills of liberal-
ism that has been directed
towards the Black commu-
nity, when will they take
their message to the market-
place of ideas within the
Black community?" he
asked.

Jackson then urges
McConnell to "… not only
apologize for injecting the
worse of racial politics into
this election; but [he] should
make an affirmative com-
mitment to work with Black
operatives to engage with

the Black community in
Senate races across the
country and cease and
desist from the racial poli-
tics that should be in our
past."  

He goes on to suggest that
McConnell's action may
have cost Tillis his senate
seat in November because
outraged Black voters will
be sure to line up against
Tillis.

For his part, Tillis' cam-
paign is not having any-
thing to do with the
McConnell super PAC plot.

Sen. Smith wants her sup-
porters to understand that
she is not working with
Republicans to win the
Democratic primary and
has denounced the Faith
and Power PAC campaign
ads.

GOP
Continued from Page 1

being turned away, if possi-
ble, or, at the very least,
being asked all kinds of
questions  that had nothing
to do with the election
process.

However, we began to
come to the election polls,
overcoming the suppres-
sion of the Black vote and
determination of Whites to
take away the power of the
Black vote. Our vote has
been bought, abused, stolen
and even miscounted! Yet
some of us still have
enough pride in us to vote!
Let's let this pride spread
over all of us! Let's vote in
great numbers! we have
been sold a handful of
wooden nickels! They don't
spend! We must vote! Our
very lives depend upon it!

Bernest Hewett is
President Emeritus of the
Brunswick County Branch
of the NAACP.

BRUNSWICK
Continued from Page 1
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SSTTAATTEE  PPRREEPPAARRIINNGG  FFOORR
CCOORROONNAAVVIIRRUUSS
OOUUTTBBRREEAAKK

[RALEIGH] U.S. public
health officials insist it is
not a matter of if the deadly
coronavirus will hit the
United States, but when.

Earlier this week, the U.S.
Centers for Disease Control
(CDC) warned Americans
to prepare for "a significant
disruption" to their daily
lives as more and more
infections become evident.
With cases showing up in
Italy, Iran, and South Korea
- well outside China, the
virus' place of known ori-
gin. Thus there are CDC
health screenings at North
Carolina major airports,
and travelers are being

checked for where out of
the country they have been
to ensure that they are not
bring the virus back.

BBLLUUEE  EENNDDOORRSSEESS  
PPRREESSIIDDEENNTTIIAALL  
CCAANNDDIIDDAATTEE
BBLLOOOOMMBBEERRGG

[RALEIGH] A prominent
black North Carolina
Democrat has come out in
support of Democratic pres-
idential candidate Mike
Bloomberg. State Senate

minority Leader Dan Blue,
along with state House
Minority Leader Rep.
Darren Jackson, came out
with a joint statement this
week, saying that
Bloomberg was the best
choice for president
because, as a former mayor
of New York, he's dealt with
difficult issues that are
plaguing the nation now,
before. The North Carolina
primary is next Tuesday,
March 3rd.

DDUURRHHAAMM  CCOOUUNNTTYY  
CCOOMMMMIISSSSIIOONNEERRSS  WWIILLLL
PPRROOBBEE  RRAACCIISSMM  CCHHAARRGGEE
BBYY  BBLLAACCKK  CCOOUUNNTTYY  
MMAANNAAGGEERR

[DURHAM] The black
Durham County manager
alleges that a white
Durham County commis-
sioner has "an inherent
bias" toward him and "peo-
ple of color in general."
Manager Wendell M. Davis
made the charge against
Commissioner Heidi Carter

in a Feb. 11th letter to the
commission board. Davis
alleges that Carter has used
racist language in his pres-
ence. Commissioner Carter
denied the allegation dur-
ing a public meeting
Monday. The board is now
investigating.

STATE BRIEFSSTATE BRIEFS

CCOOMMPPIILLEEDD  
BBYY    CCAASSHH  MMIICCHHAAEELLSS

PPAATTRROONNIIZZEE  OOUURR  AADDVVEERRTTIISSEERRSS!!    

TTHHEEYY  PPAATTRROONNIIZZEE  YYOOUURR  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  PPAAPPEERR!!

Hayes from Duke University
of Art, Art History, and
Visual Studies Department
to create a United States
Colored Troops Public
Sculpture that will honor
the services of the 35th,
36th, 37th Regiments.

According to John
McDonnell, the museum's
director of development,
five regiments from NC and
Ohio fought locally on
February 20 and 21, 1865 to
secure the sovereignty of
the United States through a

victorious outcome in the
Battle of Forks Road.

"Because of these brave sol-
diers, Wilmington, the
Confederacy's last major sea-
port fell, and the Union won
control of Wilming-ton's port
facilities, the city's railroads,
and the Cape Fear River, help-
ing secure the Union's posi-
tion and weaken the
Confederacy," McDonnell
said.

Cameron Art Museum
physically stands on the
grounds of the Battle of
Forks Road. A new com-
memorative sculpture will
honor the colored troops'
valor and services, and pro-

vide opportunities for
reflecting on local and
regional black men.

Cameron Museum's
research documents that
many fighters were former
slaves from southeastern NC.
Escaped slaves were known to
have gone to New Bern to
enlist with the United States
Colored Troops.

Though they faced possi-
ble death and terrible hostil-
ities their bold services
were thoroughly linked to
personal circumstances and
their people's want of free-
dom.

Stephen Hayes, the
assigned sculptor, is a

Durham native who earned
the MFA Degree from the
Savannah College of Art
and Design.

He is the Brock Family
Visiting Instructor at Duke
University.

"When I was a kid it was
all about wowing my mom,
which meant showing her
what I could make, explor-
ing, and not being afraid to
fail," Hayes said during an
interview at Duke.

"Grad School pushed me
to learn how to talk about
my artwork and how to give
it meaning," the creative
artist said.

Saturday, March 14, the

public can meet and greet
the artist during a 4 p.m.
Wilmington United States
Colored Troops Public
Sculpture Project Fund-
raiser at Cameron Art
Museum in a ticketed $35
per person event.

Refreshments and musi-
cal tunes from Mangroove
will complement Hayes'
public introduction to
regional citizens.

Attendees will receive
information regarding the
November sculpture instal-
lation celebration, and
opportunities for perma-
nently engraved texts for
mortar at the sculpture site.

Museum officials state
there are 1,503 public monu-
ments in the US that cele-
brate the Confederacy.
North Carolina has 140 on
public grounds.

In this state, Hertford has
the one memorial commem-
orating services of the
United States Colored
Troops.

Local United States Colored
Troops Reenactor, James
White will serve as a casting
for the new sculpture.

For more information
contact John McDonnell at
910-395-5999 ext. 1010 or
john@cameronartmuse-
um.org.

HAYES
Continued from Page 1

yet," King stated.
Gentrification isn't just an

issue in Philadelphia - not by
a long shot.

According to a March 2019
study by the National
Community Reinvestment
Coalition (NCRC), more than
135,000 Black and Hispanics
around the nation were dis-
placed between 2000 and
2012.

Gentrification and dis-
placement of long-time resi-
dents were most intense
from 2000 to 2013 in the
nation's biggest cities, and
rare in most other places,
according to the study.

During those years, gen-
trification was concentrated
in larger cities with vibrant
economies but also appeared
in smaller cities where it
often impacted areas with
the most amenities near cen-
tral business districts.

In Washington, D.C., 20,000
Black residents were dis-
placed, and in Portland,
Oregon, 13 percent of the
Black community was dis-
placed over the more than

decade period that was stud-
ied.

Seven cities accounted for
nearly half of the gentrifica-
tion nationally: New York
City, Los Angeles,
Washington, D.C.,
Philadelphia, Baltimore, San
Diego, and Chicago.

Washington, D.C., was the
most gentrified city by per-
centage of eligible neighbor-
hoods that experienced gen-
trification; New York City
was the most gentrified by
sheer volume, study authors
noted.

According to the
Merriam-Webster Dic-
tionary, gentrification is
defined as the process of
repairing and rebuilding
homes and businesses in a
deteriorating area, such as
an urban neighborhood,
accompanied by an influx of
middle-class or affluent peo-
ple and that often results in
the displacement of earlier,
usually poorer residents.

"Gentrification is rich peo-
ple deciding they want a spe-
cific neighborhood as their
own, and they get municipal
backing, pay some money,
and get all of the poor people
out of there," stated Mark

Love, a New York realtor.
Neighborhoods were con-

sidered to be eligible to gen-
trify if, in 2000, they were in
the lower 40 percent of home
values and family incomes
in that metropolitan area.

During the study,
researchers found that most
low- to moderate-income
neighborhoods did not gen-
trify or revitalize.

Instead, they remained
impoverished, untouched by
investments and building
booms that occurred in
major cities, and vulnerable
to future gentrification and
displacement.

"When a neighborhood
gentrifies, the cost of living
increases, and it's harder for
low-income families to find
housing, and that's one of
the biggest downsides," stat-
ed Melanie Musson, a writer
for ExpertInsurance
Reviews.com.

"In a city like
Philadelphia, neighbor-
hoods are part of your iden-
tity. If you grow up in a
neighborhood, you often
want to remain living there
your whole life because it's
who you are," Musson stated.

"Unfortunately, some-

times, after several genera-
tions living in the same zip
code, the newest generation
has to find housing else-
where because it's too expen-
sive to live where their home
has always been," she said.

Bruce Mirken, the media
relations director for the
nonprofit public, policy, and
advocacy organization, The
Greenlining Institute, said
he lives in San Francisco
and works in Oakland - two
cities that are ground zero
for the gentrification crisis
in California.

"We see the most obvious
results among the very low-
income, who increasingly
cannot keep a roof over their
heads, leading to a growing
homeless population,"
Mirken stated.

"And homelessness in
California has a distinct
racial dynamic, tracing back
through a long history of
redlining and discrimina-
tion: Black Californians rep-
resent about six and a half
percent of our state's popula-
tion, but about 40 percent of
its homeless," he noted.

In New York, where many
residents are still growing
accustomed to the decades-
long gentrification of
Harlem, the Bronx has forev-
er been known as the city's
most urban borough. That's
quickly changing due to gen-
trification.

In November 2019, offi-
cials announced a $950 mil-
lion, 4.3 acre, multi-tower,
and mixed-use development
along the Mott Haven water-
front. More than 1,300 high-

end apartments are among
the upgrades that are certain
to price many long-time resi-
dents out of the area.

Mychal Johnson, a co-
founding member of South
Bronx Unite, told The Bronx
Times that gentrification
isn't good for economically
oppressed communities of
color.

"It seems like the commu-
nity board, and Borough
president isn't looking out
for the community," Johnson
stated.

For the NCRC study,
Shekinah Mitchell, the
Neighborhood Partnerships
Manager for the Virginia
Local Initiatives Support
Corporation, noted that, as
the former capital of the
Confederacy, Richmond's
history is steeped in racial
oppression, inequality, and
injustice.

Mitchell noted that, in
2016, Richmond had similar
numbers of Black and White
residents. From 2000 to 2016,
the Black population
decreased by seven percent,
while the White population
increased by 35 percent.

In 2000, Blacks were 57
percent of the population,
and whites were 38 percent.
In 2016, Blacks represented
47 percent and Whites were
46 percent of the population.

"This shift has come to the
East End like a racialized
wave crashing onto the
shores of the neighborhood
in currents of physical, cul-
tural, and economic dis-
placement. The Black com-

munity is drowning as we
watch our land and culture
swallowed up, block by block
with no reprieve in sight,"
Mitchell wrote in the report.

"Gentrification in the East
End of Richmond is mani-
festing as a process of re-seg-
regation," she stated. "In
Richmond, gentrification is
colonization."

In Portland, Oregon, an
essay that accompanied the
NCRC study noted that city
as the "Whitest city of its
size in the United States."

The city's White popula-
tion currently stands at 77.4
percent while Blacks make
up just 5.7 percent.

"Take a group of people
who have been systematical-
ly denied wealth-building
opportunities for genera-
tions, add low, stagnating
incomes, throw in a sub-
prime mortgage disaster,
spiraling housing costs and
wholesale community dis-
placement, and you have a
recipe for a severe economic
backslide," Cheryl Chandler-
Roberts, executive director
of Portland's African
American Alliance for
Homeownership, said in the
report.

"There is no African
American community in
Portland at this point,"
Chandler-Roberts stated.

"It's a scattered communi-
ty."

NNEEXXTT::  UUrrbbaann  ddeevveelloopp--
mmeenntt  aanndd  ppuubblliicc  ppoolliiccyy
eexxppeerrttss  ffrroomm  CCaarrnneeggiiee
MMeelllloonn  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  wweeiigghh--iinn
oonn  ggeennttrriiffiiccaattiioonn..  

CURSE
Continued from Page 1

THE 

BLACK  

PRESS 

USE IT 
or  

LOSE
IT!

mailto:john@cameronartmuse-um.org
mailto:john@cameronartmuse-um.org
mailto:john@cameronartmuse-um.org


VOICES
Thursday, February 27, 20204

(Via TriceEdneyWire.com)

OO ur nation, these
United States, is
founded on the

principles of racism and
patriarchy. They are reflected
in our very constitution,
where enslaved persons were
counted as a fraction of a per-
son, and only men of proper-
ty were allowed the right to
vote. The filthy inequality at
the foundation of this nation
has now bubbled up and
boiled over, now polluting
every aspect of our lives.

Patriarchy places men at
the center of life, and women
at the periphery. It suggests
that women do not matter. It
allows for the subjugation of
women when they attempt to
enter public spaces that have
previously been earmarked
as “male” spaces. Thus, there
were no restrooms for women
legislators in the US House or
Senate, even as women
entered those spaces. They
were only created when
women demanded them. Of
course, restrooms are just a
minor manifestation of the
hegemonic patriarchy that
rules our nation.

A great picture of our
nation’s racist patriarchy
was the visual of doughy and
dissipated white men interro-
gating the amazingly com-
posed Anita Hill as she
reviewed her experiences

with now-Supreme Court
Justice Clarence Thomas.
Though Hill was persuasive,
she was attacked in the vilest
of terms, accused of non-
sense like “erotomania," and
even recently harassed by

Thomas' un-
hinged spouse
who was still
seeking apol-
ogy after two
decades. Note
to Thomas,
take the
phone from
your wife
when her
meds are not
working. In
any case,

Thomas is on the Supreme
Court because white men
chose to disregard the word
of a Black woman, a decision
that then-Senator Joe Biden
says he now regrets. Thomas
was confirmed by the nar-
rowest margin in history 52-
48.

Here we go again. By the
time this is published the
matter of 45’s Supreme Court
nominee Brett Cavenaugh is
resolved, but the issue of per-
nicious patriarchy will not
be. Regarding Kavanaugh, he
has been accused by Dr.
Christine Blasey Ford of sex-
ual assault more than 35
years ago, when both were
teens. She disclosed her accu-
sations in a letter that

California Senator Dianne
Feinstein received in July,
but did not share with the
FBI until later, mainly
because Ford asked for confi-
dentiality. Ford has requested
that the FBI investigate her
assertions, and the Senate
judiciary committee is still
fast-tracking the Kavanaugh
vote. The outcome, while nec-
essary, is not the bottom line.
The issue is the way that
racist patriarchy makes some
offensive and illegal behavior
acceptable.

Privileged white male cul-
ture allows and encourages
excessive drinking and
obnoxious behavior toward
women. It is excused because
"boys will be boys." But what
boy s? Black boys, even
accused of “reckless eye-
balling”, are fair game for
lynching!   White boys on
rampages are excused for
assault, rape, and attempted
rape. Can I call the name of
Recy Taylor, the young Black
woman who was walking
home from church and raped
by a gaggle of white men who
thought her body their right?
Can I remind us of the Texas
gubernatorial candidate,
Clayton Williams, who said
that if rape was inevitable, a
woman should "lay back and
enjoy it”? Ann Richards beat
him, but that wasn't quite the
point. The point was that
some man thought that rape

was inevitable enough to
"enjoy."

Privileged white male cul-
ture allows a man who should
not have been elected
President to denigrate
women regularly. We are "fat"
"dogs" and "liars." He
bragged about grabbing
women's genitals, and our
society is so poached in per-
nicious patriarchy that 52
percent of all women still
voted for him. They thought
he was joking because, for too
many women, patriarchy has
so seeped into our conscious-
ness that the abuse of women
is a joke.

If we women were honest,
we would say that we have all
cosigned patriarchy in the
interest of keeping it mov-
ing. We have deflected the
sexist comments that come
our way, even as we cringe
from them. We smile at men
that we abhor because they
may have decision making
power in their hands. We
dress up or dress down
depending on the occasion
and the way we have to play
the game. We know the sys-
tem is slanted against us, we
know we still have to play,
and we decide when we
choose to blow the whistle, a
whistle we could blow every
single day. #MeToo is the tip

The Wilmington Journal was founded on
the principle of the Black Press Credo. The
Black Press believes that America can best
lead the world away from racial and
national antagonism when it accords to

every person, regardless of race, color or creed, full human and
legal rights. Hating no person in the firm belief that all are hurt as
long as anyone is held back.

The Wilmington Journal welcomes letters from its readers. All
letters are subject to editing. We will not publish pseudonymous
letters. All correspondence must include a home address and a
daytime phone number. All correspondence must be signed,
unless it is e-mailed. Letters may be sent to our Physical Address:
412 S. 7th Street, 28401 or our Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1020,
28402. We also accept letters via e-mail at wilmjourn@aol.com or
via fax at (910) 343-1334.

MMAATTTTEERRSS  OOFF    OOPPIINNIIOONN

YYOOUURR  VVOOIICCEE

OOUURR  VVOOIICCEE

On Tuesday, March 3rd, North Carolina will be one of four-
teen Super Tuesday states  holding primaries to determine
party nominees for the November 3rd general elections.

Offices on the local, state and federal levels of government,
from county commissioner, to governor, to president of the
United States, will be on the ballot.

On Tuesday, when the polls open at at 6:30 a.m., voters will
NOT be required to show photo identification in order to
legally cast their ballots.

Only registered voters in North Carolina will be allowed to
vote on Tuesday, March 3rd.

OONNEE  SSTTOOPP  --  EEAARRLLYY  VVOOTTIINNGG//SSAAMMEE  DDAAYY  RREEGGIISSTTRRAATTIIOONN

For those voters who need to cast their ballots prior to
Tuesday, March 3, you have until this Saturday, February 29, to
early vote.

Today and Friday, polls open at 8:00 a. m. and close at 7:30 p. m..
Saturday, polls open at 8:00 a. m. and close at 3 p.m.
Again, NO photo ID is required.

OOUURR  EENNDDOORRSSEEMMEENNTTSS

We hope that all of our readers who are eligible to vote will
do so in this crucial primary to chose nominees for the Nov. 3
general elections.

Here, for your consideration, are our recommendations for
candidates who, upon careful inspection, deserve your support.
They are all Democrats.

PPRREESSIIDDEENNTT  --  JJOOEE  BBIIDDEENN

There's been a lot of drama this primary season, and a lot of
it has involved former Vice President Joe Biden. However, at the
end of the day, Biden has the deep experience and leadership
necessary to pull this nation out of the utter doldrums it's in.

UU..  SS..  SSEENNAATTEE  --  EERRIICCAA  SSMMIITTHH

It is a shame and disgrace that State Sen. Erica Smith's run for
the U. S. Senate to unseat the Republican incumbent Sen. Thom
Tillis has been mired by GOP's fake advertising. That aside, Sen.
Smith has shown, during her time in the legislature, a commit-
ment and dedication to the people of North Carolina, and the
issues that confront them. Sen. Smith deserves your vote.

NN..  CC..  GGOOVVEERRNNOORR  --  RROOYY  CCOOOOPPEERR

We may not always agree with him, but Gov. Roy Cooper
has proven to be a steady, thoughtful leader, who, when
required, fights for the people of North Carolina. Compared
to his weak Republican predecessor, Gov. Cooper is a breath of
fresh air.

LLTT..  GGOOVV..  --  YYVVOONNNNEE  LLEEWWIISS  HHOOLLLLEEYY

Former State employee, Yvonne Lewis Holley, isn't interest-
ed in judt getting a new title. She's interested in using the new
title to do the important work, like addressing the problem of
food deserts in poor communities across the State. Her father
was Black television pioneer, J. D. Lewis. Therefore, commu-
nity service is in her blood. Holley deserves your vote.
Honorable mention is given to Hoke County Commissioner
Allen Thomas.

SSTTAATTEE  AAUUDDIITTOORR  --  BBEETTHH  WWOOOODD

Incumbent State Auditor, Beth Wood, has been keeping a
sharp eye on how efficiently North Carolina government is
being run and has saved this State millions. Keeping her on
the job would be a wise decision.

NNCC  SSUUPPTT..  OOFF  PPUUBBLLIICC  IINNSSTTRRUUCCTTIIOONN  --  KKEEIITTHH  SSUUTTTTOONN

Those who know Keith Sutton, a Wake County School
Board member of many years, know him to be a man who
fights hard for ALL children. Finding a better nominee for
North Carolina's top educational spot is not possible. Keith
Sutton should be your man!

SSTTAATTEE  TTRREEAASSUURREERR  --    RROONNNNIIEE  CCHHAATTTTEERRJJII

We'd never heard of Ronnie Chatterji before now, but once
we looked into him, quite frankly, we were impressed. He was
a senior economic advisor to President Barack Obama. He's
currently an economist and professor of business and public
policy at Duke University. He is a member of Gov. Roy
Cooper's Entrepreneurial Council and N. C. First
Commission. The son of two public school teachers, Ronnie
was also once a teacher in Durham Public Schools. Oh…and
his Twitter handle is #the NerdWeNeed. Ronnie is a breath of
fresh air! He deserves your vote!

NNEEWW  HHAANNOOVVEERR  CCOOUUNNTTYY  CCOOMMMMIISSSSIIOONNEERRSS  
JJOONNAATTHHAANN  BBAARRFFIIEELLDD,,  JJRR..,,  DDOONN  BBEETTZZ,,  LLEESSLLIIEE  CCOOHHEENN

If your neck is still loose from all the turning it back and
forth you did after learning that our Board of County
Commissioners is seriously considering selling our county
hospital, we understand. We couldn't believe it either, and
that's why we need three public servants to serve who know
the people they serve, respect the people, and maintain the
respect they've earned always doing so. Barfield, Betz and
Cohen deserve your support on Election Day!

(Via TriceEdneyWire.com)

NN ormalcy. Dictio-
nary.com defines
normalcy as: the

quality or condition of being
normal, as the general eco-
nomic, political, and social
conditions of a nation; nor-
mality. While overly broad, it’s
easy to believe that most citi-

zens of this
nation would
accept this
definition as
a c c u r a t e .
Amazingly,
the example
given for
word usage
was: After
months of liv-
ing in a state
of tension, all
yearned for a

return to normalcy.
Not so amazingly, I accept

that our loss of normalcy
shapes the state of our current
national distress. What’s
worse – under #45 - there is lit-
tle hope of relief from the
state of flux we now endure.
Confusion and uncertainty
occupy more space in my
future concerns than at any
other time in my life. What is

certain is that I yearn for a
time, as those just a few short
years ago, where things
weren’t perfect, but where we
weren’t subject to the unlaw-
ful, perverse whims of a
would-be tyrant and those who
would support him blindly.

The majority of voters
knew better. We voted, and not
for him. We knew him to be
racist, misogynistic, and lack-
ing in values and character. He
was self-described, and
described by those closest to
him, as a disruptor whose pri-
mary goal was to destroy the
institutional fabric of the
nation. Although not com-
pletely successful, in three
years we have seen him take
giant steps toward his singu-
lar rule as we hope, pray and
act to prevent his stated goals.

Rather than working for the
benefit of the entire nation, he
first, with the support of a
Senate and House of
Representatives corrupted by
the goal of perpetual power,
began to pass laws which had
no effect other than to enrich
the wealthy. When his laws
and Executive Orders didn’t
directly enrich the already
rich, they were motivated by a
racist and infantile effort to

erase the legacy of President
Obama.

Many have grown so weary
of the on-going litany of
breaches of presidential proto-
cols, practices and traditions
that they have given up their
protests of his conduct for the
safer tact of “praying for
divine relief.” Many more, I
believe, have failed to correctly
anticipate how the pieces of
his strategic jigsaw puzzle fit
together.

Our government of three
co-equal branches has been
coopted by an Executive
Branch which has manipulat-
ed the judiciary with the life-
time appointments of scores of
unqualified judges and enlist-
ed the assistance of a coopera-
tive Senate to maintain the
gridlock of legislative inac-
tion. Within the Executive
Branch, he has established a
revolving door of cabinet and
staff that make his judgments
and whims the only constants
in administration policy.

Most alarmingly, his recent
forays into the judicial process
– military and civilian – are
disturbing to the core. His act
of reversing the judgment of a
military court released a war
criminal with the additional

effect of eroding confidence in
the military chain-of-com-
mand and the standards of
conduct servicemembers are
bound to uphold.

The recent pardons/com-
mutation of sentences for 11
Federally convicted criminals
are within his constitutional
authority, but were they pur-
posed to uphold justice? To the
contrary, I believe they were
issued with the desire to condi-
tion the public to accept any
action he might choose to take.
His actions are those of a
monarch, not a president. But
he’s already told us of his
intention to remain in office –
like a king.

It’s not normal to be able to
“boil a frog.” The key to boil-
ing the frog is to turn the heat
up gradually so it won’t notice.

Even when our “normal” is
disrupted by perverse mis-
management, we have the
capacity to access and reject
the disruption. We have the
capacity and the responsibili-
ty.

“Dr. E. Faye Williams is
National President of the
National Congress of Black
Women and host of “Wake Up
and Stay Woke” on WPFW-FM
89.3.

NNoorrmmaallccyy  

TThhee  ppeerrnniicciioouuss  ppoowweerr  ooff  ppaattrriiaarrcchhyy  

OOuurr  eennddoorrsseemmeennttss  ffoorr  
MMaarrcchh  33,,  22002200  
PPrriimmaarryy  DDaayy

Dr. E. Faye
Williams

VViissuuaall  VVooiiccee

Dr.
Julianne
Malveaux

TTHHEESSEE  FFOOUURR  
MMIILLLLIIOONNAAIIRREESS  GGAAVVEE  AA
TTAAXX  CCUUTT  TTOO  TTHHEE  RRIICCHH,,
TTRRIIEEDD  TTOO  SSTTOOPP  OOBBMMAACCAARREE
AANNDD  HHAAVVEE  PPLLAANNSS  TTOO  CCUUTT
OOUURR  SSOOCCIIAALL  SSEECCUURRIITTYY                          

In North Carolina we can
retire King TRUMP and his
boot-licker U.S. Senator Thom
Tillis in the 12 seconds it takes

to mark our ballot. South
Carolina and Kentucky can do
the same and rid us of, put me
in coach, Lindsley Graham
and “Moscow” Mitch
McConnell (nick-name given
by Joe Scarborough from
MSNBC last year) also. We
must keep the senates seats
we have and flip at least five to
gain control of the U.S. Senate.

If we keep the U.S. House and
take the senate, we can
impeach King TRUMP again,
if he wins reelection, and this
time find him GUILTY with
our over 51 votes in the senate.
What Republican U.S. Senator
will you work overtime to flip
in your state? Roll call. Please
call out his or her name, state
and share with your family

and friends. If all progressives
register and vote in record
numbers like we did for
Obama in 2008, we will find
joy on November 3, 2020.
Psalm 30:5 “Weeping may
endure for a night but joy
cometh in the morning”.

JJaammeess  JJ..  HHaannkkiinnss
WWiillmmiinnggttoonn,,  NNCC

MALVEAUX
Continued on page 5
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(Via NNPANewswire.org)

It is a serious financial
problem that far too many
African Americans – from
impoverished individuals to
working-class families — face
these days in the bewilder-
ingly complicated health-
care market: Getting hit with
an unexpected bill after a
hospital stay or visit to the
emergency room.

Known as “surprise med-
ical billing,” these unexpect-
ed costs arise when a patient
goes to a hospital for emer-
gency or non-emergency
care, only to find out after-
wards that one of the medical
providers who administered
care was not covered in the
patient’s insurance network.

This outrageous situation
benefits one group and one
group alone: powerful insur-
ance executives, who have
managed to get off the finan-
cial hook for such bills, even
as insurers shrink insurance
coverage networks to wring
more and more profits out of
the system.

But this predatory practice
is overwhelming to a family
already dealing with the emo-
tional and financial burdens
of a medical crisis, typically
adding thousands of dollars
in unexpected expenses that
can wipe out savings
accounts or otherwise strain
tight household budgets.

So, what can be done to
stop and end surprise med-
ical billing?

The good news is that both
Republicans and Democrats
in Congress agree that legis-
lation is needed to protect
patients against unexpected
medical charges. But as with
many complicated issues
confronting Congress, law-
makers have been divided on
the details of such legisla-
tion.

Part of the paralysis in
Congress stems from confu-
sion and disinformation, as
insurance executives and
their allies try to frame the
debate to their advantage.

When Congress tried to
address the issue last year,

for example, the insurance
lobbying machine swung into
action, attempting to place
the blame for surprise bills
on out-of-network medical
providers who end up having
to charge patients when
insurers refuse to cover a
medical bill.

Big insurance almost got
its way in
that legisla-
tive debate
when a hand-
ful of law-
makers threw
support be-
hind a leg-
islative pro-
posal that
would shield
i n s u r a n c e
c o m p a n i e s
from paying
what they

ought to pay. The legislation,
championed by Sen. Lamar
Alexander (R-Tenn.), specifi-
cally called for setting bench-
marked rates for out-of-net-
work medical providers.

But far from solving the
problem, this approach
would make matters worse. It
not only frees insurers from
their responsibilities. It fails
to compensate providers for
the cost of the care that they
actually provide. And that, in
turn, means either patients
will get stuck with the bill or
medical providers will have
to absorb big losses that ulti-
mately jeopardize their abili-
ty to stay in business.

Fortunately, the proposed
bill stalled after the medical
community warned that the
benchmarked rate favored by
the insurance industry
would allow insurers to exert
a new troubling level of con-
trol over health-care prices
and the larger health-care
delivery system.

Now, as Congress begins to
take up the issue once again,
health insurance companies
that evaded significant
scrutiny last year seem to be
drawing close scrutiny now,
both inside and outside of
Washington.

Speaking to a group of
faith leaders and policymak-

ers in South Carolina, an
important stop for the 2020
Democratic presidential pri-
mary, Reverend Al Sharpton
criticized the surprise med-
ical billing legislation backed
by insurers and stressed the
urgent need to deal with the
continued lack of access to
adequate health insurance
coverage for minority com-
munities.

“Washington is getting it
wrong,” he wrote in an opin-
ion piece published after his
South Carolina trip, adding
that the bill introduced by
“Sen. Lamar Alexander (R-
Tenn.) to `solve’ the surprise
billing problem would literal-
ly insulate insurance compa-
nies from covering these
costs, at a time when profits
for insurance companies
have reached record highs.”

In the U.S. House of
Representatives, Ways and
Means Committee Chairman
Richard Neal (D-Ma.) predict-
ed that health insurers would
do little more than look out
for their own interest if they
were given the authority to
set rates for out-of-network
providers.

“My concern with giving
too much weight to such a
benchmark rate is that we
already know insurers are
looking for any way they can
to pay the least amount possi-
ble,” he said. “They will work
to push those rates down,
regardless of what it means
for community providers like
physicians, hospitals, and
our constituents who they
employ.”

There were similar con-
cerns in the U.S. Senate,
where Senator Bill Cassidy
(R-La.) warned that insurers
began gaming the system in
California once benchmark-
ing rates became the law of
the land in that state in 2016.

“Insurance companies can-
cel contracts and then they
have the negotiating power
and they establish” their own
rate, he said, adding that
such benchmarking of rates
would likely put hospitals
“out of business.”

It’s worth noting that law-

makers are raising such con-
cerns despite the consider-
able backing the insurance-
industry legislation has had
from two powerful lawmak-
ers: Senator Alexander,
chairman of the Senate
Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and
Pensions; and Frank Pallone,
the chairman of the House
Energy and Commerce
Committee, whose jurisdic-
tion includes health care
issues.

More than that, Senator
Cassidy introduced legisla-
tion that would eliminate
surprise medical billing by
establishing an arbitration
system between insurers and
providers — rather than
sticking the disputed medical
charges to patients. And that
legislation is gaining strong
bipartisan support, as is a
similar bill in the House that
is being advanced
Representative Phil Roe (R-
TN) and Representative Raul
Ruiz (D-CA), both of whom
are doctors.

Surprise medical billing is
a problem we can no longer
ignore, particularly at a time
when roughly two-thirds of
Americans say that they are
concerned about their ability
to pay for an unexpected med-
ical expense for themselves
or for a family member. And
this practice it is especially
hard on African Americans
and other people of color in
the U.S. who already face sig-
nificant barriers to health
care and who generally
receive lower quality of care
than the rest of the nation.

Congress has an opportu-
nity to make things right by
ending the practice of sur-
prise medical billing. Black
Americans and all others in
America shouldn’t be sad-
dled with exorbitant bills
that they had no reason to
expect – and that impose an
unjust financial burden.

Dr. Benjamin F. Chavis,
Jr. is President and CEO of
the National Newspaper
Publishers Association
(NNPA) and can be reached
at dr.bchavis@nnpa.org.
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OPINIONThursday, February 27, 2020

WW ith all of the political confusion and chaos
swirling around, a belief in the commitment of
the United States Supreme Court to always be on

the side of justice would be of comfort. Such confidence, how-
ever, would be ill-placed.

Historically, in spite of what aggrieved groups would con-
sider justice in their cases, the nation's high court has fallen
short. The decisions rendered have been more the function of

the cultural beliefs of the judges than of con-
sideration what "equal justice under the law"
actually means. Unjust laws have been sup-
ported by the US Supreme Court.

The verbiage of some of the US Supreme
Court Justices in rendering their decisions
has been heartbreaking. In the case of Buck v
Bell, the high court supported the right of
agencies to engage in forced sterilization of
those whom they considered to be inferior,
mentally or physically. Buck, who had been
sterilized after giving birth to one child, was
considered to be an "imbecile" for reasons that
made sense to eugenics proponents. Her child

had been taken away from her, and she decided to fight for jus-
tice. She challenged the laws that had made her sterilization
legal all the way up to the US Supreme Court, but lost. Justice
Oliver Wendell Holmes, still considered to be one of this coun-
try's greatest legal minds, wrote the reasoning behind the
Court's decision, ultimately writing his and the Court's belief
that "three generations of imbeciles are enough." The court
ruled against her 8-1.

When Southern Democrats repealed large portions of the
13th, 14th, and 15th amendments to the Constitution, the so-
called "Reconstruction Amendments" that were passed to
establish citizenship of African Americans, to finally make
slavery illegal, and to give African Americans the right to
vote and equal protection under the law, the Supreme Court
far too often supported them. The Court, say some scholars,
worked to protect the power of whites in power. There are
dozens of examples, but an underlying belief, says historian
Eric Foner in The Second Founding was that "nonwhite popu-
lations were unfit for participation in democracy." The
amendments notwithstanding, the Court very often upheld
the tenets of white supremacy.

Of course, we all know about the words of US Chief Justice
Roger Taney, who ruled in the Dred Scott decision that there
were "no rights of a black man that a white man was bound to
respect." And in Plessy v Ferguson, it was the US Supreme
Court that ruled that the state of Louisiana had not violated
the 14th Amendment by establishing and enforcing  a policy
of racial segregation in its railway system.

With the history of the nation's highest court being propo-
nents and supporters of injustice as regards the rights of
black and brown people, women, and others who are not
wealthy, white males, this present day is cause of concern.
Though judges and justices are supposed to be impartial, his-
torically, their rulings have shown that they are not. If one is
"poor and innocent," as Equal Justice Initiative Executive
Director Bryan Stevenson says, he or she has less chance of
obtaining justice in the courts than if he or she is "rich and
guilty."

All this matters because we are seeing a violation of "the
rule of law" coming from the federal government. Cases head-
ed to the nation's highest court include those dealing with
immigration, the Second Amendment, student debt,
Louisiana's abortion law, and the president's taxes.
(https://thehill.com/regulation/court-battles/475847-the-7-
big-supreme-court-cases-to-watch-in-2020) There is little to no
comfort that under this administration, which includes the
Justice Department under the direction of Bill Barr, justice
for "the least of these" will be done. The demand by the presi-
dent that people be loyal to him and not to the Constitution or
to the country presents a slew of problems, the biggest of
which is that the Court, which is now dominated by
Conservative judges, seems to be likewise wedded to the pres-
ident and not to the needs and concerns of ordinary people.

The fact that the Court has a history of being not so just to
the underserved in this nation makes today's reality a little
less jaunting; the dissipation of "justice" for "the least of
these" has never been a high priority, but with the goings on
of this administration and the blatant disregard for the rule
of law coupled with the demand of loyalty to a man whose
only interests are his own, the plight of this nation's most
ignored citizens will only deepen.

If it is true that the greatness of a nation is judged by the
way it treats its underserved, this country cannot be consid-
ered great, but rather, must be considered to be just as corrupt
as the nations it has historically disparaged for injustice and
human rights violations.

Rev. Dr. Susan K Smith is nearing completion of a book,
"On the Shores of America: Two Nations, Two Gods" and in
November, her book, "Rest for the Justice-Seeking Soul" will
be released by Whitaker House Publishers. To inquire about
booking her, contact cassady2euca@icloud.com.

Rev. Susan
K. Smith

THE BLATHE BLACK PRESS:CK PRESS:

USE  It or LOSE It!USE  It or LOSE It!

“If the lions do not write
their own history, then the

hunters will get all the
credit.”

--AN AFRICAN PROVERB

TOO BE EQUALTOO BE EQUAL
NNaattiioonnaall  UUrrbbaann  LLeeaagguuee  aanndd  BBEETT  NNeettwwoorrkkss  llaauunncchh  ##RReeccllaaiimmYYoouurrVVoottee

(Via TriceEdneyWire.com)

“Voter suppression isn’t
guns and hoses and bully
clubs and Bull Connor. It’s
administrative burdens that
interfere with your right to
vote. In the south they try to
stop you from getting on the
rolls … and to stay on the
rolls … and have your ballot
be counted. We need our
democracy to work, we need
poverty to end, we need dis-
enfranchisement to be a
thing of the past, because
when people are suppressed
or oppressed it rages. It may
be silent for some time but
eventually it will come out.”
– SSttaacceeyy  AAbbrraammss

DD uring a hearing in
2017, California
C o n g re s swo m a n

Maxine Waters secured her
place as a social media hero
when she dismissed the eva-
sive meanderings of Treasury
Secretary Steven Mnuchin
with the stern and uncompro-
mising retort, “Reclaiming
my time.”

Now, the National Urban
League and BET Networks

have turned Rep. Maxine
Waters’ iconic catchphrase,
into rallying cry.

#ReclaimYourVote is a
social change campaign com-
mitted to harnessing Black

collective po-
wer and
i n c r e a s i n g
Black partici-
pation in the
2020 Census
and the 2020
Election.

With its pri-
mary channel
reaching more
than 90 mil-
lion house-

holds, BET Networks  is the
nation's leading provider of
quality entertainment, music,
news and public affairs televi-
sion programming for the
African American audience.

The biggest part of
Russia’s insidious operation
to disrupt the 2016
Presidential election was
aimed at dissuading Black
Americans from voting, as
our 2019 State of Black
America® report revealed.
This illegal foreign operation
unfortunately aligned per-

fectly with a wave of racially-
motivated voter suppression
laws that have swept the
nation over the last several
years.

#Reclaim Your Vote is our
response.

Fully half the states in the
nation have enacted restric-
tive voter suppression laws,
aimed at racial minorities,
over the last 10 years. The
2013 Supreme Court decision
in Shelby v. Holder, which
gutted a key provision of the
Voting Rights Act, opened the
floodgate for racially-moti-
vated voter suppression.

Texas, for example, passed
a strict voter-ID law that
allows voters to use a hand-
gun license to vote, but not a
student ID from a state uni-
versity. According to the
Brennan Center for Justice,
more than 80 percent of
handgun licenses issued to
Texans in 2018 went to white
Texans, while more than half
of the students in the
University of Texas system
are racial or ethnic minori-
ties.

Meanwhile, Russia’s cam-
paign to disrupt and influ-

ence our democracy contin-
ues. We must be vigilant
against misinformation
about the candidates and any
efforts to mislead voters
about the election. One of the
most common tactics of hos-
tile foreign actors is to abuse
the trust in movements like
#BlackLivesMatter to insinu-
ate themselves into online
communities to spread lies
and dissuade Black people
from voting.

The nationwide
#ReclaimYourVote campaign
will layout the most signifi-
cant issues, break down oth-
erwise confusing processes,
and highlight specific ways
where we can reclaim our
collective power by harness-
ing the power of media,
entertainment, and technolo-
gy to drive civic engagement.

The next phases of
#ReclaimYourVote will focus
on rallying the community
around the critical matters
that directly affect them with
issues-based content and
comprehensive analysis.

“Marc Morial is
President/CEO of the
National Urban League.

Marc
Morial

of the iceberg because it fails
to deal with race systematical-
ly, but also because it manages
the evident and personal, not
the institutional.

In addition to being #MeToo
women, we are mothers, sis-

ters, daughters, and wives
(hello Julie Chen Moonves), so
some of us want to justify
patriarchy for “our” men. Our
son, husband, cousin, brother
“didn’t mean it” and could not
be that bad. Wake up call -- if
they violated a woman, they
were that bad. If they raped a
Black woman and you turned

away from the accusation, you
are wrong, you are horribly
and complicity wrong.

Tearing down the walls of
pernicious patriarchy means
attacking the very foundation
of our nation. When we attack
patriarchy, we also attack the
racism that is also part of our
foundation. Many have lined

up to 
Julianne Malveaux is an

economist, author, media con-
tributor and educator. Her lat-
est project MALVEAUX! On
UDCTV is available on
youtube.com. For booking,
wholesale inquiries or for
more info visit www.julian-
nemal veaux.com.

MALVEAUX
Continued from page 4

BBiigg  iinnssuurraannccee  mmuusstt  hheellpp  eenndd  ““SSuurrpprriissee  MMeeddiiccaall  BBiilllliinngg””

Dr.
Benjamin
Chavis Jr.
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Wilmington, N.C. -- Fifteen
years ago, Wilson Okello
stepped up to a microphone
for the first time. He immedi-
ately fell in love with the art of
spoken word.

"I also fell in love with the
connection, not only to the
craft, but to the community
that spoken word allows for,"
said Okello, an assistant pro-
fessor of higher education in
the Watson College of
Education. "I have used it as a
teaching tool and as a way to
connect with people ever
since."

Okello typically starts his
class with either a poem or
reflective meditation as a way
to approach the material in a
personal way, he said.

"I want to introduce my stu-
dents to the possibility within
the art to be able to tell a dif-
ferent story; to be able to
share their own story," Wilson
continued. "I want my stu-
dents to think about, particu-
larly as it relates to a course I
teach on social justice, how
we might be able to use this
art, this craft, to speak to
issues."

There is power in spoken
word, said Okello, who grew
up surrounded by oral tradi-
tion. "I think minoritized peo-
ple, black people in particular,
have always willed the word
in ways that kept our history

and allowed us to move it
across generations," he said.
"I see it as a vehicle for being
able to express ourselves."

Okello, the middle child of
three siblings, grew up in an
environment that supported
education. His two siblings
also pursued careers in high-
er education.

"My parents always
pushed education. They saw
it as an opportunity to fulfill
dreams," Okello said. "We
have so many cousins and so
many people who we know

that look up to us, and so, par-
ticularly coming up from the
area that we came from that
was steeply impoverished,
we know there are a lot of
eyes on us. We think about
creating pathways for them.
Our pursuit of the careers
that we are pursuing will
hopefully build a bridge for
them."

Okello was drawn to high-
er education because of its
interdisciplinary nature. His
teaching, research, and serv-
ice explore Africana/Black,

literary, feminist and per-
formance studies to press
upon education, and simulta-
neously, enrich our commu-
nities, he said.

"I desire for the students
with whom I engage to walk
away with more than record-
ed information; instead, I
want them to be able to do
something with what they
know," said Okello. "I hope
they know that they can be
curators and arbiters of the
ideas, art and knowledge our
world so desperately needs."

WW hen you decide to
go house hunting
and visit these

new home developments, use
caution if going without an
agent. Many consumers don't
understand that the onsite
agents in the model homes are
looking out for the builder's
interest only. By NC Real
Estate Commission rules
agents have to disclose to you
that they are working on
behalf of the builder. Most
onsite agents disclose this, but
many buyers still are totally
unaware of what this really
means. I have seen many buy-
ers run across problems dur-
ing construction and after
completion of construction.
Things like wrong flooring,
shotty workmanship, missing
upgraded options, stalls in
construction timelines to
name a few. All of these things
are on the builder and the
onsite agents, contractors are
working for the builder so
their alliance is sole with the
builder. Who has an alliance
with you?   

Let me highlight the Top 3

that you should do and know if
thinking about doing new con-
struction. 1) GET YOUR OWN
AGENT: It cost you ZERO to

have your own
agent. The
builder will pay
your Realtor a
commission to
help watch
your back, look
after your best
interest and be
in alliance with
you. Be sure it's
someone who
has experience

in new construction and isn't
affiliated with the builder. It's
important for you to have an
agent to represent your best
interests, from advising you
on making choices that can
affect your home's resale
value, finding out what items
may negotiable, to what extra
perks are available that is not
publically advertised. Some
developments have site regis-
tration policies that require
your agent to accompany you
on your 1st visit or at least put
on the registration form the

name/contact info of your
Realtor. This way it is known
out the gate that you will be
assisted with the process.
Buyers having their own
Realtors is a common practice
so it will not prevent the
onsite agent from answering
any of your questions and pro-
viding you all info for the
development. 2) CREATIVE
NEGOTIATIONS: Builders
don't like to drop their prices
since future buyers in the
development may expect simi-
lar discounts. Instead, you will
be more successful in getting
"on the back end" perks. Like
extra upgrades and features in
the home at no cost or builder
paid closing cost assistance.
The best perk for you will be
determined with your Realtor
so you can maximize the bene-
fits. 3) GET EVERYTHING IN
WRITING: Don't sign any-
thing until everything has
been negotiated, agreed upon
and written into the contract.
If you're considering pur-
chasing a home that is not yet
complete, it's very important
to spell out how the home will

be finished, what will happen
if construction is not com-
pleted on time and the dead-
lines for decisions that will
occur through the process.
Verbal agreements are
worthless and not binding, so
everything important must
be put in writing and signed
by all parties. There are
many other things that you
should be aware of so do your
family a huge favor and get
your own Realtor to avoid the
pitfalls.

Until next time, share this
article with at least 3 people
and with Realtors you know
that loves helping people. For
anyone that desires home-
ownership, reach out for your
Free personalized game plan
to purchase 1st-home in the
next 18 months or less no
matter the current finances.
For any Realtor that wants to
know more about how to lock
arms and let's bless the mass-
es, just reach out.

Brenda Dixon, Dixon
Realty Since 1991, 27 yrs. F/T
expertise.  Brenda@ getthat-
deed.com.  

CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY Thursday, February 27, 20206
NNeeww  HHaannoovveerr  CCoouunnttyy

TThhee  NNeeww  HHaannoovveerr  NNAAAACCPP monthly meeting is Thursday, February
27th, 7:00 pm at St. Stephen AME Church, 501 Red Cross Street,
Wilmington. The meeting will include information on the Mind,

Body & Soul Health Fair April 25 at the MLK
Center on Eigth Street in Wilmington. Other
important state and community issues will be on
the agenda as well as upcoming New Hanover
NAACP branch activities and events. Members and
friends are encouraged to attend. For more infor-
mation, call 910-508-9414 or email
nhcnaacp@gmail.com.

TThhee  NNeeww  HHaannoovveerr  CCoouunnttyy  BBooaarrdd  ooff  EEdduuccaattiioonn
Family Communications Committee will host a
Roundtable Discussion on Title IX. New Hanover
County Schools Title IX Director, Jarelle Lewis

will lead the conversation on the foundation of Title IX and how it
impacts students, employees, and our community. The event will
include a presentation, an opportunity for questions and answers
and an optional small group discussion on Thursday, February 27th,
6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. at Board of Education Center, 1805 S. 13th St.
Wilmington NC 28401

Policies for briefs, news, & photos on page 2.

CCoommppiilleedd  BByy  WWiillmmiinnggttoonn  JJoouurrnnaall  SSttaaffff

Community
Briefs

GET THAT DEED AND FLIP THOSE KEYS!GET THAT DEED AND FLIP THOSE KEYS!

NNeeww  ccoonnssttrruuccttiioonn,,  pprrootteecctt  yyoouurrsseellff

BBrreennddaa  
DDiixxoonn

UUNNCCWW  aassssiissttaanntt  pprrooffeessssoorr  WWiillssoonn  OOkkeelllloo  
eennggaaggeess  ssttuuddeennttss  wwiitthh  tthhee  aarrtt  ooff  ssppookkeenn  wwoorrdd

WILSON OKELLO 

UUppddaattee

EEffffeeccttiivvee  FFeebbrraarryy  1133,,  22002200,,  
TThhee  WWiillmmiinnggttoonn  JJoouurrnnaall’’ss  ccoosstt

iinnccrreeaasseedd  ttoo  $$11..0000  ppeerr  ccooppyy..    
LLooccaall    ssuubbssccrriippttiioonnss  wwiillll  bbee  

$$4455..0000  ppeerr  yyeeaarr..      
OOuutt--ooff--ttoowwnn  ssuubbssccrriippttiioonnss  wwiillll  bbee

$$5500..0000  ppeerr  yyeeaarr..

TTOO  SSUUBBSSCCRRIIBBEE,,  
PPLLEEAASSEE  CCAALLLL  UUSS  AATT  991100--776622--55550022

TThheessee  pprriiccee  cchhaannggeess  aarree  nneecceessssaarryy
bbeeccaauussee  ooff  tthhee  iinnccrreeaassee  iinn  mmaaiilliinngg  

aanndd  pprroodduuccttiioonn  ffeeeess..  

TThhaannkk  yyoouu  ffoorr  yyoouurr  ccoonnttiinnuueedd  ssuuppppoorrtt..
The  Staffff  and  Management    off    

TThhee  WWiillmmiinnggttoonn  JJoouurrnnaall  

CCFFCCCC  SSuussttaaiinnaabbiilliittyy
TTeecchhnnoollooggiieess  PPrrooggrraamm  

rreeccooggnniizzeedd  ffoorr  EExxcceeppttiioonnaall
EEnnvviirroonnmmeennttaall  SStteewwaarrddsshhiipp
Cape Fear Community

College is pleased to
announce that the CFCC
Sustainability Technologies
program was recently recog-
nized with the Stewardship
Champion Award from the
Lower Cape Fear
Stewardship Development
Coalition.

The Stewardship
Champion Award is given
annually to professionals
who have demonstrated
exceptional commitment and
vision to environmental
practices, programs, issues,
development, and design.
Furthermore, the award rec-
ognizes the recipients as
environmental stewardship
“champions, trailblazers,
and visionaries.” The award
was presented at the Lower
Cape Fear Stewardship
Development Coalition’s
Awards Luncheon held
February 20, 2020, at the
Coastline Conference and
Event Center.

“I'm humbled and honored
to be recognized by the
Lower Cape Fear
Stewardship Development
Coalition,” said CFCC
Sustainability Technologies
Program Director John
Wojciechowski. “Not only is
this a great achievement by
our program, but it shows
the great relationships we
have with local private and
public organizations.”

"Cape Fear Community
College's Sustainability
Technologies program is so
relevant in today's eco-con-

scious business climate,"
said CFCC President Jim
Morton. "Our instructors are
leaders in the field who work
diligently to prepare our stu-
dents for jobs that are in
demand nationwide.  We are
honored to receive this
important award that recog-
nizes their efforts and the
significance of this program
in our community."

The CFCC Sustainability
Technologies program is
designed to meet the needs
and challenges of the new
energy economy. The pro-
gram provides a technology-
based degree with an empha-
sis on the three areas of sus-
tainability, building perform-
ance, and renewable energy.
Graduates from the program
go on to work in a wide range
of industries or transfer to a
four-year college or universi-
ty. For more information
about the Sustainability
Technologies program at
CFCC, visit cfcc.edu/sustain-
ability-technologies/.

Since 2005, the Lower Cape
Fear Stewardship
Development Coalition has
annually recognized develop-
ment projects that demon-
strate outstanding environ-
mental stewardship through
the protection, conservation,
improvement, and awareness
of our natural resources. The
Coalition is a 501(c)(3) non-
profit, with a governing
council consisting of county
and state agencies, business-
es, and administrative pro-
grams.  

mailto:nhcnaacp@gmail.com
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BBYY  BBRRIIAANNNNAA  NNAARRGGIISSOO

(TriceEdneyWire.com) -
On the same day that thou-
sands gathered in the Los
Angeles Staples Center to
memorialize super star Koby
Bryant and his daughter,
GiGi, it was announced later
that Vanessa Bryant, widow
of Kobe Bryant, has filed a
wrongful death suit against
helicopter company, Island
Express claiming the lives of
her husband and daughter
was the result of pilot negli-
gence.

The lawsuit filed by
Bryant’s lawyers alleges that
Island Express is responsible
for the Jan. 26, 2020 plane
crash into a Calabasas hill-
side that killed Kobe and
Gianna.

The lawsuit states that the
pilot, Ara Zobayan, was fly-
ing at an accelerated rate and
under extremely foggy condi-
tions when the helicopter

crashed and killed Kobe and
Gianna Bryant along with
seven others. The lawsuit
also states that the defendant,
Island Express Helicopters
allowed the flight with ‘full
knowledge” that the Sikorsky
S-76B helicopter was flying in
“unsafe weather conditions.”

According to the Los
Angeles Times, the com-
plaint in Los Angeles County
Superior Court against
Fillmore-based Island
Express Holding Corp. and
Island Express Helicopters
alleges that pilot Ara
Zobayan, who also died in the
crash in Calabasas, failed “to
use ordinary care in piloting
the subject aircraft” and was
negligent.

Zobayan was also repri-
manded in 2015 for reckless
flying, ignoring visibility
rules that prohibited flying,
reported TMZ Sports.

Kobe Bryant, the com-
plaint alleges, died “as a

direct result of the negligent
conduct of Zobayan” for
which “the company is vicar-
iously liable in all respects,”
reported the Los Angeles
Times.

Defendants in the lawsuit
are listed as Island Express
and the estate of Zobayan.

USA Today notes that
although there is no dollar
amount listed in the lawsuit,
Bryant is suing for general,
economic and punitive dam-
ages.

The news of the lawsuit
comes after the memorial
service of Kobe and Gianna
at the Staples Center in Los
Angeles celebrated the life of
the father daughter duo that
was cut short on Jan. 26, 2020.
Both Kobe and Gianna were
travelling in a helicopter
from John Wayne Airport to
Camarillo Airport for a bas-
ketball game before hitting a
mountain at 1700 feet, killing
all people onboard.

VVaanneessssaa  BBrryyaanntt  ffiilleess  wwrroonnggffuull  ddeeaatthh  ssuuiitt  aaggaaiinnsstt  hheelliiccoopptteerr  ccoommppaannyy  iinn  ddeeaatthh  ooff  KKoobbee  aanndd  GGiiggii

VANESSA BRYANT

BBYY  SSTTAACCYY  MM..  BBRROOWWNN
NNPA NEWSWIRE SENIOR
CORRESPONDENT

Fifty-five years ago, music
changed forever.

In 1965, pop music’s most
celebrated and dynamic
dynasty was born when five
brothers from Gary, Indiana
formed The Jackson 5.

With hits like “I’ll Be
There,” “The Love You Save”
and “I Want You Back,” the
brothers Jackson took the
world by storm. Their trail-
blazing act set the stage for
music’s single most influen-
tial artist — the King of Pop:
Michael Jackson.

While the Jackson 5 never
won a Grammy, Michael
would eventually dominate
all awards and shatter every
record known to music.

With hits too numerous to
recite and including “Off
the Wall,” “Thriller,” “Billie
Jean,” “Bad,” and “Man in
the Mirror,” Michael’s solo

accomplishments remain
unchallenged, for he was not
only idolized by fans but
considered a star among all
other celebrities.

To put in perspective, the
praise heaped upon Michael,
think Beyoncé and add 100
times or more to that.

However, it should not be
mistaken, whatever the
Jackson 5 — who were later
rebranded as The Jacksons
— lacked in awards, they
more than made up for it in
record sales and concert
receipts.

As far as talent, it wasn’t
all Michael.

On stage, Jackie,
Jermaine, Tito, Marlon, and
even Randy proved as talent-
ed as any pop star. That’s far
from hyperbole. Anyone who
shared the stage with
Michael that often —and
more than held their own —
had to possess similar tal-
ent.

The only thing better than

a Michael Jackson concert
was a show featuring
Michael AND his brothers.

“Nobody worked harder
than Michael,” family patri-
arch, the late Joseph
Jackson, once told this
reporter. “But nobody except
my boys could run with
him,” Jackson stated.

Jermaine, perhaps the
best-known group member
not named Michael, also was
ticketed for superstardom. It
was no mistake that
Jermaine was seen as the
glue to hold the brothers
together.

He also possessed a string
of hits including, “Let’s Get
Serious,” “Dynamite,” and
“When the Rain Begins to
Fall.”

Tito would go on to front a
Blues band, while Jackie
found success producing
other artists.

The Jackson Five earned
induction into the Rock and
Roll Hall of Fame in 1997,

while Michael was inducted
as a solo artist four years
later.

Michael Jackson died in
2009, but his music contin-
ues to top the charts routine-
ly.

Michael’s legacy has
eclipsed Elvis Presley, John

Lennon, and all other super-
stars. His estate continues to
rake in hundreds of millions
of dollars each year, and
fans are as loyal as ever.

The Jacksons have since
resumed touring, wowing a
new generation of fans, and
remains a top concert draw.

“There was always magic
in Michael and something
special in all of them,”
Motown Records founder
Berry Gordy stated.

Stated Motown Legend
Stevie Wonder: “There will
never be another Michael
nor another Jackson Five.”

TThhee  JJaacckkssoonn  FFiivvee  ––  FFiivvee
Motown’s celebrated icons started churning out hits in 1965

THE JACKSON FIVE
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Katherine Johnson, the
legendary NASA physicist
and mathematician whose
work played a key role in the
early successes of the U.S.
space program, passed away
at 101 years old on the morn-
ing of February 24 in
Newport News, Va. Johnson
played a pivotal role in help-
ing the U.S. land men on the
moon during the space race
in the 1960s and was por-
trayed by actress Taraji P.
Henson in the 2017 film
“Hidden Figures.” The book
based on the film by the same
name was written by Margot
Lee Shetterly.

With little more than a pen-
cil and a slide rule Johnson
calculated the exact trajecto-
ries for Apollo 11 land on the
moon in 1969. and, after Neil
Johnson worked in a world
where errors were fatal.

The lives of three brilliant
African American women
were featured in the book and
subsequent film. They were
Johnson, Dorothy Vaughan,
who passed in 2008, and Mary
Jackson who passed in 2005.
Vaughan and Jackson were
from Hampton, Va. and
Johnson was from West
Virginia. Johnson graduated
from West Virginia State
University and West Virginia
University.

Johnson was awarded the

Congressional Gold Medal on
November 8, 2019, after
House Science Committee
Chairwoman Chairwoman
Eddie Bernice Johnson’s
passed legislation to honor
her.

Former NASA mathemati-
cian Katherine Johnson is
seen after President Barack
Obama presented her with
the Presidential Medal of
Freedom, Tuesday, Nov. 24,
2015, during a ceremony in
the East Room of the White
House in Washington. (Photo:
NASA/Bill Ingalls,
Wikimedia Commons)

Former NASA mathemati-
cian Katherine Johnson is
seen after President Barack
Obama presented her with
the Presidential Medal of
Freedom, Tuesday, Nov. 24,
2015, during a ceremony in
the East Room of the White
House in Washington. (Photo:
NASA/Bill Ingalls,
Wikimedia Commons)

“We’re saddened by the
passing of celebrated
#HiddenFigures mathemati-
cian Katherine Johnson.
Today, we celebrate her 101
years of life and honor her
legacy of excellence that
broke down racial and social
barriers,” tweeted NASA
after news of Johnson’s pass-
ing.

In September 1960 mathe-
matician Katherine Johnson
published NASA’s first scien-
tific paper to name a woman
as author. Johnson’s trajecto-
ry calculations were vital to

the US space missions.
“There were no textbooks,

so we had to write them,”
Johnson said.

“It is with deep sadness
that I learned of the passing
of Katherine Johnson, a
truly brilliant mathemati-
cian and pioneer. She broke
down barriers as one of the
few African-American
women mathematicians
working at the Flight
Dynamics and Control
Division at NASA Langley,”
wrote Congressman Bobby
Scott who represents
Newport News, Va.

“Her work helped put the
first Americans in space and
send the Apollo 11 astronauts
to the moon, thereby helping
the United States win the
Space Race. While I knew
Katherine Johnson and her
family personally for many
years, like so many
Americans I never fully
appreciated the work that
she, Dorothy Vaughn, Mary
Jackson, Christine Darden
and the many other African
American women at NASA
trailblazed for so many until
their untold story was
revealed in Hidden Figures.
Mrs. Johnson was a true
American hero, and we were
so proud to have her call
Hampton Roads home. I want
to send my deepest condo-
lences to her family and
friends, and to everyone who
was inspired by her remark-
able life and work,” Rep. Scott
added.

“Toay we mourn the loss of
an American hero and a pio-
neer for women and African
Americans in STEM fields.
Katherine Johnson played a
pivotal role in the outcome of
the space race during her 35-
year career at NASA and its
predecessor, NACA. Without
her accomplishments and
those of her fellow Hidden
Figures, which went largely
unrecognized until the last
decade, the outcome of the
Space Race may have been

quite different. Her achieve-
ments and impacts on our
country are great, and her
loss will be felt by many. I
send my heartfelt condo-
lences to her loved ones and
colleagues,” NASA said in a
statement.

“We’ve lost an icon and
brilliant mathematician with
the passing of Katherine
Johnson. A barrier breaker
and inspiration for women of
color everywhere,
Katherine’s legendary work

with NASA will forever leave
a mark on our history. My
heart goes out to her family
and loved ones,” said Sen.
Kamala Harris (D-CA).

Lauren Victoria Burke is
an independent journalist for
NNPA and the host of the
podcast BURKEFILE. She is
also a political strategist as
Principal of Win Digital
Media LLC. She may be con-
tacted at
LBurke007@gmail.com and
on twitter at @LVBurke
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For consumers, business-
es, organizations and govern-
ments alike, annual budgets
typically reflect not only line
items but priorities as well.
As A. Philip Randolph
reminded us more than 50
years ago with the release of
the “Freedom Budget,” such
documents reflect the morals
of our nation. Especially
when they show how much
we value the most vulnerable
among us.

The recent White House
fiscal year (FY) 2021 proposal
would fund the Defense
Department at $636.4 billion
dollars, a slight increase
above that of FY 2020. At the
same time, $339.1 billion in
budget cuts are proposed.
These cuts would severely
impact the nation’s social
service safety network, com-
prised of a wide range of
services and programs like
food stamps, consumer finan-
cial protection, low-income
energy assistance, enforce-
ment of federal laws, trans-
portation projects, environ-
mental remediation and
more.

And at a time when higher
education is increasingly
essential to the nation’s eco-
nomic future, the White
House proposal would elimi-
nate $56.6 billion, a 7.8%
reduction from current lev-
els.

“Eliminated programs
include Federal
Supplemental Education
Opportunity Grants, which
duplicates Pell Grants but are
less targeted on those who
need the most help,” states
the Education budget sum-
mary.” Its summary also
notes how the budget “pro-
tects students by eliminating

default for impoverished bor-
rowers” and “closing loop-
holes currently allowing
high-earning graduate
degree holding borrowers to
avoid repaying their student
loans, leaving taxpayers hold-
ing the bag.”

To be clear — no one really
chooses to default on a stu-
dent loan. Defaults occur
when loan payments exceed a
borrower’s ability-to-repay,
not a willful choice. A signifi-
cant number of these
defaults were incurred at
high-cost for-profit colleges.

Research and analysis by
the Center for Responsible
Lending finds that although
for-profit college enrollment
represents 6% of all college
students, these schools gener-
ate over 33% of all students
who default on their loans.
Further, CRL found that only
21% of all for-profit students
in four-year programs gradu-
ate within six years.

Today there are over 44
million student loan borrow-
ers whose growing reliance
on loans corresponds with
the still-rising cost of higher
education. Except for the
financially well-off, student
loans are being used more,
not less, and include con-
sumers of varying income
levels.

If these cuts take effect
with Congress’ approval, the
federal commitment to high-
er education will become yet
another funding retreat
begun nearly a decade ago at
the state level.

“State funding for public
colleges and universities has
steadily declined, contribut-
ing to higher tuitions for
most students,” says James
Kvaal and Jessica Thompson,
co-authors of a new policy
brief by the University of
New Hampshire’s Carsey
School of Public Policy.

“State funding is not only
declining but it is also dis-
tributed inequitably.”

“The maximum Pell grant
– the federal college scholar-
ship that helps low-income
students pay tuition and liv-
ing expenses – today covers
only 28% of college costs, the
lowest share in over 40
years,” continued Kvaal and
Thompson. “The current
financial aid system is not
only underfunded but is not
designed to help students
meet extra needs or absorb
unexpected financial blows.”

Even so, the White House
education budget proposal
would carve out more than $2
billion for Career and
Technical Education (CTE)
state grants and CTE
National Programs. Eligible
CTE recipients could be pri-
vate businesses offering

short-term, training or
apprenticeships. Under the
proposal, Pell Grants could
be also used for CTE training,
siphoning off funds tradi-
tionally used at two and four-
year institutions.

To put it another way, tax-
payer-funded on-the-job
training – as short as 30 days
or as long as six months –
could soon enhance the profit
margins of businesses.
Historically, higher educa-
tion leads to a credential – an
associate, bachelor, or gradu-
ate course of study that upon
completion leads to a higher
competitive edge in the gen-
eral marketplace.

“As States begin to think
about their long-term career
and technical education
strategies,” said Education
Secretary Betsy DeVos, “I
would encourage them to con-

tinue to act boldly and break
down the silos that exist
between education and indus-
try so that all students are
prepared for the in-demand,
high-paying jobs of today’s
economy and tomorrow’s.”

What does seem to be bold
is an administration that con-
sistently and deliberately
seeks new ways to benefit pri-
vate enterprise at the public
trough. These new funding
streams are also accompa-
nied by departmental deregu-
lation that “streamline and
reduce unnecessary costs
with accreditation”, states
the budget summary.

Sounds like in the name of
‘deregulation’, this adminis-
tration is intent on eliminat-
ing more ‘checks and bal-
ances’ on the use of public
monies.

“Instead of preventing

predatory institutions from
wasting taxpayer dollars,
Secretary DeVos is under-
mining the federal invest-
ment in higher education by
shielding the interests of for-
profit institutions and private
corporations that prey on stu-
dents of color, low-income
borrowers, veterans, women,
and older Americans,” said
Ashley Harrington, CRL’s
Federal Advocacy Director.
“We urge Congress and the
current Administration to
stop protecting these predato-
ry institutions at the expense
of already vulnerable and
marginalized groups.”

Charlene Crowell is the
deputy director of communi-
cations with the Center for
Responsible Lending. She
can be reached at
charlene.crowell@responsi-
blelending.org.

FFYY  22002211  WWhhiittee  HHoouussee  bbuuddggeett  pprrooppoossaall  ccuuttss  $$6666..66  bbiilllliioonn  ffrroomm  eedduuccaattiioonn
More than $2 billion directed to short-Term career and technical training

“The maximum Pell grant – the federal college scholarship that helps low-income students pay tuition and living
expenses – today covers only 28% of college costs, the lowest share in over 40 years,” says James Kvaal and Jessica
Thompson, co-authors of a new policy brief by the University of New Hampshire’s Carsey School of Public Policy.

IINN  MMEEMMOORRIIAAMM::

KKaatthheerriinnee  JJoohhnnssoonn,,  aa  ppiioonneeeerriinngg  NNAASSAA  MMaatthheemmaattiicciiaann  ffeeaattuurreedd  iinn  ““HHiiddddeenn  FFiigguurreess,,””  ddiieess  aatt  110011

JOHNSON’S COMPUTATIONS HAVE INFLUENCED EVERY MAJOR SPACE PROGRAM FROM
MERCURY THROUGH THE SHUTTLE PROGRAM. JOHNSON WAS HIRED AS A RESEARCH MATHE-
MATICIAN AT THE LANGLEY RESEARCH CENTER WITH THE NATIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE
FOR AERONAUTICS (NACA), THE AGENCY THAT PRECEDED NASA, AFTER THEY OPENED HIRING
TO AFRICAN-AMERICANS AND WOMEN.
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http://www.wilmingtonjournal.com
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BBYY  SSTTAACCYY  MM..  BBRROOWWNN
NNPA NEWSWIRE SENIOR
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Fifty-two years after the
assassination of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., and 55 years
after Jim Crow, Mississippi is
burning again.

Phil Bryant, the now-former
governor of Mississippi – a
state that was one of the flash-
points of the civil rights move-
ment, and a haven for the Ku
Klux Klan – has sparked under-
standable outrage after tweet-
ing a racist claim that if the
Magnolia State elects its first
Black senator, there would be
1,000 years of darkness.

“I intend to work for @cindy-
hydesmith as if the fate of
America depended on her sin-
gle election,” Gov. Phil Bryant
tweeted on January 2. “If Mike
Espy and the liberal Democrats
gain the Senate, we will take
that first step into a thousand
years of darkness.”

Bryant, a Republican, left
office on January 14 after serv-
ing two terms.

Espy lost to Hyde-Smith in
Mississippi’s special U.S.
Senate runoff election in 2018.
After announcing that he was
running again this year, Espy
said he could win by building a
diverse coalition of voters.

With a victory, Espy would
become Mississippi’s first
Black senator in more than 139
years.

“We’re going after everybody
— white, black, Democrat, per-
suadable Republican, persuad-
able moderates and those in the
middle,” Espy told the AP in
November 2019.

“But I know where they are
now. I’m not flying blind.”
During his first campaign
against Hyde-Smith, a video
surfaced showing her praising
a supporter by saying she’d
attend a “public hanging” if he

invited her.
Bryant rekindled those senti-

ments with his tweet, setting
social media ablaze with anger.

Many pointed out the state’s
history of racism and recent
and ongoing problems at
Parchman Prison, a former
plantation that housed hun-
dreds of slaves and whose popu-
lation includes more than 60
percent Blacks; the state’s
debtor’s prison that punishes
mostly African Americans; and
a recent state Supreme Court
decision to affirm a 12-year
prison sentence for a Black
man who turned over a cell
phone to a corrections officer.

“Darkness follows
Mississippi Gov Phil Bryant
around,” feminist Paula Cain
wrote on Twitter. “Every time
that old white man opens his
racist, uneducated mouth —
darkness flows out.”

Sharon Raynor, a retired mil-
itary officer, agreed with Cain.
“The Mississippi governor is
still living in the Jim Crow
era,” Raynor stated.

Alvon Phillips, a medical
technician, said the comments
are in line with what the state
represents.

“Anyone can clearly see how
racist and prejudiced this
Mississippi governor is and
what race of people he truly
represents; the only race whose
interest he cares to advance,”
Phillips stated. “Now, you can
understand why Mississippi is
last in everything. Last in edu-
cation, wages, and develop-
ment.”

Journalist Joe Jurado ana-
lyzed Bryant’s comments in a
January 9 article for The Root.

“Mississippi has a very long
and very violent history of
racism: 600 black people were
lynched between 1877 to 1950,
the most of any state,” Jurado
recalled.

“Up until 2017, the state still

had predominately segregated
schools. This makes it all the
more surprising than the gover-
nor believes Mike Espy being
elected to the Senate would
open the doors of Guf and
bring about the fourth impact,”
Jurado stated.

“We’re talking about the
same man who, after Hyde-
Smith came under fire for her
lynching comments, went on a
podium and compared Black
women getting abortions to
genocide. Hyperbolic racism
just seems to be this dude’s go-
to.”

In a June 1964 profile, The
New York Times called
Mississippi “the most segregat-
ed state, and noted that,
“Through most of the state’s
history, the White supremacists
have been able to control gov-
ernment at the local and state
levels.”

A 2019 lawsuit filed by three
Black residents challenged
Mississippi’s requirement that
candidates running for
statewide office must win both
a majority of the popular vote
and at least 62 of 122 state
House of Representatives dis-
tricts.

The law, which was put into
place in 1890 when White politi-
cians openly sought to suppress
the Black vote, states that no
candidate fulfills both require-
ments, the House then decides a
statewide election, and repre-
sentatives aren’t required to
vote along with their districts.

“This racist electoral scheme
achieved, and continues to
achieve, the framers’ goals by
tying the statewide election
process to the power structure
of the House,” the plaintiffs
stated in the lawsuit.

“So long as white
Mississippians controlled the
House, they would also control
the elections of statewide offi-
cials.”

In an op-ed about Mississippi
for The Atlantic late last year,
Jesmyn Ward, an author who
teaches creative writing at
Tulane University, said racism
makes itself known very vocal
and confrontational ways.

“But perhaps the most tragic
manifestation of racist senti-
ment in Mississippi is silent.
Built into the very bones of this
place. My state starves its peo-
ple and, in doing so, actively
resists Dr. Martin Luther
King’s legacy,” Ward stated.

“Our Republican lawmakers
have made an effort to undercut
programs that serve the poor,
maybe because so many people
of color in Mississippi live in
poverty and depend on social
programs for help.”
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BBYY  BBRRIIAANNNNAA  NNAARRGGIISSOO

(TriceEdneyWire.com)-As
political observers continue
to track America's high val-
ued Black vote to see which
Democratic Presidential can-
didate may win the lion's
share this election year, the
National Policy Alliance will
host the National Black
Political Convention at the
Washington Plaza Hotel in
Washington, D.C. April 16-18,
2020 to create a universal
Black agenda.

"Voices sharing what we
need to be focused on, plan-
ning and getting an agenda
that is actually pertinent to
our future." This is how con-
vention planner Linda
Haithcox Taylor describes the
convention, expected to draw
members of Congress, speak-
ers and political activists
from around the country.

Presidential candidates
Mayor Pete Buttigieg, Sen.
Elizabeth Warren, Mayor
Michael Bloomberg and Vice
Pres. Joe Biden have all con-
firmed their attendance.
Confirmed speakers include
Sen. Cory Booker, Sen.
Kamala Harris, Congressman
Anthony Brown,
Congresswoman Maxine
Waters, Doug Williams and
more than 30 others. Pres.

Barack Obama has also been
invited to speak about what
Black people should be doing
during this election period
and throughout the next eight
years.

The convention will serve
as a political caucus for both
Black voters, government
officials and community
organizers as Black leaders
reconcile some of the most
compelling issues and con-
cerns that are heavily impact-
ing the Black community. The
status of healthcare, econom-
ic and environmental justice,
affordable housing, educa-
tion, criminal justice, Black
veteran's affairs, energy,
media relations and the role
of the Black entertainment
industry are among those
crucial issues.

On April 16, two weeks
before the Maryland primary,
The National Black Political
Convention will kick off its
weekend of events with a
presidential forum at Bowie
State University in
Baltimore. Bowie is signifi-
cant because not only is it the
oldest historically Black uni-
versity in Maryland, but in
2017 the university also wel-
comed its first female presi-
dent, Dr. Anita Breaux.

The goal is to spend the
weekend creating a united

Black agenda to be sent to
both the Democratic National
Committee and the
Republican National
Committee. Issues will be dis-
cussed through a series of
speaker-led sessions. Sessions
can also expect to be diverse
in generation, offering repre-
sentation for both older and
younger voters.

Conveners for the conven-
tion include National Blacks
in Government, National
Association for Equal
Opportunity in Higher
Education, National Black
Agenda, and the Futures
Forum among others.

Attendants can register for
the National Black Political
Convention by going to the
website of the National
Policy Alliance:
https://npalinks.org/nbpc/

The first National Black
Political Convention in 1972
served as the first major gath-
ering of Black voters and
political thinkers in Gary,
Indiana united to discuss the
pressing social and economic
issues of the time. These
issues included minimum
wage discrepancies, home
rule for Washington, D.C, the
elimination of capital pun-
ishment and more.

Thousands of African-
American intellectuals, com-

munity organizers and voters
were present alongside repre-
sentatives from 46 states.
Notable attendees were then
presidential candidate
Shirley Chisolm, volunteer
sargeant at arms Muhammad
Ali, Black Panther Party co-
founder Bobby Seale, Mrs.
Coretta Scott King, the Rev.
Jesse Jackson Sr., Min. Louis
Farrakan, civil rights icon
Dick Gregory among others.

From this convention came
several united principles pur-
sued by Black civil rights
organizations, religious lead-
ers, local, state and national
officials. Convention partici-
pants convened to discuss the
creation of a Black agenda to

be given to political parties.
Echoing the legacy of the

1972 convention, 44 years
later, in 2016 another conven-
tion was hosted, this time by
the National Policy Alliance.
Missioned as an organization
that "brings together public
officials, community leaders,
aspiring public servants, and
the citizens they serve," the
National Policy Alliance
organized what would be the
second National Black
Political Conference marking
the end of Pres. Barack
Obama's term as president.
The agenda of issues includ-
ed but was not limited to edu-
cation, gun control, health-
care, voting rights and eco-
nomic opportunities for

African-Americans.
Since the first convention

in 1972, the number of Black
members of Congress has
more than tripled, signifi-
cantly increasing Black rep-
resentation in government.
However, many challenges
remain and can expect to be
redressed and brainstormed
for applicable solutions.

Taylor says the National
Policy Alliance wants the
room full of people dedicated
to the Black agenda, ready to
propose solutions and share
experiences contributable to
the cause of the convention.
She concludes, "This is not
and has never been a meeting
about complaining, it's a
meeting about solutions."

NNaattiioonnaall  BBllaacckk  PPoolliittiiccaall  CCoonnvveennttiioonn  aaiimmss  ttoo  sseett  BBllaacckk  aaggeennddaa  
April 16-18 gathering expected to draw Democratic Presidential Candidates, National Policy Makers, Activists

Congresswoman Maxine
Waters is slated to
speak.

Sen. Cory Booker on
agenda to speak.

Sen. Kamala Harris also
set to speak.

OOuuttggooiinngg  MMiissssiissssiippppii  ggoovveerrnnoorr  ssaayyss  ssttaattee  ffaacceess  ““11,,000000  yyeeaarrss  ooff  DDaarrkknneessss””  iiff  BBllaacckk  mmaann  eelleecctteedd

Photo: U.S. Department of Agriculture / Wikimedia Commons
Governor Phil Bryant poses a question to Agriculture
Secretary Tom Vilsack who was the guest speaker at the
National Governors Association Education, Early Childhood
and Workforce Committee meeting in Washington, D.C., on
Sunday, February 26, 2012. USDA Photo by Lance.Cheung. 

https://npalinks.org/nbpc/


MMss..  BBeettttyy  JJoo  MMiittcchheellll

Ms. Betty Jo Mitchell, the daughter of
the late George Mitchell and the late
Alice Mitchell Newton, was born
December 27, 1944, in Wilmington North
Carolina. She spent the early years of
her life in the Seabreeze Community
before moving with her family to
Wilmington. In loving tribute, Memorial
services were held at 11 AM on Saturday,
February 22, 2020, at From Death to
Destiny Outreach Ministries, Inc. in
Wilmington, N. C. and Willie A. Watkins
Funeral Home, Atlanta, Georgia. At an
early age, she joined the Ebenezer
Baptist Church in Wilmington North
Carolina, where she sang in the youth
choir and served on the youth usher
board. She was a product of the New
Hanover County School System, gradu-
ating from "The Greatest School under
the Sun" - Williston Senior High School
in the Class of 1963. At Williston, she
was a cheerleader and was elected 'Miss
Williston" her senior year. Betty Jo con-
tinued her education by earning a
Bachelor's degree from Morris Brown
College in Atlanta, Georgia and earning
a Master's Degree from New York
University (NYU). At Morris Brown,
she was inducted into the Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, selected as Miss Kappa
Alpha Psi , Miss Sophomore ,and was
Editor-in-Chief of the 196 7 Brownie
yearbook. After marriage to Ernest
Dicks, she moved to Morris Plains, New
Jersey where she taught at Parsippany
Hills High School for several years
before retiring and moving back to
Wilmington. Betty loved, adored, and
spoiled her nieces and nephews. While
in New Jersey, each summer, she would
fly all of them, at the same time, to vaca-
tion with her.

She was predeceased by her parents,
three sisters Emellen, Mary, and
Patricia; three brothers: Arthur,
Thomas, and Lawrence. Left to cherish
her memories are her brother, Dwight
Mitchell (Edna) and her sister Betsy
Smith: a brother-in-law: Edward Irving;
and a beautiful array of nieces,
nephews, cousins, friends and other rel-
atives. A service of Adkins-Drain
Funeral Service, Inc., 515 So. 8th Street,
Wilmington, N. C. 28401. Condolences
may be shared at adkinsdrainfuner-
alservice.com.

MMaarryy  NNiixxoonn  MMoooorree

Mary Louise Nixon- Jones Moore
was born to the late Willie Nixon and
Matilda Ann Nixon Jones on March 17,
1934, in Rocky Point, North Carolina. In
addition to her parents she was prede-
ceased by her brothers Ruben C. Jones,
Willis M. Jones, Ernes E. Nixon, sisters,
Luretha Mack, Bertha Scott and a very
special aunt, Dora Mae Johnson.

At an early age, Mary Lou dedicated
her life to the Lord and was a lifelong
member of Myrtle Grove AME Church
serving as a Sunday School Teacher and
member of the Senior Choir. She was
educated in New Hanover county
Schools and grew up in the Hillcrest
Community. Mary Lou took great pride
in caring for her husband, her children,
grand and great grandchildren. She
doted on each and every one of them;
cooking, cleaning, mentoring and
always "sparing the rod but not spoiling
the child".

"Pig" as she was affectionately called
by her husband and brother, Ernest,
served the Lord in everything she did.
Whenever you would visit her at home,
she would be reading her Bible. She read
it faithfully, from beginning to end and
over again, knew the "word" and was a
true believer in our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. She would often answer
the phone with: Praise the Lord" and
"Love You" at the end of every conversa-
tion.

Wife, sister, Ma, Mommy, Grandma,
Gran Gran, Auntie, just a few of her
titles that she carried with pride and

honor. A service of Adkins-Drain
Funeral Service, Inc., 515 So. 8th Street,
Wilmington, N. C. 28401. Condolences
may be shared at adkinsdrainfuner-
alservice.com.

IIrreennee  SStteewwaarrtt

Irene Stewart, age 98, of Wilmington,
passed away Tuesday, February 4, 2020.
A celebration of Ms. Stewart's life was
held on Saturday, February 15, 2020 at
Shiloh Missionary Baptist Church.
Interment followed at Geenlawn
Memorial Park.

Mrs. Irene B. Stewart, daughter of
the late Thomas and Emma Spicer
Brown was born March 20, 1921. She
departed this earthly life on February 4,
2020. She was the youngest of six chil-
dren. She was educated in the New
Hanover County School System, gradu-
ating from Williston Industrial School in
the Class of 1938. At Williston she was a
member of the high school basketball
team. After graduation, Iren worked at
the Murchison Building and later
moved on to work at Efird's Department
Store, working the elevator. She retired
from Belk's Department Store after
working for 40 years. Irene loved flowers,
plants and anything to do with garden-
ing. She was known for her green thumb
and the ability to grow any plant from
any region of the country. In addition to
her parents, she was preceded in death
by her daughter Ann E. Stewart Warren
Joyner.

She leaves to cherish fond memories:
her son, Dr. Clarence M. Stewart Jr. of
Silver Spring, MD; six grandchildren,
Tyrone C. Warren, Richard D. Warren
(Phyllis), Lisa I. Slappy (Robert), Karen
M. Warren, Dr. Clarence Stewart III and
Dr. Vonda LeKecia Reed; 16 great-grand-
children; 15 great-great-grandchildren;
other relatives and friends, including
her best friend, Ms. Dorothy Byrd and
her loving and caring neighbor, Ms.
Sharon Butler who were there for her
consistently. Services entrusted to Davis
Funeral Home, 901 S. 5th Ave,
Wilmington, NC 28401. Please share
memories and condolences with the
family at
www.davisfuneralhomenc.com.

EEllddeerr  TTaannyyaa  MMiillllhhoouussee

Elder Tanya Millhouse, age 61, of
Wilmington, passed away Wednesday,
February 5, 2020.

A celebration of Elder Millhouse's
life was held on Sunday, February 16,
2020 at Davis Funeral Home.

Elder Tanya Millhouse attended and
graduated from New Hanover High
School. After graduation, she attended
North Carolina Central University and
graduated with a Bachelor's degree,
Summa Cum Laude. She was a proud
member of the illustrious Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Incorporated. She con-
tinued her education at Webster
University, where she received her
Master's degree in Human Resources.
She was a dedicated employee of Med
North Health Center as a Human
Resource Manager/Corporate
Compliance Officer. She loved her work
and her dedication to help others was
her passion. Elder Tanya was ordained
an Elder on January 11, 2015. She joined
Uplifting Faith Ministries in 2009, where
she served as an Evangelist and leader of
the Praise Dance Team. She sometimes
did solo performances in praise dance,
exemplifying her true love for praise
and worship. She was a devoted mother,
grandmother, aunt and a loyal friend.
She will be greatly missed.

She leaves to cherish her memory:
two sons, Jason Jerome Millhouse, Jr. of
Winnabow, NC and Alexander Jerrod
Millhouse of the home; one grand-
daughter, Mikaijah Gause of Durham,
NC; one grandson, Mikaijah Gause of
Wilmington, NC; two sisters, Sandra
Bell and Annette Holland (Steve) all of
Wilmington, NC; one brother, Jimmy
Brown (Jackie) of Wilmington, NC; one
uncle, Irving Dowe of Wilmington, NC;
two nieces, Sydney Holland and Taylor
Holland; one nephew, Matthew Bell and
a host of other relatives and friends.
Services entrusted to Davis Funeral
Home, 901 S. 5th Ave, Wilmington, NC
28401. Please share memories and con-
dolences with the family at www.davis-
funeralhomenc.com.

MMiillddrreedd  DD..  SSiimmppssoonn

Mildred Delores Simpson, daughter
of the late Roscoe Simpson and Letha
William was born June 20, 1955. She
departed this earthly life on February 7,
2020. A memorial service and celebra-

tion of Ms. Simpson's life was held on
Saturday, February 22, 2020 at Davis
Funeral Home.

Mildred was a very sick child at
birth. No one had a clue of why she was
constantly going in and out of the hospi-
tal, until the age of 4. The doctor soon
learned that she had sickle cell anemia.
It is an inherited blood disorder that
affects over 100,000 people of all ages.
But overall, obstacles that came her way
she fought through it. Yes, there were
times when it was so unbearable, she
had to be hospitalized. She always man-
aged to bounce back. Our sister, Mildred,
was a pistol, she didn't need a weapon to
fight her battle because she always won.
She was a soldier.

Mildred went on to attend local
schools namely, Mary Washington
Howard, William H. Blount, Williston
Middle School, D.C. Virgo, New Hanover
High School and graduated from John T.
Hoggard High School. Mildred attended
St. James AME in Castle Hayne North
Carolina. She moved to Durham North
Carolina and later to Vallejo, California
until God call His soldier home.

In addition to her parents, Mildred
was proceeded in death by her brother,
Ernest Lee Simpson and Norma Jean
Allen.

She leaves to cherish her memory:
eight sisters, Cassandra Bradley (Alvin)
of Durham, NC, Erica Artis of Vallejo,
CA, Wanda S. White (late Don) and Tina
Freeman of both of Wilmington, NC,
Diane Baker (Darnell) of Maryland,
Pamela Hill of Vallejo, CA, Nadine
Desouza Williams (Garrett) of
Hampstead, NC, Marilyn Bloodworth
(Sylvanus) of Wilmington, NC; eight
brothers, Roscoe Simpson, (Deminga) of
Fayetteville, NC, Donald Ray Simpson
(Willie Mae), William Simpson (Susie
Mae) of Columbia, SC, Kenneth
Simpson (Laverne) of Wilmington, NC,
Barry Simpson, Sherwood Simpson of
Norfolk, VA, Michael Murray (Vanessa),
and Jerome Murray and a host of other
relatives and friends. Services entrusted
to Davis Funeral Home, 901 S. 5th Ave,
Wilmington, NC 28401. Please share
memories and condolences with the
family at
www.davisfuneralhomenc.com.

DDeenniissee  SSttiillll  

Denise "Neicie" Still, age 56, of
Millville, New Jersey, passed away at her
home on Sunday, February 16, 2020. A
memorial service was held on Tuesday,
February 25, 2020 at Davis Funeral
Home - Brunswick County.

Her love and memories will remain
in the heart of her mother, Vernell
Salmon of Southport; sister, Marion
Hurst; nephew, Larry Bell, Jr. and 2
great-nephews, Lah'von Bell and
Jeremiah Bell. Services entrusted to
Davis Funeral Home, 901 S. 5th Ave,
Wilmington, NC 28401. Please share
memories and condolences with the
family at
www.davisfuneralhomenc.com.

LLeeee  BBrraaddffoorrdd  SSmmiitthh

Lee Bradford Smith, affectionately
known as "Bradford"was born in
Wilmington, North Carolina on October
13, 1942. He was preceded in death by his
Mother, Viola Davis Smith and Father,
George Bowens. Bradford was educated
in the public school system of New
Hanover County.

Bradford enlisted in the United
States Army on May 20th 1964. After
leaving the military, he became
employed at General Electric.

During a time to love, Vivian Davis
and Lee Bradford Smith met and court-
ed. They were united in holy matrimony
on January 4th, 1974.

Bradford loved sports with a passion.
He loved to talk. He was very proud of
his two sons who graduated from college
and was very avid in their activities.

In his final days, Bradord's health
began to fail and he became home-
bound. In the evening of February 18th,
God dispatched an angel to enter Room
18 of the Lower Cape Fear Life Care
Center. We believe that angel whispered
to our loved one whom God loaned to us
for 77 years. That whisper must have
told God's Child, Lee Bradford Smith
that his resting place was ready and it
was time for him to come on home.
Bradord is no longer tired.

Those who remain to cherish his
memories that only they hold and will
never be forgotten are, his wife,
Vivian Davis Smith of the home; sons,
Richard C. Ellison, Jr. of Wilmington
and  Lee Bradford Smith, Jr. (Tamara
Molina)  of New York, NY; daughter,

Theressa M. Smith of Wilmington and a
host of other relatives and friends.
Services entrusted to Davis Funeral
Home, 901 S. 5th Ave, Wilmington, NC
28401. Please share memories and con-
dolences with the family at www.davis-
funeralhomenc.com.

AAvveeoonn  LL..  GGoorree

Aveon L. Slappy Gore, also known as
"AV", was born on September 27, 1994 in
Wilmington, NC. He departed this life on
Tuesday, February 18, 2020 at Seacoast
Medical Center, Little River, SC. Funeral
services were held on Monday, February
24, 2020 at Ocean View Association
Center. Interment followed at Mt. Zion
Missionary Baptist Church Cemetery.

He joined Pleasant Grove Missionary
Baptist Church at an early age under the
leadership of Reverend Douglas Moss.
Aveon was a loving and kind soul. He
was always happy and rarely seen with-
out a smile on his face. Some of his
favorite things to do was eat fried chick-
en and watch sports. He could tell you all
the stats, especially when it came to
Kobe Bryant and Kevin Durant.

He attended public schools in
Durham and Brunswick Counties, grad-
uating from West Brunswick High
School in 2014. Aveon was unstoppable
on the football field in his younger years.
The team created plays called the
"Aveon Pass" and "38 Sweep" in his
honor. He will be sorely missed in the
home and community by everyone. He
was really special to us all.

He leaves to cherish his memories,
his parents, Corey and Lashonda Gore;
mother, Lacresha Slappy; sisters, Yaniah
(Timothy) King, NaTyra Gore and
Courtney Gore; brothers, Xavier Slappy
and Kavonte Gore; grandparents, Lee
and Phyllis Gore, Johnnie and Mattie
Bowen, Betty Lewis and James and
Audrey Rhett and a host of other rela-
tives and friends.   Services entrusted to
Davis Funeral Home, 901 S. 5th Ave,
Wilmington, NC 28401. Please share
memories and condolences with the
family at
www.davisfuneralhomenc.com.

JJaassoonn  SSeetthh  SSttookkeess

Jason Seth Stokes died February 4,
2020. Funeral services were held
Wednesday, February 12, 2020 at Willie L.
Shaw Jr. Memorial Chapel.

Jason, son of Leonard Stokes and
Norma Dunn Williams was born on
January 17, 1982 in Boston,
Massachusetts. Jason worked for the
House of Raeford and Smithfield Meat
Corporation as a cutter for many years.
He loved his job and his family dearly.
Words cannot express how much he

really loved people. He was a loving son,
husband, father, and brother who will be
greatly missed by his family, friends and
co- workers. Jason was affiliated with
The Jehovah's Witness.

He leaves to cherish fond memories:
his wife, Samantha Stokes; two sons,
Jahkim Stokes and Samson Stokes; one
daughter, Jasmine Stokes; his mother,
Norma Williams (Tony); his father,
Leonard Stokes; three brothers,
Donzelle Dunn (Dee), Anthony Stokes
(Demeka) and Leonard "Red"  Stokes;
two sisters, Kimberly Matthews (Duane)
and Kristal Dunn; his grandfather,
Charles Dunn; a host of aunts, uncles,
nieces, nephews, cousins too numerous
to mention and friends, including spe-
cial friends, Lonnie Stevenson, Dacious
Smith, Darryl and Tiana Selby and
Montrelle Age. A Service of John H.
Shaw's Son Funeral Home.

RRooddnneeyy  DDaarrnneellll  PPaaiiggee

Rodney Darnell Paige died February
6, 2020 in Atlanta, Georgia. Funeral
services were held Friday, February 14,
2020 at Union Missionary Baptist
Church. Burial will follow in Calvary
Memorial Cemetery.

Rodney, son of Ida Paige and the
Eugene Paige was born on September 3,
1967. Rodney was educated in the New
Hanover County School System, gradu-
ating from John T. Hoggard High School
in the Class of 1986. He loved spending
time with his kids and other family
members. Rodney loved his truck driv-
ing career and working with his hands.
He was employed with OSR Enterprise
Trucking Company in Atlanta, Georgia.
Rodney was a great son, father, brother,
uncle and friend to many. He was loved
by his family and many friends and will
be greatly missed.

He leaves to cherish his memories:
two sons, Kyshaad Paige and Malik
Boyd; three daughters, Whitney Clarida,
Keonah Paige and Kyassia Paige; his
mother, Ida Paige of Wilmington, NC;
two brothers, Steven (Erlander) Paige of
Wilmington, NC and Scottie (Vanessa)
Paige of Brooklyn, NY; three sisters,
Leslie Paige of Wilmington, NC, Joyce
Stinger of Augusta, GA and Tomika
Griffin of Columbus, OH; four special
nephews, Travis Paige, LaQuan Paige,
JaMel Paige and Bilal Archie; a host of
other relatives and many, many, friends.
A Service of John H. Shaw's Son Funeral
Home.

LLooffttoonn  MMeerrrriitt  IIrrvviinngg

Lofton Merrit Irving died February
9, 2020. Funeral services were held
Saturday, February 15, 2020 at Pilgrim
Rest Missionary Baptist Church. Burial

followed in the Masonboro Cemetery.
Lofton was born June 1, 1948 to the

late Mary Irving. He attended Williston
High School and retired from the United
States Army and was a Vietnam
Veteran. Lofton last lived in Tacoma,
WA before returning home on January
15, 2018. He retired from the Washington
State Government. Lofton could tell you
anything about music and was a great
story teller. He loved fishing, spending
time with family and friends. He could
dress to the nine and ad a certain swag
about him. If you ever had the pleasure
to spend anytime with him you had the
opportunity to be greeted with a warm
smile and a firm hand shake or hug. His
favorite saying which was also on his
license plate was, "Just Be U".

Lofton leaves to cherish in his memo-
ry: three daughters, Marlowe Nicole
Barfield of Texas, Tiffany Irving of
Wilmington, NC and Leesha Irving of
Tacoma, WA; eight grandchildren;
brother, Robert Irving (Teresa) of
Garland, TX; a special and loyal friend,
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“A Temple of Service”

112255  YYeeaarrss  ooff  CCoonnttiinnuuoouuss  SSeerrvviiccee
520 Red Cross Street - Wilmington, NC 28401

Phone  (910) 762-2635 - Fax 910-762-8060
shawfuneralhome@msn.com

“The Test of the Years Is Your Proof of Our Dependability”

in service

in care

in price

John H. Shaw’s Son Funeral Home

AAddkkiinnss  DDrraaiinn  FFuunneerraall  SSeerrvviiccee

Connie Drain Green
Funeral Director

Samuel Drain, Jr. 
and  Allene Drain 

In Memoriam

Please see 
OBITUARIES/Page 12

IInn  LLoovviinngg  MMeemmoorryy  OOff  

LLoorraaiinnee  PPaattrriicciiaa  RRaayynnoorr
""LLiittttllee  MMaammaa""

SSuunnrriissee::  JJuunnee  77,,  11994433
SSuunnsseett::  MMaarrcchh  11,,  22001100  

We love and 
miss you very much!

Michael Sr., Vanessa,
Michael II, Vianca and

Sobin Murray
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TELL SOMEBODYTELL SOMEBODY

““SSiiggnnss  ooff  HHiiss  CCoommiinngg””

NNeeww  HHaannoovveerr  CCoouunnttyy

MMtt..  ZZiioonn  AAMMEE  CChhuurrcchh,, 1111 N. 5th Ave., The Lucille Johnson Women’s
Missionary Society will sponsor “Hats & Hymn Sing” on Saturday, February
29th at 3:00 p.m. Door prizes will be given away. For further information call
the church at 910-763-2660.

SStt..  SStteepphheenn  AAMMEE  CChhuurrcchh,, 501 Red Cross St, will hold the following events dur-
ing March.
1. Free & Accepting Masons of NC and the Eastern Stars as their guests in
worship; Sunday March 1st at 10:00 am. For more information please contact
St. Stephen at 910 762-9829.
2. Rev. Sean Palmer, Pastor of Chestnut St. Presbyterian Church, Wilmington

will be the Guest Preacher at. St. Stephen AME Church’s
Ecumenical Worship Service; Tuesday March 3rd, 7:00 pm.
For more information contact St. Stephen at 910 762-9829.
3. First Responders Appreciation Day; Sunday March
15th, 10:00 am. For more information contact the Church at
910 762-9829.
4. Rev. Dan Lewis, Pastor, 1st Presbyterian Church,
Wilmington will be Guest Preacher at St. Stephen AME
Church, 501 Red Cross St, Wilmington, Tuesday, March
17th, 7:00 pm. For more information call St. Stephen at 910
762-9829.

BBrruunnsswwiicckk  CCoouunnttyy

MMoooorree’’ss  CChhaappeell  AAMMEE  ZZiioonn  CChhuurrcchh  will hold their Usher Board anniversary on
Sunday, March 8th at 3:00 p.m. The specail guest will be the Rev. Vanness
Middleton and the Saint James Church Family of Southport.

TThhee  NNCC  DDiissaabbiilliittyy  RRiigghhttss  DDiissaasstteerr  RReeccoovveerryy  PPrroojjeecctt is coming to Baldwin
Branch Missionary Baptist Church Saturday, March 7, 2020 from 10:00 a.m. -
12:00 noon. This event is to inform the communities on subjects such as hur-
ricane preparedness, hurricane recovery, overview of the storm after the
storm, disaster response activities, scams and exploitation alerts, FEMA
forms review and a summary of available local, state and federal resources.
Lunch is provided. Anyone needing reasonable accommodations or special
dietary needs to attend the event should call Iris Green at (919) 856-2195, exten-
sion 229 weekdays from 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. These requirements should be
requested by Thursday, March 5, 2020. Baldwin Branch is located at 4047 NC
242 Highway South; Elizabethtown NC. Rev. Dr. Louie Boykin is the pastor.

CCoolluummbbuuss  CCoouunnttyy

LLeeee’’ss  CChhaappeell  AAMMEE  ZZiioonn  CChhuurrcchh,,  42 Blacksmith Rd., Bolton, NC, will hold
revival on March 4th-March 6th at 7:00 p.m. nightly. The speaker will be Elder
Lester Jacobs, presiding elder in the North Carolina District.

PPoolliicciieess  ffoorr  bbrriieeffss,,  nneewwss,,  &&  pphhoottooss  oonn  ppaaggee  22..  

CCoommppiilleedd  BByy  WWiillmmiinnggttoonn JJoouurrnnaall  SSttaaffff

Religious
Briefs

SENIOR CITIZENS’ FELLOWSHIPSENIOR CITIZENS’ FELLOWSHIP
RRooootteedd  iinn  tthhee  ppaasstt,,  ggrroowwiinngg  ttoowwaarrdd  tthhee  ffuuttuurree

And as he sat upon the mount
of Olives, the disciples came
unto him privately, saying,
Tell us, when shall these things
be?  What shall be the sign of
thy coming, and of the end of
the world?  And Jesus
answered, and said unto them,
Take heed that no man deceive
you."  Matthew 24 1-6

DDeecceeppttiioonn:: A Sign of His
Coming
DDeecceeiivvee  : To mislead or trick by
falsehood

WW ith the occurances
of so many casu-
alties and  cata-

strophic tradgedies  becoming
common  place in  the world,
many in the Body of Christ
may be wondering   if the end
of the world is near. Others
who may or may not be disci-
ples of Christ could also  be
pondering in their minds ," Are
these  the signs of the end of
the world and  also of the com-
ing of Christ?".

If one really wants to know
what is going on, and what the
future holds, then we must
look to , the  One who holds the
future , the Lord himself. That
is what the disciples did, both
then, and now!  When the disci-
ples (followers of Christ) asked
Jesus what would be the signs
of His coming and of the end of
the world, his first answer to
them was, to take heed that no
man deceive them. One of the
first true signs of the coming of
the Lord and the end of the
word is the magnitude of
deception. We see it in the
world, and we see it also in the
church!  That is why Jesus said
to his disciples, "Take Heed".

The first record  of decep-
tion occurred in Genesis 3:1-4.
When satan seduced Adam and
Eve to doubt God's Word….that
is when  sin and deception

entered into the world. Doubt
and unbelief are  still among
the greatest areas  of deception
to come upon the Body of
Christ. To doubt means to be
uncertain about something .
Doubt also means to distrust

the source of
information.
Unbelief is
not accepting
s o m e t h i n g
said as truth.
Doubt and
u n b e l i e f
entered their
heart and
mind, and
caused them
to disobey the

Word of God. When we see
doubt and unbelief affecting
many in the Body of Christ,
then we know that these are
also signs of His coming!

Jesus told the disciples to
take heed that no man deceive
you. He said in Galatians 6:7-9,
And let us not be weary in well
doing: for in due season we
shall reap, if we faint not."  We
have all heard for so long that
Jesus is soon to come. Frankly,
some of our brothers and sis-
ters believe that, and some
don't. The evident sign of
doubt and unbelief is willful
disobedience to God's Word.
That is why we see throughout
the bible, the words  of warn-
ing and encouragement, "Be
not deceived!"  'BE NOT
DECEIVED; God is not
mocked: for whatsoever a man
soweth, that shall he also reap.
For he that soweth to his flesh
shall of the flesh reap corrup-
tion; but he that soweth to the
Spirit shall of the Spirit reap
life everlasting."  Galatians 6:7-
8. Deception is a definite sign
of His coming!

"Know ye not that the
unrighteous shall not inherit
the kingdom of God?  Be not

deceived: neither fornicators,
nor idolaters, nor adulterers,
nor effeminate, nor abusers of
themselves with mankind, nor
thieves nor covetous, nor
drunkards, nor revilers, nor
extortioners, shall inherit the
kingdom of God. And such
were some of you: but ye are
washed, but ye are sanctified,
but ye are justified in the name
of the Lord Jesus, and by the
Spirit of our God."  I Cor. 6:9-11

"Be not deceived: evil com-
munications corrupt good
manners."  I Cor. 15:33  "Enter
not into the path of the wicked,
and go not in the way of evil
men."  Proverbs 22:24  "Be not
thou envious against evil men,
neither desire to be with them.
Proverbs 24:1  "Be not unequal-
ly yoked  together with unbe-
lievers: for what fellowship
hath righteousness with
unrighteousness?  And what
communion hath light with
darkness?  II Corinthians 6:14

God is not a man, that he
should lie; neither the son of
man, that he should repent:
hath he said, and shall he not
do it?  Or hath he spoken, and
shall he not make it good?"
Numbers 23:19  "Jesus Christ
the same yesterday, and today,
and forever."  Hebrews 13:8  The
bible was not written for the
world, it is written to the
church, the Body of Christ.
The spirit of deception brought
in doubt and unbelief. The
spirit of unbelief will spawn a
spirit of disobedience.
Unbelief is a sin with cata-
strophic  consequences
(Revelation 21:

As disciples of Christ, we
must take heed and  prayerful-
ly watch that we do not be
deceived by others, neither
should we deceive our selves!
"But be ye doers of the word,
and not hearers only, deceiving
your own selves."  Book of

James. So when we see and
hear of a lot of things happen-
ing in the world and in the
church, think it not strange, it
is just another Sign of the
Times.

"For there shall arise false
Christs, and false prophets,
and shall show great signs
and wonders; in so much that
, if it were possible, they
shall deceive the very elect."
Deceive the Very Elect.
Deceive the Very Elect. Jesus
told his disciples then, and he
is yet saying to them, "Take
heed that no man deceive
you." Matthew 24:24
Deception: A Sign of His
Coming.

Prayer: Father in the Name
of Jesus, I pray that you will
keep my heart and mind from
being deceived in these last
days. Help me to hold fast to
my faith in your Word, for I
know that your Word is true.
Amen. Tell Somebody !!!

"Mrs. Sylvia B. Hooper is a
native Wilmingtonian, mar-
ried to Pastor Johnson A.
Hooper, First Lady of Faith
Outreach COGIC,
Jacksonville, N.C.  She is a
mother of three wonderful
children and a proud grand-
mother! She is a Licensed
Evangelist with COGIC,
International. She is the
President of P.W.E. Pastors
Wives Empowerment Confe-
rence, an annual event held
in honor of Pastors and min-
isters Wives.  This support
group's focus is to Encourage,
Embrace and Empower Elect
Ladies    to be all they can be
in Christ Jesus, while provid-
ing support to their hus-
bands, who are Gospel
preachers and pastors. Her
heart's desire is to please the
Lord, rescue the perishing,
comfort the dying, and live a
life that gives God glory!

Sylvia
Hooper

BBYY  FFAANNNNIIEE  AALLLLEENN  AANNDD
SSHHEEIILLAA  RROOSSSS
CONTRIBUTING WRITERS

Today we were blessed with
liquid sunshine but God knew
that is what we needed. Thank
you for smiling on us one more
time. Our meeting was called
to order with prayer by
Minister Sharon Pollock. Our
celebration of Black History
continued today. Minister
Pollock gave us titles of hymns
and what they meant to the
slaves and African Americans.

When songs are sung they are
telling stories. In 1945 gospel
music started. Tommy Dorsey
wrote "Precious Lord."  She
gave us a lot of information on
music and the authors' music
played and plays an important
role in our history. We saw a
movie titled "Amazing Grace"
featuring Aretha Franklin and
James Cleveland. She opened
with "Holy."  She sang many
other songs; "What a Friend",
"How I Got Over", "Precious
Memories", "Amazing Grace."
Those are some of the songs

she sang on the first part of
the movie. The second part
she opened with "O Mary Don't
You Weep", "A Land Where We
Will Never Grow Old", and "I'm
Climbing Higher Mountains."
C.L. Franklin spoke a little
about Aretha. The movie is a
must see. Mrs. Gladys Taylor
thanked Minister Pollock for
the great job she did during
Black History Month. She did
a great job.

Our minutes were read by
Mrs. Mildred Ellerby. Roll
was called and all callers

were given a hand and
thanked for letting our peo-
ple know about the meetings.
We had one visitor, Mrs. Ruby
Toon. She was welcomed by
Mrs. Marie Stitt. Please pray
for and visit the sick.
Announcements were
shared. Mrs. Mary Martin
made our day with smiles
again. Mrs. Martin was
thanked. We stood and sang
"Bind Us Together." Prayer
was offered by Mrs. Janice
Gordon. There were 41 in
attendance.

TT he expression is
defined as an "act,
process, or instance

of representing in a medium
(as words): Utterance:

S o m e t h i n g
that mani-
fests, embod-
ies or sym-
bolizes some-
things else"
(the power of
God mani-
f e s t e d
through gifts
of the Spirit).

The church
(the body of
Christ) needs
to return to

its roots as a supernatural
body of believers who are
carrying on the ministry of
Jesus Christ who is the head
of the Church. Jesus who
was God manifested in the
flesh (God becoming man) in

a human body just like you
and I. Everything about
Jesus was supernatural, In
Genesis 3:15, it is the first
Messianic prophecy given of
the coming Messiah to
redeem man from the fall.
"And I will put enmity
between thee and the
woman, and between thy
seed and her seed; it shall
bruise thy head, and thou
shalt bruise his heel". In
Isaiah 7:14, give us again
another piece of the puzzle
of the seed of the woman:
"Therefore the Lord himself
shall give you a sign; Behold,
a virgin shall conceive, and
bear a son, and shall call his
name Immanuel". In Luke's
gospel, the angel Gabriel
appeared unto a virgin

Rev.
Naconiel
Fullwood

A WORD FROM THE LORDA WORD FROM THE LORD
TThhee  cchhuurrcchh  iiss  tthhee  ccaallll  ttoo  bbee  tthhee  ssuuppeerrnnaattuurraall

eexxpprreessssiioonn  ((mmaanniiffeessttaattiioonn))  ooff  GGoodd  iinn  tthhee  WWoorrlldd!!

FULLWOOD
Continued on this page 

Alice Hawkins; one niece, Amaya B.
Irving and a host of other relatives and
friends. A Service of John H. Shaw's
Son Funeral Home.

CCeeddrriicc  DDwwaayynnee  BBoowwddeenn

Cedric Dwayne Bowden died
Saturday, February 15, 2020, at the age of
45 years old. Graveside services were
held on Thursday, February 20, 2020 at
Greenlawn Memorial Park.

Cedric, son of Patricia Bowden and
Alton Bowden was born in Jacksonville,
Florida on November 11, 1974. He was
raised by his grandparents the late
Ethel Mae and Harrison Bowden.
Cedric was a healthy, and chubby baby
boy. He grew up in a church loving
home and a home with much love and
discipline. Throughout his 45 years of
life, Cedric lived the way that he wanted.
One son, Harry Eason preceded him in
death.

He leaves to cherish: his parents,
Alton and Patricia Bowden; Aaron
Bowden; sister, Angelina Bowden;
grandmother, Oreda Waddell; aunts,
Bernice Heart, Margaret Cooper,
Shirley Troy, Carolyn Waddell, Luretha
Harris and Dorothy Benjamin (Pearlie
Ray); uncles, Harrison Bowden,
Nathaniel Waddell, Robert Waddell and
Earl Waddell; niece, Chloe Bowden; a
host of cousins, other relatives and
friends.  A Service of John H. Shaw's
Son Funeral Home.

DDeeaaccoonn  FFeerrmmoonndd  PPaarrssoonn  

Deacon Fermond Parson died
February 14, 2020. Funeral services
were held 12 Noon on Saturday,
February 22nd at Faith Temple COGIC.
Burial followed in Greenlawn Memorial
Park. Fermond Parson was born April
6, 1947 in Washington, DC. He was
adopted as a baby by Bishop Cluster and
Isabel Faison. He was brought to North
Carolina and raised in Durham, NC.
Being the son of a preacher, he learned
of God at an early age. Nothing about
Fermond's life is short of God's
Amazing Grace. He received his early
education in the Durham County School
System in Durham, NC. E med ad mar-
ried Joann Turrentine and to this union
two children were born, Sonya who pre-
ceded him in death and Glenn Parson.
Life for Fermond was full of pitfalls but
the hand of God was always guiding his
footsteps. After entering the Stepping
Stone Recovery Program, he attended
church with one of his fellow recoverees
at Faith Temple Church of God in
Christ. At Faith Temple he found a
woman who soon became a mother fig-
ure, Moher Barbara Anderson. He
found his connection with church and
God again and accepted the Lord as his
Savior. He loved God. Fermond became
a member of Faith Temple and would

attend sitting in the back of the church.
He was employed at the University of
North Carolina at Wilmington for 30
years and Harris Teeter for 32 years. He
was joined in holy matrimony in 2003 to
Joyce Fennell. Fermond was ordained
as a Deacon at Faith Temple in 2014.
Determined to remain useful after the
amputation of is legs, he found he could
encourage and uplift spirits with is
phone ministry. Even through is pain
he would still say, "Lord we thank you
for your goodness and your mercy."  

He leaves to cherish fond memories:
his wife, Joyce Parson of the home; sone
son, Glenn (Robin) Parson of Raleigh,
NC; one step-son, D Andre Fennell of
Wilmington, NC; seven grandchildren,
William Corbett, Rosalyn Smith,
Charlie Smith, Teresa Odubela
(Olutunde), Zachery Parson, Jalen
Parson and Amaya Parson all of
Raleigh, NC; six great-grandchildren;
one niece, Tasha Gray Jones (Jerry) of
Wilmington, NC; a nephew, James T.
Gray of Wilmington, NC; a host of
church family, co-workers and friends
too numerous to number.  A Service of
John H. Shaw's Son Funeral Home.

BBeevveerrllyy  NNoobbllee

Beverly Noble died February 20, 2020.
Funeral service will be 2:00 p.m.
Thursday, February 27, 2020 at Mt.
Calvary Missionary Baptist Church.
Burial will follow in Pine Forest
Cemetery. A Service of John H. Shaw's
Son Funeral Home.

AAnnddrree''  JJoohhnnssoonn

Andre' Johnson died February 22,
2020. Memorial services will be held 1:00
p.m. Saturday, February 29, 2020 at
Temple of Praise Christian Church, 403
Meares Street. A Service of John H.
Shaw's Son Funeral Home.

EEvveellyynn  BBaallllaarrdd  

Evelyn Ballard died February 22,
2020. Funeral service will be 1:00 p.m.
Sat. Feb. 29, 2020 at Crystal Springs
Missionary Baptist Church. Visitation
is Friday from 5:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. at the
church. Burial in Skipper Hill. A
Service of John H. Shaw's Son Funeral
Home.

SShhaarroonn  SSiimmppssoonn

Sharon Simpson died February 23,
2020. Funeral services will be 2:00 P.M.
Saturday, February 29, 2020 in Willie L.
Shaw Jr. Memorial Chapel. Burial in
Pine Forest Cemetery. A Service of John
H. Shaw's Son Funeral Home.

JJoohhnnnnyy  TTiinnddaallll

Johnny Tindall died February 24,
2020. Funeral arrangements are incom-
plete and will be announced later by
John H. Shaw's Son Funeral Home. A
Service of John H. Shaw's Son Funeral
Home.

named Mary, with this mes-
sage from God: Luke 1:31-35,
"And, behold, thou shalt con-
ceive in thy womb, and bring
forth a son, and shalt call his
name JESUS. 32 He shall be
great and shall be called the
Son of the Highest: and the
Lord God shall give unto him
the throne of his father
David: 33 And he shall reign
over the house of Jacob for-
ever, and of his kingdom,
there shall be no end. 34
Then said Mary unto the
angel, How shall this be, see-
ing I know not a man? 35
And the angel answered and
said unto her, The Holy
Ghost shall come upon thee,
and the power of the Highest
shall overshadow thee:
therefore also that holy
thing which shall be born of
thee shall be called the Son
of God".

The process is described
in these verses of scriptures
is a supernatural act of God,
through the power of the
Holy Spirit manifested in the
life, Mary. Notice what she
said, Luke 1:38 "And Mary
said, Behold the handmaid
of the Lord; be it unto me
according to thy word. And
the angel departed from
her".

Luke 2:10-14, "And the
angel said unto them, Fear
not: for, behold, I bring you
good tidings of great joy,
which shall be to all peo-
ple.11 For unto you is born
this day in the city of David
a Saviour, which is Christ
the Lord. 12 And this shall be
a sign unto you; Ye shall find
the babe wrapped in swad-
dling clothes, lying in a
manger. 13 And suddenly
there was with the angel a

multitude of the heavenly
host praising God and say-
ing, 14 Glory to God in the
highest, and on earth peace,
goodwill toward men".

Now we come to the bap-
tism of Jesus in Jordan river
by John the Baptist, Luke
3:21-22, "Now when all the
people were baptized, it
came to pass, that Jesus also
being baptized, and praying,
the heaven was opened, 22
And the Holy Ghost descend-
ed in a bodily shape like a
dove upon him, and a voice
came from heaven, which
said, Thou art my beloved
Son; in thee, I am well
pleased".

Jesus, the ministry was a
supernatural ministry,
which is our example or
model for how we minister
to the world through the
church. First, in Matt. 4:23-
24, "And Jesus went about all
Galilee, teaching in their
synagogues, and preaching
the gospel of the kingdom,
and healing all manner of
sickness and all manner of
disease among the people.
24And his fame went
throughout all Syria: and
they brought unto him all
sick people that were taken
with divers diseases and tor-
ments, and those which were
possessed with devils, and
those which were lunatic
and those that had the palsy;
and he healed them".

Matt. 15:30-31, "And great
multitudes came unto him,
having with them those that
were lame, blind, dumb,
maimed, and many others,
and cast them down at Jesus'
feet; and he healed them: 31
Insomuch that the multitude
wondered when they saw the
dumb to speak, the maimed
to be whole, the lame to
walk, and the blind to see:
and they glorified the God of

Israel".
I want you to get a mental

picture in your mind of the
word maimed:

Some came with no legs or
arms or with one of each,
and they receive legs and
arms through the supernat-
ural power of God.

Well, I know some of you
will say that was Jesus, He
was God manifested in the
flesh He could do that! Well
turn Matt.10:1-2, "And when
he had called unto him his
twelve disciples, he gave
them power against unclean
spirits, to cast them out, and
to heal all manner of sick-
ness and all manner of dis-
ease. 2 Now the names of the
twelve apostles are these;
vs.7-8, And as ye go, preach,
saying, The kingdom of
heaven is at hand. 8 Heal the
sick, cleanse the lepers, raise
the dead, cast out devils:
freely ye have received,
freely give".

Lu. 10:1, "After these
things the Lord appointed
other seventy also and sent
them two and two before his
face into every city and
place, whither he would
come. Vs. 17-19, And the sev-
enty returned with joy, say-
ing, Lord, even the devils are
subject unto us through thy
name. 18 And he said unto
them, I beheld Satan as light-
ning fall from heaven. 19
Behold, I give unto you
power to tread on serpents
and scorpions, and overall
the power of the enemy: and
nothing shall by any means
hurt you".

Mark 16:17-20, "And these
signs shall follow them that
believe; In my name shall
they cast out devils; they
shall speak with new
tongues; 18 They shall take
up serpents; and if they
drink any deadly thing, it

shall not hurt them; they
shall lay hands on the sick,
and they shall recover. 19 So
then after the Lord had spo-
ken unto them, he was
received up into heaven and
sat on the right hand of God.
20 And they went forth, and
preached everywhere, the
Lord working with them,
and confirming the word
with signs following. Amen".
We must return as the
church, the body of Christ to
our roots, the head Christ
and do the work He has cho-
sen us to do as the light of
the world and as the salt of
the earth; He has made avail-
able to the same power He
had in Him. Acts 1:8," But ye
shall receive power, after
that the Holy Ghost has
come upon you: and ye shall
be witnesses unto me
both"…..

"The point is this: the
believer is given a task by
God, a mission to carry out
on earth. The believer does
not have the power to carry
out that task. The power of
God Himself, of His Spirit, is
needed. Therefore, Christ
promises, "Ye shall receive
power after the Holy Spirit
has come upon you." Both
the Spirit of God and His
power are promised. But
note a critical point: the
Holy Spirit comes upon
believers as an equipping
power. The major purpose of
His coming is to equip the
believer to carry out his task
for God". (POSB-C) Our
Father in heaven, touch
every person that read this
article in Jesus name. amen.

Reverend Naconiel
Fullwood currently the pas-
tor of MRDRC Ministries
(Mircle, Restoration,
Deliverance, Revival Center
Ministries Inc.) located in
Wilmington, NC.

OBITUARIES
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified
as Executor of the estate of Karen
Jean Auger, deceased, of the
New Hanover County, North
Carolina, does hereby notify all
persons, firms and corporations
having claims against the estate to
exhibit them to the undersigned on
or before the 13th day of May,
2020, or this notice will be pleaded
in bar of their recovery.  All per-
sons, firms and corporations
indebted to said estate please
make immediate payment to the
undersigned.

This the 13th day of February,
2020

Richard Auger III, Executor 
435 Moxley Rd.
Hays, NC 28635

February 13, 20, 27, March  5,
2020

NOTICE
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified
as Executrix of the Estate of
Howard Allen Penton, Jr.,
deceased, mof New Hanover
County, North Carolina, does
hereby notify all persons, firms
and corporations having claims
against the estate to exhibit them
to the undersigned on or before
the 13th day of May, 2020, or
this notice will be pleaded in bar of
their recovery.  All persons, firms
and corporations indebted to said
estate will please make immediate
payment to the undersigned.

This 13th day of February, 2020.

Roi Malott Penton, Executrix
of the Estate of Howard Allen
Penton, Jr.
1517 Country Club Rd
Wilmington, NC 28403

MURCHISON, TAYLOR & 
GIBSON, PLLC
1979 Eastwood Rd, Suite 101
Wilmington, NC  28403

February 13, 20, 27, March 5,
2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA

NEW HANOVER COUNTY 

THE UNDERSIGNED, Peter A.
Manley, having qualified on the
20th day of February, 2020, as
Executor of the Estate of Carolyn
C. Manley (2020-E-179),
deceased, does hereby notify all
persons, firms, and corporations
having claims against said Estate
that they must present them to
the undersigned at DAVID E.
ANDERSON, PLLC, 9111 Market
Street, Suite A, Wilmington, North
Carolina, 28411, on or before the
25th day of May, 2020, or the
claims will be forever barred
thereafter, and this notice will be
pleaded in bar of recovery. All per-
sons, firms, and corporations
indebted to said Estate will please
make prompt payment to the
undersigned at the above
address.

This 27th day of February 2020.

Peter A. Manley
Executor
ESTATE OF CAROLYN C. MANLEY
David Anderson
Attorney at Law
9111 Market St, Ste A
Wilmington, NC 28411

February 27, March 5, 12, March
19, 2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

Having qualified as Executrix of
the Estate of Rose M. House
(20-E-212), late of San Diego
County, Oceanside, California the
undersigned does hereby notify all
persons, firms and corporations
having claims against the estate
of said decedent to exhibit them
to the undersigned at 701 Market
Street, Wilmington, North
Carolina, 28401 on or before May
27, 2020 or this notice will be
pleaded in bar of their recovery.
All persons, firms and corpora-
tions indebted to the said estate
will please make immediate pay-
ment to the undersigned.

This the 25th day of February,
2020

Jamie R. Richter
c/o Craige & Fox, PLLC
701 Market Street
Wilmington, NC 28401
910-815-0085

February 27, March 5, 12, 19,
2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

Having qualified as Administrator
CTA of the Estate of Rebecca
McMillan, (18-E-1285), late of
New Hanover County, Castle Hayne,
North Carolina the undersigned does
hereby notify all persons, firms and
corporations having claims against
the estate of said decedent to exhib-
it them to the undersigned at 701
Market Street, Wilmington, North
Carolina, 28401 on or before May 6,
2020 or this notice will be pleaded in
bar of their recovery. All persons,
firms and corporations indebted to
the said estate will please make
immediate payment to the under-
signed.

This the 4th day of February, 2020

Charlotte Noel Fox
Craige & Fox, PLLC
701 Market Street
Wilmington, NC 28401
910-815-0085

February 6, 13, 20, 27, 2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

Having qualified as Administrator of
the Estate of Dorothy M. Hill, (14-
E-1340), late of New Hanover
County, Wilmington, North Carolina
the undersigned does hereby notify
all persons, firms and corporations
having claims against the estate of
said decedent to exhibit them to the
undersigned at 701 Market Street,
Wilmington, North Carolina, 28401
on or before May 6, 2020 or this
notice will be pleaded in bar of their
recovery. All persons, firms and cor-
porations indebted to the said estate
will please make immediate payment
to the undersigned.

This the 4th day of February, 2020

Charlotte Noel Fox
Craige & Fox, PLLC
701 Market Street
Wilmington, NC 28401
910-815-0085

February 6, 13, 20, 27, 2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

Having qualified as Administrator of
the Estate of Jacki Linn Cason,
(20-E-98), late of San Diego
County, Oceanside, California the
undersigned does hereby notify all
persons, firms and corporations hav-
ing claims against the estate of said
decedent to exhibit them to the
undersigned at 701 Market Street,
Wilmington, North Carolina, 28401
on or before May 6, 2020 or this
notice will be pleaded in bar of their
recovery. All persons, firms and cor-
porations indebted to the said estate
will please make immediate payment
to the undersigned.

This the 4th day of February, 2020

Charlotte Noel Fox
Craige & Fox, PLLC
701 Market Street
Wilmington, NC 28401
910-815-0085

February 6, 13, 20, 27, 2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified as
Executor of the estate of Katie
Carnell Nixon, deceased, of the
New Hanover County, North
Carolina, does hereby notify all per-
sons, firms and corporations having
claims against the estate to exhibit
them to the undersigned on or
before the 6th day of May, 2020, or
this notice will be pleaded in bar of
their recovery.  All persons, firms and
corporations indebted to said estate
please make immediate payment to
the undersigned.

This the 4th day of February, 2020

Addie Nixon Dunlap, Executor 
1516 Ann Street
Wilmington, NC 28401

February 6, 13, 20, 27, 2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified as
Executor of the estate of Richard
Duane Brittain, deceased, of the
New Hanover County, North
Carolina, does hereby notify all per-
sons, firms and corporations having
claims against the estate to exhibit
them to the undersigned on or
before the 6th day of May, 2020, or
this notice will be pleaded in bar of
their recovery.  All persons, firms and
corporations indebted to said estate
please make immediate payment to
the undersigned.

This the 4th day of February, 2020

Timothy Richard Brittain, Executor 
118 Millhouse Road
Castle Hayne, NC 28429

February 6, 13, 20, 27, 2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified
as Executor of the estate of Joe
Allan Apke, deceased, of the New
Hanover County, North Carolina,
does hereby notify all persons,
firms and corporations having
claims against the estate to exhib-
it them to the undersigned on or
before the 6th day of May, 2020,
or this notice will be pleaded in bar
of their recovery.  All persons,
firms and corporations indebted to
said estate please make immedi-
ate payment to the undersigned.

This the 4th day of February, 2020

Susan Carol Apke, Executor 
437 Antoinette Drive
Wilmington, NC 28412

February 6, 13, 20, 27, 2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified
as Executor of the estate of
Florence Botesky Townsend,
deceased, of the New Hanover
County, North Carolina, does here-
by notify all persons, firms and
corporations having claims against
the estate to exhibit them to the
undersigned on or before the 6th
day of May, 2020, or this notice
will be pleaded in bar of their
recovery.  All persons, firms and
corporations indebted to said
estate please make immediate
payment to the undersigned.

This the 4th day of February, 2020

John B. West, Jr., Executor 
201 Victoria Drive
Wilmington, NC 28401

February 6, 13, 20, 27, 2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified
as Executor of the estate of
Maureen D. Preciose, deceased, of
the New Hanover County, North
Carolina, does hereby notify all
persons, firms and corporations
having claims against the estate to
exhibit them to the undersigned on
or before the 6th day of May,
2020, or this notice will be plead-
ed in bar of their recovery.  All per-
sons, firms and corporations
indebted to said estate please
make immediate payment to the
undersigned.

This the 4th day of February, 2020

Jeneen M. Preciose, Executor 
7901 Strawberry Meadows Street
Raleigh, NC 27613

February 6, 13, 20, 27, 2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified
as Executor of the estate Faye
Marshall Kennedy, deceased, of
the New Hanover County, North
Carolina, does hereby notify all
persons, firms and corporations
having claims against the estate to
exhibit them to the undersigned on
or before the 6th day of May,
2020, or this notice will be plead-
ed in bar of their recovery.  All per-
sons, firms and corporations
indebted to said estate please
make immediate payment to the
undersigned.

This the 4th day of February, 2020

Dawn Kennedy Davis, Executor 
4629 Riplee Dr.
Wilmington, NC 28405

February 6, 13, 20, 27, 2020

NOTICE
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified
as Executor of the Estate of
Madeline Trask Hickmon,
deceased, of New Hanover County,
North Carolina, does hereby notify
all persons, firms and corporations
having claims against the estate to
exhibit them to the undersigned on
or before the 6th day of May,
2020, or this notice will be pleaded
in bar of their recovery.  All persons,
firms and corporations indebted to
said estate will please make imme-
diate payment to the undersigned.

This 6th day of February, 2020.

Loran Armstrong Johnson, Jr., Co-
Executor of the Estate of Madeline
Trask Hickmon
7222 Wrightsville Ave, #302
Wilmington, NC 28403
MURCHISON, TAYLOR & 
GIBSON, PLLC
1979 Eastwood Rd, Suite 101
Wilmington, NC  28403

February 6, 13, 20, 27, 2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified as
Executrix of the estate Thomas
Dalton Johannson, deceased, of the
New Hanover County, North Carolina,
does hereby notify all persons, firms
and corporations having claims against
the estate to exhibit them to the under-
signed on or before the 6th day of May,
2020, or this notice will be pleaded in
bar of their recovery.  All persons, firms
and corporations indebted to said
estate please make immediate pay-
ment to the undersigned.

This the 4th day of February, 2020

Leslie Johannson Simmons, Executrix 
328 Holiday Hills Drive
Wilmington, NC 28409

February 6, 13, 20, 27, 2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

Having qualified as Administrator of
the Estate of Antionette Pridgen
Campbell, late of the New Hanover
County, North Carolina, the under-
signed does hereby notify all persons,
firms and corporations having claims
against the estate of said decedent to
exhibit them to the undersigned at 7
Northwood Drive, Wilmington, North
Carolina, 28405 on or before May 14,
2020, or this notice will be pleaded in
bar of their recovery.  All persons,
firms and corporations indebted to
said estate please make immediate
payment to the undersigned.

This the 13th day of February, 2020

Ronald Earl Campbell, Administrator 
Of the Estate of Antionette Pridgen
Campbell
Douglas A. Fox, Attorney
YOW, FOX & MANNEN, LLP
102 N. 5TH Ave.
Wilmington, NC 28401

February 13, 20, 27, March  5, 2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Having qualified on the 13th day of
February, 2020, as Executor of the
Estate of DALLIE E. BENNETT,
Deceased, late of New Hanover
County, North Carolina, this is to noti-
fy all persons, firms and corporations
having claims against the decedent to
exhibit the same to the Executor,
Connie Lynn Bennett, at 4300 Tillson
Road, Wilmington, NC 28412, on or
before the 20th day of May, 2020,
or this notice will be pleaded in bar of
their recovery.  All persons, firms and
corporations indebted to the estate
should make immediate payment.

This 14th day of February, 2020.

CONNIE LYNN BENNETT, EXECUTOR
Attorney for the Estate:
J. Wesley Casteen, Esq., CPA
Carolina Legal Counsel
P.O. Box 12028
Wilmington, North Carolina 28405
Telephone (910) 256-3364

February 20, 27, March 5, 12, 2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

Having qualified as Administrator of
the Estate of Kenneth R. Snead, Sr.
(19-E-144), late of San Diego
County, Oceanside, California the
undersigned does hereby notify all
persons, firms and corporations hav-
ing claims against the estate of said
decedent to exhibit them to the under-
signed at 701 Market Street,
Wilmington, North Carolina, 28401 on
or before May 27, 2020 or this notice
will be pleaded in bar of their recovery.
All persons, firms and corporations
indebted to the said estate will please
make immediate payment to the
undersigned.

This the 25th day of February, 2020

Charlotte Noel Fox
Craige & Fox, PLLC
701 Market Street
Wilmington, NC 28401
910-815-0085

February 27, March 5, 12, 19, 2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified
as Administrator of the estate of
Dorothy Mae Gibbs, deceased, of
the New Hanover County, North
Carolina, does hereby notify all per-
sons, firms and corporations having
claims against the estate to exhibit
them to the undersigned on or
before the 27th day of May,
2020, or this notice will be pleaded
in bar of their recovery.  All per-
sons, firms and corporations
indebted to said estate please make
immediate payment to the under-
signed.

This the 25th day of February, 2020

Kimberly Christine Bell,
Administrator
1026 South 12th Street
Wilmington, NC 28401

February 27, March 5, 12, 19, 2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified
as Administratrix of the estate of
Charles Caspian Cribb, deceased,
of the New Hanover County, North
Carolina, does hereby notify all per-
sons, firms and corporations having
claims against the estate to exhibit
them to the undersigned on or
before the 20th day of May,
2020, or this notice will be pleaded
in bar of their recovery.  All persons,
firms and corporations indebted to
said estate please make immediate
payment to the undersigned.

This the 20th day of February, 2020

Diane Cribb, Adminstratrix  
6123 Myrtle Grove Rd.
Wilmington, NC 24409

February 20, 27, March 5, 12, 2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified
as Administrator of the estate of
Johnnie Mae Fields, deceased, of
the New Hanover County, North
Carolina, does hereby notify all
persons, firms and corporations
having claims against the estate to
exhibit them to the undersigned on
or before the 27th day of May,
2020, or this notice will be plead-
ed in bar of their recovery.  All per-
sons, firms and corporations
indebted to said estate please
make immediate payment to the
undersigned.

This the 25th day of February,
2020

Tamika Jenkins, Administrator
PO Box 1554
Leland, NC 28451

February 27, March 5, 12, 19, 2020

NOTICE
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified
as Co-Executors of the Estate of
Lynette Helen Roller, deceased,
of New Hanover County, North
Carolina, does hereby notify all
persons, firms and corporations
having claims against the estate to
exhibit them to the undersigned on
or before the 27th day of May,
2020, or this notice will be plead-
ed in bar of their recovery.  All per-
sons, firms and corporations
indebted to said estate will please
make immediate payment to the
undersigned.

This 27th day of February, 2020.

Jane Lynn Palmer Hexter, Co-
Executor of the Estate of Lynette
Helen Roller
7101 Saybrook Drive
Wilmington, NC 28405
Dale George Palmer, Co-Executor
of the Estate of Lynette Helen
Roller
14688 81st Ave N.
Maple Grove, MN 55311
MURCHISON, TAYLOR & 
GIBSON, PLLC
1979 Eastwood Rd, Suite 101
Wilmington, NC  28403

February 27, March 5, 12, 19,
2020

NOTICE
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified
as Executor of the Estate of
Charles O. Metzger, deceased, of
New Hanover County, North
Carolina, does hereby notify all
persons, firms and corporations
having claims against the estate to
exhibit them to the undersigned on
or before the 27th day of May,
2020, or this notice will be plead-
ed in bar of their recovery.  All per-
sons, firms and corporations
indebted to said estate will please
make immediate payment to the
undersigned.

This 27th day of February, 2020.

Paul L. Metzger, Executor
of the Estate of Charles O. Metzger
1929 Parkside Drive
Denton, TX 76205
MURCHISON, TAYLOR & 
GIBSON, PLLC
1979 Eastwood Rd, Suite 101
Wilmington, NC  28403

February 27, March 5, 12, 19,
2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified on
the 11th day of February, 2020 as
Executor of the Estate of Alice Boykin
Tobias Miller, AKA Alice T. Miller
(2020-E-166), deceased, this is to
notify all persons, firms, and corpora-
tions having claims against said Estate
that they must present them to the
undersigned at Post Office Box 1672,
Wilmington, North Carolina 28402 on
or before the 20th day of May, 2020
or this notice will be pleaded in bar of
their recovery. All persons, firms, and
corporations indebted to the said
estate will please make immediate
payment to the undersigned.

This the 18th day of February 2020.

Robert Boykin, Executor
of the Estate of Alice Boykin Tobias
Miller, AKA Alice T. Miller
c/o Gwendolyn Burrell, Attorney at
Law
Post Office Box 1672
Wilmington, North Carolina 28402

February 20, 27, March 5, 12, 2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

Having qualified as Administrator of
the Estate of Delores M. Bunch, (20-
E-0126), late of New Hanover County,
Castle Hayne, North Carolina the
undersigned does hereby notify all
persons, firms and corporations hav-
ing claims against the estate of said
decedent to exhibit them to the under-
signed at 701 Market Street,
Wilmington, North Carolina, 28401 on
or before May 20, 2020 or this notice
will be pleaded in bar of their recovery.
All persons, firms and corporations
indebted to the said estate will please
make immediate payment to the
undersigned.

This the 17th day of February, 2020

Talmadge A. Bunch
c/o Craige & Fox, PLLC
701 Market Street
Wilmington, NC 28401
910-815-0085

February 20, 27, March 5, 12, 2020

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

IN THE DISTRICT COURT
JUVENILE SESSION
FILE NO.  20 JT 25

IN THE MATTER OF:
J.E.R (DOB: 11-17-2019)

TO: ANY UNKNOWN BIO-
LOGICAL FATHER OF THE
ABOVE CAPTIONED MALE,
CHILD BORN IN WILMING-
TON, NEW HANOVER COUN-
TY, NORTH CAROLINA

Take notice that a
pleading seeking relief against
you has been filed in the above-
entitled action.  The nature of the
relief being sought is as follows:

Termination of all
parental rights you have to the
above-captioned minor child.

You are required to
make defense to such pleading
within thirty (30) days following
February 20, 2020 which date
is the date of first publication of
this Notice.  Upon your failure to
do so, the party seeking service
against you will apply to the Court
for the relief sought.

YOU ARE HEREBY
NOTIFIED THAT A HEARING ON
THE PETITION TO TERMINATE
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS IS
SCHEDULED FOR MARCH 30,
2020, AT 9:30 A.M. or as soon
thereafter as it may be heard, in
courtroom 100 of the New
Hanover County Courthouse, 316
Princess Street, Wilmington,
North Carolina, 28401.

This the 20th day February, 2020.

LeeAnne Quattrucci
Attorney for the Petitioner
401 Chestnut Street, Suite J
Wilmington, NC 28401
Tel. #:  (910) 795-0230
Fax #:  (910) 401-1485

February 20, 27, March 5, 2020

PPD Development, L.P. seeks an Senior Programmer
Analyst in Wilmington, NC to perform advanced bioin-
formatics programming activities for the statistical
and computational considerations of research proj-
ects. BS & 5 yrs or MS & 3 yrs. Can work remotely.
For full req’s and to apply visit:
https://www.ppdi.com/careers Job Reference
Number: 167522

mailto:wilmjournads@aol.com
https://www.ppdi.com/careers


EAEAGLE ISLANDGLE ISLAND
FRFRUIT & SEAFOODUIT & SEAFOOD

Highway 421 North
Wilmington, NC 28401

“Biggest Little“Biggest Little
SStore tore YYou Everou Ever

Saw”Saw”
LIVE BAIT & TACKLE

762-1193762-1193

John Wilder
Independent Associate

Executive Director
Small Business & Group 

910-297-0925 or 888-286-0168
Opportunity Info 206-209-2022

www.Jwilder1.com

Home 910-675-1250
Cell 910-540-4406
Office 910-675-3840

NC LICENSE #2473
NATION WIDE SERVICE

3-N-1 BAIL
BONDING CO.

Owner/Operator
Mary C. Nixon

Bail Bonding Agent

P.O. Box 12831
Wilmington, NC 28405

“Trust me for all your
life insurance needs...

permanent, term, 
universal & retirement.”

State Farm  Insurance Companies
Home Offices: Bloomington, Illinois

Henry B. Brown
Agent

CALL ME

2816-A South College Rd.
Wilmington, NC 28412

Bus.: 910-395-2300
Home: 910-794-9359
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WhateverWhatever you’re looking for, consider these local businesses 
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Use This Space 
For Your Business Card 
It Pays To Advertise In  

THE

WILMINGTON JOURNAL

For Information 
Please Call Us At 910-762-5502

OWEN METTS REALTY
We can help! 

We specialize in the
following services:

• Buying, selling, or 
investments real estate 

• Real estate consulting services
• Loan modifications, 

foreclosure counseling
• Credit and budget 

counseling
•HUD Register Agent

•Estate Planning

NEW LISTINGS NEEDED
DO YOU WANT TO SELL OR RENT

YOUR PROPERTY?
WE MAY HAVE A BUYER OR RENTER

WAITING FOR YOUR PROPERTY
DO YOU WANT TO PURCHASE PROPERTY?

Please call us first 
TODAY FOR AN APPOINTMENT

321 North Front Street • Phone: 910-763-3777 
Cell: 910-297-6997

Email: ometts@yahoo.com
ww.owenmettsrealty.com

OWEN E. METTS, SR., 
Licensed Realtor/Broker, Certified Housing Counselor

FFIIRRSSTTFFIIRRSSTT

THE BENEFIT CONNECTION
We can help you! 

When  experience matters, Call us today!

Monday - Friday 9 am-5 pm * 910.763.3777 

We represent several insurance companies 

Owen E. Metts, Sr., Licensed Agent

The Benefit Connection 
321 North Front Street 
Wilmington, NC 28401 
910.763.3777 Phone

910.297.6997 Cell

We can help you save money!

Personal and professional

service for over 30 years. 

We specialize in: 
Health, life, disability, dental,

group and individuals 
Roth IRAs, 401-k's, 403-b's, annuities 

Long term care and Medicare supplements 
Regardless of your health or age 

CALL US TODAY. 

SOUTH KERR
AUTO SERVICE

OWEN METTS
REALTY

(Coach) Columbus Pridgen
Bail Bonding

Make That One Phone Call Count 
Mobile Phone:910-616-2519

Mobile Phone: 910-512-1372

Columbus Pridgen
Owner/Operator

Identify Theft: America’s Fasting Growing Crime!
Think you’re not at risk? Unfortunately you are.
Do you...
hand your credit card to servers at restaurants?
sign your credit cards?
supply personal information over the internet?
keep your Social Security number in your wallet or purse?
leave mail at your home or business for the postal carrier to collect?
throw away mail with personal information without shredding it?

Have you......
thought about writing or revising your will?
been audited by the IRS?
purchased a home?
been a defendant in a civil lawsuit?
signed a contract of any kind?
paid a bill you thought was unfair?
received an inaccurate credit report?
received a moving traffic violation you thought was unjustified?
had any type of legal question?

LEGAL EMPOWERMENT FOR YOUR LIFE
Your Family• Your Will• Your Money• Your Retirement•Your Car

272 N. Front Street, Suite 300
Post Office Box 2279

Wilmington North Carolina 28402-2279
Email: pgrear@grearlaw.com
Phone: (910) 763-4671
Facsimile: (910) 763-0925
Toll Free (800) 222-8009

Areas of Practice:
New Hanover, Pender,

Brunswick, Columbus, &
Duplin Counties

Appointments only:
For cost and details: www.grearlaw.com

 CONSUMER BANKRUPTCY
AUTO ACCIDENTS
WORKERS COMPENSATION
 SOCIAL SECURITY

DISABILITY
 TRAFFIC  TICKETS
WILLS & ESTATES

 POWERS OF ATTORNEY
 DEED PREPARATION
 BUSINESS FORMATIONS
 CREDIT REPAIR

(Nationwide)
 ELDER LAW

Peter Grear, Attorney at Law

•On site mobile repair
•All minor and major

repairs 
•Foreign and Domestic

•New and used tires
•Valet service

OIL CHANGE $34.95
BRAKES $40.00 + PARTS

223B S. Kerr Ave.
Wilmington, NC 28403

910-233-7977

SAM
NEWKIRK

“For The right Approach
Call Coach”

NOW OPEN!!

http://www.Jwilder1.com
mailto:ometts@yahoo.com
mailto:pgrear@grearlaw.com
http://www.grearlaw.com
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