
March  
4 

2020
Volume 20  Number 24 

Recognized - Pat Hummel (above) has been named the Pine’eer Craft Club Crafter of the Month for March. 
Pat is a retired real estate professional.  Prior to her career in real estate, Pat owned a bridal shop where her knowl-

edge of dressmaking and alterations excelled. 
Pat has always enjoyed sewing.  In addition to being a seamstress, she is considered a DIY craftsperson working 

in painting, knitting and embroidery.  She has even mended canvas and designed boat covers for family and friends. 
When she’s is not working on her crafts, Pat enjoys dancing, boating, fishing, gardening and walking on the beach 

or boardwalk. 
Pat’s creations are shown in the new Artisan and Gift Shop at the White Horse Park, Ocean Pines. 

Spray irrigation  
proposal town  
hall scheduled

Ocean Pines and Worcester County will jointly 
host a town hall on the proposed spray irrigation 
project on March 12 at 5 p.m., in the Assateague 
Room of the Ocean Pines Community Center on 235 
Ocean Parkway.  

Attending from Ocean Pines will be Association 
General Manager John Viola, Golf General Manager 
John Malinowski, Course Superintendent Andre 
Jordan and Assistant Superintendent Justin 
Hartshorne, and from Worcester County Assistant 
Public Works Director John Ross, and Commission-
ers Chip Bertino and Jim Bunting. 

The Ocean Pines Water and Wastewater Advi-
sory Board originally discussed the proposal late last 
year, to use highly treated effluent to spray irrigate 
the Ocean Pines Golf Course. Several neighboring 
courses already use county effluent for spray irriga-
tion, a process endorsed by the Maryland Depart-
ment of the Environment (MDE), according to 
county officials. 

“Highly treated effluent” refers to the water 
meeting current MDE Bay Restoration standards. 
According to Worcester County Public Works Direc-
tor John Tustin, extremely low levels of nitrogen and 
phosphorus in the effluent helped earn MDE tax ex-
ceptions that have saved Ocean Pines rate payers $5 
million over the last 14 years. 

The proposed fiscal year 2020/2021 Ocean Pines 
Service Area budget includes $25,000 for a spray ir-
rigation feasibility study, which is the next step in 
the process.  

The town hall will include an overview of the pro-
posal by county officials, followed by a question-
and-answer session.  

 

Camp instructors sought 
The Worcester County Arts Council is once again 

planning the annual Summer Arts Camp program 
for children entering grades three to eight to be held 
June 22 to 25, at Berlin Intermediate school. 

At this time, the organization is looking for en-
thusiastic and creative teachers who are interested 
in instructing art classes during the four days of this 
program. 

Teachers will be instructing three sessions of 
same workshop daily. Arts Camp will culminate with 
performances and exhibits of artwork created dur-
ing the week of the program for families and friends. 

Instructor’s teaching compensation for the pro-
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please see camp on page 6



Monday 
Ocean Pines Poker Club 
Poker players wanted in Ocean Pines area for 

Monday evenings.  Call 410-208-1928. 

 Delmarva Chorus 

The Delmarva Chorus meets every Monday 

evening at 7PM at the Ocean Pines Commu-

nity Center in Ocean Pines, Md. Women of all 

ages are invited to sing with us. Please contact 

CAROL at 410-641-6876. 
 

Monday/Tuesday 
Sanctioned Duplicate Bridge  
Open bridge games Monday at 12 p.m., Tues-

day at 10 a.m. at  OP Community Center. Call 

Mary Stover 410-726-1795. 
 

Tuesday 
Families Anonymous 

From 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at room 37 in the the 

Community Church at Ocean Pines on Rte. 589. 

For more information call Carol at 410-208-

4515. 

 

Tuesday/Thursday 
Poker Players wanted for Gentalmen's Poker 

in North Gate area Ocean Pines.Game played 

every Tuesday & Thursday evening 5:45 p.m. to 

10:45 p.m.on Pinehurst Rd.Ocean Pines.  Call 

410-208-0063 for more information. 

 
Wednesday 
 Quilting Club 

Quilters by the Sea meets most Wednesdays at 

the Ocean Pines Community Center. First 

Wednesday of the month is Volunteer Day, from 

10 a.m. to 3 p.m., when the group sew or tie 

quilts for charity. The second and fourth 

Wednesdays are free sewing or workshops from 

10 a.m. to 3 p.m. The third Wednesday of the 

month is the business meeting, followed by 

Show & Tell, from noon to 3 p.m. Open to the 

public.   Kiwanis Club Meeting 

Weekly meetings at 8 a.m. on Wednesdays in 

the Ocean Pines Community Center.  Doors 

open 7 a.m.   

 Elks Bingo 

Ocean City Elks in Ocean City (behind Fenwick 

Inn) open at 5:30 p.m. Early birds at 6:30 and 

bingo at 7 p.m. Call 410-250-2645. 

  

Rotary Club 

Ocean City/Berlin Rotary Club meetings are 

held at 5:45 p.m. at the Captains Table in Ocean 

City. Contact Stan.Kahn@carouselhotel.com. 

 Square Dancing 

The Pinesteppers have introduction to square 

dancing at the OP Community Center at 7 p.m. 

Call Bruce Barrett at 410-208-6777. 

 AL-Anon/OP-West OC-Berlin 

Wednesday Night Bayside Beginnings Al-Anon 

family meetings are held at the Ocean Pines 

Community Center at 7:30 p.m.  

Second Wednesday 
The Polish American Club of Delmarva meets at 

the Columbus Hall, behind St Luke’s 

Church,100th St & Coastal Hwy, Ocean City, 

from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. the second Wednesday of 

the month  Come join us if you are of Polish or 

Slavic descent. No meetings. 

June, July, August. Call Helen Sobkowiak 410-

723-2639 or Maryann Lula 410-250-2548 for 

more information. 

 

Thursday 
Story Time 
Stories, music and crafts at 10:30 a.m. for chil-

dren ages 3-5 at Ocean Pines library. Call 410-

208-4014. 
 Beach Singles 

Beach Singles 45 for Happy Hour at Harpoon 

Hanna’s at 4 p.m.  Call Arlene at 302-436-9577 

or Kate at 410-524-0649 for more activities.  

BeachSingles.org. 

 Gamblers Anonymous 

Group meets at 8 p.m. at the Atlantic Club, 

11827 Ocean Gateway, West Ocean City. Call 

888-424-3577 for help. 

 

Friday 

Knights of Columbus Bingo 

Bingo will be held behind St. Luke’s Church, 

100th St. in Ocean City. Doors open at 5 p.m. 

and games begin at 6:30 p.m. Refreshments 

available. Call 410-524-7994. 

 
First Saturday 

Creative Writing Forum 
Every first Saturday of the month at 10 a.m. at 

the Berlin Library. Novice and established writ-

ers gather to share their fiction, non-fiction, and 

creative writing projects.  Program includes cri-

tiques and appreciation, market leads, and writ-

ing exercises.

Beginnings & Endings 
On this day in 1952, actor and future 
president, Ronald Reagan married his second wife, 
actress Nancy Davis. The couple wed in Los Ange-
les at the Little Brown Church in the Valley. 

 
After 20 tumultuous 
years of marriage, ac-
tress Lucille Ball di-
vorced her husband and collaborator, Desi Arnaz, on 
March 4, 1960. The breakup of the couple, stars of 
the hit sitcom I Love Lucy and owners of the innova-
tive Desilu Studios, was one of the highest-profile di-
vorces in American history at the time. 
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Players to hold auditions 
Fresh from their tribute to Linda Ronstadt, “A Different Drum,” the 

Ocean Pines Players are already looking ahead to what is coming up 
next. 

They will hold auditions on two 
dates:  Sunday, March 8 from 2:30 p.m. 
until 4:30 p.m.; and Wednesday March 11 
from 6:30 p.m. until 8:30 p.m.  The audi-
tions will take place at the Parke club-
house located at 2 Arcadia Court in Ocean 
Pines.  There is plenty of parking, all are 
invited, all ages, no experience required.   

 The group is specifically looking to fill 
five female roles for a production of The 
Dixie Swim Club scheduled for June 6, 7, 
12, 13 and 14 at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church in Ocean City.  But they 
would also like to audition everyone interested in any of their future pro-
ductions.  These would include comedies, dramas and musicals for the 
stage, cabaret style performances like the recent tribute, Radio Airwaves 
shows, as well as performers for the museum recreations similar to the 
Boardwalk show the group is reprising again this year for the Ocean City 
Life Saving Museum.  Anyone interested in helping out in any backstage 
or front of house capacity is also welcome to come and talk with us.  Ad-
ditional information and contact at www.oceanpinesplayers.com. 

 

NAACP to meet 
Worcester County NAACP’s March meeting will be held on Thursday, 

March 19 at the North Worcester County MAC Senior Center located at 10129 
Old Ocean City Blvd. in Berlin. The Executive Board meeting starts at 6 p.m.  
The general meeting begins at 6:45 p.m. with guest speaker Berran Rogers, 
Jr., Coordinator of UMES Cooperative Extension Small Farms Program. 

Rodgers will introduce programs to African American landowners and 
under-served farmers in Worcester County on Maryland’s Lower Eastern 
Shore to increase awareness and usage of USDA-NRCS (US Dept Agriculture 
- Natural Resources Conservation Services) programs and others services that 
are available. Limited resource farmers are also encouraged to attend. 

Please share this meeting with interested persons. Call 443-944-6701 for 
additional information.  

 
 

Bingo Night scheduled 
The Lioness Club of Berlin will host a Bingo 

Night on Saturday, March 7 beginning at 6 p.m.  
The event will occur at the Berlin Fire Company lo-
cated on Main Street in Berlin.  Tickets are $25.  
There will be 20 $100 games and a special $250 
game.  Refreshments will be available for sale.  All 
proceeds go to families in need.  For information contact Donna at 410-208-
6496 or Email debbiejensen1949@gmail.com.    
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Presentation - The Republican Women of Worcester County (RWWC) pres-
ened a check for $400 to Diakonia to support their efforts in providing emergency and 
transitional housing and counseling and assistance to its guests.  Pictured, receiving the 
check is Bee Miller, Executive director of Diakonia on the left and Vera Beck, RWWC 
chair for Caring for America on the right.

Costello retires  
from Public Works

Longtime Ocean Pines Public 
Works supervisor Joe Costello offi-
cially retired last week … again.  

During a luncheon on February 21, 
Public Works Director Eddie Wells 
said he was glad 
everyone could 
gather to honor 
Costello, not to say 
“goodbye,” but to 
congratulate him ... 
for the third time.  

“I’ve already 
left the invitation 
out – if he wants to 
come back and 
help us, he’s more 
than welcome,” 
Wells said.  

Costello origi-
nally retired while 
living in Philadel-
phia more than 20 years ago, and then 
retired again about nine years ago in 
Ocean Pines.  

“Sitting down with the General 
Manager at the time – I think it was 
Tom Olson – he said, ‘No, no, you can’t 
retire.’ So, we came to an agreement,” 
Costello said of retirement number 
two. “I stayed on two days a week, and 
that way I could enjoy my leisure and 

fish a little bit, and still come back and 
work with the guys. And I really en-
joyed that.”  

The retirement luncheon included 
a special appearance by Costello’s two 

granddaughters, Taylor and Madison, 
who hid in a small storage shed until 
he arrived. There were many smiles, 
hugs and kisses – and maybe even a 
few tears – when he realized the sur-
prise. 

“It was absolutely amazing,” 
Costello said. “I love them to death and 

please see costello on page 11

Eddie Wells and Joe Costello
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Some taxpayers may be eligible for free tax help through a program offered by the 

United States Internal Revenue Service. The Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) 

program offers free tax help to people who generally earn 

$56,000 or less, as well as persons with disabilities and peo-

ple who are not fluent in English. People who are 60 years of 

age or older also are eligible for free tax help through the Tax 

Counseling for the Elderly (TCE) program, which specializes in 

questions about pensions and retirement-related issues. The 

availability of volunteers that work with these programs can 

vary based on the amount of certified individuals with tax law 

expertise in a given area. As a result, anyone hoping to take ad-

vantage of these services should consider contacting these programs well in advance 

of the deadline to file their returns. The deadline to file tax returns is Wednesday, April 

15, 2020. 

Did You  

Know...

Carozza supports child 
custody evaluator bill

The Senate Judicial Proceedings 
Committee held a hearing on Senate 
Bill 665— Family Law - Custody 
Evaluator - In-
formation to 
Parties on Tues-
day, February 
25. Senator 
Susan Lee of 
M o n t g o m e r y  
County intro-
duced Senate Bill 
665 and Senator 
Mary Beth 
Carozza is the 
lead Republican 
cosponsor. 

“Senate Bill 665 simply requires a 
court, in any action in which child 
support, custody, or visitation is at 
issue, to provide information to the 
parties regarding the role, availabil-
ity, and cost of a custody evaluator,” 
Senator Carozza said in her testi-
mony in strong support of Senate Bill 
665. A custody evaluator is a health 
professional tasked with evaluating 
the well-being of a child and their in-
teractions with both parents in cus-
tody hearings. 

Senator Carozza was appointed as 
a member of the Workgroup to Study 
Child Custody Court Proceedings In-
volving Child Abuse or Domestic Vi-
olence Allegations in 2019, chaired 
by Maryland Secretary of State John 

Wobensmith. The Workgroup was 
established through the passage of 
Senate Bill 567— Workgroup to 
Study Child Custody Court Proceed-
ings Involving Child Abuse or Do-
mestic Violence Allegations in 2019 
and was convened to study court 
processes during child custody pro-
ceedings when allegations of child 
abuse or domestic violence are made. 

Senator Carozza is the chair of 
Subgroup C on this Workgroup, 
which focuses on the role of custody 
evaluators and protocol for keeping 
children safe during the investigation 
of allegations of abuse. Senator 
Susan Lee also is a member of the 
Workgroup and chairs Subgroup A, 
which focuses on specialized courts 
and accountability for reporting 
abuse disclosed during the court 
process. 

“During our Workgroup meet-
ings, participants shared examples 
where parents and other parties were 
simply unaware of the role of the cus-
tody evaluator and commented that 
it would have been helpful to know 
about this option on the front end of 
the process,” added Carozza, noting 
that there currently is no require-
ment for the court to notify parties of 
the existence of custody evaluators. 

Senate Bill 665 will be voted on in 
the Senate Judicial Proceedings 
Committee in the upcoming weeks.   

Senator Mary Beth 
Carozza Guest speaker - The Republican Women of Worcester County (RWWC) held 

their February luncheon meeting at the Ocean Pines Yacht Club on Thursday, February 
27.  The guest speaker was Corine Frank, executive director of the Maryland Republi-
can Party.  Standing, left to right are Beth Rodier, president RWWC, Corine Frank and 
Sandy Zitzer, 1st vice president RWWC.

Poet’s reading to be held  
The public is invited to attend a 

poetry reading with Dr. George 
David Clark on Thursday, March 12, 
at 7 p.m., in Room 109 of Shockley 
Hall at Wor-Wic Community College 
in Salisbury. 

Clark’s book, “Reveille,” received 
the 2015 Miller Williams Prize and 
his recent poems can be found in 
“AGNI,” “The Georgia Review,” “The 

Gettysburg Review,” “Ecotone,” “The 
Southern Review” and elsewhere. 
The editor of “32 Poems,” he teaches 
creative writing and contemporary 
literature at Washington and Jeffer-
son College in Washington, Pa. 

For more information, 
email atavel@worwic.edu<mailto:at
avel@worwic.edu> or call 410-334-
2866.

SDHS Surfriders  
go to Washington 
The Stephen Decatur High 

School (SDHS) Surfriders organiza-
tion participated in Hill Day in Wash-
ington, D.C. where they lobbied for 
legislation that supports coastal pro-
tection and preservation. The SDHS 
Surfriders host several activities 
throughout the year that inspire envi-
ronmental conservation including a 
grounds clean-up and a campaign to 
add to the list of local ocean-friendly 
restaurants.  

Pictured: SDHS Surfrider Co-Ad-
visor Amanda Krantz, Alexandra 
Russell, Landon Pryor, Alyssa Ro-
mano, Luke Davis, Kyler Stub-
blebine, Emily Hyatt, and 
Co-Advisor Mandi Wells. 
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Walking around with  
our foot in a bucket

We’ve all had one or two or 
more.  None of us are immune.  Like 
a cold coming on we can just tell 
when we’re going to have a bad day.  
We don’t even have to roll out of bed 
to know that things are only going to 
proceed downhill.  We just have a 

premonition that all day we’re going 
to feel as if we are walking around 
with one foot stuck in a metal 
bucket. 

There are certain telltale signs to 
indicate when we should have 
stayed in bed.  What follows is a list 
of telltale sign that we are not hav-
ing a good day.  These are in no par-
ticular order. 

We’ve overslept and have only 12 
minutes to get ourselves ready for 
work and the kids ready for school 
because we forgot to set the alarm 
clock the night before. 

We grab the wrong carton from 
the refrigerator and wind up pour-
ing orange juice into the coffee in-
stead of milk. 

Our son misses the bus and we 
have to drive him to school, only to 
have him tell us as we pull up to the 
entrance that he forgot his bookbag 
by the front door.  

The table scraps given the dog at 
dinner last night made her sick, all 
over the house. 

While taking a shower we are 
chagrined to remember what we for-
got to buy at the store the other day, 
shampoo. 

The office computer keeps telling 
us we have performed an illegal ac-
tion.  

We begin daydreaming about an 
illegal action we would actually like 
to perform. 

We give yourselves a paper cut 
on our lip while licking an envelope.  
It won’t stop bleeding. 

The boss decides to call a meet-
ing just as we prepare to leave to 
pick up our daughter from daycare. 

We realize we forgot to renew 
our driver’s license as soon as the 

police car turns on the lights and 
siren. 

We spend 45 minutes of our 
lunch hour driving from one auto-
mated teller machine to another to 
find one that is open.  We can’t. 

While sitting in an important 
meeting we look down 
and realize we’re wearing 
one black sock and one 
green sock. 

We pull up to an auto-
matic tollbooth and real-
ize you have no change. 

We learn there wasn’t 
an extra $300 in the 

checking account because we forgot 
to pay the electric bill. 

There’s nothing on television we 
want to watch but we spending an 
hour and half flipping from channel 
to channel anyway. 

 
Everyone has a bad day in his or 

her own way.  For innocent by-
standers it’s important to know 
when someone is having a bad day 
so we can stay out of their way.  
Here are some characteristics to 
look for so you avoid this person at 
all costs.  This list is no particular 
order. 

Your spouse comes downstairs 
talking to himself. 

Your co-worker is wearing one 
black sock and one green sock. 

Your business associate has tiny 
wads of toilet paper stuck to his face 
where he nicked himself shaving. 

You notice your best friend’s hair 
is flat and tangled in the back.   

While taking your morning jog, 
you notice a car is parked in your 
neighbor’s front yard, having ripped 
up the lawn before coming to a stop 
in the garden bed. 

The young girl at the checkout 
counter is puffy eyed from crying 
and banging the keys of the register 
while ringing up your order.   

 
There’s no best way to avoid a 

bad day.  The most we can hope for 
is that it will pass quickly and with-
out too many people noticing the 
different color socks we’re wearing, 
the bloody lip and the matted and 
tangled hair.  

It’s All About. . . 
By Chip Bertino

chipbertino@delmarvacourier.com

The 8th Annual 
Finnegan’s Wake

Saturday, March 7 
Seacrets - Morley Hall 

5 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Featuring   
Ocean City 

Pipes & Drums 
Band 

 
The Irish Lads 

Entertainment sponsored by 

Avery Hall Insurance, Burbage Funeral Home,  
Malvern Collision Service 

Vicki Tillery, Robin Dannelly & John Falcone

Happy Hour Drink Prices      
Irish Menu  Silent Auction  

Doors open at 4:30 p.m.   

All proceeds benefit ‘Friends of WCDC’ 

Worcester County Developmental Center 

Providing opportunities for adults with intellectual disabilities 
WCDC & Friends of WCDC are 501(c)(3) non-profit organizations

For more information call Cathy at 570-956-4721

$20 Donation

 Sponsored by  
Cheers of Berlin, Gallagher RPS 

Robert W. Nock Insurance Agency
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camp 
from page 1 
 
gram is $500. 

Interested applicants should sub-
mit Arts Camp Workshop Proposal, 
available on the Arts Council’s web-
site: www.worcestercountyartscoun-
cil.org  by March 20. 

Applications can be submitted via 
e-mail: anna@worcestercount-
yartscouncil.org  or mail to: Worcester 
County Arts Council, 6 Jefferson 
Street, Berlin, MD 21811 

For more information, please call 
the Arts Council’s office: 410-641-
0809. 

  

STEVEN W. RAKOW
A t t o r n e y  a t  L a w

General Practice / Civil Litigation / Criminal Defense 
Contracts / Construction Law / Traffic

410-600-3075
www.STEVERAKOWLAW.COM

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
STEVE@STEVERAKOWLAW.COM

l Past President, Worcester County Bar Association 
l Former Assistant State’s Attorney, Worcester County 
l Retired Marine Officer  l 21 Years Legal Experience 

Daylight Savings  
Time begins Sunday

Most parts of North America will 
begin Daylight Saving Time (DST) on 
March 8 at 2 a.m., respective to their 
time zones. In the European Union, 
“ S u m m e r  
Time” begins at 
1 a.m. on the 
last Sunday in 
March, which 
this year will be 
March 29. The 
change is made 
at the same ab-
solute time 
across all time 
zones respective to Greenwich Mean 
Time, which also is known as Univer-
sal Time. One reason DST is still prac-
ticed in many areas of the world is to 
push an hour of daylight from the 
morning to the evening and make bet-
ter use of this daylight. There are var-
ious origin stories linked to DST, 
including one that involves Benjamin 

Franklin. DST also has been touted as 
a way to save resources during times 
of war or as a means to helping farm-
ers be more prosperous. However, de-

spite the many 
proclaimed benefits of 
DST, there are many de-
tractors who insist that 
there are no perceived 
benefits. Some of these 
DST naysayers say 
switching the clocks 
twice a year can nega-
tively affect the body’s 
natural circadian 

rhythm. Various efforts both domesti-
cally and abroad have been instituted 
to abolish DST, but as of 2020, it re-
mains on the calendar.   

 

Pine Tones to  
host open house 

On Thursday, March 5 at 1 p.m. the 
Pine Tones Chorus will hold an open 
house for new singers, along with 
beginning their weekly spring 
rehearsals, at the Ocean Pines 
Community Center.   

Guest singers, who have vocal 
talent, will be welcomed with 
refreshments and a short video 
showing some of the chorus history.  
Both ladies and gentlemen of all 

please see open house  on page 12

Now open - Comcast celebrated the grand opening of its new interactive Xfinity 
Store in Ocean City with a special ribbon-cutting ceremony with local elected officials. 

World Day of Prayer to be celebrated
World Day of Prayer is a global 

ecumenical movement led by 
Christian women who welcome you to 
join in prayer and action for peace and 
justice.  The origins of World Day of 
Prayer date back to the 19th century 
when Christian women of United 
States and Canada initiated a variety 
of cooperative activities in support of 
women’s involvement in mission at 
home and in other parts of the world. 

Women were encouraged to engage 
in personal prayer and take leadership 
in communal prayer within their 

mission auxiliaries and associations. 
This emphasis on prayer led to annual 
days and weeks of prayer.  By 1897 the 
women of six denominations formed a 
joint committee for a united day of 
prayer for home missions. 

World Day of Prayer came into 
being in the second half of 1926.  The 
women of North America distributed 
the worship service to as many 
countries and partners in mission as 
they could. The response worldwide 
was enthusiastic. By the beginning of 

please see prayer on page 12
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Annual Finnegan’s  
Wake returns

Traditionally, an Irish Wake marks 
the end of someone’s life, but this year 
in Ocean City it marks the start of the 
lively and rousing St. Patrick’s festivi-
ties when the Friends of WCDC holds 
its 8th annual Finnegan’s Wake Satur-
day, March 7, in Seacrets Morley Hall. 

The event is a mock Irish funeral 
inspired by the traditional Irish song 
of the same name. The doors to Morley 
Hall open at 4:30 p.m., and the 
evening’s festivities will commence at 
5:30 p.m. with the funeral procession 
winding its way through Morley Hall 
led by the Ocean City Pipes and 
Drums. Included in the cortege will be 
St. Patrick, clergy members, mourn-
ers, pall bearers and a leprechaun or 
two.   

Music is an integral part of an Irish 
wake, and back again by popular de-
mand are The Irish lads. For 42 years 
the lads have dedicated themselves to 
preserving Irish culture and history 
through folk and nationalistic music.  
They have shared the stage with 
Tommy Makem, The Clancy Brothers 

and “The Dubliners” to name a few.  
A Wake requires a bagpipe, and 

this wake has much, much more. Area 
legends The Ocean City Pipes and 
Drums will not only lead the funeral 
procession, they will also perform 
flawless sets of Highland and military 
songs that will make this an unforget-
table evening. 

 Audience participation will be en-
couraged throughout the evening. Au-
dience members will have a chance to 
become part of the show when viewing 
Tim Finnegan. If you can raise 
Finnegan from the dead by telling him 
a joke and making him laugh, you win 
a beverage.  Those with strong voices 
can enter the Keening contest. 
Wealthy Irish would hire professional 
mourners called Keeners to cry for 
their dearly departed.  Contestants will 
be judged on volume, style and feeling 
as they compete for cash prizes. 

Admission is $20. Happy Hour 
prices will be available at the bar and 

please see wake page 12 

Hair cut for cause 
Worcester Prep (WPS) teachers encourage their students to not just complete learning 
objectives, but to experience them in unique and creative ways.  As part of her English 
lesson, teacher Mrs. Jackie Knowlton asked her second graders to reflect and write about 
how fortunate they are at WPS. The children were instructed to gather details from var-
ious experiences during school days to enrich their writing.  One of their most inspirational 
experiences was when the class decided to cut and donate Mrs. Knowlton’s hair to the 
non-profit charity, Children with Hair Loss, that makes free wigs for children in need. The 
students were overcome with the excitement of giving back to the community and make 
a positive impact in a meaningful way – a lesson they will never forget 

Above: (L-R) Clara Collins-Ellingsworth, Lilly White, Isabella Rice, Keller Hoch, 
Head of Lower School Dr. Sara Timmons, Chase Wolff, Sam Smith, second grade 
teacher Jackie Knowlton, Liam Doran, Jack Hornung, Lea Jaoude, Sarah Brasure, 
Taj Sands, Estelle Damouni, CJ Labin, Sadie Kremer, Elena Kappes and Nonda 
Gjikuria.  
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Annual St. Paddy’s Day run/walk returns
Registration is open for the 21st 

Annual St. Paddy’s Day 5K Run/2-
Mile Walk, to be held Sunday, March 
8, at the Salisbury Elks Lodge. The 
first 200 to register are guaranteed an 
event T-shirt. 

Special guest this year is Maryland 
State Delegate Carl Anderton Jr. as the 
honorary chairman. 

New this year: Runners will be 
timed using electronic chip timing for 
immediate results and accuracy. This 
is the same system used for running 
events such as the Boston Marathon! 

The theme of the run/walk is “Rac-
ing For a Reason.” All proceeds will 
support MAC, Inc., programs and 
services for those living with 
Alzheimer’s Disease and their care-
givers. 

The scenic 5K course will wind 
through the Salisbury zoo and park. 

Check-in and late registration will 
begin at 2 p.m.; the run/walk will step 
off at 3 p.m. The cost is $25 for walk-
ers; $30 for runners in advance and 
$35 for runners the day of the race.  

Online registration (runners only) 
will close at 11:59 p.m. on Wednesday, 
March 4. In addition, mail-in registra-

tion must be postmarked no later than 
March 2. No dogs are allowed in the 
zoo portion of the 5K route. 

Overall awards will be presented to 
the top three male, female and masters 
finishers; awards also will be pre-
sented to the top three male and fe-
male finishers in various age divisions.  

An awards party following the race 
is free to registered participants; 

guests can attend the after-party for 
$5, $15 for families of three or more, 
and children under age 5 will be ad-
mitted to the party free. The party will 
feature free food, door prizes, a 50/50 
raffle and live auction.  

For race information, call 410-742-
0505, ext. 118; email cfr@macinc.org; 
or visit www.macinc.org/st-paddys. 
 

Early Worcester  
history to be discussed

The Worcester County Historical So-
ciety will hold its annual spring dinner 
meeting at the Pocomoke Community 
Center on Market Street, Friday, March 
27. Dinner guests will learn about 
Worcester County’s past while enjoying a 
meal of chicken and dumplings with all 
the fixings prepared by the Ladies Auxil-
iary.  

Dr. Ray Thompson will speak to the 
members and guests about the early his-
tory of Worcester County. Dr. Thompson 
said that the Eastern Shore has been for-
tunate to have the oldest continuous 
records in British-speaking America 

starting in 1632 to help people under-
stand who the earliest settlers were. He 
called them hearty men and women who 
lived in the frontier environment away 
from civilization. His talk will look into 
who they were and their lifestyles and 
how they transformed the Eastern Shore. 
He will trace the movements of the set-
tlers up the peninsula of Virginia into 
Maryland’s Eastern Shore and into 
Delaware. Their economic, political, cul-
tural, and religious societies led to the 
fundamentals of America today. He also 
plans a power point to supplement his 
discussion. 

Dr. Thompson, along with Sylvia 
Bradley, was the co-founder of the Ed-
ward H. Nabb Research Center for Del-
marva History and Culture at Salisbury 
University in 1983.  His 25-year career at 
the university included teaching history 
and serving as chair of the history de-
partment. Today he continues speaking 
and doing research in local history. 

Doors will open for the event at 5:30 
p.m. Friday evening and the dinner will 
begin at 6:30 p.m. Tickets are $25 per 
person and can be purchased by sending 
a check to Robert Fisher, WCHS Treas-
urer, 230 South Washington St., Snow 
Hill, MD 21863. The deadline for reser-
vations for the dinner, which is open to 
the public, is March 22. 

Living 50 Plus
A Special Monthly Feature to The Courier 

Healthcare 
 

Travel 
 

Recreation 
 

Services 
 

Dining

For Advertising Information

Contact Linda Knight 

443-366-4184 

CourierLKnight@gmail.com

Contact Linda Knight 

443-366-4184 

CourierLKnight@gmail.com

Letters sent to The Courier for publication 
consideration must be signed and include 

a telephone num-
ber where the au-
thor can be 
reached to verify 
authenticity, if 
necessary.  Let-

ters are not corrected for spelling or 
grammar and priority will be given to let-
ters of 300 words or less.  Letters must 
be received by Friday at 5 p.m.  They can 
be e-mailed to:  

thecourier@delmarvacourier.com
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D.A. Kozma Jewelers

Watch Batteries 
Custom Designs  

Personalized Service  
Bridal Consultation

Prompt, friendly & Affordable Service

410-213-7505  410-524-GOLD www.dakozmajewelers.com 
 

on Route 611 at Route 50  
in the Food Lion Shopping Center

MD #2294

We buy Gold  
and Silver Coins

It’s Girl Scout 
Cookie Time
Stop by the 
store to  
make your  
selections!

Kiwanis Pancake Breakfast  
It takes a lot of work by a lot of people to make a pancake breakfast successful.  The Ki-
wanis Club of Greater Ocean Pines-Ocean City held the first of their three annual pan-
cake breakfasts on Saturday February 22. 

Above are scrambled egg makers (L-R) Suzanne Foley, Candy Foreman and Shel-
ley Cohen.   

Craft group to meet 
The March Pine’eer Craft Club meeting will be held on March 19 at the Ocean 

Pines Community Center in the Assateague Room.  Refreshments will be served 
at 9:45 a.m. and the meeting will begin at 10 a.m. 

The March project is making bags from T-shirts. This is the giveaway for the 
April grand opening of the new Pine’eer Artisan and Gift Shop.  All are welcome.  

For more information contact Carol Quinto at 410-208-4317. 

Mon - 11am - 9pm      Tues - Thurs. 7:30am - 9pm 
Fri. & Sat. 7:30am - 9:30pm

410-208-2782
Inside Ocean Pines South Gate

DeNovo’s  
Delivers

Breakfast   Lunch   Dinner 
Full Service Bar

Check Daily Menu Specials at 
www.denovos.com

Noon - 8 p.m.
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Manned spaceflight to ISS
In March, this column focuses on 

new developments in manned U.S. 
spaceflight to the International Space 
Station (ISS).  Since 2011, when 
NASA’s Space Shuttle was retired, 
American astronauts have been “rent-
ing seats” aboard the Russian Soyuz 
rocket.  In the past nine years, NASA 
has been awarding coop-
erative research agree-
ments with contractors to 
diversify the U.S. space 
capabilities.  For exam-
ple, under contract with 
Space-X, the Falcon 
rocket and its Crew 
Dragon capsule have 
completed 19 unmanned 
supply missions to the In-
ternational Space Sta-
tion.  In addition, 
Northrop Grumman has 
flown its Antares rocket 
with the Cygnus capsule 
doing 13 ISS cargo mis-
sions.   

A recent safety test on 
January 19, 2020 of the 
Space-X Crew Dragon 
was a great success.  The Space-X Fal-
con 9 was intentionally designed to ex-
plode during the test, thereby 
simulating a dire emergency threaten-
ing the astronauts.  Within a fraction 
of a second, the Crew Dragon capsule 
was jettisoned from the main rocket 
stage.  The capsule’s engine was fired, 
quickly accelerating it away from the 
explosion.  Finally, the capsule de-
scended into a relatively gentle, para-
chute-assisted splashdown 20 miles 
east of Cape Canaveral.  With this 
technology, future astronauts on 
board would be kept safe, in the event 
of an emergency.  

The successful testing boosted 
NASA’S confidence and opens the 
prospect for a manned flight sometime 
in the second quarter.  NASA’s admin-
istrator, Jim Bridenstine said: “Make 
no mistake, there’s a lot left to do ... 
but by all accounts, this was a very suc-
cessful test.”   Also, as Elon Musk con-
firmed: “there is still a lot of work once 

the hardware is ready to cross-check 
everything, triple check, quadruple 
check, go over everything again. “ 

In the meantime, the cooperative 
program with the Russian Soyuz 
spacecraft will continue, with U.S. as-
tronaut Chris Cassidy scheduled to fly 
in April.  Cassidy could be the last U.S. 

astronaut for whom the U.S. will pur-
chase a seat.   

The Boeing corporation’s ISS vehi-
cle, the Starliner capsule, is undergo-
ing further modifications, having 
shown some errors during its recent 
test flight.  Astronauts Chris Fergeson, 
Mike Fincke and Nicole Mann were se-
lected as Boeing’s first Starliner crew. 

Space-X has named Bob Behnken 
and Doug Hurley, both veterans of 
prior shuttle missions, as the first as-
tronauts to launch aboard Crew 
Dragon.  Upon arriving, Dragon would 
attach to ISS using one of several 
American docking ports.  In contrast, 
Russian Soyuz capsules use their sep-
arate docking ports employing differ-
ent technology.  Earlier plans called for 
this first test flight crew to stay a few 
weeks aboard the station — however 
NASA is leaving the door open to ex-
tending this crew’s mission.  Typical 
ISS crews remain for 4 months or 

please see iss on page 12

Astronomy &  
Spaceflight

By Douglas Hemmick, Ph.D.
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costello 
from page 3 
 
 
to see them, with their schedules, was 
incredible.” 

Madison has been away at college 
studying to be a veterinarian, and Tay-
lor lives and works in Philadelphia, he 
said.  

“We have a hard time seeing each 
other, but we see each other around 
the holidays. For them to show up and 
come out of that storage bin was ab-
solutely amazing,” he said.  

Costello was born in Philadelphia 
and spent much of his life there. After 
high school, in 1959, he enlisted in the 
Air Force and trained as a radar tech-
nician for about two years.  

“I went in on the F-89 Scorpion, 
which was a light bomber, but then 
they phased that out,” he said. When 
he learned an Air National Guard unit 
based out of Philadelphia would in-
herit some of those planes, Costello 
joined the unit and served until his 
discharge in 1964.  

Afterward, he tried to find work as 
a radar tech, but found virtually every-
one required extensive on-the-job ex-
perience.  

“I tried many businesses where 
electronics was a big thing in the early 
60s, and I scored very well on all the 
tests, but everybody wanted five years’ 
experience. I won’t tell you what my 
last statement was to the last place,” 
Costello said with a laugh.  

Instead, he enrolled in a plumbing 
apprenticeship program in Philadel-
phia and spent nearly two decades in 
that field. Costello then moved into 
management and worked as an esti-
mator, from 1981 to 1998.  

He started building a home in 
Ocean Pines around 1997 and moved 
here full time, a year later. At first, he 
did part-time maintenance jobs for 
local real estate agents, often working 
on call. 

“It was nice, but it wasn’t nice,” he 
said of the odd hours.  

Then, when a job came up as a gen-
eral maintenance supervisor for Ocean 
Pines Public Works, he jumped at the 
chance.  

“When I came on, there was a lot of 
items that had to be brought up to date 
in Ocean Pines,” Costello said. “I think 
one of the first projects we did was re-
place the whole main walkway of the 
marina – tore it down to scratch and 
started all over again.” 

Costello and Public Works also 
redid the decking around the old Yacht 
Club, as well as the tiki bar area, and 
then worked to rehab the building it-
self.  

“Eventually, we even tore out the 
interior of the existing Yacht Club,” he 
said. “The Yacht Club had settled 
down about 4 inches on one end, so we 
initially started to try and stop it – to 
secure it – and then we had to go to 
outside contractors and work with 
them to bring it back up.  

“The whole second level and the 
kitchen area was totally replaced, and 
we replaced all the downstairs 
kitchens and a lot of the flooring, and 
we replaced the bar on two different 
occasions,” Costello continued. “There 
was a tremendous amount of repairs 
and so forth that was done to the Yacht 
Club that a lot of people aren’t aware 
of today.” 

Public Works, under Costello, also 
expanded the Yacht Club pool decking 
and built a new bathhouse. 

“We just did extensive work all 
over the Pines. I give the guys a lot of 
credit,” he said. “We had a lot of pres-
sure and a lot of stress at times, but 
overall it’s a great bunch of guys.” 

Costello has worn a lot of hats – 
from radar tech to master plumber to 
supervisor – but perhaps the most in-
teresting is how he learned to be a 
craftsman and a builder.  

“My dad had major heart problems 
in his early 50s, and he passed away in 
1969,” he said. “Well, my dad’s best 
friend was a major craftsman named 

John Spear, and they were very close. 
So, when my dad knew he was getting 
close to passing away, he told mom 
that, ‘When I leave here, you marry 
Jack.’” 

Spear fought in World War II and 
was highly decorated, Costello said. A 
brick in the Worcester County Veter-
ans Memorial in Ocean Pines honors 
his service.  

“He had more awards than almost 
anybody I’ve ever known,” he said. 
“He built a lot of the bridges that 
crossed the Rhine [region of Ger-
many], and he would come out as a 
carpenter and master craftsman. He 
could build anything with just a file 
and a plane. That’s where I picked it 
up, and it’s very enjoyable.  

“He was a fantastic guy. And that 
was his first marriage – marrying my 
mom – at probably 67 years old,” he 
added.  

Recently, Costello relied on that ex-
perience to construct a large model 
boat display case at the Ocean Pines 
Yacht Club, and to build the interiors 
for the new Pine’eer Craft Club build-
ing.  

“The craft building was bare walls 
with a concrete floor,” he said, adding 
an independent contractor later in-
stalled flooring. “I sat down multiple 
times with the people from the craft 
shop to get ideas about what they 
wanted to do, and what they wanted to 
hold and save and reuse [from the old 
shop], which basically amounted to 

next to nothing.” 
Costello built three three-tier floor 

shelves from scratch, as well as cabi-
netry, glass shelving in the windows, a 
large desk, and more shelving in the 
storage room. The Craft Club paid for 
the materials.  

“We did salvage the inside corner 
shelving that they use, plus all the slat 
board that’s on the walls that holds all 
the brackets – that was all done by my-
self and Public Works,” he said.  

Costello, in retiring now for the 
third time, said this one will stick. 
Probably.  

“It’s just to a point where I need a 
reverse shoulder replacement on my 
right and the left one’s acting up, and 
my back has been hurting for a long 
time. It’s just about that time,” he said.  

His first action as a newly retired 
man will be a trip to Florida to visit his 
daughter. As for his plans after that? 

“That’s a good question!” Costello 
said. “I’ve been so busy my whole life, 
a lot of people ask me that same ques-
tion.” 

He joked his wife, Mary, suggested 
a few rooms that need painting. 

“I fish a lot and I enjoy that, so 
that’ll be part of it. It’s going to be in-
teresting,” he said. “If I’m not working 
out of the shop, I’m spending the day 
fishing or something like that, and 
there’s always plenty to do around the 
house. Between the outside and the 
wood pines and trees and leaves and 
everything, it keeps you busy.”

Feline visitor ‐ Volunteer (and animal) representatives from the Worcester 
County Humane Society came to Berlin Intermediate school to talk to the sixth-grade 
teams about how the funds and items they donate through Service Learning are used and 
how students can make the most impact within the organization. Ms. Yingling walked 
one of the cats around for students to touch. 
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open house 
from page 6 
 
singing parts, soprano, alto, tenor and bass, are invited.   

The chorus musical style can be described as easy listening.  Songs from 
movies, Broadway shows, and traditional tunes from Irving Berlin and Cole 
Porter are styles typically included in the Pine Tone’ programs.  

The Pine Tones Chorus has been presenting concerts in the spring and in 
December for more than thirty years.  The chorus also sings at various 
community events such as ceremonies at the Worcester Veterans Memorial, 
and entertains at several local senior-care facilities.   For additional 
information, phone Dave Holloway 410-641-5672 or June Todd, 410-289-
7373.   

Funding for chorus activities comes from patrons as well as the Worcester 
County Arts Council, Maryland State Arts Council and the National 
Endowment for the Arts. These organizations are dedicated to cultivating a 
vibrant cultural community where the arts thrive. 

wake 
from page 7 
 
the Seacrets kitchen will be offering an 
Irish menu.  

Event sponsors are Robert Nock 
Insurance, Cheers of Berlin and Gal-
lagher Insurance. The entertainment 
is sponsored by The Burbage Funeral 
Home, Malvern Collision Service, 
Avery Hall Insurance Solutions, Vicki 
Tillery, John Falcone and Robin Dan-
nelly. 

All money raised from this event 

will go towards supporting the clients 
of the Worcester County Developmen-
tal Center (WCDC). WCDC provides 
employment opportunities, day habil-
itation training, residential services 
and community-based supports for 
adults who live with an intellectual dis-
ability in Worcester, Somerset and 
Wicomico Counties. WCDC is a mem-
ber of the United Way of the Lower 
Eastern Shore, and the Ocean City, 
Berlin, Ocean Pines and Snow Hill 
Chambers of Commerce. 

iss 
from page 10 
 
more.   

The International Space Station 
has been continuously operated 
since it went into full crew service, 
in November 2000.  More than 230 
individuals have visited, represent-
ing 19 different countries.  These as-
tronauts experience the 
weightlessness of low gravity, and 
observe 16 sunrises and sunsets a 
day, as the station orbits Earth once 

every 90 minutes.  The station has 
been called the largest cooperative 
project ever assembled by mankind, 
with all of its components being 
flown there by large rockets.  Its 
length and width are slightly bigger 
than a football field, and it weighs in 
at about 450 tons.  

On February 6, 2020, NASA As-
tronaut Christina Koch returned to 
Earth having achieved the longest 
single spaceflight by a woman.  Koch 
arrived at the International Space 
Station in March 2019 and returned 

in February 2020 after 329 days.  
Scott Kelly holds the American 
men’s record; his stay of 340 days 
began in 2015. The Russian Cosmo-
naut Valeri Polyakov, achieved the 
longest consecutive spaceflight, 
spending 438 days on the Russian 
Mir, a smaller space station which is 
no longer flying. 

For stargazers venturing out-
doors, Venus starts the show in the 
western sky, just as the sun sets at 6 
p.m. The planet itself then sets 
about 3 hours later.  As the sky 
grows dark at about 7 p.m., Orion 
appears prominently, well above the 
southern horizon.  The great hunter 

will be surrounded by his usual com-
panions, Taurus the Bull to the 
northwest, Gemini the Twins to the 
northeast, and the brilliant Sirius to 
the southeast.  Leo the Lion is ma-
jestically anticipating the arrival of 
spring and becomes fully visible 
after about 8 p.m. in the eastern sky. 

The crescent moon appears to the 
southeast of Venus on March 28.  

Daylight Saving time begins on 
Sunday, March 8.  Clocks will be set 
forward one hour, so observation 
times will all “jump” ahead. 

Wishing good luck and clear 
skies to all stargazers.   

prayer 
from page 6 
 
1927 the call to prayer that was issued 
was for a World Day of Prayer for 
Missions. In 1928, the title of the day 
was shortened to “The World Day of 
Prayer.” 

Community Church at Ocean Pines 
located at 11227 Racetrack Road in 
Berlin will hold a World Day of Prayer 

Service on Friday, March 6 at 1 p.m.  
Bishop Peggy Johnson will be the 
guest speaker.  Bishop Johnson is a 
native of Baltimore and serves as the 
Episcopal leader of the Philadelphia 
Area of the United Methodist Church, 
which includes the Eastern 
Pennsylvania Annual Conference and 
the Peninsula-Delaware Annual 
Conference. 

Everyone is invited to attend. 

Card, game party scheduled 
The Republican Women of Worcester County will host a Card and Game 

Party on Thursday, March 26 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Bayside Skillet lo-
cated at 7701 Coastal Highway in Ocean City.  Grab some friends and join the 
fun, games and an enjoyable lunch.  There will be a bake sale, tombola (gift bas-
ket raffle), 50/50 cash prize and door prizes. The cost of the luncheon is $30 
per person.  To make your reservation and/or for more information, please call 
Susan Ostrowski at 717-448-1741 or email Susan at posoem@icloud.com. 

 
Central Committee to meet 

Democratic Central Committee of Worcester County will meet Saturday, 
March 7 from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. at the Snow Hill Library located at 307 N. Wash-
ington Street.  All interested persons are welcome to attend.  
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For 45 years Charles 

Schwab has made    

investing more            

affordable and         

accessible to           

everyday investors.  

Call us today for a 

free consultation and 

portfolio review. 

Commons symptoms of engine 
control module problems 

The notion of vehicle mainte-
nance often conjures images of 
greased-stained hands and car hoods 
propped up. While professional and 
amateur mechanics are still no 
strangers to getting their hands dirty, 
vehicle maintenance 
in the 21st century 
also involves diag-
nosing issues that 
might arise with a 
car’s engine control 
module. 

What is an en-
gine control mod-
ule?  An engine 
control module, or 
ECM, serves as the primary computer 
system for many critical components 
in modern vehicles. ECMs essentially 
serve as the brains behind the en-
gines, controlling everything from 
fuel mixtures to emissions controls. 
Sensors within the engine send sig-
nals to the ECM, and the ECM then 
uses that information to help the car 
run smoothly. Issues that arise with 
the ECM can make driving difficult 
and, in some cases, impossible. 

What are some potential signs of 
ECM issues?  The automotive service 
provider Aamco notes that a faulty or 
failing ECM will exhibit various 
symptoms. However, it’s important 
to note that these symptoms are not 
always indicative of issues with the 
ECM, so when they arise drivers may 
want to schedule appointments with 
their mechanics so the true culprit 
can be identified and the problem can 
be fixed.  

Check engine light comes on: 
Many drivers have experienced the 
dreaded check engine light, which in-
dicates some type of issue with the 
engine. That issue can be a failing en-
gine component, or it may indicate a 
failing or bad ECM. A mechanic can 
determine why the light has come on. 

Engine performance issues: Even 
though the ECM is a separate entity 
from the engine itself, a bad or failing 
ECM can affect engine performance. 
That is because such ECMs throw off 
the timing and fuel settings of the en-
gine, leading to a sudden and notice-
able reduction in engine 
performance. Engine power may be 
affected, and the vehicle may experi-
ence a drop in fuel efficiency and is-
sues with acceleration. 

Vehicle will not start: A failed 
ECM means the vehicle will not start, 
as there is nothing controlling the en-
gine to tell it do so. Failing ECMs may 
lead to struggles starting the vehicle, 
and whenever drivers experience 

these issues, they should 
consult their mechanics 
immediately so the issue 
does not escalate to the 
point where the engine will 
not start at all. 

Erratic engine behav-
ior: A malfunctioning ECM 
can lead to stalling or mis-
firing. These issues are 
often sporadic, which may 

give drivers the impression that noth-
ing is seriously wrong. However, er-
ratic engine behavior is a strong 
indicator of problems with the ECM, 
and these issues should be addressed 
immediately. 

Identifying ECM issues and 
promptly addressing them can help 
drivers keep their vehicles on the 
road.  
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St. Joseph’s Festival returns
The Lodge OC Sons and Daughters 

of Italy is again honoring St. Joseph, 
the patron saint of workers, at its tenth 
annual festival on March 28. 

The festival’s venue is St Andrew’s 
Hall located at 144th and Sinepuxent 
streets in Ocean City from 11 a.m. to 6 
p.m. 

The festival’s purpose is to raise 
funds for the Lodge’s charities and 
high school scholarships for seniors of 
Italian descent in Sussex and Worces-
ter counties. 

Admission is free and attendees 
can expect traditional Italian special-

ties such as ravioli, meatballs, sausage, 
subs, salad, minestrone soup, zepp-
pole, cannoli, gelato and fried dough. 
Soda, wine and beer can also be pur-
chased 

Entertainment during the day will 
include “The Mario Monaldi Band” 
from Baltimore.  

There will also be basket and silent 
auctions. Children games will also be 
available for families. 

Direction to the festival and other 
questions can be obtained by contact-
ing Sal Castorina at 302-436-2146 or 
Al DiOrio at 302-430-1004.

Irish Soda Bread! 
Get Your Orders in Early 

Open at 6 a.m. everyday! 
Serving Breakfast and Lunch

11304 Manklin Creek Rd  
Southgate - Ocean Pines 

(Manklin Creek & Ocean Pkwy)  

Winter Hours:  
6 a.m. to 2 p.m.

RTE. 589
O.P. South Gate Entrance
OCEAN PKWY

A Bagel 
and.. Ma

nk
lin

 C
re

ek

AA  BBAAGGEELL             aanndd ......
Free  

Wireless  
Internet

AGH to host job fair
Atlantic General Hospital (AGH) 

has announced that it will hold a job 
fair on Thursday, March 19 to help fill 
open positions in the hospital as well 
as its health system of physician of-
fices. 

Positions available include regis-
tered nurses (RNs), certified nursing 
assistants (CNAs), nurse techs, med-
ical receptionists, and medical assis-

tants, among others. On-site inter-
views for RNs and CNAs will be held 
throughout the fair.  

The fair will take place in the AGH 
main lobby between 2 p.m. and 5 p.m. 

For more information, contact At-
lantic General Hospital Human Re-
sources at 410-641-9612 or visit 
www.agh.care/careers.  

African American Read-In 
To celebrate African American History Month, the Stephen Decatur High School National 
English Honor Society (NEHS) hosted its annual African American Read-In, where stu-
dents, teachers and parents had the opportunity to read and listen to excerpts from 
African American writers. The event is now in its third year. NEHS members and other 
students will also be visiting Buckingham Elementary School to celebrate African Amer-
ican History Month and read to students. 

Above: Senior Justice Paige poses with her parents following the 3rd annual African 
American Read-In at Stephen Decatur High School. Paige read excerpts from her own 
poetry. 

The future 
The sixth grade students of Berlin Intermediate School are looking forward to their future 
career plans and have been introduced to a new College and Career computer program 
called Naviance through their School Counseling lessons.  The students are research-
ing career paths, setting some career goals and exploring options beyond graduation. 

Above are Mrs. Bankert, sixth grade School Counselor is Juan Valenzeuela-Ibarra.  

Irish music 
concert set 

In celebration of Irish-
American heritage 
month, Mike and the Fel-
low Travelers (Mike 
O’Loughlin, Dave Kohut, 
Meri Holden and Brad 
Stevens) will perform “An 
Evening of Irish Music” 
on Friday, March 27, at 6 
p.m., on the first floor of 
the Hazel Center at Wor-
Wic Community College. 
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To place your business card call

410-629-5906

E L E C T R I C I A N

D E N T I S T R Y

T I T L E  S E R V I C E S

H O M E  I M P R O V E M E N T W R I T I N G  S E R V I C E S

A T T O R N E Y S

Waterfront Electrical Service l Hot Tubs & Spas 

Residential l Commercial l Interior & Exterior Lighting 

Service Upgrades l Phone/Data/TV Lines l Ceiling FansJ.T. Novak, LLC Electrical Contracting Prompt Service at Reasonable Rates
P.O. Box 1464 

Berlin, MD 21811 

Phone: 410-208-3052 

Mobile: 443-235-5544Master Electrician MD l VA l DE l PA

STEVEN W. RAKOW
A t t o r n e y  a t  L a w

410-600-3075
www.STEVERAKOWLAW.COM

STEVE@STEVERAKOWLAW.COM

Jean Marx 
443-880-0045 
jmarx.timeflys@gmail.com 
www.timeflysbooks.com

Publishing, Memoirs & More!PAUL’S HOME IMPROVEMENTS
All phases of home improvements

No job too small - No job too large 
Handyman Home Services 
Over 40 years experience

410-641-7548
Free Estimates

MHIC #83501

Gerard Ott, D.M.D., PA 

Jeremy Masenior, D.D.S. 
Family Dentistry  

1 Pitts Street 
Berlin, Maryland 21811 

 
(410) 641-3490 

ott.masenior@gmail.com 

C A R P E T  C A R E

Support Local Businesses

302-436-5652
www.brasurescarpetcare.com

l Carpet Cleaning 
l Oriental Rug Cleaning & Repair

l Upholstery Cleaning 
l Tile & Grout Cleaning

Quality Service by Certified Technicians Since 1983

P H Y S I C A L  T H E R A P Y

Building a strong credit history saves money in longrun
Credit scores play a significant role 

in the lives of millions of adults across 
the globe. A strong credit history can 
help people secure more borrower-
friendly terms on home and auto 
loans, potentially saving them thou-
sands of dollars.  

Credit scores are not typically on 
the minds of young adults who are 
years away from purchasing their first 
homes. However, young adulthood is 
a great time to begin building a strong 
credit history. By laying a strong foun-
dation now, young adults can reap sig-
nificant rewards when they try to 
finance major purchases, such as cars 
and homes, down the road. 

Open a credit account. It’s impor-
tant to begin building credit histories 
once you’re eligible, as young people 
with no credit histories may find it 
hard to get loans or even apartments 
of their own. Cosigners can help, but 
loans secured with cosigners will not 
do much to improve young people’s 

credit scores. Borrowers want loan ap-
plicants who have shown they can pay 
their own bills, and length 
of credit history is one of 
many variables that are 
used to determine bor-
rowers’ credit scores. A 
long history that docu-
ments a young person’s 
track record of paying bills 
on time is to his or her ad-
vantage. Many credit card 
companies issue credit to 
applicants as young as 18, 
so young people should 
not hesitate to begin ex-
ploring their options. The 
online financial resource NerdWallet 
notes that young people with no credit 
history may need to apply for secured 
credit cards. Unlike more traditional 
cards, secured cards are backed by up-
front cash deposits. However, secured 
cardholders must still make payments 
on time and will still incur interest 

charges if they do not. These cards can 
be a great way for young people to 

begin showing 
lenders their 
creditworthiness. 

Apply for an 
installment loan. 
Installment loans 
are another great 
way for young 
people to build 
their credit histo-
ries. According to 
the credit report-
ing agency Exper-
ian, auto loans 
are among the 

easiest types of loans to obtain. Young 
borrowers may need cosigners, though 
some lenders may not require that. 
Young people who want to buy new ve-
hicles can avoid leaning on their par-
ents to facilitate their purchases and 
instead take out an auto loan that re-
quires monthly payments. A track 

record of making installment loan 
payments on time and in full is a great 
way for young people to prove their 
creditworthiness and improve their 
credit scores. 

Ask your landlord to help. Young 
people who rent and pay their rent on 
time might finally be able to benefit 
from that. In the past, the only way 
rent payments were included on credit 
reports was if tenants were delinquent 
with their rent payments and subject 
to lawsuits or were reported to collec-
tion agencies. 

However, Experian recently started 
to include positive rental payment in-
formation in their credit reports. 
Young people with histories of making 
rent payments on time can ask their 
landlords to report their positive pay-
ment histories to the credit bureaus. 

Strong credit histories can benefit 
adults from all walks of life. It’s never 
too early for young adults to begin 
building their financial reputations.  
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28th STREET l 410-289-2020 
2706 Philadephia Ave.  

Ocean City, MD 

Off Season 
SPECIALS

Both Locations

MONDAY - THURSDAY  1/2-OFF SPECIALS
FFRRIIDDAAYY,,   AALLLL  DDAAYY  

CCRRAABB  CCAAKKEESS  
AANNDD  AALLLL  

SSEEAAFFOOOODD  IITTEEMMSS  
2255%%  OOFFFF

SSAATTUURRDDAAYY,,   66--1100  PPMM  
AALLLL --YYOOUU  
CCAANN--EEAATT   

RRIIBBSS  &&  SSHHRRIIMMPP  
$$2200

SSUUNNDDAAYY,,   NNOOOONN--1122  AAMM  
2255%%  OOFFFF  EENNTTIIRREE  CCHHEECCKK

HAPPY HOUR MONDAY-SATURDAY 3-6 PM

ANY CAPS GOAL GETS $2 DRINKS

FULL MENU AND CARRY-OUT TIL 1 AM NIGHTLY

127th STREET l 443-664-7482 
12701 Coastal Hwy. Ste. B 

Ocean City, MD 
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