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Mulchlng Mlstakes To Avoid

Landscape features vary signifi-
cantly from house to house.
Some homeowners may prefer
water features on their proper-
ties, while others focus on flow-
ers that would be the envy of a
botanical garden. Regardless of
those preferences, lawn and
garden enthusiasts who want to
make their properties as idyllic
as possible may eventually look

to mulch to help them accom- flowers, Ints, trees, and
plish that goal. shrubs. And because soil

Mulch helps soil retain moisture,  beneath mulch retains more
which promotes strong, healthy  moisture than soil that's not pro-
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tected by mulch, homeowners
won’t have to spend as much
time watering mulched land-
scapes. That saves time and
conserves water, which can be
a big benefit in areas prone to
drought and/or especially hot
summers. Mulch also helps to
suppress weed growth, which
can ensure all that hard work
needed to create an eye-catch-
ing garden won’t be compro-
mised by the presence of
unsightly, thirsty weeds.
Mulching seems like a simple
task, and it can be. But that
does not mean homeowners
cannot make mistakes when
mulching. The following are
some common mulching mis-
takes to avoid as lawn and gar-
den season hits full swing.

* Not enough mulch: Mulch is
ineffective when spread too
thin. The Virginia Cooperative
Extension at Virginia Tech and
Virginia State University recom-
mends applying mulch no less
than two inches in depth.
Anything less than that will
prove ineffective at preventing
weed growth and helping the
soil retain moisture, and that
means you will need to water
more often.

e Poorly located mulch: Mulch
should not be placed too close
to plant stems or tree trunks.
When it is, tissue is so wet that
it makes for a perfect environ-
ment for disease and insect
infestation.

* Failing to mulch to the drip line:
The drip line of a tree refers to
the outermost circumference of
the tree’s canopy from which
water drips onto the ground. The
VCE recommends mulching to
the drip line of a plant or tree,
which ensures the plant or tree
will get the most out of the
mulch. Mulching to the drip line
also minimizes competition from
the grass, leading to stronger
plants and trees.

e Failing to weed before
mulching: Weeds should be
removed prior to mulching. If
they’re not, the mulch can pro-
vide the same growing environ-
ment for weeds that you're try-
ing to create for your plants and
trees.

Mulching benefits a landscape
in myriad ways, especially when
homeowners avoid some com-
mon mulching mistakes.
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SALE NOW THROUGH MARCH 3157
Save up to $1,000 on

Floor Displays and Closeouts

HUGE SAVINGS $$$ All with full manufacturer
warranty « Wood, coal, gas, wood pellet & corn
(stoves or fireplace systems)

« All sold on first come, first served basis
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Serving the Community
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Free Estimates!
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8,000 SQ. FT. SHOWROOM

Appliance Sales, Installations & Repairs
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Factory Trained Technicians

Family Owned & Operated for Over 75 Years

15085 Kutztown Road, Kutztown, PA 19530
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¢ Miscellaneous

2485 Shartlesville Road
: Mohrsville
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Tips When Planting
Shade Trees

Beautiful landscaping can add
instant curb appeal to a proper-
ty. But beauty isn't the only
thing that makes idyllic land-
scaping attractive to homeown-
ers. Some landscaping fea-
tures, such as shade trees,
save homeowners money while
adding aesthetic appeal.

The U.S. Department of Energy
notes that shading is the most
cost-effective way to reduce
solar heat gain in a home.
Shading also cuts air condition-
ing costs, which tend to be
expensive in areas with warm,
humid climates. In fact, the
DOE notes that well-planned
landscapes can reduce
unshaded homes’ air condition-
ing costs by anywhere from 15
to 50 percent.

When planting shade trees, one
of the first decisions homeown-
ers will need to make is which
type of tree, deciduous or ever-
green, they want to plant.
Deciduous trees are those that
seasonally shed their leaves,
while evergreens are trees that
keep their leaves throughout
the year. Deciduous trees can
help keep homes cool in the
summer by blocking sun, and
those same trees can be bene-
ficial in winter after they shed
their leaves by letting the sun in
and keeping homes warm. But
evergreens also can be benefi-
cial in winter by blocking wind,
potentially preventing cold air
from making its way into a
home through cracks in walls or
around windows.

When planting shade trees,
techniques vary depending on
which type of tree homeowners
ultimately choose to plant.
PLANTING DECIDUOUS
TREES: The DOE says that
deciduous trees that are
between six and eight feet tall
when planted will begin shading
the windows of a home within a
year of being planted.
Depending on the species of
the plant and the home, those
same deciduous trees may
begin shading the roof within
five to 10 years of being plant-
ed. When planting deciduous
trees, homeowners should
keep these tips in mind.

e PLANT TREES TO THE
SOUTH OF THE HOME. When
planted to the south of the
home, deciduous trees can

RENTING.

So smart, so easy.
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Tues, Wed & Thurs 9am —4pm  Friday 9am —5pm
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FOLIAGE FARM

610-683-6585 / foliagefarmpa@gmail.com

Unique Varieties - We
have varieties you won’t
find anywhere else!

Knowledgeable and
Experienced Staff -
1. Over 50 years of
combined experience.
We can answer all
your plant needs.

Quality Shrubs -
2, We select plants
that have proven

“ performance.

W

We stock weekly -
Our displays are
always fresh
and new!

New and
Exciting Inventory

57 Christman Rd. Kutztown 19530

www.FoliageFarm.com

screen between 70 and 90 per-
cent of the summer sun while
still allowing residents to feel
summer breezes.

* CONSIDER SUN ANGLES.
Homeowners who want to
shade their homes from low
afternoon sun angles should
plant trees with crowns that are
lower to the ground on the west
side of their homes.

¢ Cool air before it reaches your
home. Shrubs and groundcover

WE HAVE THE RIGHT EQUIPMENT FOR YOUR DIY PROJECT.

You've been itching to start those spring projects. Having the right tool for the job will
make them easier. When you rent from Stoney Creek Rentals, you’ll find hundreds of
tools for both indoor and outdoor projects. And a knowledgeable staff will show you how

to get the job done right.

Saws

Leaf Blowers

R E N T i

Trenchers
Backhoes

Dethatchers
Tillers
Post Hole Augers

STONEY CREEK
' < RENTALS

AeA TOOL & EQUIPMENT RENTALS
SALES e SERVICE
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American Rental Assaciation

Soil Compactors
Chippers
And More!

We Sell
Propane

e
www.stoneycreekrentals.com
872 Park Road, Blandon, PA 19510

610-926-4567

Business Hours: Mon.~Fri. 7 AM to 5 PM; Sat. 7 AM to 2 PM

plants can be planted to cool air *« PLANT TREES ON EITHER

before it reaches a home.
EVERGREEN TREES: Planting
evergreens to block wind is
known as “windbreaking,”
which lowers the wind chill near
a home. Wind also can be used
to cool a home in summer. But
these benefits can only be real-
ized when evergreens are
strategically planted.

e LOCATION, LOCATION,
LOCATION: The DOE advises
planting evergreen trees to the
north and northwest of the
home to stop wind. In addition,
to get the most bang for your
windbreaking buck, the dis-
tance between the home and
windbreak should be two to five
times the height of the mature
tree.

SIDE OF THE HOUSE.
Planting trees on either side of
the house will direct cooling
winds toward the home in the

summer.
Shade trees can help home-
owners reduce their energy
bills, making them valuable and
attractive additions to any land-
scape.

fosling & Coling, Ine.  ElectricalsS ewwe

* 30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE + WATER CONDITIONING
* LICENSED AND INSURED  » REMODELING/NEW CONSTRUCTION
* FREE ESTIMATES * WELL PUMP SERVICE & INSTALLATION

61 PRICETOWN ROAD « FLEETWOOD, PA 19522
\ 610-683-5465 Fax: 610-683-3296 )

Email: twoguys61@yahoo.com
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gl We personally deliver all sheds
and pass the savings to you! |

Bowers and Sons Construction
Building and Remodeling

agh /

Phone: 610-562-4692
PA HIC #006953

Owner: Robert Bowers

183 Grandview Road
Hamburg, PA 19526

Free Estimates

\

www.bowersandsonsconstruction.com /
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Time To Get Your
Mowers {0 Tractors
‘ Serv1cec1

kv )
Repair on all Brands of Lawn
and Garden Equipment.
Parts for all brands.
Blade and
Chain Sharpening.

Authorized Dealer
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Donald Zentner, Jr.

1202 Huffs Church Road
Barto, PA 19504

( 610-845-9591

Receive A

s VISA® Prepaid Card By Mail
With Purchase of 6 Qualified KichenAid Brand Appliances.
Now Through July 11, 2020

KitchenAid'
Model KMHCG319ESS

Convection MW/Hood

1.9 Cu. Ft. Capacity * Stoppable Turntable * 1000 Watt
« Stainless Steel Cavity < Sensor/Steam Simmer Cooking

Model KICU509XBL 30"

Electric Cooktop

« 4-Element Induction Cooktop

12 Heat Level Settings * Performance Boost
« 2 Elements With Bridge Function

* Touch-Activated Controls

Model KUWR304ESS
Wine Cellar

* 24" Stainless Steel » UV-Protected Thermal Glass Door
* Metal Front Racks * 46 Wine Bottle Capacity
« 2 Temperature-Controlled Zones

Model KODE5S07ESS
27" Double
Wall Oven

« Even-Heat™ True Convection
Oven

 Temperature Probe

« Professionally-Inspired Design

* 4.3 Cu Ft. Capacity

« Self-Cleaning Cycle

Model KDTE304GPS
Dlshwasher

*46 DBA

« Third Level Rack

« Bottle Wash

* PrintShield™ Finish
* ProWash™ Cycle

Model KRFC604FSS
Counter-Depth French Door

Refrigerator

« Side-Away Split Shelf

« Full-Extension FreshSeal™
Crispers

 Custom Temperature-
Controlled Pantry Drawer

 Pull Out Tray

« Preserva® Food Care System

DAVID’S ELECTRIC, INC.
314 Main St., Emmaus * 610-965-4282
—. www.davidselectricinc.com
“In Business Since 1946”

Quaker Shed

Is Coming!
Get Your

Shed Now!

* 23 sizes ranging from 4’x6’ to 12'x28’ or
Sl custom-built to your needs
* Many styles to choose from

* Pressure treated 4x4 runners with wood siding
(vinyl siding available)

* 2x4 construction
* We will custom-mix any color for your shed

* Windows are standard in all sheds
* We have models in stock for immediate delivery

Also Available: Utility Trailers (all sizes)
*Tow Dollies ¢ Chicken Coops ¢ Dog House ¢Kennels *Gazebos

Before You Buy,

Check Our Everyday Low Prices!!

STORAGE CONTAINERS FOrR RENT

4

* Delivered To Your Site
o 20 Ft. & 40 Ft. Sizes
* Low Monthly Rates

KuzAN’S HARDWARE

AND RENTAL CENTER 610-562-7186
1069 Pottsville Pike, Rt. 61, Shoemakersville, PA 19555
www.kuzanshardware.com « Mon. -

7 Things To Consider When Buying A Shed

Backyard sheds can be useful
assets. Sheds can create storage
space in the garage, basement or
other areas of the house that have
become gathering spots for gear
typically used outdoors. Sheds
are ideal for housing mowers,
tools and even pool-care equip-
ment. But they can be put to other
uses as well, such as being key
spots to engage in hobbies or
even as a child’s clubhouse.

Various factors should be consid-
ered before building or buying a
shed. A storage shed can be a
significant investment. Once
placed, sheds may remain in their

2nd Generation

ADAMS

WINDOW FASHIONS

Shop-At-Home Service

CONTRACTORS
CARPENTERS
ROOFING
ELECTRICAL
PLUMBING
HEATING
EXCAVATION

General Liability, Equipment,
Workers Comp, Tools, Auto

e RHODE AGENCY .
INSURANCE

http://www.rhodeagency.com

252 W. Main St Kutztown PA
610-683-3565

dedicated spots for years to
come. That means careful thought
should go into the planning
process.

1. Check your local building codes
first. Before you accumulate build-
ing materials or order a shed, be
sure to know the ins and outs of
shed codes. The codes may
impact the shed’s placement, con-
struction, the materials used, size,
and numerous other factors. It's
much easier to amend plans
beforehand than to face the has-
sle and expense after learning
you did things incorrectly.

2. Choose placement wisely.

Independent
Insurance
Agentg

NECESSITIES

" EW AND USED FURNITURE

Fri. 7:30 AM to 7 PM; Sat. 7:30 AM to 5 PM

Treuel/alue

FREE DELIVERY
Within a 20-Mile Radius
Reasonable Fee Outside

20-Mile Radius
Existing Sheds Moved
For Additional Fee!

Mini Barn

Rent To Own
Stop In For Details.
24/36/48 Month
Plans Available.
No Credit Check.

Financing Available |

We Accept: &8 Var E)

STIHL stinl Dealer

Carpet -gm
Vinyl e -
Tile e

Hardwood

Randy’s Carpet

Famlly owned since 1974

610-562-8838

1073 Pottsville Pike (Back of Building) | Shoemakersville, PA

Mon - Thurs 10am - 7pm | Fri 10aM - 4pm
Sun 10am - 2pm | Closed Saturdays

Spend several days assessing the
yard and thinking about the uses
for the shed. If you plan to store
pool floats and chemicals inside of
the shed, it should be located
close enough to the pool to be
convenient. Look at the lay of the
land. If there is a soggy patch of
land that can turn swampy under
the shed’s foundation, that is a
poor location choice. If you need
access to electricity, placing it far
away from the house could neces-
sitate running expensive wiring.
3. Consider the design. Just
because a shed is for storage
doesn’t mean aesthetics should
be overlooked. Choose a shed
style that complements your
home. You may also want to
match certain architectural fea-
tures, like arched doorways or
dormers. Design also may relate
to practicality. For instance, stor-
ing a riding mower inside may
necessitate dual doors that open
widely.

4. Invest in quality materials.
Spending a little more and using
quality materials can ensure it
lasts long enough to be cost-
effective. The right materials will
be resistant to splitting, cracking,
decay, and insect damage.

5. Prepare the site well. A proper
foundation for the shed is almost
as important as the shed itself.
You cannot just drop the shed on
the lawn and leave it, as the shed
can sink or structural issues may
arise if it is placed on a weak base.
6. Blend into the environment.
Surround the shed with shrubs or
plants so that it blends into the
yard and complements the space.
7. Deck out the interior. Use every
storage tool at your disposal to
maximize floor, wall and even
rafter space for storage. Plan
where items will be kept and cus-
tomize the storage options around
those locations. Sheds can be an
asset and improve storage capa-
bility in the backyard.

-

Like us on
Facebook

121 South 4th St.
Hamburg, PA @&
610.562.6765 W&

HOURS: Mon/Wed 10-5
Thurs/Fri 10-7 Sat10-5 Sun 11-4
Closed Tuesday ¢

Residential and Commercial
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© Swags and Jabots

© Roman Shades © Hunter Douglas-Certified Installer

Custom Window Treatments are created in
our workroom and are installed by us.
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l Bring this ad for a 10% discount

(items $25 or higher) WP E
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We Carry A Large Selection of
Sauces and Rubs For Your Barbecue

Stop In And Check Out
Our New Models

BIG GREEN EGG Never Run Out Of Gas Again!

Let us install to your existing propane system

NATURAL GAS GRILLS
ALSO AVAILABLE

PROPANE

EXCEPTIONAL ENERGY"

Family Owned and Operated Since 1890

Propane Gas

"y

EDDINGER

Propane VGas, Inc.

The Ultimate Cooking Experience®

NOW IN STOCK!

WICKED GOOD CHARCOAL

Serving Berks, Montgomery,

Lehigh, Bucks,

Chester & Lancaster Counties

1619 Route 100
Bally, PA 19503
610-845-2091
FAX: 610-845-2689

www.EddingerPropane.com

Your Complete Commercial & Residential Propane Solution!
5 Outdoor Projects That Add Value

Exterior renovations can enhance
the appearance of a property and
make it more enjoyable for home-
owners. Certain renovations have
the potential to add value to a
home, while others may do the
opposite. Learning which one
have the largest return on invest-
ment can help homeowners select
features that will have the most
positive impact.

Curb appeal goes a long way
toward attracting potential buyers.
According to the National
Association of Realtors, first
impressions of a property have a

strong influence on buyers.
Landscaping and external fea-
tures can do much to influence
such impressions. .

* LAWN CARE PROGRAM:
Investing in a lawn care program
that consists of fertilizer and weed
control application and can be
transferred over to a subsequent
home owner is an attractive fea-
ture. NAR says such a care pro-
gram can recover $1,000 in value
of the $330 average cost, or a 303
percent ROI.

* LOW-MAINTENANCE LIFE-
STYLE: When choosing materials

Hostetler Equipment LLC

(Formerly Ken Flicker Repair)

Small Engine Repairs, Mowers,
and Used Parts

Also do chainsaw sharpening

Pick-up &
Delivery
Available

15848 Kutztown Rd.
Maxatawny, PA 19538

Hours: Mon. thru Sat. 9 to 5

Ph# 610-683-8655

Is A Swimming Pool
In Your Future?

Fleetwood, PA 19522

E3 Find Us On Facebook

Custom Built Pool Houses
Storage/Entertainment Areas.

We Turn Your Vision Into Reality.
Call:

== IVIARTIN=—

CONSTRUCTION COMPANY

www.martinconstructionco.com

Phone: 610-683-6120

HIC# PA 8177

Total Building Solutions
for over 40 years
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for projects, those that offer low-
maintenance benefits can be pref-
erential. These include low-main-
tenance patio materials, compos-
ite decking, vinyl fencing, and
inorganic mulched beds.

* FIRE PIT: A fire pit can be used
for much of the year. In the spring
and summer, the firepit is a great
place to congregate to roast
marshmallows or sip wine and
gaze into the fire. In the fall, the
fire pit can make for a cozy
retreat. A fire pit that has a gas
burner is low-maintenance, and
the National Assn. of Landscape
Professionals says that most can
recoup about $4,000 of their
$6,000 average price tag.

¢ SOFTSCAPING: Hardscaping
refers to structures like outdoor
kitchens or decks. Softscaping
involves the living elements of the
landscape. Hiring a landscape
designer to install trees, shrubs,
natural edging, and rock elements
can do wonders toward improving
the look and value of a home.

* POOL OR WATER FEATURE:
In certain markets, particularly hot

R

Asphalt

Call Today

We are a family-owned business since 1974
that specializes in all aspects of Septic Service.
Please call us today to schedule a septic tank
cleaning or for any of your other specific needs.

Don’t settle for the rest
Call The Best

610-285-2563

Schedule an appointment and let us show
you the difference!

CHRISTMAN’S
SEPTIC SERVIGE
FOGELSVILLE, PA
610-285-2563

www.christmanseptic.com
HIC# PA 017760

climates, a pool or another water
feature is a must-have. However,
in other areas where outdoor time
is limited, a pool or water feature
can actually lower the value of a
home. Speaking with a real estate
professional can give homeown-
ers an idea of how a pool will fare
in a given neighborhood. Outdoor
improvements can improve the
marketability of a home, as well
as enhance its appearance and
function.

Accepting All
Major Credit Cards

avmg and

PRING SPECIAL BEAGLRT L

EreelEstimates

Kutztown | :

610-396-7998 |
484-486-0282 |

s e trings o Driveways * Parking Lots * Hot Crack Repair * Gravel | &

Don't leave that shed behind! Move it with you!
Do you have an unwanted shed, gazebo, or playhouse?

WEAVERS HAULING

Over 30 Years Experience!

Call: Glen
610-926-5671

FAX:
610-916-2954

Fleetwood, Pa.

HAWK VALLEY
LANDSCAPE MATERIALS

Premium Soils and Mulches

* Quantity Discounts
* You Pick Up or We Deliver

152 Pine Creek Road, Kempton, PA 19529
610-756-6259

AWM/K{WE b

"

www.hawkvalleyfarm.com

A
STONES =

THROW

We specialize in Hardscaping,
Stone Masonry, and
Landscape Design.

484.668.1650 © asthardscapes@gmail.com
www.astonesthrowllc.com
Like us on Facebook! @astonesthrowllc

www.windsorpress.com
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Buy Direct and Save !  PA130101

IN STOCK SPECIAL: 10’x12’ Cape with 5° Double
Fiberglass Door, 18"x36" Window w/Shutters,
3'x10’ Loft and Gable Vents.

Wood $1,975  Vinyl $2,300

+ Sales Tax & Delivery

EASTERN SHED COMPANY LLC

14588 Kutztown Road Fleetwood, PA 19522
610-683-6120 www.EBPSHEDS.com

Genevations of Quality

LIC#PA009756

5470Id 22
Lenhartsville, PA 19534
(484) 857-5801
dstilepa@aol.com

Full Service Showroom -- Project Management
Services-- Design Services -- Quality Tile,
Hardwood and Laminate -- Installation &

Preparation -- Estimates -- Fully Licensed &
Insured

www.dstile.org
- OR -
Find us on Facebook!

PA098824

Foam
S-g“al!m Services..

ﬁ?

* Residential e Agricultural ¢ Commercial

www.sprayfoaminsulationsves.com
elmer@spraysvc.com
484-256-1079 » 484-256-2015

Topton’s Hometown Real Estate Office

AMTF Real Estate Services

610-641-0444

108 W. Franklin St., Topton, PA

Call Direct: 610-914-9509

E-mail: alanefalcone@gmail.com

www.amfres.com

Professsional Real Estate Services
SERVING ALL OF BERKS and Beyond

Alane Falcone, Realtor

Now is the time to talk to me
about getting ready to buy or sell
for the spring market.

Call For A Free Market Analysis.

Best Methods To Repair
Damaged Driveways

Asphalt and concrete driveways
are common throughout suburban
neighborhoods. They are as much
a part of a home as lawns, decks
and other exterior elements.
Regardless of how they’re utilized,
driveways need to be cared for and
maintained to retain their appear-
ance and function.

Even the most durable driveways
can suffer from cracks and pits
over time. As cracks form, they
pave the way for more deteriora-
tion if they are not addressed.
Water infiltration can break down
the integrity of the driveway during
freeze and thaw periods, and any
little hole or crack can promote
weed growth. Driveway repair can
be a do-it-yourself project, but pay
attention to the details to ensure
the job is done right.

ASPHALT: The home improvement
resource The Family Handyman
says it is key to first repair cracks
and pits in an asphalt driveway
before planning to topcoat it, which
is generally done every year or so
to maintain its appearance and
durability. A variety of topcoat prod-
ucts are available at various price
points. Experts recommend invest-
ing in a quality product that will not
shrink and crack. A melt-in material
that is similar to products used by
highway crews can be purchased
for around $100. This product also
will require use of a propane torch.
Caulk-style crack repair products
may not require as many tools, and
are much easier to apply. They
may not last as long, however.
Homeowners must weigh the pros
and cons to each before beginning.
The experts at Popular Mechanics
say that there also are other
asphalt patch mixes available at
home supply retailers. Serious
holes, rather than cracks, can be
addressed with a coarse-aggre-
gate filler commonly referred to as
cold patch.

After cracks and holes are filled,
use a sealer to lock everything in
place and create a smooth topcoat
appearance. Speak with a store
employee if you are unsure which
product is needed for your applica-
tion.

CONCRETE: The process is simi-
lar with concrete driveways, yet the
products differ. Small driveway
cracks can be repaired by scrub-
bing out the crack to remove debris
and then filling using a mortar
repair compound, suggests the
repair advice site Home Guides.
Larger cracks and potholes should
be cleaned. Once that's done,
apply a painted-in bonder to the
crack or hole, followed by a dry
concrete patching product mixed
with water. The material can be
worked into the damaged area with
a trowel, and then leveled using a
wood board. Afterward, a liquid
concrete sealer can be applied to
help prevent future cracks and
holes.

Homeowners who are hesitant to
fix their driveways can contact
masons or asphalt specialists to
perform the job. Keeping up on dri-
veway repair can prolong the life of
the surface and help delay a com-
plete driveway replacement for
several years.

80 Willow Street
Kutztown PA 19530
610-223-5622

4 Industrial Drive
Hamburg PA 19526
610-562-8662

Hours:

M-F 8-5 | Sat. 8-3

Extended Spring Hours:
Starting April 1

Topsoil | Mulch | Decorative Stones
Pavers |Sand | and more!

We carry all of your landscaping and
hardscaping supplies!

Time To Replace Old Wiring?

Old homes can be charming and
contain architectural elements
not often seen in many modern
housing developments. But what
older homes may have in design
appeal, they may lack in updated
features.

While cosmetic changes are not
necessarily difficult, one area of
concern in historic homes - and
sometimes even in houses built
40 or 50 years ago - is archaic
wiring. Wiring provides power to
every room of the home. In
today’s electronics-driven soci-

HOURS:

Mon. thru Fri. 8:30 - 5:00; Sat. 8:00 - 12:00
Spring Evening Hours: Thurs. Till 7:00

(April, May, June)

HECHO

LAWN & POWER EQUIPMENT

4095 Chestnut St. (Rt. 29)
Emmaus, PA 18049-1097
Phone 610-967-5632

Power Equipment

I
=1 §EE

Jesse Newswanger

No job too big or small
jesse.he@ibyfax.com

ANGE Roomﬁ SPECIA_ IS

" Residential, Commercial & Agricultural

Il ===

484-641- 5293

“Be Careful Who You Hire, Don’t Sacrifice Quality For Price!”

ety, electricity that works is an
essential component of daily life.
Over time, wiring can be com-
promised through simple aging,
pest infiltration, weather, or other
conditions. Deteriorated wiring
can present a shock hazard and
also a serious fire hazard, warn
the home renovation experts at
The Spruce. Furthermore, the
home improvement site This Old
House advises that the amper-
age of old wiring may not be able
to meet the needs of the devices
used in homes- overpowering
the circuits. This can cause
breaker blowouts and other
problems, such as overheated
wires that may spark and cause
fires from within the wall.

Wiring often falls into the “out of
sight, out of mind” category.
Homeowners may make
allowances for inadequate elec-
trical systems, such as running
extension cords or using multi-
plug connectors to increase their
wiring capacity. However, they
may not be diligently keeping on
top of upgrades needed to stay
safe. Confirming that a home’s
electrical system is safe is a nec-
essary part of home mainte-
nance.

For those who haven't already
done so, schedule an inspection
with a licensed electrician to go
over the home’s wiring. He or
she can determine if any areas
pose a safety risk and/or do not
conform to local code require-
ments and the National
Electrical Code. Failure to meet
code can lead to difficulty obtain-
ing permits to make other home
renovations, or difficulty selling a
home later on.

The electrician can also go over
improvements that can improve
safety and function. Additional
outlets, including GFCI outlets in
kitchens and bathrooms, may be
part of the plan, as well as
rewiring a fuse box or circuit
panel to allow for better flow of
power around the house. Frayed
wiring or underinsulated wiring
also may need to be replaced.
Owners of old homes should
recognize possible electrical
system dangers that require
attention. Plus, considering elec-
trical codes change quite fre-
quently, it is always in a home-
owner's best interest to work
with a qualified electrician to
keep wiring inspected and up to
date.

Dick

Wessner

610-562-8512

ASPHALT
PAVING

e Driveways

* Long Lanes

e Parking Lots
e Developments
e Roadways

E-mail: dickwessinc1@verizon.net
PA006152

www.windsorpress.com
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What Is A
Sweating Pipe?

Copper plumbing long has been a
standard in home construction.
Anyone who has a home with cop-
per pipes should have an under-
standing of how to make repairs in
the case of a leak or if modifica-
tions need to be made. “Sweating
pipes” is one term homeowners
may hear when maintaining their
pipes.

Sweating a pipe refers to soldering
a pipe or the joint. Sweating seals
a new joint or mends a fault. When
sweating a pipe, it is important to
do the job correctly so that a sol-
dered pipe can last for years and
years.

PlanltDIY, a source for how-to
advice, says that sweating pipes
involves some key steps.

 Cut the pipes to the right length
using a copper tube cutter or hack-
saw.

* Use a file or wire brush to remove
burs and smooth down the ends.

* Clean the end of the copper pipe
with a cleaning brush until the sur-
face is bright all around. In addi-
tion, clean the inside of all fittings.
¢ Brush plumbing flux on the
brushed surfaces and assemble
the joint. The how-to resource
Hunker says flux is an acidic paste
applied to all of the pieces of cop-
per that you want to connect
together. The flux paste will draw

‘ Computer Services

We Gome To You...
Sat.

Limited Time Special
240/500GB
SSD & WIN 10
Upgrade $300

Call for details.
FREE Pickup & Delivery

484-951-9130

By Appointment Mon. -

e Sales & Service

* Business/Residential
o WIFI/Networking

e Technology Training

SPORT SHOP
BUY - SELL - TRADE

9331 Hamilton Blvd. (Rt. 222)
Breinigsville, PA 18031

610-398-2650

Miss Eagle Arms

says in the solder after the pipe is heat-

www.eaglearms.com “Every Home ed using a blow torch. The acid in

HOURS: Should Be the flux attracts the solder into the

Mon. thru Fri. 10:30 to 5; Sat. 10 to 4; Closed Sun. £ Protected” seam between the two copper

pieces and fills the gap while cre-
ating a semi-permanent bond
between the pieces.

e To create the seal, move the
flame around the joint to heat it
evenly. The copper will get shiny,
and the flux will melt. When the
pipe begins to dull and the flux siz-
zles and smokes, it is time to apply
solder. Touch lead-free plumbing
solder to the joint and apply more
heat.

* The sweating process is finished
when the solder bubbles out of the
end of the seam. Let cool and the
joint should now be water-tight.
Sweating pipes gets easier with
practice. DIYers who are nervous
about plumbing projects that
involve sweating can be reassured
there are connection products
available that are used in lieu of
flux and solder. These push-to-
connect fittings seal joints as well.
Individuals can speak with experts
at hardware and home improve-
ment stores to find the best prod-
ucts for their needs and skill levels.

Jacks Hauling and
Demolition Service

REALTORS & LANDLORDS
Did Your Last Tenant Trash Your Place?

RESIDENTIAL CLEANOUTS & MORE!
Complete Service Including Labor

dod=332=0923
GENERAL CLEAN-UPS

Removal & Safe Disposal
Basements - Garages - Attics

Old Appliances Removed
Residential - Commercial and Retail - Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES - FULLY INSURED

24 Hour Prompt Service

DIEHL OR LT ETTIET
NO DEAL ' '

Residential THE BEST
* Driveways ZENIOR
* Patchwork LIAES S

20 AROUND

* Sealcoating
Commercial

« Parking Lots

» Shopping Centers

* Industrial Sealcoating
* Line Striping

SATISEACTHIONIGUARANTEED, visa (G ==

570.915.0770 » 610.972.7071

. . IMMEDIATE
www.diehlpaving.com .t

SCHEDULE
NOW & RECIEVE

$200.00:

VISA GIFT CARD'!

EXPIRES 4:30-2020 _ _ v,

References
Available
Page 6-HI

When It Can Be Smart
To Hire A Painting Pro

Few things can revitalize a home
more readily than a fresh coat of
paint.

It is estimated that residential inte-
rior paint only lasts around three
years before it needs to be updat-
ed. Exterior paint can fade, chip
and peel due to various environ-
mental factors. As a result, many
homes can likely use a fresh coat
of paint in at least one room.

As DIY-friendly as painting can be,
when attempting to paint the interi-
or or exterior of their homes, home-
owners may learn that some paint-
ing projects are best left to the pro-
fessionals. Painting requires skill,
patience and a knowledge of how
various paints - including finishes
for particular applications - will hold
up. Novice painters may do more
harm than good by dripping paint
on expensive carpeting or floors or
fail to recognize the nuances that
indicate a spot-on painting job.
Professional painters have spent
hours upon hours learning the
ropes of what works - and what
does not. Painters often under-
stand that painstaking preparatory
work is crucial to getting pristine
finished results. Walls and ceilings
must be properly repaired and pre-
pared even before a base coat is
applied.

Professional painters also have an
eye for details. And because pro-
fessional painters make a business
out of doing interior and exterior
surfaces, they understand which
techniques can improve efficiency.
That means a professional job can
typically be completed much more
quickly than a DIY project.

Even though some people think
they’ll save money by painting their
own homes, that’s not necessarily
true. Professionals already have all
the equipment necessary, unlike
novices who may need to make
repeated and potentially costly trips
to the hardware store for supplies.
Plus, if mistakes happen, DIYers
have to spend additional time and
money fixing them.

Safety can be a large motivator for
turning painting over to a pro.
Navigating exterior areas or ftall
interior ceilings can be challenging
and may require scaffolding or tall
ladders DIYers do not have. Risk of
falls or other injuries increase with
lack of experience.

Painting can give a home a facelift,
and oftentimes it is smart to turn
the work over to professionals to
ensure the job is done just right.

FREE ESTIMATES'

CONTACT US TODAY!
John White, President

Whiteandsonsrfg @ gmail.com

17 Berkley Park Road, Reading, PA 19605
Serving Berks County and surrounding areas for over 25 years!

ROOFING |

610.914.5115

www.whitesroofingandsonsinc.com

*PA#386111

: o omdltad,
= | ike Us On
"\" f;c:@k

30 Seconds -

Outdoor
Cleaner

7.97

Through end of March,
While Supplies Last!

alley)

Hardware & Supply

7
QUTDOOR

CLEANES

957 State St.,
Mertztown, PA 19539
610.682.2159 ¢ 610.682.7575 Fax
“Decades Of Hardware Experience
At YOUR Service.”
www.ValleyHardware.com

Did You Buy New Lawn Equipment?
LET ME HELP YOU RECYCLE THE OLD!

Riding Mowers, Tractors, Snowblowers,
Rototillers - Any Condition

www.mower-recycler.com
- Quick Friendly Service

Free Removal

610.944.30417

MULCH, SOIL & FIREWOOD

Land Clearl

Barto, PA

Phils Excavation and

ng Serwce

FREE
DELIVERY
Minimum
2 yards within a
5-mile radius
from Hereford

267.733.8079

Removal

Hauling

Trimming

Lot Cleaning
Stump Grinding

Free Estimates
Phone 610-682-2856

R. & R. TREE SERVICE

19 Penn Street, Lyons, PA 19536

AP Y Y LY N AN P Y YL Y AN A AP P Yy Y A AN TP P Y YA Y AR AN P P Y A A L P P Y A A A P YL VL VUV AN AN AP YU YYDV A AN AP YU P VLIV

ROBERT ROTH

Fully Insured

www.windsorpress.com
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www.houckhomesinc.com

SPECIALIZING IN CUSTOMIZED MODULAR
& MANUFACTURED HOMES
* Prices Posted in Each Home
* No High Pressure Sales

e Contracted Improvements & Financing
Available

HARLEY SAYS:
We Are “HOG” Wild About
Our Customers

HOUCK LJQMES S Ine,

Rt. 61, 1365 Pottsville Pike, Shoemakersville, PA 19555 - 2

SERVICE AFTER Family
LISV Owned & Operated
IS OUR Since 1961
COMMITMENT

| BEAUTIFULLY FURNISHED &
DECORATED HOMES ON DISPLAY

CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION 610-562-5128
“Why Buy Elsewhere, Pay More & Get Less? It’'s Worth Your Time to Check Us Out!”

Hillman & Son

ALL HOUSEHOLD REPAIRS

THIS MONTH’S SPECIAL:
Replacement Windows window & installation $275

78 PLAzA
HARDWARE, INC.

HARDWARE, LOCKSMITH
& Bait SHop

Stop By And Check Out
The Added Space
With Our New Addition

STIHL® ||| -Fishing & Hunting Licenses
NEW & e Live Bait

Lg%‘lﬁﬂ « Small Engine Repair

DISPLAY * Blade Sharpening
| Window & Screens Repair
5":"_‘—:‘1..-;:*—;3

g Interstate Batteries

[u-HAu Lj

6344 Route 309,
. W%Pmn,!s | New Tripoli, PA 18066
Weber Gils 61 0_767_6500
¢ Trimmers
¢ Brush Business Hours:
Mowers Mon.-Thurs. 8 am - 7 pm
e Vacs Fri. 8 am - 6 pm
¢ Tillers Sat. & Sun. 9 am - 4 pm

GRIM’s HauLI

Located at Grim’s Trailers, Bowers

610.682.0830 Leave Message

484.256.2428

Monday thru Friday 8 am to 5 pm
Saturday 8 am to 3 pm

Discounts For Landscapers

Essentials For A
Bathroom Remodel

What began as a utilitarian space
for personal sanitation has, in
modern times, transformed into
one of the most coveted rooms in
the house. Bathrooms have
become a place to relax and
unwind, and new bathrooms are
on the tops of many homeowners’
wishlists.

Bathrooms can be as lavish as
budgets allow. Wish lists can
include everything from luxuri-
ous soaking tubs to rainfall
showerheads to chaise lounges
to televisions or home entertain-
ment systems contained in the
space. Those contemplating
their own bathroom renovations
may draw inspiration from the
following features.

¢ HOT WATER RECIRCULA-
TION SYSTEM: Few things can
be as disappointing as desiring a
hot bath or shower only to find
that the hot water tank has been
drained. The home remodeling
company Normandy Remodeling
says that water recirculation sys-
tems provide on-demand hot
water. In such systems, hot
water may continuously run
through the pipes or there may
be a pump underneath a sink.
Either way, one needn’t wait for
the water to warm up any longer.
e DOUBLE UNDERMOUNT
SINKS: Bathroom time is at a
premium, especially when peo-
ple must prepare and leave the
house together. Rather than
jockeying for position around a
single sink, dual sinks enable
more breathing room and time
efficiency. Undermount sinks are
easy to clean because there is
no lip around where the sink
meets the vanity, preventing the
accumulation of grime and gunk.
* GLASS-FREE SHOWER: Soap
scum and water deposits can
form on shower doors, even for
homeowners who are diligent
with cleaning. A sizable shower
prevents water spray and affords
the ability to forgo glass doors or
curtains, thereby cutting down on
cleaning and making the room
feel more modern.

* MULTIHEAD SHOWER: When

MARCH 20-28,

UP TO 20% OFF SUGGESTED LIST PRICES ON
GRAVELY COMMERCIAL ZERO-TURN MOWERS

Offer available to all customers.

0% for 48 Months Financing

— GRAVELY —

MOW THE
[STANGE

SALES EVENT

2020

R I0RIg,,

MOWER SHOP w.c

3102 Woodside Rd., Alburtis
(2 mi. above Huff's Church)
610-845-2164 rhlorish.com

Store Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8 am-6 pm,
Fri. 8 am-4 pm, Sat. 8 am-2 pm, Sun. Closed

redoing the shower, account for
various shower heads so that the
water can cascade across the
body more completely. This pro-
vides a spa experience at home.
* TOUCHLESS FAUCETS AND
SOAP DISPENSERS: These
aren’t just for public bathrooms
anymore. Touchless faucets and
dispensers are more sanitary
and convenient.

* SEPARATE TOILET ROOM: A
shared bath almost necessitates
this type of set-up. The toilet is
housed inside its own small
space and closed away from the
rest of the bathroom. It's more
private and convenient this way.
e HEATED FLOORING: You
need not worry about stepping
out of a warm shower onto a cold
floor when heated flooring is part
of the equation. This option is
available in various flooring
materials as well.

Remodeling a bathroom boils
down to certain coveted features
that can really set a space apart.

Topsoil 80/20 Mix 3

80% Topsoil & 20% Mushroom ................ *25% per ya
Mushroom Soil ............................... $15% per ya.
Red Mulch ..o $33% perya.
Brown & Black Mulch @b round) ........... $ per yd.
Brown Natural Mulch ...................... $25% v ya.
BarSand........................................ $3500 per yd.
3/4" Yellow or White Sandstone ........ $65% per ya
Red Stone (Red1B&Red2B) ..., $4 5% per yd.
1-3" River RocK .................c....cccoo... %65 per yd.
1" River Rock ..................c...ccoo. %60 per ya.
2AStoNe . ... $2200 per yd.
2BStone ... $2500 per yd.
B $2500 per yd.
1B $3000 per yd
SCreenings ... $25% e ya

FLEETWOOD ANTIQUE MALL

- Something For Everyone -

HOURS: Wednesday - Sunday * 10 a.m.- 6 p.m.
14129 Kutztown Road, Fleetwood, PA 19522
fleetwoodantiquemall.com

Call Our Shop: 610.944.0707
Call Jack For Appointments: 610.207.2702

* FLEETWOOD
ANTIQUE T

tBEST PRICE
P

Stay Connected.

03E

Stay Informed.

e |
eFree Estimates
eCommercial
eResidential

! 610-973-9086"

~www bestpricepavingbyrichard.com 1
PA #120231

Quality Pavmg At It’s BEST!

[
1
I
I
e Driveways e Parking Lots :
I
I
I
I

We Specialize In
eAsphalt Repairs eHot Tar Crackfilling

ePatchwork eSealcoating ePAVING
! 8\-
Must Mention Ad. Limited time offer.

o e e e e ]
I.——————————————————————.I

15% OFF ANY SERVICE !

e

Lrce 1949
e THINKING OF NEW OR
| RIS RNV Y N REPLACEMENT AWNINGS?
PAO16649 RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Patio, Porch, Door, Window Awnings
Retractable Recovers & Replacement Pool Covers
Permanent Welded Awnings For Year Round Protection!

Protect Your Expensive Outdoor Valuables!

We Make Custom Outdoor Grill & Furniture Covers!

— Sunbrella Acrylic — 18 oz. Heavy Vinyl - Canvas — Poly —
Privacy/Shade Drop Curtains * Clear Vinyl Curtain Porch Enclosures
Air Conditioner Covers * Mesh Pond Covers * Swing Covers * Bags
Truck Tarps * Equipment Covers * CamperAwnings * Director Chairs

General Repairs * Waterproofing * Grommets * Hardware
For Estimates Please Visit Or Call U
550 Dalton St. (Emmaus Ave.), Emmaus, PA 18049 610.965.2544
www.reinhardtawning.com
Mon. thru Fri. 8:30 AM - 5 PM; Sat. 8:30 AM - 12 Noon; Closed Sun.

Shop In The Convenience of Your Own Home

[SALE-PRICED

Call Today For An
Appointment and
Free Estimate!!

Specializing in Armstrong & Congoleum
No Wax Sheet Vinyl Floors

GLENN R. GRESSLEY

Carpet, Linoleum, Tile - Sales - Installation
New Smithville 610-683-8905

Page 7-HI

www.windsorpress.com
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Experience, knowledge, creativity and passion.
That's what you get from Maureen and Barry Kospiah.

KOSPIA FARMS

LAMNDSCAPING - HARDSCAPING - CUSTOM QUTDOOR FURNITURE & DECOR - NURSERY
2288 State Street - Alburtis, PA 18011 - 610.682.7233 - www.kospiafarms.com

Renovating a home to improve its
value can be a smart investment.
Interior improvements, such as
updating kitchens and baths, offer
good return on investment, but
there are plenty of exterior reno-
vations that can add value to a
home and give it that coveted
“wow” factor.

LANDSCAPING: Abundant and
well-planned landscaping can
instantly boost curb appeal.
According to the landscaping
company Lawn Starter, 71 per-
cent of prospective home buyers
say a home’s curb appeal is an
important factor in their buying
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Exterior Renovations That Can Improve Home Value

decisions. As buyers use the
internet to look for their dream
homes, there’s no denying a
beautifully landscaped, nicely
photographed property can entice
buyers to click and read more
about a house.

ADDRESS INSECTS AND
MINOR REPAIRS: Improving
home value may come down to
fixing areas of the home that can
negatively affect its appeal to
buyers. Hire an inspector to look
at key components of the house
and recommend what needs to
be fixed. This way it is discovered
before home buyers come in and

PR
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v ~

do their own inspections. Termite
infestations, deteriorating roofs
and hidden water leaks are some
things that might need fixing.

IMPROVE THE ENTRYWAY:
The front door is the focal point of
a home’s exterior. Invest in a new
door or paint it a striking color to
add appeal. Remodeling maga-

zine’'s “Cost vs. Value Report
2019” indicates changing an entry
door to a steel replacement can
offer 74.9 percent ROI. Such a
door provides visual appeal and
added security — things buyers
look for. In addition to the front
door, make sure that the entry-
way has a level walkway, steps

- Insured -

Ernie Martin
EXCAVATING

Residential - Agricultural

€ Excavations

4 Basement
Building
Pads

€ Grading

€ Trenching

& Septic

that are in good repair, accents
that are free from rust or tarnish,
and decorative plants.
OUTDOOR LIGHTING can add to
the ambiance of a property and
serve as a security feature. Utilize
different lights, such as a bright
light by the entry, uplighting in
trees and shrubs for drama, a
light-lined path to the door to
improve visibility, and motion-
detection lights to improve the
security of the property.
REPAINT (OR RESIDE) THE
EXTERIOR: A fresh coat of paint
or new (or cleaned) siding can
instantly give homes a facelift.

Neutral, warm and inviting colors
tend to have the widest appeal.

Adding manufactured stone
veneer to the home can offer a
94.9 percent ROI, says

Remodeling. And after doing the
front door and siding, investing in
a garage door replacement offers
the highest ROI of all exterior pro-
jects listed on the “Cost vs. Value
Report 2019.” This improvement
returns 97.5 percent when selling.
Knowing which improvements
add value to a home can help
homeowners tailor their efforts to
those that are most financially
beneficial.
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ROOFING SUPPLY

Monday thru Friday 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Email: quarryridge@verizon.net

* Metal Roofing & Siding
* Metal Trim Bending Up To 21°
e Standard and Specialty Trim

RELA‘,B;BY RIDGE

Your decision to buy a new compact utility tractor

is now easy thanks to the versatile 3025E from

John Deere. Featuring 25 horsepower, 4-wheel

drive and hydrostatic transmission, the 3025E also offers extended service intervals.
Go ahead. Make the leap.

Test-drive the versatile, affordable 3025E today. JohnDeere.com/3Series A

T39EMONTH' | 6-YEAR AR

We have 1000, 2000, 3000, & 5000 Series Tractors
In Stock.
Get The Jump On Spring, Stop In Today!

Kermit K. Kistler, Inc.
2

7886 Kings Hwy/Route 143, New Tripoli, PA 18066
JOHN DEERE

610-298-2011
Mon. to Fri. 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Sat. 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.
www.kermitkkistler.com  kinc@ptd.net

Check Us Out = —
On Facebook! (]

'Offer valid on qualifying purchases made between 4 February 2020 and 30 April 2020. Subject to approved
installment credit with John Deere Financial, for commercial or consumer use only. Down payment may be
required. Average down payment is 20%. $139 monthly payment based on a purchase of $14,550 with $2,910
down payment or trade-in, 84 months at 0% APR. Implements, attachments, taxes, freight, setup and delivery
charges could increase monthly payment. Available at participating U.S. dealers. Prices and models may vary
by dealer. ?All Compact Utility Tractors purchased new from an authorized John Deere Dealer come standard
with a 6 year/2000 hour (whichever comes first) Powertrain Warranty. See the Limited Warranty for New
John Deere Turf & Utility Equipment at dealer for details.
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72 Dryville Road
Fleetwood, PA 19522

PH: 610-682-2050

Systems
4 Hauling

e Hounain Cﬁiney Sweep

610-285-2081

Cimney Liners

¢ Brick/Stone Pointing/Restoration
¢ Teardowns & Rebuilds

¢ Chimney Cleaning

¢ Relining Specialist

¢ Masonry Waterproofing
¢ Fireplace Restorations
¢ Repointing

o Masonry Repairs

o Chimney Caps & Dampers

¢ Inspections I

* Flame Wood Stoves &
& Inserts

We’ve Moved!

Come Visit Us At Our
New Location

405 Quarry Road
Kutztown, PA

610-683-5312 (Phone)
610-683-3207 (Fax)

Featuring Everlast Roofing’s
New ONNI panel...manufactured for

¢ Superior strength
e Attractive design
¢ Long lasting durability
* Weathertight sidelaps
¢ Limited Lifetime Warranty

Everlast
Roofing, Inc.
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www.windsorpress.com
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