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McDowell concert delayed to May

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

As he nears his 70t birthday, country legend Ronnie
McDowell says he thinks about his age ‘a lot of the time.’

But to hear McDowell tell it, that’s not a bad thing. The
Portland, Tenn., native remains just as busy as he’s ever
been. Whether he’s out on tour, sitting down with produc-
ers for his new television show, entertaining fans on a
cruise or painting his latest inspiration, McDowell could-
n’t enjoy life more.

‘I saw Tony Bennett perform not too long ago,”
McDowell said. “He was 87 at the time. The show was
just him and a piano. Now that’s what | want to do at 87—
still be out there singing Older Women. That would mean
a lot.”

McDowell will perform his 30’[h show in Russellville on
Saturday, May 16th at the historic Roxy Theater.
Originally scheduled for Saturday, March 21 t, the con-
cert was postponed due to Alabama being placed in a
state of emergency, according to concert organizer
Wanda Myrick.

Myrick said the decision to postpone the event came
after consultation with the council’s attorney.

COURTESY PHOTO
McDowell (pictured with Dolly Parton), will perform
his 30th show in Russellville to celebrate his 70th
birthday.

See ‘MCDOWELL’ Page 7

Runoff election to decide revenue
commissioner, U.S. Senate seat

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

Editor’s note: As of press time, it appears likely that
Alabama’s primary runoff election will be postponed from
March 31st. Please check www.franklinfreepress.net or
our Facebook page for breaking news.

If the I\Aarch 318t runoff results mirror those of the
March 3" primary, Tommy Tuberville will be very satis-
fied with how Franklin County residents voted.

Tuberville received the most votes statewide in the
Republican Primary for Alabama’s junior seat for United
States Senate, and Tuberville fared well in Franklin
County as well.

In a county where Jeff Sessions began his law practice
in 1973, Tuberville was able to win Franklin County with
2,125 votes. Sessions, seeking a return to the Senate
seat he vacated to become United States Attorney
General in 2017, received 1,637 votes. Congressman

Bradley Byrne finished third in Franklin County with 773
votes. Roy Moore, who traditionally has fared well with
Franklin County voters, received only 665 votes.

Haleyville businessman Stanley Adair received 154
votes. Ruth Page Nelson received 57 votes and Arnold
Mooney 31 votes.

Tuberville and S?ssions are in the runoff set for
Tuesday, March 318t Polls across Alabama will be open
from 7 a.m.-7 p.m.

More than 5,500 voters participated in the Republican
Primary in Franklin County, by far the largest amount to
ever vote Republican.

Those voters, along with reglstered voters who did not
part|C|pate in the March 39 primary, ?re eligible to vote
in the Republican runoff on March 315!, The 1,118 voters
who cast Democratic ballots in the March 3rd primary are
not allowed to crossover into the Republican runoff.

In addition to the Senate race, Franklin County voters

See ‘RUNOFF’ Page 9
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A Monuments are Designed &
’ Lettered in our local shop.
On-site Engraving & Sandblasting

) ; \ Franklin County’s Home Owned and
Operated Monument Dealer!

D
) Grant & Beverly Atkins

] i 403 East Lawrence Street
Russellville, Alabama

Center Cut

Boston Butts
$1.49 2/pack

Boneless
Bottom
Round Roast

“In Memory of our loved ones...”
brought to you by Atkins Marble and Granite Works
and Franklin Memory Gardens

Boneless
Ribeye
Steak
$8.99 1b.

Whole Boneless

Pork Loin

Sammy Batchelor, 75, died onFriday, March 13th.
‘ Funeral service will at Pinkard Funeral Home in
Smoked Sliced Bacon Value Pack Chicken Haleyville. Internment at Winston Memorial

:2.99 |b. / fam. pack Fingers Cemetery.
Pillsbury 14.99 / 5-Ib. pack

Biscuits Boneless Skinless Gary Franklin Burleson, Haleyville, 78,' died on
Chicken Breast Wednesday, March 11th. Funeral service at
$1.99 / |b. Pinkard Funeral Home in Haleyville. Internment at
Corinth Heights Cemetery.

Charles H. Holcomb, Russellville, 88, died on
Monday, March 10th. Funeral service at Pinkard
Funeral Home in Russellville. Interment at
Franklin Memory Gardens.

' /?? Jackie Thomas Saind, of Russellville, 70, died on

A Monday, March 9th. Funeral service at Spry

Memorial Chapel in Russellville. Internment at
Bethsaida Cemetery.

Every 3rd Saturday
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GARS, TRUGKS, SUV'S & VANS

saturday, March 21

Down Payments As Low As $800% to $2,5002

Weekly ¢ Biweekly * Monthly Payments
50+ Vehicles To Choose From

Bad Credit, Slow Credit, No Credit

9:00am-11:00am

North Highlands &
of Christ Fellowshl

elledge.jeff@gmail.com

2506 Woodward Ave * Muscle Shoals
256.383.7979 « 256.710.3711
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Local man charged with two
felonies in accidental shooting

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

A Russellville man faces two felony charges after a gun he was handling
discharged and seriously injured an 11-year-old child.

Carl Eugene Garrett, 1223 College Avenue, Russellville, was charged with
shooting into an occupied dwelling and reckless assault second degree as
the result of a Sunday afternoon incident at a residence on Norton Avenue.

According to Russellville Police Chief Chris Hargett, Garrett was handling
a .45 caliber Springfield handgun inside the residence when the gun dis-
charged. The bullet went through the wall and struck the 11-year-old child,
who was outside.

Hargett said the child was struck in the torso, with the bullet traveling
through his stomach before it lodged in his wrist.

The child was taken to Russellville Hospital before being airlifted to
Huntsville. Hargett said surgery on the child was ‘successful’ and he is
expected to recover from the injuries.

“The gun was laying on the table in the residence when (Garrett) picked it
up and chambered a round. Then the gun went off,” Hargett said. “After one
round was fired, they immediately heard screaming outside and realized the
child had been struck.”

Hargett said RPD investigators believe the shooting was not intentional, so
Garrett was charged with reckless, rather than intentional, assault. The
assault charge is a Class C felony, punishable by up to 10 years in prison
upon conviction. Shooting into an occupied dwelling is a Class B felony, pun-
ishable by up to 20 years in prison upon conviction.

Garrett, who was not related to the child, was taken to the Franklin County
Jail to await a bond hearing. He remained in custody as of Monday.

“He told an officer he believed it was a BB gun and when he chambered a
round, it accidentally discharged. We do not believe it was an intentional
shooting,” Hargett said.

“As firearm instructors, we learn the motto that every gun you pick up, you
treat as if it was loaded. Why pick up a gun and start messing with it not
knowing if it is loaded?,” Hargett said.

“It's reckless and dangerous to be messing with a weapon you have no
business touching and this is a prime example of why you don’t do that,”
Hargett added.

County commission addresses
Coronavirus concerns

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

Monday’s Franklin County Commission meeting ran a bit longer than usual,
but with concerns about the COVID-19 virus and its potential impact in
Franklin County, there was nothing ‘usual’ about the meeting.

Franklin County Probate Judge Barry Moore told commissioners about
measures being taken by the Franklin County Courthouse custodial staff to
keep the facility as safe as possible.

Fortunately, courthouse custodians already had some safeguards in place
for the recent flu season, including multiple hand sanitizer stands at the
entrance and several locations throughout the courthouse. Additional mate-
rials, including disinfecting wipes and cleaners, have been distributed to all
courthouse offices.

“As we know, this virus is ever-changing,” Moore said. “The custodial staff
is doing a very good job keeping the courthouse clean. They have taken
these safeguards for several months now.”

Franklin County Commissioner Jason Miller took part in an emergency con-
ference call last week with Alabama Governor Kay lvey.

“The governor said if you have concerns and want to be tested, to contact
your doctor first,” Miller said. “If you don’t have a health care provider, call 1-
888-264-2256.”

Miller said additional information is available at www.cdc.org and
www.adph.org.

Moore said a fact sheet about COVID-19 is available to the public at the
Franklin County Probate Office.

In other action at today’s meeting, the commission:

—extended the advertising and application process for the
Accountant/Payable Clerk position for an additional three weeks.

—authorized Franklin County Solid Waste Officer Gene Ward to solicit bids
for a $385,000 loan for the purchase of two garbage trucks.

See ‘COMMISSION,’ page 5

Pilgrims
NOW HIRING
Pilgrim’s offers Competitive
Wages starting at $12.80/hr.

Benefits include: Medical, Dental, Vision, Vacation,
Holidays, 401K and Opportunities for Advancement!

Join the Great Team Members at
Pilgrim’s by applying online at
www.pilgrimsusa.com, in person at
our plant located at 2045 Hwy. 244
in Russellville, or at the
Sheffield Career Center.

Pilgrim’s is an Equal Opportunity Employer, M/F/\V//D.

Your Opportunity for a Better
Future Begins at Pilgrim’s!

FRANKLIN DISCOUNT

In Phil camphell! 205-993-4554
Free lucal Ilelwarv'

Mon.-Fri. 9-6
3145 Hwy 237

Phil Campbell

Next to Phil Campbell
High School

Owner/Pharmacist
Wes Mayfield
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How to save your money for your dream summer vacation

Have you started planning your summer vacation yet? It'll
be sipping-lemonade-by-the-pool season before you know it. |
love vacations, but here’s what | don’t love: Nearly 40% of
millennials are willing to go into debt for their trips.1

Coming back home to credit card bills makes the end of a
vacation miserable. | don’'t want that to be your story. If you
start saving up now, you’ll be in great shape when it’s time to
pack your bags.

Here are eight ways to save up and pay for your vacation
with your own money:

Give your budget a refresh. If it's been a while since you looked at where
your money is really going each month, | bet you’ll find some areas where
you can cut back in a matter of minutes. Then, you can put that cash toward
your vacation sinking fund!

Rachel
Cruze

Brew your own coffee at home. | get it. Fancy coffee with a designer label
makes me feel special, too. But if you put that $25 a week into a vacation
fund for a while, you’ll add a couple hundred bucks or more to your travel
budget.

Pack your lunch. Peanut butter and jelly today means pifa coladas all day
on the beach this summer!

Order water at restaurants. If you go out to eat, give up extras like soda,
appetizers, and alcohol.

Save on groceries by shopping generic or at Aldi. Everyone | know
swears their grocery bill was slashed in half simply by switching to shopping
at Aldi. If you don’t have one near you, you can save money buying store
brand or generic brand items.

Sell your kids’ clothes at consignment stores. I'm a huge fan of this! |
also love shopping consignment to save money.

Sell stuff online through places like Facebook Marketplace. You know
there’s stuff laying around the house, in the garage, or in your closet that you
don’t use anymore. Put it to good use by selling it, and put that money toward
your vacation!

Cancel any unused subscriptions. When’s the last time you really
watched a show on HBO, or used any of the makeup samples from your
Birchbox? I’'m not hating on subscription services, but if you don’t use them,
that’s money leaving your bank account each month you could be saving.

Once you try these money-saving tips, you might just make them a habit.
Then, you'll be ahead of the game when it’'s vacation time next year. My free
Vacation Budget Worksheet makes it super easy to plan for all your expens-
es.

Things always cost more than you expect. But this worksheet will help you
plan for everything—even the unexpected stuff!

About Rachel Cruze

As a #1 New York Times best-selling author, host of The Rachel Cruze
Show, and The Rachel Cruze Show podcast, Rachel helps people learn the
proper ways to handle money and stay out of debt. She’s authored three
best-selling books, including Love Your Life, Not Theirs and Smart Money
Smart Kids, which she co-wrote with her father, Dave Ramsey. You can fol-
low Cruze on Twitter and Instagram at @RachelCruze and online at rachel-
cruze.com, youtube.com/rachelcruze or facebook.com/rachelramseycruze.

Please send your guest columns and other creative submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

FRANKLIN
FREE PRESS

113 WASHINGTON AVE. NW
RUSSELLVILLE, AL 35653
256-332-0255

The Franklin Free Press is published weekly by
Pilati Investments, Inc.
Our publication is mailed to our readers at no charge.

Publisher
John Pilati
Executive Editor

Learning to say no

Dear Dave,

Financial Straight-Talk

by Dave Ramsey

as long as people use a 15-year, fixed rate mort-
gage, with payments that are no more than a
fourth of their monthly take-home pay. A house is
often the largest purchase in a person’s life and
one most people can’t achieve based solely on
saving. | still recommend, however, setting aside
as much as possible for a down payment before
taking out a mortgage.

Here’s the thing. Cars go down in value, while
traditional homes generally increase in value sub-
stantially over the years. Plus, you can get an
absolutely great, pre-owned car for $10,000 to
$15,000 dollars. This is an amount which, in my
mind, is doable over the course of several months
through determined saving and living on a budget.
Depending on where you live, a good home can

www.davesays.org

Brady Petree
E-mail: franklinfreepress@yahoo.com

Sales Representatives
John Pilati

Content Contributors
John Pilati, Brady Petree, Ree Shannon,
Doug Green, Rebecca Thomason, Sheryl Hamilton,
Ashley Cummins, Gail Motes

Graphic Design
Jason Hill

Correction Policy
The Franklin Free Press strives for excellence and accuracy, and
we will be pleased to correct any error in our newspaper. To
request a correction or clarification, call or e-mail our office.

Letters to the editor
The Franklin Free Press is published by

including guest columns, picture submissions, cartoons or letters to the
editor. Send any letters to our office via U.S. Postal Service or e-mail, and
we will gladly publish them. Letters must be signed and contain the
hometown and phone number of the author. The Franklin Free Press
reserves the right to edit letters for style, length and content.

Copyright Information

Published by Pilati Investments, Inc. Copyright 2018
All materials and content are copyrighted by the Publisher

without the express written permission of the Publisher.

hometown people, for hometown people. We urge contributions of all kinds,
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We’re debt-free except for our home, and we’ll
have our fully funded emergency fund of three to
six months of expenses [we’ve agreed on six
months’ worth] saved up by the end of February.

We're also setting aside a little each month to
buy a newer car with cash later. We’re about
$5,000 from our car fund goal, but my husband is
getting impatient. He wants us to go ahead a
finance the remainder, since it’'s a relatively small
amount. He has tried to justify this by mentioning
that you don’'t seem to have a problem with peo-
ple borrowing money to buy a house. Could you
explain the difference?

Lana
Dear Lana,
Okay, first things first. | don’t like debt of any

kind. | don’t really like borrowing for a house, but
I’'m not unreasonable. | tolerate mortgage loans,

See ‘LEARNING’ Page 8

Diak-A-Deal

Call 24/7 to post items you have for sale,
trade, or want to buy. Also, you may
listen to items that have been called in.
There is NO CHARGE for advertising your
noncommercial items.

Dial-A-Deal comes on a
12:00 noon Monday
thru Friday on
WFMH 95.5 FM.
"The Dial-A-Deal |
phone number ¥

is really nifty;
just remember
256-331-51 50." 3
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—hired Jonathan Frederick and Sherry Crowder as Corrections
Officers/Dispatchers in the Franklin County Sheriff's Office, hired Brooke
Harbin as a temporary Corrections Officer/Dispatcher and Josh Barber as a
part-time, contract deputy on an as-needed basis.

—accepted a bid of $159,950 from Maddox Construction for the purchase
of a roadside ditcher for the Franklin County Highway Department.

—accepted the resignation of David Hamilton from the Highway
Department and approved the employment of Ty Linedecker as a temporary
employee.

—authorized the advertisement of 10 part-time and/or full-time positions
with the Franklin County Highway Department.

—authorized Moore to execute a buyback contract with JM Wood Auction
for two trucks in the Highway Department.

—approved the expense of $4,400 by the Franklin County Coroner’s Office
for a van to be used for transport of bodies. An additional sum of $2,500 of
grant proceeds will also apply to the purchase price.

—tabled action on moving forward with a low kill animal shelter for Franklin
County.

—approved the employment of Janett Vargas and Ana Montes-Lucas as
aides for the 2020 Franklin County Census Committee.

A request from David Garrett for reimbursement of $125 in wrecker costs,
$789 in repairs and $297 for rental car expenses died for lack of a motion.
Garrett was requesting reimbursement for damage to his vehicle incurred as
a result of driving through a pothole on Highway 69.

‘LEARNING,’ from page 4

cost 10 to 20 times that much.

The best way to build wealth and have a secure financial life is to stay away
from debt. This means getting out of mortgage debt as quickly as possible,
too. You're never going to win with money if you can’t learn to delay pleas-
ure.

Everyone has that little kid inside them, and that little kid wants everything
he or she wants right now. Your husband is asking a normal question, but
he’s dangerously close to letting that immature little kid out.

It happens to all of us once in a while, but we have to grow to a point as
adults where we tell that little kid no!

Dave

*Dave Ramsey is CEO of Ramsey Solutions. He has authored seven best-
selling books, including The Total Money Makeover. The Dave Ramsey
Show is heard by more than 16 million listeners each week on 600 radio sta-
tions and multiple digital platforms. Follow Dave on the web at
daveramsey.com and on Twitter at @DaveRamsey.

Don’t forget to check us out online at www.franklinfreepress.net!

43 Wash N Spin

31 Vincent Dr.
Just off Hwy 43
across from
Russellville
Fire Department

Open 7
days a week

6:00 a.m. -
10-:30 p.m.

Keep Your HVAC System Running Efficiently
with a Tune-Up Level Right for You!
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Development Commission
approves multiple grants

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

Ttﬂe Franklin County Community Development Commission met February
28" and approved a number of grants to local schools and non-profit agen-
cies.

The commission, which includes Brad Bolton, Jeremy Campbell, Chris
Wallace and Russellville Mayor David Grissom, meets quarterly to review
grant applications. The next meeting of the commission will be April 17, 2020,
at 8:30 a.m., at Red Bay City Hall.

Any grant request for that meeting must be received by a member of the
commission on or before April 10, 2020, at 12 p.m.

With the most recent grants, more than $2.022 million has been returned to
Franklin County since the inception of the funding. The funds come from in
lieu of tax payments from the Tennessee Valley Authority.

The Franklin County Legislative delegation (Sen. Larry Stutts, Rep.
Proncey Robertson and Rep. Jamie Kiel) each make an appointment to the
commission to be their representati\f\e.

Grant awards for the February 28t meeting included:

—Transfer of $5,000 to Future Economic Development Fund.

—3$500 to Russellville Middle School for purchase of physical education

See ‘GRANTS’ Page 8

Revenue Commissioner

S
LA

County for the

Thank You Franklin
support shown to me in the March 3rd
Republican Primary for Franklin
County Revenue Commissioner.

I would appreciate your support in
the Tuesday, March 31st, Runoff.

Pd political advertisement by Stratt Byars, 8275 Highway 48, Russellville, AL 35654



PUBLIG NOTIC

In accordance with Chapter 1, Title 39, Code of
Alabama, 1975, notice is hereby given that Hov-
ater’s Metal Works, Inc., Contractor, has com-
pleted the Contract for Renovation of Building
Renovation for Phil Campbell Splashpad, Phil
Campbell, AL, Project # 21712, for the State of
Alabama and the Town of Phil Campbell,
Owners, and have made request for final settle-
ment of said Contract. All persons having any
claim for labor, materials, or otherwise in con-
nection with this project should immediately
notify CREATE Architects, Inc., 218A North
Court Street, Florence, AL 35630.

Hovater’s Metal Works, Inc
5525 Waterioo Rd
Russellville, AL 35653

“Betcha Won’t
Leave Hungry!”

e Full service
breakfast, lunch
* Food made to order

Mon - Sat.

Daily Plate Lunch Specials!
Sandwiches, including:
Burgers, Grilled Chicken,
Philly Cheesesteak. Salads.
Breakfast Biscuits & Plates.

Bcnn Permits - Fishing Supplies - Live Bau
256-332-8989 23791 Hwy 24 West

for call-in &
large orders

GAS MART WEST

 Breakfast 5 a.m. -10 a.m.
*Lunch10a.m.-2 p.m.

Mon-Sat: 9 a.m.-7p.m.

sborn Hill Cemetery will meet on Thursday, March 19 at the
Littleville Town Hall at 6 p.m. to elect officers for the coming year.
Donations are needed to help maintain the perpetual care now and in the future.
Please make check payable to the Osborn Hill Cemetery Fund, c/o Mrs. Lana
Duncan, 2330 Colburn Mtn. Road, Tuscumbia, AL 35674, or to the Valley State
Bank in Russellville, AL 35674. We encourage everyone to come!
hil Campbell Study Club is sponsoring the sale of William Bishop's
BBQ Pork & Smoked Half Chicken plates which include sauces,
baked beans, coleslaw, dinner roll and dessert; Thursday, March 19, 2020, 3 PM till
6:30 PM; pick up at Phil Campbell First Baptist Church Annex; $10 each. Proceeds
will be used for Scholarships and other community projects. For info, call 205-993-
4470.
here will be a one-year celebration of the Little Free Library at Phil
Campbell Memorial Park on Saturday, March 21 from 10 a.m.-noon.
Guest authors DeCory Hale and Jake Owens will be in attendance, and a book swap
will be held. Everyone is welcome!
onnie McDowell returns to Russellville to celebrate his 70th birthday
with a special show at the Roxy Theatre on Saturday, March 21 at 7
p.m. Joseph Baldwin and Johnathan Len will open the show. Tickets are on sale now.
Reserved seats are $20-$35, and general admission balcony seats are $15. For ticket
information, call 256-415-3270. Proceeds will benefit the Roxy Restoration Fund.
he Russellville Civitan Club is holding a Chicken Stew Fundraiser on
Saturday, March 21. Pre-orders may be made by calling Pat Lane at
256-332-0965 or 256-627-7738. Quart jar is $10, two quarts $16, three quarts $20
and gallon is $24. Please pick up by noon on March 21 at Calvary Baptist Church on
Highway 43 in Russellville.
here will be a fundraiser for the Martin Luther King Jr. scholarship on
March 22 from 1-3 PM at the Russellville canteen. There will be
smoked chicken or chicken tender plates along with baked beans, slaw, rolls, cake,
tea and water. Dinner will be $8.
elgreen Alumni Banquet April 4th. Saturday 4-5:00 social hour. Meal
5:00. Business meeting at 6:00. Honoring classes of 1965, 75, 85,95,
05, 2015 and Class of 1970 for 50th year. Meal is $12. Please rsvp 256-332-1376.
You can pay at the door.
he NACOLG SenioRx Medication Assistance Program supplies free
and low-cost medications for anyone in Alabama with a disability or
a chronic illness, regardless of age, that requires daily medication. Medicare recipi-
ents may also be eligible. For more information, contact NACOLG SenioRx today.
There is no charge for this service. Call 1-800-AGELINE (1-800-243-5463) or 256-
389-0529 and ask for Paula Pardue. This program is in partnership with the state of
Alabama and Alabama Department of Senior Services.
here will be a Health and Beauty Aids Giveaway on Saturday, March
21, at 9 a.m., at First Free Will Baptist Church, 16140 Highway 43 in
Russellville.
St. Paul Christian Methodist Episcopal Church invites you to be a part
of of their spring revival Wednesday March 25 through Friday March
27 at 7 PM nightly. Guest evangelist will be Rev. Bruce Williams from Enon United
Methodist Church in Birmingham. For more information call 256-332-6177.
OPS 0155 Russellville is now meeting at the Russellville Hospital
Education Room at 4:30 p.m. every Monday. Everyone is welcome to
drop in for a free meeting visit. Call 256-446-5962 or 256-412-2855 for more info.
You are invited to attend an old fashioned dinner on the grounds with
all day singing and preaching at My Fathers House in downtown
Russellville on March 29. Festivities will begin at 10:30 AM with lunch beginning
at 12:30 PM and praise and worship at 2 PM. Heart’s Desire will perform a singing
special and Bradley Bowen will be preaching. Come be our guest & receive your
miracle! Everyone is special and always welcome! For more information call 256-
460-1376.
he Sons of Confederate Veterans, Lt. Col. John W. Harris Jr., Camp
#1833 will meet Thursday, February 6 at 6 p.m. at the Russellville Rec
Center on Ash Avenue. For more info, call 256-324-2317. Camp #1833 meets the
first Thursday of each month EXCEPT January and July. The Sons of Confederate
Veterans is the direct heir of the United Confederate Veterans and the oldest heredi-
tary organization for male descendants of Confederate soldiers. Everyone welcome!
Village Square Apartments in Russellville host George’s Country Boys
each Monday from 6-8 p.m. for some Gospel and Country singing!
he Sons of Confederate Veterans, Lt. Col. John W. Harris Jr., Camp
#1833 will meet Thursday, February 6 at 6 p.m. at the Russellville Rec
Center on Ash Avenue. For more info, call 256-324-2317. Camp #1833 meets the
first Thursday of each month EXCEPT January and July. The Sons of Confederate
Veterans is the direct heir of the United Confederate Veterans and the oldest heredi-
tary organization for male descendants of Confederate soldiers. Everyone welcome!
ountain Valley Hee Haw features live music every Saturday night.
Show time is 6 p.m. Free admission. No alcohol or drugs. From
Russellville, take 243 to Hwy. 79, turn right, go 1/4 mile, third building on left. For
more information, please call 256-332-5479 or 256-810-4840.
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‘MCDOWELL,

All tickets purchased for the March 215t show will be honored on May 16th.
Myrick said it won’t be necessary to obtain new or replacement tickets.

The show begins at 7 p.m., and will feature Joseph Baldwin and Johnathan
Len before McDowell takes the stage. Remaining tickets are $20 for floor
seating and $15 for general admission balcony seats. Call 256-415-3270 for
ticket information. Proceeds benefit the Franklin County Arts and Humanities
Council’'s Roxy Restoration Fund.

Myrick, McDowell’s long-time fan club president and good friend, said he
genuinely loves Russellville and the annual concert is one of McDowell’'s
favorite shows.

“‘He’s a good friend and he definitely counts Russellville as his second
hometown,” Myrick said. “And he has a wonderful relationship with the mayor
(David Grissom), Bobby Brown and a lot of other people in Russellville.”

McDowell’'s annual cruise will set sail in September, this year to Cozumel
and the Cayman lIslands. He has a 2021 cruise itinerary that features five
Hawaiian islands.

“I see so many friends who come back for the cruise every year and there
are always some new ones who come along. Just like me, they just enjoy the
cruises,” McDowell said.

When McDowell’s career took off in 1990 with the release of Unchained
Melody, his busy schedule was the result of his record label and manager
dictating where he needed to be, and when.

These days, McDowell handles most of his own scheduling, and that’s just
the way he likes it.

“When | first got started, it was all programmed out of Nashville, with other
people telling me where to go and what time to be there. Now, it’'s all up to
me and | love it that way,” McDowell said.

McDowell was set to meet last week with officials from Cracker Barrel
Restaurant about a marketing agreement that could put a McDowell painting
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of the original Cracker Barrel Restaurant outside Gallatin, Tenn., on a variety
of items for sale at Cracker Barrel.

“'m excited about it and they are too. | painted the original Cracker Barrel
building which is gone now. And | took that original painting and put it on an
afghan, cup, puzzle, place mats, a clock and more,” McDowell said.

“'m hoping the meeting goes well and we get the painting on several prod-
ucts at their restaurants.”

Much like the music he writes, every painting done by McDowell has a story
behind it.

“‘My latest one is a painting of Jerry Lee Lewis, who’s on my new album,”
McDowell said. “Jerry Lee had a stroke recently and hasn’t been doing too
well. The painting is called Looking Back At Me. It's Jerry Lee looking back
at himself playing the piano with overalls on.

“As soon as the album is released, I'll take a copy of it and the painting and
give them to him,” he added.

McDowell’s 20-song album, Country Heaven: Ronnie McDowell and
Friends, will soon be released on Curb Records. It features the Righteous
Brothers, John Schneider and other country greats singing duets with
McDowell. It's McDowell’s first release on Curb Records since Unchained
Melody.

McDowell also met last month with producers from HGTV about his televi-
sion show, Painting America.

McDowell said producers are finishing up all the graphics and final details
in advance of airing the premiere.

“I'm really excited about that pilot. We filmed at different places all last year.
This project combines my fascination with history along with my love for
painting,” McDowell said.

Each episode will see McDowell telling a unique story through a painting.
The first one shows Elvis Presley receiving his first guitar at age 11 in Tupelo.

Have an event we can help publicize? Call us at 256-332-0255.

For updates on news and sports throughout the week, visit us online at www.franklinfreepress.net. Send your letters to the editor and other
creative submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

[/ MedExpress
Red Bay

CARING FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY
INFANTS TO ADULTS

WITH A SPECIAL EMPHASIS IN WOMEN'S HEALTH

NUTAREOINVENIEN

DEDVWALENFINSIVY
Open Monday - Friday | 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
221 HOSPITAL ROAD. | RED BAY | 256.356.8907
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100 years of love and family: Hallmark family history

Submitted to the FFP

February 29th 2020 was a special time for the Hallmarks. Lawson and
Pearl Hallmark were married 100 years ago on February 29th, 1920.They
were the parents of twelve children. Some of their children grew up during
the great depression, but God blessed their family beyond any family |
have ever known. | am the eighth child in this family so | have been
blessed to have a relationship with the older ones and the youngest too.

Not one of these children finished high school, but we never gave up and
went on to become servants in our community.

There were seven girls and five boys. My oldest sister Lassie Box was
loved by everyone who knew her. My oldest brother Vester, went to work at
Reynolds when he was 16 years old as a water boy but unfortunately died
at age 45. My next brother, Chester worked at Reynolds and became the
business agent for his union. Donnie raised her children then finished high
school and became a nurse and retired from Helen Keller Hospital. Carrie
raised her children then finished high school and became a nurse and
retired from ECM hospital. Otis also worked at Reynolds and was known
through out Colbert County and “The Coyote Hunter” and played the guitar.
Melvin worked as an operator engineer, learned to play the banjo and was
one of the original “Southern Strangers” traveling most states playing Blue
Grass music.

As for myself, | raised my children, learned to plan piano and other instru-
ments, finished school and became a nurse. | worked for Dr. Matthews and
Dr. Holcomb for 7 years and became a RN and retired as such. Clyde
learned to play piano, also retired as an operating engineer for TVA. As for
twins Vera and Vada. Vera married young and lived in Chicago for 10
years, moved back home raised three children, went back to school and
became a RN, also retired. Vada was a stay at home mom. Raised two
wonderful daughters. She studied music and became a great pianistand
piano teacher. She worked at Marvin Morgan Furniture in Leighton and
retired.

Last but not least, Judy the baby, everyone’s pride and joy. She raised
two wonderful children, helped her husband on the farm, went back to
school and became a nurse. She worked for Dr Kenneth Copeland for
twenty nine years but unfortunately she died before she could enjoy retire-

ment.She spent 10 years helping raise money for St. Jude Hospital. There
is a stone at the hospital with her name on it. Her daughter Nina carries on
her name sake as RN and works for Dr. Jimmy Garner.

Before Lawson died he became a 32nd degree mason and taught men,
then became a Shriner. He was a member of New LaGrange Baptist
Church. Pearl who was known by many here in Colbert County and was-
called “Mama Hallmark”. She was a member of the Eastern Star and
LaGrange Baptist Church. She loved the Lord and everyone else.She
always had a word of wisdom and encouragement for all who knew her.

| don’t have room to name every child, grandchild, great grandchild, or
great great grand but | will name a few, not because they are more impor-
tant, but because they are known by so many in Colbert County. Oldest
grandson, James David Box (JD), musician retired from Reynolds, and
Colbert County Board of Education. Oldest grand daughter Betty Peeples,
at home mom, mother of 5. Her daughter works in medical field, grand
daughter is a nurse practitioner and has 2 RN’s in family.

Coy Hallmark (grandson), pastor at a Methodist Church in Huntsville.
Carole Corsby (granddaughter) who retired from Auburn as professor of
Biology. Becky Emens (granddaughter) became a doctor after raising a
family. Dustin Gandy (great grandson) became a doctor and lives in Dothan
with his family. Joey Puckett (great grandson) is a CRNA at Helen Keller
Hospital. Sara Puckett (great great granddaughter) who has become well
known for playing basketball all over Alabama.

The four girls, Carrie, Stella, Vera, Vada and Stella’s daughter formed a
Bluegrass Band and each played at least 2 instructments and was known
as “The Hallmark Sisters”. Before slowing down they performed in
Alabama, Florida, Georgia, and Louisiana. At the present time they only
perform for family and seniors who are in assisted living.

Papa and Mama Hallmark would be so proud of this family. There are
doctors, lawyers, teachers, nurses, utility workers, business owners, crop
dusters, farmers, factory workers, TVA employees, bankers, truck drivers,
office staffers, musicians, stay at home moms, millennium baby, military
serviceman who served during war and conflict time, and on and on the list
goes on.

The total descendants from this wedding 100 years ago are at or above
218.

‘GRANTS,’ from page 3

equipment.

—$500 to Tharptown High School for purchase of equipment for the new
school soccer team.

—$400 to Red Bay High School for purchase of Chromebooks and Console
Licenses.

—$400 to Belgreen Elementary School for purchase of new Chromebooks
for third grade classroom.

—$250 to Red Bay High School for purchase of a laptop to be used for
workshops, meetings and training.

—$150 to Red Bay Elementary School for expenses for Alabama History
State Capitol Tour.

—$92.38 to Red Bay Elementary School for expenses for Scholastic News
and Science Spin Supplemental Magazines.

—$96.38 to Red Bay Elementary School for expenses for Scholastic News
and Science Spin Supplemental Magazines.

—$2,500 to Red Bay Baseball Diamond Club for expenses for facility mate-
rials for the field.

—$150 to Red Bay High School SADD Club for a vaping presentation.

—$150 to Red Bay High School HOSA Club for expenses for State
Competition.

—$150 to Red Bay Elementary School for sixth grade Chattanooga Class
trip.
—$1000 to Russellville City Schools for After School Program purchase of
materials.

—$400 to Tharptown Elementary School for purchase of Chromebooks.

—$800 to Belgreen High School for construction of a walk way from gym to
workout facility.

—$3,000 to East Franklin Volunteer Fire Department for purchase of 10
Motorola pagers.

—$5,000 to Red Bay High School Tip Off Club for upgrades to gymnasium
electronic equipment and scoreboard.

—$1,000 to Belgreen High School Softball for purchase of bricks to repair
pitching mound and batter’s box.

—$400 to Tharptown High School for baseball fence screen and overlay.

—$400 to Belgreen Elementary School for purchase of printer and

Chromebook for first grade classroom.

—$250 to Phil Campbell High School for Rocketry Team purchase of rock-
et motors.

—$400 to Phil Campbell Elementary School for purchase of printer for
Dyslexia/EL Intervention Classroom.

—$150 to Belgreen High School Cross Country Team for purchase of
canopy tent for events.

—$150 to Belgreen High School for purchase of vacuum for custodial serv-
ices.

—$400 to Belgreen
High School for purchase
of desktop computer.

—$400 to Belgreen
Elementary School for
purchase of
Chromebooks for first

Competitive Rates —

FDIC-Insured’
1.75 %

APY*

grade classroom technol- 12.- monthOCD .
ogy project. 2.40 % APY
60 - month CD

—3$3,000 to East
Franklin Junior High
School for gymnasium
improvement project pur-
chase of scoring table
and sideline chairs.

—$150 to Phil
Campbell High School for
baseball scholarship.

—$400 to Belgreen
High School for speech
classroom purchase of
equipment.

—$400 to Belgreen
High School for purchase
of Chromebooks and
printer.

It's a beautiful thing.

Let me help you choose an

FDIC-insured Certificate of

Deposit from State Farm Bank®

and watch your money grow.

Bank with a good neighbor®.

CALL ME TODAY FOR

Rhett Bradford, Agent MORE INFORMATION.
State Farm Agent

201 Washington Avenue NW

Russellville, AL 35653
Bus: 256-332-0540

o StateFarmBank:

*Up to FDIC insured limits. Annual Percentage Yields as of 09/18/19. Advertised
rates are subject to change at the Bank's discretion. The minimum balance required
to earn the stated APY is $500 (rates apply to deposits less than $100,000). A
penalty may be imposed for withdrawals prior to maturity.

MEMBER
1001287.3 State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL FDIC
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Y2-5901 ‘RUNOFF,” from page 1

will choose their next Revenue Commissioner in a runoff between Veronica
Copeland Stancil and Stratt Byars. Stancil currently serves as Franklin
County Revenue Commissioner. Byars is a former Franklin County
Commissioner alad a self-employed businessman.

In the March 3" Republican Primary, Stancil received 2,437 votes to Byars’
2,414. A third candidate, Charlie Nelson, received 614 votes. With n? candi-
date receiving a majority, Stancil and Byars moved to the March 315! runoff.

Franklin County Circuit Clerk Anita Scott, who serves as Absentee Election
Manager, said she expects to receive absentee ballots by Mﬁ‘rch 17%'. The
deadline for absentee voting at the clerk’s office is March 26

Urgent Care &
Walk-in Clinic

* Entrance located on right
side closest to Fred's
* Please excuse our growing painsi

A job well done!

No Appointment Needed New I OOk.'
13150 Hwy. 43 Suite 10

Russellville, AL 256-33]-2“

(intersection of Hwy. 24 and Hwy. 43)

We Now Carry Jarlin Cabinetry.
1/2-inch Thick Plywood Box
Construction, Clear Coated

Natural Maple Finish Interior
in a Variety of Colors!

Congratulations to Franklin County Sheriff's Office employee Amy
Patterson, who recently earned her Certificate of Completion for the Alabama
Jail Training Academy course. Patterson received her certificate this morning
at the Franklin County Commission meeting. Pictured above, from left:
Probate Judge Barry Moore, Commissioner David Hester, Sheriff Shannon
Oliver, Amy Patterson, Commissioners Rayburn Massey and Jason Miller.

: "Where Everybody
Knows Jour Name..@#

RUSSELLVILLE

state of

919

256.332.8181
HWY 43 -+ Littleville




BUSINESS ¢ LOST & FOUND *« GARAGE SALES - PE

YARD SALES/ APPLIANCES Three Antique Couches.

ESTATE SALES In need of Repair.
Washer/Dryer Free. FREE. Must pickup. Call
LIVESTOCK Some rust. Runs perfect. 256-332-7088. (4)

Must pickup. No ven-

Free Range Chicken dors. Call 256-856-4139. AUTO
Eggs For Sale. 5)
$2/dozen. Call 256-668- 2014 Ford F150
1914. (5) FURNITURE SuperCrew Cab truck for

sale. 115,000 miles.

PUBLIC NOTICE

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE ALABAMA ABANDONED
MOTOR VEHICLE ACT, ALABAMA CODE SECTIONS 32-13-1
THROUGH 32-13-8, THE FOLLOWING MOTOR VEHICLE WILL
BE SOLD FOR CASH AT 10:00 A.M., ON MARCH 28TH, 2020,
AT M&N WRECKER & SERVICE CENTER, 11833 HWY. 43
SOUTH, RUSSELLVILLE, AL, 35653. SELLER RESERVES THE
RIGHT TO REJECT ANY BID AND THE RIGHT TO BID.
SELLER WILL ACCEPT SEALED BIDS THROUGH 5 P.M,,
MARCH 27TH, 2020, AT THE LOCATION DESCRIBED ABOVE.
BIDS WILL BE OPENED ONSITE AT M&N WRECKER &
SERVICE CENTER ON MARCH 28TH, 2020 AT 10:00 A.M.

2008 CHRYSLER 300
TAG: TENN. CLH598
VIN: 2C3KA43R68H123286

2004 TOYOTA SEQUOIA
TAG: 41GZ879
VIN: STD2T38A245208736

2015 KIA OPTIMA
TAG: 49BG896
VIN: 5XXGM4H74FG504189

2010 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA
VIN: 3VWRJ7AJ9AMO32686

Automatic transmission.
$20,000. Call 256-460-
2276. (6)

Golf Cart For Sale.
$400. Includes tarp and
charger. Call 256-332-

1341. (1)

LOOKING TO BUY/
HELP WANTED

Experienced Carpenters
for hire. With tools and
vehicle. Call 256-668-

5480. (6)

GIVEAWAYS

* APPLIANCES » HELP WANTE

MISCELLANEOUS

Free: VHS Bible Studies
with Beth Moore and
others. Contact Judy at
256-332-9479. (4)

Hand Crochet
Tablecloths. 74" x 84" in
excellent condition. Call

256-331-9686. (5)

HOUSES/
APARTMENTS/
PROPERTY
FOR RENT/SALE

AMERICAN REALTY, LLC.

Buy a turnkey business today.
Become your own boss!
Call me about this

great opportunity in

Russellville!

Compre su
propio negocio!

Buena oportunidad!

=
7

Enrique Aguilar
Realtor/Sales Associate
256-740-2356

~@© > EyeCare

Professionals

Buy a pair
of lenses,
get the
frames
for FREE!

Select Frames Only.

Morrow  \

eyecareprofessionalspc.com

room House

Rent. 1302 N.
Washington Ave.,
Russellville. $395/mo.
$395/deposit. Must have
first month’s rent and
deposit up front. Call
256-810-3998 or 256-
460-5016. (4)

1 bedroom apartment
with yard & Jacuzzi.

HOUSE FOR SALE.
207 Limestone St.
NW, Russellville. Nice
2/3 BR, 2 BA home.
Well cared for cot-
tage-style home in
downtown
Russellville.
Ten rooms, 3 car
garage, small
landscaped yard.
$130,000. Call 256~
810-6298. (1)

Call (256)-332-5081 or
(256)-627-1916. (3)

Franklin Free Press
Classified Rates
Yard Sale Rates: FREE,

Dr. David

% Britton

“Where healthy
eyes are our focus”

15255 Hwy 43 « Russellville « 256.332.5440

11833 Hwy 43
256.332.7279

th * Russellville, AL 35653

Deadline Monday at
Noon; Real Estate-
Homes, acreage, lots for

TWO HOUSES
AND THREE
ACRES OF LAND
FOR SALE. 4.5
MILES EAST OF
RUSSELLVILLE.
$199,900.
PLEASE CALL
256-762-6393 OR
256-762-9751.

sale or rent. $25 for six
consecutive weeks. Up
to 40 words per ad;
Vehicles, Boats, RVs,
Motorcycles for sale.
$15 for six consecutive
weeks. Up to 25 words
per ad; Pets For Sale
only $10 for six consecu-
tive weeks. Up to 25
words per ad; Free of
Charge: Lost & Found,
Giveaways, and ltems
Under $100 (Private
Parties Only).15-word
limit; Commercial
Classified Rates: $25 for
Businesses, 15 words or
less for six weeks. Ads
exceeding word limit add
$10 per additional 15
words. The number in
parentheses represents

the number of times the
ad has appeared. Call
us at 256-332-0255 to
place, cancel or renew
your ad. Payment is
required in advance of
publication for ads.

ALASCAN

AUCTIONS

AUCTION SATURDAY,
March 7th - 9:00 A.M -
10513 Hwy. 84 West,
Dothan, AL. Construction
& Farm Equipment.
Dennis Burton AL # 578.
1-334- 692-3955.
www.burtonauction.com

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SPONSOR AN
Exchange student! Enjoy
another culture from the

comfort of your own
home. Make a difference
in your community.
Change a student’s life!
1-678-745-8081.

SERVICES

BEST SATELLITE TV
with 2 Year price
Guarantee! $59.99/mo.
with 190 Channels and 3
months free premium
movie channels! Free

ICES » APPLIANCES * CLOTHING * FURNITURE

next day installation! Call
1-855-943-1314.

PLACE STATEWIDE
Ads in over 100
Newspapers, reaching
over 1 million readers
each week! Run your
ad in our Classified
Network for just $210
per week! Make one call
to this newspaper (par-
ticipating Alascan news-
paper) or call 1-800-264-
7043 to find out how
easy it is to advertise
statewide!

INSTRUCTION

ONLINE PHARMACY
Technician Training New
Students Only. Call &
Press 1. Financial Aid
Available for those who
qualify. 100% Online
Courses. Call 1-844-
359-2283.

INSURANCE

AUTO INSURANCE
Starting at $49/month!
Call for your Free rate
comparison to see how

much you can save!
Please call: 1-855-408-
7970 for more informa-

tion!

Mattresses

==
—
=

On Your Time

Monday-Friday 8:30-2
Saturday 8:30-3

:398:8516

256.383.447 3 Ext. 2021
340 Cox Blvd * Sheffield, AL

After Hours 4-7 p.m.
By Appointment.
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Get to know A Self-fulfilling journey

your new FFP After two decades in Franklin County,
FFP sports editor Mike Self is ready to

sports editor

Brady Petree
Franklin Free Press

Eight years ago, | wandered into
the building at 113 Washington
Avenue in downtown Russellville. |
was there to be a guest on the
‘Football Friday Tailgate Show’
hosted at the time by Mike Self .

| was invited by my high school
history teacher who had been on the show before
and knew | had an interest in radio and other
forms of media. Not knowing what to expect or
what would eventually come from my appearance
on the show, my main focus was to make sure my
picks for the week were all winners.

After that first radio appearance, which my 14
year-old self fully believed was flawless and Paul
Finebaum could not have done a better job him-
self, | wasn’t sure what would happen next.

What did happen, however, is that | began slow-
ly making more appearances on the ‘Tailgate
Show’ and would eventually begin writing small
recap articles for my high school’s football team at
Tharptown.

My relationship with the Franklin Free Press and
WGOL has been off and on for the better part of 8
years until | was fortunate enough to return work-
ing on a consistent basis for the station.

Last year | was asked by publisher and station
manager John Pilati if | would have any interest in
taking over as the executive editor of the Free
Press. | happily said yes and immediately began
shadowing Mike Self in preparation for the day |
would take over for him.

Well, that day is finally here and after so many
years reading columns and stories from Mike Self
it can be difficult to transition to getting to know
someone new in that position. So now that | have
given you the details of my beginnings with WGOL
and the Franklin Free Press, let me tell you a bit
more about myself so that you can become famil-
iar with me...

| am a lifelong resident of Franklin County having
grown up just east of Tharptown in a litle commu-
nity called Bethsaida. | was a student at
Tharptown Schools from preschool until | walked
across the stage for my graduation in 2015.

| then furthered my academic career by attend-
ing Northwest-Shoals Community College where |
was lucky enough to serve as an ambassador and
as a member of the college bowl team.

After my two years at Northwest were up, | then
followed in my mother’s footsteps and attended
Athens State University in pursuit of a bachelor’s
degree majoring in social science with a minor in
political science. | am on track to graduate this

See ‘GET TO KNOW,’ Page 12

Brady Petree
Sports Editor

write a new chapter in his personal

life.

PHOTO BY BRADY PETREE

Self, (pictured center with fiance Katie), alongside Belgreen Principal Derek Ergle and
coaches Chad Green, Marty Cooper and Jennifer Cooper.

Brady Petree
Franklin Free Press

If you've walked through the front door of the
Franklin Free Press building in the past 14 years,
there’s a very good chance Mike Self has been the
first face you see.

With his office situated perfectly to greet every
person that strolls into the building, needless to
say Self has come into contact with a lot of people
across 14 years.

However, that might not be where you’re most
familiar with Mike from.

In the fall you could catch Mike at Russellville
High School football stadium in downtown
Russellville using his immaculate voice to deliver
a play-by-play commentary of a Golden Tiger vic-
tory. As the winter months came along, one could
go to any of the gyms within the county that were
hosting a basketball game that evening and there
was a great chance that Mike would be sitting
behind the scoring table writing notes as fast as
the game was happening.

With spring came the beginning of softball and

baseball throughout the county. On nights he
wasn’t inside the booth at Russellville High
School’s baseball stadium as the Golden Tigers
were on their way to three straight state champi-
onships, he was working long nights making sure
every county school was accounted for and had a
write-up on their games for the night.

Mike’s time has come to an end here in Franklin
County as he has tied the knot with his lovely wife
Katie and will be moving to Boston in the coming
weeks to begin a new chapter in both of their
lives. With him, Mike is taking a writing and broad-
casting style that thousands of people have
become accustomed to and will without a doubt
miss dearly.

As one might expect, over the course of nearly
two decades working in such a tight-knit commu-
nity both in Franklin County and Russellville, Self
couldn’t expect to leave quietly — as much as he
might have preferred it that way.

First on the farewell tour was a trip to Belgreen
High School where Self had covered Bulldog

See ‘SELF,’ Page 15



FOR THE LOVE

OF ALABAMA,

TAKE YOUR
GCENSUS.

COMPLETE YOURS AT
MY2020CENSUS.GOV

X Alabama

2020 CENSUS

1AV,

\Welcowing
Accepting

New Patients

Justin Coan, CRNP

Justin is a native of
North Alabama and has
over 23 years of direct
patient care experience
in the fields of Internal
Medicine and Family
Practice with special ex-
pertise in kidney health.
Justin has been with
Medical Associates of the
Shoals for over eight years
and works in constant
collaboration with the
physician partners.

Justin is welcoming
new patients and would
honored to care for you

and for those you love.

MedShoals.com
Like us... Share us... Call us...

T
A\ N
MEDICAL ASSOCIATES
OF THE SHOALS

MedShoals.com

/ Istin (i Oan,CRNp

Call 256-383-4447

to schedule an appointment

f 1120 South Jackson Hwy, Suite 300, Sheffield, AL 35660
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‘GET TO KNOW,’ from page 11

summer with that bachelor’s degree. My duties at WGOL now include host-
ing the show | once appeared on to begin my radio career, the ‘Football
Friday Tailgate Show’ every Friday night during football season. In addition
to this | also host ‘On Deck” a weekly talk show devoted to baseball on
WGOL every Tuesday and Thursday. Finally, | am honored to take over as
the voice of the Golden Tiger baseball program beginning this spring as
well.

Having the title of “sports editor” means that sports should take center
stage more often than not and | can assure the readers of the Franklin Free
Press that | hold that sentiment to be personally true.

| also assure you that | will do my best to continue the excellence in writing
and the quality of editing that you have become accustomed to over the
years. | look forward to meeting and hearing from you as the years go by
and if there is anything | can do to make your reading experience more enjoy-
able, give me a call at the Franklin Free Press.

Village at Oliver Place

Apartmems & Townhomes

Water included starting at:

5 55 2 BR $440 * 3BR $9512

-......_‘

\“1 m'_‘- |

205.993.5005. « Pike Avenue ° Phil Campbell
TDD (Hearing impaired) 800.548.2546

THANK YOU:
| appreciate the support
from Franklin County
citizens in the March 3,
2020, Republican
Primary for Franklin
- County Commission
District Three. My pledge
is always act in what |
believe to be the best interests of the people of
this great county. Again, thank you, and | look
forward to serving you.

Elec:t

Joseph
Baldwm

Franklin County Commissioner

J oseph &‘M 1§ty Baldwm

DlSsieEr &

Pd. Pol. Adv. By: Joseph Baldwin ¢ 317 Baggett Cemetery Rd., Vina, AL, 35593
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Work ethic, selflessness lead to
Howard's tennis success

Brady Petree
Franklin Free Press

For most people, it takes quite a while to become good enough at some-
thing to be able to do it at the next level, whatever that thing might be. Ethan
Howard is not like most people. Just three short years ago, Howard picked
up a tennis racqeuet for the first time unsure of where it would take him.

Fast forward three years and Howard found himself sitting on the top floor
of the Russellville High School field house overlooking the football field as
students played a variety of pickup sports. Howard wasn’t there to simply
pass time or watch other students play games.

Howard was there to put pen to paper to continue his athletic and academ-
ic career at the collegiate level.

Gadsden State Community College will soon be the new home for Howard
and his tennis racquet, once his high school career is over of course.

Choosing Gadsden State was a relatively easy choice for Howard citing
proximity to home and academics as just a few of the reasons he chose the
Cardinals.

“It was close to home at just about two hours away. They've had a good
team over there for a long time and coach (Buster) Stewart has a lot of con-
nections in the higher levels of tennis,” Howard said. “Another reason is that
the educational aspect of Gadsden State is very very good. Academics are
a priority for me. I'm going to be going into something to do with STEM and
academics is right on par with tennis for me.”

Ben Phillips is in his first year as the head coach of the varsity tennis pro-
gram after taking over for Charlotte Dollar who remained on as the girls var-
sity head coach.

Although he hasn’t been the head coach for long, Phillips already knows
what kind of player Howard is. When asked what made Howard such a spe-
cial talent on the court, Phillips smiled and knew exactly how to describe the
senior standout.

“His work-ethic by far is what makes Ethan special. Even on rainy days
when most guys wouldn’t be out there, there would be Ethan with a racquet
in his hand,” Phillips said. “You can see his work ethic by just looking at what
we’re doing here today. To have only been playing for three years and to then
sign a scholarship to play college ball? That's work-ethic all day long.”

Howard was self-taught on playing tennis and has put in extra hours and
reps during and after practice according to Phillips.

Being self-taught in something is often a difficult process and one that takes
time to get used to. Howard was no different in this sense but once he picked
up on the basics of the sport, he began to improve rapidly.

“When | first started playing | didn’t know anything. | didn’t know how to
hold a racquet, how to hit a ball or anything at all. | wasn’t sure if this was
going to be for me,” Howard said. “Then | figured out the basics and figured
out that | loved it. | started grinding every day and working hard and luckily

See ‘HOWARD,’ Page 14

PHOTO BY BRADY PETREE

After only three years of playing tennis, Howard (center) was finally
able to realize the culmination of his hard-work as he signed a letter
of intent to play college tennis at Gadsden State Community
College.

Ridge Raper

Junior Pitcher/IF, Phil Campbell ‘\‘: X

[ W \‘—

Raper was a key part of the Bobcats going 4-
0 last week both on the mound and at the plate.
Raper threw a no-hitter to go along with 10
strikeouts to lead Phil Campbell to a 10-0 win
over East Lawrence in the first game of a dou-
bleheader. In the same game, Raper went 2-3
at the plate with 3 RBI. In game two Raper
would go 1-1 with an RBI and 3 runs scored in
the 11-0 PC win. Earlier in the week, Raper |
went 2-3 with a walk in the Bobcats victory l

over Deshler while also adding a key RBI just
two days later in a win over Haleyville.

Bowlmg
Family Medical
Clinic

“We Welcome Walk-Ins!”
* Minor Injury Treatment
* In-0ffice Minor Procedures

* Routine Checkups
+ X-Ray On Site
~ +No Appointment Needed
L * Flu Shots

Mon. - Thurs, & - 6
Friday 8-12 - Sunday 1-5
Se Habla Espaiiol!

1369-A George Wallace Hwy
Littleville

Bowling Family Medical Clinic

s 256-333-4118
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fior
Comm{ssioner
District 2
Thank You to the
voters who supported
me in the March 3, 2020,
Republican Primary
for Franklin County
Commission District
Two. | humbly ask for
your vote and support
in the general election
on Tuesday,
November 3, 2020.

Pd. Pol. Adv. By: Jason Miller * 605 EIm Circle, Russellville, AL, 35653

Shoals Primary Care
in Shefheld Welcomes

Jodilyn
Jelsema, MD
Primary Care

MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED « MEDICARE PATIENTS WELCOME

Dr. Jelsema is
Welcoming New Patients
Call Today 256-386-4473

342 Cox Boulevard
Sheffield
256-383-4473

shoalsprimarycarellc.com

SHOALS

PRIMARY CARE
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‘HOWARD,’ from page 13

I’'m able to be here signing a scholarship to keep playing for a few more
years.”

Phillips is hopeful that Howard and his career at RHS will have a major
impact for the younger players coming up through the tennis program.

“One thing that stands out to me is that after doing drills or things like that
while most players are packing up to go home, Ethan is there working with
the alternates and younger guys,” Phillips said.

“Whether it be working on serving, or how to hit the ball he’s always look-
ing to help. That’'s not something I've told him to do or anything like that, it’s
just his nature. He wants to be better and he wants the team to be better.
And ultimately | think he wants to make sure this program is in a great place
when he leaves and that just speaks to his character and what kind of a per-
son he is.”

For updates on
news and sports

troughout he - [ETETE
week, visit us on —
the web at
www.franklin-
freepress.net!

Angel Harrid

Licensed Massage Therapist LMT #1495

¢ Reiki Practitioner Il

—

Send your guest
columns, letters
to the editor and
other creative
submissions to
franklinfreep-
ress@yahoo.com.

256.332.4220

Creative Image Salon
7129 Hwy 43 * Spruce Pine

@gbmpj‘
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They grow up so fast.

Now’s your chance to shape their future.

A kindergartener counted in the 2020 Census

3097121

this spring will be starting high school when
the next census comes around in 2030: That’s
10 years of school supplies, teachers, school
lunches, and so much more. This is your
opportunity to help ensure they have a

bright future.

Right now, students across the country are
getting an introduction to the 2020 Census
through the Statistics in Schools program. This
program offers free activities and resources to
schools to help prepare their students for an
increasingly data-driven world.

Students are learning that the 2020 Census is
a count of every person who lives in the United
States and its territories. Responding to the
census helps your community get its fair share
of funding. Census data guides how more than
$675 billion in federal funding is distributed to
states and communities each year for schools,
health care facilities, roads, transportation,
recreation centers, social services, and more.

Students are also learning these key things
about the 2020 Census—and we want you to
know them too:

+ Starting in March 2020, everyone living
in your home needs to be counted. That
includes children and newborn babies,
citizens and noncitizens, relatives and
nonrelatives, and even those staying with
you temporarily.

+ It's easier than ever to respond to the
census. You can respond in 13 different
languages, and you can complete it online,
by phone, or by mail.

* Your responses to the census are
safe and secure. The law requires the
U.S. Census Bureau to keep your
information confidential, and your
responses cannot be used against you
in any way.

You have the power to shape your future, and the future of all children,
by counting everyone in your home in the 2020 Census.

Learn more about how you can shape your future at 2020CENSUS.GOV.
Get more information about the Statistics in Schools program at CENSUS.GOV/SCHOOLS.

e ‘
—  IN SCHOOLS

Shape
your future
START HERE >
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sports adamantly over the years. Principal Derek Ergle and varsity girls
basketball coach Chad Green were the first to greet Self and his wife Katie
as they walked into the gymnasium unsure of what to expect. Mike and Katie
were then led onto the gym floor in front of a small gathering of senior play-
ers along with Belgreen coaches.

Ergle then gave a speech honoring Mike and the work he has done over
the years before presenting him with a signed basketball from the Bulldog
varsity basketball team along with a plaque commemorating all of Self’s hard
work and dedication.

Self has without a doubt been grateful for the memories he has made cov-
ering high school athletics over the years. But it's the relationships he has
made along the way that he cherishes the most.

“The best part of my job, without a doubt, has been getting the chance to
build relationships with so many people in the community — coaches, admin-
istrators, parents, student-athletes, fans, and my fellow sports writers and
broadcasters,” Self said.

“Some of my best friends in life are folks I've gotten to know through the
course of doing my job. | thank God for them.”

Self has undoubtedly enjoyed every second of his time covering Franklin
County sports over the years but there is one place where the connection is
a little deeper.

Russellville High School has been the place in which Mike has become
renowned for his play-by-play commentary for all major Golden Tiger sports.
Mike’s broadcasts were so special that people would often bring handheld
radios along with them to the games they were attending, just so they could
listen to Mike as they spectated.

So it was understandable that Russellville High School wasn’t going to
allow for Mike to leave without at least getting to say their goodbyes.

Before a game against Ardmore High School last Thursday, Self was invit-
ed to be a part of some “pregame festivities”.

Once Self arrived, RHS head baseball coach Chris Heaps, surrounded by
his coaches and players and in front of the fans in attendance, gave Mike a
proper sendoff.

Heaps presented Self with a state proclamation constructed by state repre-
sentative Jamie Kiel commemorating him for his work and professionalism
across his two decades in Franklin County. Along with a heartfelt speech
from Heaps himself, the Russellville baseball team also presented Mike with
an official Golden Tiger jersey with an inscription stating the teams well wish-
es and thanks to Self.

The memories that Self will take with him as he begins this new journey are
plentiful and the moments he has shared through his work with WGOL and
the Franklin Free Press will remain with him wherever he goes.

“'m grateful to have worked with some outstanding people, both on the
radio and newspaper side of things. WGOL and the Free Press will always
have a special place in my heart,” Self said. “My prayer is that they’ll contin-
ue to thrive and grow in service to the community.”

Self’s days writing for the Franklin Free Press are over and his voice will no
longer grace the airwaves of WGOL. Self does have a final message for the
people of Franklin County and Russellville to ensure that they know just how
much they meant to him across all these years.

“Thanks to everyone for your kindness and generosity over the years,
especially recently as | was preparing to get married and make this move,”
Self said. “My wife Katie is a gift from God, and we are so excited to start
our life together. God bless all of you and keep up the good work.”

There will never be another Mike Self—let us get that out of the way right
now. Self has made his mark on Franklin County and will forever be remem-
bered as a legend for his writing and broadcasting capabilities. His attitude
toward anything he was tasked to do was always upbeat and positive.

The care and compassion he treated others with left a lasting impression
on those he came in contact with during his two decades in Franklin County.
His articles made you feel as though you were sitting court side at the game
he described.

His broadcasting was so close to perfection that if you were to close your
eyes and listen to a broadcast of Russellville baseball, you would think Vin
Scully had jumped in the booth for an evening at Golden Tiger Stadium. Mike
is moving to Boston and with him he is taking a voice and writing style that
thousands have come to know and love.

It is without a doubt sad to see the end of an era, especially when it
involves someone you have become accustomed to reading their work every
Wednesday or hearing their voice on a broadcast multiple days a week.

However, there is a certain sense of joy in knowing that the person in ques-
tion is happy and is making the best decision for his life.

We wish Mike and his new bride, Katie, the absolute best in their marriage
and life in Massachusetts.

And to Mike, always know that if you decide to come back, there will always
be a seat open for you at the Franklin Free Press.

Shoals Primary Care, LLC

Internal Medicine « Family & General Practice

Dr. Faizullah Syed

is Welcoming New Patients

Baylee Corsbie CRNP, Faizullah Syed M.D.,
Misty Maxwell CRNP, Kelli Robertson CRNP
MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED « MEDICARE PATIENTS WELCOME

Admitting Privileges at Helen Keller Hospital
Monday-Thursday « 8am - 5pm | Friday « 8am-Noon
Walk-ins are Welcome

o | 342 Cox Boulevard

Shefhield

SHOALS 256-383-4473

PRIMARY CARE ERILEINUeInE g &1 | IRV

WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS!
Haley Knight, MSN, GRNP, FNP-C

FAMILY MEDICINE

Russellville Hospital is excited to announce that nurse practitioner Haley Knight, CRNP, is
welcoming new patients along with Dr. Jeffrey Chenyi at Russellville Hospital Medical Clinic.
The clinic provides comprehensive medical care for children to adults.

Walk ins Welcome. No appointment necessary.
15225 Hwy. 43 © Suite I * Russellville, AL

To schedule an appointment call 25 6"33 1 -2700
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Advertise with us! Call 256.668.2708 or 256.332.0255

MOWING
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© MOWING « TRIMM NG censed

MULCHING ¢ CLEANING LEAVING
HEDGING & SHRUBS ¢+ EDGING

PEST CONTROL

PREDATOR

“The Insect Predator”
Eddie Deaton
(256) 627-1996

50 Years Combined Experience

Toll Free 1-888-832-5405

(662) 862-5631 (662) 840-4055

A 1
Franklin County District Attor: nev
) 256 332 8870 256 710 4713

MASSAGE

REWARD YOURSELF OR
SOMEONE YOU.
LOVE

\

256-332-1561
73 Flippen St

Russellville ‘

Housing Authority
Incorporated

Personcl Touch Fitness

Personal Training; & Rehab;
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256-668-2844,

Weight Training - Abdominal Routine
Cardio and Flexibility Exercises
Nutritional Counseling

Rlckgyfs mith

Fitness Specialist

PETS

Daycare, Boarding & Grooming
@G@b 1140 Ronnie McDowell Ave Sg3

Behind Pizza Hut

| 5 0 %<3 256398-8112 Ity

9

franklinfreepress.net
LAN DSCAPING

v

MAILBOX ¢ SMARTPHONE » TABLET * COMPUTER * RA!

;

Sunday: 11:00 - 12:00
4 Adult Sunday School: 10:00 - 11:00

Everyone is invited to join us for
this special time of worship.

PUBLIC SERVICE
BUCKLE UP! It Could Save Your Life}

franklinsheriff.org

(256) 332-8811

SWAP SHOP

Call 24/7 to post items you have for sale,

trade, or want to buy. Also, you may
listen to items that have been called

in. There is NO CHARGE for

470 advertising your
e noncommercial items.
0’ Dial-A-Deal comes on
at 12:00 noon Monday

3 thru Friday on WFMH 95.5 FM.

"The Dial-A-Deal phone number

is really nifty; just remember
256-331-51 50."
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