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TThhee  WWiillmmiinnggttoonn  JJoouurrnnaall  iiss  ssttiillll  ppaarrttiiaallllyy  ooppeerraattiinngg  ffrroomm  aa  rreemmoottee  aarreeaa..    OOuurr  bbuuiillddiinngg  hhaass  mmuucchh  ddaammaaggee  aanndd    ssoommee  ooff  oouurr  
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The late Lethia Hankins, regional church
leader, community icon in political and edu-
cation circles will be honored by The League
of Women Voters of the Lower Cape Fear.

A portrait of Hankins who served as an
elected member of Wilmington City
Council from 2003 until 2007 has been com-

A New Hanover County commis-
sioner sent a "formal request' to the
Director of the U. S. Census Bureau
last month, asking if it were true that
if a citizen refused to answer a ques-
tion about either his or her race or
gender, the survey would automatical-
ly default to "White" and "male."

"I write to you as a member of the
New Hanover County Board of

Commissioners and as the Co-chair-
man of the New Hanover County
Complete Count Committee,"
Commissioner Barfield wrote to
Steven Dillingham, Director of the
U.S. Census Bureau on March 11, 2020.

"During our March 5 Complete
Count Committee meeting, we were
alarmed to learn from our Census
Bureau partners that a person who
declines to answer the survey's ques-
tions regarding racial background
and gender would be defaulted to
"White" and "male," Barfield contin-

ued.
"As an African-American man who

is a leader in this community, I found
the revelation troubling and some-
thing I sincerely hope the Census
Bureau will reconsider," Barfield con-
tinued. "Our committee consists of
community leaders from a variety of
races and ethnic backgrounds."

"Every member was shocked to
learn this development."

When Gov. Roy Cooper ordered no public gather-
ings of 100 or more people in order to stem the
spread of the coronavirus (COVID-19), Black church-
es across North Carolina knew they immediately
had a problem.

"I'm going to just say it," opined one prominent
North Carolina Black minister on Facebook.
"Science has defeated faith in America as of this
day! These cancellations are too much!
Megachurches, I understand, but your 20, 30, 50
member churches are small groups, to an extent
anyway. For those size churches, maybe divide into

smaller groups, A, B, and, C. Groups of 10 or 20 folks
could have a more devotional type worship together
in different spots of the church such as sanctuary,
fellowship hall, Bible Study classroom. Come on,
people of faith!" 

Still, many Black churches last weekend posted
notices on their websites, advising their congrega-
tions and visitors that, because of the health crisis,
their services were either temporarily cancelled, or
would be livestreamed online so that they could be
watched from home.

"Coronavirus Update," bellowed the full screen
advisory for Guilford  Baptist Church in
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DOUGLASS ACADEMY KINDERGARTEN STUDENTS

DDoouuggllaassss  AAccaaddeemmyy  kkiinnddeerrggaarrtteenneerrss
cceelleebbrraattee  LLeeaarrnniinngg  ttoo  RReeaadd

DD
ouglass Academy kindergarten stu-
dents proudly showed off their read-
ing skills during their "I Can Read"

ceremony. Kindergarten students received their
own book and an "I Can Read" certificate to cel-
ebrate their landmark achievement of learning
to read. The ceremony was held before a packed
audience of family members. Students also
dressed up as their favorite letters.

Headmaster Nikki Chaney commented, "We are
so proud of our kindergarten students! Learning
to read paves the way for all future success. We
work hard at Douglass Academy to ensure all stu-
dents are reading by kindergarten. As our name-

sake, Frederick Douglass, said, 'Once you learn to
read, you will be forever free.'" 

Douglass Academy is one of four charter
schools managed by The Roger Bacon Academy,
Inc. founded in 1999 by education pioneer Baker
Mitchell. The other schools include Charter Day
School in Leland, Columbus Charter School in
Whiteville, and South Brunswick Charter
School in Southport with a combined enroll-
ment of over 2,100 students in K-8. All four are
tuition-free, charter schools that welcome all
students, regardless of income, ability, or
address. To learn more or enroll online, please
visit EnrollRBA.com

ROGER CALDWELL

Black community wrestles
with COVID-19 pandemic

Please see HANKINS/Page 2
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First presumptive
positive COVID-19
case identified in

New Hanover
County

NEW HANOVER COUNTY, NC - New
Hanover County Public Health officials
have identified the first and only pre-
sumptive positive case of the novel
coronavirus, COVID-19 in New
Hanover County. The person went to
their doctor with symptoms on
Monday, March 16 and a test was con-

Please see FIRST CASE/Page 2

LETHIA HANKINS

COMMISSIONER 
JONATHAN BARFIELD

COVID-19 is of epic propor-
tions and is coming our way. We
need first of all to pray that his
protection will cover us and that
we stand in His grace correctly
and that He keeps on blessing us.
God gave each human being five
senses and the ability to use
them (some a little faster than
others). Let's pay attention to
directions. Keep your families
safe. Wash your hands! Keep
exposed surfaces clean and keep
out of large crowds. We over-
came slavery! We fought wars!
We farmed from sunup to sun-
down for the right to embrace
freedom without harassment,
but our faith is sealed by God's
plan. We must stand still and see
the power of God. When the
course of COVID-19 has been
run, your answer will be with
you and your family and all

Please see 
BRUNSWICK/Page 2
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CCHHAAIINN  SSTTOORREESS  
EESSTTAABBLLIISSHH  SSPPEECCIIAALL
EELLDDEERRLLYY  SSHHOOPPPPIINNGG
HHOOUURRSS

[RALEIGH] In the wake of
the COVID-19 pandemic, major
grocery chains have set up spe-
cial hours for the elderly to
come and do their shopping.
Chains like Whole Foods,

Dollar General, and Target are
allowing persons 60 years of
age and older to shop at least
one hour before they open
their doors to the general pub-
lic. Many of those store are
also closing early to allow
more time for deep cleaning of
their facilities. Check a store's
website for more details.

NNOORRTTHH  CCAARROOLLIINNAA  LLIISSTTSS
6633  PPOOSSIITTIIVVEE  CCOOVVIIDD--1199
CCAASSEESS  AASS  OOFF  WWEEDDNNEESSDDAAYY

[RALEIGH]  Sixty-three
patients have tested positive
for the COVID-19 virus as of

Wednesday of this week, state
health officials say. On
Tuesday, the number of
known cases were 40. At that
rate, the state could easily see
it's 100th case by this week-
end. Experts say now that
more testing is being done,
expect the number of COVID-
19 cases to rise dramatically
in the coming weeks.

GGOOVVEERRNNOORR''SS  OOFFFFIICCEE
BBLLAASSTTSS  LLTT..  GGOOVV..  FFOORREESSTT
FFOORR  CCOOUUNNTTEERRIINNGG  
CCOOOOPPEERR''SS  OORRDDEERR

[RALEIGH] A spokesper-

son for Gov. Roy Cooper blast-
ed Republican Lt. Gov. Dan
Forest to alleging publicly
that Cooper did not have the
authority to order the closing
of bars and restaurants in
response to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Spokesperson Sadie
Weiner said, ' it's one thing to
disagree. It's another to create
a chaotic situation in the mid-
dle of a pandemic. The
Governor is taking action to
protect the health and safety
of North Carolinians and
does not need concurrence.
The Governor and the

Secretary of DHHS have the
authority to do this under
state public health and emer-
gency powers law." Rep.
Yvonne Lewis Holley,
Democratic candidate for Lt.
Governor in November, con-
firmed that Gov. Cooper has
the legal authority to do what
is necessary to safeguard the
health and wellbeing of the
public. "I stand with him," she
said.

STATE BRIEFSSTATE BRIEFS
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those that He has blessed. Get
prepared and use that which
God has given you.

Don't put your family in a
dangerous way! We can, and
will, survive this virus! Don't
be foolish! Follow instructions!
Lean not on your own under-
standing. Trust in God!

Bernest Hewett is President
Emeritus of the Brunswick
County Branch of the NAACP.

THE 

BLACK  

PRESS 

USE IT 
or  

LOSE
IT!

missioned by the League. It
will be unveiled August 26.

According to Hankin's
daughter, Angela Metts,
details of the summer event

are forthcoming.
The League of Women

Voters of LFC is a non-parti-
san political organization
that encourages informed
and active participation in
government.

The League uses education
and advocacy to influence

public policy. The former City
Councilwoman worked with
many local groups to affect
change and policies.

She served the community
as a local historian, and co-
chaired the 1898 Foundation.

Hankins, a Wilmington
native was the daughter of

the deceased  Ben and Mary
Sherman. She learned and
followed Christianity and
active worship participation
from watching their services
in First Baptist Church.

Active in the NAACP, and
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority,
she received numerous

awards and served on many
boards including Cape Fear
Community College, and the
United Way of LCF.

A graduate of Williston
Industrial High class of 1951,
Hankins taught there, and for
Hoggard, and Laney high
schools.

HANKINS
Continued from Page 1

BRUNSWICK
Continued from Page 1

Greensboro. "Our region is
being impacted by the
spread of Coronavirus
(COVID-19) illness. Federal
and state health officials
have advised local organiza-
tions to minimize public
gatherings as this is one of
the primary venues by
which this virus spreads." 

The Guilford Baptist
Church website advisory
continued, "It is imperative
that organizations look to

the health of their members
as well as take whatever
steps are necessary to avoid
overwhelming the health-
care system. Out of concern
for our congregation and
guests, Guilford Baptist is
implementing the following
changes, effective March 13,
2020, through at least March
29th, 2020." 

The advisory went on to
announce that all church
activities other than Sunday
morning worship had been
suspended, and the church
campus would be closed
except for 10:30 a. m. worship

service, which would be
streamed later at 3 p. m.
online.

"Because this illness dis-
proportionately impacted
the elderly, those with chron-
ic respiratory conditions,
cardiac disease and other
chronic illnesses, those in
this category are encouraged
to consider staying home." 

No doubt, with states,
including North Carolina,
increasing restrictions on
public movements and gath-
erings, the African-
American community is feel-
ing the heat as well. Schools

statewide have been ordered
closed. Major grocery stores
are closing earlier in order to
limit access and provide
more "off time" for cleaning.

Local community centers
and public buildings have
been closed and district
court cases postponed.
People have been ordered to
work from home.

However, most important-
ly, Black communities have a
disproportionate rate of
poverty and poor health,
both interchangeably under-
mining the other genera-
tionally, health experts say.

Couple that with undernour-
ished young people and a
plethora of elderly residents,
and COVID-19 serves to
ascerbate an already tenta-
tive health desert.

With mostly large families
already occupying small
spaces in urban public hous-
ing or in rural communities,
following advisories of the
constant washing of hands,
and covering coughs or
sneezes, is about the best
that can be done to safeguard
the further spread of the
virus in poorer communities
of color.

COVID-19
Continued from Page 1

ducted at that time. Isolation
protocols were implemented
immediately and test results
showed a presumptive posi-
tive result of COVID-19
Wednesday, March 18, 2020.
Initial contact tracing indi-
cates that this is a travel-
related case.

"While this is the first case
of the novel coronavirus in
our community, it is some-
thing we've been preparing to
respond to with our state and
local partners," said New
Hanover County Board of
Commissioners Chair Julia
Olson-Boseman. "Our Public
Health team is working close-
ly with this individual to
monitor their wellbeing and
to make contact with anyone
they have had close contact
with over the last two weeks
to mitigate any potential
spread of the virus."

New Hanover County
Public Health issued isola-
tion orders. The individual is

doing well and has agreed to
isolate in their home until
criteria for clearance of
COVID-19 is met.

"Our community has
already implemented a num-
ber of measures that reduce
individual risk of COVID-19,
and have taken heed of the
guidance shared from the
state and our local team who
has been working on these
plans for the last several
weeks," said Olson-Boseman.
"It's important to remain
calm and continue practicing
social distancing, stay away
from crowds and keep six feet
between you and others to
help keep our community
safe and healthy. Stay home if
you are able and make sure
you are always relying on
trusted resources for infor-
mation."

New Hanover County has
been sharing guidance to
reduce the risk of COVID-19
in the community over the
last several weeks, including
reminders about personal
hygiene, disinfecting items,
and limiting gatherings to 10

people or less. View guidance
from New Hanover County
for households, businesses,
community organizations
and others at
Health.NHCgov.com/Corona
virus.

According to the Centers
for Disease Control and
Prevention, most people with
COVID-19 have mild to mod-
erate respiratory illness,
with those over 65 or with
underlying health issues at
higher risk of serious illness,
necessitating community
guidance to reduce risk to
this population. Symptoms
can include fever, cough and
shortness of breath and most
cases are mild in severity.
Residents are encouraged to
continue prevention meas-
ures and practice limited con-
tact with others:

• Practice social distanc-
ing: avoid crowds, gatherings
of more than 10 people, and
maintain 6 feet of distance
from others.

• Wash hands frequently
with soap and water, and for
at least 20 seconds each time.

• Avoid touching your eyes,
nose and mouth with
unwashed hands.

• Avoid close contact with
people who are ill.

• Cover your mouth and
nose with a tissue when you
cough or sneeze.

• Do not reuse tissue after
coughing, sneezing, or blow-
ing your nose.

• Clean and disinfect sur-
faces that are frequently
touched (like your phone,
tablet, countertops and daily
work surfaces).

• Stay home and away from
others when you are sick.

Currently, the North
Carolina Department of
Health and Human Services
(NCDHHS) has established
COVID-19 testing standards.
Only those who meet the fol-
lowing criteria should ask
their doctor or local health
department about being test-
ed for COVID-19:

1. Have fever or lower res-
piratory symptoms (cough,
shortness of breath) and
close contact with a con-
firmed COVID-19 case within

the past 14 days
2. Have fever and lower res-

piratory symptoms (cough,
shortness of breath) and a
negative flu test

If you are experiencing
symptoms consistent with
COVID-19, call your health-
care provider or walk-in clin-
ic before visiting the office to
alert staff of symptoms, so
they can take appropriate
steps to prepare for your
visit.

New Hanover County has
established a Coronavirus
Call Center for residents to
speak with a nurse to assess
their individual risk and, if
needed, be connected to a
provider. The Coronavirus
Call Center can be reached at
910-798-6800 and is open
Monday through Friday, 7:30
a.m. to 6 p.m.

As of 4:20 p.m. Wednesday,
March 18, 2020, there is one
presumptive positive case of
COVID-19 in New Hanover
County and preparedness
plans are in place for the
health and safety of our com-
munity.

FIRST CASE
Continued from Page 1

But what is the U. S.
Census?

As mandated by Article 1,
Section 2, of the U. S.
Constitution, the country con-
ducts a headcount of its popu-
lation once every ten years.

"The census provides criti-
cal data that lawmakers, busi-
ness owners, teachers, and
many others use to provide
daily services, products, and
support for you and your com-
munity. Every year, billions of
dollars in federal funding go to
hospitals, fire departments,
schools, roads, and other
resources based on census
data," the U.S. Census website
states.

"The results of the census
also determine the number of
seats each state will have in
the U. S. House of
Representatives, and they are
used to draw congressional
and state legislative districts,"
the U.S. Census website states.

Thus, the reason
Commissioner Barfield was so
concerned about what was dis-
cussed during his committee
meeting.

"Defaulting non-answers to
"White" and "male"could skew
the data that will be used for
the next ten years to deter-
mine federal spending and
representation," Barfield

wrote.
So is the census survey alle-

gation true?
According to a statement

from the Public Information
Office of the U.S. Census
Bureau, no.

"There is no automatic
default for missing responses
to the race and sex questions,
the Census Bureau said.

"Questionnaires with incom-
plete information are still
counted, but we highly
encourage people to fill out the
census as completely and
accurately as possible."

"In the 2020 census we are
planning to use administra-
tive information, such as from
some federal and state records
or previous census responses,

to fill in missing data. We may
also use other information
provided about the household
or persons living in the house-
hold. As a last resort, we use
statistical techniques to
impute for missing responses.

The only way to ensure we tab-
ulate the choice that most
closely aligns with how you
identify is for you to respond."

Commissioner Barfield did
not respond to a request for
comment by press time.

CENSUS
Continued from Page 1
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(Via TriceEdneyWire.com)

BB asketball fans were
looking forward to
March Madness,

those weeks when the best col-
lege teams face off against
each other. Madness is
replete this March, but it isn't
on the basketball courts.

The dangerous coronavirus
which can be transmitted by a
cough, a touch, or "direct con-
tact" is spreading all over the
world. It is madness                   

that the United States,
which loves to brag about our
world superiority, comes up
short when it comes to coron-
avirus testing.

Many who have been
exposed to the virus have not
been tested because test kits
are in short supply. In reac-
tion, March Madness has
been canceled, as has profes-
sional basketball and other
sports. In New York and other
locations, public safety pro-
hibits large gatherings, caus-
ing St. Patrick's Day parades
to be canceled. Broadway is
likely to go dark because of
the prohibition of groups of
more than five hundred peo-
ple, and most Broadway the-
aters hold more than a thou-
sand people. Some colleges
and universities have told stu-
dents to stay home for spring
break and offered online
classes. Some K-12 schools
are closed for weeks because
of the virus. And millions of
workers have been told they
should work from home

because of the virus. All of
these factors contribute to the
volatile stock market; all of
the gains shareholders real-
ized since 2016 have now been
wiped out.

Much of this might have
been avoided, but for the fact
that 45 did not initially take
this virus seriously. Instead,
when informed of this pan-

demic, the
P r e s i d e n t ' s
initial reac-
tion was a
wholly vacu-
ous assurance
that the virus
was "just like
the flu," and
would go
away "when it
gets hot."
Instead, the
repercussions

from the coronavirus are mas-
sive. The stock market tanked
during the week when 45 first
dismissed the virus, and then
imposed travel restrictions,
preventing some people from
traveling to the United States.

The spread of the coron-
avirus reveals weaknesses in
the armor of the country,
some describe as "the greatest
country" in the world. The
coronavirus has been
declared a pandemic, a world
emergency. The United States
is woefully unprepared to
manage this emergency. The
focus of this administration
has been to slash the public
sector and provide tax breaks
for the wealthy. Public health

(or any other kind) has not
been a priority for this admin-
istration. Managing a world
pandemic is beyond the
capacity of the private sector.

Both Democratic presiden-
tial candidates Joe Biden and
Bernie Sanders have given
substantive speeches on their
approach to this coronavirus.
Unlike the President, these
Democrats were concerned
with the children who get
school lunch when schools
are closed. They were con-
cerned with the contingent
workers who won't get paid
when they don't work, unlike
government and other
employees who will be paid no
matter what. Both Biden and
Sanders talked about the
weakness in our public health
system, and the ways that hos-
pitals will be burdened if this
virus gets worse. Yet, 45
addressed this matter with a
pithy eleven-minute speech
that was full of outright lies
and misinformation.

When 45 campaigned four
years ago, he said he'd fix
infrastructure, which is a
bipartisan issue. As soon as
he entered the Oval Office,
the infrastructure plan was
forgotten. A strong and
resilient public health sys-
tem should be part of our
infrastructure. Instead, that
sector has been ignored by an
administration that would
rather feather the nests of
billionaires than ensure that
everyone who has been
exposed to the coronavirus

can be tested.
The National Society of

Civil Engineers issues a
report card on our nation's
infrastructure every two or
three years. The most recent
report card, from 2017, gives
us a D+ grade on our infra-
structure, our highways and
bridges, public buildings and
waterways, and more. We get
a D+, and yet some brag
about our "greatness."  Once
we were a world leader, but
now we are a laughingstock,
especially when our country
has abdicated from leader-
ship, blaming the pandemic
on China and Europe.
Anyone who understands
globalization knows that our
countries are intertwined,
and there are no borders
strong enough to eliminate
disease.

Will March Madness turn
into Adversity April and
Miserable May?  Will the
Congress pass measures that
will ameliorate the effects of
this virus on our health, and
on our economy?  Candidates
Biden and  Sanders have
offered ideas to minimize the
impact of the coronavirus. Is
anybody paying attention?

Julianne Malveaux is an
economist, author, media
contributor and educator.
Her latest project
MALVEAUX! On UDCTV is
available on youtube.com.
For booking, wholesale
inquiries or for more info
visit www.juliannemal
veaux.com.
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RR ecently, while deliv-
ering a lecture on
my extensive over-

whelmingly Black, magazine
collection, I showed the stu-
dents the June 28, 1963 issue of
Life Magazine which cover
showed a grieving Mrs. Myrlie
Evers consoling her young
son at funeral services for the
great warrior, Medgar Evers.
Brother Medgar had been
assassinated by a white racist
terrorist in the War Against
White Supremacy. During my
lecture, I stopped and asked
the students if they knew who
Medgar Evers was. Only three
of the 50 students raised their
hands affirmatively. This
means that 46 of the 49 black
students (one was white) had
no idea of the major contribu-
tions that Brother Medgar had

made in the fight for equal
rights, equal opportunity and
equal justice in the violently
white supremacist state of
Mississippi and throughout
the former Confederate states

of America.
My imme-

diate reaction
was anger at
the students,
but I caught
myself when
r e a l i z i n g
their ages.
However, I did
explain to
them that

Brother Medgar’s son was
crying hard for a father who
had given his life to help the
students and others enjoy
some of the opportunities
they have today. “If Medgar
Evers and hundreds of oth-
ers had not put their lives on

the line, you would not be in
the position you are in today,”
I told them. “It is absurd that
someone from your homes,
your churches, your schools,
your fraternities and sorori-
ties etc. have not made you
aware of such a talented
intelligent, determined and
committed warrior.” The sit-
uation once again confirmed
my position that the educa-
tion system in this country
will never, in the foreseeable
future, teach the real history
of black folks in the United
States. It’s time for the afore-
mentioned institutions and
organizations to make teach-
ing our history an integral
part of their agenda.

In a February 1981 must
read Ebony Magazine article,
“Why Black History Is
Important to You,” the bril-
liant journalist/historian

Lerone Bennett, Jr. stated
that our history is a bet that
our ancestors placed that we
must now cover. When 46 of
49 black students in a univer-
sity classroom don’t know
who Medgar Evers was, it is
clearly evident that we, as a
group of black people, are not
covering the bet made by our
ancestors. It also reinforces
my belief that we, at least
thus far, as a group of people
we have not proven worthy of
the supreme sacrifice made
by ancestors such as Brother
Medgar and numerous other
warriors who were murdered
and assassinated by white
supremacist terrorists.

A. Peter Bailey, whose lat-
est book is Witnessing
Brother Malcolm X, the
Master Teacher, can be
reached at apeterb@veri-
zon.net.

THE BLATHE BLACK PRESS:CK PRESS:

USE  It or LOSE It!USE  It or LOSE It!

The Wilmington Journal was founded on
the principle of the Black Press Credo. The
Black Press believes that America can best
lead the world away from racial and
national antagonism when it accords to

every person, regardless of race, color or creed, full human and
legal rights. Hating no person in the firm belief that all are hurt as
long as anyone is held back.

The Wilmington Journal welcomes letters from its readers. All
letters are subject to editing. We will not publish pseudonymous
letters. All correspondence must include a home address and a
daytime phone number. All correspondence must be signed,
unless it is e-mailed. Letters may be sent to our Physical Address:
412 S. 7th Street, 28401 or our Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1020,
28402. We also accept letters via e-mail at wilmjourn@aol.com or
via fax at (910) 343-1334.
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(Via NNPANewsWire.com)

LL ast week, National Urban League (NUL) President
and CEO Marc Morial spent the day in Central
Florida to discuss and emphasize the importance of

the 2020 census.
Morial, who has led the National Urban League since 2003,

is at the helm of the country’s oldest civil rights and urban
advocacy organization, which through 90 affiliates serving
300 communities empowers more than two million people
annually.

With the 2020 census already beginning to reach homes in
the United States, Morial joined Central
Florida Urban League President and CEO
Glenton Gilzean Jr. to host a series of events
meant to help remove any and all obstacles
that threaten an accurate count in the Black
community.

Census challenges include closing the digi-
tal divide for rural and poor Black communi-
ties and ensuring an accurate count of young
Black/Brown children, Black/Brown men,
foster children, newborns (0-4), all immi-
grants and all extended family members.

Morial noted that individuals can be count-
ed online, via the phone, through mail or if none of those
options are available to them, through a visit to their home by
a census taker.

Local outreach efforts began with a roundtable with elect-
ed officials. Organized by the Central Florida Urban League
and hosted by Orange County Mayor Jerry Demings and City
of Orlando Mayor Buddy Dyer, more than two dozen local
leaders came together to discuss ways to improve messaging
and ensure an accurate count.

“Don’t underestimate the power of the local news. Keeping
this message in front of the people, with radio and the news-
papers, works. The challenge for mayors and legislatures is to
keep this going until the end of July,” emphasized Morial.

Adding to the discussion was Mayor Demings, who spoke
about exceeding the 70 percent goal that the census has estab-
lished as a measure for success. The mayor has also scheduled
meetings with ministers and different community organiza-
tions to emphasize their participation.

“The census is a once-in-a-decade national civic engage-
ment activity, and it requires that everyone is counted, said
Glenton Gilzean Jr. “Our founders embedded the census into
the Constitution for a reason.”

While reaching local elected officials was important, that
evening, the CFUL and Spectrum jointly held a townhall with
Morial, enabling this message to reach homes across Central
Florida. The public event, which will be aired on My News 13
and Bay News 9 in the coming weeks, emphasized how a cen-
sus undercount would hurt Black communities.

In 2010, the State of Florida was ranked third in the coun-
try in unresponsiveness. This led to an estimated 71,000 chil-
dren who were not counted and an underfunding of $67 mil-
lion annually. Locally, nearly 7,000 children are on the waiting
list for early childhood education due to the 2010 undercount
and lack of subsequent resources.

“Open your voice at work. Open your voice in community
organizations. Open your voice with the social media.
Accurate counting determines money and power, and the
leadership must ensure we get an accurate count,” added
Morial. “Our leaders must take charge of the conversation in
our community and shape our future. The town hall meeting
was excellent, and it created awareness and education for
everyone who attended.”

“I encourage everyone to watch this town hall when it airs
locally to ensure they are not dissuaded by misinformation,
and to realize how critical the upcoming count is. Remember:
everybody counts,” said Glenton Gilzean Jr.

Roger Caldwell is a NNPA Newswire Contributor.
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HHIISSTTOORRYY        

As a teacher, I often told my
students "your actions are so
loud that I can't hear what you
are saying". Example: Pence
has a daily briefing telling us
the progress of our fight with
the Coronavirus. The number
of tests they claim daily are
like the number of fish the fish-
erman said he caught every
time he repeated the story. He
and TRUMP tell us to stay 6 feet
away from each other to keep

down the spread as the 18 or
more people they showcase on
stage with them stand shoulder
to shoulder. Their mouths are
about sixteen inches apart and
TRUMP shook hands with six
VIP CEO's. We people have
grouped ourselves into two
types: Christians and Atheists.
There are four types of
Christians full-time, part-time,
Christmas and Easter Sunday
only (smile) and retired. There
are two types of atheists. The
ones that say there is no GOD
and the ones that live as if
there is no GOD. There are a lot
of self-proclaimed Christian's
in the 2nd category of atheists.

We are faced with two deadly
problems, Coronavirus and
Trumpism. Our, lives and our
children's lives are now in the
hands of this idiot TRUMP. He
is not governing like a
President of the United States
but ruling as a dictator like his
friends and brothers Vladimir
Putin and Kim Jong Un.
President Obama formed an
emergency task force to study
pandemic around the world
and be prepared, study and
defeat them. TRUMP had and
has so much hatred and jeal-
ousy toward Obama that he dis-
banded it. We made a big mis-
take by not voting, thereby

electing TRUMP. GOD gave and
is giving us many opportuni-
ties to stop him, impeachment
trial, statewide elections and
November 3, 2020 elections.
Regardless of whomever you
believe and follow, we all need,
for the future of our children,
to come together register and
vote TRUMP and all his totally
corrupt politicians out of
office. As for me and my house-
hold, we will believe in GOD,
call the wicked wicked serve
GOD and vote all the parasites
out.

JJaammeess  JJ..  HHaannkkiinnss
WWiillmmiinnggttoonn,,  NNCC  

http://www.juliannemal
mailto:apeterb@veri-zon.net
mailto:apeterb@veri-zon.net
mailto:apeterb@veri-zon.net
mailto:wilmjourn@aol.com


(Via TriceEdneyWire.com)

“You can only be destroyed
by believing that you really are
what the white world calls a
nigger…This innocent country
set you down in a ghetto in
which, in fact, it intended that
you should perish…The limits
of your ambition were, thus,
expected to be set forever. You
were born into a society which
spelled out with brutal clari-
ty…that you were a worthless
human being…not expected to
aspire to excellence…expected
to make peace with medioc-
rity.” - JJaammeess  BBaallddwwiinn  MMyy
DDuunnggeeoonn  SShhooookk  ––  11996633

AA merica is recklessly
muddling its way
through perilous

times. The pandemic called
Covid-19 is being mismanaged
by an administration that
ignores science. Trump lied to
the nation, falsely asserting
that major insurance compa-
nies will cover treatment for
Covid-19 free of charge. He
then contradicted health
experts with his “hunch” that
the death rate was lower than
WHO estimates, possibly down
to a “fraction of 1 percent”. He
also believes, “…we have thou-
sands or hundreds of thou-
sands of people that get better,
just by, you know, sitting
around and even going to work,
some of them go to work…”

Contrary to Trump’s narra-
tive that America’s economy is,

“…the envy of the world.
Perhaps the greatest economy
we’ve had in the history of our
country”, reality tells a much
different story. According to
political economist Dr. Jack
Rasmus, after Trump’s March
11 address to the nation, “The
Dow Jones stock futures mar-
ket immediately went into a
tailspin, falling 1250
points…That has nearly wiped

out all of
Trump’s much
vaunted stock
market gains
since he came
into office.”

On the
international
front, Trump’s
“Deal of the
Century”, the
Middle East
peace plan
that was sup-

posed to be three years in the
making has proven to be a total
fraud. Similarly, his “peace
deal” in Afghanistan was
signed by the U.S. and the
Taliban in February but the
Afghans and Taliban have not
signed it. You can’t have peace
unless the warring factions
(Afghans and Taliban) agree.
This from the man who claims
to understand the “art of the
deal”? That’s not a peace deal;
that’s a big problem.

As America muddles its way
through these perilous times,
too many in the African-
American community appear
to be more confused than ever.

We have traded our interests in
for “electability” and “anybody
but Trump”. Former NAACP
Board Chair Julian Bond told
us that we have no permanent
friends, and no permanent ene-
mies, just permanent interests.
Malcolm X called them perma-
nent agendas.

By failing to develop, under-
stand and articulate our per-
manent interests/agendas, we
fall victim to the problem of
binary politics, the simplistic
either-or scenario. Yes, this is a
two-party system, but failing to
have an afro-diasporic wel-
tenschung or world view con-
tinuously leaves us with the
simplistic and deadly choices
of the status quo, “do you want
lead in your drinking water or
mercury?…do you want
arsenic with your grits, Baby
or do you want mamma to
sprinkle a bit of strychnine on
them for you?” Having an afro-
diasporic weltenschung does
not mean that we are a mono-
lith. It recognizes that we share
a common history, oppressor
and we should have common
issues and values.

This rant of “anybody but
Trump” is a perfect example of
the dangers of binary politics,
especially for the African-
American Community. Please
don’t get this twisted. Yes,
Trump is disgustingly igno-
rant, vile, gauche, racist and an
admitted sexual predator.
However, following the simplis-
tic narrative of “anybody but
Trump” without an afro-dias-

poric weltenschung as the
basis of your analysis will not
ipso facto lead you to a better
alternative. As Sportin’ Life
say’s in Porgy & Bess “It Ain’t
Necessarily So”.

We’ve been told by some in
leadership positions that “we
know Joe (Biden) and Joe
knows us”, "He is a public ser-
vant who has always worked
for the best of who we are as a
nation and we need that right
now," and “The answer to
hatred & division is to reignite
our spirit of common pur-
pose…He’ll restore honor to
the Oval Office and tackle our
most pressing challenges.”

Yes, we know Joe; he has
quite a long record. His record
on bussing, the crime bill, Ms.
Anita Hill’s testimony against
Clarence Thomas, plagiarism
and other issues is very clear. I
don’t write this to say that Joe
Biden is the wrong choice. I
write this to say that if your
analysis is solely based on
“electability” or “anybody but
Trump” your analysis is shal-
low. In fact, it’s not even analy-
sis it’s reactionary. The African
American community can ill
afford reactionary politics. It’s
not about the politics of per-
sonality; it’s about the politics
of policy.

“Anybody but Trump”
ignores the fact as a US
President, Trump is a func-

SS unday’s Democratic
debate between
Bernie Sanders and

Joe Biden made one thing
clear: Sanders may not be win-
ning the most states, but he is
winning the message battle of
direction and priorities. He
represents where most
Democrats are — in their
hearts and their heads — on
the issues. Former Vice
President Biden is winning on
electability — on the belief that
he would be the better candi-
date to take on President
Trump.

Pundits paint Biden as a
moderate and Sanders as a rad-
ical, but Biden clearly under-
stands that Sanders and the
movement he has helped to gal-
vanize represent the moral cen-
ter — and slowly, incrementally
if you will, he is moving that
way.

Early on, Biden embraced
Sanders’ proposal for a $15-an-
hour minimum wage. Just
before the debate, he
announced his support for
Elizabeth Warren’s plan to
reform the bankruptcy bill that
Biden helped write and pass.
He announced he was moving
toward Sanders’ position on
making public universities
tuition free (although limiting
the pledge by imposing a
means test on who would be
covered). During the debate, he
boasted about what “Senator

Sanders and I both agree we
need — health care should be a
right, not a privilege. We both
agree we have to deal with stu-
dent debt. We both agree we
have a New Green Deal to deal
with the existential threat that
faces humanity. We disagree on
the detail of how we do it. But
we don’t disagree on the princi-
ple.”

Delighted to be united?
Well. That word “detail” is

covering dra-
matic differ-
ences. San-
ders is for
Medicare for
All; Biden’s
“public op-
tion” isn’t
likely to cover
everyone and
will leave mil-
lions underin-
sured. San-
ders is for

making college tuition free
and eliminating student debt.
Biden doesn’t get there.
Sanders is serious about a
Green New Deal — calling for
investing trillions to move
rapidly to meet the threat
posed by climate change.
Biden’s plan is much more
modest, although he did, for
the first time, agree that he
was opposed to any new frack-
ing.

Biden also announced in
the debate for the first time

that he would limit deporta-
tions of undocumented work-
ers to those who committed
felonies. He pledged that he
would name a black woman to
the Supreme Court (he said
“courts,” but meant the for-
mer), something that Sanders
had committed to me 10 days
ago. Biden captured the head-
lines by committing to name a
woman on his ticket. Sanders
had already pledged to strong-
ly consider an African
American running mate.

Biden also agreed with
Sanders that the government
should ensure that people are
made whole in the coron-
avirus crisis: that testing and
treatment should be paid for
by the government and that
paychecks should be guaran-
teed, mortgages supported
etc. Biden is essentially for
Medicare for All in the crisis.
He did not explain why a fam-
ily that goes bankrupt when
one member gets sick is less
of a crisis for that family.

Biden, on the defensive for
his vote for the Iraq War and
for NAFTA and the corporate
trade treaties that devastated
America’s workers, went after
Sanders for his early votes
against gun control. He also
bizarrely tried to indict
Sanders for his praise for
Cuba’s literacy program, or
his statement of fact that
China had been successful in

reducing mass poverty. The
latter statement, Biden
argued hilariously, would
shake our allies in South
Korea and Japan. That
turned what was coming
uncomfortably close to red
baiting into just silliness.

When asked how he would
reach out to engage the vot-
ers — particularly young vot-
ers and Latinos who have
overwhelmingly supported
Sanders — Biden whiffed,
arguing that he already had a
broad coalition that was vot-
ing for him in large numbers.

But Joe is a smart politi-
cian. He knows which way
the wind is blowing. He can
sense the growing demand
for far more fundamental
reforms than simply a return
to the old politics.

His incremental embrace
of elements of the Sanders-
Warren agenda demonstrates
that he is not impervious to
that demand. That’s a good
reason for Sanders to keep
running and challenging
Biden, even if Biden keeps
winning more primaries and
delegates. Contrary to the
alarms of Democratic opera-
tives and deep-pocket donors,
embrace of a bold agenda of
change is vital to victory
against Donald Trump.

Rev. Jesse Jackson, Sr., is
the founder of Rainbow
Coalition.
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Dr. Wilmer
Leon

II n times of national emergency, the people of a country need
assurance from their leader. That leader needs to be trusted
and believed, giving the people the spiritual weapons they

need to fight fear and panic, which are both crippling.
This country, however, has a leader who most do not trust.(

https://www.newsweek.com/majority-americans-dont-trust-
trump-tell-truth-about-covid-19-coronavirus-threat-1492125) The
president's initial reaction, i.e., to call reports about the coron-

avirus a hoax, reflected his usual response to any-
thing that he does not like or which he feels is not
favorable to him. (https://www.
nbcnews.com/politics/donald-trump/trump-
calls-coronavirus-democrats-new-hoax-n1145721)
He refused to listen to advice public health offi-
cials were giving and even continued to practice
poor public health habits, including shaking
hands with people, in spite of dire warnings
against doing it. (https://www.usatoday.com/
story/news/politics/2020/03/13/coronavirus-don-
ald-trump-shakes-hands-rather-than-elbow-
bumps-speech/5045523002/).

He showed little to no concern for people
trapped on cruise ships due to the virus' outbreak. Ever concerned
with himself, he said he preferred the people to stay on the ships so
the numbers in the United States would not indicate how wide-
spread the illness was in this country. (https://
www.newsweek.com/trump-says-those-grand-princess-cruise-
ship-should-stay-boat-so-us-coronavirus-numbers-dont-go-1491038) 

The only thing, or the primary thing, he was concerned about,
and continues to be concerned about, is the stock market. As the
stock market has plummeted, especially as the world has listened
to his remarks about the virus, he has refused to take responsibil-
ity - though he has always been quick to take credit for its rise.
(https://www.businessinsider.com/trump-stock-market-fall-2018-
2) 

He has continually said that the virus would "disappear," contin-
ually said there were tests available when that has not been true
(https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/07/us/politics/trump-coron-
avirus-messaging.html) To his rank and file followers, his words
have been gospel, with some of them encouraging people to go to
crowded restaurants and to feel free shaking hands with whomev-
er they want. (https://cbs12.com/news/local/rep-matt-gaetz-visit-
ed-roccos-tacos-before-self-quarantine-report) 

Day after day, the lack of leadership of this president has been
abysmal. Today, his tone changed. Today he said during a press
conference that there was and is a real danger, that the virus is
extremely contagious, and that people should practice social dis-
tancing.

And the bad thing is that even though his message today was
more in line with all of the scientific and public health reports we
have all been listening to for weeks, his sudden change of heart
inspires not hope or comfort, but suspicion.

His concern has not been about us, the American people, but
about the stock market. Those close to him say he has nervously
watched the stock market plummet, because the economy has
been what he has planned to use to get him back into office.

If the economy fails - if this country lapses into a recession,
which economists say it is probably going to do - then the president
loses his trump card. (no pun intended.)

His change of tone sounds  hollow and false, inspiring more
questions about "why now?" than a moment of revelation. He has
known about this virus, according to reports, for a couple of
months. What has changed and affected him so profoundly that he
has found it necessary to blow a different horn?
(https://www.npr.org/2020/03/12/814881355/white-house-knew-
coronavirus-would-be-a-major-threat-but-response-fell-short) 

Few believe that he has been tested for the virus, despite his
claim to have done so, and fewer still believe that if he did have the
test, that he tested negative. In fact, we can't believe anything he
says.

That is a problem, because this is a time when we need to believe
our president. We need to be able to trust that he has the state of
the lives of Americans in the forefront of his mind. It will be the
poorest people, the women, the most sick, the elderly, the most mar-
ginalized people who will be hit the worst by this virus - physical-
ly and economically - and we have no reassurance whatever that
the president will encourage the lawmakers to take care of them.
He might say he's going to do that, but nobody, or few people at best,
believe him.

And that is a tragedy, unfolding right before our eyes.
Rev. Dr. Susan K Smith is nearing completion of a book, "On the

Shores of America: Two Nations, Two Gods" and in November,
her book, "Rest for the Justice-Seeking Soul" will be released by
Whitaker House Publishers. To inquire about booking her, con-
tact cassady2euca@icloud.com.

Rev. Susan
K. Smith

Rev. Jesse
Jackson, Sr.
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(Via TriceEdneyWire.com)

“One of my colleagues said
to me, this is the first time
I’ve seen a political billboard
without a picture on it. Why
isn’t your picture on it? I
said, because it ain’t about
me. It’s about the message on
that billboard and the mes-
sage is simply thus: making
the greatness of this country
accessible and affordable for
all. We don’t need to make
this country great again.
This country is great. That’s
not what our challenge is.
Our challenge is making the
greatness of this country
accessible and affordable for
all.” — UU..SS..  RReepp..  JJaammeess
CCllyybbuurrnn

TT he 76-year-old great-
granddaughter of an
enslaved woman in

South Carolina may be respon-
sible for singlehandedly chang-
ing the trajectory of the 2020
Democratic Presidential
Primary.

During a funeral in the
church where Jannie Jones
serves as an usher, she beck-
oned Congressman James
Clyburn and whispered, “I
need to know who you’re going
to vote for.”

He replied: “Joe Biden. Are
we together?”

She offered a thumbs up and
replied, “What are you going to
do for him, for the people?”

That question, Clyburn told
the New York Times, moved
him to action.

“I decided
then and there
that I would
not stay
silent,” he
said.

Clybur n’s
endorsement
spurred Vice
P r e s i d e n t
Biden to
sweeping vic-
tories -- not

only in South Carolina, where
he won 39 of 56 delegates and
almost 48% of the vote in a field
of six candidates – but also in
10 of the 14 states that voted
three days later.

Clyburn, who has held his
Congressional seat for 27 years,
is the third-ranking Democrat
and highest-ranking African
American in the House of
Representatives. He is, so far,
the only high-ranking
Congressional leader to have
endorsed a candidate in the pri-
mary.

Vice President Biden was

expected to win South
Carolina’s primary even before
Clyburn’s endorsement, but
according to exit polls, nearly
half of voters there, said
Clyburn’s endorsement was an
important factor in their vote
and almost a quarter said it
was the most important factor.
Pollster Patrick Murray told
USA Today he’s never seen
such a high percentage of vot-
ers cite an endorsement as the
most important factor in their
decision.

In Southern states, which
have a higher percentage of
Black voters, Biden dominated
the primaries. He won 63 per-
cent of Black voters in North
Carolina and Virginia, and 72
percent of Black voters in
Alabama. He won a majority of
Black voters in Arkansas, and
62 percent of black voters in
Tennessee.

Clyburn’s endorsement,
and the response of Black vot-
ers, has put Biden on what
appears to be an inevitable
path to the Democratic nomi-
nation.

South Carolina is the only
early primary state where a
majority – or even any signifi-
cant percentage – of
Democratic primary voters
are Black. Consider that 98

percent of Black Americans
consider themselves
Democrats, and Black voters
in recent Presidential elec-
tions have comprised nearly
20 percent of the total votes for
Democrats. It’s no wonder that
many Americans are starting
to question the wisdom of
starting the primary process
with two states – Iowa and
New Hampshire – that are
more than 90 percent white.

The National Urban League
has long maintained that
addressing the concerns of
Black voters is key to winning
elections, for office-seekers at
every level and of every party.
At the start of the primary
season, I urged the candidates,
via a personal letter, to
address issues such as hous-
ing affordability, educational
equity, and voting rights –
including the ongoing cam-
paign by hostile foreign actors
to suppress the Black vote
through misinformation and
deceit. As the reaction to
Clyburn’s endorsement has
shown, responding to these
issues with a comprehensive
plan is the key to winning the
Presidency.

“Marc Morial is
President/CEO of the
National Urban League.

Marc
Morial
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tionary of the US government.
His position on Venezuela is
the same as previous adminis-
trations’. Both Democrat and
Republican administrations
have had policies that included
US interference in other
Central and South American
countries. Trump’s position on
tax cuts and cuts to social pro-
grams builds upon tax policy
and social policy cuts from pre-
vious administrations.
Remember “ending welfare as
we know it” under Clinton and
Obama’s failed “Grand
Bargain”?

Again, I did not write this to
say that Joe Biden is the wrong
choice. I’m merely asking what
do we get for our loyalty; more
hope without substantive and
systemic change? The issues
that plague America are sys-
temic. Racism in America is
organic. What do we get for our
endorsements? An afro-dias-
poric weltenschung is essential
to developing the platform that
serves as a baseline for any
political candidate that seeks
the African American vote.
Any candidate seeking our
support must commit to sup-
porting a set of clear platform
planks and policy initiatives
that support the Community.
The 1972 Gary Declaration
from the National Black
Political Convention is the
place to start.

Yes, Trump needs to go, but
so does the status quo. Dr.
William A. Darity, Jr. wrote in
How Barack Obama Failed

Black Americans, “…the rela-
tive economic position on vir-
tually all indicators, including
the racial unemployment rate
gap, has not improved (for
African Americans) since the
passage of the Civil Rights Act
of 1964.” A return to the status
quo for the African American
community is unacceptable.

Samuel Yette told us in The
Choice that this is a question of
survival. In the minds of the
elites, African Americans are
“obsolete people…Black
Americans have out lived their
usefulness…The wood is all
hewn, the water all drawn, the
cotton all picked…and only a
few shoes remain to be
shined.”

By settling for the status quo
through the willful ignorance
of supporting a candidate that
has a proven track record on
issues that are not in the best
interest of the African
American Community, are we,
as Baldwin warned, making
peace with mediocrity?

Without substantive sys-
temic change, are we believing
that we really are what the
white world calls a nigger?
This should never become our
reality.

Dr. Wilmer Leon is the
Producer/ Host of the national-
ly broadcast call-in talk radio
program “Inside the Issues
with Leon,” on SiriusXM
Satellite radio channel 126. Go
to www.wilmerleon.com or
email: wjl3us@yahoo.com.
www.twitter.com/drwleon
and Dr. Leon’s Prescription at
Facebook.com © 2020
InfoWave Communications,
LLC
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Davis Funeral Home
recognized 5 students
from each grade level at
Rachel Freeman School of
Engineering with break-

fast. Students were award-
ed for their growth in aca-
demics; specifically, top
performance in their read-
ing levels.

In light of this current and
growing Coronavirus
(COVID-19) health threat, The
Links, Incorporated,
Wilmington (NC) Chapter
has cancelled its' 50th Annual
Fine Arts Brunch,
Kaleidoscope XXXVII, which
was scheduled for March 21,
2020. Our decision was driven

by The Links, Incorporated
COVID -19 Task Force, nation-
al and state government, and
local health authorities. We
are concerned about the grav-
ity of this current world pan-
demic, and the health of our
friends and community.

We all understand that
these are unprecedented

times, and we urge you to fol-
low the guidelines and proto-
cols as put forth by public
health officials. The Links,
Incorporated, Wilmington
(NC) Chapter would like to
thank you for your under-
standing and support over the
years. Please stay healthy and
well. We will look forward to

seeing you next year at our
March 20, 2021 Links Brunch,
when the Wilmington (NC)
Chapter will celebrate its 70th
anniversary.

Sincerely,
Karen Clay Beatty 
President
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TThhee  NNeeww  HHaannoovveerr  NNAAAACCPP  monthly meeting is Thursday,
March 26, 7 pm at St. Stephen AME Church, 501 Red Cross

Street, Wilmington. The meeting will feature
information on the Mind, Body & Soul Health
Fair April 25 at the MLK Center, 8th Street,
Wilmington. Other important state and com-
munity issues will also be on the agenda as
well as upcoming New Hanover NAACP
branch activities and events. Members and
friends are encouraged to attend. For more
information, call 910-508-9414 or email nhc-
naacp@gmail.com.

Policies for briefs, news, & photos on page 2.
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The Williston Alumni
Association has distrib-
uted scholarship applica-
tions to the appropriate
personnel for New
Hanover County High
schools, Early College and
North Brunswick High
School.

If you are interested in
applying, please get the
form, complete it and fol-

low the instructions for
returning them in a timely
manner. Our scholarships
are made possible through
generous donations from
the supporters of the
Williston Alumni
Association. They con-
tribute so that our children
can be provided financial
assistance to help them
further their education.

WWiilllliissttoonn  AAlluummnnii  SScchhoollaarrsshhiipp
aapppplliiccaattiioonnss  iinn  sscchhoooollss

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS
Dionne Sturdivant, Principal and Javoke & Jennifer
Terrell, owners of Davis Funeral Home with kindergarten
students.

FIRST GRADE STUDENTS

THIRD GRADE STUDENTS

FOURTH GRADE STUDENTS

FIFTH GRADE STUDENTS

SECOND GRADE STUDENTS
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SShhiirrlleeyy  RRoobbiinnssoonn  MMccKKooyy

Shirley Robinson McKoy
died March 13, 2020. Funeral
services will be held 11:00
a.m. Saturday, March 21, 2020
at Shiloh Missionary Baptist
Church (Eighth and Walnut).
Burial will follow in
Greenlawn Memorial Park.
In lieu of flowers, please
make contributions to the
Shiloh Missionary Baptist
Church Youth Department. A
Service of John H. Shaw's Son
Funeral Home.

JJaammeess  RReeggiinnaalldd  HHaasskkiinnss

James Reginald Haskins
died March 10, 2020. Funeral
services will be 11:00 a.m.
Monday, March 23, 2020 at
Willie L. Shaw, Jr. Memorial
Chapel. Burial will follow in
Greenlawn Memorial Park. A
Service of John H. Shaw's Son
Funeral Home.

SShheerrmmaann  LL..  DDaavviiss

Sherman L. Davis, age 72,
of Leland, passed away
Wednesday, March 11, 2020.
Friends are cordially invited
to a visitation with the family
from 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. on
Friday, March 20, 2020 at
Davis Funeral Home, 901 S.
5th Ave., Wilmington, NC
28401. A celebration of Mr.
Davis' life will be conducted
at 1:00 p.m., Saturday, March
21, 2020 at Hoopers Chapel
Missionary Baptist Church,
3627 Dogwood Rd. NE,
Leland, NC 28451. Interment
will follow in Greenlawn
Memorial Park. Services
entrusted to Davis Funeral
Home, 901 S. 5th Ave,
Wilmington, NC 28401. Please
share memories and condo-
lences with the family at
www.davisfuneralhomenc.co
m.

TTrreemmaaiinnee  EE..  MMoottee

Tremaine E. Mote, age 38,
of Leland, passed away
Friday, March 13,2020. A cele-
bration of Tremaine's life
was held on Wednesday,
March 18, 2020 at Davis
Funeral Home, 901 S 5th Ave.,
Wilmington, NC 28401.

He leaves to cherish his
memories, his parents, Bruce
and Sheila Small; children,

Tremaine A. Mote of Leland
and Sy'kir C. Mote of Raleigh;
sisters, Treneise Small of
Wilmington, LaTasha
Culbreath of Wilmington,
Shaderika Brown of Leland
and Sharema Small of
Wilmington; brother, Bruce S.
Small of Leland; grandfather,
Charles Bellamy (Gloria) of
Wilmington and a host of
other relatives and friends.
Services entrusted to Davis
Funeral Home, 901 S. 5th Ave,
Wilmington, NC 28401. Please
share memories and condo-
lences with the family at
www.davisfuneralhomenc.co
m.

ZZeennuuss  HHaarrttffiieelldd

Deacon Zenus Hartfield,
Sr., age 80, of Bolivia, passed
away Sunday, March 15, 2020.
Friends are cordially invited
to a visitation with the family
from 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. on
Thursday, March 19, 2020 at
Davis Funeral Home - Bolivia,
1705 Southport Supply Rd.
SE, Bolivia, NC 28422. A cel-
ebration of Deacon
Hartfield's life will be con-
ducted at 1:00 p.m., Friday,
March 20, 2020 at Davis
Funeral Home - Bolivia, 1705
Southport Supply Rd. SE,
Bolivia, NC 28422. Interment
will follow in Piney Grove
Community Cemetery.
Services entrusted to Davis
Funeral Home, 901 S. 5th Ave,
Wilmington, NC 28401. Please
share memories and condo-
lences with the family at
www.davisfuneralhomenc.co
m.

MMaajjoorr  LLeeoo  DDeebboouussee

Major Leo Debouse, Jr. was
born in Wilmington, North
Carolina on August 16, 1934,
to Major Leo Debouse, Sr. and
Early Williams Debouse. He
went to be with the Lord in
the early morning of March
11, 2020.

After attending Williston
Senior High School, he enlist-
ed in the United State Army.
While in the armed forces he
attained a Bachelor of
Professional Services from
the College for Human
Services in New York. Major
retired from the United States
Army, after giving full service
to his country, on his birth-

day, August 16, 1994.
Following retirement, he was
employed by Creemore
Mental Institution where he
worked as a Nursing
Assistant and held various
supervisory positions.

He enjoyed cooking and
often prepared meals for
events at St. Stephen AME
Church, receiving much
acclaim for his tasty dishes.
While at St. Stephen AME
Church, he served as a
Stewart and sang in the
church choir. Major later
established membership with
Macedonia Missionary
Baptist Church, where
remained until his health
failed.

He was married to Lois
Debouse for 15 years until her
passing. When Lois learned
of her failing health, she
asked her best friend Addie,
to take care of Major and be a
companion to him because he
was not well and needed
someone. Addie agreed and
has been there for him since.

Through the years, Major
enjoyed breakfast outings
with the guys and his best
friend John Stukes. He espe-
cially loved watching sports,
game shows and National
Geographic. Major was a
patient, loving and giving
person with a heart of gold.
He will be missed dearly.

He was preceded in death
by his parents, wife Lois, son
James Debouse and daughter
Deborah Debouse.

He is survived by his sons
Arthur Debouse, Wilmington,
N.C. and William Debouse,
Brooklyn, N.Y.; his sister
Gloria Debouse, Wilmington,
N.C.; two nieces Carolyn
Bryant, Brooklyn, N.Y. and
Jackie Debouse, Wilmington,
N.C.; his devoted companion
of nine years, Addie Allen
and his best friend John
Stukes.

Funeral services were held
at Noon on Tuesday, March
17, 2020 at Macedonia
Missionary Baptist Church.
Burial in Greenlawn
Memorial Park. Services
entrusted to Adkins-Drain
Funeral Service, 505 South
Eighth Street, Wilmington,
North Carolina  28401.
Condolences may be shared
at www.adkinsdrainfuner-
alservice.com.
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TT he anniversary of
the loss of my first
born has, by coinci-

dence, landed right in the
middle of this time of fear
and pandemic. We have wit-
nessed, over the past weeks, a
President of the United
States who perpetrated
denial and lies about the over-
all situation, allegedly in an
effort to calm us; more likely
to calm the markets.

Our collective fear rests
largely in facing the

u n k n o w n .
We have no
idea what to
expect and
how severe
the situation
will become.
The results
of this
plague may
ultimately be
no worse

than a very bad flu, but all
indications are that, at a min-
imum, it will place severe
stress on an already problem-
atic medical system. And,
yes, people will die.

For far too long as a coun-
try, we have lived in denial
regarding the ever-present
threat of pandemics. Trump
was not alone in that self-
deception. Scientists have
warned us that these dangers
existed and, in the context of
environmental catastrophe,
the dangers associated with
viral pandemics have
increased. Yet, too many of
us have thought that we per-
sonally, or we-the USA, would
be immune. We have assumed
that others would suffer and
die but that somehow there
was a wall or forcefield that
protected us. Denial is easy
and innocent; and seems safe.

When my wife was first
pregnant, thirty-five years
ago, there was nothing that
would have led us to believe
that there would not be a
happy ending. Yes, we knew
that there were such things
as premature births and
other complications. But we
were both healthy and took
the pregnancy seriously.
With each month, our excite-
ment grew. And then the
unexpected happened and
our first born emerged alive

but too young and too unde-
veloped in order to survive.
Three days later she was
gone.

Don’t get me wrong. I am
not blaming us for being
naïve. I am saying that the
shock of reality threw us in
ways from which we have
never fully recovered. There
is a level of insecurity that
emerges out of such a crisis
that never completely van-
ishes because you have faced
a disturbing reality: tragedy
can hit in the most unexpect-
ed ways and the pain is
excruciating.

This planet—and not just
‘America First’—is living
through yet another crisis.
We regularly face wars,
poverty and pestilence. But
for many of us in the so-
called global North—the
more developed countries—
there is a tendency to believe
that immense tragedy is
exceptional. Yes, it can hap-
pen, but it usually happens to
someone else. And even when
it is bad, it is temporary and,
well, ‘they’—whoever
‘they’is—will get over it.

We are facing a different
reality with Covid-19 and eco-
nomic collapse. Both are
affecting everyone, in one
way or another. We now
know that all of us can be
shaken, very directly, by glob-
al tragedies. And, no, this sit-
uation is not something that
someone can just ‘get over.’
This is a situation that will
take time to heal and will
necessitate a full break from
denial. It will also necessi-
tate, as Senator Sanders and
others have so eloquently
articulated, solidarity rather
than exclusivity.

The pain resulting from
fear and loss does not com-
pletely vanish in time.
Rather, we get used to it and
adjust to it. But it leaves us
with a sense of insecurity
that also does not easily dis-
appear because we have had
to face a daunting fact: it can
happen here and, yes, it can
happen to us.

Bill Fletcher, Jr. is the
executive editor of global-
africanworker.com and a
past president of TransAfrica
Forum.
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NNeeww  HHaannoovveerr  CCoouunnttyy

SStt..  AAnnddrreeww  AAMMEEZZ  CChhuurrcchh  is offering tutoring to all children
and youth in grades 2-12 every Wednesday at 6:00 p.m.
Refreshments will be served.

SStt..  SStteepphheenn  AAMMEE  CChhuurrcchh,, 501 Red Cross St, will hold the fol-
lowing events during March.

1. St. Stephen AME Church, 501 Red Cross St.,
Wilmington presents Sing for Peace! Interfaith
Gospel Workshop. Friday, March 20th from 6 -
8 pm and Saturday, March 21st from 10 am - 4
pm. Gospel Concert on Saturday, March 22nd
at 3 pm. For more info call St. Stephen at 910
762-9829.
2. Rev. Dr. Florence S. Brown, Presiding Elder
of "Lumberton District".Annual Conference,
AME Zion Church will be the Guest Preacher
at St. Stephen AME Church, 501 Red Cross St.,
Wilmington; Sunday, March 29th at 10:00 am.

For more info call St. Stephen at 910 762-9829.

BBrruunnsswwiicckk  CCoouunnttyy

CCrryyssttaall  SSpprriinngg  MMiissssiioonnaarryy  BBaappttiisstt  CChhuurrcchh, 4704 Blue Blanks
Loop Rd., will celebrate Pastor Dr. Carozell Henry’s twenty
first anniversary on Sunday, March 29th at 11:00 a.m. Rev.
Rodney hansley and the Roseville Missionary Baptist Church
family of Harrells, NC will be the special guest to render serv-
ice. Dinner will be served immediately following the service.

Policies for briefs, news, & photos on page 2.
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"For God has not given us the
spirit of fear; but of power,
and of love, and of a sound
mind." II Timothy 1:7

Fear: A feeling of alarm or
disquiet caused by an
Awareness of or expectation
of danger. A state
Of dread or concern

SS ince God has not
given us the spirit of
fear, we don't have to

receive it. Through Christ
that strengthens us, we have
the ability to overcome fear,
and not be overcome by fear.
Our minds should not be
filled with all kinds of fears
and phobias, because it is not
the will of God that his chil-
dren live in fear. He often tells
us in his word, "Fear Not".
Yes, we are living in perilous
times, but as an act of our will
and faith in God, we can
decree, "I will not live in fear!"

There are all kinds of fear.
Some fears are natural and
logical. When your life or
general well being is threat-
ened, or the life and safety of

family or loved ones is con-
cerned, fear is a natural
instinct. We should be careful
as well as prayerful, yet not
allow fear to grip our hearts

and minds to
the point we
become pris-
oners of fear.
We should
use wisdom,
caution, and
c o m m o n
sense in car-
rying out our
daily affairs,
but still  not
be subject
(and over-

come) by  the spirit of fear.
Psalms 11:10 says, "The fear

of the Lord is the beginning of
wisdom."  We are not to fear
man, though he may be able to
kill the body, because he can-
not touch the soul. Matthew
10:28 says, "And fear not them
which kill the body, but are
not able to kill the soul: but
rather fear him which is able
to destroy both soul and body
in hell."  Luke 1:50 , "His
mercy is on them that fear

him from generation to gener-
ation."  We should teach our
children the fear of the Lord
as well. They are going to
need his mercy to be upon
them, and they should know
to ask for it when they need it.
Psalm 56:9-11 says, "When I
cry unto thee, then shall mine
enemies turn back: this I
know; for God is for me. In
God have I put my trust: I will
not be afraid what man can do
unto me."  When we walk by
faith and not by sight, we
trust God to do what he has
promised, therefore, we are
not afraid of what man can
do. Psalm 118:6 Says, "The
Lord is on my side; I will not
fear: what can man do unto
me?"

Deuteronomy 10:12 says,
"And now, Israel, what doth
the Lord thy God require of
thee, but to fear the Lord thy
God, to walk in all his ways,
and to love him, and to serve
the Lord thy God with all thy
heart and with all thy soul."  If
you fear the Lord, why not
accept his personal  invitation
he is extending  to you in John

3:16? 
Prayer: father, deliver your

people from the spirit of fear,
that we may serve you freely.
In Jesus' Name. Amen. Tell
Somebody…Fear Not!!!

"Mrs. Sylvia B. Hooper is a
native Wilmingtonian, mar-
ried to Pastor Johnson A.
Hooper, First Lady of Faith
Outreach COGIC,
Jacksonville, N.C.  She is a
mother of three wonderful
children and a proud grand-
mother! She is a Licensed
Evangelist with COGIC,
International. She is the
President of P.W.E. Pastors
Wives Empowerment Confe-
rence, an annual event held in
honor of Pastors and minis-
ters Wives.  This support
group's focus is to Encourage,
Embrace and Empower Elect
Ladies    to be all they can be
in Christ Jesus, while provid-
ing support to their husbands,
who are Gospel preachers and
pastors. Her heart's desire is
to please the Lord, rescue the
perishing, comfort the dying,
and live a life that gives God
glory!

Sylvia
Hooper

Please note: All verses are
KJV unless noted

1 Corinthians 12:1, "Now
concerning spiritual gifts,
brethren, I would not have
you ignorant." The question
should be asked and
answered, is the church igno-
rant of the nine gifts of the
Spirit that have been made
available to it, as recorded in
this chapter? My answer to
this question is a resounding
yes.

The reason is the church
has become a religious insti-
tution rather than the spiritu-
al body of Christ and Christ
as the head. For example, the
religious leaders of Jesus day
rejected their Messiah with
all the evidence according to
the Torah and the prophets
and they were the chosen
people of God. Notice how
Jesus responded to them in
this text: Matt. 15:3,6b-9 "But
he answered and said unto
them, Why do ye also trans-
gress the commandment of
God by your tradition? Thus
have ye made the command-
ment of God of none effect by
your tradition. 7 Ye hyp-
ocrites, well did Esaias
prophesy of you, saying,8
This people draweth nigh
unto me with their mouth,
and honoureth me with their
lips; but their heart is far
from me. 9 But in vain they
do worship me, teaching for
doctrines the command-
ments of men." The church
has abandoned the gifts for
their traditions!

I want to talk about the
three power gifts that are
available to the church, Now,
(today) the gift of Faith, heal-
ings and miracles. The
Church, the body of Christ
has the answer (vaccine) for
the crisis in the world, we are
His representatives in this
sin-sick world. No one else
has been given the power and

authority over the kingdom
of darkness (sicknesses and
diseases) but the church.

Where do sickness and dis-
ease come from? The devil:
John 10:10, (AMPC) "The
thief comes only to steal and
kill and destroy. I came that
they may have and enjoy life,
and have it in abundance (to
the full, till it overflows)."
Sickness and disease is a
form of demon possession
(all forms of cancer, blind-

ness, deaf-
ness, is of the
devil: De-
mons are
wicked, hate-
ful, destruc-
tive (coron-
avirus). They
are spirits
with person-
alities with-
out bodies in
which to
dwell, so they
seek human

bodies to manifest their
ungodly conduct and behav-
ior. What we see taking place
all across America today, is a
demonic invasion into the
culture to change it to be
anti-God, and anti-Bible.
Romans 1:25-28, (ERV)25
"They traded the truth of
God for a lie. They bowed
down and worshiped the
things God made instead of
worshiping the God who
made those things. He is the
one who should be praised
forever. Amen.26 Because
people did those things, God
left them and let them do the
shameful things they wanted
to do. Women stopped having
natural sex with men and
started having sex with other
women. 27 In the same way,
men stopped having natural
sex with women and began
wanting each other all the
time. Men did shameful
things with other men, and in
their bodies, they received

the punishment for those
wrongs (this conduct is below
the animal kingdom and is
demonical (we as a civilizes
nation condone and promote
this practice as normal)

28 People did not think it
was important to have a true
knowledge of God. So God
left them and allowed them to
have their own worthless
thinking." And so they do
what they should not do (this
is not a hate message it is the
gospel of the kingdom). Now
let's get back to the subject of
this lesson, God has called
and empowered the church,
to carry out His work in the
earth in His behalf and He
gave us power and authority
over all unclean spirits and to
cast them out. Matt.10:1,
"And when he had called
unto him his twelve disciples
(the church), he gave them
power against unclean spir-
its, to cast them out, and to
heal all manner of sickness
and all manner of disease. 7
And as ye go, preach,(the
church) saying, The kingdom
of heaven is at hand.8 Heal
the sick, cleanse the lepers,
raise the dead, cast out dev-
ils: freely ye have received,
freely give." Mk. 16:17-18,
"And these signs shall follow
them that believe (the
church); In my name shall
they cast out devils; they
shall speak with new
tongues; 18 They shall take
up serpents; and if they
drink any deadly thing, it
shall not hurt them; they
shall lay hands on the sick,
and they shall recover."
Lu.10:1,9,17-19, "After these
things, the Lord appointed
other seventy also (the
church), and sent them two
and two before his face into
every city and place, whither
he himself would come. 9
And heal the sick that are
therein, and say unto them,
The kingdom of God comes

nigh unto you.17 And the sev-
enty returned with joy, say-
ing, Lord, even the devils are
subject unto us through thy
name.18 And he said unto
them, I beheld Satan as light-
ning fall from heaven.19
Behold, I give unto you (the
church) power to tread on
serpents and scorpions, and
overall the power of the
enemy: and nothing shall by
any means hurt you." Acts
1:8" But ye (the church) shall
receive power, after that the
Holy Ghost has come upon
you: and ye shall be witnesses
unto me both in Jerusalem,
and in all Judaea, and in
Samaria, and unto the utter-
most part of the earth." The
Holy Spirit is the giver of the
gifts: 1Cor.12:9-10,"To another
faith by the same Spirit; to
another the gifts of healing
by the same Spirit;10 To
another the working of mira-
cles;" Acts 8:5-7, "Then Philip
went down to the city of
Samaria, and preached
Christ unto them.6 And the
people with one accord gave
heed unto those things which
Philip spoke, hearing and
seeing the miracles which he
did.7 For unclean spirits, cry-
ing with a loud voice, came
out of many that were pos-
sessed with them: and many
taken with palsies, and that
were lame, were healed.
Hebrew 13:8," Jesus Christ
the same yesterday, and
today, and forever." The gifts
of Spirit are available for
every believer! Father, in the
Name of Jesus, let there be a
manifestation of your power
in the lives of every person
who reads believe and receive
your Word. Amen.

Reverend Naconiel
Fullwood currently the pas-
tor of MRDRC Ministries
(Mircle, Restoration,
Deliverance, Revival Center
Ministries Inc.) located in
Wilmington, NC.

Rev.
Naconiel
Fullwood

A WORD FROM THE LORDA WORD FROM THE LORD

TThhee  ggiiffttss  ooff  tthhee  SSppiirriitt  aarree  aavvaaiillaabbllee  ffoorr  tthhee  cchhuurrcchh  

Bill
Fletcher

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Senior
Correspondent

General Motors has joined
two other automobile compa-
nies and The United Auto
Workers in forming a special
COVID-19/Coronavirus Task
Force to implement enhanced
protections for manufacturing
and warehouse employees.

The company and union are
joined in the Task Force by
Ford Motor Company and Fiat
Chrysler Automobiles.

The joint Task Force’s areas
of focus will include vehicle
production plans, additional
social distancing, break and
cleaning schedules, health and
safety education, health
screening, food service and

any other areas that have the
potential to improve protec-
tions for employees.

UAW President Rory
Gamble, GM Chairman and
CEO Mary Barra, Ford
Executive Chairman Bill Ford,
Ford President and CEO Jim
Hackett and FCA CEO
Michael Manley will lead the
task force.

“Workplace health and safe-
ty is a priority for us every day,
all three companies have been
taking steps to keep the
COVID-19/coronavirus out of
their facilities and during this
national emergency, we will do
even more working together,”
Gamble, who convened the
leaders of all three companies,
stated in a press release.

“We are focused on doing

the right thing for our people,
their families, our communi-
ties and the country. All
options related to protecting
against exposure to the virus
are on the table.”

As the joint task force iden-
tifies enhancements, each
company, together with the
UAW, will provide regular
updates to the workers in their
facilities.

“This is a fluid and unprece-
dented situation, and the task
force will move quickly to
build on the wide-ranging pre-
ventive measures we have put
in place. We are all coming
together to help keep our
workforces safe and healthy,”
the companies wrote in a joint
statement.

GM, a longtime corporate

partner of The National
Newspaper Publishers
Association (NNPA) and Black
Press Week, also announced
that it would offer customers 0
percent financing for seven
years and four months
deferred payments for those
with excellent credit.
Individuals with a lower credit
rating could still qualify for
the deferment, however, not
the 0 percent financing, GM
officials stated.

“We wanted to reassure cus-
tomers that we’re here for
them and our dealers are here
for them,” GM Spokesman
Jim Cain told CNBC, adding
that the offer is available
through March 31. “We’ve
never done this combination
before.

GGeenneerraall  MMoottoorrss  mmoovveess  ttoo  pprrootteecctt  wwoorrkkeerrss,,  ooffffeerrss  ccuussttoommeerrss  ssppeecciiaall  ffiinnaanncciinngg
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LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICESLEGAL NOTICESLEGAL NOTICESLEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NORTH CAROLINA
NEW HANOVER COUNTY 

THE UNDERSIGNED, Peter A. Manley,
having qualified on the 20th day of
February, 2020, as Executor of the
Estate of Carolyn C. Manley (2020-E-
179), deceased, does hereby notify all
persons, firms, and corporations having
claims against said Estate that they must
present them to the undersigned at
DAVID E. ANDERSON, PLLC, 9111
Market Street, Suite A, Wilmington,
North Carolina, 28411, on or before the
25th day of May, 2020, or the claims
will be forever barred thereafter, and this
notice will be pleaded in bar of recovery.
All persons, firms, and corporations
indebted to said Estate will please make
prompt payment to the undersigned at
the above address.

This 27th day of February 2020.

Peter A. Manley
Executor
ESTATE OF CAROLYN C. MANLEY
David Anderson
Attorney at Law
9111 Market St, Ste A
Wilmington, NC 28411

February 27, March 5, 12, March 19,
2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

Having qualified as Executrix of the
Estate of Rose M. House (20-E-212),
late of San Diego County, Oceanside,
California the undersigned does hereby
notify all persons, firms and corporations
having claims against the estate of said
decedent to exhibit them to the under-
signed at 701 Market Street,
Wilmington, North Carolina, 28401 on or
before May 27, 2020 or this notice will
be pleaded in bar of their recovery. All
persons, firms and corporations indebted
to the said estate will please make
immediate payment to the undersigned.

This the 25th day of February, 2020

Jamie R. Richter
c/o Craige & Fox, PLLC
701 Market Street
Wilmington, NC 28401
910-815-0085

February 27, March 5, 12, 19, 2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND
DEBTORS

ESTATE FILE NO. 20-E-204

Having qualified as Executor of the Estate
of SHIRLEY J. TILTON, deceased, late
of New Hanover County, North Carolina,
the undersigned hereby notifies all per-
sons, firms and corporations having
claims against said Estate to present
them, duly verified, to the undersigned,
care of their attorney, on or before June
26, 2020 (which date is at least three (3)
months from the first publication of this
notice), or this notice will be pleaded in
bar of their recovery.  All persons, firms
and corporations indebted to said Estate
will please make immediate settlement
with the undersigned.

This the 19th day of March, 2020.

KENNETH R. SMITH, Executor of the
Estate of SHIRLEY J. TILTON
c/o Randall S. Hoose, Jr.
ATLANTIC COAST LAW
314 Walnut Street, Suite 100
Wilmington, NC  28401-4160

March 19, 26, April, 2, 9, 2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND
DEBTORS

ESTATE FILE NO. 20-E-330

Having qualified as Administrator of the
Estate of WILLIAM ("BILLY")
RONALD GILLIKAN, JR., deceased,
late of New Hanover County, North
Carolina, the undersigned hereby notifies
all persons, firms and corporations hav-
ing claims against said Estate to present
them, duly verified, to the undersigned,
care of their attorney, on or before June
26, 2020 (which date is at least three
(3) months from the first publication of
this notice), or this notice will be pleaded
in bar of their recovery.  All persons,
firms and corporations indebted to said
Estate will please make immediate set-
tlement with the undersigned.

This the 19th day of March, 2020.

VERONICA STARR AYERS, Administrator
of the Estate of WILLIAM ("BILLY")
RONALD GILLIKAN, JR.
c/o Randall S. Hoose, Jr.
ATLANTIC COAST LAW
314 Walnut Street, Suite 100
Wilmington, NC  28401-4160

March 19, 26, April, 2, 9, 2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified as
Administrator of the estate of Neal
Walter Ashcraft, Sr., deceased, of the
New Hanover County, North Carolina,
does hereby notify all persons, firms and
corporations having claims against the
estate to exhibit them to the under-
signed on or before the 19th day of
June, 2020, or this notice will be plead-
ed in bar of their recovery.  All persons,
firms and corporations indebted to said
estate please make immediate payment
to the undersigned.

This the 18th day of March, 2020

Larry Scott Ashcraft, Administrator
5814 Ocean Hwy East
Winnabow, NC 28479

March 19, 26, April 2, 9, 2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

Having qualified on the 24th day of
February, 2020, as Executor of the Estate
of ROBERT R. HINCHCLIFFE,
Deceased, late of New Hanover County,
North Carolina, this is to notify all per-
sons, firms and corporations having
claims against the decedent to exhibit the
same to the Executor, Kerry W. Key, at
7301 Forest Haven Estates, St. Louis, MO
62123, on or before the 3rd day of
June, 2020, or this notice will be plead-
ed in bar of their recovery.  All persons,
firms and corporations indebted to the
estate should make immediate payment.

This 26th day of February, 2020.

KERRY W. KEY, EXECUTOR
Attorney for the Estate:
J. Wesley Casteen, Esq., CPA
Carolina Legal Counsel
P.O. Box 12028
Wilmington, North Carolina 28405
Telephone (910) 256-3364

March 5, 12, 19, and 26, 2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified as
Executor of the estate of Virginia Bauerle
McCormack, deceased, of the New
Hanover County, North Carolina, does
hereby notify all persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against the
estate to exhibit them to the undersigned
on or before the 5th day of June, 2020,
or this notice will be pleaded in bar of
their recovery.  All persons, firms and
corporations indebted to said estate
please make immediate payment to the
undersigned.

This the 5th day of March, 2020

Cary D. McCormack, Executor
1800 Elease Lane
Wilmington, NC 28403

March 5, 12, 19, 26, 2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified as
Executrix of the estate of Dorothy
McGowan Paul, deceased, of the New
Hanover County, North Carolina, does
hereby notify all persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against the
estate to exhibit them to the undersigned
on or before the 5th day of June, 2020,
or this notice will be pleaded in bar of
their recovery.  All persons, firms and
corporations indebted to said estate
please make immediate payment to the
undersigned.

This the 5th day of March, 2020

Lucretia P. Newkirk, Executrix
234 Oak Crest Dr.
Wilmington, NC 28403

March 5, 12, 19, 26, 2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified as
Executrix of the estate of John
Alexander Johnson,Jr., deceased, of
the New Hanover County, North Carolina,
does hereby notify all persons, firms and
corporations having claims against the
estate to exhibit them to the undersigned
on or before the 12th day of June,
2020, or this notice will be pleaded in bar
of their recovery.  All persons, firms and
corporations indebted to said estate
please make immediate payment to the
undersigned.

This the 12th day of March, 2020

Jean Jones Johnson, Executrix
5722 Camellia Lane
Wilmington, NC 28409

March 12, 19, 26, April 2, 2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified as
Executor of the estate of James B.
Hewett, deceased, of the New Hanover
County, North Carolina, does hereby noti-
fy all persons, firms and corporations hav-
ing claims against the estate to exhibit
them to the undersigned on or before the
12th day of June, 2020, or this notice
will be pleaded in bar of their recovery.  All
persons, firms and corporations indebted
to said estate please make immediate
payment to the undersigned.

This the 12th day of March, 2020

Bernest Hewett, Executor
670 Hewettown Rd. SE
Bolivia, NC 28422

March 12, 19, 26, April 2, 2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

All persons, firms and corporations hav-
ing claims against Robert Gerald
Coulson, late of New Hanover County,
North Carolina, who died on December
7, 2019, are hereby notified to present
their claims to John J. Peck,
Administrator, on or before June 19,
2020, or this Notice will be pleaded in
bar of recovery.  All persons, firms and
corporations indebted to the deceased,
please make immediate payment.

This 19th day of March, 2020

John J. Peck, Administrator and Attorney
at Law
428 Eastwood Road
Wilmington, NC  28403

March 19,  26, 2020, April 2, 9, 2020

NOTICE
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified as
Executor of the Estate of Lillian R.
Romanak, deceased, of New Hanover
County, North Carolina, does hereby
notify all persons, firms and corpora-
tions having claims against the estate
to exhibit them to the undersigned on
or before the 19th day of June,
2020, or this notice will be pleaded in
bar of their recovery.  All persons, firms
and corporations indebted to said
estate will please make immediate
payment to the undersigned.

This 19th day of March, 2020.

H. Scott Kennedy, Executor of the
Estate of Lillian R. Romanak
4414 Southfield Court
Wilmington, NC 28405
MURCHISON, TAYLOR & 
GIBSON, PLLC
1979 Eastwood Rd, Suite 101
Wilmington, NC  28403

March 19, 26, April 2, 9, 2020

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA,
NEW HANOVER  COUNTY
In the General Court of
Justice Superior Court

Division
New Hanover County, 

20 CVS 155

JEFFREY C. FOWLER, 
PLAINTIFF
v.
TABITHA RAE BACHERT,
DEFENDANT

To Tabitha Rae Bachert:

Take notice that a plead-
ing seeking relief against you has
been filed in the above-entitled
action.  The nature of the relief
being sought is as follows:  dam-
ages arising from motor vehicular
negligence.  You are required to
make defense to such pleading
not later than forty (40) days from
the first running of this notice,
exclusive of such date, which was
March 5, 2020 and upon your fail-
ure to do so, the party seeking
service against you will apply to
the Court for the relief sought.

This the 5th day of March, 2020.

DAVID AND ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.
DAVID F. TURLINGTON
Attorney for the Plaintiff
1516 Dawson Street
Wilmington, North Carolina
28401
Telephone: 910/251-8088
Facsimile: 910/251-8430
North Carolina Bar Number:
20165
Email: dturlington@davidandas-
sociates.com

March 5, 12, 19, 2020

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA,
NEW HANOVER  COUNTY
In the General Court of
Justice Superior Court

Division
New Hanover County 

20 CVS 155

JEFFREY C. FOWLER, 
PLAINTIFF
v.
CHESTER LYNN BACHERT,
DEFENDANT

To Chester Lynn Bachert: 

Take notice that a plead-
ing seeking relief against you has
been filed in the above-entitled
action.  The nature of the relief
being sought is as follows:  dam-
ages arising from motor vehicular
negligence.  You are required to
make defense to such pleading
not later than forty (40) days from
the first running of this notice,
exclusive of such date, which was
March 5, 2020 and upon your fail-
ure to do so, the party seeking
service against you will apply to
the Court for the relief sought.

This the 5th day of March, 2020.

DAVID AND ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.
DAVID F. TURLINGTON
Attorney for the Plaintiff
1516 Dawson Street
Wilmington, North Carolina
28401
Telephone: 910/251-8088
Facsimile: 910/251-8430
North Carolina Bar Number:
20165
Email: dturlington@davidandas-
sociates.com

March 5, 12, 19, 2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

Having qualified as Administrator of
the Estate of Kenneth R. Snead, Sr.
(19-E-144), late of San Diego
County, Oceanside, California the
undersigned does hereby notify all
persons, firms and corporations hav-
ing claims against the estate of said
decedent to exhibit them to the under-
signed at 701 Market Street,
Wilmington, North Carolina, 28401 on
or before May 27, 2020 or this notice
will be pleaded in bar of their recovery.
All persons, firms and corporations
indebted to the said estate will please
make immediate payment to the
undersigned.

This the 25th day of February, 2020

Charlotte Noel Fox
Craige & Fox, PLLC
701 Market Street
Wilmington, NC 28401
910-815-0085

February 27, March 5, 12, 19, 2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified as
Administrator of the estate of
Dorothy Mae Gibbs, deceased, of
the New Hanover County, North
Carolina, does hereby notify all per-
sons, firms and corporations having
claims against the estate to exhibit
them to the undersigned on or before
the 27th day of May, 2020, or this
notice will be pleaded in bar of their
recovery.  All persons, firms and cor-
porations indebted to said estate
please make immediate payment to
the undersigned.

This the 25th day of February, 2020

Kimberly Christine Bell, Administrator
1026 South 12th Street
Wilmington, NC 28401

February 27, March 5, 12, 19, 2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified as
Executrix of the estate of Muriel
Arrena Pearson, deceased, of the
New Hanover County, North Carolina,
does hereby notify all persons, firms
and corporations having claims
against the estate to exhibit them to
the undersigned on or before the 12th
day of June, 2020, or this notice will
be pleaded in bar of their recovery.  All
persons, firms and corporations
indebted to said estate please make
immediate payment to the under-
signed.

This the 12th day of March, 2020

Elizabeth F. Dawson, Executrix
422 Forest Hills Dr.
Wilmington, NC 28403

March 12, 19, 26, April 2, 2020

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA,
NEW HANOVER  COUNTY
In the General Court of
Justice --Superior Court

Division 
New Hanover County

20 CVS 155

MATTHEW CHAD MARTIN,
PLAINTIFF
v.
WESLEY LAWRENCE ROBERT-
SON, DEFENDANT

To Wesley Lawrence
Robertson: 

Take notice that a
pleading seeking relief against
you has been filed in the above-
entitled action.  The nature of the
relief being sought is as follows:
damages arising from motor
vehicular negligence.  You are
required to make defense to such
pleading not later than forty (40)
days from the first running of this
notice, exclusive of such date,
which was March 19, 2020 and
upon your failure to do so, the
party seeking service against you
will apply to the Court for the
relief sought.

This the 19th day of March, 2020.

DAVID AND ASSOCIATES,
P.L.L.C.
DAVID F. TURLINGTON
Attorney for the Plaintiff
1516 Dawson Street
Wilmington, North Carolina
28401
Telephone: 910/251-8088
Facsimile: 910/251-8430
North Carolina Bar Number:
20165
Email: dturlington@davidandas-
sociates.com

March 19, 12, 26, 2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified
as Administrator of the estate of
Johnnie Mae Fields, deceased,
of the New Hanover County, North
Carolina, does hereby notify all
persons, firms and corporations
having claims against the estate to
exhibit them to the undersigned
on or before the 27th day of
May, 2020, or this notice will be
pleaded in bar of their recovery.
All persons, firms and corporations
indebted to said estate please
make immediate payment to the
undersigned.

This the 25th day of February,
2020

Tamika Jenkins, Administrator
PO Box 1554
Leland, NC 28451

February 27, March 5, 12, 19,
2020

NOTICE
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified
as Co-Executors of the Estate of
Lynette Helen Roller, deceased,
of New Hanover County, North
Carolina, does hereby notify all
persons, firms and corporations
having claims against the estate to
exhibit them to the undersigned
on or before the 27th day of
May, 2020, or this notice will be
pleaded in bar of their recovery.
All persons, firms and corporations
indebted to said estate will please
make immediate payment to the
undersigned.

This 27th day of February, 2020.

Jane Lynn Palmer Hexter, Co-
Executor of the Estate of Lynette
Helen Roller
7101 Saybrook Drive
Wilmington, NC 28405
Dale George Palmer, Co-Executor
of the Estate of Lynette Helen
Roller
14688 81st Ave N.
Maple Grove, MN 55311
MURCHISON, TAYLOR & 
GIBSON, PLLC
1979 Eastwood Rd, Suite 101
Wilmington, NC  28403

February 27, March 5, 12, 19,
2020

NOTICE
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified
as Executor of the Estate of
Charles O. Metzger, deceased,
of New Hanover County, North
Carolina, does hereby notify all
persons, firms and corporations
having claims against the estate to
exhibit them to the undersigned
on or before the 27th day of
May, 2020, or this notice will be
pleaded in bar of their recovery.
All persons, firms and corporations
indebted to said estate will please
make immediate payment to the
undersigned.

This 27th day of February, 2020.

Paul L. Metzger, Executor
of the Estate of Charles O. Metzger
1929 Parkside Drive
Denton, TX 76205
MURCHISON, TAYLOR & 
GIBSON, PLLC
1979 Eastwood Rd, Suite 101
Wilmington, NC  28403

February 27, March 5, 12, 19,
2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA

NEW HANOVER COUNTY 

THE UNDERSIGNED, Peter A.
Manley, having qualified on the
10th day of March, 2020, as
Executor of the Estate of Carolyn
C. Manley (2020-E-310),
deceased, does hereby notify all
persons, firms, and corporations
having claims against said Estate
that they must present them to
the undersigned at DAVID E.
ANDERSON, PLLC, 9111 Market
Street, Suite A, Wilmington, North
Carolina, 28411, on or before the
15th day of June, 2020, or the
claims will be forever barred
thereafter, and this notice will be
pleaded in bar of recovery. All per-
sons, firms, and corporations
indebted to said Estate will please
make prompt payment to the
undersigned at the above address.

This 12th day of March 2020.

Peter A. Manley
Executor
ESTATE OF Carolyn C. Manley
David Anderson
Attorney at Law
9111 Market St, Ste A
Wilmington, NC 28411

March 12, 19, March 26, April 2,
2020

NOTICE OF MEETING 
CANCELLATION

As a result of the Coronavirus
Disease 2019 (COVID-19)
and out of an abundance of
caution, the Wilmington
Urban Area MPO Board meet-
ing of March 25, 2020 has
been canceled.

The MPO Board's next meet-
ing will be held on April 29,
2020 at 3:00pm in the 6th
Floor Conference Room of the
New Hanover County office
building at 320 Chestnut
Street, Wilmington, NC.

If you have any questions,
please call (910) 341-3258
or e-mail
wmpo@wilmintonnc.gov.

Mike Kozlosky
Executive Director
Wilmington Urban Area 
Metropolitan Planning
Organization

March 19, 2020

INVITATION FOR BIDS
(IFB)

SOLICITATION NO:
CFP18.10

HOUSING AUTHORITY OF
THE CITY OF WILMINGTON 

NORTH CAROLINA

Renovations at Houston
Moore Units

Proposals will be accepted at
the Housing Authority of the
City of Wilmington North
Carolina (WHA Central Office),
until date and time noted
below. 

•Specifications/Plans will be
available for pickup on
Wednesday, March 18, 2020 at
the Central Office for a non-
refundable charge of $15.00
for project manual. Pick up, or
Download Project Manual from
our website at www.wha.net,
click on Business Opportunities
•Pre-Bid Conference/Site
Tour: Central Office on
Tuesday, March 24, 2020
9:30 AM.
•Questions; E-mail to
cburns@wha.net no later than
April 7, 2020 by 2:00 PM
•Bid Opening: Tuesday, April
14, 2020 at 10:00 AM. 

The WHA does not discriminate
based on race, sex, age, color,
national origin, religion, or dis-
ability in its employment
opportunities, programs, serv-
ices, or activities.  

WHA reserves the right to
reject any or all proposals and
to waive informalities and or
award to multiple vendors,
each site will have a separate
contract.

March 19, 26, 2020

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE GENERAL 

COURT OF JUSTICE
DISTRICT COURT DIVISION

COUNTY OF PENDER
FILE #: 20-CVD-283

ELIZABETH JUNE TODD-
RIOS,
Plaintiff,
v.
JUAN RIOS CASTO,
Defendant.

TO: Juan Rios Castro    

TAKE NOTICE that a
pleading seeking relief against
you has been filed in the above
entitled action.  The nature of
the relief being sought is an
absolute divorce. You are
required to make defense to
such pleading not later than
the 22nd day of April, 2020
and upon your failure to do so,
the party seeking service
against you will apply to the
court for the relief sought.

This the 13th day of March,
2020.    

Zachary S. Rivenbark
Attorney for Plaintiff
P.O. Box 625
Burgaw, N.C. 28425
(910) 259-7772

March 19, 26, April 2, 2020
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EAEAGLE ISLANDGLE ISLAND
FRFRUIT & SEAFOODUIT & SEAFOOD

Highway 421 North
Wilmington, NC 28401

“Biggest Little“Biggest Little
SStore tore YYou Everou Ever

Saw”Saw”
LIVE BAIT & TACKLE

762-1193762-1193

John Wilder
Independent Associate

Executive Director
Small Business & Group 

910-297-0925 or 888-286-0168
Opportunity Info 206-209-2022

www.Jwilder1.com

Home 910-675-1250
Cell 910-540-4406
Office 910-675-3840

NC LICENSE #2473
NATION WIDE SERVICE

3-N-1 BAIL
BONDING CO.

Owner/Operator
Mary C. Nixon

Bail Bonding Agent

P.O. Box 12831
Wilmington, NC 28405

“Trust me for all your
life insurance needs...

permanent, term, 
universal & retirement.”

State Farm  Insurance Companies
Home Offices: Bloomington, Illinois

Henry B. Brown
Agent

CALL ME

2816-A South College Rd.
Wilmington, NC 28412

Bus.: 910-395-2300
Home: 910-794-9359

HHEERREE  AARREE  OOUURR  CCAARRDDSSHHEERREE  AARREE  OOUURR  CCAARRDDSS ..  ..  ..  
WhateverWhatever you’re looking for, consider these local businesses 

BUSINESS CARDSThursday, March 19, 2020 10

Use This Space 
For Your Business Card 
It Pays To Advertise In  

THE

WILMINGTON JOURNAL

For Information 
Please Call Us At 910-762-5502

OWEN METTS REALTY
We can help! 

We specialize in the
following services:

• Buying, selling, or 
investments real estate 

• Real estate consulting services
• Loan modifications, 

foreclosure counseling
• Credit and budget 

counseling
•HUD Register Agent

•Estate Planning

NEW LISTINGS NEEDED
DO YOU WANT TO SELL OR RENT

YOUR PROPERTY?
WE MAY HAVE A BUYER OR RENTER

WAITING FOR YOUR PROPERTY
DO YOU WANT TO PURCHASE PROPERTY?

Please call us first 
TODAY FOR AN APPOINTMENT

321 North Front Street • Phone: 910-763-3777 
Cell: 910-297-6997

Email: ometts@yahoo.com
ww.owenmettsrealty.com

OWEN E. METTS, SR., 
Licensed Realtor/Broker, Certified Housing Counselor

FFIIRRSSTTFFIIRRSSTT

THE BENEFIT CONNECTION
We can help you! 

When  experience matters, Call us today!

Monday - Friday 9 am-5 pm * 910.763.3777 

We represent several insurance companies 

Owen E. Metts, Sr., Licensed Agent

The Benefit Connection 
321 North Front Street 
Wilmington, NC 28401 
910.763.3777 Phone

910.297.6997 Cell

We can help you save money!

Personal and professional

service for over 30 years. 

We specialize in: 
Health, life, disability, dental,

group and individuals 
Roth IRAs, 401-k's, 403-b's, annuities 

Long term care and Medicare supplements 
Regardless of your health or age 

CALL US TODAY. 

SOUTH KERR
AUTO SERVICE

OWEN METTS
REALTY

(Coach) Columbus Pridgen
Bail Bonding

Make That One Phone Call Count 
Mobile Phone:910-616-2519

Mobile Phone: 910-512-1372

Columbus Pridgen
Owner/Operator

Identify Theft: America’s Fasting Growing Crime!
Think you’re not at risk? Unfortunately you are.
Do you...
hand your credit card to servers at restaurants?
sign your credit cards?
supply personal information over the internet?
keep your Social Security number in your wallet or purse?
leave mail at your home or business for the postal carrier to collect?
throw away mail with personal information without shredding it?

Have you......
thought about writing or revising your will?
been audited by the IRS?
purchased a home?
been a defendant in a civil lawsuit?
signed a contract of any kind?
paid a bill you thought was unfair?
received an inaccurate credit report?
received a moving traffic violation you thought was unjustified?
had any type of legal question?

LEGAL EMPOWERMENT FOR YOUR LIFE
Your Family• Your Will• Your Money• Your Retirement•Your Car

272 N. Front Street, Suite 300
Post Office Box 2279

Wilmington North Carolina 28402-2279
Email: pgrear@grearlaw.com
Phone: (910) 763-4671
Facsimile: (910) 763-0925
Toll Free (800) 222-8009

Areas of Practice:
New Hanover, Pender,

Brunswick, Columbus, &
Duplin Counties

Appointments only:
For cost and details: www.grearlaw.com

 CONSUMER BANKRUPTCY
AUTO ACCIDENTS
WORKERS COMPENSATION
 SOCIAL SECURITY

DISABILITY
 TRAFFIC  TICKETS
WILLS & ESTATES

 POWERS OF ATTORNEY
 DEED PREPARATION
 BUSINESS FORMATIONS
 CREDIT REPAIR

(Nationwide)
 ELDER LAW

Peter Grear, Attorney at Law

•On site mobile repair
•All minor and major

repairs 
•Foreign and Domestic

•New and used tires
•Valet service

OIL CHANGE $34.95
BRAKES $40.00 + PARTS

223B S. Kerr Ave.
Wilmington, NC 28403

910-233-7977

SAM
NEWKIRK

“For The right Approach
Call Coach”

NOW OPEN!!

http://www.Jwilder1.com
mailto:ometts@yahoo.com
mailto:pgrear@grearlaw.com
http://www.grearlaw.com
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