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Metropolitan United Methodist Church Celebrates
195th Church Anniversary
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(L-r): Agnes Irene Taylor Ray, 96, The Rev. Dr. Howard W. Hinson, Lead Pastor of Metropolitan United Methodist Church, 83, and Mar-
garet J. Lowry, 99. Metropolitan is located at 1121 W. Lanvale Street in Baltimore. This year, Metropolitan United Methodist Church cele-
brates its 195th Anniversary. The theme for the 195th Anniversary Celebration is: “Celebrating The Past — Embracing The Present —

Anticipating the Future.” (See article on page 7) Photo: Ursula V. Battle

,.
Dy

;‘ Vs,




Comcast’s comprehensive Covid-19 response to help keep Americans connected to Internet

Company opens Xfinity WiFi network
nationally for free, offers unlimited data
for free, confirms its commitment to
connecting low-income families

Philadelphia— On the heels of offering
new, low-income Internet Essentials cus-
tomers two months of free internet and
raising the speed of that program’s serv-
ice to 25/3 Mbps, Comcast announced
additional steps to help ensure people
stay connected to the internet as more
schools suspend classes and companies
encourage employees to work from
home due to the Coronavirus.

“During this extraordinary time, it is vital
that as many Americans as possible stay
connected to the Internet— for education,
work and personal health reasons,” said
Dave Watson, Comcast Cable Chief Exec-
utive Officer. “Our employees also live
and work in virtually every community
we serve, and we all share the same belief
that it’s our Company’s responsibility to
step up and help out.”

Comcast is taking steps to implement
the following new policies for the next
60 days, and other important initiatives:

*Xfinity WiFi Free For Everyone:
Xfinity WiFi hotspots across the country
will be available to anyone who needs
them for free— including non-Xfinity
Internet subscribers. For a map of

Xfinity WiFi hotspots, visit www.xfin-
ity.com/wifi. Once at a hotspot, con-
sumers should select the “xfinitywifi”
network name in the list of available
hotspots, and then launch a browser.
°Pausing Our Data Plan: With so
many people working and educating
from home, we want our customers to
access the Internet without thinking
about data plans. While the vast majority
of our customers do not come close to
using 1TB of data in a month, we are
pausing our data plans for 60 days giv-
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ing all customers Unlimited data for no
additional charge.

*No Disconnects or Late Fees: We
will not disconnect a customer’s internet
service or assess late fees if they contact
us and let us know that they can’t pay
their bills during this period. Our care
teams will be available to offer flexible
payment options and can help find other
solutions.

*Internet Essentials Free to New
Customers: As announced yesterday,
it’s even easier for low-income families
who live in a Comcast service area to
sign-up for Internet Essentials, the na-
tion’s largest and most comprehensive
broadband adoption program. New cus-
tomers will receive 60 days of compli-
mentary Internet Essentials service,
which is normally available to all quali-
fied low-income households for

$9.95/month. Additionally, for all new
and existing Internet Essentials customers,
the speed of the program’s Internet service
was increased to 25 Mbps downstream
and 3 Mbps upstream. That increase will
go into effect for no additional fee and it
will become the new base speed for the
program going forward.

*News, Information and Educational
Content on X1 and Flex: For those
with school-age students at home, we’ve
created new educational collections for
all grade levels in partnership with Com-
mon Sense Media. Just say “education”
into your X1 or Flex voice remote. To
help keep customers informed, we also
have created a collection of the most
current news and information on Coron-
avirus. Just say “Coronavirus” into your
X1 or Flex voice remote.

*24x7 Network Monitoring: Under-
pinning all of these efforts, Comcast’s
technology and engineering teams will
continue to work tirelessly to support
our network operations. We engineer our
network capacity to handle spikes and
shifts in usage patterns, and continu-
ously test, monitor and enhance our sys-
tems and network to ensure they are
ready to support customer usage. Our
engineers and technicians staff our net-
work operations centers 24/7 to ensure
network performance and reliability. We
are monitoring network usage and
watching the load on the network both
nationally and locally, and to date it is
performing well.

For more information and updates
from Comcast related to
Coronavirus, visit: http://www.comcast-
corporation.com/COVID-19/.

Stay up-to-date on positive news in the community! Sign up for
The Baltimore Times weekly newsletter at https://bit.ly/2E5NuM5
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If | could o one thing, I’d have a
daycare closer to work.

If you could do one thing for your community, what would it be?
More daycare centers? More funding for Head Start? Completing
the 2020 Census is a safe and easy way to inform how billions
of dollars in funding flow into your community for hundreds of
services. Respond online, by phone, or by mail.

Sha pe United States®
Complete the census at: your future ansus

2020CENSUS.GOV START HERE >

Paid for by U.S. Census Bureau.
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Guest Editorials/Letters

Special enrollment period for Maryanders

without health insurance
By Stephanie Klapper

Marylanders without health insurance who are concerned about the coronavirus,
COVID-19, now have the opportunity to enroll in health coverage thanks to a spe-
cial enrollment period that Governor Larry Hogan and the Maryland Health Con-
nection have created in response to the growing coronavirus public health crisis.

From March 16 to April 15, 2020, uninsured Marylanders will be able to enroll
in health coverage through the Maryland Health Connection, Maryland's official
health insurance marketplace. Last year, nine in 10 Marylanders who enrolled quali-
fied for financial assistance, making the coverage affordable for most people.

While Medicaid enrollment is open all year round, private insurance enrollment
through the Maryland Health Connection is usually limited to six weeks toward the
end of the year, with few exceptions. That is why this special enrollment period is
so important.

During this critical time, it’s essential that uninsured Marylanders get coverage so
they can get the care they need— for their safety and for all of us.

Having health insurance and access to care will give you peace of mind during a
period of uncertainty about the threat of the coronavirus.

Don’t wait. If you need health coverage, apply as soon as possible. Go to www.mary-
landhealthconnection.gov, call 1-855-642-8572, or download the mobile app.

The Special Enrollment Period complements the new Maryland Easy Enrollment
Health Insurance Program, which empowers uninsured Marylanders to find out
their eligibility for free or low-cost health coverage by checking a box on their state
tax return. After checking the box, Maryland Health Connection will send a letter in
the mail with next steps on how to enroll. If you are uninsured, you have until April
15 to check the box on your Maryland state tax return.

I thank Governor Larry Hogan and Maryland Health Connection for their leader-
ship in creating a Special Enrollment Period for uninsured Marylanders to enroll in
quality, affordable health coverage during Maryland’s Coronavirus State of Emer-
gency. I also thank the Maryland General Assembly and Governor Hogan for con-
tinuing to build on the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (ACA) in
Maryland and to defend the ACA from federal attacks. The ACA has helped over
400,000 Marylanders enroll in health coverage so far, and without the ACA the Spe-
cial Enrollment Period would not be possible.

Maryland joins Massachusetts and Washington in creating a Special Enrollment
Period in response to COVID-19. I urge the Trump administration and every other
Governor in the country to follow our lead to help protect everyone in our nation.
Lives depend on it.

Stephanie Klapper, Deputy Director, Maryland Citizens’ Health Initiative and the
Maryland Health Care for All! Coalition. The Coalition is made up of hundreds of
faith, labor, business, and other organizations from across the state working toward
policies that create access to quality, affordable health care for all Marylanders.
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Letters to the Editor

Editor:
Re: The Hoarding Public

The coronavirus outbreak has panicked
people into hoarding food, paper
products and sanitizing compounds.

Consumers across the country are con-
ducting binge purchases of these prod-
ucts and most supermarkets are report-
ing bare shelves and difficulty in
restocking these products.

The binging activity is very un-Ameri-
can.

There is no need for people to be
stocking up on food and other supplies
that will last for a year or more. It is
reported consumers are purchasing large
quantities of toilet paper. Maybe they
should be eating less so they can cut
back on their defecation and use less
toilet paper.

My wife and I shopped twice last week

and we went through the express line of
12 items or less both times, which is
typical food shopping for us.

It is reported that some people have
been receiving their paychecks and
going to supermarkets to shop for food,
but they find empty shelves.

Supermarkets should limit the purchase
of some items so there will be enough to
go around. As a country we have to pro-
vide much better consideration for our
fellow Americans. Everyone should be
able to provide food and other essentials
to their families.

Donald Moskowitz
Londonderry, NH

IEMALL

When sending letters to the editor, your correct name, address and telephone number

must be included with your submission.

Your letter will not be published without the required information.
Please send your letter by regular mail to: Letters to the Editor

The Annapolis Times

2513 N. Charles Street, Baltimore, MD. 21218

email: btimes@btimes.com
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Rectifying underfunding in Baltimore City Public School System, Part I

By Dr. Ken Morgan

Part Il of a three-part series on Balti-
more City Public Schools funding
created under the Commission on
Innovation and Excellence known as
the Kirwan Commission. Part Il speaks
to how it will be funded.

The Commission on Innovation and
Excellence better known as the Kirwan
Commission took over the newly minted
commission in 2016.

The Commission issued a 200 plus
page final report on November 21, 2019
to the Maryland General Assembly.

Six hours of legislative hearings took
place on February 17, 2020.

Baltimore Mayor Bernard C. “Jack”
Young gave a ringing endorsement for
Kirwan funding. On February 16, 2020,
while testifying before the Education
and Appropriations Committees he said
that a poor education meant a lot of
young people needlessly dying on the
city’s streets.
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At the bill’s hearing, according to Balti-
more Sun reporters, Mayor Young said,
“When people ask me, ‘why is Kirwan so
important?’ I say it’s because for some of
our young people, having the right sup-
port is a matter of life and death.”

Young cited the bill’s requirement that
some local schools systems, including
Baltimore’s, contribute hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars that the city could ill-
afford to do.

The Kirwan funding bill passed March
6, 2020 in the House Maryland General
Assembly 96-41 based on the Kirwan
Commission Report. Aptly titled, the
Blueprint for Maryland’s Future, the
bill proposes ten years to be phased-in at
$2.8 billion; that the state pays for most
costs and local governments contribute a
much smaller amount.

Political debate continues as to sources
of state revenue regarding Kirwan fund-
ing. The ACLU of Maryland makes it
clear that it all starts with Article VIII of
the Maryland Constitution, which reads:
“The General Assembly... shall by law
establish throughout the State a thorough
and efficient System of Free Public
Schools; and shall provide by taxation,
or otherwise, for their maintenance.”

Article VIII translates into adequacy
and equity. Adequacy means, that all
Maryland students and each district get
the resources enough to equal state stan-
dards. Counties or school districts need
to provide support based on what they
can afford or local wealth.

Reporter Holden Wilen of the Balti-
more Business Journal took a swipe at
the Baltimore City Public Schools fund-
ing last May when he questioned the use
of additional funding. Between the lines,
his comments in part, spoke to the lack

of usefulness of additional financing. He
said, “City schools spent $16,184 per
pupil, according to data released by the
Census Bureau— up 6.7 percent from
last year when the school system ranked
fifth nationally. Baltimore City is the
40th-largest elementary and secondary
public school district in the U.S.” This
charge has been thrown at the BCPSS
for many years.

Gov. Larry Hogan said about Kirwan
proposed funding according to a CBS
news report: “The State should not and
can not simply increase $33 billion in
new spending that we do not have with-
out any plan whatsoever about where the
funding is going to come from.”

A more recent measure witnessed both
Democrat and Republican Maryland law-
makers soundly defeating a revenue bill
as a way to pay the State’s share for Kir-
wan funding. Montgomery County Eric
Luedtke (D) sponsored the bill. The bill
proposed to tax business and professional
services that businesses opposed. Gov.
Hogan also opposed the measure.

The Baltimore Teachers Union (BTU)
newsletter offered structural funding
sources for the state— “closing tax loop-
holes, ending giveaways to large corpo-
rations, and having the super-rich pay
their fair share of state income taxes.”

The Funding Coalition spoke to the
same point in a statement refuting
Gov. Hogan’s critiques concerning his
worry about unknown funding, the
Maryland Funding Coalition made simi-
lar remarks.

The group said in a Community United
newsletter: “We can afford to invest more
in our schools if we take a few steps to
clean up our ineffective tax code: elimi-
nate ineffective tax breaks and close loop-

holes that benefit wealthy individuals and
large corporations.”

The loose coalition includes the Balti-
more Teachers Union, CASA, AFSCME
MD, Communities United, Good Jobs
First, Maryland Center on Economic
Policy, Maryland Nonprofits, and SEITU
Local 500.

“Take revenue from the police and
police overtime to pay for BCPS’s share
of Kirwan,” said Dr. Jay Gillen, a long-
time Algebra Project facilitator and edu-
cator who offered one source regarding
Baltimore City’s share.

Goucher College’s Mileah Kromer,
director of the Sarah T. Hughes Field
Politics Center at Goucher, released a
survey recently regarding Kirwan fund-
ing. The survey revealed that even
though, a majority of people support the
plan, 51 percent of those surveyed
thought that state taxes are too high to
raise revenue for Kirwan funding.

The bottom line remains. Three educa-
tion funding proposals still require pass-
ing: A $4 billion a year in state and local
Kirwan funding; a $2.2 billion pubic
school construction bill; and a $580 mil-
lion increase to Maryland historically
black colleges and universities. All
maintain some impact on Baltimore.

The Maryland General Assembly voted
on Tuesday, March 17, 2020 to approve
the Blueprint for Maryland’s Future bill
and it is now on the Governor’s desk.

If Governor Hogan rejects it, then the
General Assembly must have enough
votes to override it.

Former Coppin State University Profes-
sor, Dr. Ken Morgan is a human rights
activist. He can be reached at:
btimes@btimes.com

Want to comment on the editorials or any other story?
Please contact: The Annapolis Times
2513 N. Charles Street, Baltimore, MD 21218

Phone: 410-366-3900 Fax: 410-243-1627

email: btimes@btimes.com
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Baltimore entrepreneurs show how to build wealth through real estate investing

Py

By Stacy M. Brown

When compared to John Legend and
his wife, Chrissy Teigen; and Beyoncé
and Jay-Z; Kyara and Khalil Uqdah are
unsung and unknown in many circles.
However, the Ugdahs are undoubtedly
qualified as a Baltimore power couple.

In 2012, they started Charm City Buy-
ers and began investing in real estate.
The couple now owns more than 20
properties in Baltimore, including an
entire block where they are currently
focused on community development,
mentoring other real estate investors and
building an empire and generational
wealth.

“We got started about a year out of col-
lege and we thought it was really impor-
tant to figure out how to kind of hit the
goals we have,” Kyara Uqdah noted.
“Real estate just hit for us, and we knew
that in Baltimore, we could add a ton of
value through real estate.”

The couple realized that there were
many vacant properties that they could
obtain and makeover. Kyara says pro-
viding a “beautiful new face that main-
tains the historic charm of Baltimore
was important.”

So, they began building a portfolio, and
in just a little over eight years, the cou-
ple’s holdings have grown tremendously.

Khalil says the next logical step was to
educate other young entrepreneurs to
build their real estate empires and
wealth.

The goal of the Charm City Buyers,
which has an online wealth building
community, is to provide individuals
with “real” insights into the world of
real estate investing, according to Khalil.

“It goes without saying that the work
we’re doing here is game-changing,”

In 2012, Khalil and Kyara Uqdah started Charm City Buyers and began to invest
in real estate. They began building a portfolio, and in just a little over eight years,
the couple’s holdings have grown tremendously. Charm City Buyers seeks to
share behind the scenes information on what the couple calls “Real” on real
estate that most other investors or consultants cannot offer.

Courtesy Photo/Charm City Buyers

Khalil said. “It’s legacy changing, and it’s
generational wealth building. We’re
coaching individuals and families through
Charm City Buyers for the long term.

“We’re moving the needle on closing the
wealth gap as much as we possibly can.”

Charm City Buyers seeks to share
behind the scenes information on what
the couple calls “Real” on real estate

GREAT

Save Now On Home Security #h

Monitored by ADT® 99
the #1 home security company in the U.S.

MONITORING

ADT®24/7 Monitored Home Security Pry?,‘.?.!“

W 24/7 monitoring provides peace of mind . Ahorized
® Yard sign and window decals help deter crime 77T

m Quickly connect to fire and emergency response 1 866 368 6214

® May qualify for a homeowners insurance discount
WE’'RE AVAILABLE 24/7—CALL TODAY!

PER MONTH

BASIC SYSTEM: $99 Parts and Install. 36-Month Monitoring Agreement required at $27.99 per month (1,007.64). 24-Month Monitoring Agreement required at $27.99 per month ($671.76) for Calfforria. Offer applies to homeowners only. Basic system requires
frdine hore. Ofer alidfor new ADT Ao remer rovder csomers an nd rat o pchases fom ADT LLC. Gt be comned vithan ot ofe. The 52799 Ofercoe ot cude Qs ence lan (057, ADTs Extendd Limted Warany

For al offes,the form of payment must be by et card or electonic charg to your checking or saings account, satsactory it fistory is equired and termination fee appies. Certain packages requite approved landine phone. Local peit fees may be
veqmved Co et may apply. Addtonal monitoring fees required for some senvices. For example, Burglary, Fie, Carbon Monoxide and Emergency Alert moritoring requies putchase andior activation of an ADT secuity system with monitored Burglary, Fire,
Catbon Monore and Emergency Alr deices and are an acfos] charge, Addonal equpet may be pucised for an additonal charge. Additonal charges may apply in areas that require uard response service for municpal alam verficaton. Prces subject
1o change. Prices may vary by market. Some insurance companies offer ciscounts on Homeowner's Insurance. Please consult your insurance company. Photos are for llustrative purposes only and may not reflect the exact productsenice actual provided. Licenses:
001104, A5 CHPY 0001725 AL FOCZITST - ACOR3HD CELC 015304415, DCENISO02653. DCG0ZS16000015, OF 01312 FLEC 5003427 EC1 300380, G UA205905, A 0206 D LE 53931 112701042 N-C .- No.— 19-08088 iy of irepols
LAGO001S6,KY-Cityoflouisile: 483,LA-F1914, LA-F1915, LA-FI082, MA-1355C, MD-107-1626, ME-LM50017382, MI-3601205773, MN-TS01807,MO-Ciyof . Lovis: CC#354, St ouisCounty: 95031, MS-15007958, MI-PSP-ELS-LIC-247 NC.25310-SP-FAIY NC-1622-CSA, NE-14451,
) Burglar Alam Lc.#-NJ-34BF0003 1800, NI-353366, NV-0068518, Cty ofLas Veges: 3000008296, NY-License b the .., Department of tate UIDA12000317691, NYS #12000286451, O#-53891446, Cityof Cincinti: AC86, OK-ACI048, OR-170997, Pennsyvania Home
Improsement Contactor Registation Number: PA022999, RI-3582, RI-7508, SCBACS630, SD- 1025-7001-£T, TN-1520, TX-B13734, ACR-3492, UT-6422596-6501, VA-115120, VT-£5-2382(7C), WA-602588694/ECPROTEYHI4RS, WI-City of Milaukee: PASOLZTS, W
F-CD-NP-Q120

WV042433, WY-LV-G-21499. Indianapols, IN DEFENDERS, Inc.dba Protect Your Home

that most other investors or consultants
cannot offer. They say they have devel-
oped a proven, results-based system that
allows their business to have extraordi-
nary success in real estate investing.

“We want to teach fellow Millennials
and Gen Xers how to build a tremendous
amount of wealth in a very short period
of time,” Kyara said.

Through accelerator programs, online
and onsite workshops, consulting serv-
ices, podcasts and a “Mobilize Balti-
more Meet-Up,” Charm City Buyers’
provides several ways for others to get
started and build a real estate empire.

The most recent Baltimore Meet-Up
was held on Saturday, March 7, 2020.
The Uqdahs gave insight on how people
can creatively buy their first investment
property, and what life is like pursuing
entrepreneurship with a partner.

Charm City Buyers also provides infor-
mation about the importance of relation-
ships and networking in real estate
investing, and steps individuals can take
to become an entrepreneur. Information
about why real estate investing may not
be for everyone is offered, as well as
courses about using other people’s
money in real estate. Additionally,
Charm City Buyers offers a mentorship
program for aspiring young entrepre-
neurs.

“When we drive down the blocks of
Baltimore, we see tons of opportunity
when it comes to adding value in spaces
where property values are low or there
[are] a lot of vacancies,” Khalil said.
“So, it kind of hits a happy balance for
us between the impact and the financial
incentive we get. There’s a great oppor-
tunity to not only add value in the com-
munities in which you invest but when
you think of generational wealth, we’re
thinking about how we can make sure
that as our six-year-old daughter grows
up, she and her peers have these oppor-
tunities.”

To learn more about Charm City Buy-
ers, visit: www.charmcitybuyers.com.
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Metropolitan United Methodist Church Celebrates
versary
—

By Ursula V. Battle

This is Part 1 of a 2-Part Series on
Metropolitan United Methodist Church,
located at 1121 W. Lanvale Street in the
Harlem Park Community.

Founded by former slave Truman Pratt
in 1825, Metropolitan United Methodist
Church had outgrown several locations,
before his employer donated land in1837
to build an edifice which was erected by
free men and former slaves. It was
named Orchard Street Church. Member-
ship continued to grow, and in 1928, the
congregation purchased its present loca-
tion on West Lanvale Street. Agnes Irene
Taylor Ray, 96, was among the members
who marched from the Orchard Street
location to the Lanvale Street location.

“My great-grandmother took me to
Orchard Street Church,” she recalled. “I
hadn’t even started school at the time. I
remember the light oak benches and it
seemed to be a brightly-lighted ceiling.
It was brilliantly lit always. We came
into Metropolitan year 1928, March. I
remember standing at the Carrollton
Avenue door where you came in. Just
watching all those people march in. All I
knew was that it was a big crowd.
Everybody was happy and excited be-
cause they were going to a new church.”

She added, “This church was built on
solid ground. I reminisce about the massive
choirs, concerts, people wrapped around
the corner, and the children likewise always
happy. Children were taught to listen, and
be quiet. That was what was with us grow-
ing up as a child in this church.”

This year, Metropolitan United
Methodist Church celebrates its 195th
Anniversary. The theme for the 195th
Anniversary Celebration is: “Celebrating
The Past — Embracing The Present —
Anticipating the Future”.

“I learned to get into the Bible from
the actions of the older persons,” said
Taylor Ray, who was married at the
church. “As young children, a group of
us would sit in the balcony, and we
would see the actions of people. I saw
people run around the church and fall

Metropolitan United Methodist Church located at 1121 W. Lanvale Street in Bal-

timore is celebrating its 195th Anniversary. The church’s storied history includes
serving as a central headquarters and gathering place during the Civil Rights
era. Since then, the church has served as a meeting place for the community and

several city agencies.
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Photos: Ursula V. Battle

This stunning stained glass is among those you will find at the historic church.

out prostrate. I would pray for them until
I realized what it meant. I didn’t realize
what it meant until it happened to me. It
was my conversion. My Lord what a

j0y.”

She added, “They were opening the
doors of the church and all the while, my
ears began to burn. I saw sunrays. There

I stood alone at the alter and tears were
running down my eyes like a watershed.
All of a sudden something jumped out-
side of me and stood beside me at that
altar. I looked at everybody, and they
were all beautiful. When I looked up and
saw my mother coming down the aisle, |
became filled with love for everybody. It

was such a joyous experience. It only
happens once. I really know my God is
real.”

Margaret J. Lowry is 99-years-old.

“I came after the church came from
Orchard Street,” said Lowry, who will
turn 100 this year. “I was seven-and-a-
half years old. T have been a member all
my life. We had a wonderful congrega-
tion. We had so many people in our
sanctuary, we had to bring chairs up
from downstairs. On Saturdays, most
people did their cooking so they could
be in church Sunday.”

She added, “ We had a well-baby
clinic and cots here during The Great
Depression. In the 1960s when rioting
took place, people came to this church.
The parsonage and the balcony were
opened. It was like a home.”

Metropolitan United Methodist Church
also served as a central headquarters and
gathering place during the Civil Rights
era. Since then, the church has served as
a meeting place for the community and
several city agencies.

The Rev. Dr. Howard W. Hinson, 83, is
the Lead Pastor of Metropolitan United
Methodist Church.

“It’s a glorious experience,” said Dr.
Hinson who has served as pastor for
three years. “I grew up in the conference
that this church was in for many years,
and I knew many of the former pastors
here. This church has had a history, and
from what I have read, Metropolitan was
the first mega church in the city of Balti-
more.”

In celebration of its 195th Church An-
niversary, Metropolitan United
Methodist Church was scheduled to hold
an Anniversary Banquet on Friday,
March 20, 2020 from 6 p.m. until 9 p.m.
at The Forum Caterers on Primrose Av-
enue. Metropolitan was also to hold its
Church Anniversary Worship Service at
10:30 a.m. on Sunday, March 22, 2020.
In lieu of the coronavirus state of emer-
gency in Maryland, both events have
been postponed.

For more information call (410) 523-
1366.

Coming Next Week: Part 2.
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Brooke Monroe Conaway
Baltimore Area Internet Sensation Appears on NBC’s ‘Little Big Shots’

By Dareise A. Jones

When you see the viral videos of Cor-
nell “Chico” Conaway and his daughter
Brooke Monroe Conaway, you can’t
help but feel good inside. Their bond
and love for each other is infectious.
You feel it when they sing old school
Hip Hop and R&B songs together—
with Brooke singing along with fierce
emotion— and in all the hilarious
moments they share online.

Conaway, a Baltimore native and owner
of Gainz Sports Gear, says he has been
filming his daughter since the day he and
his wife brought her home from the hospi-
tal. Brooke loves being in front of the
camera and it became their time to bond
and have fun. He had no idea they would
become Internet sensations and a positive
daddy-daughter image for many.

“Black fathers get a bad rep for not
being in their child’s life,” said
Conaway, who loves that their videos
are helping to change that narrative.

A few years ago, Cornell started shar-
ing his love for old school music with
his daughter and challenged her to learn
the words to Run DMC’s ‘I’'m Black and
I’m Proud.” He was in awe when he saw
that she had memorized the lyrics and
performed it with passion.

Last year on Mother’s Day, Brooke and
her Sidekick— the affectionate name for
her dad on their YouTube channel—
posted a video of them singing “I’'m
Every Woman.” Not only did it get the
attention of Chaka Khan, but the Oprah
Magazine, Jill Scott, Common and a host
of other notable celebrities loved it and
reposted it. This viral video led to her
appearance on NBC’s ‘Little Big Shots,’ a
show that features talented and extraordi-

Cornell “Chico” Conway has been filming his daughter Brooke Monroe Conway since the day he and his wife brought her

home from the hospital. She loves being in front of the camera and it became their time to bond and have fun. He had no idea
they would become Internet sensations and a positive daddy-daughter image for many. (Above) Cornell “Chico” Conaway

kisses his daughter Brooke Monroe Conway.

Courtesy Photo/NBC’s “Little Big Shots”

nary kids from around the world.

Conaway says it was a rigorous
process for her to get on the show.

“So many kids go viral. Brooke had to
do solo Skype sessions [with the produc-
ers] to see if she had the same personality
on camera by herself,” Conaway said.

And, she did. She is a natural actress
and performer but her parents are mak-
ing sure she is learning her craft by hav-
ing her take acting lessons via Skype

We love to hear from our readers!
Connect with us:
Facebook.com/TheBaltimoreTimes

Twitter: @Baltimore_Times
Instagram: (@thebaltimoretimes

with a star from ‘Scandal.” The seven-
year old, second grade honor roll student
says her experience on ‘Little Big Shots’
was exciting.

“I got to make everybody happy. I got
to be in front of a live audience so every
body can know what I can do, and I got
to talk to Melissa McCarthy and make
friends from all around the world,”
Brooke said.

These fun moments between the

daddy-daughter duo have become the
start of Brooke’s journey into profes-
sional acting, singing and performing.
Brooke and her father are signed with
the Stewart Talent Agency. She is cur-
rently auditioning for television and
movie roles, and we can’t wait to see
what this star in the making does next.
Follow Brooke’s journey @iambrooke-
monroe and on the Conaway’s You Tube
channel “Brooke and her Sidekick.”

\/Cleanings \/X-rays

dental50plus.com/MDDC

6154-0120

Dental Insurance

Get dental insurance from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company to help
cover the services you're most likely to use -

\/Fillings
1-855-337-5228 |

Call now 4o getHiis FREE Information KiH

Product not available in all states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete
details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-888-799-4433 or respond for similar
offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: PISOGA; NY: PISONY; OK: PISOOK; TN: PISOTN).

\/Crowns

\/Dentures

Page 8

The Annapolis Times, March 20 - 26, 2020 (www.baltimoretimes-online.com)

Positive stories about positive people!



Ravens look to bolster run defense

By Tyler Hamilton

The Baltimore Ravens season ended
with a humiliating 28-12 loss to the
Tennessee Titans at M& T Bank Sta-
dium in the divisional round of the
playoffs. During the game, Titans run-
ning back Derrick Henry powered his
way to 195 yards on 30 carries.

Ravens GM Eric DeCosta made it a
point to add reinforcements to their run
defense during the offseason. DeCosta
agreed to send a fifth-round pick in the
2020 NFL Draft to the Jacksonville
Jaguars in exchange for defensive line-
man Calais Campbell. Campbell agrees
to a two-year, $27 million extension
with Baltimore after the trade.

Bringing Campbell aboard gives the
Ravens one of the most disruptive inte-
rior players in the league. He was voted

to this year's game after producing 6.5
sacks, 10 tackles for loss, and two
forced fumbles.

Campbell will blow up plays in the back-
field by getting to the quarterback and

Calais Campbell has agreed to a two-year, $27 million contract extension with
the Baltimore Ravens after a trade with the Jacksonville Jaguars for a fifth-
round pick in the 2020 NFL Draft. (Above) The 2020 Pro Bowl Defensive MV P
Calais Campbell and Offensive MVP Lamar Jackson holding the MV'P trophy.
Courtesy Photo/NFL.com

To Our Readers

We are experiencing challenging times. Our country has faced
many events like this one and we have always come through —
this time will be no different. We are a resilient people. Please
listen to the experts: wash your hands, practice social distanc-
ing, stay away from groups - you know the drill! Please visit our
site baltimoretimes-online.com as it is full of information about
prevention.

We would like you to tell us how you are coping? Are you
singing like the ltalians? Baking like | feel like doing when snow
bound? (an old feeling from my days as a teacher) Are you
working from home and contending with children at the same
time?

Are you using the opportunity to clean out those closets you
have been promising to do for the last ten years? Cooking new
recipes with the spices you bought last year and never used?
Getting to know your relatives and remembering why you love
them?

Whatever you are doing we want to know!

Email me videos, photos or stories for
baltimoretimes-online.com, FaceBook and Instagram
Send them to jbramble @btimes.com

more importantly taking down running

backs behind the line of scrimmage.
While in Jacksonville, he wreaked

havoc against the Titans. He was

especially devastating in their firsten-
counter when he posted three sacks in
the Jaguars 20-7 win over Tennessee.

The Ravens will look for that kind of
production from Campbell if they have
to face the Titans again in the playoffs.

Campbell will instantly be a locker
room leader on a team that has been
known for adding timely veteran
defensive players over the years.

In another move to bolster their run
defense, the Baltimore Ravens agreed
to terms with former Los Angeles Rams
defensive lineman Michael Brockers.
He signed to a three-year, $30 million
deal Monday night.

Brockers has been considered one of
the best run defenders over the past few
seasons as shown by his 54 or more
tackles in each of the last three years.

The 6-foot-5, 305-pound defensive
tackle was selected by the Rams with
the 14th pick in the 2012 draft.

Brockers will team with Campbell and
Brandon Williams to form a wall that
opposing running backs will have to
deal with on game day.

Count on running the ball being one
of the hardest things to do against the
Ravens defense this season.

Lutheran
Mission
Society

Alan Amrhine, Communications Director
Lutheran Mission Society

“MDDC has connectetd donors with the
LIMS Vehicle Donation Program
for over six vears?! Great exposure,
cost effective, and Wanda is so helpful.”

Call Wanda: 410-212-0616
wsmith@mddcpress.com
Local touch, infinite reach.

Your advertising resource
£ MDDG

“wwmadcresom PSS

bookprize.com.

2020 Grateful American Book Prize

The Grateful American Book Prize is now accepting submissions.
The award is given each year to authors who have created
outstanding works of historical fiction or non-fiction, for seventh
to ninth graders. Books published between August 1, 2019 and July
31, 2020 are eligible. The winner will receive $13,000; two addi-
tional authors will get "Honorable Mention acknowledgements

of $500 each. For more information, visit: www.gratefulamerican-
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CLASSIFIEDS

AUTO’S WANTED

MISCELLANEOUS

MEDICAL & HEALTH WELLNESS

AMERICAN & FOREIGN CARS $$
PAYING CASH $$ For Classic &
Collector Cars 717-577-8206

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! 2002 and
newer! Any Condition. Running or Not. Com-
petitive Offer! Free Towing! We’re Nation-
wide! Call Now: 1-888-416-2330.

[WANTED] CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!!
All Makes/Models 2002-2018! Any Condi-
tion. Running or Not. Competitive Offer!
Free Towing! We’re Nationwide! Call Now:
1-888-368-1016

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

DISH TV $59.99 FOR 190 Channels +
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free Installa-
tion, Smart HD DVR Included, Free Voice
Remote. Some restrictions apply. 1-855-
270-5098.

TRAVEL

DISCOUNT AIR TRAVEL. Call Flight
Services for best pricing on domestic &
international flights inside and from the
US. Serving United, Delta, American &
Southwest airlines. Call for free quote
now! Have travel dates ready! 855-638-
3462

FINANCIAL

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR MORE
ON YOUR TAXES? Stop wage & bank
levies, liens & audits, unfiled tax returns,
payroll issues, & resolve tax debt FAST.
Call 888-626-3581

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any Condi-
tion Vehicle, 2000 and Newer. Nation’s
Top Car Buyer! Free Towing From Any-
where! Call Now: 1- 800-864-5960.

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels +
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free Installa-
tion, Smart HD DVR Included, Free
Voice Remote. Some restrictions apply
1-833-872-2545

BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR!
We edit, print and distribute your work
internationally. We do the work... You
reap the Rewards! Call for a FREE
Author’s submission Kit: 866-951-7214

SAVE BIG on HOME INSURANCE!
Compare 20 A-rated insurances compa-
nies. Get a quote within minutes. Average
savings of $444/year! Call 866-695-8390!
(M-F 8am-8pm Central)

Only the Highest quality CBD products
from AceWellness! We guarantee highest
quality, most competitive pricing on CBD
products. Softgels, Oils, Skincare, Vape &
more. Coupon Code: PRINT20 1-855-
681-3113

Disabled and unable to work? Bills begin-
ning to pile up? Call Citizens Disability!
We can help you get the benefits you
deserve. Call 800-804-5883 Today!

INSURANCE

SAVE BIG on HOME INSURANCE!
Compare 20 A-rated insurances compa-
nies. Get a quote within minutes. Average
savings of $444/year! Call 877-270-4283!
(M-F 8am-8pm Central)

Reach millions of homes nationwide with one easy,
affordable buy in the NANI Network!

For more information, go to: www.afcp.org/nani

DIRECTV NOW. No Satellite Needed.
$40/month. 65 Channels. Stream Break-
ing News, Live Events, Sports & On
Demand Titles. No Annual Contract. No
Commitment. CALL 1-866-825-6523

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month w/12-
mo agmt. Includes 1 TB of data per month.
Get More For Your High-Speed Internet
Thing. Ask us how to bundle and SAVE!
Geo & svc restrictions apply. Call us today
1-888-796-8850

HEALTH & FITNESS

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 100
Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00 FREE
Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL
NOW! 888-445-5928 Hablamos Espanol

FOR SALE

SELLING A FARM OR HOUSE? Adver-
tise it here and neighboring publications.
We can help you. Contact MACnet
MEDIA @ 800-450-6631 or visit our site
at MACnetOnline.com

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY
USERS! Inogen One G4 is capable of
full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8
pounds. FREE information kit. Call 877-
929-9587

Recently diagnosed with LUNG CAN-
CER and 60+ years old? Call now! You
and your family may be entitled to a SIG-
NIFICANT CASH AWARD. Call 877-
648-6308 today. Free Consultation. No
Risk.

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 polls for $99.
100 pills for $150. FREE shipping.
Money back guaranteed! 1-844-596-4376

DENTAL INSURANCE. Call Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company for details.
NOT just a discount plan, REAL coverage
for 350 procedures. 888-623-3036 or
http://www.dental SOplus.com/58 Ad# 6118

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Stay in your home longer with an Ameri-
can Standard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive
up to $1,500 off, including a free toilet,
and a lifetime warranty on the tub and
installation! Call us at 1-855-534-6198

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SELL YOUR ANTIQUE OR CLASSIC CAR. Advertise with us. You choose
where you want to advertise. 800-450-6631 visit macnetonline.com for details.

Have an Event coming up? Need to promote it. Advertise with us, Community
Papers who reach the audience you need. Give us a call at 800-450-6631

EDUCATION/CAREER TRAINING

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get FAA approved hands on Aviation training. Financial
Aid for qualified students - Career placement assistance. CALL Aviation Institute of
Maintenance 888-686-1704

MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEEDED! Train at home for a career as a Med-
ical Office Professional at CTI! 1-833-766-4511 AskCTI.com

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING PROGRAM! Train at home to become a Computer
& Help Desk Professional now! Call CTI for details! 888-449-1713 (M-F 8am-6pm

ET)
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Selling, buying, hiring?
ADVERTISE HERE!

Call: 410-884-4600 or visit www.placeanad.baltimoresun.com

Professional Services 7o Place Your Ad Call 410-884-4600 Today!

— Vacuum Cleaners serviced « All makes & models
THE BEST QUALITY PAINTING Interested in placing your ad on E ¢ Kub & deli
Interior/Exterior Starti t: i ;
R°r;:\7\:sm'rk$5); ser-"gl ingacfv'vr;g.i : ng rvrlg':e;:lgzr;al , rf:e estimates, free pickup & de |ver w 4.-0"""""
Licenosred ignl\(/alD ¥or \ggi/r:ars ! T | 94 years of service i kY . 4
Chris & Mike Levero 1924-2018 | -
Bonded & Insured ///
Free Estimates @-ECT,“?% LT . iy —o_|
FIVE STAR HOME SERVICE O, - e,
410-661-4050 Our showroom & service dept. ! Your Carppet Will look Grea‘; Again! |
410-744-7799 V: 1702 Joan Ave, Balto 21234 | gogujar $39.99 $ 99 |
WWW.fI!\\Za’-s’{‘gme?‘;/gﬁd.com Please call 1-800-884-8797 L41 0-882-1027 » Anyvac.com . §P_ES' f\l'_ _1__9_ .

The Annapolis Times
Classifieds work for you!

1-800-384-8797
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Play Multiplier
Scratch-Offs

Multiply your winnings up to $100,000

Please play responsibly. For help, visit mdgamblinghelp.org or call
1-800-GAMBLER. Must be 18 years or older to play.
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