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Baltimore filmmaker documents grandparents’ travel in RV 

during Civil Rights Era

Carla Joelle Brown is nearing completion of a new film that documents her grandparents’ journey in a RV around the country in the 1960s— during the heart of the
civil rights movement when racism and discrimination made such travel nearly impossible for African Americans. (See article on page 7)  Photo Credit: Sarah Nelson
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By Nsenga K. Burton, Ph.D. 
NNPA Newswire Culture and 
Entertainment Editor

Coronavirus or Covid-19 or “rona” as

some are calling it will kill you. You

may have seen some of the conspiracy

theories, myths or outright lies floating

around the internet stating that black

folks cannot get coronavirus. You may

have the false belief that those with

“melanin poppin’” cannot get this

deadly virus or if they get it, will not die

from it. Stop the madness. 

Actor Idris Elba, NBA stars on multiple

teams, and black folks in your everyday

life have it. You may have heard the sad

case of retired nurse Pat Frieson, 61,

who became the first casualty of the

virus in Illinois. What looked like an

asthma attack has now been classified as

coronavirus. Frieson has a sister in the

same hospital also suffering from the

same symptoms and now fighting for

her life. Frieson and her sister are black. 

Ives Green. a 58-year-old runner, and

award-winning Special Olympics athlete,

became the first person in Louisiana to die

from coronavirus. He lived in a facility for

people with developmental disabilities

and had limited  exposure to people from

outside of the facility. His family is still

trying to figure out how someone seem-

ingly in great health, contracted coron-

avirus. Green is black.

You may have heard of Dr. James Pru-

den, 71, an emergency room doctor in

Paterson, NJ, who is now in critical con-

dition after testing positive for coron-

avirus. He is a trained first responder

who is in charge of the hospital’s emer-

gency preparedness unit and lead the

hospital through the swine flu outbreak

in 2009. Dr. Pruden is now fighting for

his life and he is black.

Melanin is not Vibranium and America

isn’t Wakanda even in the Marvel Uni-

verse, so  why some black people, who

are often disproportionately impacted by

medical conditions for a myriad of rea-

sons, believe they are immune to coron-

avirus is beyond me? For those who think

Idris Elba isn’t “black, black,” the British-

born brother’s parents are from Sierra-

Leone and Ghana meaning he is African

in addition to being a black Brit which

makes him unequivocably “black, black.” 

For the record, people in 19 African

countries have tested positive for coron-

avirus and for sure they are “black black.” 

To make it plain, I’m not talking about

skin color, I’m talking about identity. If

you are African living anywhere in the

world including the continent, black

American, mixed race, biracial, Hotep,

Greek, GDI, hood, bougie, religious,

atheist or any category of black, there

isn’t a magical pill or pigment that’s

going to stop you from getting coron-

avirus if you come in contact with some-

one who has it. 

Even if you don’t think you have it,

you very well could have it and know-

ingly or unknowingly spread the virus

that may not be fatal to you but could be

fatal to others. It is called being asymp-

tomatic. Merriam-Webster’s dictionary

uses asymptomatic in the following sen-

tence to give people a better understand-

ing of the meaning of the word:

“Those measures could work slowing the

spread of the virus, which is also believed

to be spread by asymptomatic people.”

My point is coronavirus will kill you

and other black people so wash your

hands and stay away from others outside

of your home as much as possible, espe-

cially older folks. Listen to those in

power you can trust. 

If restaurants, gymnasiums and other

businesses are closed, stay away from

them. Some restaurants are still deliver-

ing and responsible gym owners are

posting at-home workouts for their

clientele on the web. I’ve also heard

folks saying only two percent of the U.S.

population will get it. For the geniuses

out there, that amounts to 6 million peo-

ple which is not a small number.

As for all of the conspiracy theories,

the rapid spread of coronavirus happens

when your President hires a science 

denier as head of Health and Human

Services who promptly cuts the CDC’s

budget on managing infectious diseases

by 80 percent and is still trying to make

more cuts to said budget. 

Oh, and suppressing important infor-

mation and holding press conferences

about coronavirus that are evasive and

filled with misinformation and flat out

lies. Just because your xenophobic Pres-

ident calls it the Chinese virus, doesn’t

mean it only impacts the Chinese. Oh,

and there are black Chinese people too

but that’s another article (see Jamaica). 

If you haven’t before, now is the time to

practice self-care. There is no conspiracy

and black people can and are dying from

this virus. Coronavirus is real and those

of us who have been historically denied

competent and compassionate healthcare

should be the most vigilant in adhering

to guidelines and mandates to prevent

the spread of the deadly virus, especially

to our most vulnerable populations. 

Nsenga K Burton, Ph.D. is the founder
and editor-in-chief of The Burton Wire.
An expert in intersectionality and media
industries, Dr. Burton is also a professor
of film and television at Emory University
and co-editor of the book, Black Women’s
Mental Health: Balancing Strength and
Vulnerability. 

Dear Black People: Coronavirus Will Kill You

Both federal and state tax deadline changed to July 15! 

Baltimore—Please don’t waste your

money on paid preparers when you can

get your taxes done for free! Tax Dead-

line Day has now been changed to July

15, 2020 so there is no need to rush to

file your taxes before April 15. If you

earned $56,000 or less in 2019, you

could qualify for free tax preparation

services from the nonprofit CASH Cam-

paign of Maryland. While the CASH

Campaign and their partners are on temporary hiatus due to the coronavirus, they

will resume taking appointments again soon. Keep Your Money - Why waste 

it on paid preparers when you can get it done for free and on time for the new July

15 deadline? For more information, visit: www.bmorefreetaxes.org or

www.cashmd.org
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Fear and loss in a time of plague
By Bill Fletcher, Jr., NNPA Newswire Contributor

The anniversary of the loss of my first-born has, by coincidence, landed right in

the middle of this time of fear and pandemic. We have witnessed, over the past

weeks, a President of the United States who perpetrated denial and lies about the

overall situation, allegedly in an effort to calm us; more likely to calm the markets.

Our collective fear rests largely in facing the unknown. We have no idea what to

expect and how severe the situation will become. The results of this plague may 

ultimately be no worse than a very bad flu, but all indications are that, at a mini-

mum, it will place severe stress on an already problematic medical system. And,

yes, people will die.

For far too long as a country, we have lived in denial regarding the ever-present

threat of pandemics. Trump was not alone in that self-deception. Scientists have

warned us that these dangers existed and, in the context of environmental catastro-

phe, the dangers associated with viral pandemics have increased. Yet, too many of

us have thought that we personally, or we-the USA, would be immune. We have 

assumed that others would suffer and die but that somehow there was a wall or

force field that protected us. Denial is easy and innocent; and seems safe.

When my wife was first pregnant, thirty-five years ago, there was nothing that

would have led us to believe that there would not be a happy ending. Yes, we knew

that there were such things as premature births and other complications. But we

were both healthy and took the pregnancy seriously. With each month, our excite-

ment grew. And then the unexpected happened and our first-born emerged alive but

too young and too undeveloped in order to survive. Three days later she was gone.

Don’t get me wrong. I am not blaming us for being naïve. I am saying that the

shock of reality threw us in ways from which we have never fully recovered. There

is a level of insecurity that emerges out of such a crisis that never completely van-

ishes because you have faced a disturbing reality: tragedy can hit in the most unex-

pected ways and the pain is excruciating.

This planet— and not just ‘America First’—is living through yet another crisis.

We regularly face wars, poverty and pestilence. But for many of us in the so-called

global North— the more developed countries— there is a tendency to believe that

immense tragedy is exceptional. Yes, it can happen, but it usually happens to some-

one else. And even when it is bad, it is temporary and well ‘they’—whoever ‘they’

is— will get over it.

We are facing a different reality with Covid-19 and economic collapse. Both are

affecting everyone, in one-way or another. We now know that all of us can be

shaken, very directly, by global tragedies. And, no, this situation is not something

that someone can just ‘get over.’ This is a situation that will take time to heal and

will necessitate a full break from denial. It will also necessitate, as Senator Sanders

and others have so eloquently articulated, solidarity rather than exclusivity.

The pain resulting from fear and loss does not completely vanish in time. Rather,

we get used to it and adjust to it. But it leaves us with a sense of insecurity that also

does not easily disappear because we have had to face a daunting fact: it can happen

here and, yes, it can happen to us.

Bill Fletcher, Jr. is the executive editor of globalafricanworker.com and a past 
president of TransAfrica Forum

Community Affairs
SBA disaster assistance

available to Maryland

small businesses impacted 

by Coronavirus 

Baltimore— The U.S. Small Business

Administration (SBA) is offering low-

interest federal disaster working capital

loans to Maryland small businesses suf-

fering substantial economic injury as a

result of the Coronavirus (COVID-19).

SBA acted under authority, as provided

by the Coronavirus Preparedness and

Response Supplemental Appropriations

Act recently signed by the President,

following a request received from Gov.

Larry Hogan March 18, 2020. The dis-

aster declaration makes SBA Economic

Injury Disaster Loans (EIDL) assistance

available in the entire Commonwealth.

“SBA is strongly committed to provid-

ing the most effective and customer-

focused response possible to assist

Maryland small businesses with federal

disaster loans. We will be swift in our

efforts to help these small businesses 

recover from the financial impacts of

COVID-19,” said Administrator Car-

ranza. 

Eligibility is based on the financial 

impact of the COVID-19. The interest

rate is 3.75 percent for small businesses,

and 2.75 percent for private non-profit 

organizations. SBA offers loans with

long-term repayments in order to keep

payments affordable, up to a maximum

of 30 years and available to entities

without the financial ability to offset the

adverse impact without hardship.

Applicants may apply online, receive

additional disaster assistance informa-

tion and download applications at

https://disasterloan.sba.gov/ela. Appli-

cants may also call SBA’s Customer

Service Center at 800-659-2955 or

email disastercustomerservice@sba.gov

for more information on SBA disaster

assistance. Individuals who are deaf or

hard-of-hearing may call (800) 877-

8339. Completed applications should be

mailed to U.S. Small Business Adminis-

tration, Processing & Disbursement

Center, 14925 Kingsport Road, Fort

Worth, TX 76155.

The deadline to apply for an EIDL in

the state of Maryland is December 21,

2020. For more information about

COVID-19, visit: Coronavirus.gov. 

For information about SBA resources

and services, visit: SBA.gov/coron-

avirus. 

We love to hear from our readers! Connect with us:
Facebook.com/TheBaltimoreTimes

Twitter: @Baltimore_Times
Instagram: @thebaltimoretimes



By Wisdom Cole
National Organizing Manager,
NAACP, Youth & College Division

As a millennial in 2020, this will be the

third time the Census has occurred in my

lifetime. The first time it happened I was

six-years-old in the first grade and my

mother was pregnant with my baby sis-

ter. I remember the Census distinctively

because they would play the Census

commercials over and over while I was

watching Nickelodeon. 

My mother had to still work while she

was pregnant as well as raise me and my

younger brother with the help of my

grandmother who had just came Nigeria

to help with the pregnancy. 

Sometimes my mother would have to

leave us at home when she had to work

long hours and both her and grandma

did not like opening the door for

strangers. I would be home watching

cartoons after school hearing the Census

volunteers knock on the apartment door

multiple times, and even though we

were home, we would never answer. If I

really think about it, I am very unsure if

my changing family at the time was

counted in the 2000 Census.

The last time the census happened in

2010, I was a 16-year-old high school

student and I made sure that we defi-

nitely did a better job of filling out the

census that year. I remember actually

filling it out together with my mom, and

what caught my eye about the census

that year was the questions they asked

about race. 

I did not think the question was inclu-

sive at all of anyone who was an African

immigrant and identifying their country

of origin. I could see how confusing it

could be for someone still forming their

understanding of their identity in Amer-

ica or still on the pathway to citizenship.

I share these Census stories because as

the 2020 Census is quickly approaching,

I applaud all the ways the Census 

Bureau has made the Census more 

accessible, but I recognize that there is

still so much work to be done to ensure

that everybody is counted. You can com-

plete the census online, by mail or in

person, which is great for young people

living life on the next flight like myself. 

Like many other millennials, I am not

constantly checking my mail unless I’m

expecting something from Amazon, and

I’m not home waiting for someone to

come to my house unless we planned to

meet there. The online option of the cen-

sus works for me but I understand that it

does not work for all of us. There are

communities with limited access to the

Internet, single parent households where

the provider has to work long hours, and

immigrant families that are unsure of the

information that is necessary to provide. 

These communities classified as “hard-

to-count” are in fact some of the most

necessary to be counted as the lack of

resources for hospitals, public safety,

and school infrastructure would impact

them the most. 

There is over $675 billion in federal

funding tied to this year’s census count

and we cannot go through another cen-

sus like the one in 2010, where over

800,000 black people were not counted

and we missed out in the Census, cost-

ing our community over $16 million

dollars. We must think about the future

of the black community both present and

those to be born in the next decade. This

federal funding will be necessary for the

world all people including young black

people will be growing up in.

The NAACP as well as our collation of

partners through the racial equity anchor

collaborative, have taken the initiative to

GET OUT THE 2020 COUNT. 

We recognize that there are multiple

factors that will inhibit a complete and

accurate count of the census, so we are

urging all of our members, activists, and

allies to map the count. Through a very

special partnership with ESRI we are

able to identify the hard-to-count com-

munities and use our power to mobilize

our friends, families, and loved ones to

be counted so that all of our needs are

seen and heard in the 2020 Census.

For more information about what you

can do to make sure everyone is counted

in the 2020 census, visit makemyfamily-

count.org/mapthecount.
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We Count Too

“The last time the census happened in 2010, 
I was a 16-year-old high school student and 
I made sure that we definitely did a better 

job of filling out the census that year. 
I remember actually filling it out together 

with my mom, and what caught my eye 
about the census that year was the questions 

they asked about race.” 



By Stacy M. Brown

The Children’s Guild Alliance, a 

nonprofit organization serving children,

families and child-serving organizations,

will honor Guy E. Flynn and Nupur

Parekh Flynn with the 2020 Sadie Award

for their leadership in innovation and

philanthropy.  

The Sadie Award recognizes people

who embody the organization’s spirit

and vision of making the seemingly 

impossible possible.

Guy E. Flynn practices law at DLA

Piper, one of the world’s largest law

firms, where he serves as chairman of

the firm’s Maryland real estate practice

and partner-in-charge of the firm’s Balti-

more office. 

Nupur Parekh Flynn is considered

among the foremost women in the Balti-

more area whose skills in board leader-

ship have gained respect throughout the

region. She serves as a trustee of

LifeBridge Health; a trustee of the Balti-

more Museum of Art; and a trustee of

the Open Society Institute – Baltimore.

She is actively involved with the United

Way of Central Maryland. 

“The Sadie award is very special,” Guy

Flynn told the Baltimore Times. “My wife

and I are very philanthropic people, par-

ticularly when it comes to issues 

involving children. We think there’s a

tremendous need around those issues and

the well-being of children, and, in addi-

tion to the arts, we’ve focused our philan-

thropic efforts on children’s issues.”

Flynn noted that, initially, The Chil-

dren’s Guild wasn’t a familiar organiza-

tion to him and his wife. But, after

researching the nonprofit, the couple

was “blown away by the depth of the

work they do and how long a period

they’ve been in this space.”

“We really thought that this is a worthy

organization and one that has done a lot

of good work in the community, so we

are thrilled,” Flynn said. 

Recognized globally as a top lawyer,

Guy Flynn serves as a trustee and board

president of The Walters Art Museum.

He also serves as a trustee and executive

committee member of the Baltimore

Community Foundation; a trustee of the

Living Classrooms Foundation; a direc-

tor of Maryland Legal Aid; a governor

of The Center Club; and a member of

the Baltimore City Ethics Board.

“Part of the legacy of DLA Piper, and

I’ve spent my entire career at the firm, is

the tremendous legacy of giving back,”

Flynn said. “While being an extraordi-

nary group of lawyers and civic leaders,

we have to set an example of finding the

time to practice law at the highest level

but also taking our roles as leaders in so-

ciety very seriously. We live, work, and

play in the city in which the issues that

we all confront exists. It would be folly

not to address them head-on to the best

of one’s capability.”

Flynn and his wife were raised in a

similar fashion, which included the 

inculcation of philanthropy.

“I was raised by people who were pro-

fessionals. My father was an immigrant

from Jamaica, who came to the U.S. to

attend medical school at Howard Uni-

versity,” Flynn said. “He became a suc-

cessful radiologist in Howard County,

and my mother was very successful in

business. In both cases, they instilled the

idea of excellence, the same characteris-

tics at DLA Piper. They also demon-

strated the need to give back and help

people.

“My wife’s parents immigrated from

India, and they raised her and her sister

as very philanthropic people. My late 

father-in-law worked at Morgan State

University, and he was very much a part

of that circle of African American men

and women who contributed to a lot of

good civic works. 

“My mother-in-law was a beautiful 

Indian woman who taught at Coppin

State, Baltimore City Community Col-

lege, and in prisons. She was an artist who

enjoyed donating art to those less fortu-

nate.

“My wife and I were raised the same

way, and we view each other as ampli-

fiers of this mission of ours where the

idea is to do as much good for as many

people as we can.”
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Baltimore area philanthropic couple to receive Sadie Award
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Alliance, a nonprofit organization serving children, families and child-serving
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By Stacy M. Brown

Carla Joelle Brown is nearing comple-

tion of a new film that documents her

grandparents’ journey in a RV around the

country in the 1960s— during the heart of

the civil rights movement when racism and

discrimination made such travel nearly im-

possible for African Americans.

Growing up, Brown says she was riv-

eted by stories from her grandparents,

Baltimore residents Benjamin and Frances

Graham, about their travels. She knew it

was unusual for them to traverse the nation

because they were African American. 

When the Graham's started their jour-

ney, President Johnson had just signed

the Voting Rights Act of 1965, and the

Watts Riots had erupted in California. 

“My grandparents were unintentional

civil rights pioneers when they traveled

across the country by RV,” said Brown,

who received her bachelor's degree in

1998, and a master's in fine arts in 2001

from the University of Maryland, College

Park. “This was a year after the signing of

the Civil Rights Act [of 1964], which pro-

hibited racial segregation in public accom-

modations, and the same week of the

signing of the civil rights Voting Rights Act

and eruption of the Watts riots.”

To put the complexities involved in the

journey into further perspective, Brown's

grandparents had no prior camping ex-

perience. 

They were accompanied by their three

small children and embarked on their

maiden voyage to the New York World's

Fair in their newly purchased 17' Star-

dust RV Trailer. 

In the end, they traveled for 35 years,

in three trailers, while racking up more

than 94,000 miles, spending $32,600,

and visiting every state but two.

Brown captures the adventure in the

new documentary titled, “Everyone But

Two: The Life, Love & Travel of Ben-

jamin and Frances Graham.”

“My grandfather kept a travel log, and

I decided that I wanted to retrace their

steps,” Brown said, adding that she plans to

complete the journey by going to the few

places her grandparents didn't.

The film will examine how the RV

lifestyle allowed her grandparents to

break barriers and travel to predomi-

nantly white spaces of the outdoors in a

racially divided America.  

“My grandparents met a lot of friends

who were white and they have managed

to stay in touch over the years,” said

Brown, who has worked for nearly 20

years in Baltimore, examining themes of

gender, race, and family. “It was a counter-

narrative to what you might think.”

In retracing her grandparents' journey,

Brown noted that she wanted to see what

it was about their travels that made the

couple inseparable, and also discover

what inspired them to throw caution to

the wind as though they were the only

two people in the world. 

“Most importantly, I wanted to truly

understand how the simple act of physi-

cally being in the predominantly white

spaces of the outdoors broke barriers in

a racially divided America,” she said. 

Today, the notion of African Ameri-

cans traveling across the country in an

RV remains unusual, Brown said.

“I want people to take away from this

film that there are people out there that

look like me, people of color, and see

themselves out there doing this,” she

said. “There is so much out there in this

country to see, and we're paying tax dol-

lars for it. There are some African Amer-

icans traveling by RV, but you really

have to be in the right place at the right

time to witness it. And in general, I don't

see that many people of color exploring

the outdoors.”

To view the trailer for Brown’s docu-

mentary, visit:

www.everyonebuttwo.com.

Baltimore filmmaker documents grandparents’ travel in RV
during Civil Rights Era

Frances and Benjamin Graham with daughters, Old Orchard Beach, Maine in 1965.
Photo Coutesy: Grahams

Carla Joelle Brown retraced steps of  her grandparents’ journey around the country. Above left, Carla revisited Hermits
Rest, Grand Canyon, Arizona in 2018. (Photo: Thomas A. Huggins). Above Right: Frances Graham at Hermits Rest,
Grand Canyon in 1989. (Photo Courtesy: Grahams)

Benjamin and Frances Graham, in 1970.
Photo Coutesy: Grahams. 
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BASIC SYSTEM: $99 Parts and Install. 36-Month Monitoring Agreement required at $27.99 per month ($1,007.64). 24-Month Monitoring Agreement required at $27.99 per month ($671.76) for California. Offer applies to homeowners only. Basic system requires 
landline phone. Offer valid for new ADT Authorized Premier Provider customers only and not on purchases from ADT LLC. Cannot be combined with any other offer. The $27.99 Offer does not include Quality Service Plan (QSP), ADT’s Extended Limited Warranty. 
GENERAL: For all offers, the form of payment must be by credit card or electronic charge to your checking or savings account, satisfactory credit history is required and termination fee applies. Certain packages require approved landline phone. Local permit fees may be 
required. Certain restrictions may apply. Additional monitoring fees required for some services. For example, Burglary, Fire, Carbon Monoxide and Emergency Alert monitoring requires purchase and/or activation of an ADT security system with monitored Burglary, Fire, 
Carbon Monoxide and Emergency Alert devices and are an additional charge. Additional equipment may be purchased for an additional charge. Additional charges may apply in areas that require guard response service for municipal alarm verifi cation. Prices subject 
to change. Prices may vary by market. Some insurance companies offer discounts on Homeowner’s Insurance. Please consult your insurance company. Photos are for illustrative purposes only and may not refl ect the exact product/service actually provided. Licenses:
AL-19-001104, AR-CMPY.0001725 AZ-ROC217517, CA-ACO6320, CT-ELC.0193944-L5, DC-EMS902653, DC-602516000016, DE-07-212, FL-EC13003427, EC13003401, GA-LVA205395,IA-AS-0206, ID-ELE-SJ-39131, IL-127.001042, IN-C.P.D. Reg. No. – 19-08088, City of Indianapolis: 
LAC-000156, KY-City of Louisville: 483, LA-F1914, LA-F1915, LA-F1082, MA-1355C, MD-107-1626, ME-LM50017382, MI-3601205773, MN-TS01807, MO-City of St. Louis: CC#354, St. Louis County: 95091, MS-15007958, MT-PSP-ELS-LIC-247, NC-25310-SP-FA/LV, NC-1622-CSA, NE-14451,
NJ Burglar Alarm Lic. # -NJ-34BF00021800, NM-353366, NV-0068518, City of Las Vegas: 3000008296, NY-Licensed by the N.Y.S. Department of State UID#12000317691, NYS #12000286451, OH-53891446, City of Cincinnati: AC86, OK-AC1048, OR-170997, Pennsylvania Home 
Improvement Contractor Registration Number: PA022999, RI-3582, RI-7508, SC-BAC5630, SD- 1025-7001-ET, TN-1520, TX-B13734, ACR-3492, UT-6422596-6501, VA-115120, VT-ES-2382(7C), WA-602588694/ECPROTEYH934RS, WI-City of Milwaukee: PAS-0002790, WV-
WV042433, WY-LV-G-21499. 3750 Priority Way South Dr. Indianapolis, IN 46240 ©2017 DEFENDERS, Inc. dba Protect Your Home DF-CD-NP-Q120

1-866-368-6214
WE’RE AVAILABLE 24/7—CALL TODAY!

ADT® 24/7 Monitored Home Security
   24/7 monitoring provides peace of mind
  Yard sign and window decals help deter crime
 Quickly connect to fi re and emergency response
  May qualify for a homeowners insurance discount

Save Now On Home Security
Monitored by ADT®

the #1 home security company in the U.S. 

PER MONTH

MONITORING

GREAT

LOW
PRICE

Anthony Levine 

epitomizes the 

Ravens’ way
By Tyler Hamilton

The Baltimore Ravens announced

they have agreed to a one-year deal to

bring back veteran defensive back 

Anthony Levine. This will be Levine's

ninth season in the NFL and eighth 

season with the Ravens.

Levine's reputation as a grimy, 'do

whatever it takes player' is the epitome

of the Ravens culture. He is the under-

dog, an undrafted free agent out of 

Tennessee State who spent his first two

seasons on the Green Bay Packers prac-

tice squad before joining the Ravens in

2012.

"I take pride in my hard work. I go out

there and take coaching. I give them all

that I have and they give me all that

they have, so it works out," Levine said

last March. "I've been a guy that's on the

bubble my whole career. Every year I

come in I have to make the team. I have

to prove myself every year. You're never

safe. Every year you have to come out

and show you still got it."

The Ravens promoted Levine from

their practice squad during his first sea-

son in Baltimore but he was placed on

injured reserve after his first game.

Levine recorded a tackle on special

teams in his only 2012 appearance.

Special teams would be where he 

made his mark for the Ravens. He fin-

ished second on the team with 11 tack-

les in 2013. His excellence on special

teams opened the door to playing time

on defense. Levine also made three

starts for Baltimore that season, playing

both cornerback and safety.

Progressing from special teams to a

more involved role is a path that Ravens

head coach John Harbaugh also took.

Harbaugh broke into the NFL as a spe-

cial teams coach with the Philadelphia

Eagles before adding defensive backs

coach to his resume. Naturally, Levine

is a player that Harbaugh pulls for. 

"Levine is a great leader. Anthony

Levine does a great job spearheading

special teams. He's a big veteran there,"

Harbaugh said during the Ravens end of

the season press conference. 

Levine's contribution off the field is

another area where he also epitomizes

the Ravens' approach. The Ravens’ have

long been a pillar in the Baltimore com-

munity. He has been a part of various

community outreach programs ranging

from providing coats for the homeless

and team football camps for the youth.

His foundation, 4EVERY1 Foundation

has also worked to help Baltimore.

Bringing Levine back for another sea-

son was a good move for the Ravens. It

was an effort to bring back a player that

exemplifies the gritty spirit in Balti-

more. 

Anthony Levine's reputation as a grimy,
'do whatever it takes player' is the epitome
of the Ravens culture.

Courtesy Photo/Baltimoreravens.com

Is it time to consider

mortgage refinancing?
By Christopher G. Cox
Publisher and managing editor,
www.realesavvy.com

As unsettled as the economy is cur-

rently— and it is likely to continue to be

for the foreseeable future— the time

might be right to consider refinancing

your mortgage loan.

“Maybe it’s a good time to refinance,

or maybe not,” said Donna Murphy,

deputy comptroller for compliance risk

policy in the Office of the Comptroller

of the Currency. “It depends on how far

a consumer is into their mortgage and a

lot of other factors, such as how high

their current mortgage interest rate is.”

“Answering that question depends on

what the consumer’s objective is,”

added Richard Taft, deputy comptroller

for credit risk policy, also with the

Comptroller of the Currency’s bank 

supervision policy unit. “Are they trying

to maximize their available cash? Are

they refinancing because they want to

have lower debt as they retire?” 

Answering these and other important

questions, he continued, “[It] demands a

more sophisticated approach than an-

swering a call from a loan broker who

offers to help you out with your mort-

gage or find you a lower mortgage inter-

est rate.”

Murphy notes that the consumer’s 

objectives are critical because there are

also options regarding what type of loan

is being sought. 

“If you have an adjustable rate loan

and this is a time when fixed-rate loans

are relatively low,” she continues, “you

might want to make sure your costs are

stable going forward.  That could mean

looking at the potential benefits of a 15-

or 20-year fixed-rate mortgage.”

As a way to get started in what can be a

somewhat complicated decision regard-

ing whether to refinance, Murphy sug-

gests that consumers start by seeking

advice from a bank where they have 

existing relationships.

“The key is to find someone who will

walk you through the range of products

that are available, and the pros and cons

associated with them,” she said. 

There are some helpful resources and

websites such as the Consumer Finan-

cial Protection Bureau, Murphy 

explains, which has a section on its web-

site that walks homeowners through the

different stages of the mortgage loan ap-

plication process.

Another of Murphy’s suggestions is to

consider getting estimates from at least

three different lenders of the costs and

rates associated with refinancing a loan

so that they can “comparison shop.”

“One of those three,” notes Taft, “should

probably be your current lender. If you

have a good repayment history, your

current lender might be your least 

expensive option because they have an

incentive to try to keep you.”

Both Murphy and Taft strongly warn

consumers to be aware of mortgage

scams.

“If someone cold calls you,” Murphy

said, “don’t give them information over

the phone. Go to the Internet to search

for the official website of whatever

lender you’re thinking about talking to.

Way too many people get caught in

scams where somebody is offering to 

fix your credit score or get you a quick

loan.”

Another warning offered by Bryan

Hubbard, deputy comptroller for public

affairs, who recalls the period around

2008 when many consumers refinanced

their mortgages as a way to take the 

equity out of their homes.  

“At this moment people need to look 

at what may be ahead,” said Hubbard.

“They should consider the value of the

equity in their home today and be very

careful about taking out cash and using

it in a way that does not improve their

financial condition or the value of the

property.

“We don’t want to see people who are

struggling, turn their homes into ATMs.” 
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MISCELLANEOUS

CLASSIFIEDS 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

EDUCATION/CAREER TRAINING

HOME IMPROVEMENT

TRAVEL

INSURANCE

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get FAA approved hands on Aviation training. Financial 

Aid for qualified students - Career placement assistance. CALL Aviation Institute of

Maintenance 888-686-1704

MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEEDED! Train at home for a career as a Med-

ical Office Professional at CTI! 1-833-766-4511 AskCTI.com

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING PROGRAM! Train at home to become a Computer

& Help Desk Professional now! Call CTI for details! 888-449-1713 (M-F 8am-6pm

ET)

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any Condi-
tion Vehicle, 2000 and Newer. Nation’s
Top Car Buyer! Free Towing From Any-
where! Call Now: 1- 800-864-5960.

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels +
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free Installa-
tion, Smart HD DVR Included, Free
Voice Remote. Some restrictions apply
1-833-872-2545 

BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR! 

We edit, print and distribute your work 

internationally. We do the work… You

reap the Rewards! Call for a FREE 

Author’s submission Kit: 866-951-7214

SAVE BIG on HOME INSURANCE!

Compare 20 A-rated insurances compa-

nies. Get a quote within minutes. Average

savings of $444/year! Call 866-695-8390!

(M-F 8am-8pm Central)

Only the Highest quality CBD products

from AceWellness! We guarantee highest

quality, most competitive pricing on CBD

products. Softgels, Oils, Skincare, Vape &

more. Coupon Code: PRINT20 1-855-

681-3113

Disabled and unable to work? Bills begin-

ning to pile up? Call Citizens Disability!

We can help you get the benefits you 

deserve. Call 800-804-5883 Today!

MEDICAL & HEALTH WELLNESS

FOR SALE

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY
USERS!  Inogen One G4 is capable of
full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8
pounds. FREE information kit. Call 877-
929-9587

Recently diagnosed with LUNG CAN-
CER and 60+ years old? Call now! You
and your family may be entitled to a SIG-
NIFICANT CASH AWARD. Call 877-
648-6308 today. Free Consultation. No
Risk.

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 polls for $99.

100 pills for $150. FREE shipping.

Money back guaranteed! 1-844-596-4376

DENTAL INSURANCE. Call Physicians 

Mutual Insurance Company for details. 

NOT just a discount plan, REAL coverage

for 350 procedures. 888-623-3036 or

http://www.dental50plus.com/58 Ad# 6118

HEALTH & FITNESS

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 100

Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00 FREE

Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL

NOW! 888-445-5928 Hablamos Espanol 

AUTO’S WANTED 

AMERICAN & FOREIGN CARS $$ 

PAYING CASH $$ For Classic & 

Collector Cars 717-577-8206

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! 2002 and

newer! Any Condition. Running or Not. Com-

petitive Offer! Free Towing! We’re Nation-

wide! Call Now: 1-888-416-2330.

[WANTED] CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!!

All Makes/Models 2002-2018! Any Condi-

tion. Running or Not. Competitive Offer! 

Free Towing! We’re Nationwide! Call Now:

1-888-368-1016

FINANCIAL

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

SELL YOUR ANTIQUE OR CLASSIC CAR. Advertise with us. You choose 

where you want to advertise. 800-450-6631 visit macnetonline.com for details. 

Have an Event coming up? Need to promote it. Advertise with us, Community 
Papers who reach the audience you need. Give us a call at 800-450-6631

Positive stories about positive people!

DISH TV $59.99 FOR 190 Channels +

$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free Installa-

tion, Smart HD DVR Included, Free Voice

Remote. Some restrictions apply. 1-855-

270-5098. 

DIRECTV NOW. No Satellite Needed.

$40/month. 65  Channels. Stream Break-

ing News, Live Events, Sports & On 

Demand Titles. No Annual Contract. No

Commitment. CALL 1-866-825-6523

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month w/12-

mo agmt. Includes 1 TB of data per month.

Get More For Your High-Speed Internet

Thing. Ask us how to bundle and SAVE!

Geo & svc restrictions apply. Call us today

1-888-796-8850

Stay in your home longer with an Ameri-

can Standard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive

up to $1,500 off, including a free toilet,

and a lifetime warranty on the tub and 

installation! Call us at 1-855-534-6198

Page 9

DISCOUNT AIR TRAVEL. Call Flight

Services for best pricing on domestic &

international flights inside and from the

US. Serving United, Delta, American &

Southwest airlines. Call for free quote

now! Have travel dates ready! 855-638-

3462

SELLING A FARM OR HOUSE? Adver-
tise it here and neighboring publications.
We can help you. Contact MACnet
MEDIA @ 800-450-6631 or visit our site
at MACnetOnline.com

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR MORE

ON YOUR TAXES? Stop wage & bank

levies, liens & audits, unfiled tax returns,

payroll issues, & resolve tax debt FAST.

Call 888-626-3581

SAVE BIG on HOME INSURANCE!

Compare 20 A-rated insurances compa-

nies. Get a quote within minutes. Average

savings of $444/year! Call 877-270-4283!

(M-F 8am-8pm Central)
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Legal Notice
CITY OF BALTIMORE

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

OFFICE OF ENGINEERING AND 

CONSTRUCTION

NOTICE OF LETTING

Sealed Bids or Proposals, in duplicate 

addressed to the Board of Estimates of the

Mayor and City Council of Baltimore and

marked for SANITARY CONTRACT NO.

926RR-Electrical Distribution System

Reliability Improvements, Physical Secu-

rity Upgrades & On-Site Power Genera-

tion at the Patapsco Wastewater

Treatment Plant will be received at the 

Office of the Comptroller, Room 204 City

Hall, Baltimore, Maryland until 11:00 A.M

on May 6, 2020. Positively no bids will be

received after 11:00 A.M.  Bids will be pub-

licly opened by the Board of Estimates in

Room 215, City Hall at Noon. The Contract

Documents may be examined, without

charge, at the Department of Transportation

Service Center located on the first floor of

the Harry S. Cummings Building, 401 E.

Fayette Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21202

as of March 20, 2020 and copies may be

purchased for a non-refundable cost of

$200.00. Conditions and requirements of

the Bid are found in the bid package. All

contractors bidding on this Contract must

first be prequalified by the City of Balti-

more Contractors Qualification Committee.

Interested parties should call (410) 396-

6883 or contact OBC at 4 S Frederick St.,

4th Floor, Baltimore, MD 21202.  If a bid is

submitted by a joint venture (“JV”), then

in that event, the document that estab-

lished the JV shall be submitted with the

bid for verification purposes. The Pre-

qualification Category required for bidding

on this project is F16000-Electrical. Cost

Qualification Range for this work shall be

$60,000,000.01 to $70,000,000.00. A “Pre-

Bidding Information” session will be con-

ducted in the 3rd Floor Large Conference

Room of the Office of Engineering &

Construction, Abel Wolman Municipal

Building on March 27, 2020 at 10:00 AM.

Principal items of work for this contract

include, but are not limited to:

Construct low and medium voltage under-

ground concrete ductbank with manholes

for electrical conductors, Replace low and

medium voltage electrical conductors, Re-

place motor control centers and electrical

distribution centers, Construct addition to

main substation and install additional 13 kV

switchgear, Construct masonry building to

house distribution center 6 at grit facility,

Legal Notice Legal Notice Legal Notice
Replace existing 33 KV to 13 KV step-

down transformers, 15 MW capacity (qty 2)

in main substation with 20 MW units, Pro-

vide manhole sump pump system for elec-

trical ductbank manholes, Provide third

feeder for plant from BGE.

The overall MBE goal is 6%

The WBE goal is             2%

APPROVED: 

Clerk, Board of Estimates

APPROVED:

Matthew W. Garbark

Acting Director

Department of Public Works

NOTICE TO BID

Minority Subcontractor/Supplier

Schummer, Inc. seeking Certified Minority

Subcontractors for: Mayo WRF ENR 

Decommissioning, Anne Arundel Co., MD.

Bids due in our office 4/23/20. Certified

MBE’s & WBE’s for: Excavation, Paving,

Pipelaying, Demolition, Masonry, Plumb-

ing, Electrical, Aggregates, and Trucking.

Fax quotes to:  410-798-1709. For more 

information call 410-956-8080.

To place Legal Notices in 

The Baltimore Times, 

contact: Legals Department 

Phone: 410-366-3900 

email: legals@btimes.com

SUMMONS

NOTICE TO DEFENDANTS, Sabra Spears

an individual; and DOES 1-20 inclusive.

YOU ARE HEREBY SUED BY PLAIN-

TIFF CONSUMER PORTFOLIO SERV-

ICES, INC., a California corporation.

NOTICE!  You are being sued.  The court

may decide against you without you being

heard unless you respond within 30 days.

Read the information below.

You have 30 CALENDAR DAYS after this

summons and legal papers are served on

you to file a written response at this court

and have a copy served on the Plaintiff.  A

letter or phone call will not protect you.

Your written response must be in proper

legal form if you want the court to hear your

case.  There may be a court form that you

can use for your response.  You can find

these court forms and more information at

the California Courts OnLine Self-Help

Center (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp),

your county law library, or the courthouse

nearest your.  If you cannot pay the filing

fee, as the court clerk for a fee waiver form.

If you do not file your response on time,

you may lose the case by default, and your

wages, money and property may be taken

without further from the court.

There are other legal requirements.  You

may want to call an attorney right away. If

you do not know any attorney, you may

want to call an attorney referral service. If

you cannot afford an attorney, you may be 

eligible for free legal services from a non-

profit legal services program.  You can 

locate these nonprofit groups at the Califor-

nia Legal Services Website (www.lawhelp-

california.org) the California Courts online

Self-Help Center

(www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), or by con-

tacting your local court or county bar asso-

ciation.  NOTE:  The court has a statutory

lien for waived fees and costs on any settle-

ment or arbitration award of $10,000 or

more in a civil case.  The court’s lien must

be paid before the court will dismiss the

case.  

CASE NUMBER: 

30-2018-01029792

The name and address of the court is:

ORANGE COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT

700 Civic Center Drive West

Santa Ana, CA 92701

The name, address and telephone number of

plaintiff’s attorney, or plaintiff without an

attorney, is:

NEWMEYER & DILLION, LLP

Amtoj S. Randhawa, CBN 301360

895 Dove Street, 5th Floor

Newport Beach, CA 92660

(949) 854-7000

Date:  November 05, 2018

David H. Yamaski

Clerk of the Court

Clerk, by Mary M. Johnson

Date: November 01, 2018

NOTICE TO BID

Minority Subcontractor/Supplier

Schummer, Inc. seeking Certified Minority

Subcontractors for: Town of Trappe -

Trappe Well  Addition. Prevailing Wage

Rates. Bids due in our office April 17, 2020.

Certified MBE’s & WBE’s for: Excavation,

Paving, Pipelaying, Masonry, Plumbing,

Electrical, Pipe, Well Drilling, Precast

Bldg., Pumps, Aggregates, and Trucking.

Fax quotes to: 410-798-1709 or

email: schummerinc@aol.com 

For more information call 410-956-8080.

Your local marketing experts with 
UNLIMITED REACH.
Kevin Berrier
443-508-1936
KBerrier@MDDCPress.com
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SELL IT. RENT IT. BUY IT. FIND IT…

…in The Baltimore Times Classifieds. 410-321-0247

PAINTING SERVICE

THE BEST QUALITY PAINTING

Chris & Mike Levero

410-661-4050
410-744-7799

FIVE STAR HOME SERVICE

Interior/Exterior Starting at:
Rooms - $175 • Windows - $35

Work Done by Owners
Licensed in MD for 30 years

MHIC# 10138
www.fivestarmaryland.com

Bonded & Insured

Free Estimates

Professional Services  To Place Your Ad Call 410-884-4600 Today!

PAINTING SERVICE

THE BEST QUALITY PAINTING

Chris & Mike Levero

410-661-4050
410-744-7799

FIVE STAR HOME SERVICE

Interior/Exterior Starting at:
Rooms - $175 • Windows - $35

Work Done by Owners
Licensed in MD for 30 years

MHIC# 10138
www.fivestarmaryland.com

Bonded & Insured

Free Estimates

Vacuum Cleaners serviced • All makes & models
Free estimates, free pickup & delivery

�� ����� 	
 �����
�
���������

Our showroom & service dept.

1702 Joan Ave, Balto 21234
410-882-1027 • Anyvac.com

Get one room of carpet deep cleaned
& shampooed circular dry foam

Your Carpet Will look Great Again!

Regular $39.99

SPECIAL
$1999

Aerus, Your Original Manufacturer & Authorized Provider of

Parts & Services for all 1924-2003 Electrolux Vacuums.
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WHERE

THE

MONEY

GOES.

Thanks to the support of Maryland Lottery players, this year we were able to generate over $2 billion in 
sales, award over $1.3 billion in prizes and contribute nearly $600 million to support Maryland’s education, 
safety, environment and public health. Not bad. We’d like to think we generated a few million smiles as well. 

Please play responsibly. For help, visit mdgamblinghelp.org or call 1-800-GAMBLER. Must be 18 years or older to play.
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