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Day-Night
Shade Repairs

Custom
'Boat Covers

2485 Shartlesville Road, Mohrsville
610-488-7760 or 484-955-2436

jisupholstering.com

Think Spring!?

It’s time to clean a hard winter’s
grime from your car.

We have everything
you need to restore

your car’s luster.
» Car Wash Products
» Chamois, Mitts & Towels
» Wheel Cleaners » Waxes
» Protectant Wipes » Interior Cleaners

» Carpet Stain & Spot Cleaner

» Glass Cleaners & Much More

515 Hawk Ridge Dr., Hamburg, PA 19526
= & 610-562-7838

HOURS: Monday ~ Friday 8 AM - 7 PM;
Saturday 8 AM to 3 PM; Closed Sunday

AutoPlus

AUTO PARTS

Common Symptons Of Engine Control Module Problems

The notion of vehicle mainte-
nance often conjures images of
greased-stained hands and car
hoods propped up. While profes-
sional and amateur mechanics
are still no strangers to getting
their hands dirty, vehicle mainte-
nance in the 21st century also
involves diagnosing issues that
might arise with a car's engine
control module.

WHAT IS AN ENGINE CONTROL
MODULE? An engine control
module, or ECM, serves as the
primary computer system for
many critical components in mod-
ern vehicles. ECMs essentially
serve as the brains behind the
engines, controlling everything
from fuel mixtures to emissions
controls. Sensors within the
engine send signals to the ECM,
and the ECM then uses that infor-
mation to help the car run smooth-

610.845.9591

Donald Zentey, Jr.

1202 Huffs Church Road
Barto, PA 19504
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ly. Issues that arise with the ECM
can make driving difficult and, in
some cases, impossible.

WHAT ARE SOME POTENTIAL
SIGNS OF ECM ISSUES? The
automotive  service  provider
Aamco notes that a faulty or fail-
ing ECM will exhibit various symp-
toms. However, it's important to
note that these symptoms are not
always indicative of issues with
the ECM, so when they arise dri-
vers may want to schedule
appointments with their mechan-
ics so the true culprit can be iden-
tified and the problem can be
fixed.

v PA State Inspections
& Trailer & Motorcycle

v/ Emissions
v/ Automotive Repairs
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Hankook & Falken Tires
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e CHECK ENGINE LIGHT
COMES ON: Many drivers have
experienced the dreaded check
engine light, which indicates some
type of issue with the engine. That
issue can be a failing engine com-
ponent, or it may indicate a failing
or bad ECM. A mechanic can
determine why the light has come
on.

e ENGINE PERFORMANCE
ISSUES: Even though the ECM is
a separate entity from the engine
itself, a bad or failing ECM can
affect engine performance. That's
because such ECMs throw off the
timing and fuel settings of the
engine, leading to a sudden and
noticeable reduction in engine
performance. Engine power may
be affected, and the vehicle may
experience a drop in fuel efficien-
cy and issues with acceleration.

* Vehicle will not start: A failed
ECM means the vehicle won'’t
start, as there’s nothing control-
ling the engine to tell it do so.
Failing ECMs may lead to strug-
gles starting the vehicle, and
whenever drivers experience
these issues, they should consult
their mechanics immediately so
the issue does not escalate to the
point where the engine won't start
at all.

* ERRATIC ENGINE BEHAVIOR:
A malfunctioning ECM can lead to
stalling or misfiring. These issues
are often sporadic, which may
give drivers the impression that
nothing is seriously wrong.
However, erratic engine behavior
is a strong indicator of problems
with the ECM, and these issues
should be addressed immediately.
Identifying ECM issues and
promptly addressing them can
help drivers keep their vehicles on
the road.

Maxatawny, PA
610.683.6707

100% Guaranteed

-
CERTIFIED

* PRIVATELY OWNED AND OPERATED
* PERSONAL SERVICE EVERY TIME
* COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR, BRAKES, SHOCKS, EXHAUST

AS= ) HaNKooK
AMSTIL

15801 Kutztown Rd. - Maxatawny < 610-683-6707

<

Mon.-Fri. 7:30am-5:30pm « Sat. 8am-12pm

95

any service
upt0 §79.95

any service

between §79.96 & §149.95

any service
between $149.96 & $300

Halye’s Automotive
15801 Kutztown Rd. - Maxatawny - 610-683-6707

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Offer expires 12-31-20

Vehicles require all sorts of
maintenance to operate safely
and efficiently. Contrary to popu-
lar belief, motorists need not be
amateur mechanics to keep their
vehicles running strong.

Major vehicle repairs are best
left to the professionals, but dri-
vers can learn to identify the
causes of relatively minor issues
that, if left untreated, can cause
significant damage. For exam-
ple, vehicles may exhibit certain
signs of that indicate their trans-
mission fluid needs replenishing.
In many of the following
instances, drivers may only need
to top off the transmission fluid in
their vehicles. However, if issues
persist, schedule an appoint-
ment with a mechanic.

e OVERHEATED TRANSMIS-
SION: Smoke billowing from a
car is a sight no driver wants to
see. But as bad as it may look,
smoke coming from a car may
only indicate the transmission is
overheating due to lack of fluid.
Smoke also can be indicative of
a host of other problems, so if
transmission fluid levels are not
low, consult a mechanic. Loss of
power and a burning smell also
may indicate low transmission
fluid levels.

¢ ERRATIC SHIFTING: Drivers
can notice how their vehicles
shift whether the cars or trucks
have automatic or manual trans-
missions. Transmission fluid
may be low if shifts appear to be
delayed or faster than normal or
if the vehicle appears to be slam-
ming into a new gear. The auto-
motive service provider Aamco
notes that shifting issues related
to transmission fluid may indi-
cate the presence of a leak. If
the issue disappears after refill-
ing transmission fluid but then

Signs Transmission Fluid Is Low

reappears shortly thereafter,
consult a mechanic.

¢ PAUSING WHEN ENGAGING
GEARS: A two- to three-second
pause when shifting into drive
and reverse is another indicator
that transmission fluid levels are
low. The automotive experts at
Firestone note that manual
transmissions require fluid to

any service
over $300.01
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Keeping Your Car
On The Road!

BEST STATE INSPECTION
PRICE IN TOWN!

only $3595

Halye's Automotive
15801 Kutztown Rd. » Maxatawny « 610-683-6707
With this coupon. Not valid with ofher offers or prior purchases.
Offer expires 12-31-20 wp

BUY ANY 4 TIRES, GET

S4() off ez

Halye's Automotive 0

15801 Kutztown Rd. « Maxatawny « 610-683-6707

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. :
(Offer expires 12-31-20

FULL SYNTHETIC OIL CHANGE

Halye’s Automotive
15801 Kutztown Rd. - Maratauny - 610-683-6707 |

th this coupon. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. :
Offer expires 12-31-20

4-WHEEL ALIGNMENT

Halye’s Automotive
15801 Kutztown Rd.  Maxatawny « 610-683-6707

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases.
(Offer expires 12-31-20

570%

AC PERFORMANCE SERVICE

Includes Dye For Leaks. Freon Extra.

Halye’s Automotive

With this coupon. Must present coupon. Not valid with other offer. 1
Offer expires 12-31-2020

keep gears lubricated, while
automatic transmissions rely on
fluid to create the hydraulic pres-
sure necessary to power move-
ment within the transmission.
When fluid levels are low, shift-
ing from park to drive or reverse
can take longer than it should.

* SLIPPING TRANSMISSION:
Vehicles that are not staying in
gear also may be in need of
transmission fluid. However, a
slipping transmission also may
indicate significant damage to
the transmission has already
occurred, so this issue should be
brought to the attention of a
mechanic.

Low transmission fluid levels can
contribute to various symptoms.
Keeping an eye on fluid levels
and recognizing low fluid symp-
toms can keep cars running

LOWE& MOYER

smoothly.
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Route 100 & 22 in

Sat. by Appointment

Sales - Service - Parts
Heavy Duty Towing

Fogelsville, Penna. 18051
Phone: 610.395.2072

www.loweandmoyer.com g

Mon. - Fri. 7:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.

N4

Garage Inc.

MEDIUM AND
EAVY DUTY
TRUCKS

www.windsorpress.com
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SUNIROAL &

Uniroyal Tiger Paw

FEATURES

* Highly sipe tread design with an All Season
compound

— JMIS —
AUTDMOTIVE

SERVICES, LLC

v610-682-4762 v

55 Old Bowers Road,
Mertztown, PA 19539

Located behind Bower’s Hotel

Safety & Emissions
Inspections

Defender
T&H

¢ Wide, circumferential
tread grooves
¢ DuraShield® construction

BENEFITS
¢ Reliable performance
in all seasons
¢ Evacuates water fast for
optimal traction on
wet pavement
o Offers durability and
reliability on the road.

WE HAVE THE TIRE YOU NEED

KANTNER’S

=m=es TIRE SERVICE, INC.

230 South Franklin Street, Shoemakersville

610-562-2567 www.kantnerstire.com

DURING COVID-19 EMERGENCY OUR TEMPORARY HOURS ARE:
MON. THRU FRI. 9 AM-5PM, CLOSED SAT./SUN.

¢ Take on every mile
¢ Don't sacrifice safety
¢ Drive in comfort

TIRE PRICES
All Tire Prices Include
Mounting, Balancing,

nd New

’---------------------~

We’'ll Have Your Car
In Tiptop Shape

APRIL, MAY & JUNE
INSPECTIONS DUE NOW

¢ General Repairs
¢ Emissions

Neighbors Serving Neighbors

¢ Inspections ® Tune-Ups

¢ Brakes

Free Local Pick Up & Delivery
¢ Shuttle Service

-—---\-----~

COME TO THE GUYS YOU KNOW AND TRUST...

Maxatawny
) )Automotive Center

15320 Kutztown Road, Kutztown, Pa. 19530
“FULL-SERVICE REPAIR FACILITY”
SERVICE 610-683-9460

“Honest, Reliable, Quality Service”

¢ Oil Changes
e Exhaust

Over 25 Years of Serwce ]

What Noisy Brakes May Be Tellmg You

The only noises many drivers
ever want to hear coming from
their vehicles are the sounds of
their favorite songs blasting from
their car stereos. But cars some-
times make noises that aren’t
nearly as inviting as music.
Noises that seem to pop up
when applying the brakes can be
especially scary for motorists.
No one wants to drive a vehicle
with faltering or suspect brakes,
so learning to distinguish
between the two most common
brake noises can be a wise
move for drivers.

GRINDING BRAKES - Grinding
noises indicate a serious prob-
lem with the braking system.
According to CarsDirect.com,
there are two major causes
behind the grinding noise made
by brakes. If the grinding sound
is audible when pressing on the
brake pedal, this likely because
the rotor disc is coming into con-
tact with part of the caliper. This
typically occurs because the
brake pads or rotors are
extremely worn down, causing
the steel backing of the worn out
pad to grind against the rotor. In

such instances, it is recommend-
ed to replace the brake pads
immediately.

If the grinding noise is audible
while the vehicle is in motion,
debris might be stuck inside the
brakes. Drivers might be able to
dislodge this debris by repeated-
ly moving their cars forward and
backward in a safe place, such
as a driveway. If that does not
work, have the brakes serviced
by a qualified mechanic.
SQUEALING - Many drivers are
familiar with the high-pitched
squealing sound that comes

from their vehicles or those of
fellow motorists. That squeal,
while certainly not music to the
ears, might be a good thing.
That's because some brake
pads are equipped with small
steel clips that serve as wear
indicators. When brake pads
have worn down, these devices
produce a squealing sound to let
drivers know it’s time to get new
brake pads.

But squealing can be indicative
of other things as well
Squealing noises are sometimes
heard immediately after brake
pads or rotors have been
replaced. In such instances, the
noise typically subsides within a
day or two once the pads have
been broken in.

Glazed pads also can create a
squealing sound. When calipers
stick, the brakes stay partially
applied, producing excessive
friction or heat. The heat causes
the brake pads to glaze.

No one wants to hear noises
coming from their brakes.
However, such noises are often
a car's way of telling drivers that
brakes need to be serviced.

Y 4 Wheel Alignments

*Computer Diagnostics

Recommended

Factory Maintenance

*AII General Repalrs

WELCOMING

“\J

Responsible vehicle ownership
involves taking inventory of the
automobile and ensuring it is
working at peak capacity.
Hundreds of parts work together
to keep vehicles on the road, but
quite often drivers do not look
under the hood until something
is amiss.

Routine maintenance is widely
acknowledged as a critical com-
ponent of responsible vehicle
ownership, but many motorists
may not know how to care for
their cars. Belts are one example
of components that are integral
to efficient, well-running vehi-
cles. The automotive resource
iDriveSafely.com indicates that
belts are some of the most cru-
cial moving parts in the engine.
Belts transmit power between
shafts, and all belts, from ser-
pentine belts to V-belts to timing
belts, all serve important func-
tions.

e SERPENTINE BELT: Fire-
stone® Complete Auto Care
says a serpentine belt is a long,
snaking, winding belt that keeps
parts such as the water pump,
alternator, power steering pump,
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and air condmomng runmng

smoothly. Serpentine belts
transport power to automotive
accessories. A failing serpentine
belt can cause enormous and
expensive headaches, including
overheating and loss of steering
power.

* V-BELTS: Also known as drive
belts, these are usually found in
older vehicles. Unlike serpentine
belts, which run through various
parts, V-belts run through one or
two accessories. Older cars with
many bells and whistles will
have multiple V-belts, and
should one break, it may not
cause as much of an issue as if
a serpentine belt were to falter.
e TIMING BELT: Advance Auto
Parts says that most cars have

_
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interference engines in which
the clearance between moving
parts is so small that they can
end up bumping into each other
if they’re not running on the
same timing as one another.
That is where the timing belt
comes into play. It connects the
crankshaft to the camshaft, help-
ing them stay in sync. Failing to
pay attention to a timing belt can
result in an expensive engine
repair.

Belts have finite service lives,
and heat and wear and tear are
usually their nemeses. It is
important to look for fraying or
cracking of belts. Even belts that
look new may have worn out
grooves that lose their grips on
matching  pulley  grooves.
Mechanics often use special
gauges to check belts.

Belts also may need to be
replaced due to oil or grease
contamination that can damage
the rubber or synthetic rubber. It
is important to check the owner’s
manual and seek advice from a
qualified mechanic about when
belts should be serviced.

CeLL610-763-2783 JOHN  PHONE 610-683-7833

PAUL GETZ

SALES & SERVICE
STARTERS e GENERATORS e ALTERNATORS

GENERAL REPAIR OF OLDER MODEL
CARS, TRUCKS, TRACTORS & MOWERS

CARURATOR
“We Repair or Rebuild Units”
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AUTOMOTIVE

610.683.7880 - Kutztown, PA

Dedicated to your safety!

PA State Safety and Emissions Inspections
Expert Automotive Repairs and Maintenance

Complete Collision Repairs - Mechanical Service - Electronic Diagnostics
Emissions Inspections - State Inspections

3080 Golden Key Road
New Tripoli, PA 18066

www.petersautomotiveservices.com

Phone/Fax: 610.285.6407
info@petersautomotiveservices.com

321 Hinterleiter Road
Kutztown, PA 19530

www.windsorpress.com
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o State Inspection & Emissions
Trucks - Trailers - Cars - RVs

o General Repair ¢ Full-Service Shop ¢ Towing

=== GET ROAD READY wirsa NEW SET OF TIRES

SPRING IS HERE, AND S0 IS OUR BIG DEAL.
JUMP-START THE SEASON WITH UP TO A

COOPER TIRES VISA®
PREPAID CARD OR
VIRTUAL ACCOUNT
WHEN YOU BUY A
NEW SET OF FOUR
QUALIFYING TIRES.

70

Offer Expires
April 20, 2020

Your Local Gooper Dealer

Successfully Switch Auto Insurance Providers

Once drivers purchase an auto
insurance policy, many simply
let the policy renew each year.
But with a little digging, drivers
may be able to reduce their
insurance costs considerably.
According to the Insurance
Information Institute in New
York, consumers should ask
themselves if they’re happy with
the cost, service and coverage
of their existing policies whenev-
er it's time to renew. If they are,
they should stick with their exist-
ing policies. However, if cus-
tomers feel things can be better,
then it's a perfect time to see
what’s available. Many driver
advocates advise shopping for a
new policy every two or three
years.

When it comes time to switch car
insurance companies, follow
these steps and remember to
avoid gaps in the coverage.

e Compare apples to apples.
When shopping for new policies,
consumers should compare the
same features offered by various
providers, including coverage
types, deductibles and any lim-
its. Keep a copy of your existing
policy’s declarations page so
that all quotes can be accurately
compared to the existing policy.
* Research any cancellation
fees. Before switching over, find
out if there are any cancellation
fees associated with an existing
policy.

e Eliminate coverage gaps.
Eliminate gaps in coverage by
ensuring a new policy begins the
moment the existing one ends.
This prevents potential financial
ruin should a driver get into an
accident without any insurance
during a gap period.

* Take note of any lifestyle
changes. Be sure to list anything
that can affect the cost of cover-
age, such as anti-theft devices
on the vehicle, window etching
or updated driving habits.
 Explore union or group affilia-
tions. Drivers who are members
of particular clubs, professional
organizations or something simi-
lar may be eligible for special
policies with certain providers.
Make a list of any affiliations and
contact the organizers to see if
they have relationships with auto
insurance  providers.  Law
enforcement personnel or veter-
ans may be eligible for certain
discounts as well. Some insur-
ance carriers only cover police
officers or former military. It pays
to look into these discounts.

e Consider small companies.
Just because they don’t adver-
tise as much as some of the
more well-known providers does
not mean small insurance com-
panies are not capable of provid-
ing sufficient, affordable cover-
age. There are plenty of rep-
utable small companies that
offer excellent rates to drivers
willing to exercise their due dili-
gence.

e Check with the existing
provider, too. Drivers can dis-
cuss their current rates and cov-
erage with their existing insur-
ance company, who may offer
suggestions on reducing cover-
age or even offer lower prices in
an effort to hang on to cus-
tomers. Consider these possibil-
ities before switching.

Shopping around for a new auto-
motive insurance policy may
help customers cut rates and
increase coverage.

&5

Mark Benson

European
Car Specialist

4618 Route 100
New Tripoli, PA 18066-2619

Prompt Professional Service For Your Imported Cars

610-298-2190
Myiauto.com

610:682:4151

119 Dogwood Dr.
Alburtis, PA 18011

Owner,
Colton Rohrbach

Hours: Mon. thru Thurs.
8a.m.to6 p.m.;Fri.8a.m.to5p.m.

Kego Tires
Road-Worthy
For Safer Driving

Making driving more safe can
come down to ensuring that the
vehicle is in good working order
- starting from the ground up.
The National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration warns that
an average of 200 people die
each year in tire-related crashes.
In 2016, 733 people across the
United States lost their lives in
accidents in which tire malfunc-
tion was a contributing factor.
Roughly 70 percent of single
vehicle accidents are tire-relat-
ed. Taking tire maintenance seri-
ously can greatly reduce the
chances of blowouts, accidents
and fatalities.

MAINTAIN THE RIGHT PRES-
SURE - Caring for tires not only
improves safety, but also it
extends the life of the tires, sav-
ing drivers money as a result.
Michelin Tires says that simply
checking the tires’ inflation pres-
sure can make a significant dif-
ference in how long tires last.
For example, a tire that is con-
sistently 20 percent under-inflat-
ed may see its life expectancy
reduced by 20 percent.

Tires that are not properly inflat-
ed also can have a high rolling
resistance. In such instance, the
engine must expend more effort
to move the vehicle — thus eat-
ing up fuel.

Pressure should be checked at
ambient temperature before dri-
ving, states AAA. The recom-
mended inflation pressure can
be found in the drivers manual or
on the tire.

CHECK TIRE TREAD - Tires
rely on good tread depth to
maintain traction and shed water
during wet conditions. AAA rec-
ommends checking tread with a
visual inspection and with the
“quarter test.” Insert a quarter
into a tread groove with the top
of Washington’s head facing
down. If the top of his head is not

www.epvmerchandiser.com

Service Station

10635 Hamilton Blvd. - Breinigsville, PA 4
610-325/—9413 s
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Specializing In Domesti(‘:\& |
Asian Cars & Light Trucks  /

* State & Emissions
Inspection

* Brakes

» Computerized
Diagnostics

* Check Engine Light
Diagnosis \/

¢ Air Conditioning ( *=*
Recharged

.
9’ v

* Tune-ups

* Tire Repair

* Sell New and Used Tires
* Motorcycle Inspections

* Propane Tanks Filled

* Lockout Service

¢ 4-Wheel Alignment

* Major & Minor Repairs

* 24-Hour Towing Service

Serving The Area Since 1978

e

: Emissions Inspection

Emergency Service

Hours: (store) Mon. - Fri. 7-9; Sat. 8-6; Sun. 8-6
(shop) Mon. - Fri. 8:30-5

g Approved

Auto Repair

PA State and
$44.95

Includes Sticker & EM Fee
Good only at Getz Service Station
Offer Expires 12-31-2020 WP

20 Ih. Propane
Tank Refill

1
1
1
s12.00 !
1
1

Good only at Getz Service Station
Offer Expires 12-31-2020

10% OFF _!
Any Service I
Up To $50 |

Good only at Getz Service Station
Offer Expires 12-31-2020

Llvon Uawley
GaracGce Inc

Auto and Truck Repair

PA Inspections
PA Emissions
General Repairs

Detailing

Local Shuttle Service Available

L)

484-217-1000

3843 PA Route 100, New Tripoli, PA 18066

Kerry Kehl & Susan Tophoney, owners

visible, the tires have at least
4/32” of tread and are acceptable
for continued use. If the top of
Washington’s head shows, tires
need to be replaced.

LEARN ABOUT TIRE AGING -
Check the owner's manual for
specific recommendations con-
cerning replacing the spare tire
for the vehicle. Some manufac-
turers state after six years, while
others say 10 years is the maxi-
mum service life for tires. While
most tire centers will use newly
manufactured tires when replac-
ing tires, you can double check
the age of any tire by looking at
the sidewall for the tire identifica-
tion number (TIN), offers
NHTSA. The last four digits are
the week and year of manufac-
ture.

KEEP UP ON MAINTENANCE -
Wheel alignment, tire rotation
and tire balancing are all key to
minimizing wear and extending
the life and safety of tires. Each
vehicle has specific recommen-
dations, and drivers should con-
sult their manuals to find those
specifics.

Tire function is an important part
of maintaining vehicle safety and
performance.

Larry Dey

Notary, Online Title Transfers, Tags, Reconstructed Titles

LLC

12 Pricetown Road
Fleetwood, PA 19522
Phone: 610.682.7111

Special:
US Truck .
1500 — 4500 Series

LEHIGH VALLEY
TRANSMISSION INC.

522 N. MAIN ST. -« TOPTON, PA 19562
0:610.682.0940 - F: 610.682.0942

Sanh-Le

owner
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necessary
maintenance work
for a machine

THE AVERAGE CAR HAS 30,000
DIFFERENT PARTS. THAT IS WHY

MANY PEOPLE RELY ON

QUALIFIED MEDHANICS [(———y )

TO SERVICE THEIR \y
©

VEHICLES.

Kutztown Auto Exhaust

111 East Main Street, Kutztown, PA 19530

Full-Service Auto Repairs
State Inspections ~ Custom Pipe Bending

Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 610.683.8886

MYERS,AUTO SERVICE LLC

244 Bow

Specializing I
Subaru Factgry
Servicing & Repairs

——

Road Mertztown, PA 19539

i State Emissions Inspection
i General Repair on All Makes & Models

Ron Myers
Owner/Tech

myersautoserv@gmail.com

www.windsorpress.com
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