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Snapology delivers
fun, interactive,
online environment
for children 
SEE PAGE 12

‘Newsies’ still
hopes to seize
the day at 
Pioneer High 
SEE PAGE 8

Doing good 
Gifts for Teens Club at Pioneer High

School is making a difference
SEE PAGE 4

SEE OUR LISTINGS OF LOCAL REALTORS, CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING AND HOME IMPROVEMENT ADVERTISEMENTS INSIDE THE BACK COVER

By William Bellou
Publisher

M
adeline and Mark Chiavetta of
Almaden Valley had an idea to
promote kindness during the

COVID‐19 pandemic, so they unveiled
their “Spread Kindness” sign on their front
yard lawn on Friday, March 27.

The Chiavetta’s, realtors for Coldwell
Banker, said: “We have been so surprised
by the reaction with people stopping their

cars, taking pictures and thanking us (from
afar) for spreading the kind words.”
“We’ve seen so many Facebook and Insta‐
gram posts of friends we know and those
we don’t enjoying the words of hope.”

In addition to the “Spread Kindness”
sign, the Chiavetta front yard is also dec‐
orated with hearts, stars, balloons, smi‐
ley face and another sign that says, “In
This Together.” The American flag is
proudly displayed.

“This is history being made sad as it is,
so I encourage families to take a photo in
front of the ‘Spread Kindness’ sign,” said
Mark. “When someone asks about the
pandemic in the ensuing years; you can
show photos to our families.”  

Cupcake delivery
To spread even more kindness, the Chi‐

avetta’s delivered a box of cupcakes on
the doorstep of their friends, neighbors

See KINDNESS, page 6

C O M M U N I T Y  N O T E B O O K

A call to
service

By Lorraine Gabbert
Senior Staff Writer

N
ewly minted San Jose Police
Department Captain Ellen “Elle”
Washburn (inset) is looking for‐

ward to her new leadership role and tak‐
ing a bite out of crime in the Southern Divi‐
sion, which includes Almaden Valley.

Washburn says that she worked hard
for 25 years in the hopes of having a
greater influence in raising a young
department and elevating the position of
law enforcement in the community.

“There are only nine captains in the
department,” she says. “It’s a huge vote of
confidence and an awesome responsibility.” 

Washburn has led a life of service,
including seasonal and EMT work with
the California Department of Forestry
and Fire Protection, and Special Oper‐
ations and Narcotic Covert Investiga‐
tions with the San Jose Police Depart‐
ment.

She has worked in law enforcement for
about 26 years, having joined the force
at age 21.

“Who I am today has a lot to do with
growing up in the San Jose Police Depart‐
ment,” she says. 

A daring athlete, who has completed
Ironman Arizona (a 140.6‐mile race), and
the Alcatraz Classic (swimming across
the Bay), Washburn is undaunted by this
challenge. 

“I’ve always been into pushing the lim‐
its and challenging myself,” she says.
“When I do something, I’m all in.”

See WASHBURN, page 17

Chiavetta’s of Almaden spread kindness with front yard sign
Photo by f8 Real Estate Media 

Gov. Newsom announces
physical school closures
through end of academic year

By William Bellou
Publisher

G
ov. Newsom announced the physical closure
of schools for the rest of the 2019‐20 academic
year at an afternoon press conference on Wednes‐

day, April 1. 
“This in no way suggests school is over for the year,

but rather it will continue education through dis‐
tance learning,” said California State Superintendent
of Public Instruction Tony Thurmond. 

Many see the closure of schools as the right move
to keep coronavirus from spreading, but many par‐
ents said they are disappointed with the current dis‐
tance learning process. 

Several parents of students attending Leland High
School expressed their concern about the quality
education being offered through long distance learning.

“We don’t want our kids’ education be neglected,”
said a Leland High School parent. “There are only one
or two assignments per day and there is no atten‐
dance taken. It seems like an extended school holiday.”

“The San Jose Unified School District (SJUSD) has
a wide range of quality educational resources avail‐
able for students and families at www.sjusd.org and
the District will continue to update it,” said Nancy
Albarrán, SJUSD Superintendent. “Lessons are being
produced, teachers are connecting with students,
and the long‐term plan is now available to view at
www.sjusd.org.” 

SJUSD is working on arranging large‐scale distri‐
butions of devices to students which include new
Chromebooks and iPads with pre‐loaded educational
software and free WiFi. The District said it is in the
process of transitioning www.sjusd.org to be the best
possible interim solution for replacing the social
experiences and connections for its schools. 

The California Teachers Association (CTA) is work‐
ing diligently to meet local students' needs and imple‐
ment distance learning plans and is also providing
teacher‐led online‐learning webinars to help teach‐
ers meet new teaching challenges. 

“The governor’s announcement is not unexpect‐
ed, and I know educators across the state are step‐
ping up to ensure students continue to get the learn‐
ing opportunities they need,” said CTA President E.
Toby Boyd. “This is a tough situation for all of us –
students, educators and families. Many schools closed
so quickly that teachers didn’t get a chance to help
them prepare for this new reality.” 



SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 n ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COMPAGE 2 n ALMADEN TIMES n APRIL 3 - APRIL 16, 2020



ALMADEN TIMES n APRIL 3 - APRIL 16, 2020 n PAGE 3SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 n ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COM



SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 n ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COMPAGE 4 n ALMADEN TIMES n APRIL 3 - APRIL 16, 2020

ValleyCurrents
cur|rent (adj.) Present, topical, timely, newsworthy. (n.) Movement in a definite direction, a flow.
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IRS extends tax
filing deadline
to July 15 

The IRS is extending the feder‐
al income tax filing deadline to July
15 as part of a growing effort to stem
the financial pain from the coron‐
avirus pandemic, 

The move gives Americans three
months more than they normally
would have to file their income tax
returns for the 2019 tax year, with‐
out incurring interest or penalties.

Newsom orders
statewide ban
on evictions

California, Gov. Gavin Newsom
on Friday ordered a statewide ban
on evictions through the month of
May. 

“We don’t believe our fate is pre‐
determined,” Newsom said. “It’s in
our individual capacity to contin‐
ue to make good decisions on phys‐
ical distancing, and continuing to
maintain strict standards in the
state of California as it relates to
our stay‐at‐home order.”

San Jose and Santa Clara Coun‐
ty have already passed eviction
bans since the governor recently
granted local jurisdictions. Any leg‐
islation that goes further or deep‐
er than Newsom’s statewide order
will remain intact.

Renters are required to declare
in writing that they have lost work
due to the COVID‐19 pandemic.
Evictions are also on hold for those
that have fallen ill or who have been
forced to care for family members,
according to the order. 

12,000 personal hand‑
written letters inserted
into teen gift bags

By Jan Giroux
Special to the Times

G
ifts for Teens, a local non‐
profit that creates and dis‐
tributes holiday gifts bags to

low‐income teenagers and the
homeless was fortunate to have a
teen advocate at Pioneer High
School this past year.

The “best ever” holiday gift bags
had a personal touch due to the
efforts of Sammy Schweizer and
her Gifts for Teens Club at Pioneer. 

As a 7th grader, Sammy started
volunteering with National Charity
League and became familiar with the
annual Gifts for Teens holiday gift
bag assembly. Once in high school,
Sammy realized that Pioneer High
School was not directly involved
with needy teens and decided to do
something about it. 

As a sophomore, Sammy start‐
ed the Gifts for Teens Club at Pio‐
neer and recruited fellow students
through school announcements
and posters distributed through the
school. In 2018, Sammy and the
Gifts for Teens Club had a sock and
cosmetic drive for Gifts for Teens

but felt something was missing.
Now a junior, Sammy and her club
decided along with a sock drive, the
club members would write 1,200
personal handwritten letters and
insert them in the teen gift bags.
This ambitious endeavor took about
3‐4 months at the club meeting time

at school. As Sammy explained, the
club members were “excited about
doing something personal and help‐
ing teens their own age.”

Even though each letter had the
same basic message, there was
also a personal touch added.
Sammy and her club plan to do let‐

ters for the Gifts for Teens holiday
gift bags this year and wish to carry
on the tradition for years to come.

Gifts for Teens will continue the
tradition of fostering enthusiastic,
community minded teens like
Sammy and her high school club
who give from the heart.

Gifts for Teens - Pioneer High School Club making a difference

Gifts for Teens give from the heart. PIctured (left to right), top row: Julia Smith, Grace Kenyon, Claire Guazelli, Joëlle
Dörfliger, Heidi Spence, Ethan Schweizer, Josh Holt, Sarah Bhattii and Emma Carlson. Middle row: Nathasya
Hardijanto, Yubin Lee, Emily Ngyuen, Seeun Ahn, Kayla Gutierrez, Emily Landrok and Kaylee Feierfeil. Bottom
row: Sammy Schweizer, Mikayla Thurber, Allison Grove, Norah Zaro and Meagan Bald. 

LETTERS
Let’s fly the flag

Dear Editor,
I’m flying my American Flag in our time

of need during our fight for the Corona
virus.

Since we're all in this together – it helps
make us stronger!

Jan Higgins
Almaden Valley

Gates warned us
Dear Editor,
I googled "Bill Gates TED talk pandem‐

ic warnings" and found that Bill Gates has
been frequently warning that the world
was NOT ready for a pandemic, since at
least 2014. There were probably others
giving similar warnings. 

Why was so little done to prepare the
USA for the coronavirus? Why is Bill Gate's

own home town one of the hot beds of the
coronavirus in the USA? Will the USA learn
now that we need to get prepared for the
next virus and have ample masks and other
materials needed for our hospitals? Or will
we do like we did after the Swine Flu and
forget that there will be a new virus com‐
ing in the future from China or other coun‐
tries that have wet markets. Perhaps we
voters need to insist that our politicians
focus on protecting us, instead of fighting
each other.

Louise Cate
Almaden Valley

Sheltering works
Dear Editor,
If not for our early shelter in place, we

would have the same curve that New York
is currently experiencing.  Everyone keep
up the good work!  

Bruce Anderson
Almaden Valley

Senior shopping times designated for
seniors amid coronavirus pandemic   

Food retailers in and around the Almaden area
have set aside time for seniors and vulnerable cus‐
tomers amid the coronavirus crisis. 

Costco, Lucky’s, Safeway, Target, Walmart, Whole
Foods Market and other stores have acknowledged
that older adults, especially those with underlying
health conditions are more susceptible to COVID‐19
and are helping out by dedicating earlier hours for
senior shoppers and other at‐risk groups.

Here is a list of stores with designated hours for
senior shopping.
Costco: Tuesday & Thursday 8 a.m. ‐ 9 a.m. 
Lucky's: Tuesdays & Thursdays 6 a.m. ‐7 a.m. 
Safeway: Tuesday & Thursday 7 a.m. – 9 a.m. 
Target: Tuesday & Wednesday 8 a.m. – 9 a.m. 
Trader Joes: Everyday 9 a.m. – 10 a.m. 
Walmart: Tuesdays 6 a.m. – 7 a.m. 
Whole Foods Market: Everyday 8 a.m. – 9 a.m. 
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Times Community

A
s Almaden residents contin‐
ue to shelter in place, here
are some activities you could

undertake to keep yourself enter‐
tained.

Stay active
Although gyms are shuttered it

doesn’t mean that you must avoid
exercise! There are thousands of
fitness videos online, many with
lively music that you could try.  Also
don’t forget yoga and Pilates. Why
not set yourself a routine to work
through every day to ensure you
keep moving. Also, take advantage
of the   gyms offering online stream‐
ing services.

Catch up on some reading
Do you have a stack of books

piled up at home that you never
got round to reading? Use your
time at home to finally give them
your attention and escape into a
world of storytelling for an hour
or two.

Get writing
Have you always wanted to write

a story or a blog? Whatever your
creative writing interest, dedicate
your extra time at home to getting
started on a project you may have
been putting off for a while. There
are dozens of self‐publishing book
companies that can also assist you
in your dream to become an author.

Start scrapbooking
If you enjoy creative activities,

spending plenty of time indoors
could be the perfect opportunity
to delve into a new project. If you
have old photos, tickets from shows
you’ve been to, or keepsakes from
trips abroad, why not start putting

them together into a scrapbook to
house all those precious memo‐
ries. This is a great task to under‐
take as a family or as a couple, while
those who have kids can get the lit‐
tle ones involved with the cutting
and sticking. 

The next master chef 
If you have the ingredients on

hand, why not use your downtime
to take up a new hobby that comes
with the reward of a delicious treat
at the end? There are plenty of
sweet and savoury recipes you
could give a go, from sponge cakes
and biscuits, to cheese straws and
traditional scones. Even if baking
isn’t your thing, you could learn
from someone who is a master chef
in your home. Use the additional
home time to hone those skills
you’ve always wanted to learn, such
as making your own pasta or pizza
base, or perfecting a family recipe.

Dig out your board games
While computer games are the

rage these days, sometimes you
can’t beat a great board game like
Monopoly or Scrabble! Dig out
some of your old board games and
enjoy hours of friendly competi‐
tion with those in your household.

Do some house maintenance
It may not be the most exciting

task in the world, but if you have
been meaning to spring clean your
house, or fix something that has
been broken for a long time, use
your extra time at home to get
around to those jobs you’ve been
avoiding.

Discover a new series
Being advised to stay at home

is not the worst thing to have to
do, and it can be used as an oppor‐
tunity to relax on the sofa and
watch TV. If you subscribe to
streaming services, you could use
your newfound downtime to dis‐
cover a new series, or re‐watch one
of your all‐time favorites.

Embrace video calling
Many of us may be fond of text

messaging and keep in contact with
our loved ones by alternative
means such as video calls, making
the most of services like FaceTime,
Skype and Google Hangouts to keep
in touch with those you love.

Get spring cleaning
Give your wardrobe a thorough

spring clean by throwing out any
old clothing you no longer wear.
And you could give it a reshuffle
by digging out your spring clothes
and packing away those winter
woollies.

Do some DIY
Finally get round to those house‐

hold tasks you’ve been putting off
for a long time, such as fixing a bro‐
ken shelf, or painting a tired look‐
ing wall.

Do some gardening
Even if you’ve got to socially dis‐

tance you can still go into your own
garden. Spring is the perfect time
for tending to flowers, or even start‐
ing to grow your own vegetable
patch.

Practice an instrument
If you’ve got a piano in your

house, or maybe a guitar you strum
now and again, it’s a good time to
hone your skills and try learning
some of your favorite songs.

Small businesses will 
have access to $350 billion
in forgivable loans

The hallmark of the $2 trillion
stimulus package is the one‐time
$1,200 direct payments to adults
making up to $75,000. But the leg‐
islation also includes $350 billion
in forgivable loans to keep small
businesses afloat that have been
hard hit due the pandemic. 

The federal government may
need to supply up to $1.5 trillion
in liquidity to businesses that
employ 500 or fewer people if the
coronavirus emergency were to
last three months. That’s obviously
a much larger amount than the
current $350 billion business pack‐
age. 

Here are key points of the stim‑
ulus package for businesses:

• A $350 billion forgivable loan
program designed to ensure that
small businesses do not lay off
employees

• A 50% refundable payroll tax
credit on worker wages will fur‐
ther incentivize businesses, includ‐

ing ones with fewer than 500
employees, to retain workers

• Looser net operating loss‐
reduction rules that will allow busi‐
nesses to offset more

• A delay in employer‐side pay‐
roll taxes for Social Security until
2021 and 2022

• Sole proprietors and other self‐
employed workers could be eligi‐
ble for the expanded unemploy‐
ment‐insurance benefits the bill
provides

• A portion of the $425 billion
in funds appropriated for the Fed‐
eral Reserve’s credit facilities will
target small businesses

How does the $350 billion small‑
business loan program work?

The Small Business Adminis‐
tration, under the stimulus pack‐
age, will oversee the Paycheck Pro‐
tection Program, which will dis‐
tribute $350 billion to small busi‐
nesses that can be partially for‐
given if the companies meet cer‐
tain requirements. 

The loans will be available to
companies with 500 or fewer
employees.

The historic $2 trillion coronavirus stimulus
package will help small businesses

Why not use your downtime to take up a new hobby... perhaps scrapbooking or painting?

Activities you can do indoors
while shelter in place isolating
amid the coronavirus pandemic

Kindness
Continued from page 1
and clients on the same day as the
unveiling of the sign.

“In Italian, Chiavetta means: “Lit‐
tle key,” said Madeline. “That is
where we developed our tagline:
‘Let our family help yours’. In keep‐
ing with the spirit of ‘spreading
kindness’ we wanted to remind
everyone how special they are to
us,” said Madeline. “We decided to
do something to make our clients,
neighbors, friends and strangers

smile. It just feels like our com‐
munity needs that right now.”

“You just made my day a little
sweeter, thank you,” said a client.
“Another text message read:
“Thank you Chiavetta’s for the
yum‐yum food!”

“Since our front yard display
seems to have brought so many
smiles and joy, we’ve decided that
each week we will be changing our
sign,” said Madeline. “I hope when
people walk by it puts a smile on
their faces and remember that we
could all use a little extra kindness
right now.”

Cupcakes were delivered on Friday, March 27 by the Chiaveta Real Estate
Team to clients sheltered at home.
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By Jane Johnson
Special to the Times 

UPDATE:  Due to COVID‑19/Coronavirus, the
performance of Newsies is planned for a future
date to be announced.  Please check back to the
website, listed at the end of the article, for updates.
All currently ticketed patrons will receive an
update once new performance dates are sched‑
uled via their email contact information pro‑
vided at time of Ludus ticketing.  These kids have
worked so very hard they deserve the chance to
stage “Newsies” within safety guidelines in effect
at the TBD future date and many thanks to the
always super creative and flexible, out‑of‑the‑
box thinking Director, Mrs. Coleman!  Stay tuned. 

Per Mrs. Coleman: “Many people think it’s a
lost cause, but I disagree.  We live in a world of
uncertainty.  I believe that’s why actors always
cry at the end of closing night.  We create a per‑
fect world in which everything is predictable,
and that’s hard to leave behind and face reali‑
ty.  But artists are dreamers at the core and time
spent doing what one loves is never wasted.  The
world has decided we need art now more than
ever.  Free opera, free concerts, free books, free
museum exhibits, free theater…all online.  Art is
fundamental to the human spirit.  Far be it for
me to take joy, creativity, and artistic expres‑
sion away from my students.  If we can find a
time and place and way, within the safety guide‑
lines, to make this happen, we will!”

T
he local famed theater program at Pio‐
neer High School is anxious to present
Disney’s “Newsies” as soon as the all clear

signal to go back to school is issued.
Just a few years back, even supporters of this

local famed theater program were surprised
by the ambitious undertaking of “Les Miser‐
ables.”  Much to the surprise and sheer delight
of those supporters, and to the shock and awe
of the detractors who had come to see it fail,
“Les Miserables” proved to be one of the finest
productions ever staged by Pioneer High
School’s Drama Department.

Enter last May, when Director Mrs. Ashley
Coleman announced to the assembled group
of performers and supporters that spring
2020’’s musical would be Disney’s “Newsies!”
Like the announcement of “Les Mis,” there again
issued forth a thunderous outpouring of excite‐
ment, followed quietly by concern for the sheer
enormity and great expectations a blockbuster
like this brings.

Many of the performers had previous knowl‐
edge of “Newsies,” shared Lydia Watson, who
plays Katherine Plumber. “I saw it when the
national tour first came to San Jose with my
mom and grandma. I absolutely loved every
song, every dance, every character ‐ and that
was before I was into theater.  I loved watch‐
ing it.  But I’d never performed in a musical
production before.  Once I started doing musi‐
cals at Pioneer, it kind of became a fantasy, like
‘Newsies’ would be a fun show to do!’  It’s so
exciting, the music is great and the dancing is
great.  When I found out it was “Newsies” I was
over‐the‐moon excited and I knew I had to
audition.” 

Main newsboy Edward “Racetrack” Higgins,
played by Emily Nguyen, said “‘Newsies’ is my
personal favorite show of all time.  It’s the first
show that got me interested in musical the‐
ater.  At my old (dance) studio, we just hap‐
pened to do a Broadway theme.  ‘Newsies’ was
one of the songs we performed.  This was 7th
or 8th grade ‐ before I ever saw myself doing
anything with musical theater.  Now doing my

favorite show of all time during my senior year
‐ all the stars aligned!”  

Josh Radzinski, who portrays Crutchie,
shared, “For a few years people rumored it was
going to be “Newsies” but I thought ‘no way, it
won’t be ‘Newsies.’  So when it was announced
I was so shocked, I was so surprised.  I thought
‘really?’  Then I thought ‘uh‐oh!’ because it’s
such a heavy dance and really hard‐to‐sing
show and I thought I really have to work hard
for this show!  I’m glad I get to work hard for
a show. There are certain musicals that are
easy songs and dances…you’re not as chal‐
lenged.  So I really like ‘Newsies’ as it really chal‐
lenges us all.  I took tap class over the summer.
It was such a fun class.  But it’s so funny as my
character is ‘Crutchie’ so I don’t get to tap for
the show!”

Mrs. Coleman’s vision matches this cast’s
capabilities.  “Audience members will be sur‐
prised at the sheer skill level of this show.  They
will be very surprised a public high school the‐
ater department will do this show, and do it
justice,” she proclaimed. “Justice is just what
these very dedicated performers, tech, stage
and production crew will bring.”

A Moment in US History  
“‘Newsies” is based on the true 1899 news‐

boys strike in New York City. Much prior to child
labor laws and protections, and a short while
after the end of the Spanish‐American War, the
U.S. news headlines weren’t very exciting any
longer.  At the same time, the economy was slow‐
ing, driving down demand for luxuries like
newspapers.  People living farther away from
the city center no longer frequented walk‐by
newsstands. Newsboys peddling papers on
street corners became the norm.  But in this
environment, even corner sales declined.
Pulitzer and Hearst, famous news icons, chose
to raise prices of their respective papers to
increase profits. Struggling newsboys, often
orphans, were left squeezed between slowing
demand and rising prices. Adding insult to
injury, neither news tycoon’s empires would
purchase back unsold newspapers.  “Newsies”
musically documents these boys’ actions and
outcomes in energy becoming Disney.

This dynamic, movement‐filled and endear‐
ing story is a departure from your typical Dis‐
ney musical.  It’s not about a princess or prince.

Instead, it chronicles a historic event, includ‐
ing a few undercurrent stories akin to “Titan‐
ic” that will catch your imagination. Think also
about “Hamilton” ‐ but with many more danc‐
ing feats and tricks, a whole lot more energy,
and appropriate language for a family audi‐
ence.  That said, there’s still plenty of visual and
musical stimulation to engage even the youngest
members of the audience.  

“Newsies” took Broadway by storm when it
debuted in 2012.  Subsequently, it debuted as
a movie musical.  The musical’s starring actors
were even tapped to reprise roles ‐ some well
into their 30s by the time the musical movie
was made.  Interestingly, the original release,
a 1992 Disney movie released under then stu‐
dio name Buena Vista Pictures, wasn’t able to
clear a fifth of budget.  Not so with the musi‐
cal itself or its musical movie version ‐ they were
an instant success. This musical isn’t often per‐
formed because of its sheer difficulty in all
‘triple threat areas’ ‐ especially vocals and danc‐
ing.

Pioneer Up to the Challenge
“The songs are the greatest challenge in this

role (for me),” Colin Smith, who plays Jack Kelly,
shared.  “The lines I can get through, the act‐
ing I can get through, but the songs ‐ they’re
the hardest part.  It’s hard for me to bring emo‐
tion sometimes when I’m singing.  You have to
act and sing at the same time. I have to pull dif‐
ferent emotions into my songs in order for
them to feel right, and that can be hard for me.
I’m working a lot with Mrs. (Marissa) Bacon
(Musical Director) on emotion and just what
she’s looking for from each individual song.
I’m also taking voice lessons twice every week
on both Friday and Saturdays.  Those help with
my confidence and help me feel confident in
my songs vocally. Also the choreography in the
big numbers is extremely hard; the amount of
dancing, the amount of memorizing.  Also being
at the front and center of it all, you feel like you
have to represent the leadership role.  You kind
of have to perform in that way, too.  That’s
tough.”

This undertaking is so intense; dancers reg‐
ularly work to their very limits every night ‐
and on their own time at home ‐ to perfect each
movement.  Singers work nightly with Mrs.
Bacon to clarify and reach each note pitch‐per‐

fect.  They take musical rehearsal notes home
and continue practicing on their own ‐ while
working out, doing homework, driving, during
after school sports commitments, and of course,
in the shower.  Those solos and ensemble num‐
bers alike won’t shine up to Pioneer’s Direc‐
tor, Mrs. Ashley Coleman’s, expectation with‐
out that level of dedication and persistence. 

Besides the energy‐filled song and dance
numbers, there’s a new constant energy level
required from many of the cast members not
experienced in the past.  “For me, the greatest
challenge will be so much more time I’m on
stage than I’ve experienced in the past.  This is
the first very big role in a musical that I’ve ever
had at Pioneer with lines and everything, and
I’m on the stage a lot of time. It’s going to be
hard for me ‐ because normally I have time off‐
stage to go and change or just take a break,”
shared Ian Do, who plays Davey, the inadver‐
tent union organizer.

For Renee Boissier, who plays Miss Medda
Larkin, the show is a departure from her pre‐
vious Pioneer Drama experience.  “Already this
show has given me a different experience
because I’ve never had a singing part in a show
before.  This is my first singing part. And already
that has given me a couple of different experi‐
ences; just a   different approach to theater. So
far I’ve acted only ‐ I’ve learned to go out there,
learn my lines, blocking and how to express ‐
and that’s all very important.  But this is very
interesting, to take my years of singing expe‐
rience ‐ I’ve been working on it four years now
practicing two hours a day just because I love
it so much ‐ and take that experience and com‐
bine that with my acting experience into one
product…It’s also interesting to belt a bit more,
which is very difficult for me, but I’m having
fun working on it.”

In this cast there are an unusually high num‐
ber of males (20 from the Advanced Drama
class itself, plus many more from the school
community at large who heard this was the
show and auditioned). “The group of principals
for this show have been preparing for this show
for the last four years.  They asked for a chal‐
lenge.  This cast is up for the challenge and I
trust them to bring it home.  I have the utmost
confidence in this cast,” stated Coleman. “Also,
I feel in recent years, there has been an increase
in young people around the United States, and
really around the world, getting involved with
bigger issues.  Whether that’s environmental
issues, human rights issues, equality issues ‐
and being in a public school setting I see this
in my own backyard, this desire of young peo‐
ple really desiring to get involved in important
matters. ‘Newsies’ is a call to arms for the
exploited and the oppressed, it’s a protest for
change, it’s an emphasis for importing injus‐
tice and it stands as a watchdog for those with‐
out a platform.  I see that same intensity and
passion in our students, and I figured what bet‐
ter show for them to do than ‘Newsies’ at this
time?”

Auditioning for such a difficult show raised
the bar for many cast members.  “I just was a
little scared, a little timid because I knew I had
to prepare a song.  I wanted to do well because
I knew this was the last show with all my friends.
Honestly I didn’t really care if I got the main
part ‐ I mean I wanted it ‐ but I didn’t care if I
got the main part, I just wanted to do the show
really well with all of my friends.  One last time,” 

See NEWSISES, page 18

‘Newsies’ to seize the day at Pioneer

The cast of Pioneer High School’s production of Newsies is looking forward to performing, if possible.
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I'm hoping everyone
stays well during this
time. And I'm here for

you if you have any
questions. 

By Johnny Khamis
Special to the Times

I
’ve heard from numerous parents of San
Jose Unified School District (SJUSD) stu‐
dents who are concerned with what is

viewed as a lack of communication and a
slow start to distance learning options dur‐
ing the COVID‐19 Shelter‐in‐Place order. 

As the parent of an SJUSD student myself,
I hear and share your concerns. With schools
closed until at least May 1, 2020, high‐qual‐
ity distance learning is essential for our chil‐
dren. 

Several of my colleagues on the City Coun‐
cil and I have been in close
contact with Kimberly Meek,
who is the elected Trustee
who represents most of my
constituents on the SJUSD
Board, as well as with Super‐
intendent Albarran, to share
your correspondence and
emphasize the importance
of getting online classes up
and running quickly, like our
local private and charter
schools have done as well as
other public school districts.
It’s imperative that Silicon
Valley schools be leaders in
educational innovation. As
we are witnessing, it is
absolutely necessary to be prepared. I
encourage all of our local school districts
to unleash their creativity and team spirit
to work through the challenges presented. 

Councilmember Peralez, I, and three of
our colleagues took two specific actions
after meeting recently ‐ first, we asked Jill
Bourne, Library Director for San Jose Pub‐
lic Libraries to reach out
to SJUSD to ensure that
they are aware of the
public library learning
resources available to all
of their students at
www.sjpl.org. Second,
Councilmember Foley
volunteered to reach out
to the SJUSD superin‐
tendent’s office to re‐
quest a single point of
contact for parents who
had concerns to express to the district. The
District recommended using their web con‐
tact form which may be found on their web‐
site at this link: https://www.sjusd.org/
contact‐us/.  

I took actions to be helpful, as well, includ‐
ing connecting Superintendent Albarran
and Trustee Meek with Sunne McPeak with
the California Emerging Technology Fund
that administers the San Jose Digital Inclu‐
sion program to ensure that SJUSD is aware
of the resources available to students who
need internet access or internet‐accessible
devices for distance learning. I also ensured
that they were aware of resources that
Google is providing to aid teachers with
online learning. 

It is encouraging to report that, after a
slow start, they have now started rolling out

educational resources for teachers and stu‐
dents, which you may find at the COVID‐19
page on their website: www.sjusd.org/your‐
resources/covid‐19‐update.  Many teach‐
ers have already started using the new mate‐
rials and are busy contacting students.  

SJUSD informs us that other teachers are
developing lesson plans and that the dis‐
trict will have a long‐term distance learn‐
ing plan available by the end of the week.
They indicated that challenges – including
legal concerns about rolling out solutions
that don’t take into account students with
special needs – had prevented them from

introducing lesson plans as
quickly as they may have liked,
but they appear to have over‐
come these obstacles and they
assure us that they continue to
work on ensuring educational
opportunities for all students
within the district. 

Please be sure to visit sili‐
convalleystrong.org for infor‐
mation on various resources
available to parents to keep their
children engaged in learning
(scroll down to the COMMUNI‐
TY RESOURCES section and the
RELIEF EFFORTS section for
more information). You may
also volunteer or donate to help

those in need at siliconvalleystrong.org. If
you have needs that are not being met – or
you know someone who needs help – please
direct them to 2‐1‐1, the County’s help line
– to get them to the right resource. The
County Office of Education is also working
to support local school districts in their
efforts to ensure all students are able to

access the internet‐
based resources they
need for distance learn‐
ing.  

While we, as a city,
have no authority over
school operations, I am
committed to make an
effort to be as helpful as
possible, through initia‐
tives like the Digital
Inclusion Fund that pro‐
vides resources to get

economically disadvantaged children
devices and high‐speed internet connec‐
tivity, so that our kids' schools can deliver
a quality education to them while they are
sheltered at home.

Remember to stay safe by sheltering in
place with only those in your dwelling unit,
staying mentally healthy and connected to
others by phone or internet, and physical‐
ly healthy by getting out for a walk or other
exercise, if you are able. When you do go
out for essential grocery or pharmacy items,
be sure to practice good hygiene – wash‐
ing hands for 20 seconds with soap and
water, and maintaining six feet of safe social‐
distancing. We may be social distancing –
but we all must continue to stay connect‐
ed and work together as a community to
minimize the spread of this deadly virus!

District 10
Report

Johnny Khamis,
City Councilmember

Parents of students concerned
about lack of communication

SJUSD informs us 
that other teachers 
are developing lesson
plans and that the 
district will have a
long‑term distance
learning plan available
by the end of the week. 
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New online classes developed 

A
lmaden Valley entrepreneurs Amita
Dhingra and Vaishali Dubal, co‐own‐
ers of Snapology of Los Gatos, have

created a fun, interactive environment for
children to learn science, technology, engi‐
neering, art, math, robotics and video game
design concepts using LEGO® bricks, K’Nex
and technology. 

The Snapology programs, designed for
children ages 3‐14, are normally presented
through after‐school enrichment programs,
summer camps, workshops, birthday par‐
ties, scouting events, field trips, and play
dates.  

Just as these two entrepreneurs were
launching their business, they realized that
they needed to make an immediate pivot.  “The
closure of schools can be challenging for stu‐
dents and parents, so we've taken our pop‐
ular Snapology Classes online!” said Amita.
“We have adapted our curriculum so that
your child can make their screen time count
with engaging and entertaining activities.”

Parents get an hour to themselves while
kids engage and get valuable social time with
friends during a fun, small group activity led
by a Snapology instructor. As children begin
virtual learning, Snapology is focusing on the
fun and social qualities of their classes to
give students a welcome break from inde‐
pendent studies.

“We are hopeful that our programs can
provide some fun, focused activities and chal‐
lenges for students who have access to
LEGO® bricks and other creative materials
at their homes,” Vaishali said. 

Snapology of Los Gatos is also currently
offering free LEGO® building challenges on
their Facebook page. Children can take on a
new challenge every day and enter to win
or vote for their favorites! 

More info on what a virtual class looks like
here: youtu.be/Qb0u4C‐cVbY

For enrollment info call (408) 464‑1814 or
visit: losgatos.snapology.com.

Pictured: Amita Dhingra and Vaishali Dubal,
co-owners of Snapology of Los Gatos, have cre-
ated a fun, interactive environment for children to
learn science, technology, engineering, art, math,
robotics and video game design concepts.

Snapology: Fun, interactive environment for children

San Jose man starts
petition to extend
property taxes 
second installment 

H
itesh Patel of San Jose has started a peti‐
tion on the website Change.org to extend
the second installment of the Santa Clara

County property tax due April 10.
The petition states: The entire population

of all the Counties are going through a lot of
economic and hardship challenges as a result
of the spread of COVAD‑19. They could most
surely use the funds they need to pay the 2nd
installment (due April 10th) to take care of
other more urgent and pressing needs for the
well‑being of their Families.

I am calling on the County, State Officials

& Governor Newsom to go ahead and extend
the due date of that payment to August 10th.
If the IRS and the Franchise Tax Board could
extend their deadlines, there is no reason why
the Counties cannot be sympathetic towards
such an unprecedented calamity as well.

To view the petition, Google search Patel
extend property tax change.org 
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How downtime forced
by coronavirus could be
an entrepreneurial
opportunity

For would‐be entrepreneurs who have
longed to turn a side hustle into their main
hustle, the shutdown created by the coro‐
navirus may have provided that long‐await‐
ed opportunity.

Often, a lack of time is one of the major
reasons people give for not starting their
own businesses. But these days – with every‐
one urged to stay home and outside activ‐
ities limited – those newfound extra hours
could be invested in taking steps toward
creating that business, says Shravan Parsi,
CEO and founder of American Ventures, a
commercial real estate company, and
ForbesBooks author of The Science of the
Deal: The DNA of Multifamily and Com‐
mercial Real Estate Investing 

“It definitely takes effort, energy, and a
willingness to step out there, but the
rewards can be great,” Parsi says. 

Parsi was a full‐time pharmaceutical
research scientist working 9 to 5 and dab‐
bling in real estate on the side when he real‐
ized his regular job was hampering his real
estate deals because he wasn’t available to
talk with people or show a house during
the day. Eventually, he bid farewell to his
old career and launched his new one in
commercial real estate.

Parsi has a few tips for those who long
to shake loose from their current careers
and venture into something that drives their
passions:

• Be bold and flexible. A willingness to
take chances and adapt to changing cir‐
cumstances is critical. Even in seventh grade
in his native India, ambition boiled in Parsi.
He realized that to become the kind of glob‐
al leader he aspired to be, he would need
to know English. So, he transferred to an
English school. “My parents supported my
decision even though they knew it would
be challenging,” he says. 

• Be interested in everything and
observe closely. You never know when
opportunities to expand your knowledge –
and be inspired by new ideas – will pres‐
ent themselves. Parsi says he learned this
lesson at age 14. His father was a doctor
who himself invested in real estate as a pas‐
sive investment, and was having a two‐
story house built – one story for the fami‐
ly and one as a rental. “He pointed out that
I had time to kill over summer vacation and
recommended I watch the process,” Parsi
says. “So my brother and I watched the con‐
struction and supervised the contractors.
It left a strong impression on me.” 

• Pivot when necessary. Life doesn’t
always go as planned – as the coronavirus
has shown – so you need to be prepared to
change direction, Parsi says. As an exam‐
ple, Parsi originally planned to follow in his
father’s footsteps and become a doctor. But
admission to medical school in India is high‐
ly competitive and he missed the cutoff cri‐
teria by one‐tenth of a point. That’s when
he pivoted and became a pharmaceutical
scientist instead. 

• Learn how to sell anything. At differ‐
ent periods in his life, Parsi worked in a cell
phone store, sold Amway products, and
sold nutritional supplements. Those expe‐

riences weren’t always the best, he acknowl‐
edges, but he did gain something from them.
“I realized that if I can sell the products and
a story and recruit others, then I can sell
anything,” Parsi says. “Selling is a pivotal
skill most entrepreneurs must have.”

Anyone who is inspired to get their entre‐
preneurial drive moving during the current
downtime should not completely throw
caution to the wind, Parsi says.

“I did not quit my pharmaceutical job
right away,” he says. “I had an objective to
stay in that job until the real estate income
was twice the value of my salary. When I
hit that objective – when real estate was no
longer a side hustle – I decided it made
sense to invest more time in real estate than
the scientific position.”  

Now American Ventures is a successful
multifamily and commercial real estate
investment firm with a proven track record.  

“Never settle for less,” Parsi says.

Extreme weather
forecasting in the 
Bay Area has a new
high‑tech tool
Valley Water unveils first permanent
x‑band radar in Santa Clara County

Valley Water joined local, regional, state,
and federal agencies in the unveiling of the
first permanent X‐Band radar in the San
Francisco Bay Advanced Quantitative Pre‐
cipitation Information (AQPI) System. 

The radar, located on top of the Peni‐
tencia Water Treatment Plant in San Jose,
is the cornerstone in a new network of high‐
resolution, low‐elevation radars that will
improve weather forecasting of atmospheric
rivers and extreme weather events across
the region. 

"Today marks a great milestone in a col‐
laboration that will provide vital informa‐
tion during storms," said Valley Water CEO
Norma Camacho. "We and our partners
across the region are committed to help‐
ing keep our communities safe from floods." 

Forecasting rainfall from powerful Pacif‐
ic storms can be a challenge for meteorol‐
ogists due to the complex terrain of the San
Francisco Bay Area. Precipitation from these
storms often forms at low levels, well below
the range of existing radars. Once complete,
the AQPI network will consist of four X‐
Band Radars and one C‐Band Radar placed
at strategic locations across nine counties
in the Bay Area. 

"We are aligning our regional expertise
and resources to provide critical informa‐
tion for flood emergency response and inte‐
grated water management tailored to a spe‐
cific area's needs," said Michael Anderson,
State Climatologist for the California Depart‐
ment of Water Resources. "This is an excel‐
lent demonstration of our Weather‐Ready
Nation initiative, to help communities pre‐
pare for extreme weather, water, and cli‐
mate events," added NOAA'S Rob Cifelli,
who will monitor the system, designed by
Colorado State University. 

The system will provide improved data
for forecasting, which will assist water man‐
agers, reservoir operators, wastewater plant
managers, flood, and emergency respon‐
ders to make operational and safety deci‐
sions during extreme weather events. 



Want to 
submit a 

news item
for the 

Almaden Times?
Press day: April 14, 2020
Deadline: April 11, 2020

Write to editorial@timesmediainc.com

ALMADEN TIMES n APRIL 3 - APRIL 16, 2020 n PAGE 15SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 n ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COM

Please support our advertisers! They make
the ALMADEN TIMES possible.

ADT
Almaden Law

Almaden Senior Association
Anderson’s Windows

Shawn Ansari – Compass Real Estate
Susan Boerner – Compass Real Estate

Madeline & Mark Chiavetta – Coldwell Banker
Kraig Constantino – Intero Real Estate
Rich Crowley – BH&G Ventura Barnett

Shawn & Bahar Hatami Team - Bay One Realty
Jim Higgins – BH&G Ventura Barnett

Inogen
Jackie Jones – Coldwell Banker

Guaranteed Life Insurance
Kindercare
Leaf Filter

Little Orchard Self Storage
National Debt Relief

Omaha Steaks
Physician’s Dental Insurance

Spring Garden Market
State Farm Olseen Insurance

Therese Swan – Compass Real Estate
Tomlinson Kitchen and Bath

Dan Walker — Coldwell Banker
Margaret and David Yost – Coldwell Banker



Is REAL ID a real
security solution?
3 ways it’s designed to protect you

S
oon, your driver’s license may
not be enough to get you through
airport security in the United

States. 
Oct. 1, 2020 is the deadline for U.S.

citizens to have REAL ID‐compliant
state driver’s licenses, a requirement
passed by Congress in 2005 in the
wake of the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist
attacks. Without a compliant driver’s
license, those who are 18 and over
won’t be able to board a domestic
flight, unless possessing other specif‐
ic forms of acceptable identification. 

“The thought behind this was that
with standardization, it will become
a lot harder to forge documents and
gain access to aircraft,” says Stephen
Hyduchak, CEO of Aver (www.goaver.
com), an identity‐verification service. 

While the main idea of REAL ID is
to better protect U.S. citizens and their
identity, there is controversy over the
law. Critics cite privacy issues. Some
states delayed getting cards in circu‐
lation because residents and legisla‐
tors worried REAL ID was a way for
the federal government to collect per‐
sonal information for a national data‐
base. The Department of Homeland
Security, however, says REAL ID is not
a national ID card, and each jurisdic‐
tion maintains its own records and con‐
trols who gets access to those records.

Hyduchak thinks the security fea‐
tures of REAL ID outweigh privacy
concerns, and says the technology
behind the card makes keeping peo‐
ple safer more achievable. 

“Government agencies say this is a
significant step forward in the battle
against terrorism, identity theft and
other crimes, and illegal immigration,”
Hyduchak says. “New technologies
like facial recognition have advanced
our security capability at a time we
dearly need it.”

Hyduchak analyzes the different
ways the technology within REAL ID
can protect U.S. citizens:

Document verification. The Depart‐
ment of Homeland Security requires
applicants for the REAL ID driver’s
license to show more documentation.
“Artificial intelligence leads the way

in document verification,” Hyduchak
says. “More personal information is
contained in the new card, and new
things will be standardized, like bar‐
codes, in a universal machine‐read‐
able format. The features and stan‐
dards of the card cover everything
from the process of verifying card‐
holders’ identities to the facilities stor‐
age of those credentials where they
are produced. This will aid in the avoid‐
ance of tampering with and counter‐
feiting documents.”

Facial recognition. The new images
on the cards will be compatible for
facial recognition searches. “One piece
of technology that could give states
an upper hand in detecting the kind
of fraud that REAL ID wants to deter
is biometric identification,” Hyduchak
says. “This is the ability to verify the
identity of a person through digitized
images of fingerprints or facial fea‐
tures. Facial recognition technology is
most effective; it uses a database of
photos, such as driver’s licenses, to
identify people in security photos and
videos. Using facial recognition sur‐
veillance technology, digital photos in
the Homeland Security data bank can
be used to match anyone anywhere.
Facial recognition uses biometrics to
map facial details and verify identity
through those key features.” 

Linking state and international data‐
bases. While some states were already
sharing some of their Department of
Motor Vehicles‐collected details, the
REAL ID Act mandates that this nation‐
al pool of private information has to
include photographs conducive to
facial recognition, which can make
identification faster from state to state
or from U.S. to foreign country. “The
reasoning behind connecting the data
bases has to do almost entirely with
catching potential terrorists, dupli‐
cate applications and illegal immi‐
grants,” Hyduchak says. “Because the
U.S. exchanges information with other
governments and global organiza‐
tions, the digital photos will probably
be shared with foreign and interna‐
tional intelligence and police agencies.” 

“REAL ID is a great way of using the
latest technology to confirm identifi‐
cation and protect U.S. citizens,”
Hyduchak says. “As soon as new doc‐
ument standards are processed, we
can update our machine learning mod‐
els, and everyone benefits.”

W
ith the unemployment
rate rising due to the coro‐
navirus, (after a near 50‐

year low) the personal‐finance web‐
site WalletHub recently released
its report on 2020’s Best Places to
Find a Job.

To determine the strongest local
job markets in the U.S., WalletHub
compared more than 180 cities
across 31 key metrics. The data set
ranges from job opportunities to
employment growth to monthly
average starting salary.

Best Cities for Jobs
1. Scottsdale, AZ
2. South Burlington, VT
3. San Francisco, CA
4. Austin, TX
5. Fremont, CA
6. Chandler, AZ
7. Boston, MA
8. Tempe, AZ
9. Portland, ME
10. Boise, ID
Worst Cities for Jobs
173. Cleveland, OH
174. Anchorage, AK
175. Gulfport, MS

176. Toledo, OH
177. Huntington, WV
178. Brownsville, TX
179. Stockton, CA
180. Newark, NJ
181. Fayetteville, NC
182. Detroit, MI
Best vs. Worst 
• Gilbert, Arizona, has the high‐

est median annual household
income (adjusted by cost of living),
$89,903, which is 3.4 times higher
than in Hialeah, Florida, the city
with the lowest at $26,281.

• San Jose, California, has
the highest monthly aver‐
age starting salary, $6,019,
which is 3.2 times higher
than in Brownsville, Texas,
the city with the lowest at
$1,876.

• South Burlington, Ver‐
mont, has the lowest unem‐
ployment rate, 1.70 percent,
which is 5.3 times lower
than in Detroit, the city with
the highest at 9.00 percent.

• Plano, Texas, has the
fewest part‐time employ‐
ees for every 100 full‐time
employees, 32.86, which is

3.6 times fewer than in Burlington,
Vermont, the city with the most at
118.23.

• Fremont, California, has the
lowest share of workers living in
poverty, 1.84 percent, which is 10.3
times lower than in Huntington,
West Virginia, the city with the high‐
est at 18.86 percent.

To view the full report and your
city’s rank, please visit: https://wal‑
lethub.com/edu/best‑cities‑for‑
jobs/2173/  
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Report: 2020’s best places to find a job 

MEME AND NOT HEARD
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Washburn
Continued from page 1
When she joined the Santa Cruz
Triathlon Association, she was
afraid of swimming in the ocean,
but three months later, she jumped
off a ferry by Alcatraz and swam
to shore. 

“I came out of the ocean bap‐
tized,” she says. “It’s about facing
your fears and the empowerment
that comes from that.”

After becoming certified in scuba
diving, she completed 300 dives in
three years, traveling the world for
destination dives. 

A San Jose native, Washburn was
raised in Milpitas by a blue collar,
working class family with a strong
work ethic. She always had a call‐
ing to service, and as a youth want‐
ed to be a nurse or park ranger. Her
first job was lifeguarding. She also
taught first aid and CPR. 

After working for about five
years as a dispatcher, Washburn
realized she was well‐suited for
law enforcement. In 2008, after
working with the metro unit doing
drug enforcement, she was pro‐
moted to sergeant. She resumed
patrol work before leading
research and development in 2013
on the Body‐Worn Camera Pro‐
gram. 

The new technology required
her to work with city managers,
unions, and the community. Wash‐
burn tried to get to the core of peo‐
ples’ concerns through training,
outreach, and policy development.
In the end, the project was deployed
on time and on budget, and since
2016, all San Jose Police Depart‐
ment sworn personnel have been
outfitted with the cameras and
trained on their use and policy.

In 2015, Washburn was pro‐
moted to lieutenant. In 2017, she
returned to special operations. She
says it was a dynamic two‐and‐a‐
half years in which she grew per‐
sonally and professionally.

“We went after the worst of the
worst, working in collaboration
with other apprehension units,”
Washburn says. “It was especially
unique being a female command‐
er in special ops.”

Washburn received an Associ‐

ate of Science degree in Fire Sci‐
ence Technology at Mission Col‐
lege. She earned a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Leadership and Organi‐
zational Studies at Saint Mary’s Col‐
lege of California and is currently
pursuing a Master of Arts in Lead‐
ership degree there.

At Sherman Block Leadership
Institute, an eight‐month progres‐
sive training program, Washburn
discovered leadership as her pur‐
pose. She has a passion for men‐
toring and developing others and
understands the importance of
interconnectivity.

“It’s not just about being the best
officer,” Washburn says. “As ser‐
geant, you want to have the best
team. As lieutenant, you want the
best division. But you get to the
point where you realize it’s bigger
than the department. You want to
elevate the profession and partner
with the community to solve prob‐
lems. We can’t write policies or
make decisions in a vacuum.”

Involvement on the body‐worn
camera program taught Washburn
the value of community engage‐
ment and working together. 

“The program happened because
of the power of influence and rela‐
tionships,” she says. “We had many
difficult conversations, but every‐
one rolled up their sleeves and went
to work. People recognize I do
everything from a place of integri‐
ty and because of that, there’s trust.”

Washburn says that her divi‐
sional priorities are aggravated
assault, burglary, and community
engagement. She wants to build on
police deployment strategies by
engaging, empowering, and edu‐
cating the community to take own‐
ership and use resources in fight‐
ing neighborhood crime. 

She favors community policing
and recommends residents remain
vigilant and report crimes to the
police department. She also urges
residents to contact their city coun‐
cilmember regarding neighbor‐
hood concerns like speed bumps.  

“It’s about what we can accom‐
plish together,” she says. “I’m super
excited to have this opportunity. I’m
honored and humbled to wear the
San Jose police uniform and the
bars, and I’m ready to serve.”

A
new study finds California is
the ninth best state for peo‐
ple planning to retire early,

after analyzing a multitude of finan‐
cial, health‐related and lifestyle fac‐
tors. 

Last year, one study showed 4 in
10 people retired sooner than
they’d planned, often for health rea‐
sons. Whether by choice or neces‐
sity, picking the best place to hun‐
ker down for the long haul is crit‐
ical.

TheSeniorList.com has released
a new study on the best states for
early retirees utilizing the most
recent data from the U.S. Census
Bureau, the Centers for Medicare
& Medicaid Services, the Kaiser
Family Foundation, the Journal of
the American Medical Association,
among others.  

The study analyzed life expectan‐
cy, income, housing costs, income
tax rates, insurance premiums, con‐
sumer spending and average tem‐
peratures to determine the state
rankings. 

Here are key findings in Califor‐
nia:

• Median household income:
$75,277 (No. 7 highest in the coun‐
try)

• Average health insurance pre‐
mium: $168 

• Median monthly housing cost:
$1,626 (No. 3 highest in the coun‐
try)

• Average temperature: 60.1
• Median life expectancy from

birth: 80.9 (No. 2 highest in the
country) 

Here are key national findings: 

• 5 best states to retire early:
Texas, South Dakota, Florida,
Nevada, Wyoming.

• 5 worst states to retire early:
West Virginia, D.C., Minnesota, Con‐
necticut, Missouri.

• Nine states don’t have a state

income tax or don’t levy it on wages.
• Insurance premiums are high‐

est in DC ($447) and lowest in Mis‐
sissippi ($76.08).

To view the report, visit: these‐
niorlist.com/best‐states‐early‐
retirees

Make your
stay at
home nicer
with flowers
N

ow that so many of us are
either working at home or
have to be there anyway,

what could be nicer than having
flowers to enjoy? They brighten up
your life and make things downright
cozier. 

Spring flowers
Right now, the most popular sea‐

sonal flowers of all have to be tulips.

And they’re widely available, too.
Just arrange them in a vase and
start admiring the way they grow
and bloom. Other spring flowers
will also perk you up and give you
a nice warm feeling. 

What about hyacinths, daffodils
and grape hyacinths? Ready‐potted
bulbs bring a bit of nature’s won‐
ders indoors. Once you’ve given
them a special little spot, you can
watch them grow and produce a
beautiful display of flowers. In
short, why not make the best of
staying at home and working at
home by surrounding yourself with
flowers?

More information is available at
www. ilsysays.com. 

New study: Best and worst states to retire 

Washburn talks paw and order with a suspicious bunny.



Newsies
Continued from page 8
Colin intimated.  “It was just a little
bit of fear of getting up in front of
Mrs. Coleman and singing like that, I
mean, it’s hard.  But I’m really glad I
did it.” 

Jack is a fictional character
embodying the leadership of the
newsboys.  The central themes he
represents resonated with Colin: “I’ve
known my friends since kindergarten.
I’ve always tried to keep my friends
together in a group... I always felt like
it was important for me to keep us
all together no matter whatever hap‐
pened, and to just always try to have
us as a group that we could rely on
each other and always have each oth‐
ers’ backs.  So that’s really important
to me ‐ having the friends I have now
‐ keeping them together and keep‐
ing them connected.”

Katherine Plumber is pivotal to the
overall story line.  “She is very pas‐
sionate, very confident and she is the
love interest of the male lead, Jack
Kelly... I’ve always loved her charac‐
ter: she exudes confidence and excite‐
ment, and she really roots for the
group    of newsies throughout the
entire show… she’s kind of a rebel,

which I love.  But she’s also very inno‐
cent and I like that about her too.
She’s a pretty complex character,”
reflected Lydia.  “Katherine is the one
who spreads the story of the newsies
and their strike. She’s the one who
calls attention to them and puts them
on a bigger stage for the entire city
to take notice of ‐ which was a big
deal.  Without her journalism and
without her article, the newsies
wouldn’t be getting as much public
attention, which is necessary for them
to make a change later in the musi‐
cal.”

Lydia continued “Being a newsie
would’ve been just as fun for me, but
as a senior you always cross your fin‐
gers hoping you get a leading role
and when I found out I was Kather‐
ine it was just a huge honor and I was
so grateful that Mrs. Coleman trust‐
ed me with that part, because it’s a
huge role vocally, dancing‐wise, act‐
ing‐wise and I have limited theater
experience, so I don’t consider myself
to be a big actor compared to some
of my classmates.  I’ve only been in
the class the past two years ‐ but I’ve
done the spring musical all four years.
I saw “Les Mis” when I was in 8th
grade and I just loved it.  So when it
came down to picking my schedule
I had to choose (between two of my

passions): art or drama?  It was a
really tough decision for me.  The
way art works (at Pioneer) you have
to work through the levels of it and
I wanted to do art as long as I could
in high school.  I knew I could audi‐
tion in to the musicals and audition
for the classes so I chose to take Begin‐
ning Art as a freshman, but tested the
drama waters by doing the spring
musical, “Footloose.” The next year I
was in Advanced Art, and did “Guys
and Dolls”, and that year I auditioned
and was accepted into Advanced
Drama, so last year was my first year
being in the class.  I did AP Art with
that, and then this year (my senior
year) I’m in Special Projects Art and
Advanced Drama again.  It worked
out really well because I got to do all
of it.”  One prop she is too humble to
mention is the hand‐painted back‐
drop in Miss Larkin’s theater.  Lydia
rallied a team of fellow artists and cre‐
ated these two masterpieces, herself
at the helm of the team murals.

One area stood out as the most con‐
cerning for Mrs. Coleman: Dancing.
“The high level expectation of danc‐
ing was definitely a concern.  It’s not
just the student’s ability to dance, but
it’s dancing that requires years and
years and years of previous training
prior to Pioneer High School…Keep‐

ing the show intensity and the show‐
stopping nature of these choreo‐
graphed numbers….it was important
to me not to lose any of the energy
by watering down the numbers.
These students are up for the chal‐
lenge.  They’ve been working on
things outside of class, they’ve taken
time over their flex study periods to
come in and polish choreography and
learn some tricks and stunts ‐ with
safety and supervision of course ‐ but
that’s something I’ve never had to
look for in the past, things like acro‐
batics ‐ it’s never been a need like it
has until now.”

Emily noted the high level expect‐
ed: “I get to do a lot of dancing in this
show, which I’m very excited about.
I also do a whole lot of the harmonies
in the show.  I go from a super intense,
fast dance ‐ a pretty exhausting dance
‐ straight into singing at the same
time, multiple times.  It’s going to be
pretty challenging.  I’ve been chal‐
lenged by it so far just in rehearsals.
For a full two hour show we’ll see
how my stamina holds up!  It’s a
marathon of a dancing show.  Fellow
cast member Jannika Johnson and I
get to do a lot of acting, singing and
the dancing together ‐ it’s going to be
so much fun, I can’t wait to do it!  But
I’m going to be exhausted at the end
of every night.  I’m one of those peo‐
ple that give 110% every night ‐ even
if it’s just rehearsal.  My cardiovas‐
cular system will be perfect by the
end of this!”

On the opposite end of the spec‐
trum lies Crutchie.  “In the beginning
I’m Jack’s right‐hand man.  We sing
a little duet in the beginning... My leg
doesn’t work so I have a crutch.  I go
along with the flow and just do what‐
ever Jack tells me to do. Crutchie’s try‐
ing to make the most of it in life.  You
see a glimpse of him at the end of Act
1 when he gets sent to the Refuge ‐
a jail for people without homes.  You
get to see his emotion really brought
out.  There he sings “Letter from the
Refuge” ‐ that he ‘wants to get out of
here and go to Santa Fe and ride
Palominos every day,’ said Josh.
“Right when everyone's caught up in
the show Crutchie gives a moment
of what’s going on for him.  I really
like this character. I have to learn to
walk with a crutch, and dance with
a crutch.  I can’t actually do whatev‐
er is choreographed ‐ I get to impro‐
vise a bit.  That’s fun as I get to take
my little twist on everything.”  As in
previous roles, Josh researches this
to the hilt and is practicing daily to
insure he’s portraying what it’s like
to walk with just one crutch/one bad
leg vs. the usual now‐a‐days two‐
crutch approach accurately.  “For
example, a lot of the choreography
has my bum leg facing the audience
so luckily I can use my crutch in some
portions, but then there will be a spin
added so how do I do that?” queried
Josh.  “I may spin around and then
hit someone with it (on accident).”
These and more are all questions Josh
is contemplating as he fully studies
this and brings Crutchie to authen‐
tic life.

Besides actors’ contemplations and
rehearsing, a dedicated main pro‐

duction team and many additional
volunteers work countless hours
behind the scenes to perfect a show
like this.  Lorie Biviano and Jim Wolk,
long past having their own students
involved or even in high school, work
tirelessly to insure sets are con‐
structed safely and appointed in per‐
fect period and show‐appropriate
decor.  Co‐Costume Mistress, Jan Vin‐
cent, also has long since had any of
her progeny involved.  Jan and Maris‐
sa, also Co‐Costume Mistress, once
again applied their vision, tweaking
each and every minute detail, ensur‐
ing visually appealing costume pieces
from head to toe for the entire cast.
Each cast member is costumed by
Jan, Marissa and their dedicated team
of volunteers, working with donat‐
ed pieces and pulling together fit and
flare for each and every actor.  Tech
is overseen by Chris Raimondi, both
a previous graduate of the program
and a college student majoring in
recording arts with an eye and ear
for detail.  Similarly, Rose Wiley
insures the student‐run stage crew
completes crisp set transitions and
prop dissemination.  Recent gradu‐
ate, Ricky Covey, takes a spot, liter‐
ally, in the tech booth this year.  The
sheer dedication of these communi‐
ty members and volunteers insures
top quality support for the actors and
production to soar.

In the end, this show is a work of
heart presented as a sort of love let‐
ter to the community at large.  These
students give every bit of themselves
beyond not only school and all the
associated homework, but also vol‐
unteer activities like Boy Scouts Eagle
projects for Ian, volunteering week‐
ly at Sacred Heart for Colin or Angels
on Stage for Lydia, countless lessons
to improve their craft across the
board, jobs, sports like track for Renee
(which both Josh and Ian mentioned
missing this year), and family, friends
and high school experiences like ral‐
lies and dances.  Emily has been par‐
ticularly devoted to her career pas‐
sion: Pediatrics. “I’ve taken zero
through sixth period for all three
years of high school.  If I could’ve
done it for the fourth year (my fresh‐
man year) I would have.  It’s normal
for me now (to balance it all with
nightly 3 hour rehearsals). It’s pub‐
lic school ‐ if they’re going to offer it
to me for free I’m going to take it.
Why wouldn’t I?   It’s an opportuni‐
ty to learn something.  The good thing
about senior year is I’ve gotten to
choose the courses I enjoy doing.  So
I took AP Bio and Physiology.  I want
to be a Pediatrician.  The science of
how life works as a whole has always
interested me.  I find it so interest‐
ing.  It’s like dancing; it just sort of
clicks.  Everything is so fascinating
it’s hard not to enjoy every moment
in it.  I’m lucky to be able to find what
I love so much early on. The thing
with drama is it’s such a stress reliev‐
er with all this going on...The reason
I can handle such a big class load ‐ all
of these honors, all of these APs ‐ is
because I look forward to something
every night.  I look forward to com‐
ing to rehearsals.  I look forward to
coming to rehearsal to let go and just
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The Almaden Senior Association mem‑
bers are a diverse group of enthusiastic,
active, 50+ adults who enjoy new learn‑
ing opportunities, new experiences, and
new adventures. 

Membership in the Almaden Senior Asso‑
ciation offers discounts and opportunities
to enjoy . . . 

•  exercise classes for all levels of ability;
•  lunches and other social programs

organized and run by members of the Associ‐
ation;

•  book clubs, cooking, computer and photography classes;
•  trips to local and not so local places of interest such as the Steinbeck Museum

in Salinas, Whale Watching in Monterey, casino trips and more.

As a member you’re encouraged to help plan these activities and suggest new
ones to enjoy. The Senior Association Philanthropy Program set up a process to
donate funds to other non‐profit organizations that reflect our mission.

Connected
We enjoy meeting new people, making new connections and getting involved. All
volunteer opportunities are based on your time and energy commitment. Fees for
classes, trips and social events are kept low because of senior volunteer participa‐
tion and membership strength.

Stop by the main desk at the Almaden Community Center and ask for an applica‐
tion today. Yearly dues of $10 are returned to you by discounts to most of the pro‐
grams  you participate in.

Join us today, meet new people and get involved with classes and programs that
will enhance your life  and open new doors.

For more information, go to www.almadenseniors.org
Contact via email: alamadenseniors1@gmail.com

act, dance and sing and relax.  It’s a
really refreshing thing, even if it’s
tiring.”

Each cast member interviewed
had a different take on desired audi‐
ence outcomes:

“Audience members will be sur‐
prised by the diversity of the cast,”
observed Ian.  “In this show espe‐
cially there are some who haven’t
been in Drama before, or have only
been in it for a year or two, so it’s a
big experience.  For example Claire
Guazelli and Alan Nguyen used to
be in drama in middle school with
me, so it was really cool to see them
come back.  It was nice.  The diver‐
sity extends all the way across the
cast, too.”   

Renee said “When I first saw
‘Newsies,’ I walked away again with
a renewed love of theater.  It’s one
of the few productions that can real‐
ly draw out emotion in me.  ‘Miss
Saigon’ and ‘The Color Purple’ have
made me cry out of the raw sad emo‐
tion and tragedy of it.  But Newsies
has made me cry out of the inspira‐
tion and power of it all.  So I hope
that audiences walk away inspired
and with an appreciation for the
importance of theater and for the
emotion it can make you feel...The
real importance of theater lies in its
ability to let audiences have a cathar‐
tic way to express their feelings and
to tell the story. Musical theater com‐
bines all the different storytelling
methods we’ve all grown up with,
music and dance and actually just sto‐
rytelling in a way I think is the ulti‐
mate way to tell stories.  It is vital‐
ly important to add that kind of fla‐
vor to our lives.  It’s more than just
an escape for a night because of what
it allows us to feel.”

“The amount of energy in this
show will really surprise audience
members.  The energy’s going to be
crazy compared to any Pioneer show
they’ve seen before.  This is a very
loud and full energy show.  We are
constantly ‘on’ ‐ there’s not a moment

where we’re not bombastic and
hyped.  I hope this reflects to the
audience.  It’s going to be over‐
whelmingly loud and exciting and I
think people are really going to like
it.  I hope audience members leave
here with a big ol’ smile and the word
‘fun!’ ‐ that this was a fun show!”

Emily said “I hope audience mem‐
bers walk away with the same
amount of joy that we get out of per‐
forming it.  In this group of people,
we have so much energy to give, so
much energy feeding off each other.
And we hope to spread that to the
audience...The newsies have each
other and that’s where they get their
strength and happiness from.  That
love and camaraderie they have for
each other, I hope that spreads out
into the audience so they feel our
love for each other, our love of per‐
forming the story, our love for the
show. I hope the audience feels our
happiness at the same time and that
happiness spreads to them.” 

“I think the audience will be sur‐
prised at how professional this show
is ‐ especially with the dancing and
the singing....We’re the first public
school to attempt this locally.  It’s such
a difficult and time‐consuming show,
a lot of high schools won’t take it on.
I hope the audience appreciates what
we are putting on for them.  I think
it’s going to be shocking to the audi‐
ence what we’re able to do… I think
it’s going to look very similar to the
original Broadway show because of
the high level of dance in this show.
They're doing all the leaps and the
flips and it looks so cool ‐ it looks so
good.  I know the audience will be
like ‘wow! this is so much more than
a high school show!’” exclaimed Josh.

“Newsies” level of excellence has
already spread far and wide via word
of mouth ‐ long before opening night.  

The Newsies performance dates
will be announced. So far more than
1,000 tickets have been sold. For
more information, visit phsdrama.
ludus.com or at the door nightly 

Jack and Crutchie dream of a place called Santa Fe.
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CAMPBELL UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST
400 W. Campbell Ave.
Campbell, CA 95008
(408) 378-4418
Pastor: Rev. Naomi
Schulz
No Matter Where You Are
On Life’s Journey, You
Are Welcome Here!
We are an Open and
Affirming Congregation,
and celebrate members of
the LGBTQ+ Community.
Joy-filled worship every
Sunday at 10:00 AM, with
communion open to all.
Join Pastor Naomi for
tea/coffee at Orchard Val-
ley cafe in Campbell dur-
ing community drop-in
office hours from 11 AM
to 1 PM on most Tues-
days.
Our ministries/activities
include:
• Bible study on the sec-
ond and fourth Wednes-
day of every month, at
6PM.
• A Food Pantry serving
anyone in need--open Tu/
Th/ Sa 10:00 AM to
Noon.
• Lighted Window Pro-
ductions featuring uplift-
ing concerts, thought-
provoking theater produc-
tions, informative lec-

tures, and even an occa-
sional karaoke night--all in
a wholesome environ-
ment.  
Our activities flow from
our core values:
• Extravagant Joy
• Passionate Faith
• Loving Respect
• Deep Connectedness 
• Intentional Growth 
• Shared Laughter 
Visit us at our web site at:
church@campbellucc.org
or better yet, visit us at
our worship services on
Sundays at 10:00 AM.
Coffee, refreshments, and
conversation always, right
after service.

CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH OF ALMADEN
VALLEY, UCC
6581 Camden Ave., San
Jose, CA 95120. Pastor,
Rev. Marty Williams, 408
268 0243.
www.ccavucc.org.
We are a welcoming
church with a progressive
approach to faith, worship
and giving to our local
community. We are proud
to be UCC, Open and
Affirming (O&A) and wel-
come members of the
LGBT community. We
support local LifeMoves
(formerly InnVision) Shel-
ter Feedings once a
month, San Francisco
Night Ministry, Second

Harvest Food Bank,
Church World Service,
and Communities
Responding to End Pover-
ty.
Worship Sunday, 9:00 AM
followed by fellowship
and refreshments. 1st
Sunday in Worship: Holy
Communion
2nd Sunday in Worship:
Folks Choir and Potluck
Sunday.
Tuesdays, AA Meetings,
8:15 - 9:15 PM.
Wednesdays, 9:30 AM,
Women’s Study Group.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
5351 Carter Ave., San
Jose 95118
408.265.5837
www.bibleroad.org
We strive to be a group of
Christians that love and
honor God and Jesus
Christ in our daily lives.
We assemble each Sun-
day to encourage each
other through singing,
studying, praying and
sharing in the Lord’s sup-
per. Simple—just like
what one reads about in
the New Testament.
Bible class at 9:30 AM
Worship at 10:30 AM
Located in south San
Jose near Kooser Rd. and
Camden Ave. (behind the
Almaden Valley Athletic
Club). Come make new
Christian friends!

THE EPISCOPAL
CHURCH IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave. San
Jose, CA 95120.  The
Rev. Shelley Booth Den-
ney, Rector Phone:408-
268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal Church
in Almaden (ECA), we are
joyful followers of Jesus
Christ. Through worship,
study, fellowship and out-
reach, we strive to nur-
ture and grow a strong
faith community of believ-
ers, a family of all ages,
where each member feels
welcomed, loved, valued
and empowered to serve.
Children are especially
welcomed and cherished
as an important part of
God's family. All junior
high and senior high stu-
dents are welcome to
participate in our Youth
Groups. During the
school year we have joint
Sunday School with our
sister church, the Con-
gregational Church of
Almaden Valley, UCC. The
Episcopal Church in
Almaden offers the fol-
lowing regular opportuni-
ties for worship: Sunday
at 7:30AM and 10:45AM,
Holy Communion service.
Each Sunday service is
followed by a coffee hour
for friendship and conver-
sation.

EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
CENTER (EIC)
http://www.eicsanjose.org
2486 Ruby Ave, San Jose
CA 95148. 
(408) 239-6668
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum",
which means "Peace be
upon you".
Q) What is Islam, who are
Muslims, and what is the
Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and
way of life. It is the last in
the line and a continuation
of the Abrahamic faiths.
People who follow Islam
are called Muslims. The
Quran is the Divine book
that guides all mankind to
come closer to their cre-
ator.
Please visit our website to
learn more. 

FIRST CHURCH 
DOWNTOWN
Worshipping at 55 N. 7th
Street, in downtown San
Jose.  (Horace Mann
school) firstchurchdown-
town.com
Telephone: (408) 294-
7254 x310. We are a
community serving the
Christ from the heart of
the City, working to know
Jesus and make Jesus
known by serving, wor-
shipping, and learning
together.  Worship servic-
es are at 10:00 AM at the
Horace Mann Community
Center (7th and Santa
Clara Streets). Worship
includes both contempo-
rary and traditional music,
a message that is relevant
to real life, based in the
Bible, and meaningful to
people of all ages and
backgrounds.  We work in
our community to provide
real assistance and long-
term, life-saving solutions:
food, housing, counsel-
ing, and spiritual direction.
Our children's & families'
ministries include Sunday
classes, outdoor family
activities such as bike
rides and fishing trips.
Come, Make a Difference
and feel the difference
God can make in your life!

GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchSJ.net
See you on Facebook
2650 ABORN ROAD at
Kettmann, across from
Evergreen Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for
over 50 Years. John S
Goldstein, Pastor
Christian Worship every

Sunday at 11.00 am
Together let us build lives
toward excellence!
Music Institute
(408) 791-7772
After School lessons on
Piano, Violin, Viola, Flute
PreSchool, Age 2-6
years. Caring for your
child with God’s love and
affection.

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our
promise to our members.
If you are looking for an
active Christian faith
community, we invite
you to experience Holy
Spirit Parish Community.
All are welcome! We are
located at 1200 Red-
mond Avenue, San Jose,
CA 95120. Mass is cele-
brated at 8:30 a.m. Mon-
day - Friday. Our week-
end Mass schedule is
Saturday 5 p.m., Sunday
8 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30
a.m. and 6 p.m. Rite of
Reconciliation is every
Saturday at 4 p.m. or by
appointment. Our Parish
Office is open Monday -
Thursday 8:30 a.m. -
4:30 p.m. and Friday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Call 408-997-5100 for
recorded information or
408-997-5101 to speak
with someone in our
parish office. Information
on Faith Formation for
children and adults can
be obtained by calling
our Catechetical Office at
408-997-5115. Get in
the loop with our 3sixty
High School Youth Min-
istry by calling 408-997-
5106. Holy Spirit School
serves grades Pre-K
through 8th, and is locat-
ed at 1198 Redmond
Avenue. You can reach
the school office at 408-
268-0794.

THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir  
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646 
English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 &
11:00 AM
Spanish Service:
11:00 AM
Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM
Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM
Mandarin Service:
11:00AM
Youth Extreme Point
(7th-12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

SAINT ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH
We invite you to become
a part of our hospitable,
intimate Catholic parish.
We are a caring commu-

nity, promoting spiritual
growth, reaching out to
people in need and
whereyou get to know
peopleby name. We
offer children's religious
education (CREATE);
Youth Ministry (BLAST
& X-STATIC); Scripture
Study (day & evening);
Senior's Group and
many other adult min-
istries as well. Saint
Anthony parish is locat-
ed in Almaden Valley at
20101 McKean Road,
San Jose, 95120. Our
weekend Masses are at
4 p.m. on Saturday at
our historic church at
21800 Bertram Road in
New Almaden, CA
95042 and on Sunday at
8:30 a.m.,10:30 a.m.,
and 5:30 p.m. at the
McKean Road location.
Our Parish Office is open
Monday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
and Tuesday thru Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. and
1 - 4 p.m. For more infor-
mation, stop by the
Parish Office or call
(408) 997-4800, or visit
our website at www.
churchstanthony.com.
Fr. Larry Hendel, Pastor.

SAN JOSE GURDWARA
3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148 The
word Sikh (see-kh) means
"disciple" or "student." A
Sikh is a practitioner of the
faith founded in the 15th
century by Guru Nanak in
Punjab of old British India.
A Guru who is a "teacher"
or "enlightener" completes
the relationship of teach-
ing and learning.  Sikhism
is monotheistic and
stresses the equality of all
men and women. Sikhs
believe in three basic prin-
ciples; meditating on the
name of God (praying),
earning a living by honest
means and sharing the
fruits of one's labor with
others. Currently there  are
close to one million Sikhs
living in the USA and
Canada and 25 million
Sikhs living around the
world. Sikhism is the 5th
largest religion in the
world.  At the Gurdwara
(House of God) in San
Jose we welcome all. We
pray daily for peace and
prosperity for everybody
in the world.  Come to
visit and enjoy Langer
(food) in our kitchen
which is open 365 days of
the year and serves com-
plementary vegetarian
meals.  We also encour-
age you to enter our histo-
ry room on site and walk

the beautiful grounds.
Learn more about us and
community events we
sponsor by visiting our
website; http://www. San-
JoseGurdwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
CATHOLIC CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., 
San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1562. 
www.stfrancisofassisi.com
or www.stfrancis
ofassisipreschool.org
We invite you to join our
community of faith located
in the Evergreen area of
San Jose. We are an
inclusive diverse commu-
nity striving to serve as
Disciples of Jesus Christ
in the footsteps of St.
Francis, offering prayerful
and joyful liturgies; evan-
gelization, fellowship, and
service opportunities to
the community. We offer
spiritual opportunities for
all ages, including chil-
dren's liturgy, dynamic
E.C.H.O - Jr. High, IGNITE
- High School and North
Star -Young Adult Min-
istries, along with small
faith communities and
opportunities to help the
poor and marginalized of
San Jose. Our Preschool
is the only Catholic Pre-
school offering quality
family oriented service in
the Evergreen and Silver
Creek areas. Our Chapel,
Gathering Hall, Parish
Office, Mission Center,
Parish Gift Shop, Memori-
al Garden and Preschool
are all located at 5111
San Felipe Rd. Please
come join us to worship
at one of the following
times and locations: 
St. Francis of Assisi
Chapel: Saturday 5:00PM,
Sunday 8:30 AM, 10:30
AM, 12:30 PM, 4:00 PM
(Mass in Vietnamese),
6:00 PM Youth Mass
St. Francis of Assisi Gath-
ering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM, Sun-
day11:00AM, Igbo Mass -
Second Sunday of the
month 12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange -
2840 Aborn Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated Com-
munity (Cribari Auditori-
um) Sunday 8:15 AM
For more information,
please call or visit us at
the Parish Mission Center
open M-F 9:00 AM -12:00
PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM.
Come join us and share
your presence with us so
that together we may grow
and share our gifts to help
build God's Kingdom!

For Worship
listing 

ads, call
408.483-5458
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NEW PHONE: (408) 766-2881
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DAN 
WALKER

Realtor® CalBRE #00758244

(408) 892-4813 
Dan.Walker@cbnorcal.com

KRAIG 
CONSTANTINO

kcreteam@gmail.com
www.KraigsListings.com

(408) 219-9122

A
lm

adenT
im

es
R

eal Estate
SUSAN

BOERNER

(408) 921-7619
compass.com/agents/susan-boerner/

Susan.boerner@compass.com

REALTORS: YOUR AD 
COULD BE HERE!

STARTING AT $89 PER ISSUE
Call now to place your ad by phone: 

(408) 494-7000

THERESE 
SWAN

tswan@apr.com
AlmadenValleyRealEstate.com

(408) 656-8240

MARGARET &
DAVID YOST

team@yostgroup.com

(408) 599-2130 
www.YostGroup.com

MARK & MADELINE
CHIAVETTA

(408) 425-2848
www.thechiavettas.com
info@thechiavettas.com

A
lm

ad
en
T
im

es
R

ea
l E

st
at

e

RICH CROWLEY AND
JIM HIGGINS

Rich Crowley, Broker Assoc. 
408-256-4221 |  RichLists@aol.com

DRE#00444571
Jim Higgins, Realtor | 408-256-4348

JimHiggins001@yahoo.com
DRE#01510602

Over 50 years combined serving Almaden

Your ad here! Call
(408) 494‑7000

for more information.

Everyone stay safe and we hope to see you soon.
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Shoe Repair

Driving School

Advantage Driving School is the premier driving school in northern Califor-
nia. Advantage Driving School has trained more than 

300,000 students to drive safely since 1994. We offer complete 
programs for both traditional classroom and online courses. 

Driver Training is the behind the wheel training which prepares your 
child to pass the driving test at the DMV. We also offer complete programs
for adults and senior citizens. If you have never driven or just need some

supplemental instruction to improve your driving skills, we are just the
school for you! We believe Advantage Driving School offers a great 

combination of experienced driving instructors and affordable prices! 
Location: 5440 Thornwood Drive, Suite F; 

Hours: 9 am-5 pm M-F 9 am–12 noon S-S; Phone: 408.363.4182; Email:
info@advantagedriversed.com | Website: advantagedriversed.com

Call to place your 
ad today!  

408 494.7000

Property ManagementServices

Kitchen/Bath

Jewelry

Clocks TimesClassifieds

Storage

Singles

Almaden Valley 
(Senior) Singles 

The organization that

brings single residents of

Almaden Valley (95120) 

over 65 to enjoy a social life

close to home and take part

in community service.

Come and join us for our

monthly breakfast which is

held at 9 a.m. on the third

Tuesday of each month at 

Cup and Saucer, 

Princeton Plaza Mall, 

1375 Blossom Hill Road.
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